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Dear Carmage Walls Commentary Prize judges,  

 

Public officials regularly stomp on the Texas Open Meetings Act. Journalists fight this daily as best they 

can, but sometimes our watchdog role demands extraordinary efforts. 

Victoria Advocate investigative reporter Jessica Priest discovered the Calhoun Port Authority violated 

the act by failing to notify the public in advance of hiring disgraced former Congressman Blake 

Farenthold as its lobbyist for $160,000 a year. In response, the newspaper filed a lawsuit on behalf of the 

public to force the port board to go back and post the meeting properly. 

To help the public understand this important law, the newspaper has published a series of editor columns 

and editorial board opinions about the lawsuit and about our subsequent investigative reporting on the 

port authority. This entry represents a selection of these opinions. 

The Society of Professional Journalists' Legal Defense Fund has awarded the Advocate a small grant to 

help in its fight, but our family-owned newspaper has shouldered the bulk of the burden with the 

Carmage Walls 

Commentary Prize 
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important assistance of Victoria attorney John Griffin. The port has shown no sign of doing the right 

thing; instead, our subsequent reporting revealed the port has spent almost $450,000 on the case's legal 

fees, appealing a lower-court ruling in favor of the newspaper. 

The slow, expensive legal battle underscores the importance of a strong editorial voice. The results of the 

newspaper’s work have been dramatic: The former congressman resigned his post in January amid the 

pressure, and four people – an unprecedented number -- filed to challenge the incumbent board chairman 

in the May election. 

To right wrongs, newspapers often need the public's sustained outrage. For decades, the port board 

operated hidden from public view. Typically, this special district’s elections were canceled because few 

knew about the board or even when the filing period was. The Calhoun Port Authority is no longer a 

secret. 

Thank you for considering my entry and the newspaper’s efforts for the Carmage Walls Commentary 

Prize. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Cobler 

Editor and Publisher 
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VIEWPOINTSEDITORIAL BOARD

FIRST AMENDMENT

YOUR VOICES

FROM YOU

SYNDICATED COLUMN

WORDSYOUR POEM WE WANT YOUR LETTERS

FROM US

FROM OTHERS

Editorial page coordinator: Sandy Turner, 361-574-1222, sturner@vicad.com

To submit a letter to the editor, include  your 
name, home address and daytime telephone 
or cellphone number so we may contact you 
to verify you want your opinion published.

Our letter lengths are 200 words for thank-
yous, 250 words for election-related letters 
and 400 words for all others. We ask letter 
writers submit one letter per 30-day period. 
Letters may be delivered at the Victoria 
Advocate, 311 E. Constitution St.; mailed to 
P.O. Box 1518, Victoria, TX 77902; faxed to 
361-574-1220; or emailed to letters@vicad.
com.

Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; 
or the right of the people  
peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the government for a 
redress of grievances. 

– First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Chris Cobler,
Publisher and Editor

Becky Cooper,
Managing Editor

John M. Roberts,
President, Chairman of the Board

Catherine R. McHaney,
Secretary-Treasurer

Opinions published under 
“From Us” represent 
the views of the Victoria 
Advocate editorial board.

T
he Port Lavaca Main 
Street Theatre is a delight-
ful place to see a children’s 
show.

Across town, a much-
less-pleasant show went on last 
week. At a specially called meet-
ing Monday, the Calhoun Port 
Authority staged a big production 
of pretending to be interested in 
the public’s best interests.

Alas, the show had an 
all-too-predictable ending: In a 
carefully scripted three minutes, 
the port board voted to keep fight-
ing the Texas Open Meetings Act 
lawsuit the Victoria Advocate filed 
last May on the public’s behalf.

For those who missed the first 
act, the newspaper filed the 
lawsuit, as prescribed by the open 
government law, because the port 
board failed to properly notify 
the public of its intent to hire 
disgraced former Congressman 
Blake Farenthold. The newspaper 

asked then – and still does – that 
the board acknowledge its legal 
requirement to do the public’s 
business in public.

The port board could have set-
tled this case almost immediately 
by simply posting the meeting 
properly and voting to hire Far-
enthold. That never happened.

Instead, the port board has 
opted to drive up attorney fees by 
appealing a district court ruling in 
the newspaper’s favor. The case 
remains pending on appeal.

The newspaper gets zero finan-
cial benefit from the case. The 
Advocate filed it only to protect 
the public’s right to know. This is 
no new position, no matter how 
the port tries to rewrite the script.

Port chairman Randy Boyd 
made a big show of pretending the 
Advocate had offered something 
new in calling this special meet-
ing. First, he made a farce of a 
Port Lavaca Rotary Club meeting 

by badgering Advocate Editor and 
Publisher Chris Cobler. Rotary 
member Skip Sockell had invited 
Cobler to speak on the subject of 
engaging the community.

After Cobler presented his 
speech, Boyd dominated the audi-
ence floor so much that acting 
Rotary President Jan Regan 
ordered Boyd to stop. Afterward, 
Regan and many other Rotarians 
apologized to Cobler for Boyd’s 
conduct.

As events unfolded a week later, 
it became clear Boyd’s attempt to 

hijack the Rotary Club meeting 
was just part of a ruse to try to 
gain more votes in the May 4 
election. Since the newspaper’s 
ongoing investigation has re-
vealed Boyd’s serious conflicts of 
interest with owning a dredging 
company and serving on the port 
board, four people have filed to 
challenge him for his seat.

The other five current port 
board members are either unwit-
ting or willing actors in what has 
become a tragedy at the public’s 
expense. The port’s special 
Austin attorney on the case, Bill 
Cobb, has billed the public about 
$400,000 and counting to keep 
fighting the lawsuit. At last week’s 
meeting, Cobb did all he could to 
keep the money train rolling in his 
direction, telling board members 
they had “absolutely not” violated 
the Texas Open Meetings Act, but 
had a 70 percent chance of win-
ning should the case go to trial.

It takes considerable suspen-
sion of disbelief to equate “abso-
lutely” to “70 percent.” Even if 
board members accepted Cobb’s 
questionable calculation of win-
ning the case, they should realize 
by now that they are throwing 
good money after bad in keeping 
this doomed production afloat.

All the public’s money should be 
going toward improving the port, 
not playing politics. The other 
port board members have the 
power to draw the curtain on this 
sad show.

Perhaps they can get inspira-
tion from the Port Lavaca Main 
Street Theatre, where rehearsals 
for “Charlotte’s Web” also went 
on last week. It’s not too late for 
the port to untangle itself from 
the trap it has woven.

This opinion reflects the 
views of the Victoria Advo-
cate’s editorial board.

Port puts on show at public’s expense
n Topic: Texas Open Meetings Act  n Our View: Board members need to change their act

MAY 4 ELECTION
The four candidates opposing Randy 
Boyd on the May 4 ballot are Alvin Bland, 
Luis De La Garza, Paul Lauterbach and 
Roger Hochgraber.
Also facing opposition is District 2 
incumbent Dell Weathersby, who has 
strongly supported Boyd throughout 
the Blake Farenthold debacle. He faces 
challenger Jasper “Jay” Cuellar.

L
ast week’s column dis-
cussed the highly publi-
cized university corruption 
scheme wherein wealthy 
parents bought admission at 

prestigious universities for their 
children. That is dishonest and 
gives an unfair advantage to those 
young people but won’t destroy 
the missions of the universities. 
There is little or no attention given 
by the mainstream media to the 
true cancer eating away at most of 
our institutions of higher learning.

Philip Carl Salzman, emeritus 
professor of anthropology at 
McGill University, explains that 
cancer in a Minding the Campus 
article, titled ”What Your Sons and 
Daughters Will Learn at Univer-
sity.”

Professor Salzman argues that 
for most of the 20th century, 
universities were dedicated to the 
advancement of knowledge. There 
was open exchange and competi-
tion in the marketplace of ideas. 
Different opinions were argued 
and respected. Most notably in the 
social sciences, social work, the 
humanities, education and law, 
this is no longer the case. Leftist 
political ideology has emerged. 
The most important thing to 
today’s university communities 
is diversity of race, ethnicity, sex 
and economic class, on which 
they have spent billions of dollars. 
Conspicuously absent is diversity 
of ideology.

Students are taught that all 
cultural values are morally equiv-
alent. That’s ludicrous. Here are a 
few questions for those who make 
such a claim. Is forcible female 
genital mutilation, as practiced 
in nearly 30 sub-Saharan African 
and Middle Eastern countries, a 
morally equivalent cultural value? 
Slavery is currently practiced in 
Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Chad and 
Sudan; is it morally equivalent? 
In most of the Middle East, there 
are numerous limitations placed 
on women, such as prohibitions on 
driving, employment and educa-
tion. Under Islamic law in some 
countries, female adulterers face 
death by stoning. Thieves face the 
punishment of having their hands 
severed. Homosexuality is a crime 
punishable by death in some coun-
tries. Are these cultural values 
morally equivalent, superior or 
inferior to Western values?

Social justice theory holds the 
vision that the world is divided 
between oppressors and victims. 
The theory holds that by their tox-
ic masculinity, heterosexual white 
males are oppressors. Among 
their victims are females, people 
of color and male and female ho-
mosexuals. The world’s Christians 
and Jews are oppressors, and 
Muslims are victims.

Increasingly, the classics of 

Western civilization 
are being ignored. 
Why? Because 
they represent 
the work, almost 
exclusively, of “dead 
white men.” Only 
works of females, 
people of color 
and non-Western 

authors are seen as virtuous. The 
same is true with political history. 
The U.S. Constitution should be 
less respected because its writers 
were white slaveholders. The ac-
ademics who teach this nonsense 
to students are grossly ignorant 
of the struggle over the slavery 
issue at our 1787 Constitutional 
Convention.

Professor Salzman concludes 
his article with the observation 
that “Marxist social justice offers 
all the answers anyone needs, so 
no inquiry or serious research 
is required. Be confident that at 
university your children will learn 
‘the right side’ to be on, if little 
else.”

As a result of leftist indoctri-
nation, many college students 
graduate illiterate, innumerate and 
resistant to understanding. A sur-
vey of employers showed that over 
70 percent found college graduates 
were not well-prepared in skills 
such as “written communication,” 
“working with numbers/statistics,” 
“critical/analytical thinking” and 
second-language proficiency.

The American Council of Trust-
ees and Alumni publishes occa-
sional reports on what college 
students know. One report found 
that nearly 10 percent of the col-
lege graduates surveyed thought 
Judith Sheindlin, TV’s Judge Judy, 
is a member of the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

Less than 20 percent of the 
college graduates knew the effect 
of the Emancipation Proclamation. 
More than a quarter of the college 
graduates did not know Franklin 
D. Roosevelt was president during 
World War II; one-third did not 
know he was the president who 
spearheaded the New Deal. Such 
ignorance might explain why these 
young people are the supporters 
of today’s presidential candidates 
calling for America to become a 
socialist nation.

By the way, one need not be a 
Westerner to hold Western values. 
One just has to accept the sanctity 
of the individual above all else.

Walter E. Williams is a pro-
fessor of economics at George 
Mason University. To find out 
more about Walter E. Williams 
and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators Syndicate webpage at 
creators.com.

More university corruption

WALTER
WILLIAMS

Ghosts in the Parlor

The north wind came 
in.

In the parlor ghosts 
visit.

“Oooh,” says one.
“Ahh,” answers the 

other.
Close the door so that 
their noise is muffled.
Sr. Frances Cabrini 

Janvier, Victoria

And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glo-
rified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was published 

throughout all the region.
Acts 13:48-49

“True love is eternal, infinite, and always like itself. It is equal and 
pure, without violent demonstrations: it is seen with white hairs and 

is always young in the heart.”
Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850) was a French novelist and 

playwright; the novel sequence La Comédie humaine, which 
presents a panorama of post-Napoleonic French life, is general-

ly viewed as his magnum opus

We need to educate ourselves on Constitution, hold representatives accountable
Editor, the Advocate:

My last letter mentioned 
types of Socialism and a pri-
mary purpose of socialism is 
ownership or control of private 
property. Another plank Karl 
Marx espoused is a graduat-
ed income tax. The sixteenth 
amendment states this tax 
will not regard any census or 
enumeration. This is contrary 
to Article 9 Section 4 of the 
Constitution, “No Capitation, 
or other, direct tax shall be laid, 
(unless in Proportion to the 
Census or enumeration herein 
before directed to be taken).

This appears to me to be an 
unconstitutional amendment 
and some say it was not prop-
erly ratified. This amendment 
was passed in 1913, which is a 

watershed year for socialist ac-
tivity in this nation. The Federal 
Reserve was also created that 
year. Which brings in the plank 
of centralization of credit in the 
hands of the state by means of 
a national bank.

Article I Section 8 Clause 5: 
Congress shall coin money and 
regulate the value thereof. Sec-
tion restricts the states to using 
gold or silver to pay debts. 
Also in 1913 the Senate would 
now be popularly elected with 
passage of the seventeenth 
amendment. Article I Section 3 
states that Senators would be 
chosen by the respective state 
legislature, this was a check 
built into the Constitution to 
limit federal or central govern-
ment powers.

Two other planks of com-
munism/socialism are; the 
abolition of rights of inheritance 
and central government control 
of education. Not much more 
needs to be mentioned, because 
it is obvious that government 
is controlling education from 
preschool to the university lev-
el. It will only take a little more 
time before leaving something 
behind for those you love will be 
a wistful desire.

There are some that want to 
call a constitutional conven-
tion to propose amendments. 
Would it be better to educate 
ourselves on the Constitution 
and hold our representatives to 
abide by their oath to support 
and defend the Constitution?

Anthony Corte, Victoria

According to 2018 statistics 
7,700 Americans remain MIA 
from the Korean War. Some re-
main in North Korea while oth-
ers have been interned in the 
Punchbowl Cemetery in Hawaii 
and identified by records re-
search and DNA testing.

I have been a history geek 
since childhood and have 
learned over the years while 
wars seem to play a huge part 
in the world or nations histo-
ry it always is distilled down 
to the individuals involved in 

combat and in support. Each 
KIA/MIA is a part of a families 
loss. History tells us the out-
come may be considered win, 
loss or tie.

Except when that flag draped 
coffin returns home. As a 
nation we honor Veterans on 
Veterans Day and those that 
gave their lives on Memorial 
Day. The point I would like to 
leave with each of us there are 
those flags are being folded 13 
times and handed to a grieving 
loved one frequently and often 
passes unnoticed.

We must never forget. God 
bless the United States of 
America and Veterans that 
served with honor and those 
that gave that final measure of 

devotion.
Daniel Martin

Online comments on ‘Friday 
is National Vietnam War Veter-
ans Day’ from March 28

Vietnam Veterans, you de-
serve this day of recognition 
and so much more. Enjoy this 
day as best you can as I know 
it may dredge up some painful 
memories. I hope this day also 
reminds you of how grateful we 
are as a nation for your sacri-
fice of service. You answered 
the call to arms and for that we 
honor you this day and forever 
more.

And finally, Welcome Home; 
we love you!

Vanessa Hicks-Callaway

Online comments on ‘After 
seven decades, MIA Korean 
War veteran’s remains to be 
buried at home’ from March 28
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