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Opinion

Changes in license to carry
MY FIVE CENTS

Many times the pace of 
the legislative session can 
get a little hectic. I often 
tell my staff that session is 
more like a marathon than 
a sprint. We well on our way 
through our marathon, as 
we have just passed the 70th 
day, which is the half-way 
point of the session. 

Here are five things hap-
pening at your Capitol this 
week:
1. License to Carry

At the beginning of this 
week, I laid out Senate Bill 
16, which lowers the fee Tex-
ans pay to obtain a license 
to carry or concealed carry 
license by $100, making it 
one of the lowest in the coun-
try. Currently, Texas has the 
highest fees in the nation to 
obtain a license, which im-
poses an undue burden on 
Texans constitutional right 
to bear arms through these 
means. The proposed $40 fee 
would cover the necessary 
cost by the state for coun-
ty, state and federal back-
ground checks. The license 
renewal would also be low-
ered from $70 to $40. 
2. Senate Finance Commit-
tee Approves Budget

Over the past few months, 
I have shared with you the 
process of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee as we 
work towards approving a 
budget for the upcoming bi-
ennium. After weeks of hear-
ing from each agency in the 
state, as well as our time in 
workgroups, the Committee 
has voted out their version 

of the budget. This budget 
fully funds public educa-
tion, including funding for 
student enrollment growth, 
and increases the appropri-
ation for Child Protective 
Services, which includes 
funding to strengthen foster 
care capacity and retention 
of staff. It also increases 
funding for mental health in 
the state, as well as funding 
for new construction and re-
pairs for our states hospital 
system and dedicated funds 
for transportation. 
3. School Choice Hearing

This week, the Senate 
Committee on Education 
held a hearing on Senate 
Bill 3, also known as ‘School 
Choice’, which would give 
public funds to parents who 
want to put their children 
in private schools or pub-
lic charter schools. This bill 
would establish education 
savings accounts and tax 
credit scholarships, which 
parents could use for tuition, 
educational software, tutor-
ing for home school students, 
or stay in public school and 
get funding for transporta-
tion to go to another public 

school. 
I believe education is and 

always will be the most im-
portant issue the Legisla-
ture considers. As a state 
we have a responsibility to 
ensure our future genera-
tions are receiving an edu-
cation which will help them 
to become productive and 
contributing members of so-
ciety. When I was elected to 
serve as Senator, I pledged 
to represent Senate District 
3 to the best of my ability. As 
this bill continues through 
the legislative process, I will 
keep the feedback from those 
within my district in mind.
4. Grants for Veterans Men-
tal Health 

This month, the Texas 
Health and Human Services 
Commission (HHSC) an-
nounced they will award up 
to $10 million in grant fund-
ing to community collabora-
tives across the state to help 
Texas veterans and their 
families with mental health 
issues. These grants are in-
tended to improve the quali-
ty of life of Texas veterans by 
helping local communities to 
expand the availability, in-
crease access and enhance 
delivery of mental health 
treatment and services.

This program was es-
tablished by a bill, which 
was passed last session, 
providing the funding to 
be matched with local and 
private funds by grantees 
demonstrating a commit-
ment to addressing mental 
health needs of not only vet-

erans, but also their families 
in their local communities. 
More than 10,000 veterans 
are projected to be served 
through these programs. For 
more information on access-
ing behavioral health ser-
vices in Texas, please visit 
https://MentalHealthTX.org. 
You can also find more infor-
mation on services for Texas 
veterans, their families and 
survivors by visiting https://
veterans.portal.texas.gov. 
5. Official Breakfast Item of 
Texas

We all know the bluebon-
net is the official flower of 
Texas, the states nickname 
is “The Lone Star State’’, and 
the Mockingbird is our state 
bird. However, did you know 
that pecan pie is our official 
pie, our official fish is the 
Guadalupe bass, or that the 
official footwear of Texans 
is the cowboy boot? These 
important designations are 
often done during a legis-
lative session, and this ses-
sion is no different. House 
Concurrent Resolution 92 
has been filed to make the 
breakfast taco the official 
breakfast item of Texas. Of-
ten as popular as barbecue 
and chili, the breakfast taco 
has become a popular item, 
no matter what type, for all 
Texans. 

Robert Nichols is the Re-
publican Senator for the 3rd 
District in the Texas Senate.

‘Granny Tax’ Bill puts local 
nursing home residents at risk  

COLUMN

This year, I had the oppor-
tunity to witness first hand 
Governor Greg Abbott’s 
State of the State Address. 
In listening to his vision, 
there were a number of com-
mitments that stood out to 
all of us proud Texans. One 
particular statement I heard 
loud and clear was, “…the 
only good tax is a dead tax”, 
which is why I was so sur-
prised to learn legislation 
has been filed to tax a most 
vulnerable group of elderly 
residents residing in Texas 
nursing homes.  

During my 23 years in se-
nior living, I have seen many 
attempts that avoid getting 
at the heart of the problem, 
which is adequately funding 
nursing homes for the cost of 
providing quality care and 
services to those in need. 
But that’s not a good reason 
for the misguided proposals 
that seem to find their way 
into the halls of the Texas 
Capitol.  

Labeled “the granny tax”, 
Senate Bill 1130 and House 
Bill 2766 would generate 
state revenue by taxing ev-
ery nursing home resident 
in the state. Nursing home 
residents who pay for their 
own care would now have 
to carry a tax bill of over 
$4,000 per year, pushing the 
private pay residents ever 
closer to becoming Medicaid 
recipients. Oh, the legisla-
tion does try and pretend 
the tax won’t be passed on 
to the resident; but that only 
adds a layer of absurdity to 
this proposal. Every organi-

zation must cover its costs to 
remain afloat.  

Recently working with 
its sole member, Method-
ist Retirement Communi-
ties (MRC), to redevelop for 
long-term viability in Bryan, 
Crestview/Arbor Oaks has 
proudly served residents of 
Bryan and College Station 
since the early 1960s. Hav-
ing a stellar reputation for 
quality care and compas-
sionate staff, Crestview is 
the only CMS 5-star rated 
community in the area. As 
a faith-based, non-profit 
that is committed to serving 
with integrity, compassion, 
accountability, respect and 
excellence, MRC now has 
another senior living com-
munity under construction 
to serve the great people in 
this area. This new one is 
called The Langford, and is 
located next to Christ United 
Methodist Church off Hwy 6. 
Doors will open the first half 
of 2018.

If Texas is going to treat 
our most vulnerable seniors 
with respect and dignity as 
we seek to do at Crestview, 
I believe our legislators need 
to support quality of care 
funding solutions that are 
shared rather than target 
those who are already frail 
and aging. In recent years, 
I have been very encouraged 
to hear our Senator Charles 
Schwertner speak to the im-
portance of quality in nurs-
ing homes, and I applaud his 
dedication. It is unfortunate 
that some legislators would 
seek to threaten quality care 
by imposing yet another tax, 
this time on the most vulner-
able in our society.    

Ron Jennette is President 
& CEO of Crestview/Arbor 
Oaks and Methodist Retire-
ment Communities.

RON JENNETTE
Opinion

The federal budget in 2015 was approximate-
ly $3.8 trillion.  In February 2017, there were 
approximately 123 million full-time employed 
Americans. 

Let’s assume the federal budget for 2017 re-
mains at the same level as in 2015, $3.8 trillion.  
Let’s also assume 
that employment 
remains steady at 
the February 2017 
level, 123 million 
full-time employed 
Americans.  At the 
end of the year, 
if each full-time 
employee paid 
an equal share of 
the federal budget each would owe $30,894.

Our federal tax system does not work that 
way though.  

If you make less than a certain amount or 
qualify for tax credits you do not pay federal 
income taxes.  Let’s assume only two-thirds of 
those employed full-time will qualify to pay fed-
eral income taxes.  In our hypothetical analysis, 
the number of full-time employees paying taxes 
would drop to about 81.2 million.  Each would 
owe $46,800.

That is insane.
Of course, you can argue with this analysis 

by saying that the federal government has other 
revenue sources.  The federal government, for 
instance, receives revenue from corporations do-
ing business in the United States.  But where do 
those businesses get the funds to pay the taxes.  
It is pretty simple; they add it in to the amount 
they charge consumers who buy their products 
and services.

It is insane for our federal government to 
spend that much.

Our current president has proposed a budget 
with cuts in some areas and increases in others.  
Those who face proposed cuts are crying foul.

Take for instance Meal on Wheels.
Does it make sense for my employer to take 

money out of my check in the form of federal 
income tax withholdings, send it to Washing-
ton and then for Washington to send it back to 
Orange, Texas to feed some one in a Meals on 
Wheels program in my neighborhood? (Take a 
deep breathe, I know that is a run on sentence.)

It could be my next-door neighbor receiving 
the meal.

A cartoon published on the Editorial page 
of The Orange Leader in the March 18 edition 
identified public housing, climate science, help-
ing low-income senior citizens find work, early 
childhood education, grants for teacher training 
and Meals on Wheels as items to be cut in the 
proposed federal budget.

It is very easy to cry foul.
But, if I send a dollar to Washington to buy 

meals for Meals on Wheels recipients in my 
neighborhood I wonder if Washington sends the 
whole dollar back?  I should reasonably expect 
a deduction for administrative costs, at least a 
nickel, maybe a dime or a quarter or two.  Pos-
sibly, if I drive to the Meals on Wheels kitchen 
and drop a dollar in the collection plate, they 
may use the whole amount on food, or gas, or a 
serving container.

The reality is it makes more sense for the dol-
lar to be kept here and spent here.  Washington 
should not be involved.

Why do we put up with the insanity of allow-
ing our federal government to do this?

In his 2017 State of the County report, pub-
lished January 4, 2017 by The Orange Leader, 
Judge Stephen ‘Brint’ Carlton stated the county 
gave a grant of $40,000 to the Orange County 
Meals on Wheels program.  By doing so the 
county received a 2 to 1 match from the State of 
Texas from its Texans feeding Texans program 
offered by the Texas Department of Agriculture.

That makes sense.
When our Orange County Commissioners 

administer our local Meals on Wheels program 
we can go see Judge Carlton or Commissioners 
Trahan, Gothia, Burton or Crump.  We can look 
them in the eye and tell them exactly what we 
think, good or bad.

That isn’t an option when Washington is 
involved.

Bobby Tingle is publisher of The Orange Leader.  
You can reach him at bobby.tingle@orangeleader.
com.
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