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Opinion

Can state leaders really lack their 
own analysis of HB2 costs?

Supporters of House Bill 2, the dis-
criminatory “bathroom bill” rapidly 
signed into law in March, are quick 

to say critics’ estimates of how much the 
action could ultimately cost — as much 
as $5 billion — are way too 
high. In such arguments, 
it’s customary to come 
back with your own fully 
detailed estimates. But the 
state doesn’t seem to have 
any.

Once again, the emperor 
is naked.

In a May 26 interview 
with the Journal editorial 
board, state Budget Director Drew Heath 
said that no study had been done by his 
office. The bill’s impact has been “rela-
tively mild” in a state making a strong 
economic comeback, he said.

There’s been some recovery, but 
there’s still a long way to go. And it’s 
appalling that his office, and legisla-
tive leaders, didn’t order a public study 
to prove their point on that “relatively 
mild” effect as they entered budget 
negotiations.

The closest thing legislators seem to 
have given to a public estimate came late 
last month as they hammered out their 
state budget adjustments, earmarking 
$500,000 from a natural disaster fund to 
prepare for the legal costs of defending 
the new law in court — which, judging 
from other court decisions, promises to 
be a losing battle.

A half-million dollars. And that’s just 
for legal costs. That figure, obviously, 
doesn’t address lost business revenue. 
The state has already lost tens of millions 
of dollars in business, and outside esti-
mates put future losses anywhere from 
more than $500 million to $5 billion.

The financial preparation for legal 
wrangling came as legislators closed 
down a session in which they tweaked 

the bill aimed at the LGBT community 
with only one change, a change that sat-
isfied few, if any, of HB2’s critics: It took 
out the bill’s bar against those claiming 
discrimination from suing in state courts.

Left in place is the bill’s 
mandate that the people 
use the public bathroom 
of their birth-certificate 
gender, as well as language 
that prevents local munici-
palities from setting their 
own ordinances on such 
matters.

That’s very unlikely to 
appease the bill’s many op-

ponents that include states and count-
less businesses and entertainers that 
have boycotted or are threatening to boy-
cott our state over the bill.

Legislators made no big effort to beef 
up tourism development spending to 
counteract those losses. Don’t worry. 
That’s what legislators, the governor and 
his staff seem to be telling us.

“The State Budget Office continues 
to monitor revenue and economic fore-
casts, but no specific individual impact 
analysis is planned for HB2. Again, our 
data indicates that the state has added 
new jobs, the unemployment rate is at 
an 8-year low and revenues are up above 
projections,” Melanie Jennings, a spokes-
woman for state budget office, told me in 
an email Wednesday.

Ricky Diaz, a spokesman for the gov-
ernor’s re-election campaign, referred 
me to the governor’s office. But Diaz, in 
a Wednesday email, did tout the gover-
nor’s economic development, and noted 
a May check by Politifact North Carolina. 
That report found many of the economic 
loss claims to be inflated.

I wish GOP leaders would present their 
own fully detailed studies to put us at 
ease, because it’s been hard to keep up 
with the countless and costly cancella-

tions that we keep seeing in the news. 
Among the biggest were PayPal cancel-
ling a planned expansion in Charlotte 
and Deutsche Bank freezing expansion 
in North Carolina. The other hits keep 
coming, among them the NBA’s strong 
consideration of moving its 2017 All-Star 
Game out of Charlotte.

In an April report, the Center for Amer-
ican Progress said that, based on pub-
licly available estimates of the economic 
impact, HB2 could potentially cost our 
state more than $568 million in the pri-
vate sector economy through 2018. That 
report claimed the state had already lost 
out on $86 million, and could lose more 
than $481 million more because of can-
celled events, businesses leaving and 
tourism dips.

A May report from the Williams Insti-
tute, a UCLA School of Law think tank, 
said House Bill 2 could cost North Caro-

lina as much as $5 billion a year. When 
that report was released, Diaz, the Mc-
Crory campaign spokesman, called it “a 
left-wing report produced in California, 
and in obvious attempt to smear North 
Carolina.”

That report’s estimate of economic 
damage is probably way high. But even if 
the impact is far below $5 billion annu-
ally, the report is still unsettling.

I have to wonder why the GOP lead-
ers didn’t have their own analysis of the 
impact that they could publicly release. 
If this group is truly fiscally conserva-
tive, having their own report as they con-
sidered budget adjustments, as well as 
tweaks to HB2, would have made good 
business sense and been responsible to 
the taxpayers it serves — unless it didn’t, 
and doesn’t want to know the costs that 
even its own report would have noted 
and projected.

A s presumptive Demo-
cratic nominee Hill-
ary Clinton boarded 

Air Force 1 with President 
Obama Tuesday, the wind 
was most likely at her back. 

The cloud that 
hovered over 
her campaign 
had seemingly 
disappeared.

The FBI re-
port stated that 
no charges 
would be 
brought against 

her, the last thing standing 
between her and her party’s 
presidential nomination.

She was being accompa-
nied by a popular president 
who is in a position to cam-
paign for her in a manner not 
seen since Theodore Roos-
evelt campaigned for William 
Howard Taft.

The historic symbolism of 
Clinton and Obama stand-
ing on the Charlotte podium 
together was not loss on the 
7,000 in attendance. The day 
after the nation celebrated 
its 240th birthday as an in-
dependent country, Clin-
ton captured the moment 
eloquently when she stated: 
“Nobody who looked like 
Barack Obama or me would 
have been included back then 
(1776). But we’re here today 
because the story of America 
is the story of hard-fought, 
hard-won progress.”

Regardless of one’s politics, 
any understanding of history 
makes Clinton’s statement ir-
refutable. Unfortunately for 
her, the narrative does not 
end there. The dark cloud 
that hovered over the Clinton 
campaign did not dissolve 
with the FBI report, it merely 
rose beyond eyesight.

Clinton as the presumptive 
nominee raises a question for 
Democrats to ponder: Did 
they find their Nixon?

I realize in popular culture 
to invoke the nation’s 37th 
president equates to resur-
recting the Watergate scandal. 
But one need not summon 
the Committee to Re-elect 
the President (CREEP) or the 
“plumbers” to find Nixonian 
comparisons between the two.

From 1948, with the Alger 
Hiss case, to 1973, Nixon held 
a place on the national stage. 

For 20 years, with the excep-
tion of 1964, his name ap-
peared on the national ticket. 
His qualifications and gravitas 
were not in question.

Clinton has also held a 
place on the national stage 
for more than 20 years. She 
was the most influential first 
lady since Eleanor Roosevelt, 
served eight years as the ju-
nior senator from New York, 
and four years as secretary of 
state. Like Nixon, her quali-
fications and gravitas are be-
yond reproach.

They also share an unflat-
tering attribute. After laud-
ing their political skills, one 
is apt to add the conjunction 
“but.” It is this three-letter 
word that works against their 
accomplishments.

Even her rationale justify-
ing her 2002 vote for autho-
rizing the use of force in Iraq 
could be classified as classic 
Nixoian.

And then there was last 
week’s FBI report that read: “Al-
though we did not find clear 
evidence that Secretary Clinton 
or her colleagues intended to 
violate laws governing the han-
dling of classified information, 
there is evidence that they were 
extremely careless in their han-
dling of very sensitive, highly 
classified information.”

One must also factor in the 
aforementioned statement 
with Bill Clinton’s decision to 
seemingly compromise the 
Justice Department’s inves-
tigation by meeting with At-
torney General Loretta Lynch 
privately. It matters little if 
the meeting between Clinton 
and Lynch was benign or in-
tentional. It feeds the existing 
narrative about the Clintons.

Moreover, this latest up-

heaval is not part of some 
“vast right-wing conspiracy,” 
nor is it the endless (which 
seems finally to have come to 
a merciful end) witch-hunt 
known as Benghazi.

Whatever it is, it reflects 
unbridled arrogance and en-
titlement. If this were any 
other election year, Clinton’s 
political fortunes might be ir-
retrievably damaged.

But like Nixon in 1968, 
Clinton is buoyed by the pub-
lic perception of the opposi-
tion party as one of disarray. 
Nixon was never the darling 
of the Republican establish-
ment. Conservatives never 
considered him one of them. 
But he could win, especially 
in 1968.

The inevitability of Clin-
ton’s 2008 campaign was in-
conveniently derailed by the 
chants of “Yes we can!” and 
she had to “feel the Bern” in 
order to be the presumptive 
nominee in 2016.

None of this, however, sug-
gests victory in November. The 
Democrats are poised to tout 
an experienced, smart and 
qualified nominee — one with 
a firm grasp of the status quo 
politics, foreign and domestic.

But this may not be a mo-
ment for the status quo, as the 
United Kingdom’s recent vote 
to leave the European Union 
bears witness.

As for Clinton, her email 
scandal is behind her. Legally 
speaking she is in the clear. 
There is the court of public 
opinion that may view her 
carelessness differently. It 
may regurgitate that nagging 
Nixonian “but.”

The Rev. Byron Williams, a writer and 
the host of the “The Public Morality” on 
WSNC 90.5, lives in Winston-Salem.

RALEIGH — During 
North Carolina’s pri-
mary elections earlier 

this year, did you get a visit 
to your home from a cam-
paign worker?

If so, you are far from 
alone. One of the most no-
ticeable changes in political 
campaigns during the past decade 
has been the return of door-to-
door canvassing. It was a main-
stay of electoral campaigns many 
decades ago, before the advent of 
saturation ad buys on television. It 
has returned.

Why have the political pros 
gone back to the future? Because 
in the highly competitive politics 
we’re experiencing, here in North 
Carolina and in other parts of the 
country, even small differences in 
campaign tactics have the potential 
to determine outcomes. Politicos 
have a huge incentive to wring as 
much electoral benefit as possible 
from every dollar they spend. And 
according to the latest empirical 
research, that doesn’t mean buying 
as many TV ads as they can afford.

Not that long ago, political con-
sultants usually sneered at grass-
roots campaigning. They told their 
candidates to raise as much money 
as possible so they could run as 
many good ads as possible. TV was 
the only cost-effective means of 
reaching large number of voters, 
they said. If the state or national 
party would also spring for get-
out-the-vote efforts, the consul-
tants welcomed the help. Still, they 
kept their own focus on convert-
ing campaign cash into gross rat-
ings points (the term for how much 
airtime you are buying for your 
message).

Now, it’s true that consultants 
often made a good amount of their 
income from placing TV buys for 
their candidates. But it would be a 
mistake to think their belief in ad-
vertising was a sham to cover their 
own self-dealing. There were good 
reasons to think TV ads were the 
best use of the marginal dollar. Per-
haps they were, for a while.

What’s happened lately is that 
political scientists, marketing 
firms, and campaign consultants 
themselves (pressured by donors 
intent on getting the biggest bang 
for the buck) have been conduct-
ing field tests. They’ve studied the 
relative benefits of TV, radio, print, 

billboards, “free” media in-
terviews, direct mail, phone 
calls, and door-to-door 
canvassing.

Guess what? After a certain 
point, raising and spend-
ing more money on TV ads 
doesn’t seem to help can-
didates very much. You 

certainly need your name and mes-
sage out there, and to answer effec-
tive attacks by your opponents. If 
you plot the benefits of this strat-
egy, however, the line goes from a 
rising slope to a horizontal. Once 
you reach that plateau, more ad 
spending won’t do the trick.

At the same time, the rate of re-
turn on the three “direct” methods 
of campaigning — sending tar-
geted voters a piece of mail, calling 
them on the phone, and visiting 
them in their homes — has gone 
up. Ironically, the explanation is 
technological innovation. By col-
lecting and manipulating mas-
sive amounts of data, a campaign, 
political party, or independent-
expenditure group can target its 
message to precisely the people it 
needs either to persuade or (more 
often) to turn out to the polls.

A recent paper in the journal Po-
litical Science Research and Meth-
ods quantified the effects for the 
2012 presidential race. The cam-
paigns and other supporters of 
Barack Obama and Mitt Romney 
used all three tactics extensively. 
On average, their efforts increased 
turnout in targeted battleground 
states by seven to eight percentage 
points. It’s not that any single act 
makes a big difference. It’s about 
repetition.

The study’s findings were con-
sistent with prior research indicat-
ing that, on average, a phone call 
boosts turnout by four-tenths of 
a point, a mailer by seven-tenths 
of a point, and a personal visit by 
a full point. Because targeted vot-
ers in 2012 battlegrounds received 
an average of about 10 phone calls, 
two pieces of mail, and two knocks 
on the door, it’s not surprising that 
the campaign’s total effect on voter 
turnout averaged just over seven 
percent.

What I’ve just done is provide 
you an elaborate explanation for 
what you’ll likely experience this 
fall. Tell the campaign worker who 
stops by your house that I said “hi.”
The John Locke Foundation

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A PayPal building in San Jose, Calif. After the N.C. legislature and Gov. Pat McCrory 
pushed House Bill 2 through, PayPal canceled plans for an expansion in North Carolina.
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Opinion

Judge’s questions lay bare 
the lunacy of HB2

Before watching legal proceedings in 
the “bathroom bill” case last week, 
I felt a “call of nature” and stopped 

just down the hall from the federal court-
room. As I entered the men’s room, it 
suddenly hit me just how much I take for 
granted the simple right of 
using the public restroom 
that corresponds to my 
gender.

Transgenders in our 
state no longer have that 
right, thanks to the bath-
room bill (House Bill 2), the 
new and discriminatory 
law that Republican Gov. 
Pat McCrory and GOP leg-
islative leaders rapidly rammed through 
in March. The state is essentially telling 
transgenders they’re “different,” in a bad 
way. But we’re all different, in good ways.

As I headed into the courtroom Mon-
day, the air-conditioning system was 
cranking. It was cold enough to kill hogs 
in there. But the pointed questions that 
U.S. District Court Judge Thomas Schro-
eder was asking of attorneys for McCrory 
and the GOP legislature were enough 
to make the lawyers sweat — especially 
coming from Schroeder, who was ap-
pointed by President George W. Bush.

Schroeder’s thoughtful questions, 
taken with the lawyers’ clumsy attempts 
at answers, stripped HB2 as bare as the 
proverbial nude emperor.

The law mandates that transgenders 
use the restrooms in government build-
ings and public schools and universities 
that correspond to the sex on their birth 
certificates, instead of their gender iden-
tity. The judge is considering a temporary 
injunction against that key provision of 
the law.

“How on earth is that supposed to 
work?” the judge asked at one point.

McCrory’s lawyer, Butch Bowers, 
argued in vain that the provision is 
sensible.

Supporters, with scant facts behind 
them, say it’s for the protection of women 
and children, even though the law lacks 
enforcement provisions. Detractors note 
that the law (which also includes lan-
guage that prevents local municipalities 

from setting their own or-
dinances on such matters) 
could create a shock effect: 
A mother having to ex-
plain to little Jane why that 
woman dressed as a man 
is in their bathroom, or a 
father having to explain to 
little Johnny why that man 
dressed as a woman is in 
their public bathroom.

“So we are now going to have peo-
ple dressed as women using the men’s 
room?” the judge asked Bowers.

Bowers responded: “My guess is that 
some transgender people will use the re-
strooms they always have, and no one 
will notice.”

“Then why have it [the law]?” the judge 
asked.

A few minutes before, Bowers had said 
the law reaffirms citizens’ rights to pri-
vacy in public restrooms, locker rooms 
and showers. The judge asked why exist-
ing laws, such as ones against trespassing 
and indecent exposure, aren’t enough. 
Bowers said HB2 amplifies the message.

I suspect that “amplification” is really 
about revving up the GOP base, both in 
terms of campaign contributions and in-
terest in November voting. Perhaps that’s 
cynical, but it makes more sense than the 
state’s explanations. As Paul M. Smith, a 
lawyer for one of the several groups suing 
over the law, argued Monday, “The idea 
that the law is going to help law enforce-
ment keep some creepy guy from going 
into a women’s bathroom and doing bad 
things is simply a fantasy.”

As the Journal’s Michael Hewlett 
noted, PolitiFact reports that there have 
been few incidents in which sexual pred-

ators have pretended to be transgender 
in order to sexually abuse women. We 
have yet to see hordes of law-enforce-
ment officers raiding public bathrooms 
and asking for birth certificates, or any 
enforcement efforts, for that matter — 
anymore than we have seen scores of 
people posing as transgenders assaulting 
people in public restrooms.

Groups including the American Civil 
Liberties Union of North Carolina and 
the U.S. Department of Justice are suing 
for several plaintiffs, including a coura-
geous transgender woman who is a high-
school student at Winston-Salem’s UNC 
School of the Arts, Hunter Schafer. Judge 
Schroeder had some pointed questions 
for the plaintiff’s lawyers as well, includ-
ing ones regarding the necessity of a pre-
liminary injunction on the law.

But, judging from his questions to the 
state’s lawyers, he wonders why HB2 was 
passed in the first place. So do I.

Our laws, especially ones rushed 
through in a special legislative session as 
this one was, are supposed to be aimed 

at accomplishing something beyond po-
litical benefits for their supporters.

What has HB2 accomplished? It has 
sent a sad message nationwide that we’re 
a discriminatory state. Other states and 
countless businesses and entertain-
ers have boycotted or are threatening 
to boycott North Carolina over the law. 
The state has already lost tens of millions 
of dollars in business, and outside esti-
mates put future losses anywhere from 
more than $500 million to almost $5 bil-
lion. Costs of defending the law in court 
are already north of $176,000.

What is immeasurable are the moral 
costs to us as a state and a people. The 
Rev. Mac Schafer, the father of Hunter, 
the teenage plaintiff from the School of 
the Arts, told the press after the hearing 
that he hoped people who support HB2 
would see that transgender people want 
the same rights as anybody else, the Jour-
nal reported.

Indeed. Hunter should feel as comfort-
able in her public bathroom as I do in 
mine.

RALEIGH — North Carolina 
is urbanizing — that much 
is certain. You can chart it in 

the economic data about popula-
tion, income and job creation. You 
can see it in the cranes that rise 
into the skylines of our largest cit-
ies. You can hear it as you travel 
the state and talk to people. Fewer 
have the distinctive accents of small-
town and rural North Carolina.

But to say our state is “urbanizing” is 
not to say that it is “urban,” or anything 
remotely approaching it. Most of us still 
live in suburbs, small communities and 
rural areas. If North Carolina candidates 
fail to understand that as they plan their 
campaigns, they will likely fail by Elec-
tion Day.

Our two most-populous counties, 
Mecklenburg and Wake, accounted for 
about one-fifth of all the ballots cast in the 
2012 election. If we are generous with the 
definition of “urban” to include counties 
with population densities of at least 750 
per square mile, that would add four more 
to the list: New Hanover, Durham, Forsyth 
and Guilford. All six counties collectively 
cast 36 percent of the votes in 2012.

You can raise that percentage up 
slightly above 50 percent by adding in 
counties with at least 250 people per 
square mile. But few people would con-
sider counties such as Alamance, David-
son, Gaston and Catawba to be “urban” 
in any meaningful sense. Their political 
debates and voting behavior certainly 
don’t comport with what most people 
think of when they see terms like “urban 
issues” or “urban values.”

North Carolina politicians running for 
statewide office would be wise to plan 
accordingly. If Roy Cooper wants to de-
feat incumbent Gov. Pat McCrory, he 
won’t be able to do it simply by turning 
out reliably Democratic voters in major 
cities. There aren’t enough of them. If 
U.S. Sen. Richard Burr wants to win his 
reelection bid against former state Rep. 
Deborah Ross, he’ll need to energize the 
Republican base in rural areas, small 
towns and upscale urban enclaves while 
appealing to swing voters found dispro-
portionately in the state’s burgeoning 
suburbs and exurbs.

You’ve probably heard a lot from Mc-
Crory, Cooper, Burr and Ross so far this 

election cycle. But there are other 
races on the statewide ballot that 
deserve your attention.

For example, incumbent Lt. 
Gov. Dan Forest, a Republican, 
faces a rematch with his Demo-
cratic opponent from 2012, for-
mer legislator Linda Coleman. 
Furthermore, two key offices have 

no incumbents. For attorney general, Re-
publican Buck Newton faces Democrat 
Josh Stein. They previously served to-
gether in the state senate. For state trea-
surer, former state legislator and Division 
of Employment Security head Dale Fol-
well, a CPA from Winston-Salem, faces 
former Wake County Democratic Party 
chairman Dan Blue III, an attorney.

To help voters learn more about these 
important electoral contests, the North 
Carolina Institute of Political Leadership 
(IOPL) is partnering with local chambers 
of commerce, newspapers and broad-
casters to host candidate forums during 
the month of September. The “Home-
town Debates” series will be held in three 
cities. On Sept. 13, the lieutenant gover-
nor candidates will debate in Wilson. On 
Sept. 20, the attorney general candidates 
will debate in Asheboro. And on Sept. 27, 
the state treasurer candidates will debate 
in Statesville.

All three debates will be broadcast on 
television by UNC-TV’s North Carolina 
Channel and on the radio by the North 
Carolina News Network. They will also 
feature questions from local newspaper 
editors. Thanks to the series sponsors 
— the North Carolina Association of De-
fense Attorneys, the North Carolina Ad-
vocates for Justice, the State Employees 
Association of North Carolina, the John 
William Pope Foundation and North 
Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives — these 
events will give state residents a great op-
portunity to cast informed votes for lieu-
tenant governor, attorney general and 
state treasurer this year.

As you can see, IOPL and its partners 
in the Hometown Debates recognize 
that North Carolina politics is not simply 
about what happens in a few large cities. 
Most of the electorate lives elsewhere. To 
win their votes, candidates need to un-
derstand where they are coming from — 
both literally and figuratively.
The John Locke Foundation

If you have been paying atten-
tion to the reality television 
program that is the Donald 

Trump presidential campaign, 
the chattering class et al. have 
begun questioning his sanity. 
Even Republicans are turning on 
Trump.

Desperate times call for des-
perate measures, I suppose. But as 
members of the Republican Party beat 
back the rats in order to be first to jump 
off the seemingly sinking vessel, might 
they take one fleeting glance at the 
mirror? For there they will realize the 
genesis of Trump and the associated 
problems that plague their party.

The Trump phenomenon is not the 
manifestation of a single event or cause, 
but something that has been decades in 
the making. It takes time to go from the 
party of Lincoln to one that looks more 
like Andrew Jackson was its artisan. No 
single individual can pull that off in a 
single election cycle. There must be a 
foundation to build upon.

Few bemoaned Richard Nixon’s 
“Southern Strategy,” which allowed Re-
publican candidates to build support 
in the South by appealing to racism 
against African Americans.

Here’s how the political opera-
tive, the late Lee Atwater, explained 
the seductive nature of the Southern 
Strategy:

You start out in 1954 by saying, “Nig-
ger, nigger, nigger.” By 1968, you can’t 
say “nigger” — that hurts you, backfires. 
So you say stuff like, uh, forced bus-
ing, states’ rights, and all that stuff, and 
you’re getting so abstract. Now, you’re 
talking about cutting taxes, and all 
these things you’re talking about are to-
tally economic things and a byproduct 
of them is, blacks get hurt worse than 
whites.… “We want to cut this,” is much 
more abstract than even the busing 
thing, uh, and a hell of a lot more ab-
stract than “Nigger, nigger.”

Where was the internal outcry when 
Ronald Reagan, after securing the GOP 
nomination in 1980, went to Philadel-
phia Miss. (believe it or not, Mississippi 
was a swing state back then), the place 
three civil rights workers were murdered 
by the Ku Klux Klan in 1964, telling the 
all-white crowd, “I believe in states’ 
rights”?

What about the 1988 “Willie Horton” 
commercial or Jesse Helms’ infamous 
“hands” commercial in 1990?

I understand the political reasons for 
such tactics; they were successful, es-
pecially when the demographics are in 
one’s favor. One could conflate illegal 
immigration with the fears of domes-

tic terrorism without reprisal. Or 
offer that marriage equality was 
tantamount to a constitutional 
version of the Chicken Little 
story and that would be plausible 
for a requisite number of voters 
to secure victory.

If one is not self-reflective, 
success can bring about hu-

bris. And hubris can quickly trans-
form one’s strengths into their greatest 
weakness.

On Jan. 20, 2009, Barack Obama took 
the oath of office as the nation’s 44th 
president. His victory was in large mea-
sure a rebuke of the previous eight years 
of Republican leadership in the White 
House, along with emerging demo-
graphics that began flexing its political 
muscle.

This was a moment for the Repub-
lican Party to recalibrate. Instead, ac-
cording to author Robert Draper, on 
Inauguration Day, selected Republi-
can members of the House of Repre-
sentatives and Senate, walong with 
former Speaker of the House Newt 
Gingrich, met with the specific pur-
pose of derailing the new president’s 
agenda.

They found iron pyrite (fool’s gold) 
in the tea party and won two consecu-
tive midterm elections convincingly. For 
nearly eight years they have found sol-
ace in being the party of “Neyt!” They 
welcomed the anger of the tea party 
when it suited them.

But after the Republicans’ 2012 de-
feat in the General Election, here’s 
the assessment Republican National 
Committee Chair, Reince Priebus, pro-
vided the Washington Post: “When 
Republicans lost in November it was 
a wake-up call. We know that we have 
problems. We’ve identified them and 
we’re implementing the solutions to 
fix them.”

Now, the chickens appear to have 
come home to roost.

Many Republicans find themselves 
dismayed at the prospects of a Trump 
presidency. But for decades, the Re-
publican Party has played to the dark, 
divisive side of American politics. The 
country has changed, but the Repub-
lican Party has been marred by feet of 
clay.

Win or lose, the party will have to 
change. I know it’s fashionable to 
blame Trump, but it’s more compli-
cated. The party of Lincoln looks more 
and more like the party of Millard 
Fillmore.

The Rev. Byron Williams, a writer and the host of the 
“The Public Morality” on WSNC 90.5, lives in Winston-
Salem.

ANNE BLYTHE/THE NEWS & OBSERVER

GOP should have 
seen looming storm

Hometown debates 
will inform voters

John Railey
jrailey@wsjournal.com
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CHARLES PEED, Winston-Salem

Unelectable
Your endorsement of an unelectable libertar-

ian candidate who didn’t know what “Aleppo” was 
two or three days ago (“Gary Johnson for presi-
dent”) is particularly interesting as it appears on 
page A28 of the Sept. 11 Journal, and the lead 
article of that section is about bombings in and 
around, you guessed it, Aleppo (“At least 45 killed 
by airstrikes in Syria”). Gary Johnson knows less 
than Donald Trump, and that’s saying a lot.

The most Johnson can do is turn this election 
into a very dangerous coin flip. He can’t win, as 
you know, and he can’t really affect the tone of the 
race — he doesn’t have the resources.

Without really saying so, you’re advising a pro-
test vote. How did the Ralph Nader thing work out?

vvv

TOM JONES, Winston-Salem

American pride
We have much to be proud of in our great city, 

among them the downtown renaissance, our 
medical facilities, our great educational institu-
tions and our newspaper.

I, like many I am sure, opened the opinion page 
of the Sept. 11 Journal and found an endorsement 
of Gary Johnson as our next president. I had hoped 
that the editorial board would not take the easy 
way out and either endorse one of the major party 
candidates with reservations or perhaps withhold 
an endorsement for either Donald Trump or Hill-
ary Clinton. But former Gov. Johnson?

I was familiar with his success as governor of 
New Mexico and of his running mate, Bill Weld’s, 
success as governor of Massachusetts, but have 
been so caught up in the tragic comedy of the 
Clinton/Trump escapades that I had forgotten the 
depth of character that these two gentlemen bring 
to the table. Those who did not read the endorse-
ment, quickly run to your recycling bin or go to 
the paper’s website and read it, it is eye-opening.

Let us all hope that Gary Johnson receives 
enough support to be included in the presidential 
debates. He will bring knowledge of bipartisan co-
operation and a background of successful gover-
nance to what might turn into a shouting match 
without him.

Who knows? A ground swell of support might 
actually give us a president we can be proud of.

vvv

RON CARTER, Kernersville

Paying taxes for all
In response to the Aug. 30 letter “Schools that 

discriminate:”
My wife and I have two children. Between the 

two of them, they have gone to private religious 
schools for 28 years.

Our son attended K5 to 12th grade in private 
religious schools and an additional four years at 
a Christian college. Our daughter attended K5 to 
12th grade in private religious schools; however, 
she did go to public college for four years.

During those years of schooling, we paid taxes 
plus paid extra to educate our children the way 
we chose.

During those years, we never wrote to the 
paper, to the state or to the federal government to 
complain. Again, we paid our taxes and educated 
our children the way we chose.

We no longer have kids in school, but we 
are still paying taxes (20years later) for public 
education.

I must mention that the education that kids re-
ceive at Christian schools, not only from the aca-
demic perspective but also from the right biblical 
approach to the heart, will get them successfully 
through this life and forever in eternity. However, 
in public schools, what is being taught in this day 
and time is questionable.

Again, my wife and I never complained about 
taxes. We paid them and paid extra to educate our 
children. According to the letter writer’s thinking, 
I guess, we should be demanding our taxes be re-
funded to us. After all, we had to educate kids in 
public schools as well as our own.

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments. To 

participate in The Readers’ Forum, please submit 
letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com. Please 
write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject line 
and include your full name, address and a day-
time telephone number. Or you may mail letters 
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to editing 
and may be published on journalnow.com. Let-
ters are limited to 250 words. Letter writers are al-
lowed one letter every 30 days.

If you would like a photo of yourself included 
with your letter, send it to us as a .jpg file.

For more guidelines and advice on writ-
ing letters, go to journalnow.com/opinion/
submit_a_letter.

The Journal welcomes original submissions for 
guest columns on local, regional and statewide 
topics. Essay length should not exceed 750 words. 
The writer should have some authority for writing 
about his or her subject. Our email address is: 
Letters@wsjournal.com. Essays may also be 
mailed to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, 
Winston-Salem, NC 27102. Please include your 
name and address and a daytime telephone 
number.

The Readers’ Forum

journalnow.com 
click on opinion

Our view

“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region. 
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our 

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the 
same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 

sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our 
opinion of what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board

March Madness is overrated. Just a bunch of attention on some 
of the best college athletes in the country playing NCAA champi-
onship basketball games in our state, with a bunch of screaming 
fans and their money following them. Ditto, albeit to a lesser de-
gree, for NCAA soccer golf, tennis, lacrosse and baseball cham-
pionship games.

The news that the NCAA is pulling those games for the 2016-17 
season in protest of House Bill 2, the law that Gov. Pat McCrory 
says keeps our public bathrooms safe, should not worry us one 
bit. Like Kami Mueller, the state GOP spokeswoman, said: “This 
is so absurd it’s almost comical. I genuinely look forward to the 
NCAA merging all men’s and women’s teams together as singular, 
unified, unisex teams. Under the NCAA’s logic, colleges should 
make cheerleaders and football players share bathrooms, show-
ers and hotel rooms.”

Yes! We meet the world with perfect logic, or at least our own 
logic. Like the governor says about those phantoms creeping into 
the wrong bathrooms: “Not on my watch.”

And not on his watch will we worry about the loss of a little 
March Madness when we’ve got our perfectly fine madness game 
right here, one that began, coincidentally enough, this past March 
with a pace faster than any of those NCAA players we don’t need 
anyway. McCrory and legislative leaders pushed HB2 through in 
a day, and now we’re reaping the madness of his new game, one 
meaner, louder and with a longer season than NASCAR even.

So what that all those businesses, rock stars, states and other 
organizations have cancelled events in our state? We don’t need 
them anyhow. Nor did we need the NBA All-Star Game in the gov-
ernor’s old ’hood of Charlotte.

Eggheads say the final tally could hit the billions of dollars, but 
we know they’re wrong because the governor’s administration has 
said so. It has said the economic impact will be minimal. So there.

In the meantime, we’re loving our own game of madness, howl-
ing back at our critics. It’s us against the world, but the governor 
has our backs. Really.

The new form 
of madness

Margaret Hermann, the be-
loved veterinarian at Shal-
lowford Animal Hospital in 
Lewisville, retired earlier this 
month, as eloquently recounted 
by Lisa O’Donnell in last week’s 
Journal West. Here’s what an 
imaginary dog named Lew 
might have to say to the doctor. jr

Dear Dr. Hermann,
Thanks so much for your 

nearly 38 years of service, 
a span of several lifetimes of 
the dogs and cats for which you 
cared. I think I speak for much 
of the pet world when I say 
thank you.

I remember the first time my 
master brought me in to see 
you at Shallowford Animal Hos-
pital, where you spent almost 
half your career. My master car-
ried me in her arms, for I was 
just a puppy then. I was scared. 
My heart was going THUMP 
THUMP THUMP. I was sniffing 
like crazy, trying to figure your 
office out. I smelled fear on the 
part of some first-time visitors 
like me. But as I waited to see 

you, sniffing the rears of more 
seasoned dogs around me, and 
even some cats, I smelled some-
thing else, an acceptance of you, 
even a sense that some of these 
animals were looking forward to 
seeing you.

When my master and I went 
back to the room where you met 
us, I quickly understood why. 
You smelled like a good person. 
You gently examined me, talk-
ing softly to me the whole time. 
I was not scared any more. From 
then on, I looked forward to 
our visits. My heart no longer 
pounded in fear. Heck, I even 
started whining happily as we 
approached your office, anxious 
to see you, lick your face and 
have your caring hands pet me.

We know you endlessly stud-
ied the books we cannot read, 
looking for the best ways to help 
us. You have the gift of brains, 
but, even more important, the 
gift of heart. I don’t think I’m the 
only dog who could understand 
your words. You looked right 
into our eyes and read them 
and our body language. There 

is a reason the humans call you 
“The Dog Whisperer.”

I’ve been a lucky dog. Your 
work with me has just been rou-
tine checkups. But I well know 
that other dogs and cats brought 
to see you weren’t as fortunate 
as me. Some had something our 
masters call “cancer.” Others 
had been hit by cars. Still others 
were what the humans call “res-
cue dogs,” adopted from cruel 
masters who left them with all 
kinds of physical and mental 
wounds.

You treated them all with 
compassion, saving many and 
working as hard as you could to 
save those you could not. We an-
imals took that all in. And I think 
you, more than most humans, 

realized how smart we pets re-
ally are about such things. You 
know all about our own com-
passion, as well as our loyalty to 
our masters and our love of play.

You know that the human 
children enjoy us as much as we 
enjoy them. You know about the 
mystical bonds we form with 
humans of all ages, especially 
the lonely ones, especially the 
older ones.

And you know all about how 
hard that tie is to release as we 
pets come to the end. You have 
been there for so many of us. 
The humans tell us that’s why 
you became a pet doctor in the 
first place: You, as a child, had to 
say goodbye to “Whiskers,” your 
“beloved childhood sidekick.”

We know what you told our 
friend Lisa, the woman who 
writes for the paper and has a 
dog herself: “I needed to be able 
to help owners say goodbye 
when it needed to be done.”

You showed us how to live as 
well. That’s why you had such 
a big turnout at your office the 
other day to thank you, the hu-

mans rightly remarking about 
your kindness. You’ve more than 
earned your retirement and trip, 
and we are sure you will have a 
fine time riding those big dogs 
that the humans call horses. We 
look forward to the vet who will 
take your place, Kristopher Eads, 
and we will follow your example 
and warmly welcome him.

But, Dr. Hermann, please 
humor this aging dog one last 
time as I voice this lament: I al-
ways thought it would be you 
who met my master and me on 
our last visit to Shallowford Ani-
mal Hospital. In dog dreams I 
saw you as the one who would 
hold my master and me as I 
crossed to the other side.

I will miss you and love you 
forever, as only dogs can do.

Lew

A dog’s letter to a veterinarian
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CHARLES DORNHURST, Winston-Salem

Republicans lead the charge
As a conservative, I reject the claims going 

around that Republicans don’t care about the pos-
sibility of Russia influencing our presidential elec-
tion. It’s Republicans, Sen. John McCain and Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, who are leading the charge to 
investigate.

Of course President-elect Trump is going to 
say the charge is ridiculous; he’s just protecting 
himself from loose talk about the election results. 
So would Hillary Clinton if she had won (“Aides: 
Trump not ready to accept CIA findings,” Dec. 19).

But he won the election, like your story said, 
fair and square. Note that your story says: “Many 
lawmakers, including some leading Republicans, 
say … the fact that a foreign power tried to inter-
vene in U.S. democracy and exploit divisions in 
American politics is cause for alarm…”

So far no one is claiming that the Russian inter-
ference is what cost Clinton her victory, and that’s 
smart. There are so many other factors that led to 
America’s rejection of this flawed candidate.

But McCain is right that such attacks threaten 
to destroy democracy, and he’s not going to rest 
until they’re thoroughly examined.

I know many of my fellow conservatives feel the 
same way — and the rest should. Our country is 
more important than our party.

I call on all of our legislators to push this issue. 
We need to restore confidence in our elections.

Voter ID laws would go a long way toward help-
ing with that, too.

vvv

MICHAEL C. REWALD, Winston-Salem

Twelve Days of Christmas?
Conspiracy theories abound that the transition 

to a new administration will result in numerous 
changes to the annual celebration of the “Twelve 
Days of Christmas.”

Beginning next year, French hens will have to 
undergo extreme vetting; EPA deregulations will 
result in year-round hunting of partridge, dove, 
geese and swans; colley birds will not be allowed 
to tweet; maids-a-milking will be deported as 
undocumented workers; drummers and pipers 
demanding a raise in the minimum wage will be 
replaced by automatons; and lords-a-leaping as 
well as ladies dancing may find themselves sub-

jected to conversion-therapy.
In addition, only billionaire Cabinet heads will 

be able to afford golden rings.
As disturbing as this sounds, imagine the up-

roar when it is discovered that worldwide com-
puter systems have been hacked on Christmas 
Eve by a drone sleigh led by a reindeer named Ru-
dolph the Red stealing Wi-Fi signals. ‘Tis truly the 
season to be jolly.

vvv

RON F. SLATER, Winston-Salem

Perplexed
The writer of the Dec. 14 letter “Ignoring the 

vote” is perplexed that Americans would think the 
popular vote for Hillary Clinton significant while 
not being very comfortable with the favorable 
vote for the N.C. Marriage Amendment.

But that shoe fits the other foot, too. It seems 
he would prefer the majority rule in regard to 
marriage and the minority rule in regard to the 
presidency.

I realize that complex thought is difficult for 
some people, so let me explain:

We vote for a president. The Constitution says 
so.

We don’t vote for Americans’ constitutionally 
guaranteed rights. The Constitution says so. You 
don’t get to deny someone’s rights just because 
you don’t like them.

That really shouldn’t be so hard to grasp.
If the letter writer thinks it should be otherwise, 

I’d like to see a list of the rights he enjoys that he’s 
willing to put up for a vote. When he’s willing to 
risk his life, liberty and pursuit of happiness for 
the sake of a popular vote, maybe I’ll think he has 
a point.

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments. To 

participate in The Readers’ Forum, please submit 
letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com. Please 
write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject line 
and include your full name, address and a day-
time telephone number. Or you may mail letters 
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to editing 
and may be published on journalnow.com. Let-
ters are limited to 250 words. Letter writers are al-
lowed one letter every 30 days.

The Readers’ Forum

journalnow.com 
click on opinion

House Bill 2

What our state GOP leaders might be singing, with apologies to 
James Pierpoint, the creator of Jingle Bells.

Dashing through news shows
On a broken leaderless sleigh,
O’er the fields we go,
Getting laughed at all the way
Business cancelations ring
Making Tarheels fight
What fun it is to laugh and sing
Our do-nothing legislature song tonight.

Oh, jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh what fun it is to cling to HB2 today
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all around
Oh what fun it is to ride
Our state into the ground.

A month or so ago,
We thought we’d raise a fuss
And soon we locked the bathroom doors
To those different from us
Our cause was crazy as hell
But we ignored the costs
We thought we would excel
But instead we all have lost.

Oh, jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh what fun it is to cling to HB2 today
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all around
Oh what fun it is to ride
Our state into the ground.

Now the joke is old
Our governor is out
Our passion for this law’s gone cold
But all we can do is pout
Or maybe we can pray
That this won’t be our fate
Obstruction’s not the only way
To manage our dear state.

Oh, jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh what fun it is to cling to HB2 today
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all around
Oh what fun it is to ride
Our state into the ground.

“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region. 
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our 

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the 
same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 

sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our 
opinion of what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board

Laughing to keep 
from crying
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Leaders for all seasons
By R. MiCHAeL WeLLS

Guest columnist

We have now completed 
a rigorous and unusu-
ally rancorous campaign 

season. Yet in our focus on the 
living, we may have missed, in 
this season of bitter fruit, those 
who have passed from us this 
year. In them we may find that 
model of principled leadership 
we seek in our newly-elected 
leaders so we can get beyond 
motion and positions to real 
progress and thoughtful change.

A core theme of this cam-
paign season has been: do we 
let our differences divide us and 
lessen us, or let our differences 
unite us, making us a new and 
better whole, and more? Which 
core concept will help us to re-
main, as Pope Francis reminded 
us recently, the land of the free 
and the home of the brave?

I suggest part of the answer 
lies in three individuals who left 
us in 2016 who were of three 
different religious faiths, pro-
fessions and places who took a 
stand for us all. And who taught 
us the “how” of finding common 
ground.

Simon Peres was the former 
Prime Minister of Israel, a Nobel 
Laureate, and a leader who put 
his political career on the line 
for peace. Peace in his country, 
but peace in the world and for 
those of the Jewish faith every-
where. A devout Jew, he dared to 

risk bridging the gap to a centu-
ries-old enemy to find a princi-
pled compromise in 1993.

Muhammad Ali, a convert to 
the Muslim religion, the self-
proclaimed but true-in-fact 
Greatest in the World, stepped 
away from the greatest cham-
pionship in sports when he de-
clined to step forward to join the 
army to fight in a war in Vietnam 
which his religion told him he 
could not fight. I was a teenager 
who registered for the draft in 
those perilous times, and I re-
member thinking it was a stand 
on arrogance. But time would 
teach us he gave up his best 
years as a champion for his (and 
our) constitutional freedom of 
religion, and an often-divided 
Supreme Court agreed with him 
in a rare 9-0 vote. He prevailed 
to become a world champion 
again. And also a different kind 
of world champion for a cure 
for Parkinson’s disease when he 
worked with others very differ-
ent from him to find a common 
path to real progress on this de-
bilitating disease.

The other leader was not in 
the world’s spotlight, but he 
lived among us here. William 
Fletcher Womble Sr., a lifelong 
and life-living Christian, died 
this fall in his 100th year. He was 
the senior partner of our state’s 
largest and most prominent 
law firm, and he was the presi-
dent of the North Carolina Bar 
Association, then a fully segre-

gated body, in the mid 1960s at 
a very turbulent time. He helped 
the bar association, with many 
strong and different voices, find 
one united voice for change on 
this defining issue of integra-
tion. He took a non-Hollywood 
but real-life chance that had po-
tential real-life consequences 
because it was a change which 
could have led to a personal and 
significant financial impact on 
his firm. For every client that 
may have been for his princi-
pled stand, there was back then 
another one, and more, against 
it.

The uniting tie in the lives of 
these three different leaders is 
how they chose to take a prin-
cipled chance to find common 
ground that moved us forward 
to progress.

Let’s hope our new leaders 
at some point take us beyond 
principled partisanship to prin-
cipled compromise, and that we 
all, despite our legitimate differ-
ences, follow our leaders. These 
three past leaders, who bet so 
much on unity rather than con-
tinued division, would tell us all 
to find that common ground.

Because the most important 
principle of all is progress, the 
chances for which are improved 
when we seek that common 
ground of principled and uni-
fying compromise by working 
together.
R. Michael “Mike” Wells is past president of 
the North Carolina Bar Association.

the associated press

State Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger speaks during 
Wednesday’s special session of the legislature that failed to repeal 
HB2.
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PHILLIP MACK, Rural Hall

Welcome home, veterans
In 2011, the U.S. Senate passed a resolution 

declaring March 30 as “Welcome Home Vietnam 
Veterans Day.” Since then, many states have con-
tinued to commemorate that day by honoring the 
7.2 million living Vietnam vets, and over 58,000 
who gave their lives during a war that lasted for 20 
years.

On March 30, 1973, the last U.S. combat 
troops were withdrawn from Vietnam, and 
though the struggles of war were ending, the 
struggles of peace were just beginning for our 
returning veterans, many of who were systemat-
ically disrespected by a nation caught up in po-
litical turmoil.

We at Mountain Valley Hospice & Palliative 
Care are grateful for the sacrifices made by all vet-
erans, who we honor each and every day by pro-
viding compassionate patient care, personalized 
counseling by fellow vets and support services for 
families of veterans.

Today we especially want to “Welcome Home 
Vietnam Veterans.”

Mack is an outreach service provider and the 
coordinator of the “We Honor Veterans” program 
with Mountain Valley Hospice and Palliative Care. 
— the editor

vvv

KIM D. SMITH, Winston-Salem

The more things change …
It is indeed positive that the Rolling Hills apart-

ment complex is getting a much-needed renova-
tion (“Relief finally comes to Rolling Hills,” March 
26). Reports are that each apartment is receiving a 
$40,000 remodel.

Forsyth County devalued my property and 
other properties in the Northeast Ward to sub-
stantially lower than the $40,000 being spent on 
these renovations. My property value dropped 75 
percent. How is it that one’s home can be worth 
less than an apartment in a lower socioeconomic 
development?

So can we assume that $4.3 million being spent 
to bring the complex up to code — with an en-
dorsement from the City of Winston-Salem for 
bonds — will benefit our devalued home values? 
One guess is that the answer will be “no.” Again, 
the more things change for some in Winston-Sa-
lem, the more things stay the same for many.

vvv

MEL H. HENDERSON, Winston-Salem

Concentration
According to the federal Bureau of Justice Sta-

tistics’ National Criminal Victimization Survey, 
there were 346,830 reported rapes or sexual as-
saults of persons 12 years or older in 2012. That’s 
almost a thousand a day.

The U.S. Department of Justice adds that an es-
timated 60 percent of perpetrators of sexual abuse 
of children are known to the child but are not 
family members, e.g., family friends, babysitters, 
child care providers, neighbors. Only about 10 

percent of perpetrators of child sexual abuse are 
strangers to the child.

So when people like the writer of the March 27 
letter “The mainstream media” complain that the 
“liberal media” didn’t concentrate their limited 
resources on one rape in Maryland, they’re essen-
tially saying, “Why didn’t you emphasize this one 
incident out of 346,830 that confirms our preju-
dices about illegal immigrants?”

Another way to put it would be, “Why didn’t 
you ignore the 13 million illegal immigrants who 
committed no violent crimes this week and con-
centrate on portraying these two despicable 
young men as being representative of them all?”

It seems to me like it’s not “political correct-
ness” that would prevent national news orga-
nizations from reporting such a story. But it’s 
definitely biased for a news organization to pick 
this story up and use it as propaganda to make all 
immigrants look suspicious.

vvv

RONDIE HICKMAN, Winston-Salem

Promises, promises
Conservatives regularly derided President 

Obama, when he was running for office, portray-
ing him as someone who won votes by promising 
to give his constituents “free stuff.”

President Trump ran for office by promising to 
give his constituents everything they wanted: He’d 
get rid of Obamacare and replace it with “some-
thing terrific,” he’d give everybody the kinds of 
jobs their fathers had. He’d get rid of illegal immi-
grants and he’d stop Muslims from entering the 
country. Oh, and he’d never take vacations or play 
golf; he’d be too busy working.

Never mind the questionable merits of those 
promises. They’re the promises he made, and he’s 
not keeping them. He can’t keep them.

Is American “great again” yet?
Suckers.

vvv

DAVID TURCK, Clemmons

Worried Trump
If I were President Trump, I would be worried. 

He claims he was wiretapped, and the U.S. au-
thorities say it is not us. It may be the Russians 
checking up on their investment.

If he delivers to them he is in danger of im-
peachment. If he doesn’t: well, they have a differ-
ent way of ending relationships.

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments. To 

participate in The Readers’ Forum, please submit 
letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com. Please 
write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject line 
and include your full name, address and a day-
time telephone number. Or you may mail letters 
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to editing 
and may be published on journalnow.com. Let-
ters are limited to 250 words. Letter writers are al-
lowed one letter every 30 days.
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Our view

“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region. 
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our 

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the 
same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 

sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our 
opinion of what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board

Discrimination costs.
An Associated Press analysis released Tuesday that projects an 

estimated loss of more than $3.76 billion over the next dozen years 
because of HB2 immediately drew criticism from naysayers. But 
the number drawn by the AP is firmly on the conservative side, 
only counting actual documented losses of revenue from busi-
nesses and other organizations that say they’ve changed their 
plans because of our state’s discrimination law. Many other proj-
ects were excluded from the tally because of a lack of data on their 
economic impact, the AP reported. And the AP didn’t attempt to 
quantify anecdotal reports that lacked hard numbers, or to fore-
cast the loss of future conventions.

The latest bad news from the NCAA will only add to the tally.
So far, the many losses include a 400-job PayPal facility, as 

well as a CoStar facility with over 700 jobs and an abandoned 
Deutsche Bank plan for 250 jobs. Adidas chose Atlanta rather 
than High Point for its first U.S. sports shoe factory, employ-
ing 160, and Voxpro took hundreds of customer support jobs to 
Athens, Ga., rather than the Raleigh area. These are all major 
losses.

“We couldn’t set up operations in a state that was discriminat-
ing against LGBT” people, Dan Kiely, Voxpro founder and CEO, 
told the AP.

All told, the state has missed out on more than 2,900 direct jobs 
that went elsewhere, the AP reported.

And there are the hundreds of millions we could lose because 
of the NCAA’s reluctance to invest in a state that underwrites dis-
crimination. The clock may have already run out on that one. The 
NCAA, in considering championships sites for 2018-2022, has re-
portedly set a deadline of noon today for the law to be repealed.

Some will always deny or minimize the evidence. “The ef-
fect is minimal to the state,” Lt. Gov. Dan Forest told Texas 
legislators considering a similar law recently. “Our economy 
is doing well.”

But not only have we undeniably lost jobs and treasure because 
of HB2, it’s also undeniable that it has painted our state as back-
ward and discriminatory.

House Speaker Tim Moore and Senate leader Phil Berger con-
tinue to battle with Gov. Roy Cooper over how a repeal should go. 
The GOP leaders have insisted that the state, rather than cities, 
must retain authority to regulate who can use public restrooms 
and shower facilities. “It’s going to take compromise from all sides 
if we’re going to get something,” Berger told the AP.

But compromise must include civil rights protections for all. 
And it would be good if they could honor the dignity of their fel-
low citizens and abandon their transgender/sexual predator 
fear-mongering fairytale. This isn’t the first time political leaders 
have played to primitive fears to win support, but given our state 
and national history, it’s one that should have been abandoned 
long ago.

HB2 should never have been passed and it’s taking far too long 
to repeal. The only question now is how much more damage we’ll 
suffer for its sake.

Repeal, repeal, 
repeal

By Michael Reagan
cagle cartoons

Ratholes.
Both parties in Washington can’t 

stop going down their favorite ra-
thole. And the rest of us poor civilians 
from coast-to-coast and in-between have 
to watch — and suffer.

The entire country has been poisoned 
by the constant “I hate you more than 
you hate me” bipartisanship from D.C., 
which throws around lots of charges and 
countercharges with virtually no solid ev-
idence to back them up.

Each party won’t stop digging their 
rathole.

President Trump continues to insist 
that President Obama ordered surveil-
lance of Trump Tower last fall. The liberal 
media openly scoffs.

Democrats continue to insist that the 
Trump campaign and the Russian hackers 
colluded to defeat Hillary Clinton. The lib-
eral media openly fans the sparks of that 
conspiracy, assuming and hoping it’s true.

When it comes to each of these dumb 

ratholes, it doesn’t matter what the lat-
est scoops or opinions from CNN or FOX 
News are. It doesn’t matter what the next 
reckless Republican or Democrat con-
gressman says is or is not true about the 
surveillance of the Trump Tower, the FBI, 
collusion with the Russians, the weather 
or anything else.

Did some members of the Trump 
Team who were not named Flynn talk to 
Russians who may or may not have been 
spies or Putin cronies last year?

Probably.
Does it mean that a devious Trump-

Russkie pact was made to wreck Hillary’s 
campaign — and successfully did so?

Nope — and nope.
Were President Trump and/or his 

transition staff the “incidental” target of 
data collection by American intelligence 
agencies last year?

Probably.
These days just about every human 

who emails, texts, tweets or talks on 
a phone to any foreign citizen about 
anything is surveilled by some federal 
agency or other.

But that doesn’t prove — or disprove 
— that the president’s infamous “Obama 
‘wiretapped’ Trump Tower” tweet is 
accurate.

With each of these ratholes, it’s not 
“Where’s the beef?” It’s “Where’s the evi-
dence?” Both sides are guilty.

Democrats want you to hate Trump. 
Trump wants you to hate Democrats, 
even though he was one for most of his 
life.

Both sides are rolling around in this 
endless childish mud fight and we have 
to sit and watch it.

It’s sent the whole country into a per-
manent state of political disunion and 
argument. Wives and husbands, brothers 
and sisters, golf and poker buddies, par-
ents and kids — they’re all either arguing 
about politics or not talking to each other 
because of politics.

All it takes is the mere mention of the 
T-word — Trump — to ruin a dinner or a 
coffee break.

It’s maddening and frustrating and it 
ticks me off to have to watch this crap.

Conspiracy theories have left the 

fringes of the social media and are now 
playing out live every day in Washington. 
Each is pushing their own conspiracy 
theory and we all have to suffer because 
of it.

As for the Trump-Russian conspiracy 
theory, the Democrat dogs in Congress 
won’t ever let go of that bone. The lack of 
evidence or proof doesn’t matter to them. 
They’d be happy to hold hearings from 
now until November of 2020.

President Trump can do his part to 
end at least half of the problem today. He 
can walk away from the whole Obama-
wiretapping rathole and say, “Thanks for 
investigating, guys. Thanks for letting me 
know Trump Tower was not wiretapped 
by Obama, as I was led to believe.”

Trump needs to accept the truth and 
publicly say, “Hey, the Democrats didn’t 
wiretap me.” And Democrats need to say, 
“Hey, there was no collusion with the 
Russians.” And then they both need to 
get on with the important business of fix-
ing the country.
Reagan@caglecartoons.com 
@reaganworld
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HIL CASSELL, Lewisville

Politically correct health care
Not one western government has ever taken 

away health insurance once it was offered. The 
statement is very true for many entitlements, but 
an absolute for health care.

The liberal left has mastered buying votes by cre-
ating another giveaway that is politically impossible 
to repeal. Fiscal conservatives have hated Obam-
acare for its incompleteness and spiraling costs. 
Crafting of new legislation is like making sausage 
and by modification or replacement problematic 
thanks in no small part to cumbersome legislative 
rules. Confusing social programs within the con-
fines of a commercially viable product will never 
work except under a single-payer government sys-
tem. Remember, once it was passed not many had 
read the over 10,000 pages as former House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi suggested; nor could the Republicans 
construct a solution with the requisite votes.

The Ryan replacement, according to CBO, 
would have increased the uninsured from 14 mil-
lion the first year to 24 million by the 10th year. 
Premiums have had compound, double-digit in-
creases after government support for the first few 
years because it was poorly crafted and deduct-
ibles (out of pocket costs) likewise have increased.

Obamacare has changed voter expectations 
forever. Voters have continued to vote for change, 
but let me be clear, without some change, Obam-
acare will implode under its own weight.

Numerically, more of the electorate voted for the 
loser of the presidential campaign than the winner; 
and single-payer (government/socialized) medi-
cine should never be acceptable but soon may be.

vvv

SUZANNE CARROLL, Clemmons

It is a penalty
Rep. Virginia Foxx’s proposed genetics-infor-

mation bill has significant flaws. This legislation 
would allow employers to impose penalties on 
employees who choose not to disclose their ge-
netic personal health information as part of work-
place wellness programs.

Foxx disagrees that this legislation imposes 
penalties on those who choose not to participate. 
She contends that those who choose to enroll 
would receive a reduction in their insurance pre-
miums. But if you give a break to those who sub-
mit to genetic testing, you are penalizing those 
who choose not to submit their genetic testing.

The Kaiser Family Foundation estimates the 
proposed bill would permit an employer to charge 
an extra $5,443 annually if employees choose not 
to share their genetic information. This is a sub-
stantial penalty.

The 2008 Genetic Information Nondiscrimi-
nation Act (GINA) prohibits discrimination by 
health insurers and employers based on genetic 
information. There is an exception for workers 
who divulge genetic testing results as part of vol-
untary wellness programs as long as there are no 
incentives for providing the information, or no 
penalties for not providing the information. The 

proposed legislation is both an incentive and a 
penalty and clearly violates the premises of GINA.

If Foxx and the 22 Republicans who introduced 
this legislation want the GINA genie out of the bot-
tle, I say: you first. Release your genetic profiles and 
let’s see how that works out before you impose this 
on unwary citizens, who by the way, pay for the ex-
ceptional health care that all of Congress receives.

vvv

REGGIE BRANSON, Winston-Salem

Biased reporting
So let me get this straight. According to the writ-

ers of the letters “The mainstream media” (March 
28) and “Breaking news” (March 29), the fact that the 
Journal didn’t run a front-page story about a crime 
committed in Maryland by illegal immigrants is proof 
that the Journal is “politically correct liberal media.”

Here are some other stories that should have 
been on the front page last week but weren’t:

 ◆ The Secret Service asked for an additional 
$60 million for 2018, mostly to cover the extra ex-
pense of protecting first lady Melania Trump in 
Trump Tower and Trump’s weekend vacations in 
Florida. It was refused.

 ◆ Senate Republicans voted to allow internet 
providers to sell their customers’ (ours) private in-
formation to third parties.

 ◆ A white Army veteran accused of killing a 
black man in New York City said he intended to 
kill as many black men in New York as he could.

 ◆ Former San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick donated $50,000 to Meals for Wheels.

Damn you, liberal Journal, for being biased and 
reporting local news instead of my pet stories!

I’m really getting tired of conservatives ha-
ranguing “the liberal media” for not bending over 
backward to accommodate their prejudices — es-
pecially considering how they think anyone who 
doesn’t enthusiastically agree with them must be 
“liberal.” They have no understanding of neutral-
ity, moderation or middle-of-the-road, all they 
can see is black and white — often quite literally.

If you doubt me, ask Tomi Lahren.

vvv

RALPH D. MAY, Kernersville

Fooling
The question is asked by Jim Hightower in the 

March 25 Journal: “Is the president fooling us?”
The answer is: President Trump is the fool, and 

no, he is not fooling, at least, the intelligent people.
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“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region. 
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our 

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the 
same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 

sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our 
opinion of what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board

You can tell when a real compromise has been reached: 
Many on both sides remain mad. That’s the case with the re-
peal Thursday afternoon of House Bill 2, the “bathroom bill” 
that discriminated against transgender people. Many on the 
right say the repeal went too far. Many on the left say it didn’t 
go far enough.

But many in the state, including our editorial board, are 
breathing a sigh of relief. We hope all the business dollars and 
jobs lost will start returning, along with our reputation as a car-
ing place. We hope the NCAA, which had reportedly given our 
state until noon Thursday to repeal the bill or be excluded from 
planning for championship games for 2018-2022, puts us back 
in the game.

We hope that the rest of the world will see us as a welcoming 
and compassionate state that can correct its mistakes and learn 
from them. And we hope our GOP leaders and Democratic Gov. 
Roy Cooper can bring a similar spirit of cooperation to all the work 
ahead of them, especially that of bringing in jobs and improving 
public education. 

The legislature passed the repeal Thursday and Cooper signed 
it into law. He had said in a press release Wednesday night: “I sup-
port the House Bill 2 repeal compromise that will be introduced 
tomorrow. It’s not a perfect deal, but it repeals House Bill 2 and 
begins to repair our reputation.”

The repeal bill, HB 142, is not perfect. It should have gone fur-
ther to protect LGBT people from discrimination. But as the old 
saying goes, we can’t let the perfect be the enemy of the good. The 
compromise bill repeals HB2, but leaves regulation of multiple 
occupancy restrooms, showers or changing facilities to the state, 
The Charlotte Observer reported. It places a moratorium on local 
ordinances regulating public accommodations or private employ-
ment practices until Dec. 1, 2020.

HB2, that solution in search of a problem, that of transgen-
der people supposedly assaulting women and children in bath-
rooms, was a disaster from its start one year ago that left much 
of the country recoiling away from us, unjustly seeing all of us 
as being as backward as the law was. It required people to use 
the public bathroom that corresponded with their birth gender. 
Our editorial board and ones across the state demanded the leg-
islature repeal the law. Republican Gov. Pat McCrory and leg-
islative leaders Tim Moore of the House and Phil Berger of the 
Senate hunkered in their bunkers, roaring back at all the critics.

McCrory lost his seat to Cooper. Cooper, Berger and Moore tan-
gled publicly over a compromise repeal right up until early this 
week. Then, Wednesday night, they finally hit their compromise.

We know it wasn’t easy for them. So take a break, gentle-
men. Enjoy Carolina’s trip to the Final Four in Phoenix, and 
hope for a return of many NCAA games to this state. Then get 
back to work. Keep up that spirit of cooperation for the good 
of our state.

With HB2 gone, 
let’s move on

By Matt Meyer, Mike Mullen  
and MeBane rash

Guest columnists

We live in a world that needs sci-
ence now more than ever, and we 
must strive to build educational 

environments that provide science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math 
(STEAM) opportunities to evermore 
students. A rigorous STEAM education 
changes lives, communities, our world. It 
changes minds.

This week, four North Carolina high-
school students are representing their 
schools and our state in China, present-
ing their scientific research at the 37th 
Beijing Youth Science Creation Competi-
tion. We tagged along thanks to the N.C. 
Science, Mathematics, and Technology 
Education Center.

Arjun, Dory, Ana Sofia and Raymond 
are already research scientists. They are 
already makers, collaborators and inno-
vators. They are the creators of knowl-
edge on which our collective future will 
be built.

As Arjun reminded us, all children 
have this aptitude.

For these students, the journey to 
being scientists started by making po-
tions in their backyard, learning the night 
sky, wondering why objects fall, thinking 
about how to get up into space.

They didn’t wait to become scientists. 
They didn’t wait for college. They didn’t 
wait to get a Ph.D. But access to a rig-
orous STEAM education and mentors 
made a difference for each of them.

Our work to increase access to super-
charged, STEAM learning environments 
for all of our students starts now. We can-
not wait for the future to come to us, 
North Carolina. We must empower our 
children to build a better, brighter future 
for our state.

In Beijing, there were delegations of 
young scientists from China and the U.S., 
Czechoslovakia and Denmark, Korea and 
Malaysia, Russia and Ukraine, South Af-
rica and Australia. It was an opportunity 
to visit and learn, to exchange ideas and 
research, to collaborate and innovate. 
Together.

The Great Wall of China and the coun-
try’s building of Science City in 2030 re-
mind us that China is good at setting 
audacious goals for itself. Our state needs 
to rethink our priorities and set a few auda-
cious economic, educational and scientific 
goals of our own, so that we are prepared 
to compete and collaborate with the rest 
of the world in the coming decades.

Let’s get started.
Let’s move beyond retention and grad-

uation rates and make sure we are build-
ing innovative educational environments 
and systems. Moving away from sit and 
get classrooms and implementing proj-
ect-based learning is a first step.

Relationships matter. Our students 
need access to the best mentors, the best 
labs. We have 58 community colleges 
across North Carolina that are ready to 
partner to provide these opportunities to 
students in rural areas from Murphy to 
Manteo.

The girl effect was in full effect in Bei-
jing with girls leading the way to find 
new sources of power for motor vehicles, 
assess and improve the health of our for-

ests, fight cancer and think about ways 
to make sure we all have enough clean 
water to drink now and in the future. 
Providing all of our girls with rigorous 
STEAM opportunities will lift families 
and communities out of poverty.

Our mindset has to change. Failure is a 
good and necessary part of the scientific 
process, allowing us to iterate our think-
ing. All of our students need to be good 
thinkers — and communicators.

We can do these things. All of them are 
necessary. None of them are audacious.

Our politicized, polarized world in-
hibits audacious thinking, visioning and 
planning for our future. So let’s create 
classrooms where our students will do it 
for us.

“If more kids have these opportunities, 
more kids will do amazing things,” Ana 
Sofia concludes, already leading the way 
for us.
Matt Meyer is the vice president for Educational Inno-
vation, N.C. Community College System; Mike Mullen is 
the vice chancellor and dean of Academic and Student 
Affairs, N.C. State University; and Mebane Rash is CEO 
of EducationNC and the N.C. Center for Public Policy 
Research.
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