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Chﬂstal Hayes SUrNo rista 112 u The entire area is blocked off. Deput:es and police are at nearly every
\ RREA intersection in the area

: Deputies have Orange Avenue blocked off near Michigan Street,
n Christal Hayes

road closed for blocks, deputies have large assault rifles
' Just spotted an ambulance leaving the area
n c"_”St?' Hayes going towards ORMC. Still unclear of injuries
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HUGE law enforcement presence at Pulse
nightclub. Fire trucks and more than a dozen
patrol vehicles
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It wasn’t until about 15 hours after the shooting
that we had our first conversations about print.
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Brett Morian of Daytona Beach, right, hugs an attendee during the candlelight vigil at Ember on Sunday night.
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‘Words cannot adequately convey the depth of the horror, outrage and grief in
Central Florida in the wake of what now ranks as the worst mass shooting in
American history.

Orlando now tragically sits atop a list of infamy, sharing the sorrow of Virginia
Tech; Newtown, Conn.; and Aurora, Colo.

‘We will not — we must not — let Sunday’s heinous act of brutality and cow-
ardice define our community.

As terror has struck other cities around the world in recent months — Paris,
Brussels, San Bernardino — our shock and anger have been mixed with a grow-
ing sense of unease. Orlando, as one of the world’s most popular and iconic
destinations for travelers, and a community that proudly cherishes its diversity,
has long been considered a high-value target for would-be terrorists.
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The doctor behind the bloody shoes

BY NASEEM S. MILLER
Staff Writer

A week before the bloody massacre at
Pulse nightclub, Dr. Joshua Corsa bought
anew pair of shoes from the REI outdoor
company.

They were Keens, and he liked them
because he could put them on quickly —
one of those important little details for a
senior resident who has to rush around a
busy Level I trauma center like Orlando
Regional Medical Center.

Little did he know that in a few days
those sneakers would become a symbol of
all that’s good and evil in this world.

It started with a text from an attending
physician at the trauma center: possible
active shooter and up to three injured
with gunshot wounds.

Corsa had started his shift on Saturday
about 5 a.m. and had wrapped up the last
trauma case on that early Sunday morn-
ing. That text wasn’t particularly alarm-
ing for him.

Inrecent years, he had treated patients
injured in drive-by shootings and young
children struck by a car that drove
through the wall of an Orange County
day-care center.

“So I started walking down to the trau-
ma bay,” Corsa recalled on Thursday
afternoon in his first media interview
since he posted a photo of his blood-
stained shoes on Facebook. “And then I
got the trauma page.”

It was 2:16 am. and the page had two
words: TRAUMA NOW.

“So then I started running and got to
the trauma bay, and they were wheeling
in the first two victims,” he said. “Obvi-
ously I didn’t have time to change. I just
grabbed a handful of gloves and went to
work.”

Halfway through assessing the second
patient, “I turn around and look down the
hallway to where the patients were being

JACOB LANGSTON/ORLANDO SENTINEL

Dr. Joshua Corsa still wears the blood-
stained shoes he was wearing Sunday
morning when the first victims from the
Pulse nightclub shooting started arriving.

dropped off in the ambulance bay, and I
just saw a line of stretchers coming at me,”
said Corsa, 35.

Corsajoined the Army after he finished
high school in North Carolina.

He spent six years in the Army, where
he was a medic. He came back home and
got his bachelor’s degree in two years and
then went to medical school.

Throughout those years he worked
full-time as a firefighter /paramedic.

But none of those experiences com-
pared to what he saw on Sunday morning.

On Sunday afternoon, after all the pa-

tients were stabilized, Corsa finally got a
chance to disrobe. He changed his shoes,
and exhausted, went home to his dog, an
American Dingo named Fenway.

He didn’t think about his shoes until
Monday morning when he got back to the
hospital at 4 a.m.

“And really that’s about the first time
that it hit me. ... It felt so abstract. You see
these mass shootings on the news and
everywhere else and it’s become so com-
monplace and I kept looking at TV and it
kept saying Orlando, and I thought even
though I'd seen it, that’s wrong. It can’t be.
It still hasn’t sunk in that it happened
here,” he said.

So he sat down right then and there in
the call room and posted a picture of his
shoes on Facebook, with a note about the
blood stains.

“I don’t know which were straight,
which were gay, which were black, or
which were Hispanic. What I do know is
that they came to us in wave upon wave of
suffering, screaming and death. And
somehow, in that chaos, doctors, nurses,
technicians, police, paramedics and oth-
ers, performed super-human feats of
compassion and care.”

Corsa pledged to keep those shoes on
until the last survivor of Pulse shooting is
discharged from ORMC.

“They’ve become a part of me. It’s in
me. I feel like I have to carry that remind-
er with me as long as [those patients] are
still under my care. So this is a tangible
reminder that the work’s not done. That
there’s still a long way to go,” he said.

Corsa has one more year in ORMC.
Starting next week, he’ll being interview-
ing for jobs.

The suit he’s planning to wear is still at
the dry cleaner across from Pulse night-
club.

nmiller@orlandosentinel.com or
407-420-5158
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“May God bless all who we lost here in Orlando. May He comfort their families. May He heal the wounded. 0

May He bring some solace to those whose hearts have been broken. May He give us resolve to do what’s necessary to
reduce the hatred of this world, curb the violence. And may He watch over this country that we call home” — PRESIDENT OBAMA
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We bow our heads

and weep but

& raise our hearts
toremember

the 49 we lost.
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ANTONIO DAVON BROWN, 29

BRENDA LEE MARQUEZ McCoo, 49
ENRIQUE L. Ri0S JR., 25

LuisS. VieLma, 22

Luis DaNIEL ConpE, 39

JUAN P. RIVERA VELAZQUEZ, 37

MIGUEL ANGEL HONORATO, 30

DEONKA DEIDRA DRAYTON, 32

DaRRYL RoMAN BURTT1, 29

AMANDA ALVEAR, 25

FRANKY JIMMY DEJESUS VELAZQUEZ, 5O
EDDIE JAMOLDROY JUSTICE, 30

JUAN RAMON GUERRERO, 22

ANGEL L. CANDELARIO-PADRO, 28
MARTIN BENITEZ ToRRES, 33

YILMARY RODRIGUEZ SOLIVAN, 24
XAVIER EMMANUEL SERRANO ROSADO, 35
AKYRA MONET MURRAY, 18

JEAN CARLOS NIEVES RODRIGUEZ, 27
CHRISTOPHER JOSEPH SANFELIZ, 24
TEVIN EUGENE CROSBY, 25

ANTHONY LUIS LAUREANO DISLA, 25
STANLEY ALMODOVAR 1L, 23

MercepEz MarisoL FLORES, 26

JASON BENJAMIN JOSAPHAT, 19

JUAN CHEVEZ-MARTINEZ, 25

‘SHANE EVAN TOMLINSON, 33

KimsERLY MoRsus, 37

050AR A. ARACENAMONTERO, 26
CORY JAMES CONNELL, 21
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