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OPINIONOPINION

Even before Schlitterbahn gave New Braunfels one of the 
world’s premier water parks, our pristine rivers have attract-
ed tourism from across the globe. New Braunfels is a magi-
cal place full of scenic hill country views, important histori-
cal perspectives and, of course, our popular rivers.

But a Texas economist says the very tourism that helps 
fund our city coffers through sales taxes could be threatened 
by the Texas Legislature’s Senate Bill 6, or the “bathroom 
bill” as it has come to be known. The ACLU of Texas says 
they’ve been tracking at least 24 other similar bills in the 
Legislature that would limit the ability of gay, bisexual or 
transgender individuals to live their lives free from discrim-
ination.

According to a study prepared for the San Antonio Area 
Tourism Council that was released Monday by The Perry-
man Group in Waco, the San Antonio-New Braunfels met-
ropolitan area could see a drastic reduction in tourism-re-
lated income if many of these initiatives were to pass. This is 
because major sports institutions such as the NBA, NCAA 
and the NFL have said publicly they’re having second 
thoughts about bringing future events to Texas should the 
Legislature decide to pass such laws. North Carolina’s sim-
ilar law was modified after the state lost out on the NBA’s 
All-Star game that was to be held in Charlotte. It seems these 
organizations and other business interests would rather not 
risk the perception that they’re giving tacit approval to such 
policies by bringing their events to Texas.

The Perryman Group’s study estimated the San Anto-
nio and New Braunfels area could see a negative economic 
impact estimated at $411.8 million per year and lose some 
4,650 jobs. The Perryman Group also estimated a loss in lo-
cal tax revenues totaling $11.3 million per year.

“At maturity, the losses could be expected to rise to $689.2 
million in gross product, almost 7,780 jobs, and $18.9 mil-
lion in lost tax receipts to local governments in the area,” the 
study said. “Even losing a single large convention or event 
could result in notable losses.”

Statewide, the losses would be even bigger, so why have 
our elected officials prioritized such laws?

Aside from the moral argument of allowing or prevent-
ing citizens to exercise their rights free from the constraints 
of government intrusion into their sex lives, the economic 
risks of enacting these laws should be reason enough to con-
sider abandoning such controversial legislation.  

If these laws were to pass, they could result in more tax-
payer dollars being spent by our state to defend against po-
tential lawsuits that could result. This is a distraction our 
state doesn’t need amidst an ailing child welfare system, 
public education system, state highway system and other 
more important issues facing Texas.

Legislators need to abandon policies that target the 
LGBTQ community, and soon.

Our friendly, beautiful community’s economy needs 
tourism to thrive. Worrying about where people answer the 
call of nature is not our hill to die on.

Bathroom bill 
could impact 
our wallets 
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The battle against sex trafficking of minors
PHOENIX — Three 

months ago, State 
Trooper Jonathan Otto, 
33, of the Arizona De-
partment of Public 
Safety pulled over a car 
that had caught his at-
tention by traveling 104 
miles per hour long after 
midnight, just south of 
Kingman. He smelled 
marijuana in the car. 
It was driven by a man 
with an adult female 
wearing only lingerie. 
Their passenger was a 
female juvenile whose 
fake document showed 
her to be 18. She was, 
Otto says, “not wearing 
a whole lot of clothing.”

The adults had taken 
this 16-year-old from 
California to Arizo-
na and were heading 
for Las Vegas. The girl 
gave Otto the California 
phone number of her 
grandmother, who im-
mediately told him the 
girl might have been in 
prostitution since she 
was 15. Trained in in-
terview techniques for 
such situations, and ex-
perienced at noticing 
people who somehow 
do not belong together, 
Otto correctly suspected 
DMST — domestic mi-
nor sex trafficking.

Trooper Mitch Jer-
genson, 46, stopped a 
car driven by a man 
whose passenger was a 
17-year-old girl he had 
gotten to know via Face-
book and other social 

media. He had paid for 
her ticket from Califor-
nia to Phoenix and was 
taking her to Las Vegas. 
She said she was going to 
be a “model,” then said 
she was going to work 
in a strip club. This, says 
Jergenson, is “the start 
of a process” whereby 
minors often wind up 
working the streets. “Las 
Vegas has strict regula-
tions, but … .” 

Sgt. Scott Reutter, 47, 
who watches the mo-
tels near the Phoenix 
intersection of I-17 and 
I-10, where prostitutes 
are active, approached 
a young girl talking to 
an older man. She said 
she was 22. Reutter, 
whose daughters are 22 
and 19, thought she was 
“14, maybe 15.” She had 
been a runaway for 17 
months, since she was 
13, and said that if she 
were returned to the 
custody of child services 
she would run again. Af-
ter a 10-minute hearing, 
she was returned. She 
immediately ran, and 

did so repeatedly. To be 
in law enforcement is 
often to feel condemned 
to bailing an ocean with 
a thimble.

Frank Milstead, too, 
knows how Sisyphus 
felt. When nature de-
signed him, it had a 
director of the Depart-
ment of Public Safety in 
mind. Large and lacon-
ic, he is the 54-year-old 
son of a Phoenix cop 
and, although he spent 
some time doing stand-
up comedy, he knows in 
the marrow of his bones 
that “there are so many 
people out there who 
want to take advantage 
of other people.”     

It is unclear how many 
victims of DMST there 
are because for many 
reasons the crime is not 
often reported by its vic-
tims. They are, Milstead 
says, usually abducted, 
sort of, from “some envi-
ronment where nobody 
missed them,” adding, 
however, that traffickers 
cannot control “people 
who are unwilling.”

But many trafficked 
minors, “who no one 
had made to feel valu-
able,” are, Milstead says, 
“chronic runaways” 
with attenuated capaci-
ties for self-determina-
tion. They are products 
of poor or nonexistent 
parenting; their traffick-
ers provide food, shelter, 
a simulacrum of caring, 
and drugs that produce 

dependency. Milstead 
guesses that 80 percent 
are addicted. Hence, 
they engage in “survival 
sex.”

Milstead’s troopers 
patrol motel parking 
lots and get to know 
those who do the mo-
tels’ housekeeping and 
notice suspicious activ-
ity. Big sporting events, 
of which Phoenix has 
many — the Super Bowl, 
the Final Four, NCAA 
championship football 
games — attract traf-
fickers. Troopers also 
watch bars and night-
clubs where minors are 
offered for sex, and, in-
creasingly, monitor the 
internet and social me-
dia.

The website Back-
page, whose founders 
live in Arizona, began as 
a place for normal clas-
sified advertising but, a 
U.S. Senate investiga-
tion concluded, found 
its most lucrative busi-
ness being a sexual mar-
ketplace. The New York 
Times reports that law 
enforcement officials 
say Backpage’s “dating 
section” often “used 
teasers like ‘Amber alert’ 
and ‘Lolita’ to signal that 
children were for sale.” 
According to the Times, 
“In the midst of a Sen-
ate investigation, a fed-
eral grand jury inquiry 
in Arizona, two federal 
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