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Saturday will mark 
Donald Trump’s first 
100 days in office – 
a milestone which 
Candidate Trump 
set for himself on 
the campaign trail 
to introduce sweep-
ing reform to our 
government.  In the 
past week, howev-
er, President Trump 
has moved to dismiss 
the 100 day mark as 
an arbitrary timeline 
which, no doubt, was 
engineered by those 
evil leftists in the 
media to make him 
look bad.  Whatever 
the case, the first 100 
days is usually a good 
indicator of what a 
president’s policy pri-
orities are along with 
a hint of what his 
style will be in getting 
them accomplished.

The Trump team 
has seen a lot of bold 
action in the realm 
of foreign relations.  
Unfortunately, most 
of this bold action 
has been on the part 
of our adversaries.  
Trump doesn’t seem 
to be anywhere close 
to achieving (or even 
defining, for that 
matter) our goals in 
the Middle East.  Cit-
izen Trump had cau-
tioned then-President 
Obama about getting 
involved in Syria in 
2013 then, after a 
one-off missile strike 

that rendered a Syr-
ian airbase inopera-
ble for a whole day, 
criticized the former 
president for not act-
ing sooner.  The Rus-
sia-Syria-Iran axis 
was strengthened, the 
hospital where the 
victims of a chemical 
attack were taken was 
bombed and, accord-
ing to recent reports, 
Iran has begun acting 
as a conduit to former 
Taliban operatives 
for Russian-made 
weapons.

The picture on 
the Korean penin-
sula isn’t any rosi-
er.  Trump claimed 
that we would settle 
the issue of North 
Korea’s nuclear am-
bitions alone if Chi-
na failed to act and 
crowed over the size 
of the “armada” that 
he was sending into 
the area.  Unfortu-
nately, the carrier 
group that was dis-
patched was actually 
headed to Indonesia.  
Knowing a little bit 

about geography is 
helpful when you’re 
the president.  North 
Korea has accelerated 
its weapons testing 
program and the Chi-
nese are basking in 
the glow of Trump’s 
reaffirmation of the 
“One China” policy 
and abandonment 
of his pledge to la-
bel China as a “cur-
rency manipulator.”  
Trump’s first 100 
days have been good 
ones for the Chinese.

In issues relating to 
the judiciary Trump 
was able to fill a va-
cancy on the Supreme 
Court.  Neil Gorsuch 
was a solid pick.  Like 
Merrick Garland, 
he benefitted from 
bipartisan support 
when he was first el-
evated to a federal 
judgeship but those 
accolades are off the 
table when it comes 
to the Supreme Court 
in this day and age.  
It’s a shame that his 
confirmation hear-
ings were marred by 
partisan infighting 
and that Mitch Mc-
Connell had to bend 
the Senate’s rules to 
get him confirmed on 
the high court.

But Trump has 
continued a pattern 
of attacking judges 
who take exception 
to his view of the rule 
of law.  This started 

on the campaign trail 
and has continued 
while a series of ex-
ecutive orders have 
been shot down in 
the courts.  This may 
come back to haunt 
Trump in the future.

Trump is on track 
to issue more execu-
tive orders than any 
of his predecessors.  I 
find this fact amusing 
given that the right 
wing repeatedly crit-
icized Obama for the 
number of executive 
orders that he issued 
and his alleged pro-
pensity for “executive 
overreach.”  But the 
truth of the matter is 
that executive orders 
are generally just pro-
paganda masquer-
ading as policy.  The 
real humor comes in 
when you look at the 
contradictions con-
tained in Trump’s or-
ders.

For example, after 
introducing a bud-
get that cut nearly $2 
billion from the Na-
tional Park Service’s 
funding, Trump is-
sued a proclama-
tion making the 3rd 
week of April “Na-
tional Park Week.”  I 
think “National Park 
Weak” would have 
been a more appro-
priate title.  To follow 
up, Trump did sign a 
“Buy American-Hire 
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It’s been almost 12 years since Gwen Mills took the helm 
of Comal County’s health department. 

The county’s long-time health director — who’s retir-
ing so she can begin working as a caregiver to her elderly 
parents — is leaving some big shoes to fill. For years, Mills 
has helped manage the county’s  immunization program, 
helped keep residents aware of potential hazards to their 
health and has kept a close eye on the numbers of infectious 
diseases in Comal County. 

The job Mills has done for more than a decade required 
the ability to work across city, county and state departments, 
working especially close and communicating with officials 
in New Braunfels while keeping in touch with officials at the 
Texas Department of State Health Services to have a plan in 
place in case of a potential outbreak of any kind. 

Mills told the Herald-Zeitung she garnered most of her 
experience while working as a school nurse for almost 20 
years. 

“The 19 years of school nursing experience really gave me 
a good background for immunizations, for communicable 
diseases and things like that,” she said. 

Her experience is invaluable and we are sad to see her go, 
but that experience is of vital importance when considering 
Mills’ replacement.  

Whoever  takes Mills’ place should be equally qualified, 
equally hard working and just as able to bridge whatever 
divides may exist between our city, county and state gov-
ernments. The county’s new health director should be ready 
to manage local clinics that seek to immunize those most 
at-risk for contracting preventable diseases, should contin-
ue the work of educating residents about impending health 
crises like the Zika virus, should be ready to investigate 
and report serious diseases in the county and should work 
with city and state officials to keep county residents at peak 
health. 

As Comal County and New Braunfels continue their ex-
ponential growth, this new health director should be ready 
for the work that growth will bring. 

Communicating with local media to help inform resi-
dents is also an important aspect of the job. 

All residents of Comal County owe Mills a debt of grati-
tude for her service all these years. But the work of keeping 
Comal County a safe and healthy environment for residents 
and their families will begin anew with a new face, hopefully 
with an equally service minded, competent individual. 

County officials should conduct as wide a search as neces-
sary to find the best and brightest candidates for this highly 
important position. After all, it will take the best and bright-
est to take Mills’ place.

Selecting new 
health director is 

important 
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