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enjoyed an East Coast casino gambling monopoly. Our editorials had to counter several 

serious efforts to avoid fiscal responsibility. 

This year, the growing faith in the city’s stability has triggered a wave of major 

business investments. Now a consensus is building that the state’s actions have created 

the foundation for Atlantic City’s rebirth. 
 

 

 

 



Bicycles are vehicles
I was pleased to read the article

April 16 about bicycles and how to
make the most of them. At this time
of year, with warmer weather upon us
and people riding a bicycle for the
first time in a while, it might have
been an ideal opportunity to point
out that one of the most important
rules of the road is the fact that, while
riding a bicycle, we are considered
driving a vehicle and, as such, are
required to follow the same rules of
the road as an automobile driver. (It’s
in the N.J. Driver’s Manual).

In other words, if there is a stop
sign, bicyclists must stop. Automobile
drivers are not required to yield to
cyclists crossing the road as they are
for pedestrians. Many people appear
to believe this also applies to bicy-
clists.

BOB DUBIL
Ocean City

Pricey police cameras
State lawmakers are right to stop a

bill that costs taxpayers too much to
outfit every police car with a camera.
However, it was for the wrong reason.
We ought to outfit every police officer
and we ought to do it now, for their
safety and ours.

The estimated costs of thousands of
dollars per officer are outrageously
overblown. Companies like Taser
International lobby the government
to buy their overpriced gadgets and
that is why they are expensive. Its
camera costs $399, but it wants $79
per month, per camera, for storage,
forever! What private company would
ever fall for that scam?

If I can buy a GoPro for a few hun-
dred dollars, the police could outfit
every officer for the same or slightly
more. They could back up their data
at the end of the day on a hard drive
at headquarters. Or they could pay a

company much less for cloud storage.
We should have every officer with a

camera by the end of the year, but we
shouldn’t overpay for it.

GREG SMITH
Linwood

Irony in Christie budget
cutting anti-smoking aid

I couldn’t help noticing the irony in
the story about the fate of state sup-
port for smoking cessation programs.

Perhaps other readers will recall the
scene during Gov. Christie’s quest for
the Republican nomination when he
related a doleful story of how his
mother’s addiction to smoking took
her life. He did this while at the same
time his budgets since 2013 cut all of
the funds for smoking cessation pro-
grams that could help the poor.

JOSEPH MCGRAIL
Ocean City

A.C. needs headmaster
According to headlines recently, it

seems that Atlantic City’s mayor and
council want a person to be appoint-
ed by Trenton to “oversee city func-
tions.” That person’s title would be
“special master.”

That conjures up an upscale board-
ing school for boys with behavioral
problems. How fitting.

ELEANOR NUNNENKAMP
Galloway Township
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“Acting is a form of deception,
and actors can mesmerize
themselves almost as easily
as an audience.”
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The Legislature might finally act
this coming week to prevent insolvent
Atlantic City from spiraling into chaos
and bankruptcy. The legislators are
expected to be done with their budget
work and ready to take close and
important votes.

Mayor Don Guardian said Tuesday
that he’s “still hoping that there’s
going to be some mediation in
Trenton and a compromise” on legis-
lation to rescue and fix Atlantic City. It
will be interesting to see how much
Gov. Chris Christie and Senate
President Stephen Sweeney will com-
promise, after Guardian reneged on
their previous compromise with him
on Atlantic City legislation.

Christie, Guardian and Sweeney on
Jan. 26 stood together in Trenton to
announce their agreement to revise
the PILOT bill to bail out Atlantic City
and give the state broad powers over
city finances. Guardian later said he
hadn’t agreed to give the state such
powers and began his campaign
against the takeover legislation.
Christie later still called Guardian a
liar who had agreed and then
changed his mind.

The agreement was detailed in the

lead story of The Press on Jan. 27.
Below the banner headline, a list of
“Proposed state powers over A.C.
finances” included “Amending or ter-
minating any contracts, including col-
lective negotiating agreements.”

The story described how Christie
had reached out to Guardian, and
how they and Sweeney had “come to a
compromise.” Guardian told a
reporter that the city needed the state
to help restructure debt and negotiate
property-tax appeals and collective-
bargaining agreements. “There will be
things in the new bill that neither the
city nor the state is going to like,” the
mayor said then.

A couple of days after the agree-
ment was announced, Assembly
Speaker Vincent Prieto said he
opposed changing union contracts,
had spoken with Guardian about the
city’s unions and contracts, and was
drafting an alternative to the Christie-
Sweeney-Guardian compromise.

In a story Feb. 21, more than three
weeks after the takeover agreement
was announced, Guardian said he
was surprised as he stood with
Christie and Sweeney to hear that the
bill would allow the state to terminate

existing contracts, that he had not
agreed to that. To believe he’s telling
the truth, we would have to believe he
went through with the press confer-
ence knowing it was misrepresenting
him, and gave reporters misleading
statements about his position after-
ward, and allowed weeks to pass
before correcting the report of his role
in writing a bill crucial to his city.

It’s far simpler to believe Guardian
came to think he might get more from
Prieto.

This isn’t the first time Guardian has
walked away from a major Atlantic
City agreement without telling the
public in a timely manner.

In January 2015, he and Atlantic
County Executive Dennis Levinson
announced — in another lead story
with a banner headline — that the
county would get 13.5 percent of the
casino payments in lieu of taxes
under the PILOT rescue bill. “I was
very happy to sign an intergovern-
mental agreement between the city
and the county so there was no doubt
the county would receive its share,”
Guardian said.

Months passed, and the 13.5 per-
cent agreement was referenced in

many more stories. Then in July, state
and county officials revealed there
never was an agreement. Guardian
said the county’s share was someone
else’s decision.

Whatever names Christie has called
Guardian, we say it takes one to know
one — and on an even more impor-
tant matter.

Christie fought for and got good
bipartisan reform on dealing with the
state’s serious pension funding crisis,
and then abandoned his own agree-
ment when it didn’t fit his budgetary
goals. That not only sawed off a limb
many Democrats had gone out on, it
also made it nearly impossible to
work toward the additional reforms
that Christie says are needed.

Addressing the important issues
facing government at any level almost
always requires difficult compromise.
If an improvement were easy, it would
already be done.

The loss when politicians walk away
from compromises is not just that
nothing gets done on that issue.
Those who renege also make it harder
for elected representatives in the
future to meld conflicting interests
into needed policies and actions.

Reneging on deals makes needed compromise tough
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Obama failed nation
with divisive arrogance

President Obama told the press
some weeks ago that he regretted not
unifying the country more or working
with Congress better. Then he fol-
lowed that with comments like his pet
peeve is “people who are successful
but don’t realize they are lucky.” Is
that inane comment, ignoring the
hard work of Americans in many
walks of life, going to endear him to
us?

He then imposed by executive order
the bathroom gender policy with its
threat of funding being cut off, rather
than working with local and state
leaders to find a better solution.

He recently said “ignorance is not a
virtue” as a criticism of Donald
Trump. How does he think Trump
built his fortune ... through igno-
rance?

President Obama’s arrogance and
ignorance in office harmed the
nation.

That is his legacy. We long for Jan.
20, 2017, when he is finally out. He
failed and does not even know it.

ROBERT BONEY
Mays Landing

Sanders on right side
of so many issues

Hillary Clinton expresses the desire
to work for the people. But under the
hood, she is also committed to half
measures and special interests, thus
hampering the real change we des-
perately need.

Bernie Sanders has consistently
been on the right side of the issues
compared to Clinton. Sanders is a
lifetime supporter of gay rights as
opposed to Clinton, who waited until
2010. He opposed the Patriot Act,
while she voted for it. He stood
against prisons for profit, from which
Clinton accepted donations; he
opposed the trans-Pacific trade pact
and NAFTA, and she supported both.

On campaign finance reform, he
authored an amendment to repeal the
Citizens United decision, while she’s
taken anonymous, unlimited money
from outside PACS, banks and corpo-
rations. He wants to break up the big
banks; she talks about curbing their
power. On climate change and fossil
fuels, he proposed a carbon tax and
opposes fracking. She opposes the tax
and initially supported fracking until
changing her mind. And while he has

always opposed the Keystone pipe-
line, she backed it before opposing it.

Sanders has one hand tied behind
his back. Mainstream media and the
Democratic National Committee
oppose him. But he can still win the
popular vote to force a contested con-
vention. Unaffiliated, registered vot-
ers can vote as Democrats on primary
day. The country is sinking under eco-
nomic, social and racial injustice. We
need a voice and a reason for hope.

JOY PERKAL
Brigantine

Follow these steps
to surprise Trump

One thing (and there aren’t many)
that Donald Trump has said appears
to be true. He said he could shoot
somebody in broad daylight on Fifth
Avenue and his supporters would still

support him. Time for the American
electorate to step up and surprise
him. Begin by studying facts regard-
ing the real status of illegal and legal
immigration. Ignore the race baiting
and fear mongering. Replace it with
solid information. Vote in midterms
for people who have more loyalty to
solving problems than party rhetoric.

Study history to understand how
many of our ancestors were treated as
immigrants and then what they did
for the country. Study how we treated
American Indians, the rightful owners
of this land and then become truly
politically correct and vote for the
leader with the best intellect, integri-
ty, experience, respect for truth and
facts, and a willingness to work with
others to solve problems. In other
words, surprise the candidate who’s
counting on you to be stupid.

MARCIA COLMAN
Linwood
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Ten weeks ago, we drafted an edito-
rial congratulating the political par-
ties on reaching a compromise to res-
cue and reorganize Atlantic City gov-
ernment.

Such compromises often are the
solution to the most pressing prob-
lems at all levels of government, but
they’re difficult. Typically everyone
gives up something and no one is
fully happy with the result, so politi-
cians tend to avoid big compromises
until the pain of the problem is
unbearable.

Do the parties still deserve congrat-
ulations? Yes, but qualified with some
criticism.

The bills finally passed this week by
the Legislature and signed by Gov.
Chris Christie are largely identical to
the ones introduced at the end of
February — same legislative numbers

and all. They were based on January’s
bipartisan Atlantic City rescue and
state takeover announced by Christie,
Senate President Stephen Sweeney
and Mayor Don Guardian.

After introduction, the bill requiring
casino payments in lieu of taxes —
the heart of the city’s rescue plan —
was amended to allow the casinos to
return to paying ordinary taxes on
assessed value if competing casinos
opened in North Jersey. The final ver-
sion drops that amendment.

The big change in the enacted law
gives Atlantic City municipal govern-
ment 150 more days to produce a
responsible five-year financial plan
that would balance the budget start-
ing next year.

We don’t see any reason why city
officials couldn’t have done that at
any time the past couple of years. But

there’s no question that it’s needed,
and if this motivates city officials to
restore the well-funded city to fiscal
responsibility and self-sufficiency,
that would be great. If not, then the
law provides for the state to do the
work (as previously seemed and may
still be necessary).

Much was made of whether Atlantic
County’s share of the casino PILOT
payments would be specified at 13.5
percent by the law.

Well, that figure is still only in the
accompanying statement, as it was
originally, and not in the law itself.
And judging by the comments of leg-
islators the past week, that percentage
is if anything less certain now.

We’re thankful state and local lead-
ers finally got these laws enacted. But
it has been a year and a half since the
PILOT rescue package was introduced

and four months since the essential
bipartisan agreement was an-
nounced.

A shockingly long time was wasted
with political posturing and dysfunc-
tion, considering the broad agree-
ment on what was needed. The city’s
reputation was damaged during that
time, and it lost a significant amount
of convention business. Its financial
hole was dug deeper.

The process made us wonder about
the value of political parties at all if
they aren’t coherent enough to have a
position and come to an agreement
with their rivals.

We hope the bottom for Atlantic
City government finances is now past.
Restoring the city’s vitality and econo-
my can’t even start until its govern-
ment is reorganized, responsible and
assured of a stable future.

With A.C. rescue finally enacted, reorganizing city can begin

Cindy
Highlight



Mental health, substance abuse
remain tough topics to discuss

Regarding the Oct. 2 to 7 series of
stories on mental health and sub-
stance abuse:

It is well recognized that stigma
around these medical conditions lin-
gers. Despite mental health parity leg-
islation, celebrity autobiographies
and awareness campaigns, these are
still tough topics for most people to
speak openly about. There’s also a
national shortage of psychiatrists and
New Jersey residents often have to
travel distances for treatment.

Although the stories covered the
opiate epidemic, caregiver stress, co-
occurring disorders, post-traumatic
stress disorder, suicide and depres-
sion, there are additional issues chil-
dren, adolescents and adults battle
daily:

Veterans are joined by many others
with PTSD: first responders battle
PTSD, addictions and depression.
(Princeton House has a unique pro-
gram especially for first responders
that draws police, firefighters, correc-
tions officers, EMTs and veterans
from across the state and beyond.)

Women often struggle with their
response to trauma, but many are
learning to tolerate distress, regulate
their emotions and interact more
effectively by employing newer treat-
ment models that help them manage

emotions and symptoms, such as dia-
lectical behavior therapy.

Children and adolescents are also
experiencing significant mental
health issues and addictions. In the
shore region, there are limited inten-
sive treatment programs for children,
so parents often travel across counties
daily for intensive outpatient and par-
tial hospital programs.

The series of stories helped make
the community aware of important
behavioral health issues and the
expertise and dedication of New Jer-

sey’s mental health professionals.

RichaRd Wohl
Voorhees

Elected Linwood school board
would give taxpayers a say

Last week I read with interest a Lin-
wood resident’s defense of appointed
school boards in the city. He stated
that the last time the question of an
elected board was brought up was
1958 and the question failed.

He was correct. The person who
raised the issue in the city was my
father, who was then superintendent
of schools. He was fired for some
undercurrent bigotry but also for
being “too progressive” in his ideas —
thoughts such as joining the majority
of districts that conduct fair elections
of members, and on issues facing the
school district such as a referendum
on building our own high school (my
dad initiated that), adding space to
the Bellhaven School, and more.

The five-man appointed board fired
him for these so-called “progressive
ideas” brought in by an “Italian” from
North Jersey.

Quality board members can be
brought in through the electoral pro-
cess, running on their credentials as
educators. One man or woman
doesn’t possess all of the judgment of
the taxpayers who are asked to fund
city government as well as education
in Linwood.

MaRcia colMan
linwood
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Atlantic City has submitted a recov-
ery plan to the state in hope of avert-
ing a takeover of its finances for five
years. The state is expected to decide
by Tuesday how much of the plan to
accept and what to do differently.

When state officials make that deci-
sion, they should bear in mind they
are responsible now for fixing Atlantic
City’s fiscal mess and minimizing the
local government’s burden on the
struggling regional economy and state
taxpayers. We said nearly a year ago
these became the state’s responsibility
when it was clear city officials weren’t
going to do what’s necessary to bring
their spending in line with the city’s
much-diminished (but still high) reve-
nue.

City officials deserve some credit for
producing a recovery plan, and there
is much to like in it. It includes further
reductions in the number of city
employees, to 865. It doesn’t increase
a municipal tax rate that already
jumped 86 percent in four years. It
addresses liabilities from past overtax-
ing of casino properties. Some
employee benefits have been
trimmed. The city’s vehicle fleet has
been cut, and more efficiencies are
planned.

They deserve some blame for not

producing such a plan until the last
minute under threat of a state take-
over. The city’s financial problems
were well known when Mayor Don
Guardian took office in January 2014.
There’s no good reason a plan to
address them wasn’t made then.

The plan has problems. The city is
so overindebted it can no longer bor-
row, yet the plan finds a way to bor-
row an additional $110 million (not
counting $105 million in new bonding
to cover reassessment liabilities).
Despite guarantees of substantial pay-
ments from casinos and diversion to
the city of tens of millions in state rev-
enue, the city still expects to get sub-
stantial extra transitional aid from
state taxpayers through the whole five
years.

The borrowing by the essentially
bankrupt city government would be
made possible by an in-house trans-
action. The city’s Municipal Utilities
Authority would borrow $110 million
and buy the city’s Bader Field proper-
ty. The massive loan — which would
increase the MUA’s debt sevenfold —
mainly would be repaid by raising
water rates, selling the property or a
combination of both. Since recent
attempts to sell Bader Field failed,
large increases in water rates are more

likely. This makes the plan’s expecta-
tion that municipal taxes won’t
increase less satisfying, since residents
and businesses would pay higher
water bills. And city promises to hit
mainly businesses with the rate hikes
just suggests it would rather make the
city less appealing to businesses than
limit its spending further.

We also think, regardless of these
circumstances, that it may be a mis-
take to sell a valuable city property to
an authority that doesn’t answer to
voters and has no experience in rede-
velopment. The potential for the MUA
to mishandle one of the city’s most
valuable assets would be great.

The spring compromise by state
officials giving the city several more
months to get its financial house in
order also channeled big revenue
streams into its budget.

Casinos will pay the municipal gov-
ernment about $69 million in lieu of
property taxes this year and nearly as
much in the years ahead. State funds
that had been used to market the
region through the Atlantic City Alli-
ance now go to the city, starting at $30
million this year and totaling another
$40 million in the five-year plan. The
casino Investment Alternative Tax that
formerly went to the state also goes to

the city, averaging nearly $30 million a
year in the plan.

And yet despite this substantial
diversion of revenue that presumably
will require either cuts to state pro-
grams or increased taxes, Atlantic City
is asking for years of extra transitional
aid. The plan boasts of how that extra
aid will decrease from $26 million in
the first year to $14 million in 2021
but neglects to mention that the $26
million itself was an extraordinary
doubling of last year’s $13.5 million.

City officials said Friday there would
be no reduction of any city worker’s
base salary under the plan. And even
as they point to a 68 percent drop in
city tax ratables as the cause of fiscal
distress, they plan a five-year reduc-
tion in spending of just 12 percent.

Besides these aspects of the city
plan, state officials must consider that
New Jersey has its own serious finan-
cial problems, including too much
debt, too high taxes, and pension and
health care promises too big and
underfunded. Responsible spending is
needed by the state, too.

We hope the path forward state offi-
cials choose for Atlantic City doesn’t
just stabilize city finances but inspires
confidence in the city’s redevelop-
ment. Both are years overdue.

Much to like, more to dislike in Atlantic City 5-year plan

Gaetan Dugas was a victim of more
than just the AIDS virus. He was also
blamed, posthumously, for propagat-
ing the epidemic. He was even given
the moniker “Patient Zero.”

Thanks to some scientific sleuthing,
that rap has been laid to rest. Patient
Zero never existed.

In fact, Dugas’ “zero” designation in
popular culture was a solecism propa-
gated in no small part by author
Randy Shilts in “And the Band Played
On,” his book about the AIDS crisis. In
fact, Dugas had been assigned the let-
ter O, not a number, by a scientist at
the Centers for Disease Control. The
letter denoted that Dugas was from
“outside Southern California.” It
meant nothing more, according to a
report for the journal Nature.

Testing of old blood samples proves
that Dugas, a Canadian flight atten-
dant who died in early 1984, carried a
strain of the virus that was already in
New York several years before he ever
traveled there.

Researchers now believe that
around 1967, the HIV virus first
moved from Zaire to Haiti. From there
it was transferred to New York by 1971.
By 1976, gay men in San Francisco
were becoming infected.

Dugas’ vindication has been a long
time in coming. Yet the spread of AIDS

in the United States remains a cau-
tionary tale, not just about the injus-
tice of demonizing victims but also
about the consequences of public fear,
misinformation, bias and government
stalling. Americans died needlessly.
They still are.

It’s easy to cast HIV and AIDS as a
footnote of yesteryear, a horrific epi-
demic that raged and then was
brought under control by antiretrovi-
ral drugs. There is some truth there.
Advances have been made in treating
the disease and blocking its transmis-
sion.

Yet here we are, 30 years later, and
once again those being infected some-
how don’t seem to merit public sym-
pathy. They’re the wrong people, per-
haps.

In the early days of the epidemic, it
was gay men who suffered most. Soci-
ety then largely reviled homosexuality.
AIDS patients were ignored, even as
they were reduced to walking skele-
tons. Then-President Ronald Reagan
earned the disdain he still draws for

his refusal to acknowledge the crisis,
much less to agree that the govern-
ment had a role in combating AIDS as
a public health issue.

In 2014, high concentrations of the
estimated 44,000 new cases of HIV/
AIDS in the United States were among
African-Americans (44 percent) and
Latinos (23 percent), many of them
impoverished. Whites, although still a
majority of the population, made up
27 percent of new cases. Young gay
and bisexual men are particularly at
risk.

The term epidemic is still being
used but with the qualifier “concen-
trated,” as the infection rates are iso-
lated among these groups. About 1.2
million people living in the U.S. are
infected. About one in eight (13 per-
cent) aren’t aware that they carry the
virus, according to the CDC.

The AIDS crisis transformed the gay
rights movement, and gay activist
efforts transformed the way the pub-
lic, the government and the medical
profession confronted the epidemic.
The actions of groups like ACT UP
pushed for recognition of the suffer-
ing and forced government and civil
society to respond.

Broader public support came after
the AIDS-related death of Rock Hud-
son, through the activism of stars like

Elizabeth Taylor and Michael Jackson
and outreach like the traveling AIDS
quilt, each panel of which was dedi-
cated to a victim of the virus.

Princess Diana began to be photo-
graphed shaking the hands of AIDS
patients, ungloved, to convince peo-
ple that the virus couldn’t spread by
casual contact.

Today, epidemiologists are con-
cerned about rising rates of opiate
addiction, as many people inject her-
oin and share needles. And despite
greater public acceptance of gay men,
many women still contract the virus
through heterosexual sex with men
who have been with other men. Stud-
ies show many young gay men have a
naive disregard for the virus’ dangers.
They operate as if they are immune, or
as if HIV is curable. It’s not.

Nearly 7,000 people in the U.S. died
of AIDS-related illness in 2013. By
comparison, some 1.2 million died in
sub-Saharan Africa. Which brings us
back to the problem of the “wrong”
kind of people suffering and the con-
sequent lack of sympathy.

We have to wonder, what is the
future of AIDS prevention in the U.S.
and the world? And what — or who —
will it take to move people to care
about this still-thriving epidemic?
Email Mary Sanchez at msanchez@kcstar.com.

Patient Zero and other HIV/AIDS myths still doing harm today
MARY SANCHEZ
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Proud of Booker effort
I have never felt more proud to be

represented by Sen. Cory Booker than
when he testified against attorney
general nominee Jeff Sessions. Break-
ing with tradition was a courageous
decision on his part.

SANDRA WARREN
Atlantic City

Siganos deserves honor
We think The Press of Atlantic City’s

selection of George Siganos as a recip-
ient of the Bailey Award was excellent.
Siganos and his wife, Patti, are great
supporters of the mission of the Boys
& Girls Club of Atlantic City, which is
to provide opportunities to youth so
that they can develop to their maxi-
mum potential and into responsible
and caring adults.

As the Jan. 9 editorial, “Siganos the
epitome of helpful businessman who
overcomes frustrations,” correctly
pointed out, not only is Siganos a
notable philanthropist, but his attri-
butes of hard work, dedication and
social responsibility provide a great
role model to youth. We’re glad the
newspaper recognized the immense
contributions of the Siganoses to our
community.

MICHELLE CARRERA
Chief executive officer,
Boys & Girls Club of Atlantic City
Margate

Conway’s job is tough
Recently, a letter praised the hard

work and dedication of KellyAnne
Conway, the first female campaign
manager to win the White House,
doing so for her candidate, Donald

Trump. The writer is right, her job was
and is indeed going to be hard,
because her boss frequently lies and
her job is to swear to it.

Actress Meryl Streep recently said it
was painful to watch Trump mock a
disabled reporter, as widely shown on
television news. He immediately mocked
Streep and said he didn’t do it, as if he
lived in an alternative universe.

Conway too said he didn’t do it and
said he was misunderstood. She said
the media shouldn’t jump to conclu-
sions and people should try to under-
stand what’s in his heart.

People who mock the disabled don’t
have a heart. I guess we shouldn’t
believe our lying eyes.

Conway tried to repeat his lie that
he was not briefed on unsubstantiat-
ed Russian reports and said CNN had

linked them, when it had not.
I hope Trump is paying her appro-

priately for this hard job, as she will
work a lot of overtime since about
two-thirds of everything he says is
potently false. I wish her luck.

JENNIFER BENSON
Villas

Christian foundation
made U.S. strong, just

The nation’s original leaders were
architects of exquisite standards.
These men had vision, intellect, com-
mon sense, fortitude and unity. They
built a foundation from the principles
and teachings of Aristotle, Moses and
Jesus.

As a Christian, I am reassured that
these principles and values will con-
tinue to be the guiding light of the
nation. I saw this after listening to the
words spoken during the presidential
inauguration.

God was mentioned many times.
Jesus Christ was mentioned by more
than two speakers. It amazes me that
the new vice president, president and
others can refer to God and Jesus
while speaking to the nation, yet the
public schools discourage this. They
cite the excuse of “separation of
church and state.”

The country has been strong and
just because of following God’s word.
Americans believe in religious free-
dom but need not limit the education
of religions in schools. Knowledge is
important. Preaching is proper in
places of worship but not in the pub-
lic schools. Having knowledge of dif-
ferent religions is not a bad thing. It is
knowledge … not belief.

Because of freedom of speech and
freedom of the press, I can write my
opinions. Christians around the world
are being persecuted, killed, behead-
ed and enslaved. The U.S. is a Chris-
tian-based nation, so I am happy its
new leaders are supportive of its tra-
ditions. Americans are strong because
of their faith in God.

BILL FLYNN
Wildwood
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Last September, a $10 room tax was
part of Atlantic City Council’s desper-
ate grab for new revenue to sustain
the city’s perpetual mismanagement
(along with a city income tax). That
would have put the city’s growing
convention and meetings sector at a
disadvantage to East Coast competi-
tors, knocking back one of the city’s
few areas of growth. The room tax was
widely derided and went nowhere.

That should have been an end to it,
but the Democratic leader of the state
Assembly has revived it.

Speaker Vincent Prieto’s proposal, in
a bill that cleared the Assembly
Appropriations Committee at the end
of last month, of $2 per room per
night is only a fifth as bad as the self-
serving City Council plan. But it intro-
duces a new and especially misguided

element, making the room tax tempo-
rary (theoretically), kicking Atlantic
City’s financial instability down the
road for two more years.

This is a Prieto specialty. He and
Assemblyman Chris Brown, R-Atlan-
tic, allied last year to give Atlantic City
municipal government another five
months (on top of many prior years)
to make meaningful progress toward
fiscal responsibility.

That ended in November with typi-
cal Atlantic City-style avoidance of
responsibility in the form of a fiscal
plan to borrow $110 million from itself
with the water utility as collateral.

Delaying the inevitable state take-
over for five months achieved nothing
— except putting off the day of reck-
oning for the public employee union
pals of Prieto. Meanwhile, the recov-

ery of Atlantic City, which can’t mean-
ingfully begin until its finances are
stabilized, was put off at great cost to
citizens and taxpayers.

Now Prieto wants to delay Atlantic
City’s recovery again, with a scheme
to find new revenue for his party’s
union backers.

That revenue of $2 per room per
night would push Atlantic City’s total
room tax — already at 19 percent —
well above those in Philadelphia, Bos-
ton and Baltimore. The Meet AC con-
ventions board says this would dam-
age not just the convention business
but the city’s tourism industry overall.
Imagine trying to explain to conven-
tion and meetings planners why
Atlantic City is more expensive than
those major metropolitan areas.

Making the new tax supposedly

temporary would extend the cloud
over Atlantic City’s municipal finances
for another two years.

Prominent bankers in the region
told The Press editorial board recently
that business owners have
approached them about the opportu-
nities in Atlantic City — but they’re
holding off on committing to the city
until they’re pretty sure what tax load
their businesses would bear. Business
success can’t be reliably forecast if a
key element of the balance sheet is
unknown. When a temporary Prieto
tax ended, maybe the profligate city
would jack up local taxes further to
keep the gravy train running.

The Senate should reject this new room
tax if it gets to that house. And if Senate
Democrats are foolish enough to send
it to the governor, he should veto it.

GINA BARRECA
The Hartford Courant

I found myself feeling deeply nos-
talgic for a scent my mother used to
wear: Jean Nate. Its signature hip,
plastic yellow bottle with its circular
black top represented the ultimate in
sophistication.

I was explaining this sentimental
memory to a friend who interrupted
me by saying, “They still sell the stuff,
Gina. You could find it at Walgreens.
You can get it at Target. You could
even buy it at Sears, you know, while
you’re there picking up a self-cleaning
oven. They didn’t stop making it just
because you stopped thinking about
it.”

She practically wrecked my nostal-
gia. After all, when we stop using
things or wanting them, don’t they
just disappear? My husband experi-
enced this awhile back when he, in a
small wistful voice, said, “Wouldn’t it
be terrific to have a Hostess Cupcake?
You know, with the little swirls on top?
But they stopped making those.”

“No they didn’t,” I said. “They were
on sale last week. I just haven’t bought
them in 15 years because the last

thing you and I need to be eating are
little concentrated grenades of sugar
and fat.”

“I think you’re wrong,” he said. He
clutched his grief firmly, and only
after seeing that Hostess Cupcakes
have their own lively website was he
persuaded that they still exist. He was
more than persuaded, to be honest.
He was ecstatic. It was like finding out
that there really is an Easter Bunny.

Some things, of course, are genu-
inely gone. Does anybody still use a
ditto machine? My students, most of
whom were born between 1995 and
1999, don’t have any idea what it is.
My pal Mary said her children
thought a “spirit master” was some
kind of New Age guru, and a “spirit
duplicator” was a character of out of
“Ghostbusters.” They’ve never
breathed in the tingling smell of a
fresh ditto, never seen a mimeograph,
rarely if ever used a rotary dial phone
(or heard a dial tone) and have never
actually “hung up” a phone.

Two particularly smart students
were having lunch in my office the
other day. Dylan and Julia dismissed
the idea that they’d never used fold-
out paper maps, whiteout correction

fluid, pencil sharpeners or blackboard
erasers. Yes, they had.

What hadn’t they experienced and
what couldn’t they imagine? Using a
shared and public phone. “You called
a location, not a person?” “You didn’t
know who was calling or who that
person wanted to speak to?” “Was it
like in a movie when somebody calls a
bar and the bartender has to yell out a
name to see if the guy’s there?” Yes,
yes and yes, I explained. There were
no answering machines, either. You
relied on somebody to write a note
telling you that you received a call.

“We never asked, ‘Where are you?’
at the beginning of a conversation,” I
told them. “Because we knew that
people were usually speaking on a
home phone attached by a short cord
to a wall in their house. People sat
down when we spoke.”

“That’s wild,” said Dylan, his eyes
wide. “Wow.”

Know what else my students never
heard of? The rabbit test. I explained
that women and girls used to go to
the doctor to find out if they were
pregnant, and that their urine was
then injected into a bunny, which was
dissected to determine the results.

They were horrified. “They actually
killed a rabbit?” Yes, I said again. Yes.

I explained further that unmarried
women would often buy fake-gold
bands to put on their fingers and see
doctors away from their hometowns
to avoid the stigma of a pregnancy
test. Since the mid-1970s, women
could pee on a stick at home to see
whether they’re pregnant; to young
people, everything about the rabbit
test now seems barbaric.

If you are under 50, you might not
know that birth control was illegal,
even for married people, until a 1965
Supreme Court ruling in a Connecti-
cut case overturned the law. Only
some of them knew why people in the
Women’s March on Washington held
signs with images of coat hangers on
them, emblazoned with the words
“Never Again.”

A great deal of our past doesn’t
deserve nostalgia; we need to be cau-
tious when romanticizing the good
old days. Some of them were terrible.
Gina Barreca is an English professor at the
University of Connecticut and the author of “If
You Lean In,Will Men Just Look DownYour
Blouse?”and eight other books.

Throw away key on increasing A.C. hotel-room tax

Not everything should be romanticized as ‘the good old days’
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“Look now how mortals are blaming the gods, for they say
that evils come from us, but in fact they themselves have woes
beyond their share because of their own follies.”
HOMER
Ancient Greek author of “The Iliad”and“The Odyssey”
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About four months ago, the state
took over Atlantic City’s finances to
make them sound and sustainable.
After waiting years for someone to do
that, people would love to see a fully
fleshed-out plan describing how the
city will emerge from (almost) bank-
ruptcy.

That’s apparently not yet possible,
but the state takeover led by former
Sen. Jeffrey Chiesa has delivered its
first big benefit. State and Borgata
Hotel Casino & Spa officials have
negotiated a settlement that pays the
resort less than half of the $165 mil-
lion in property-tax refunds the city
owes it.

Chiesa said Borgata and its owners,
MGM Resorts, were “good corporate
citizens” who understand the city’s
financial plight and are “committed to
the revitalization of the area.”

John McManus, MGM senior vice
president, said the company agreed to
the much-reduced payment because
it’s committed “to being a catalyst of
Atlantic City’s strong and vibrant
future.”

Under the deal, Borgata also agreed
to forgo pending appeals of tax
assessments for additional years,
which a judge had ruled it could pur-
sue. Those probably would have suc-
ceeded, too.

Borgata’s agreement to accept $72
million helps the city out of a hole
dug by its own officials. The problem
began with city assessments of casino
properties that yielded a lot of tax rev-
enue but were wildly higher than
what closed casino hotels sold for on
the open market.

Then, when Borgata appealed its
assessment of about $2.2 billion, the
city seemed to make a poor defense
of its evaluation. After a short trial, a
judge slashed the assessment to about
$875 million. That required the city to
refund $165 million previously col-
lected from Borgata.

Adding insult to this injury to the
city, just days after state legislation
arranging for A.C. casino properties to
make payments in lieu of taxes for 10
years, MGM bought out Borgata part-
ner Boyd Gaming, paying $900 million
for half of the property and business
— more than the court-determined
assessment for the whole property.

Given the court rulings in Borgata’s
favor and the state’s commitment to
Atlantic City, the state didn’t seem to
have strong leverage in this negotia-
tion (although much of the complex
relationship between the state and
casino industry isn’t known publicly).
If Atlantic City had declared bank-
ruptcy, a judge might have reduced
the debt to Borgata substantially —
but bankruptcy was no longer a real-
istic possibility.

McManus cited the certainty of pay-
ment and avoiding further litigation
as factors that made the deal “in the
best interests of MGM’s sharehold-
ers.”

Citizens of Atlantic County, even
with no connection to the city, recog-
nize that their well-being is partly
dependent on the fortunes of Atlantic
City overall. We think officials of Bor-
gata, the city’s most profitable casino,
feel that strongly and want to be, as
Chiesa said, good corporate citizens.

Stop wasteful politicians
What’s wrong with America can be

summed up in one word: politicians.
Local, state, federal, Democratic and
Republican politicians have one thing
in common — they are not looking
out for the taxpayers who trusted
them to do the right thing.

New Jersey is a perfect example of
how politicians have wasted billions
of dollars on things that don’t work.
Where are all the billions of tax dollars
that Atlantic City has generated over
the years? It certainly has not been
reinvested back into the city in the
right way.

Most of the money has been wasted
on some politician’s pet project that
either has failed or has no benefit to
the taxpayer who paid for it.

Payers of property taxes or gasoline
taxes should ask themselves a ques-
tion: Where is all that tax money going
and what is it being spent on? I bet
they won’t like the answer.

The problem can be fixed very easi-
ly. First write letters and tell them to
straighten out and stop wasting every-
one’s hard-eared money. If that does
not work, vote them out regardless of
who they are or how long they have
been in office. And if their replace-
ment does not listen, vote them out
too.

People should have a say on how
their money is spent.

WAYNE WILLIAMS
Seaville

Campus riots misdirected
There were some incidents recently

to be less than proud of on the
nation’s university campuses.

At Berkeley, that bastion of free
speech and personal freedom, stu-
dents rioted, shutting down the cam-
pus in order to silence a speaker with
whom they disagreed. At New York
University, students stormed the
administration building, rioting at the
prospect of a libertarian speaker
being heard on campus. Seems to me,
students would be better served
storming the bursar’s office in protest
of the $60,000-plus it costs annually to
attend these universities.

And NYU has one of the worst ratios
of starting salaries for graduates to
tuition paid. Reducing a potential life-
time of student debt seems like the
larger issue.

JEFFREY GLENN SR.
Seaville

Flynn as reality show
Is this a new reality show? You’re

resigned.
Starring Michael Flynn, directed by

Vice President Mike Pence, executive
producer President Donald Trump,
sponsored by taxpayers of the United
States. In this episode, it has been
reported that the general may have
broken a law by speaking to the Rus-
sian ambassador before taking office
as national security adviser.

I hope this resignation wasn’t a kind
of cop-a-plea agreement. Although I
don’t wish for Flynn to suffer any pun-
ishment, I believe the sponsors of his
episode deserve the full story.

ALLEN FELD
Ventnor

Silent majority for Trump
Regarding the Feb. 20 commentary

by Jeff Bust, “A deplorable is happier
by the day that he voted for Trump”:

Well said! The silent majority has
spoken and that is why Donald Trump
is the president. How about everyone
gives him respect and lets him do his
job?

KARA SPRIGG
Egg harbor Township

Opioid awareness needed
Heroin overdose is a serious grow-

ing problem among young adults
nationwide. According to a 2016 New
York Times analysis of death certifi-
cates, drug overdoses are driving up
the death rate of young white adults
in the United States to levels not seen
since during the AIDS epidemic more
than two decades ago.

Experts believe that the increase in
heroin use among teens and young
adults coincides with an extreme rise
in the use of prescription painkiller
medications. Research shows that
these pills are the leading cause of the

growing problem and they are readily
available on the streets.

More must be done to make com-
munities aware of the types and
brands of drugs that are opioids.
There should be programs to educate
families on the signs and symptoms of
opioid use and potential overdose.

Recently, Gov. Chris Christie created
an addiction task force website, www.
reachnj.gov. This website offers a help
line and facilities where an addict can
go to receive treatment. This is a posi-
tive step in increasing awareness of
the problem.

ARTHUR STATMORE
Barnegat

Environment attacked
While we are bombarded daily with

fake news and President Trump
tweets, the Republican Congress is
quietly in the process of destroying
the environment through the passage
of the regulatory accountability act.
Maybe this innocuously titled bill
would have the potential to eliminate
laws such as the Clean Air Act, the
Safe Drinking Water Act and the
recently passed Lautenberg Chemical
Safety Act.

The environment, which is vital to
both the economy and recreation, is
currently under attack without any
public discourse.

CHARLES LEVINE
Linwood

Borgata settlement
a good start to fixing
Atlantic City finances
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Care without insurers
Regarding the April 13 letter, “One-

payer care too costly”:
The writer has it wrong. First, it is

socialized medicine when the doctors
work for the government, which pays
them and the hospital for services
and benefits. When doctors and hos-
pitals operate their own businesses
independently and the government
pays them and the hospitals for ser-
vices and benefits, that is single payer.

The writer states that Obamacare,
the Affordable Care Act, is ready to
implode — not true. This will only
happen if the Trump administration
continues to gut vital parts of the law
that are needed to fund health care
for all. The GOP would eliminate the
individual mandate, taxes on
unearned income affecting the very
wealthy, and various taxes on manu-
facturers and importers.

Trace the roots of Obamacare to
RomneyCare in Massachusetts.
Obamacare would not exist were it
not for the conservatives’ imperative

to generate profits for special interest
groups, health insurance providers
and drug companies.

In July 2013, Gerald Friedman of the
University of Massachusetts found
that “under the single-payer system
created by John Conyer’s HR 676, the
U.S. could save an estimated $592 bil-
lion annually by slashing the adminis-
trative waste associated with the pri-
vate insurance industry ($476 billion)
and reducing pharmaceutical prices
to European levels ($116 billion). In
2014, the savings would be enough to
cover all 44 million uninsured.”

The U.S. is tops in per capita health
care spending yet ranks 37th in keep-
ing people healthy. It must do better.

NICK REINA
Milmay

Supports rise of GOP
Several wonderful events have

taken place over the past six months
or so. President Obama’s time in office
came to an end; Hillary Clinton lost

the 2016 election; Donald Trump won
the 2016 election and became the
president of the United States; and
last but not least, Judge Neil M. Gor-
such was recently confirmed to the
U.S. Supreme Court. This has indeed
been a series of wins for the nation
and the people. If there were to be
icing on the cake, it would be a huge
loss by Democrats in the 2018 elec-
tions.

The local GOP has been lackluster
over many years and I was told at one
time that I was too conservative for
the party. So I left the GOP and
became an independent. But all that
is about to change.

I have it on good authority that by
the end of this year going into 2018,
the local GOP is going to be a party to
be reckoned with and pretty soon
everyone will know who and what the
GOP stands for.

It is about time. So many good
things are happening since Obama
left office and Trump has taken over.
We the people must continue to push
this current positive trend by not

allowing complacency to set in. We
must hold the current GOP govern-
ment accountable and hold their feet
to the fire as well. As for the Demo-
cratic Party, it is self-destructing all
over the place and I do hope that
trend continues.

JIMMIE HOLLIS
Millville
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For many years we’ve urged Atlantic
City officials to budget responsibly. By
the fall of 2015, we gave up and put
state leaders on notice that they were
the last hope for fiscal sanity in the
essentially bankrupt city.

“Atlantic City officials (and the city
residents who elect them) clearly
aren’t going to take the steps needed
to bring their spending in line with
their much-diminished (but still high)
revenue,” we said then.

Now, after overcoming a lot of mis-
guided opposition, state officials in
charge of the city’s finances have
delivered on that core mission.

When the day finally came last week
and Atlantic City introduced a budget
that cut spending $35 million from
the prior year and even reduced the
local tax rate, there was little celebra-
tion. State officials led by former U.S.
Sen. Jeffrey Chiesa had made the hard
and unavoidable choices necessary to
keep the city solvent. There was no

other way, so in the end it was widely
expected.

That inevitability hadn’t stopped
local and even some state officials
from trying to keep city spending at
an unsustainable level. They attempt-
ed to stop the state taking control of
Atlantic City finances and, failing that,
managed to stall the effort. They des-
perately cast about for new revenue
sources, even ones that would under-
mine the city’s economy further.

Mayor Don Guardian, who had
backed out of the original state take-
over deal, a year ago was still trying to
prevent the state from reducing a city
payroll bloated by the decades-long
casino tax windfall. He was helped by
Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto, who
shared his desire to put government
workers well ahead of citizens and
taxpayers in the painful reorganiza-
tion of city finances.

With the help of powerful public-
employee unions, they managed to

force a five-month delay in fixing city
finances, ostensibly to give the city
time to come up with its own respon-
sible budget. Instead, the mayor and
council proposed adding hundreds of
millions to the city’s already unsus-
tainable $500 million in debt — and
giving it big increases in state aid.

Even after the state finally got con-
trol of city finances, Prieto tried to
jack up the city’s room tax to keep
channeling money to his union back-
ers — which would have pushed
Atlantic City’s room tax well above
those of convention competitors Phil-
adelphia, Boston and Baltimore.

It didn’t take long for Chiesa’s team
to deliver a significant benefit to the
city. In February, he announced that a
renegotiation of the Borgata Hotel
Casino’s tax-appeal refund had saved
$93 million.

Businesses and investors started to
act like Atlantic City was an opportu-
nity again, instead of a potential lia-

bility. Projects were announced and
empty casino hotels were bought, cul-
minating in Hard Rock International’s
decision open a casino hotel on the
Boardwalk.

The $206 million budget presented
by Atlantic City officials at Chiesa’s
direction cuts the municipal tax rate 5
percent — after a 96 percent increase
since 2010 as the city sought to keep
spending even as its tax base dropped
by two-thirds.

Some aspects of the budget are
being challenged, and there still is
much to be done to repair the sound-
ness of city finances, of course. But
there’s no question that state officials
are doing what’s long been needed in
Atlantic City government.

Making the tough choices that
assure a better future is often a thank-
less job, but we’re grateful for the
state’s work and the residents of the
greater Atlantic City area should be,
too.
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