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These editorials examine the state of Alabama’s prison system, which has for decades 
suffered from overcrowding, understaffing and underfunding, as well as the mismatch between 
the desire to “get tough on crime” while avoiding new taxes and spending. The state has made 
slight improvements in the way of alternative sentencing, and the public and political mood is 
swinging away from incarcerating nonviolent drug offenders. 
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