
1 

  
 

Name of Author(s):  Miles Smith 
 

Author’s Title (editor, columnist, etc.):  Managing Editor 

 

Newspaper: New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung 

 

Address: 549 Landa Street 
 

City: New Braunfels 

 

State:  Texas 

 

ZIP:  78131 
 

Phone:  (830) 625-9144 

 

Fax: (830) 825-1224 

 

E-Mail: rblackburn@herald-
zeitung.com  

 

Submitted by:  Miles Smith 

Title of Person Submitting: Managing Editor 

Phone Number: (830) 358-7931 

E-mail Address: miles.smith@herald-zeitung.com 

 

 

What is the subject/title of the entry? Be a superhero for a day by taking a few laps 

 

Date(s) of publication? April 21, 2017 

 

Is your newspaper under 50,000 circulation or above 50,000 circulation? Under 

 

Please give a brief explanation of issues discussed and the results achieved.  (This 
space will expand as you type in your comments.) 

 

We take a light-hearted, pithy approach to reminding people of the Relay for Life’s 
importance and inviting them to participate in the event. It’s not particularly hard hitting, 
but it’s well written and shows off an editorial board that has a combination of wit and 
the ability to write a cohesive piece that supports people in the community. 

 

 

Carmage Walls 

Commentary Prize 

 

2017 Entry Form 



OPINIONOPINION
4 | Friday, April 21, 2017  | herald-zeitung.com 

We all know someone who’s had cancer.
The horrible disease remains one of the leading 

causes of death in the world, and while treatments 
exist that can lengthen lifespans and help people 
fight the disease, scientists are still working to find 
a cure.

Sadly, most of us are not scientists. The last note-
worthy experiment many of us conducted was see-
ing if vinegar and baking soda, when combined 
with food coloring, could make something resem-
bling a tiny volcano. (It does.)

But we can still help, and how many of us help 
is by raising money for researchers to keep doing 
what they do. 

One such way we do that is through events like the 
Relay for Life, which will be held in New Braunfels 
tonight at 7 p.m. at Church Hill Middle School. The 
deadline to register has passed, but participants can 
still register in person tonight.

The event wraps up at 1 a.m. Saturday.
It’s not too late to donate to the cause. Comal 

County Relay for Life is looking to raise $150,000 to 
put toward finding a cure for cancer. As of Monday, 
more than $93,000 had been raised. Event lead Ch-
asity Schneider said 45 teams and 370 participants 
had pre-registered to take part in the event.

It raises money, but it also shows solidarity by 
giving citizens of a community a chance to show 
support for both loved ones and complete strangers  
who are either battling or have succumbed to cancer.

“Relay for Life is a great opportuntity to come to 
gether and create a world with less cancer and more 
birthdays,” Schneider told the Herald-Zeitung ear-
lier this week. “It provides us with a way to celebrate 
and honor cancer survivors, remember those lost to 
the disease and fight back with the shared belief that 
cancer will one day be eliminated.”

If you’ve participated before, you know what to ex-
pect. But for those who haven’t, it begins with the Sur-
vivor’s Lap, during which cancer survivors of all ages 
and their caregivers walk around the track. After that 
follows the childhood cancer awareness lap.

Later, at nightfall, the luminaria service begins. The 
candlelight vigil honors surviviors and remembers 
those who have been lost to cancer Luminaria can-
dles line the track and are left burning throughout the 
night as a reminder to participants of the importance 
of their involvement.

There’s usually a theme, and this year, it’s “Be a Su-
perhero.”

You don’t have to leap tall buildings in a single 
bound, but you can walk a few laps around a track.

You can even wear a cape. No one will mind.

Be a superhero 
for a day by  

taking a few laps
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Few investigations are 
more complex and volatile 
for a lead local prosecutor 
as those involving police 
shootings. How the criminal 
justice system handles a case 
can fracture a community, 
particularly when emotional 
wounds are raw and when 
the public demands a trans-
parent investigation but is 
skeptical they can get one.

We know this well in Tra-
vis County, where dozens of 
cases involving lethal police 
shootings have been present-
ed to grand juries over many 
years — though jurors have 
indicted only one officer in 
the past decade. Among 
some in our community, 
those results have fanned a 
climate of distrust feeding on 
the perception that the justice 
system is biased in favor of 
police officers.

For Travis County District 
Attorney Margaret Moore, 
a recent conversation with 
a community leader about 
her office's role in inves-
tigating police shootings 
emphasized the need for 
transparency. Moore out-
lined myriad steps, includ-
ing how her office responds 
to shooting scenes, attends 
police department briefings 
and conducts its own inves-
tigations.

"No, they don't do that," 
the community leader re-
plied. Moore instantly saw 
a problem.

"Communities should 
know what the DA does . 
and what law enforcement 
does during these investi-
gations," Moore recently 
told the American-States-
man's editorial board as she 
laid out details of her steps 

to drastically change how 
Travis County prosecutors 
oversee their investigations 
into police shootings.

Among the chang-
es effective immediately, 
Moore's office will evaluate 
each case to determine if a 
crime may have been com-
mitted. Only when Moore 
thinks a shooting was un-
lawful or if facts about it are 
in dispute will she take the 
case to a grand jury.

In the past, Travis County 
grand juries heard evidence 
in all police shooting cases 
and decided whether to in-
dict an officer or to issue a 
"no-bill" when they ruled a 
shooting was justified.

But Moore said waiting 
sometimes months for the 
grand jury to decide in-
advertently had been an 
obstacle to a timely airing 
of the facts. In many cases 
"the opportunity for misin-
formation to influence the 
communities' reaction is 
very high," Moore told us. 
The old way, she said, also 
left officers and families in 
limbo.

Moore said she also will 
issue a public statement 
about any shooting prose-
cutors believe was justified, 
thus closing the case and 
making documents from 
the investigation available 
to the public. Prosecutors 
typically don't offer an 
opinion of a police shooting 
case, but Moore thinks it's 
appropriate.

"We should be telling the 
community our assessment 
of a case straight up," she 
told American-Statesman 
reporter Tony Plohetski.

Moore also said her office 
will hold regular communi-
ty forums where the public 

can review documents, ask 
questions about a police 
shooting case and how 
prosecutors arrived at their 
decision.

We welcome Moore's 
overarching goal to bring 
more transparency, just as 
we applaud any efforts to 
make government more 
open. We particularly sup-
port making documents 
from the investigation avail-
able in a timelier fashion 
when prosecutors choose 
not to present a case to the 
grand jury. And we applaud 
Moore's decision to make 
specific recommendations 
to the grand jury when 
prosecutors believe an of-
ficer may have committed 
a crime. Previous policy in 
the district attorney's office 
had been to send those cas-
es to the grand jury without 
recommendation.

However, we would have 
preferred that Moore use 
an independent prosecutor 
— as we have called for in 
the past. Because they allay 
perceptions of blurred lines 
between prosecutors and 
police, independent prose-
cutors have proved to be a 
viable tool in police shoot-
ing cases nationally.

Moore and her staff appear 
to have vetted changes with 
law enforcement and their 
unions, elected officials, com-
munity leaders and civil rights 
groups.

"It has buy-in from every-
body. We've never seen that 
before," Nelson Linder, pres-
ident of the Austin chapter of 
the NAACP, told the editorial 
board. Linder said the public 
wants a district attorney and a 
system it can trust — and the 
changes in oversight are a step 
in that direction.

Austin City Council Mem-
ber Greg Casar said that while 
he appreciates Moore address-
ing local and national concerns 
about the "independence, 
integrity and effectiveness" of 
prosecution in police shooting 
cases, he noted that declin-
ing to present some cases to a 
grand jury could prove con-
troversial. Casar urged Moore 
to also present cases that might 
be viewed as borderline.

"We have to keep on mon-
itoring as a community how 
these new polices do or don't 
improve the delivery of justice," 
he told the editorial board.

Civil rights attorney Jim 
Harrington, however, wasn't 
in a mood to wait, blasting 
Moore's policy for giving 
grand juries less oversight.

"The civil rights of the peo-
ple are too important to be left 
up to the 'trust me' discretion of 
a political official," Harrington 
said in a statement. "What the 
people need is more transpar-
ency and more independence 
of the grand jury in police 
shootings."

The district attorney is in-
deed asking Travis County 
residents to trust her deci-
sion-making after a deliber-
ate review of the evidence. 
But trust is earned — and it 
will be interesting to see the 
public's reaction in the first 
instance when some disagree 
with Moore's decision not to 
present a case to a grand jury. 
Moore and her prosecutors 
will need to cleanly articulate 
the reasons for such decisions.

We agree with Casar that 
the community must monitor 
the results of the district attor-
ney's policy changes and hold 
her accountable. We trust 
that Moore will also careful-
ly monitor the results and 
adapt as needed.

The delicate balance of investigating police shootings

Cindy
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