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I n the 2016 regular 
legislative session, 
Alabama legislators 

had a chance to begin the 
process of removing the 
influence of so-called 
“dark money” from state 
and local elections.

It is no surprise there isn’t 
a lot of enthusiasm among 
state lawmakers to stop the 
flow of secret campaign 
cash. But state Sen. Arthur 
Orr, R-Decatur, and Rep. 
Mike Jones, R-Andalusia, 
at least tried by introduc-
ing bills in the legislative 
session that would have 
changed how campaigns 
in Alabama are financed. 
Their effort failed, but we 
hope it will resume and pick 
up steam with voters who 
will demand our lawmak-
ers keep the interests of 
the people above special 
interests.

This past November, the 
Center for Public Integrity 
gave Alabama a grade of “F” 
because of all the loopholes 
in the state’s laws that allow 
for special interest groups 
to secretly pour money 
into candidates’ campaigns 
through political action 
committees.

But Alabama isn’t alone, 
according to the Bren-
nan Center for Justice, 
a non-profit law and 
policy institute based in 
New York. That group 
researched the spending 
by outside groups in six 
states between 2006 and 
2014. That time frame is 
significant, because right 
in the middle of it, in 2010, 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
made a landmark decision 
that allowed unlimited and 
anonymous spending.

This past Sunday, the 
institute released its find-
ings. Campaign spending 
where donors could be 
clearly identified fell to 29 
percent from 76 percent 
before the Supreme Court 
decision. Now, remember, 
we’re talking about state-
wide and local races, not 

federal campaigns. In local 
and state races, this dark 
money more often has a 
greater impact, with the 
secret giver more likely to 
realize a direct benefit.

While Alabama was 
not one of the six states 
studied by the Brennan 
Center, we have more 
than ample evidence that 
dark money is not only 
flowing through our local 
political process, it is the 
lifeblood of statewide and 
local politics.

Gov. Robert Bentley 
knows all about dark 
money. While Bentley, a 
Republican from Tusca-
loosa, promised that he 
would not accept dark 
money while campaign-
ing, he turned around and 
paid Rebekah Caldwell 
Mason, his “top politi-
cal adviser,” with dark 
money.

The Brennan Center 
report found that in the 
2012 race for Utah attor-
ney general, payday loan 
companies spent about 
$450,000 for election 
ads to drown out a push 
for consumer rights 
rules. No one knew who 
was paying for the ads 
because the money flowed 
anonymously through 
non-profits and politi-
cal action committees. 
Remember, the payday 
loan issue was also huge in 
Alabama this past session.

Voters should have a 
right to know who is fund-
ing campaign activity. We 
should know who is trying 
to influence governmental 
action. We should know 
who our candidates are 
beholden to. We also hope 
that Jones and Orr will 
pick up where they left 
off in the last session. We 
hope voters will demand 
that other Alabama 
lawmakers join them. 
Alabama is sick. It might 
not need a doctor, but it 
absolutely needs cam-
paign finance reform.

OUR VIEW

Continue the eff ort 
to end ‘dark money’

Clayton column an
anti-Muslim screed

Larry Clayton is a 
trained historian and 
should have known 
better than to equate 
Isabella and Ferdinand’s 
destruction of Granada 
with our current prob-
lems with ISIS, in his 
Sunday column (The 
Port Rail, June 26).

Before and after 1492, 
the Spanish crown and 
church were low on 
cash, due to high living 
and wars — and vari-
ous expeditions to the 
New World. They helped 
launch an Inquisition, 
run by the church but 
endorsed heartily by the 
crown, which sought 
that much-needed cash. 
The Inquisition tortured, 
burned, expelled, and of 
course stole from thou-
sands of Jews, Moors, 
and, yes, so-called ‘her-
etic’ Christians, starting 
an era of corruption and 
intolerance that persists 
to this day in Spain. If 
anything, the Inquisition 
was more destructive, 
long-lasting and violent 
even than ISIS has had a 
chance to be today.

Larry, who’s a long-
time friend of mine, has 
written an angry anti-
Muslim screed that is not 
worthy of him. I hope he 
will make this mistake up 

in another column in the 
near future.

 
Anna Jacobs Singer
Tuscaloosa

 

Day of Action brings
community together

On behalf of the United 
Way of West Alabama 
and our board of direc-
tors, I would like to 
thank the West Alabama 
community for their 
support and participa-
tion in our United Way 
Day of Action. Day of 
Action is a United Way 
Worldwide initiative 
designed to connect vol-
unteers with nonprofits 
and schools for a day of 
community service.

On Friday, June 17, 
we enjoyed the larg-
est Day of Action in the 
state of Alabama, with 
400 volunteers sharing 
their time and talents to 
better our community. 
That’s 400 charitable 
individuals executing 32 
projects for 29 schools 
and nonprofits such as 
organizing supplies, 
landscaping, painting 
and other projects that 
often are neglected due 
to limited resources and 
time.

It is heartwarming to 
see our community come 
together in such num-
bers not only in times 

of disaster but also on a 
regular summer day to 
help their fellow man. 
Again, many thanks to 
the volunteers, busi-
nesses who allowed their 
employees to partici-
pate on Friday and The 
Tuscaloosa News for 
participating in and pro-
moting this program.

 
Jackie Wuska, President and 
CEO
United Way of West Alabama
Tuscaloosa

 

President sends us
the wrong message

After the Orlando mass 
murders, Barack Obama 
stood on his throne 
and proclaimed we 
need more gun control, 
echoed by Hillary Clin-
ton and the rest of the 
Democrats.

Obama has allowed 15 
mass murders. Perhaps 
he and other Democrats 
should look in the mirror 
instead.

Obama told us on 
Nov. 14, 2015, that 
ISIS was “contained.” 
The following day 
Paris was attacked and 
early Sunday morn-
ing, June 12, a radical 
who had pledged to 
support ISIS shot over 
100 people in that 
Orlando night club. A 
Florida resident, who the 

government investigated 
before, yet did nothing 
about-unbelievable.

More gun control isn’t 
what this country needs.

Under this administra-
tion our nation has been 
weakened, the White 
House has been weak-
ened, and at one of the 
more dangerous times 
that I can recall, our 
military has been greatly 
diminished.

When the president 
snubs his nose at funer-
als for military generals 
who were killed in action 
and at funerals for Mar-
garet Thatcher and the 
most lethal sniper ever, 
Chris Kyle, there is an 
air of both ignorance and 
arrogance. A president 
shouldn’t be play-
ing golf instead. These 
are some of the people 
who allowed you the 
opportunity.

When he sends a 
delegation to the funeral 
of someone who died 
robbing a store instead, 
and order flags flown at 
half-staff for a singer 
who died of an overdose, 
and now for those who 
died in the early morning 
hours at a gay night club, 
I believe he is sending the 
wrong message to the 
American people.

 
Roderick N. Harris
Columbus, Miss.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WASHINGTON

H ere is the real 
lesson from the 
stunning Brexit 

vote: Throwing a tantrum 
at the polls is not liberat-
ing; it is self-defeating. 
Those tempted to vote 
for Donald Trump should 
pay very close attention.

Brexit was a big deal, 
but it is not the end of the 
world. Reeling financial 
markets should recover 
from the shock, which 
has been nowhere near 
as serious as the 2008 
meltdown. There will be 
some political turmoil in 
Europe, but I believe it will 
abate as everyone sees the 
extent to which British 
voters were defrauded.

It is already clear that 
those who chose to leave 
the European Union will 
not reap the benefits they 
were promised. Great 
Britain, or what’s left of it, 
will become a little poorer, 
less dynamic and less 
important. That’s about it.

The working-class Brit-
ons who bought the Brexit 

snake oil likely will not see 
their incomes rise or their 
prospects brighten. Nor 
will they see their multi-
cultural society become 
monocultural again. The 
whole thing was a fantasy, 
cynically concocted by 
ambitious politicians who 
apparently never thought 
the nation would take 
them seriously.

Boris Johnson, the 
former London mayor and 
one-time journalist who 
became the face of the 
Leave campaign, had the 
nerve to write an unctuous 
newspaper op-ed, pub-
lished Monday, in which 
he counseled everyone to 
remain calm. Britain “is 
part of Europe, and always 
will be,” wrote the man 

who did all he could to 
divorce his island nation 
from the continent.

Johnson was booed by 
onlookers as he left his 
home the morning after 
the vote. “We who are 
part of this narrow major-
ity must do everything 
we can to reassure the 
Remainers,” he wrote in 
his op-ed. Translation: 
Please don’t throw things 
at me.

It turns out that the 
Leave proponents maybe 
didn’t really want to leave 
— that they still want the 
benefits of EU member-
ship, but without the 
responsibilities. Britons 
will still be able to live and 
work throughout Europe, 
Johnson promised, and 
“there will continue to be 
free trade, and access to 
the single market.” This 
all may turn out to be 
true — but to keep these 
benefits, Britain will have 
to agree to most or all of 
the EU regulations that 
Brexit proponents deemed 
so suffocating.

Meanwhile, the other 
leading Brexiteer, U.K. 
Independence Party leader 
Nigel Farage, admitted 
that Britain won’t actually 
see a savings of hundreds 
of millions of pounds that 
could be used to improve 
the National Health Ser-
vice. Claims to that effect 
were a “mistake,” he said. 
Sorry, old chap.

Some European lead-
ers are calling for Britain 
to quickly take the formal 
steps that would begin 
the Brexit process. But 
Johnson maintains there 
is no hurry — an odd 
stance, given how won-
derful he told voters their 
lives would be as soon 
as they slipped the EU’s 
oppressive yoke. Could 
he be experiencing seller’s 
remorse, fearing the reac-
tion when Britons realize 
the shiny new Rolex he 
sold them is a fake?

I hope U.S. voters 
are paying attention. 
The Brexit solution is 
pure counterfeit but the 
underlying issues are 

real. In Britain as in this 
country, working-class 
incomes are stagnant and 
immigration, to some, 
seems out of control. 
Globalization seems to 
benefit the well-off and 
well-educated at the 
expense of everyone 
else. The temptation is to 
take refuge in national-
ism — forget the rest of 
the world, take care of our 
own, fend for ourselves. 
Build a wall.

That is Trump’s mes-
sage. But the gap between 
what he promises and 
what he can possibly 
deliver is even wider than 
in the Brexit example.

It is a cliche to say that 
we live in an intercon-
nected world, but that is 
the truth. Globalization 
is a fact and cannot be 
repealed by referendum 
— or, for that matter, 
by slogans printed on 
baseball caps. Nor can 
technological progress be 
reversed by any amount 
of ranting and raving.

Most of the 

manufacturing jobs that 
have disappeared from 
developed countries are 
gone forever, shipped off 
to places where labor is 
cheaper or eliminated by 
the use of robots. Borders 
are necessarily porous 
because goods, services 
and people have to cross 
them. What we need are 
policy initiatives that seek 
to address the economic 
malaise in places like the 
north of England and 
the American Rust Belt. 
What we do not need 
are simplistic, jingoistic 
“solutions” that don’t 
solve anything.

Brexit could end 
up breaking Britain 
into pieces — without 
addressing any of the 
problems it was supposed 
to solve. I hope Trump 
supporters pay attention. 
Catharsis is not a plan.

 
—Eugene Robinson is a 
columnist for The Wash-
ington Post. Readers can 
email him at eugenerobin-
son@washpost.com.

ANOTHER VIEW

Brexit’s cautionary tale for Trump supporters

EUGENE ROBINSON

165893
Highlight



A6 Monday, October 24, 2016 | The Tuscaloosa News

If Beltway insiders 
and other East Coast 
elites ever wondered 

why so many Americans 
prefer Donald Trump to 
Hillary Clinton, all they 
need do is watch a rerun 
of Thursday night’s 71st 
annual Alfred E. Smith 
Memorial Foundation 
Dinner.

There they were in 
their finery, A-listers 
from the once-cherished 
institutions of church, 
state and the Fourth 
Estate — including the 
two aforementioned 
major-party presi-
dential candidates; 
Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 
the evening’s host; 
and, hardly least, Maria 
Bartiromo’s decolletage. 
No one watching could 
have missed the cleavage 
clad in candy apple red 
beneath long sparkling 
earrings, as Bartiromo’s 
elbow-length gloves 
fluttered like white doves 

directing traffic to the 
heart of things. A flicker-
ing female vision floating 
in the TV frame among 
four, dusty-white males, 
she appeared as one of 
those online ads that dis-
tract readers as they try 
to concentrate.

Oh, but the delectable 
humor, jarring jokes and 
quivering quips — the 
titters they brought to 
bleached smiles and 
knowing nods — and all 
for the good of disad-
vantaged children for 
whom the dinner raised 
$6 million. What could 
be better than dining 
with a few close friends, 

amusing oneself as the 
future president and the 
inevitable loser trade 
insults, as millions of 
viewers remember why 
they hate Washington?

Homage also was paid 
to the dinner’s namesake, 
Al Smith, the first Catho-
lic to run for president of 
the United States and at 
a time (the 1920s) when 
Catholics were viewed as 
Satan’s spawn by people 
such as Trump’s own 
father, who participated 
in a KKK-sponsored, 
anti-Catholic rally.

God bless America, 
how far we’ve come.

But not really, as 
Trump came to remind 
the boo-and-hisser 
crowd. As though he 
cared. And, as though 
all the deplorables and 
Trump sympathiz-
ers watching at home 
weren’t perfectly 
delighted by Trump’s 
performance.  

The dinner is supposed 
to be a gentle roast at 
which political foes parry 
a bit but always with 
rubber rapiers. Attend-
ees faithfully present 
themselves as priests and 
priestesses of the Highest 
Order of Civility, Good 
Humor & Charitable 
Hearts. A good time is 
supposed to be had by all.

Trump knows the rules 
all right and even men-
tioned that he’d been 
attending the dinner for 
years, beginning when he 
was a young man accom-
panying his father. But 
being Trump means never 
playing by the rules.

He began his remarks 
well enough, looking 
rather presidential and 
certainly comfortable in 
a formal environment 
bloated with swells. But 
Trump carries within 
him a little bit of Gollum 
mixed with a touch of 
Truman Capote. Like 

Gollum, he loathes what 
he loves and can’t resist 
sabotaging himself. Like 
Capote, he turns on his 
own. If Capote alienated 
all his “swans,” the belles 
of Upper East Side New 
York, by betraying their 
confidences in “La Cote 
Basque, 1965,” Trump 
betrayed the hopes of his 
powerful and wealthy 
colleagues that he could 
be trusted to behave.

Some of his jokes were 
very funny: “After listen-
ing to Hillary rattle on 
and on and on, I don’t 
think so badly of Rosie 
O’Donnell anymore,” he 
said.  

But about midway 
through, Trump’s light-
ness turned dark.

 He earned more boos 
when he said Clinton was 
so corrupt that she’d been 
kicked off the Watergate 
Committee. And, “She 
knows a lot about how 
government works. And 

according to her sworn 
testimony, Hillary has 
forgotten more things 
than most of us will ever, 
ever, ever know.”

Reading over the tran-
script, the jokes don’t 
seem so bad — or so good. 
Delivery really is every-
thing. But watching the 
speeches in real time, 
Trump’s cuts contained 
a palpable hint of malice 
that wasn’t present in 
Clinton’s.

To the booing select, 
Trump’s performance 
was the final nail in his 
coffin. But to the great 
“unwashed,” you can be 
sure, Trump was doing 
his job and sticking it to 
the elites, which is what 
tens of millions of Ameri-
cans deeply yearn to do.

 
—Kathleen Parker is a 
columnist for The Wash-
ington Post. Readers can 
email her at kathleen-
parker@washpost.com.
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You can dress him up, but Trump is Trump
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A labama Gov. 
Robert Bentley 
would have done 

well to heed the adage 
that advises one who 
finds himself in a hole to 
stop digging. Instead, he 
doubled down and got a 
bigger shovel. The ques-
tion now is how much 
lower will he go?

Bentley, a Republican 
from Tuscaloosa, was 
once good friends with 
Spencer Collier. The two 
served in the Legislature 
together. When Bent-
ley became governor, 
he named Collier as his 
homeland security direc-
tor and secretary of law 
enforcement. But the 
relationship fell apart. A 
special prosecutor in the 
state attorney general’s 
office who was investi-
gating the speaker of the 
House of Representa-
tives, asked Collier to 
sign an affidavit. Bentley 
told Collier not to sign it. 
Collier signed it anyway. 
Bentley then put Collier 
on medical leave and later 
fired him. The day after he 
was fired, Collier dropped 
a bombshell, accusing 
Bentley of interfering with 
law enforcement business 
and having an affair with 
a married staffer, who is 
also from Tuscaloosa.

The whole mess led to 
a lot of awkward denials 
and the release of even 
more awkward recordings 
of the 73-year-old gov-
ernor having a sexually 
charged phone conversa-
tion with someone other 
than his wife. That led to 
the end of the governor’s 
50-year marriage. Bentley 
acknowledged that he 
had made inappropriate 
remarks and mistakes, 
but denied having an 
affair. Then, lawmakers 
began an investigation 
into whether Bentley had 
committed any impeach-
able offenses.

Bentley should have 
stopped digging long 
before that point. His 
administration was 

already a mess before the 
allegations. It was in ruins 
shortly after he fired Col-
lier. But Bentley decided 
to use the state’s top law 
enforcement agency, the 
agency Collier used to 
head, to begin an inves-
tigation into Collier. Last 
month, Bentley’s legal 
team gave those inves-
tigating Bentley on the 
impeachment charges a 
report from the top law 
enforcement agency in 
an effort to prove that the 
governor was justified in 
firing Collier.

Thursday, the state’s 
attorney general 
announced that a grand 
jury had reviewed the case 
against Collier and found 
no evidence of wrongdo-
ing by Collier. Even more, 
the attorney general’s 
statement said there was 
no basis for initiating the 
criminal investigation 
into Collier in the first 
place. That certainly leads 
to the conclusion that 
Bentley was not justified 
in his decision to fire Col-
lier and the investigation 
was an attempt to smear 
Collier’s good name.

With all this hanging 
over him, you’d think 
Bentley would steer clear 
of anything that might 
remind the public of 
the incredibly disturb-
ing phone recordings. 
But earlier this month, 
Bentley had the gall to 
announce that he refused 
to vote for or support 
Republican presidential 
candidate Donald Trump 
after a recording from 
2005 surfaced in which 
Trump made sexually 
charged comments about 
women.

We don’t know if the 
lawmakers will find the 
evidence they need to 
impeach Bentley. Bent-
ley has denied that he’s 
done anything that would 
justify impeachment. But 
there is plenty of evidence 
to prove Bentley doesn’t 
know when to stop 
digging.

OUR VIEW

Time for governor 
to put shovel down

KATHLEEN PARKER

Dennis Steverson will
make us proud as DA

As citizens of Tusca-
loosa County, we have 
the opportunity to elect 
one of the finest public 
servants who has ever 
run for office in our fair 
county -- a man who is 
well prepared for the tre-
mendous responsibility 
that the job requires, and 
with a moral compass 
that always points in the 
correct direction.

If you believe that 
voting for the right 
person takes precedence 
over simply voting the 
party line, then we all 
you need to vote for 
Dennis Steverson for 
district attorney of 
Tuscaloosa County. 
Dennis’ qualifications 
have prepared him well 
for the job. He has served 
as assistant district 
attorney, circuit court 
judge and municipal 
judge during his 30-year 
career, and has gener-
ously given his free time 
to help many of our great 
charitable organizations 
over the years.

Dennis Steverson 
has a plan to Safeguard 
victim’s rights, Achieve 
greater office efficien-
cies, Create strong 
community partner-
ships and Keep crime off 
our streets. That is the 
Dennis Steverson plan 
to S.A.C.K. crime in our 
community.

Nov. 8 is an impor-
tant election day for 

Tuscaloosa County. Vote 
for Dennis Steverson for 
district attorney. He will 
make us all proud.

 
Dan Tidwell
Tuscaloosa

 

Clinton's actions put
country in jeopardy

Who wants a trai-
tor of this country to be 
president? When Hill-
ary admitted she made a 
mistake (just one) and took 
responsibility for it, well, it 
was hundreds and maybe 
thousands of mistakes that 
were made, by the number 
of emails recorded. This 
has to be intentional and 
not carelessness as the FBI 
chief had said. It was obvi-
ous that she did not want 
the public to know what 
she was sending, to whom 
she was sending them and 
why she was sending them, 
plus some were identified 
to be classified.

When you consider 
that millions of dollars 
were sent to the Clinton 
Foundation by some Arab 
countries, and you know 
that they don't send this 
amount of money out of 
the goodness of their heart, 
this appears to be an act of 
treason.

Regrettably, Trump's 
actions of 10 years ago are 
not justified but at least it 
did not put this country in 
jeopardy.

 
Billy Walker
Birmingham

 

Alternative to Trump
is continued decline

Despite the fact that 
both major party candi-
dates have demonstrated 
serious character flaws, the 
choice facing us on Nov. 
8 has never been clearer. 
The future of our country 
should take precedence 
over all else.

Donald Trump and 
the Republican Party, for 
the most part, are stand-
ing strongly for turning 
this nation back from the 
disastrous path it has been 
traveling.

It is possible, if we elect 
Donald Trump and a 
Republican Congress, with 
God’s help, we can make 
America great again. The 
alternative is a country 
in continual decline both 
morally and materially.

The future of the 
Supreme Court is at stake. 
Will we be governed by the 
rule of law or by the whims 
of extreme liberal court 
justices? Will we have open 
borders that would assure 
our destruction, or will 
we enforce our immigra-
tion laws? Will we protect 
our nation with a strong 
military force or will we be 
left to the mercy of enemies 
stronger than us? The 
choice is ours.

I urge our citizens to vote 
a straight Republican ticket. 
A failure to vote Republican 
is for all practical purposes a 
vote for Hillary Clinton.

 
G. Wayne Crocker
Cottondale

A liberal court would
change nation forever

Like most Christians, I 
have been struggling over 
the upcoming presidential 
election. My conclusions 
are as follows:

It is my duty to vote. 
Both major candidates are 
flawed; however I have 
come to realize that one is 
more deeply flawed than 
the other. If I vote for a 
third-party candidate my 
vote is completely wasted, 
therefore I must choose 
between two apparently 
morally corrupt candi-
dates. One has admitted 
making unseemly remarks 
to women. But I remember 
that the other is directly 
responsible for the deaths 
of four Americans (includ-
ing an ambassador) and 
later remarking "What 
difference does it make?" 
One has jeopardized the 
safety of our entire country 
by sending/receiving clas-
sified emails on her private 
computer. One has made 
herself a billionaire by (in 
effect) selling access to our 
State Department.

The choice seems very 
clear, especially when one 
realizes that the next presi-
dent will appoint several 
Supreme Court justices. 
Do I want a balanced court 
or a liberal court that will 
forever change our nation? 
My answer is clear. I urge 
every voter to consider 
these things very carefully.

 
Mildred Kanning
Tuscaloosa
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A ppearances be 
damned. Trust 
be damned. The 

truth can remain in the 
shadows.

“Well, it is very awk-
ward,” State Sen. Pro Tem 
Del Marsh, R-Anniston, 
said Thursday, just 
moments after Gov. Robert 
Bentley selected state 
Attorney General Luther 
Strange to fill the seat 
vacated by new U.S. Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions in 
the U.S. Senate.

Last year, allegations 
leveled by the state’s top 
law enforcement official 
that Bentley was having an 
affair with a senior advi-
sor who is married to one 
of his employees led to a 
great deal of speculation as 
to what else was going on 
with regard to the governor. 
There were whispers of 
other levels of corruption 
that soon became outright 
accusations of financial 
wrongdoing. Lawmakers in 
the Alabama House of Rep-
resentatives began calling 
for impeachment, and the 
House Judiciary Committee 
was tasked with investi-
gating whether Bentley 
committed any impeach-
able offenses.

Rep. Mike Jones, 
R-Andalusia, chairman of 
the judiciary committee, 
said members suspended 
that investigation in 
November at the request 
of Strange because he told 
them it could interfere 
with the work of the state 
attorney general’s office. 
The work of that office 
is the investigation and 
prosecution of criminal 
activity. So the impeach-
ment investigation was 
halted, because a criminal 
investigation should take 
precedence.

However, last week, 
Strange said he never 
publicly announced an 
investigation into the gov-
ernor’s office. Of course, 
that was days before 

Bentley would be naming 
Sessions’ replacement.

Strange was the pick 
of many of the big roll-
ers in the Republican 
establishment, but his 
appointment reflected a 
blatant disregard for the 
integrity of the system. 
Voters have every right 
to be outraged. Strange is 
hoping they have a short 
memory.

Bentley then named 
Steve Marshall, who was 
district attorney in Mar-
shall County, to replace 
Strange as state attorney 
general.

If the citizens of this 
state are ever to know the 
truth about what’s been 
going on in the governor’s 
office, where can they 
turn?

Strange should have 
moved forward with the 
investigation and chosen 
to run for the U.S. Senate 
seat when it comes up for 
election in 2018. Instead, 
he sold us out.

Meanwhile, Alabam-
ians won’t be able to rely 
on the newly appointed 
attorney general, who 
said Monday he did not 
know whether there was 
an investigation of the 
governor but that if there 
were he would have to 
recuse himself.

They could hope that 
the Department of Justice, 
headed by Sessions, steps 
in and does the right thing. 
But Sessions is unlikely to 
green-light a federal probe 
into the Republican power 
base in Alabama that 
helped put him where he is.

We can only hope that 
state lawmakers, most 
of whom are in the same 
Republican Party, step up 
and reopen the impeach-
ment investigation.

In a state with a long 
sordid history of political 
corruption, this situation 
might be the most brazen 
of all. Awkward is an 
understatement.

OUR VIEW

A blatant disregard 
for truth, integrity 

WASHINGTON

I n early January, 
Speaker Paul Ryan 
met on the issue 

of tax reform with a 
delegation from the pres-
ident-elect. Attending 
were future chief strate-
gist and senior counselor 
Stephen Bannon, future 
Chief of Staff Reince 
Priebus, future senior 
adviser Jared Kushner, 
future counselor Kelly-
anne Conway and future 
senior policy adviser 
Stephen Miller. As the 
meeting began, Ryan 
pointedly asked, "Who's 
in charge?"

Silence.
It is still the right ques-

tion. Former officials with 
deep knowledge of the 
presidency describe Donald 
Trump's White House staff 
as top-heavy, with five 
or six power centers and 
little vertical structure. 
"The desire to be a big shot 
is overrunning any sense 
of team," says one expe-
rienced Republican. "This 
will cause terrible dysfunc-
tion, distraction, disloyalty 

and leaks."
Trump has run a family 

business, but never a large 
organization. Nor has he 
seen such an organization 
as an employee. "Trump," 
says another former official, 
"is ill-suited to appreci-
ate the importance of a 
coherent chain of com-
mand and decision-making 
process. On the contrary, 
his instincts run instead 
toward multiple mini power 
centers, which rewards 
competing aggressively for 
Trump's favor."

This seems to be the 
dynamic unfolding on 
the weekend political talk 
shows. These have tra-
ditionally been venues 
for an administration to 
communicate with media 
and political elites (whose 

religion dedicates Sunday 
morning to the gods of 
policy, scandal and pith). 
But Trump surrogates are 
clearly appealing to a differ-
ent audience: An audience 
of one, who may well tweet 
them a nice pat on the 
back. The goal -- as Miller 
demonstrated last weekend 
-- is not to persuade or even 
explain. It is to confidently 
repeat Trump's most absurd 
or unsubstantiated claims 
from the previous week. 
This time it was elector-
ally decisive voter fraud in 
New Hampshire (for which 
there is no evidence). Next 
weekend it could be the 
harm done by vaccination, 
or the possible murder of 
Justice Scalia (both of which 
Trump has raised in the 
past). It is the main func-
tion of Trump surrogates to 
restate Trump's "alternative 
facts" in a steady voice.

It is hard for me (or 
anyone outside the White 
House) to know exactly 
what is going on in the 
West Wing. Leaks may 
provide a distorted picture. 
But, in this case, there have 

been an awful lot of them, 
clearly from the highest 
levels. And they uniformly 
reveal a management 
structure and culture in 
which the highest goal is 
not to display competence 
or to display creativ-
ity but to display loyalty, 
defined as sucking up. The 
philosophy of competing 
power centers has, indeed, 
produced terrible dysfunc-
tion, distraction, disloyalty 
and leaks. Trump's failed 
and frightening execu-
tive order on immigration 
is exhibit A. But now the 
National Security Council 
seems to be in a full-scale 
crisis of purpose, thor-
oughly demoralized and 
trying to discern American 
policy from presidential 
tweets. With the real NSC 
badly weakened by the 
travails of the national 
security adviser, it seems 
that Bannon is developing 
a shadow NSC to serve his 
well-developed nationalist 
agenda.

The president may 
thrive in chaos, but the 
presidency does not. A 

president needs aides who 
will give him honest infor-
mation and analysis, not 
compete for his favor. This 
may even involve check-
ing a president's mistaken 
instincts. There will always 
be competing power cen-
ters in the West Wing. But 
the White House runs best 
when there is, according 
to a former White House 
official, "a strong chief 
of staff, empowered by 
the president to exercise 
absolute control over all 
logistics, decision-making 
processes, and execu-
tion. He can have as many 
advisers as he wants, but 
until one person has full 
control over the process, 
chaos will persist."

What does it mean 
to have a president 
who seems so hungry 
for affirmation and so 
influenced by slights? 
I recall (from work-
ing in George W. Bush's 
White House) the brief-
ing material that senior 
staff received before 
international visits. It 
always included detailed 

personality profiles of 
foreign leaders. Surely 
other intelligence ser-
vices prepare the same 
way. Might Trump's 
impulsive (and perhaps 
compulsive) reactions be 
manipulated by enemies 
and allies, either to allay 
or enrage?

For whatever reason, 
Trump sees benefits in 
surrounding himself with 
a swarm of disorder and 
disruption. So far, that has 
helped produce relatively 
small, self-made crises. 
But what about the big ones 
caused by the relentless 
flow of events? The presi-
dent will face challenges of 
amazing complexity that 
must be addressed in real 
time, without do-overs. 
Will the president be able 
to act swiftly, on the best 
information and the best 
advice?

Silence.
 
—Michael Gerson is a 
columnist for The Wash-
ington Post. Readers can 
email him at michaelger-
son@washpost.com.

ANOTHER VIEW

Trump may thrive in chaos, but the presidency cannot

M y wife of 51 
years passed 
away last Sat-

urday after a long battle 
against multiple health 
issues.

We met in the musical 
theater. She was in it. I 
wanted to be on stage. 
I have a passable sing-
ing voice. Her contralto 
voice was powerful and 
perfectly pitched. She 
could hit the back seats 
without amplification. 
She traveled with some 
of Broadway's biggest 
stars on the summer 
stock circuit, but ulti-
mately chose another 
life -- a life with me and 
our four children. When 
they were older I urged 
her to finish her college 
education while I kept 
house. I was glad to do 
so after all the sacrifices 
she made for me. She 
earned a master's degree 
and became an excellent 
family counselor.

When I was in the 
Army at the start of our 
marriage, assigned to 
Armed Forces Radio in 
New York and holding 
a second civilian job to 
make ends meet, she 
would get up at 1 a.m. 
when I got home and fix 
me something to eat.

That kind of love and 
loyalty deserves some-
thing in return. When 
we had finally "made it" 
we traveled the world, 
meeting interest-
ing people and visiting 
interesting places. Some 
people may have viewed 
us as dinosaurs. We 
believed marriage was 
for good and that atti-
tude allows you to work 
out virtually any dis-
agreements or problems. 
She used to tease me 
after a long forgot-
ten argument, saying, 
"You'll miss me when I'm 
gone." She was right. I 
do.

Most newspaper 
obituaries of the non-
famous summarize a life 
in two or three para-
graphs. Ray's life was 
worth more than that. 
She was generous with 
her time and money, 
always spending and 
sending as much as she 

was able to her children 
and grandchildren. I can 
say without embellish-
ment I would not be the 
man I am today without 
her. God knew what He 
was doing when He put 
us together.

On the day of her pass-
ing, I posted this thought 
on my Facebook page:

"Men, love your wives. 
Don't wait until they 
are about to be taken 
from you before you 
realize what they have 
contributed to your life. 
Love them now so you 
have no regrets at the 
end. I am glad my wife 
as she prepares to meet 
her Savior has known of 
my love for her and how 
valuable she has been to 
me. Have you told yours 
that? Love today is seen 
as a feeling. But real 
love is a commitment, 
a covenant. That's why 
most of us take marriage 
VOWS instead of make 
promises."

Those who were for-
tunate enough to know 
Ray knew a strong woman 
where strength really 
counts. She knew who she 
was and wasn't defined by 
the value system applied 
by the world, which 
regards fame, money 

and political power as 
supreme. To love and to 
be loved by someone like 
that for so long is a gift of 
great value.

A friend wrote me that 
Ray was "lucky" to have 
me. Since we met in the 
theater, I immediately 
thought of this song lyric 
from "Showboat," one of 
our favorite musicals:

"In this sweet, improb-
able and unreal world

Finding you has given 
me my ideal world

Why do I love you? 
Why do you love me?

Why should there be 
two happy as we?

Can you see the why or 
wherefore?

I should be the one you 
care for

You're a lucky boy, I am 
lucky too

All our dreams of joy 
seem to come true

Maybe that's because 
you love me

Maybe that's why I love 
you."

Rest in peace, sweet-
heart. We shall meet 
again.

 
—Cal Thomas is a col-
umnist for the Tribune 
Content Agency. Readers 
can email him at tcaedi-
tors@tribpub.com.
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A tribute to Charlotte Ray

MICHAEL GERSON

CAL THOMAS

165893
Highlight



A4 Tuesday, February 28, 2017 | The Tuscaloosa News

QUESTIONS? Contact Editor Michael James at michael.james@tuscaloosanews.com

OPINION
ANOTHER VIEW

PUBLISHER  |    James W. Rainey
jim.rainey@tuscaloosanews.com

EXECUTIVE EDITOR  |  Michael James
michael.james@tuscaloosanews.com

WANT A VOICE?

We welcome our readers’ opinions on issues of public concern. 
Letters must include writer’s name, hometown, address and 
phone number. Must be 250 words or less. Published letters are 
subject to editing and must include writer’s name and hometown.

Email: letters@tuscaloosanews.com
Fax: Attn. Editorial Page Editor; 205-722-0118
Mail:  P.O. Box 20587
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401-0587, NC 27216

G ov. Robert Bent-
ley’s decision to 
delay a special 

election to replace Jeff 
Sessions in the U.S. 
Senate for 16 months is 
like throwing salt into 
a gaping wound on the 
backs of Alabama voters.

It was bad enough 
that Bentley named 
state Attorney General 
Luther Strange to the seat 
vacated on Feb. 8 when 
Sessions was confirmed 
as U.S. attorney gen-
eral. Strange had earlier 
asked a committee in 
the Alabama House of 
Representatives to stop 
its investigation into alle-
gations of wrongdoing by 
the governor so that the 
state attorney general’s 
office could proceed 
unhindered with its own 
investigation.

The committee stood 
down. Nothing ever came 
of Strange’s investiga-
tion. Bentley appointed 
Strange to the U.S. 
Senate. Strange accepted 
the appointment and said 
he had never told anyone 
his office was investigat-
ing Bentley.

Bentley has all but 
thumbed his nose at the 
state’s voters time and 
again. His appointment of 
Strange was beyond the 
pale. But the governor’s 
decision to make voters 
wait another 16 months 
before being able to vote 
on Sessions’ permanent 
replacement makes mat-
ters much worse.

State Rep. Chris 
England, D-Tuscaloosa, 
thinks it is even a viola-
tion of state law.

Bentley’s lawyers con-
tend that the embattled 
governor can wait to hold 
the election, because 
of the timing in when it 
came open. The special 
election won’t be in 60 
days as it would in one 
scenario and it won’t be 
in a few more months 
as it would have been 

in another scenario. A 
loophole allows that 
the election should be 
“forthwith,” which 
means immediately, or 
without delay, but has no 
determined timetable. 
Bentley took it to mean 16 
months from now, which 
is absurd.

England has challenged 
that. England is right. But 
it won’t matter.

Perhaps the Republi-
can power brokers think 
it would be good to have 
someone like Strange in 
office to hold the party 
line with some important 
votes on the horizon. 
Maybe Bentley’s delay 
guarantees the seat won’t 
be lost for at least that 
long. Perhaps, they think 
that in 16 more months, 
voters will forget the dark 
cloud surrounding Bent-
ley’s decision to appoint 
Strange and they’ll be 
more likely to hold onto 
the seat. Perhaps, their 
excuse that delaying 
the special election will 
save money really is the 
reason.

Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. 
Richard Shelby, R-Tus-
caloosa, is being dogged 
by protesters who want 
him to come home and 
face a town hall meet-
ing. Shelby has remained 
silent and has not held 
the meeting.

All of this comes about 
six months after the 
Speaker of the Alabama 
House of Representa-
tives Mike Hubbard, 
R-Auburn, was convicted 
on 12 felony counts.

Republicans have had 
a stronghold on Alabama 
politics since Hubbard 
led the takeover of the 
House in 2010. We don’t 
see the GOP losing that 
grip soon, but a blatant 
disregard for voters is a 
sure way to begin that 
process. Voters, regard-
less of party or political 
ideology, do not appreci-
ate disregard.

OUR VIEW

Bentley exhibits 
disregard for voters

W ASHINGTON 
— The Trump 
administration 

so far has been smoke 
and mirrors, sound and 
fury, self-proclaimed 
victimhood and angry 
tweets. Where is the 
substance? Where is the 
competence? And where 
— increasingly — is the 
public support?

Donald Trump’s 
approval rating of 41 
percent is the lowest 
Gallup has ever measured 
for a president this early 
in his term. It should be 
no surprise that Trump 
isn’t having a hearts-and-
flowers honeymoon, given 
that his inauguration was 
followed a day later by the 
biggest mass protest in 
the nation’s history. But it 
usually takes more than a 
few weeks for the relation-
ship between POTUS and 
populace to become so 
curdled.

It is true that most 
of those who voted for 
Trump are sticking with 
him. But they, you will 
recall, were in the minority 
— try as he might, Trump 
will never erase the fact 
that he lost the popular 
vote. And Trump has done 
essentially nothing to 
bring skeptics over to his 
side.

 Why wouldn’t the 
Republican leadership be 
nervous, given the perfor-
mance of the Trump White 
House so far?

The administration’s 
boldest and most sweep-
ing action — the executive 
order barring U.S. entry to 
refugees worldwide and 
foreign-national travelers 
from seven majority-
Muslim countries — was 
so amateurishly written 
and implemented that it 
was promptly blocked 
in federal court. Trump, 
who claims the measure is 
needed to prevent terror-
ist attacks, rashly tweeted 
that judges will be to blame 
“if something happens.” 
It was a typical reaction: 
lashing out at others to 
cover for his own failings.

Trump said that another 
order, greatly expanding 
the number of undocu-
mented immigrants 
prioritized for deportation, 
meant the start of a “mili-
tary operation” to expel 
“really bad dudes.” Home-
land Security Secretary 
John Kelly quickly clarified 
that there would be “no 
mass deportations” and 
“no use of military force.”  

The question is inevi-
table: How much does 
the president even know 
about his administration’s 

policies?
Not much, it appears. 

Defense Secretary James 
Mattis told reporters in 
Baghdad that the United 
States was “not in Iraq 
to seize anybody’s oil” 
— after Trump said in a 
speech at the CIA that 
U.S. troops should have 
done just that. Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations 
Nikki Haley said that 
“we absolutely support a 
two-state solution” to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
— after Trump opined that 
either one state or two 
states would do. And Vice 
President Pence reassured 
European leaders that the 
United States remains 
“fully devoted” to the 
NATO alliance — even as 
Trump continues to pine 
for warmer relations with 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin, who seeks to 
destabilize and ultimately 
destroy NATO.

Speaking of Russia, 
questions continue to 
mount about contacts 
between the Trump 
campaign and Russians 
working for or connected 
to the Putin regime. The 
issue is potentially explo-
sive because, according to 
U.S. intelligence officials, 
the Russian government 
actively meddled in the 
November election in an 
attempt to boost Trump’s 
chances of winning.

Rep. Darrell Issa, 
R-Calif., a staunch 

conservative not known 
as a voice for bipartisan 
compromise, called Friday 
for a special prosecutor 
to investigate the Russia 
allegations; Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions, Issa 
said, should recuse himself 
because he was part of the 
inner circle of the Trump 
campaign.  

Meanwhile, the fate of 
the Affordable Care Act is 
emerging as potentially a 
massive political crisis. At 
packed town halls across 
the country, Republicans 
have been hearing from 
constituents who will lose 
health insurance if the 
ACA is repealed but not 
immediately replaced, 
which had been the GOP’s 
plan. The party has come 
to realize that when it 
comes to health care, no 
deed (good or bad) goes 
unpunished.

You might think the 
president would be fully 
engaged in some of these 
issues, but you’d be 
wrong. Instead, he has 
been waging a ridiculous 
war against the media. His 
cries of “fake news” may 
play well with the base, 
but he’s not running for 
president at the moment. 
He’s supposed to be doing 
the job.

— Eugene Robinson is a 
columnist for The Wash-
ington Post. Readers can 
email him at eugenerobin-
son@washpost.com.

ANOTHER VIEW

Does Trump know that he’s in offi  ce?

EUGENE ROBINSON

W ASHINGTON 
— Two sets of 
remarks, a day 

apart, by two men more 
accustomed to being 
behind the scenes.

Stephen Bannon, appear-
ing at the Conservative 
Political Action Conference 
(CPAC), made the case 
for “economic national-
ism” and called President 
Trump’s withdrawal from 
the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership “one of the most 
pivotal moments in modern 
American history.” The 
passage of the Civil Rights 
Act and the defeat of the 
Soviet Union finally have 
some company.

As the ideologist in 
Trump’s inner circle, 
Bannon is a practitioner of 
Newt Gingrich’s mystic 
arts. Take some partially 
valid insight at the cross-
roads of pop economics, 
pop history and pop 
psychology; declare it an 
inexorable world-historic 
force; and, by implication, 
take credit for being the 
only one who sees the inner 

workings of reality.
For Bannon, it has 

something to do with “the 
fourth turning,” or maybe 
it is the fifth progression, or 
the third cataclysm. At any 
rate, it apparently involves 
cycles of discontent and 
disruption. Lots of disrup-
tion. Across the West, as 
Bannon sees it, the victims 
of globalization — the vic-
tims of immigration, free 
trade and international-
ism in general — are rising 
against their cosmopolitan 
oppressors. Institutions 
will crash and rise in new 
forms. And this restless 
world spirit takes human 
form in ... Nigel Farage and 
Donald Trump.

Like many philoso-
phies that can be derived 

entirely from an airport 
bookstore, this one has 
an element of truth. The 
beneficiaries of the liberal 
international order have 
not paid sufficient attention 
to the human costs of rapid 
economic change. (Just as 
the critics of international-
ism have not paid sufficient 
attention to the nearly 1 
billion people who have left 
extreme poverty during the 
last two decades.)

But there is a prob-
lem with the response of 
economic nationalism and 
ethno-nationalism. It is 
morally degraded and dan-
gerous to the country.

Which brings us to the 
second set of remarks, at a 
State Department retire-
ment party, complete 
with cake. This speech 
was from one of the most 
distinguished diplomats 
our nation has recently 
produced, Ambassador 
Dan Fried. Fried was on 
diplomatic duty for 40 
years, focusing mainly on 
Europe. He was ambas-
sador to Poland and pulled 

into the White House as a 
special adviser on Central 
and Eastern Europe to both 
Bill Clinton and George 
W. Bush. Most populists 
would probably view Fried 
as the pinstriped enemy. 
I came to know him in the 
Bush administration as a 
freedom fighter, deeply 
and personally offended 
by oppression. He had 
been an enemy — not an 
opponent, but an enemy 
— of the Soviet Union, and 
remains a committed friend 
to 100 million liberated 
Europeans.

Fried used his retire-
ment remarks to describe 
“America’s Grand Strat-
egy.” For decades, the U.S. 
has stood for “an open, 
rules-based world, with a 
united West at its core.” 
Despite occasional failures 
and blunders, “the world 
America made after 1945 
and 1989 has enjoyed the 
longest period of general 
peace in the West since 
Roman times.”

What would happen if 
America were to leave the 

global order and pursue 
its own ethno-national 
greatness? This is the 
proposal that the populists 
have placed on the table, 
in which blowing up the 
TPP is a sign of things to 
come. “By abandoning our 
American Grand Strategy,” 
argued Fried, “we would 
diminish to being just 
another zero-sum great 
power.” This would result 
in a system entirely based 
on “spheres of influence,” 
which are “admired by 
those who don’t have to 
suffer the consequences.” 
And accepting spheres of 
influence would “mean our 
acquiescence when great 
powers, starting with China 
and Russia, dominated their 
neighbors through force 
and fear.”

“Some so-called real-
ists,” said Fried, “might 
accept such a world as 
making the best of a harsh 
world, but it is not realistic 
to expect that it would be 
peaceful or stable. Rather 
the reverse: A sphere of 
influence system would 

lead to cycles of rebellion 
and repression, and, if the 
past 1,000 years is any 
guide, lead to war between 
the great powers, because 
no power would be satisfied 
with its sphere. They never 
are.”

This is a foreign policy 
cycle more substantial 
than the “fourth turning.” 
The disrupters of interna-
tional order — the liberal 
democratic order built and 
defended by FDR, Truman, 
Kennedy and Reagan — are 
thoughtless, careless and 
reckless. And they must be 
resisted.

The founding fathers of 
the ethno-state are also in 
violation of the country’s 
defining values. The United 
States was summoned into 
existence by the clear bell of 
unifying aspirations, not by 
the primal scream of blood 
and soil.  

 
— Michael Gerson is a 
columnist for The Wash-
ington Post. Readers can 
email him at michaelger-
son@washpost.com.
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W e said it on 
March 23 of last 
year. We’ve 

said it again several times 
since then. Today, we’re 
saying it again: Gov. 
Robert Bentley should do 
the right thing. He should 
resign.

Regardless of pre-
cisely which laws were 
broken, and regardless 
of the never-ending and 
bizarre scandal involv-
ing his advisor, Rebekah 
Caldwell Mason, Bent-
ley should resign today 
because his resignation 
clearly is in the best 
interests of the people 
of Alabama. Bentley 
remaining in office as 
criminal investiga-
tions and the move to 
impeach him begin to 
pick up steam is not just 
a distraction. It is further 
evidence that he is more 
concerned with his own 
self-interests than he is 
for the state as a whole. 
And it is that line of 
thinking that has placed 
him in the situation he 
finds himself.

Del Marsh, the Senate 
Pro Tem, who would 
preside over a legisla-
tive trial in impeachment 
proceedings, was quoted 
in reports from Mont-
gomery today as saying 
Bentley can no longer 
effectively lead the state. 
Marsh is late in coming 
to that realization, or 
at least late in publicly 
stating it, but there is 
no question that he is 
correct.

At this point, it isn’t 
that Bentley used the 
state helicopter to 
retrieve a wallet. It isn’t 
that he’s reportedly taken 
dozens of trips on the 
state plane to go home 
or to the beach. It isn’t 
that the 73-year-old was 
taped by his wife of half a 

century making lurid and 
inappropriate comments 
to Mason, his 44-year-
old senior policy advisor. 
It isn’t that he named 
that advisor’s husband to 
head up the state gov-
ernment’s faith-based 
initiatives. It isn’t that 
he’s thumbed his nose 
at the entire state time 
and again with a level of 
arrogance that boggles 
the mind by continuing 
to show no understand-
ing of what is wrong with 
all of that. It isn’t that 
he tried to destroy the 
reputations and careers 
of men who had been key 
parts of his administra-
tion in an attempt to stay 
in power. It isn’t that he 
utterly disregarded the 
inappropriateness of 
naming the state attor-
ney general to an open 
U.S. Senate seat, though 
that attorney general 
had indicated he was 
conducting an investiga-
tion into the governor’s 
actions. It isn’t that the 
state Ethics Commission 
found probable cause that 
Bentley has committed 
felonies in office.

It isn’t even all of that 
combined.

This state has real 
issues. There is a loom-
ing budget crisis, a prison 
system that is past the 
boiling point and a fail-
ing education system, to 
name a few. And none of 
it is going to be addressed 
in the manner it deserves 
as we watch the Bentley 
saga unfold.

It is about to get a lot 
worse for Bentley. He has 
never been an effective 
leader as governor. His 
opportunity at leadership 
ended a long while ago.

If he cared at all about 
this state, he’d walk away 
and let it get on with the 
business at hand.

OUR VIEW

Bentley should put 
state fi rst and resign

M illennials 
and others of 
a certain age 

have not lived in a time 
when fidelity was univer-
sally valued and mostly 
supported by culture 
— though sometimes 
hypocritically — and its 
opposite was roundly con-
demned. There was even 
a time when a divorced 
person could not expect to 
become president, though 
plenty of married presi-
dents managed to conduct 
clandestine affairs, often 
with the indulgence of the 
media.

How far we have come 
(or gone) as a country and 
culture was evidenced by 
the re-election of Bill Clin-
ton, even after reports of 
his alleged sexual harass-
ment of Paula Jones were 
made public.

This isn’t about that. It’s 
about Vice President Mike 
Pence and his recently 
rediscovered standard of 
refusing to dine alone with 
a woman not his wife, or 
showing up without her 
at a place where alcohol is 
served.

This is sometimes called 
the Billy Graham Rule, 
after the famed evangelist. 
It isn’t about prudishness, 
as some have claimed in 

their criticism of Pence, it 
is about preserving one’s 
reputation and “avoiding 
the appearance of evil,” as 
evangelicals like Graham 
and Pence would put it.

Some years ago, Rev. 
Graham spoke at the 
National Press Club in 
Washington, D.C. There 
was a reception before 
his speech in the bar area. 
One of the guests asked 
Graham if he could have 
his picture taken with him, 
and Graham turned to me 
to ask if I would hold his 
soft drink while the picture 
was taken. I later asked 
him why he did this. He 
said it was because some 
people who saw the photo 
could conclude that he 
was drinking an alcoholic 
beverage, a no-no among 
Southern Baptists, though 
some seem to have modi-
fied their position in recent 
years.Graham once told 
me about his own policy of 
never being with a woman 
without his wife present, 

or having a woman pick 
him up at an airport when 
he traveled, unless she 
was with her husband. It 
is a standard I employ, not 
because Graham and I (and 
Pence) find it hard to resist 
temptations of the flesh, 
but because it is the best 
protection against all sorts 
of negative things that 
could happen, or someone 
reading something into a 
picture that has the poten-
tial of damaging one’s 
reputation.

Pence’s comment was 
printed in a recent Wash-
ington Post profile, but he 
first made it in 2002 when 
he was a freshman in Con-
gress at the height of the 
Gary Condit sex scandal, in 
which Condit was accused 
of being involved with the 
disappearance and murder 
of his intern Chandra 
Levy, with whom he was 
having an affair. Pence 
doesn’t tell others how to 
live their lives. He just set a 
standard for his marriage. 
His spokesman, Marc 
Lotter, tells me “clearly it 
is working.”

Some feminists have 
written that Pence’s policy 
somehow harms women 
from making progress in 
the workplace. Recent 
newspaper columns by 

former female congressio-
nal staff members refute 
that claim.

I’ve been in Pence’s 
office. Many women work 
there, including his deputy 
chief of staff, his national 
security adviser, his 
director of intergovern-
mental affairs and their top 
deputies.

So what’s the problem? 
I think it is that the Pence 
“lifestyle,” for want of a 
better word, stands as a 
rebuke to those who have 
chosen different ways of 
behaving, in or out of mar-
riage. Deep down inside 
most of us know right 
from wrong, otherwise 
“Judge Judy” would not be 
so much fun to watch as 
she dispenses truths your 
grandmother probably 
agreed with and tried to 
teach you. After all the 
criticism about Presi-
dent Trump’s past with 
women, one might think 
the critics would welcome 
a wholesome example like 
the Pences. But in Wash-
ington, some people like 
having it both ways.

 
— Cal Thomas is a colum-
nist for the Tribune Content
Agency. Readers can email 
him at tcaeditors@tribpub.
com.
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Call it the Pence-Graham Rule

CAL THOMAS

T he Trump presi-
dency will end 
in calamity. By 

definition.
I know this because 

the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary says so. When 
John Dean of Watergate 
fame predicted “calam-
ity” for Donald Trump’s 
presidency, Merriam-
Webster’s official account 
tweeted about the prog-
nostication, adding its 
definition: “an event that 
causes great harm and 
suffering.”

If you are unaccustomed 
to finding such informa-
tion in the dictionary, you 
haven’t been keeping up 
with the new Merriam-
Webster, which has 
been throwing the book 
— definition: “to punish 
(someone) as severely as 
possible” — at Trump.

After Trump won the 
election, the dictionary 
announced that “lookups 
for ‘misogyny’ spiked 
after Trump’s victory” — 
and illustrated the tweet 
with a photo of Tic Tacs, 
a reference to Trump’s 
on-camera boasting about 

sexual assault.
Merriam-Webster has 

shown that a word can be 
worth 50,000 retweets, 
as when it responded 
to Conway’s “alterna-
tive facts” remark by 
saying: “A fact is a piece of 
information presented as 
having objective reality.” 
After Conway said she 
was uncomfortable being 
called a feminist, Mer-
riam-Webster tweeted: “ 
‘Feminism’ is defined as 
‘the belief that men and 
women should have equal 
rights and opportunities.’”

When there were claims 
that outsiders were brought 
in to applaud Trump’s 
appearance at the CIA, 
the dictionary tweeted: 
“If you’re part of a group 
that’s paid to applaud, 
you’re a ‘claqueur’.” After 

reports last week that 
Ivanka Trump was join-
ing the administration, 
Merriam-Webster chimed 
in: “’Nepotism’ is our #15 
lookup right now.”

White House press 
secretary Sean Spicer 
used his fingers to argue 
that Trump didn’t mean 
“wiretap” literally, 
prompting the diction-
ary to report that it has 
entries for “air quotes” 
and “scare quotes.” 
FBI Director James B. 
Comey was reported to 
be “incredulous” upon 
hearing Trump’s wiretap-
ping allegations, spurring 
Merriam-Webster to 
tweet the definition and 
to report that “lookups for 
‘refute’ are spiking.”

And who might the 
lexicographers have had 
in mind a month ago when 
they reported that they 
added back to the diction-
ary the word “snollygoster, 
‘a shrewd & unprincipled 
person, especially an 
unprincipled politician’”?

This once-staid outfit 
— who buys a dictionary 
anymore? — has earned 

itself a large and devoted 
following on social media, 
and no wonder: Trump is 
literally being trolled by the 
dictionary.

The lexicographers 
generally aren’t doing 
anything more nefarious 
than defining terms in the 
news and reporting what 
words people are looking 
up at merriam-webster.
com. “Our goal is to tell the 
truth about words,” says 
Peter Sokolowski, editor 
at large. But because they 
are the last word on words, 
their tweets take on added 
authority. It is as if Trump 
is being repudiated by the 
laws of gravity, or getting 
dressed down by Mother 
Nature herself:

“’Complicit’ is still near 
the top of our lookups after 
[’Saturday Night Live’] 
used the word to describe 
Ivanka Trump.”

“We’re seeing a spike 
in lookups for ‘neophyte.’ 
Rep. Devin Nunes used the 
word to describe the U.S. 
president.”

“’Rescind’ is trending 
from Trump’s decision 
to rescind protections for 

transgender students.”
Words, like facts, 

have absolute meanings 
and spellings, despite 
Trump’s efforts to revise 
both. After he tweeted a 
year ago about the “great 
honer” of winning a debate 
poll and called a rival a 
“leightweight chocker,” 
Merriam-Webster help-
fully tweeted: “Honer: one 
that hones. Leightweight: 
We have no. idea.” For 
“chocker” it linked to the 
definition of “nope.”

Trump, during the cam-
paign, boasted, “I have the 
best words.” But lexicog-
raphers have better ones, 
and they can be subversive 
about which they choose 
to highlight, such as when 
they report that “fascism 
is still our #1 lookup,” or, 
in reference to Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions, 
“lookups for ‘recuse’ are up 
45,000%.” After former 
national security adviser 
Michael Flynn sought an 
agreement to testify in the 
Russia probe, Merriam-
Webster reported that 
“immunity” was trending.

It advised Trump that 

“’big league’ is rarely used 
as an adverb” and reported 
that “ombre” is not the 
same as “hombre.” Mer-
riam-Webster reminded 
the White House that 
Holocaust refers especially 
to Jews after it issued a 
Holocaust remembrance 
statement that omitted any 
mention of Jews. At one 
low moment for Trump, 
Merriam-Webster tweeted 
that “schadenfreude” is 
“a popular lookup on our 
site.”

No doubt Trump and 
his supporters will view 
this as politically correct 
language; “fake words” 
can join “fake news” in 
their disfavor. But I see 
it as a public service. The 
way Trump prevails is by 
obscuring the truth, deny-
ing the facts and redefining 
meaning.

This is the truth fighting 
back, and eventually it will 
prevail.

It’s ineluctable. (Look it 
up.)

 
— Dana Milbank is a col-
umnist for The Washington 
Post.
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Trump says he has ‘best words’; dictionary disagrees
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A lot of adjectives 
come to mind 
when con-

templating the Robert 
Bentley saga: sordid, 
salacious, even sad, to 
name a few.

They are a far cry from 
words we might have 
used to describe the now 
former governor when he 
emerged from the back 
bench at the Statehouse 
to capture the highest 
office in Alabama seven 
years ago: rectitude, 
respect, even righteous, 
come to mind.

Appearances can be 
deceiving, to say the 
least. The Robert Bent-
ley we’ve come to know 
in the past year or so 
revealed himself to be 
stubborn, self-righteous 
and arrogant in the face 
of allegations of an affair 
with a senior aide. He 
acknowledged that his 
behavior was inappropri-
ate, but refused to give a 
quarter beyond what was 
already apparent, when 
a smidgen of contrition 
might — might — have 
salvaged his office, if not 
his reputation.

Perhaps pride is the 
word that fits him best — 
of the deadly sin variety. 
The kind that goeth 
before a fall.

Yet, we’re still not sure 
how best to describe him. 
The retired Tuscaloosa 
dermatologist remains an 
enigma in some respects. 
How could someone who 
had risen to such heights, 
first as a doctor, then as 
a politician, descend to 
such depths so suddenly?

And for what?
It seemed so out of 

character, the transgres-
sions that brought him 
down. But were they? 
Was the winsome per-
sonality that won voters 
over on the campaign 
trail, despite his previ-
ously low public profile, 

a charade? Was this the 
real Bentley all along? 
For how long in his 
50-year marriage was he 
unhappy? Did he bully 
subordinates? Did he dis-
miss out of hand anyone 
who disagreed with him? 
Did the power of his 
office go to his head?

Or was he, to be 
charitable, naïve? Was he 
simply weak in the face 
of temptations that have 
brought down so many 
before him? It’s not a new 
story, after all. It’s as old 
as mankind itself.

Nevertheless, whatever 
the truth is about the 
former Baptist deacon, 
it’s difficult to be under-
standing in the face of 
such hypocrisy. He made 
his choices in his personal 
life and he alone was 
responsible for them. We 
can only wonder to what 
extent they affected his 
political life, but what we 
do know is that he was an 
ineffective governor.

Success in the private 
sector does not always 
translate into success in 
politics. Bentley was in 
over his head in Mont-
gomery; perhaps it was 
his relative lack of politi-
cal experience, which 
in other circumstances 
would not be consid-
ered altogether bad. 
Clearly, though, he lost 
the respect of those he 
needed to win over. And, 
ultimately, that is what 
made him ineffective.

We, as a nation, have 
always loved to watch 
people start from meager 
beginnings and grow 
into unlikely heroes or 
positions of importance, 
only to gleefully watch 
them be torn back down. 
Then, we love the story 
of redemption. But at 74, 
it is unlikely Bentley will 
get the chance to write 
that chapter.

Sad, indeed.

OUR VIEW

Bentley’s downfall 
diffi  cult to fathom

P resident Obama 
talked tough and 
acted meekly, and 

his policies were there-
fore a factor in thousands 
of people losing their 
lives, the Syrian refu-
gee crisis, Middle East 
mayhem generally and 
U.S. leadership taking a 
dive worldwide, say such 
analysts as Robert Kagan 
of Brookings Institution.

Here comes President 
Donald Trump. He sees 
a horror on TV and acts 
decisively, and this much 
we can be sure of: Syrian 
dictator Bashar Assad will 
never again use interna-
tionally forbidden chemical 
weapons on civilians.

There are complications 
beyond that issue, but it’s 
nothing to sneer at and 
other positives could flow 
from 59 U.S. Tomahawk 
missiles striking a Syrian 
airfield. It was home to 
the airplanes dropping 
nerve agents that caused 
the death and suffering of 
children. Seeing videos 
of the atrocities, Trump 
consulted with a top-
notch team and made this 
cautionary statement heard 
round the world.

On the issue of the nerve 
gas, Obama once behaved 
boldly, too, but in words 
only. His lassitude other-
wise said go ahead and do 
what you want. In 2012, 
Obama said use of these 

chemicals by Assad or 
anyone else in the region 
would most certainly result 
in “enormous conse-
quences.” Don’t cross that 
“red line,” he warned. But 
Assad did just that a year 
later, killing 1,500 civil-
ians — 426 children among 
them.

The “enormous con-
sequence” turned out to 
be eliciting a faux promise 
from Syria and Russia that 
they would work together 
to destroy the chemicals. 
Instead, it has been noted, 
Russia intervened more 
on behalf of Assad as the 
WMD sat pretty. Under the 
umbrella of Obama naivete, 
a more assertive Iran signed 
up big time with Assad. 
China got more aggres-
sive, Russia messed with 
Ukraine and allies won-
dered where we were.

Think about Obama for 
a moment, how he came 
to the White House talking 
about ending our wars and 
instead was engaged in 
war longer than any other 
president ever. His exit 
strategies lacked the option 

of victory, and destabiliza-
tion became a specialty. 
He extended our fighting 
presence geographically 
and spent $866 billion on 
military action compared 
to $811 billion by President 
George W. Bush, according 
to Atlantic magazine.

Now we come to 
Trump, an isolationist in 
his campaign except for 
pledging more military 
strength and extermination 
of radical Islamic terror-
ism. Note as faults in this 
Syria strike that no broad 
strategy is apparent and he 
acted unconstitutionally in 
failing to ask Congress for 
permission. It’s still clear 
that he will never let Assad 
get away with ignoring 
one of the relatively few 
restrictions on war, but 
what about the dictator’s 
continuing use of massa-
cre-style barrel bombs? 
Will Trump sit by while 
this continues to transpire, 
or will he maybe wipe out 
Assad’s air force?

That could be accom-
plished minus an all-out 
military effort to oust 
Assad, which could be a 
protracted calamity with 
no assurance of anything 
good at the end. What 
does make sense is prag-
matic calculation seen in 
the Middle East coalition 
Trump is building with 
Egypt, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia and the United 

Arab Emirates in addition 
to Israel.

And an intermediate 
value of the retaliatory 
strike in Syria is others 
just may be paying more 
attention to us, North 
Korea, for instance, and 
don’t forget Iran.

The Obama Iran deal 
was the Syria deal all over 
again. Clearly eager to 
build nuclear weapons, 
Iran had been kept from 
that venture by 20 years of
threats from U.S. presi-
dents. Leaders there then 
said they would hold off 
for another decade if we 
agreed to return billions of 
dollars plus other treats. 
As with Syria, there are 
multiple means by which 
Iran could evade detection 
in its transgressions, and 
reinstituting international 
sanctions could be nearly 
impossible until too late.

Obama visited us with 
heightened peril and 
Trump has taken one 
small step in a better 
direction. Iran, North 
Korea and Russia are 
indulging in bellicose 
barking, but at least 
Obama is no longer 
empowered to make 
things worse.

 
—Jay Ambrose is a col-
umnist for Tribune News 
Service. Readers can 
email him at speaktojay@
aol.com.
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Can Trump mend Obama’s errors?

JAY AMBROSE

WASHINGTON

W ith a mellif-
luous name 
suggesting 

bucolic tranquility, Rep. 
Mark Meadows, a North 
Carolina Republican, is 
an unlikely object of the 
caterwauling recently 
directed at him and the 
House Freedom Caucus 
he leads. The vitupera-
tion was occasioned by 
the HFC’s role rescu-
ing Republicans from 
embracing an unpopular 
first draft of legislation to 
replace Obamacare.

A decisive blow against 
the bill was struck by the 
quintessential Republican 
moderate, New Jersey’s 
Rodney Frelinghuysen, 
chairman of the Appro-
priations Committee 
whose family has included 
a member of the Conti-
nental Congress, four U.S. 
senators and, in 1844, a 
vice presidential nominee: 
“Hurrah! Hurrah! The 
country’s risin’, for Henry 
Clay and Frelinghuysen.”

Although just a little 
over two years old, the 

HFC signals a revival of 
congressional resistance 
to the dangerous waxing 
of executive power under 
presidents of both par-
ties. The HFC is a rarity, a 
heartening political devel-
opment: People giving 
priority to their legislative 
craft and institution rather 
than to a president of their 
party barking at them.

The HFC’s 30 members, 
and six others informally 
affiliated, are barely 8 
percent of the House, but 
their cohesion is a force 
multiplier. The cohesion 
comes, Meadows says, 
from its members being 
“here for a purpose.” 
And, he adds dryly, from 
the fact that, for many, 
“This is not the best job 
they’ve ever had.” Among 

the never more than 537 
people who are in Wash-
ington because they won 
elections, none are more 
threatening to tranquil-
ity than the few who are 
not desperate to be here. 
They do not respond to 
the usual incentives for 
maintaining discipline.

The HFC has rules, 
bylaws and weekly 
meetings, often featur-
ing experts on particular 
issues. HFC members 
have, Meadows believes, 
“a competitive advan-
tage” in the House 
because they hone their 
arguments together in 
what Meadows calls “the 
best debating club on 
Capitol Hill.” If 80 per-
cent of the HFC agree on 
an issue, it votes as a bloc, 
although members can 
receive two exemptions 
per Congress.

Meadows was con-
tented as a businessman 
for whom politics was 
an avocation. About 30 
years ago, he was the 
only person to attend 
a precinct meeting, 

thereby becoming the 
precinct’s chair. He rose 
in Republican ranks until 
redistricting after the 
2010 census produced a 
congenial district, which 
he won in 2012.

In December 2014, he 
and a few others were 
disgusted by what was 
called “cromnibus.” This 
testimony to Congress’ 
normal dysfunction was a 
combination of a continu-
ing resolution to keep the 
government running and 
an omnibus spending bill. 
Cromnibus was another 
of those “this is a binary 
choice, so you have no 
choice” moments. He and 
eight other conservatives 
chose to form a group of 
kindred spirits.

Meadows came to the 
nation’s attention by 
doing something eccen-
tric: He read the House 
rules. Therein he learned 
about a “motion to vacate 
the chair.” Such a motion 
requires a vote on the 
Speaker. John Boehner 
resigned as speaker and 
from the House rather 

than rely on Democratic 
votes to make up for lost 
votes from the HFC, 
whose members had felt 
the sting of his disap-
proval of their insufficient 
docility.

In last month’s dis-
pute about Speaker Paul 
Ryan’s health care bill, the 
president thought it was 
wise to tweet a demand 
that the HFC “get on the 
team.” And for Steve 
Bannon to summon HFC 
members to reportedly 
be instructed by him that 
“this is not a discussion. 
This is not a debate. You 
have no choice but to vote 
for this bill.” And for the 
White House director of 
social media — your tax 
dollars at work — to tweet 
that an HFC member, 
Michigan’s Justin Amash, 
“is a big liability” who 
should be defeated in a 
primary.

The 32nd president, a 
somewhat more accom-
plished politician than the 
45th, tried to purge some 
members of his party’s 
congressional caucus. 

Franklin Roosevelt 
became angry when some 
conservative Southern 
Democrats helped to 
defeat his plan to break 
the Supreme Court to 
his saddle by enlarging it 
and filling the new seats 
with compliant liberals. 
He recruited and sup-
ported primary opponents
against the offending 
Democrats.

All survived. One of 
them, Georgia’s Sen. 
Walter George, told that 
FDR was “his own worst 
enemy,” replied: “Not 
as long as I’m alive.” 
Republicans gained eight 
Senate seats in 1938 and 
their House ranks almost 
doubled, from 88 to 169. 
FDR never again had a 
liberal legislating major-
ity in Congress. Today’s 
president should have 
second, or perhaps first, 
thoughts about a purge.

 
—George Will is a colum-
nist for The Washington 
Post. Readers can email 
him at georgewill@wash-
post.com.
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