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Steven King
Professor of Emerging Technologies Creating Immersive 

Storytelling Experience
Leveraging VR, AR and Ai to engage audiences
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Storytelling with 
Emerging Technology

We use emerging technologies with strong stories to solve existing problems
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Real Trends
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Real Trends



18



19

First Driverless Car

• 1925 Houdina Radio Control

• 1950’s GM and RCA Car

• 1962’s Firebird

• 2001 DARPA Challenge

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houdina_Radio_Control
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Driverless Cars

• 2007 Spirit of Berlin

• 2008 Pride of Germany

• 2008 Auto Park Shuttle

• 2010’s
• GM
• Ford
• Apple
• Honda
• Toyota
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Real Trend: Self Driving Car
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Future of the Car
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Adapted from Future Today Institute 2016 Report
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How to Predict Real Trends?

• Watch the Fringe research and publications.

• Are there multiple players in the game?

• Does it fulfill a current need?

• Are the advancements growing and is the time between 
shortening?

• Are others not involved writing about it?

• Do you think it is interesting?
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How to apply trends

• Take a How approach

• Brainstorm with others in the field about specific applications to your 
field.

• What are the concerns?
• Privacy
• Security
• Financial
• Perception

• Build a prototype and show it around



Trend: Bots
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Bots
Software preforming 

automated tasks that 

interface with humans.

http://nyt4thdownbot.com/


29

Bots
Software preforming 

automated tasks that 

interface with humans.

http://nyt4thdownbot.com/


Trend: [Conversational] 
Bots
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Slack
Bot
Interfaces with users where they are.

https://slack.com/
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Conversational
Bots

Facebook Messenger

@CujoAi

https://www.messenger.com/t/cujoai

https://www.messenger.com/t/cujoai
https://www.messenger.com/t/cujoai


Trend: Robots
Real, physical, moving, remote and autonomous objects.
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Robots and 
Drones Will Be:

• Task specific

• Multiple Sensors

• Interconnected



Trend: Algorithmic 
Personality Value
All that data out there…
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What if…

A student wants to pitch me on an idea and they want to know 
the best way to get in touch with me. 

They might ask someone that knows me, “How would you 
approach Professor King about my start up idea?”

Or…
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Algorithmic 
Personality Test

https://www.crystalknows.com/personality/steven-king-0256e185-9e80-4101-bac6-4f3bee7b6c3f?communication=true
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Algorithmic 
Personality Test

https://www.crystalknows.com/personality/steven-king-0256e185-9e80-4101-bac6-4f3bee7b6c3f?communication=true


Trend: Intelligent 
Visual Surveillance 
Image Entity Detection with Big Data
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Trend: Security and 
Privacy Policy Shift
All that data out there…
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Security Concerns

• Zero Day Exploits Rising

• System-wide glitches due to interconnected dependence

• ex. Delta, NY Stock Exchange

• Increase off-book Back-doors

• Long-time developers leaving intentional back-doors for later 
exploit. 

• Backdoor bounty

• Internet of Things hacks
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Privacy Policy

• Continued requests for “Golden Keys”

• Self Incrimination Data and More Requests

• Choice of Anonymity

• Trend towards Sterilization of Data

• Synthetic Data Sets

• Internet of Things hacks



Trend: Torrents and 
Darknets
Move from Cloud to Crowd 
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Torrents and Darknets for
Legal, but private activity

On student and personal fonts a move from cloud to crowd storage. 
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Trend: VR to AR and 
back
Virtual Reality, Augmented Reality and Reality
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Leveraging 
Tech for News

How can use use these things…



In Reporting
Crystal Knows

Torrents for Data Sources



Engaging with Audiences
Bots to Answer questions

NLP for Sharing information

Ai to generate more content or leverage previous content



My Reporter
Contextual Chat Bot for Facebook Audiences

2/13/2018



New Mediums
New Interfaces

New Experiences

Same underlying story concepts



Virtual 
Reality

Experience

Augmented 
Reality

Experience

Audio or 
NLP

Experience



Currently, the shortest 
distance from thought 
to computer is…
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Virtual 
Reality
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VR Questions
Time to engage?

Why are they engaging?

Interactive vs Passive

Interactive narrative or gamification or both

360 Video vs room scale run-time rendered

CGI vs photo-realistic

Ai or scripted decision tree

True mouth sync or rhythm sync

Single scene or multi world/levels

Historically accurate?



2/13/2018
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Design Question
How might we …



How might we use 
[this technology] 
to ________?



How might we use 
Amazon Echo to 
engage families from 
5-9 p.m.?



Your turn

2/13/2018
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Steven King
@CujoAi (chat bot)

@steven_king

steven.king@unc.edu


