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The Hot Springs Board of Directors requested the resignation of the Hot Springs city manager in 
June after he allegedly shouted a racially charged remark at an African-American neighbor. 
Despite its promises to find a replacement in a transparent fashion, the board did exactly the 
opposite in December, when it selected a new city manager without prior notice to the public. 

The newspaper objected vigorously to the shroud of secrecy that surrounded the selection, and 
the absolute lack of public discourse on the choice. 

As a result of the newspaper’s scrutiny, the employment agreement for the new city manager 
exempts the city from paying severance if he’s terminated for cause. 
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History repeats itself
Dear editor:

Regarding the letter of dear editor 
entitled “Trump doesn’t get it”: neither 
do most people blaming Trump for it. 
When we forget history we are doomed 
to repeat it. The Bible is the best history 
book in the world. It’s the most accurate 
and doesn’t change.

Read the prophets when God sent 
them to warn God’s people. Judgment 
would come if the people didn’t repent of 
their greed, corruption and turning away 
from God’s laws. Isa. 1:3; The ox knoweth 
his owner and the ass his master’s crib, 
but Israel doth not know, my people doth 
not consider. Isa. 1:7; Your country is 
desolate, your cities are burned with fire; 
your strangers devour it in your presence, 
and it is desolate as overthrown by strang-
ers. Also, read verses 4-6.

There’s nothing we can do about it 

with all the money in the world. God can’t 
be bought. It’s all His. And science won’t 
solve the problem unless they turn to God 
and get the people to repent and turn.

The prophets tried to get the people to 
turn but they rejected the prophets and 
even killed some of them and said to tell 
us something good; we don’t like the bad 
things. God said he was in control of the 
plagues, the drought, the fire, the seas, 
the wind.

God called Ezekiel to give warning to 
the people and if he refused, their blood 
would be required at his hands and if they 
wouldn’t repent their blood would be on 
their own heads. Man hasn’t changed.

Amos 5:6; God will break out like fire 
and there be none to quench it. (droughts, 
fire) Amos 4:8; He called for the waters 
of the sea and poureth them out upon the 
face of the earth. l The Lord is His name. 
(tsunamis, floods, hurricanes) Seek the 

Lord and you shall live. But since many 
don’t believe in God, they won’t believe 
in His laws and regulations. So face His 
judgment and don’t complain because you 
were warned.

The reason for the judgments is be-
cause of the wickedness of man, not burn-
ing fossil fuels. It is greed, corruption, 
immorality, dishonesty; If you will be 
merciful, God will have mercy on you.

The kingdom is promised to those
who will be willing to suffer for the
cause of Christ. Let’s quit playing church 
and get converted and strengthen the 
brethren, and proclaim the truth of his
word. Spending more money to stop 
fires, floods, drought, storms, will not 
stop God’s judgment. People getting their
hearts right with God will. History re-
peats itself.

Clyde Edds, minister
Jessieville

Politics in America feels like Groundhog Day
SAN DIEGO — At lunch the other day, a friend — an old 

Marine who will soon turn 80 — informed me that originality 
is dead.

“Nothing is new,” he said. “Everything that’s happening now 
has happened before.”

At the intersection of politics and media, he 
has a point. The alarmist anti-Trump media likes 
to say that things have never been this bad.

You know what’s bad? People’s memories. It’s 
Groundhog Day in America. It feels like we’ve 
been here before — even if neither party admits 
it. When a politician on your team comes up with 
an idea, we declare that no one has ever come up 
with anything this good. When a politician on the 
rival team does anything, we insist that no one 
has ever been this bad.

You know what else is bad? The media’s reputation. In the 
Trump era, not many folks in my line of work are known for their 
fairness and objectivity. The media could restore much of the 
public’s trust by admitting that much of what they find shocking 
is actually quite familiar.

For example, when reporting on a new trade deal with 
Canada and Mexico that looks a lot like the old trade deal with 
Canada and Mexico, why can’t reporters make that point — but 
then follow up by pointing out that repacking policy initiatives 
is hardly new. They could mention that President Barack Obama 
did the same thing when he essentially Xeroxed many of Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s policies for combating terrorism? In fact, 
federal judges would scratch their heads over the fact that — in 
defending domestic surveillance — the briefs from the Obama 
Justice Department so closely resembled those of the Bush Jus-
tice Department.

And, if the claim is that Trump simply re-branded the North 
American Free Trade Agreement without changing much of 
the content, then why not mention that Obama did much the 
same thing when he scuttled the educational law, “No Child 
Left Behind” — and replaced it with his own educational initia-
tive, “Race to the Top”? There wasn’t much of a difference. The 
former pushed accountability by threatening to close under-
performing schools, while the latter pushed accountability by 
offering financial initiatives to over-performing ones.

Putting all this on the table provides context. In the bygone 

days of what we used to call journalism, it was considered tell-
ing the whole story. It was fair. But it was also closer to the only 
thing journalists are meant to chase: the truth.

Context changes a minor story from what one president is 
doing wrong into a major story about what’s 
wrong with our political system.

In a more recent example, anti-Trump forc-
es heaped criticism on the Fox News morning 
show “Fox & Friends” after it emerged that the 
show’s producers choreographed interviews 
with former Environmental Protection Agency 
administrator Scott Pruitt. Pruitt was often given 
the questions ahead of time, allowed to choose 
the topics, and even given script approval.

We learned all this from emails revealed in 
a Freedom of Information Act request by the 

Sierra Club and confirmed by The Daily Beast.
It was an egregious breach of journalistic ethics. Thankfully, 

Pruitt is now out of office. But still, all those interviews are now 
tainted.

Yet the stunt was not exactly original. We’ve seen this movie 
before, where journalists get too cozy and give away the store to 
folks they’re interviewing. They go from doing the public good 
to doing public relations.

If the media is really bothered by what the Fox producers did 
with regard to Pruitt, then they should have been just as both-
ered at what came out from WikiLeaks, in October 2016, about 
how Glenn Thrush — then a reporter for Politico — likewise 
broke the rules in cozying up to John Podesta. According to 
emails between the two men, Thrush shared a story pre-pub-
lication with Podesta and then begged the campaign chairman 
for Hillary Clinton not to tell anyone about it. He even called 
himself a “hack.”

There wasn’t much of an outcry over that earlier sin against 
journalism. Why not? You know why not.

Fox News Channel says that it is “disciplining” the producers 
who coddled Pruitt. Thrush wasn’t disciplined for coddling Po-
desta; he went on to a prestigious reporting job at The New York 
Times, which was jeopardized when female reporters claimed he 
had acted improperly at different points in his career.

No wonder the public has so little faith in us. What have we 
done to earn it?

Ruben
Navarrette

Copyright 2018,
Washington Post
Writers group

City’s lack
of transparency
leaves citizens
in the dark

The Sentinel-Record vigorously objects to the lack of trans-
parency shown by the Hot Springs Board of Directors Tuesday 
night when it hired, or promoted, depending on your point of 
view, Bill Burrough as the new city manager.

This criticism is not directly aimed at Burrough, who was 
interim city manager; his qualifications or lack thereof were 
not debated in a public forum, as they should have been Tues-
day night, and will not be debated here.

No, these objections come from the shroud of secrecy sur-
rounding Tuesday night’s action.

Specifically, we object to the process because:
• The board of directors failed to state on its public agenda 

that it would be considering hiring or promoting, depending 
on your viewpoint, Burrough. The agenda simply stated it 
would be performing an annual review of Burrough and the 
city attorney. It is also worthy of note that the city attorney, 
Brian Albright, received a $5,000 “bonus” from the board, also 
without input from the public.

• The board of directors failed to release Burrough’s em-
ployment contract prior to Tuesday’s meeting.

The agreement was not included in the regular board of 
directors packet; the newspaper did not receive a copy of the 
contract until requesting one the following day.

Even if the board makes the argument that the details of the 
contract needed to be worked out in the two-hour executive 
session it held Tuesday, a copy of the contract could have been 
distributed to the public at the meeting prior to the contract 
being voted upon. Fortunately, the Legislature, which has 
gutted Arkansas’ Freedom of Information Act over the years, 
has not taken away the requirement that public officials must 
reconvene and vote in public on actions debated in secret in 
executive sessions.

Considering the board’s track record on employment con-
tracts with city managers, it should be a given that the public 
would be given an advance copy of the agreement, so that it can 
exercise its right, as citizens, to serve as a check and balance 
on elected officials who have shown poor judgment in this 
area in the past.

As a reminder, the city board paid the former city manager, 
David Frasher, $223,312 in severance after it requested his res-
ignation in June. Burrough can be terminated for cause at any 
time and without advance notice, whereas Frasher’s agreement 
required giving him 45 days’ notice.

“We felt that was necessary to insulate the city and citizens 
of Hot Springs from paying a severance package for what 
would be considered a for-cause act,” McCabe told a reporter 
on Wednesday. “Residents expressed concerns at what we had 
done with the previous city manager. Certainly, all the candi-
dates running for city board positions were sensitive to those 
concerns.”

Apparently, they didn’t feel it was necessary to voice those 
sentiments on Tuesday, which brings us to the final point:

• No public input whatsoever was sought on the hiring 
decision on Tuesday.

This lack of public involvement is simply unacceptable, 
given the city officials’ track record with the previous city 
manager. Saying “residents expressed concerns” regarding the 
previous city manager is putting it mildly.

Our public officials might recall the public’s reaction after 
they convened an executive session in October 2017 to discuss 
the $46,737 in general fund transfers Frasher approved to re-
model the administrative suite at City Hall and purchase new 
office furniture.

After meeting behind closed doors, the board took no action 
but adopted a resolution the following month that limited the 
city manager’s authority on budget transfers related to City 
Hall — a constraint the new city manager must now accept.

We’re willing to give the new city manager the benefit of a 
doubt; Burrough has certainly done an admirable job of keeping 
the city’s ship on course over the past few months.

But the elected city officials need to show more regard for 
the citizens they represent before making such hiring decisions 
in the future.

In our view
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