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• E-mail the entry form and up to six opinion pieces, editorials or columns on a 
single subject to SNPA at cindy@snpa.org.  Entries must have been published – 
online or in print – by a daily or non-daily newspaper between May 1, 2017, and 
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What is the subject/title of the entry? Accountability and transparency in government related 
to a public corruption investigation of state lawmakers taking kickbacks in exchange for grants 
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Please give a brief explanation of issues discussed and the results achieved.  (This 
space will expand as you type in your comments.) 

A state representative who owns a popular local diner mysteriously abandoned his likely successful bid to 
become the top county administrator. A state senator devoted almost exclusively to his role in state 
government suddenly decides against a re-election campaign, shocking Northwest Arkansas’ political 
world. The situation becomes clearer in early 2017 when federal prosecutors announce the then-former 
state representative entered a guilty plea to accepting a kickback in a scheme involving the state’s 
General Improvement Fund, through which lawmakers gave themselves individual authority to dole out 
grants to organizations in the state. In the year-plus that has followed, our editorials have pressed for 
more accountability in government, standing for the proposition that the public trust must be considered a 
holy sacrament of representative government within public institutions. We’ve explored the power of 
secrecy and its vital antidote, transparency. And we’ve demanded a higher standard for public officials. 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson only recently announced he will no longer create a budget with General 
Improvement Fund money in it, at least temporarily ending this all-too-tempting “slush fund,” as one of 
the accused referred to it. We will continue to push the Legislature to formally reject the practice and to 
ensure any future allocations for local needs happens only within a system designed for integrity and with 
measures to prevent individual lawmakers from asserting control of large sums. 
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