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These editorials dealt with actions by Ana Franklin, who was Morgan County sheriff 

until January when her term ended. She used money intended to feed prisoners for other 

expenses, and her department obtained a search warrant to get information on a blog 

critical of her. A Circuit Court judge later criticized the manner in which the warrant was 

obtained. As a result of the newspaper’s editorials and coverage, the sheriff did not seek 

re-election and Morgan County voters approved a local amendment in November that 

took away future Morgan sheriffs’ authority to handle inmate food money. Additionally, 

Alabama’s governor, partially in response to Franklin’s actions, took steps to limit the 

practice of sheriffs statewide keeping leftover inmate food money for personal use. 
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