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In June 2016, Illinois was facing a historic crisis, as the state prepared for the very real possibility of 

failing once again to enact a budget.  

 

The State Journal-Register's editorial board had written repeatedly on the very real damage that the 

legislators' and governor's failure to agree was causing to people, businesses and organizations 

throughout Illinois, from Chicago to Cairo. 

 

It was time for something different. It was time for an editorial headlined, simply, "Enough." It was time 

to devote the entire front page of the SJR to that editorial, written by executive editor Angie Muhs. 

 

But the SJR went even further, reaching out to daily and weekly newspapers all over Illinois to 

orchestrate a coordinated editorial campaign to run on June 29, when lawmakers still had two days to 

write a budget.  The SJR offered its editorial to any newspaper that wanted to run it, and encouraged 

others to write their own if they chose. The results: 
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 More than 80 Illinois newspapers ran the SJR editorial 

 More than 60 newspapers  had a front-page editorial, either the SJR's or their own. 

 More than two dozen newspapers devoted all or the vast majority of their front page to the 

campaign.  

The campaign received national attention, from the Wall Street Journal, National Public Radio, the 

Associated Press and Politico, among others, as well as the Poynter Institute and industry groups. 

More importantly, phones rang incessantly in the offices of the governor, the House Speaker and the 

Senate President, spurred by the call to action that ran with the editorial. Lawmakers cited the public 

pressure in their speeches as they debated. 

 

And on June 30, legislators passed a stopgap budget. It wasn't ideal, but it staved off major crises for 

many areas of government.  

 

We believe the State Journal-Register, through its editorial and the unprecedented campaign to galvanize 

other media to join it, performed a public service by amplifying the public's cries of "Enough" across the 

state. The "Enough" campaign was timely, unique and exactly the kind of leadership a newspaper 

Opinion page should take for its communities.  

 

Unfortunately, the governor and General Assembly have since failed to enact a full budget and the 

stopgap has since expired.  Muhs and editorial editor Kate Schott, who joined the paper in November, 

have continued to write editorials exposing the state's folly and dereliction of duty and calling for action.  
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 W hether or not our leaders manage 
to pass a stopgap funding mea-
sure this week, Illinois still needs 
the stability of a full budget to 
restore the health of our state 

and its economy.
For a year, our state’s elected leaders have 

engaged in what can only be called political 
malpractice.

Illinois is the only state in the country that 
doesn’t have a budget. Because of that failure, it 
has stiffed small businesses, social service agen-
cies and its higher education system, leaving them 
trying to operate without money they’re owed. 
Some operations have been cobbled together 
through a patchwork of court orders, and the state 
gets deeper in debt by the minute.

Gov. Bruce Rauner said on Monday the state was 
on the verge of crisis, and it would be an “outra-
geous, tragic failure” if schools don’t open on time.

With all due respect, Governor, the state is 
already in crisis and the budget standoff has 
already been an “outrageous, tragic failure.” A 
stopgap may delay imminent emergency and we 
desperately need that. But it’s still not enough.

As legislators return to Springfield, for the first 
time this month, Illinois’ historic, serious prob-
lems have been made even worse by the failure to 
compromise on a balanced, long-term spending 
plan.

The political war between Rauner and House 
Speaker Michael Madigan has been confound-
ing and unconscionable. Rauner has insisted on 
passage of the so-called Turnaround Agenda, 
a series of pro-business measures, as a condi-
tion of the budget. Madigan and Senate President 
John Cullerton have seemed focused primarily on 
thwarting the governor.

Neither the governor nor the Legislature has 
put forth a balanced budget. Decades of delaying 
action and willfully ignoring issues like the state’s 
epically ballooning pension obligations have 
devastated its financial stability. The state must 
make cuts, and yes, more revenue will be needed 
to stanch the economic bleeding.

The consequences of having no budget have 
been harsh and far-reaching.

The state’s colleges and universities, which 
ought to be linchpins for growth and economic 
development, instead have been starved. Hun-
dreds have been laid off, programs have been 
shuttered. High school graduates look at this mess, 
fear for their future and enroll in out-of-state col-
leges. Our best and brightest may not come back 
after they 
complete 
their 
education 
elsewhere.

Mean-

while, more than 130,000 low-income students 
have had financial aid snatched away. Do these 
students who wish to better themselves and their 
future job prospects through education have other 
resources to continue? In most cases, no.

One million of Illinois’ most vulnerable people — 
the poor, the at-risk kids, the elderly, the mentally 
ill, the homeless, the victims of domestic abuse or 
sexual assault — have been directly harmed by the 
state’s dereliction of duty, as social service agen-
cies cut services.

Hospitals and medical providers are owed hun-
dreds of millions in unpaid state employee medical 
bills and delayed Medicaid payments.

Countless business owners, large and small, 
have struggled to survive because they haven’t 
been paid. Cities and small towns have been left 
holding the bag for unpaid state bills.

And yet, it could get even worse.
More than $2 billion in active road construction 

projects might be shut down, leading to as many 
as 25,000 workers losing their jobs.

The state’s corrections system says it’s on the 
verge of not being able to operate prisons.

Social services agencies will continue to turn 
away the ill, the homeless, the elderly.

The state’s schools were spared last year by 
a separate appropriation. But this year, many 
districts face the possibility of not opening or not 
being able to stay open.

But what have citizens seen from the Capitol? 
We have seen political posturing. We have seen 
a governor who campaigned as a practical busi-
ness leader dedicated to finding fixes instead act 
as an ideological purist. We have seen our elected 
representatives apparently unable to stand up to 
Madigan, Cullerton and Rauner to demand a reso-
lution to the crisis. We have not seen compromise.

Perhaps the most damaging long-term effect is 
the toxic cynicism and frustration this crisis has 
created among residents, who have to wonder 
at this point if Rauner, Madigan and Cullerton 
simply view the toll on Illinois’ people as mere 
collateral damage. At a recent Better Government 
Association panel on the impasse’s impact, mul-
tiple social service providers said flatly they don’t 
believe leaders are listening to their plight.

Many long-term changes are needed to restore 
Illinois to solid ground. Redistricting reform is a 
critical piece of restoring true political competi-
tiveness that will lead to legislators facing more 
accountability to the voters.

But the day has come. Illinois’ people cannot be 
held hostage for a second year without a budget.

Voters 
must 
revolt and 
demand 
better.

Enough.
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Illinois’ budget standoff  must be resolved, 
and must be resolved now.

363
Days, as of today, that the 
state has operated with-
out a budget

1M 
Estimated number of people 
affected by cutbacks 
in social service agen-
cies that haven’t gotten 
funding

$8B
Illinois’ backlog of unpaid 
bills — a fi gure expected 
to keep rising as long as 
the state has no budget

OUR VIEW   |   THE STATE OF THE STATE

Inside

About today’s editorial: 
A column from interim 
publisher Rosanne 
Cheeseman and editor 
Angie Muhs about the 
decision process behind 
today’s front-page 
editorial. Page 8

SPORTSNATION/WORLD

Coaching greats Summitt, Ryan die 

 P31

Benghazi report: No ‘smoking gun’ 

P3

WASHINGTON — House Republicans on Tuesday 
concluded their $7 million, two-year investigation into 
the deadly attacks in Benghazi, Libya, but no “smoking 
gun” pointing to wrongdoing by Hillary Clinton.

Pat Summitt, who carried women's college basketball 
to national prominence, died Tuesday at 64. Buddy 
Ryan, the pugnacious NFL coach and defensive 
mastermind, died Tuesday at 85.
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H illary Clinton and 
Elizabeth Warren 
looked like twins 

the other day in Cincinnati: 
Same blond bob haircut, 
bright blue blazers, white-
hot rhetoric and matching 
grins when they excoriated 
Donald Trump. Which is 
exactly why Warren will not 
get the vice presidential slot 
on Clinton’s ticket.

Clinton does not want 
a twin running mate. And 
while she needs Warren to 
help solidify the Democratic 
vote this summer, Warren 
could be less helpful in the 
general election.

 Warren is on board now 
because there is nowhere 
else for her to go to stay 
viable in the party. Her task 
now is to help unite the party 
before the convention next 
month in Philadelphia. But 
she is doing such a good job 
and proving to be such an 
effective attack dog against 

Trump that Clinton will be 
able to choose someone else 
as her running mate. 

The governor of Mas-
sachusetts, Warren’s home 
state, is Charlie Baker, 
a Republican, and he’d 
appoint a Republican to fill 
Warren’s seat if she became 
vice president. Too risky. 
Also, Massachusetts will 
vote Democratic anyway. 
On the other hand, some-
body “safe,” such as Tim 
Kaine, the Democratic 
senator from Virginia, not 
only could deliver a key 
state to Clinton but would 
be succeeded by a Democrat 

appointed by Democrat 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe.

If Clinton becomes presi-
dent, she desperately needs 
a Democrat-controlled 
Senate to get anything done 
in her first 100 days. No 
matter who the next presi-
dent is, Washington will 
still be politically divided; 
Republicans won’t want 
to cave to a Democratic 
agenda and there is no way 
Democrats will agree to 
almost anything Trump has 
been proposing.

A major reason against 
putting Warren on the 
ticket is the antipathy 
she has earned from her 
outspoken criticism of Wall 
Street and her work setting 
up the Consumer Finance 

Protection Board. She is 
viewed as too liberal for 
many business leaders. 

 Kaine, who wants to run 
with Clinton, is ideo-
logically closer to her than 
Warren is, and he has 
immersed himself in foreign 
policy issues in the Senate. 
He was also governor of 
Virginia, giving him execu-
tive experience. Again, he 
would be the “safe” choice, 
the candidate picked by 
conventional wisdom.   

 Of course, this has been 
a year of turning conven-
tional wisdom on its head. 
But Clinton, who will turn 
69 just before the Novem-
ber election, is not known 
for taking unnecessary 
political risks.

— Ann McFeatters is an 
op-ed columnist for Tri-
bune News Service. Readers 
may email her at amcfeat-
ters@nationalpress.com.
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Clinton won’t pick Warren as running mate

YOUR VIEWS

Pick Rauner’s side 
in the budget battle

I would not have taken 
such an unprecedented step 
in your front page editorial 
to say so little. Newspapers 
are raising their front page 
voices about Illinois’ budget 
to say nothing, and asking 
you to raise yours. 

If you want to be heard, 
pick something first and 
then say something. 
Wringing hands and 
stomping feet while saying 
that’s enough is no better 
than singing in the coffee 
shop chatterbox choir. 

Illinois is deadbeat broke 
and in a stalemate. The two 
sides are led by Speaker 
Michael Madigan, who has 
presided for decades over 
the policies that got us here, 
and Gov. Bruce Rauner, 
who has arrived more 
bold and resolute than any 
Madigan has faced down. 

Are you for Madigan’s 
higher taxes alone, which 
historically have been 
diverted away from paying 
bills and into new pro-
grams with expanded social 
spending? Or, are you for 
Rauner coupling higher 
taxes with other initiatives 
designed to improve Illi-
nois’ economic climate? 

Neither choice guaran-
tees an outcome but you 
have to make yours based 
on which you think stands 
a better chance of success. 
In either case, prudent 
spending will be the bigger 
measure of success because 
irresponsible spending is 
how the whole thing went 
off the rails in the first place. 

Another view simply rec-
ognizes that when managers 
wreck a team, they get fired. 

I like the new coach and I 
want to give him a chance. 

I’m with Rauner and 
I’m sticking with Rauner. 
Way before I had enough of 
Illinois’ budget stalemate 
I’d already had enough of 
Illinois’ shady spending 
schemes. 

John Levalley
Springfi eld

Enough is
enough, indeed

I couldn’t agree more 
with your front page edito-
rial in Wednesday’s paper.

I am completely fed up 
with Illinois politicians. I 
don’t believe the state of the 
state will ever improve as 
long as Michael Madigan is 
allowed to remain reigning 
king of the state.

It’s time for repre-
sentatives to stand up to 
Madigan, and do the job 
their constituents elected 
them to do. It’s also time 
for term limits and vote the 
minions out of office. 

Charles Theodor
Chatham

Protect young 
players on hot days

I just spoke with a friend 
of mine who was return-
ing from a Little League 
game. The heat index was 
expected to exceed 100 
degrees that afternoon.

Her nephew was playing 
in a double-header! 

My children are grown, 
but I remember how sick 
my eldest was after a game 
or after football practice in 
August. I also remember 
one incident that resulted 

in a trip to the emergency 
room and a very sick young 
man. I am confident the 
coaches make sure the team 
is hydrated, but sometimes 
it’s not enough.

When we moved to Lou-
isville, the park district ruled 
no outdoor sports could be 
played if the heat index was 
above 100 degrees. This pre-
served the egos of the team 
and its coaches. None was 
a wimp for bailing on a hot 
day. The school district fol-
lowed suit. It also reassured 
the parents of the players 
that safety was a high prior-
ity of the coaches.

I would like to see a similar 
policy enacted by the area 
schools and park districts. 

Mindy Miller
Springfi eld

Fix District 186 schools 
to get city residents

The city of Springfield 
wants to once again force 
city employees to live in the 
city. Why not address the 
reason people leave Spring-
field to begin with — the 
city schools.

If you visit other schools 
in the area — Rochester, 
Chatham, Pleasant Plains 
and New Berlin — you 
can see Springfield is an 
embarrassment.

District 186 needs to build 
the west-side school if they 
want to compete. Allow 
all city students with an 
eighth-grade GPA of 3.0 or 
better to attend. Now think 
of the incentive there is to 
do well in middle school. If 
at the end of the school year 
a student can’t maintain a 
3.0 GPA, they would attend 
their more local, smaller 

school until they could 
carry a 3.0.

The saying “You get what 
you pay for” is so true; it’s 
too bad we fail to recognize 
it.

David Barringer
Springfi eld

Say no to two-way 
streets downtown

There have been many 
comments on the SJ-R 
website re: the June 15 story 
on the idea of changing 
some one-way downtown 
streets to two-way. I agree 
with the slight reduction of 
the speed limit that at least 
one poster suggested, as a 
way of reducing noise. But 
I do not agree with forcing 
more stop and go traffic via 
reverting these streets to 
two way.

Talk about noise — what 
about the noise created by all 
those idling engines wait-
ing for the light to change to 
green, plus the noise created 
when those engines acceler-
ate upon the light changing? 
Not to mention the increase 
in gas use resulting from 
more stop-and-go traffic.

I acknowledge that 
persons new to Springfield 
might notice some busi-
nesses as they sit waiting 
for the light to change. 
However, I suspect a much 
greater amount of down-
town business customers 
know where they are going, 
and may object to being 
arbitrarily slowed down in 
getting there, to the point 
that they may take their 
business elsewhere. 

Dick McLane
Springfi eld

ANN MCFEATTERS

F inally.
After a year of 

unprecedented 
partisan gridlock that 
threw the state of Illinois 
into budgetary chaos — 
damaging its economy, 
straining its social services 
network to a breaking 
point, hobbling its higher 
education system and 
imperiling public services 
— the General Assembly 
finally heeded the public’s 
call: Enough. 

Lawmakers on Thurs-
day, acting on the final day 
possible and not without 
some 11th hour drama, 
finally passed stopgap 
budget measures that will 
keep K-12 schools open 
this year. It will give the 
state’s colleges and social 
services a needed lifeline 
and cash infusion and pro-
vide funding to keep state 
government operations, 
like road construction and 
prison operations, afloat.

Make no mistake, 
though. This stopgap 
budget is just that, a 
stopgap. 

It doesn’t fully fund 
operations. It doesn’t 
provide the stability that’s 
so desperately needed to 
improve the state’s busi-
ness climate. It doesn’t 
change the fact that the 
state is spending more 
than it takes in. It merely 
delays the next showdown 
until after the Nov. 8 
elections, and Gov. Bruce 
Rauner has indicated that 
he’ll be back then with the 
Turnaround Agenda items 
that he backed away from 
in the course of striking 
the emergency deal. 

But this week, lawmak-
ers and Rauner knew they 
had to take some sort of 
action to avert disaster 
and public revolt. On 
Wednesday, as the Gen-
eral Assembly returned 
to Springfield, more than 
60 newspapers joined the 
State Journal-Register in 
a highly unusual effort of 
coordinated editorials, 
many of them on front 
pages, declaring “Enough” 

and demanding a budget 
be passed. 

Only because things had 
gotten so dire in Illinois, 
and the potential con-
sequences of entering a 
second year without a 
budget even worse, does 
this look like progress. 
Instead, it was the bare 
minimum that had to 
happen.

Much work, and likely 
an acrimonious political 
season this fall, lies ahead. 
The test will be if elected 
leaders can build on this 
week’s bipartisan agree-
ment to tackle the much 
more arduous tasks that 
they have so far failed to 
accomplish. 

At one point earlier this 
month, the governor had 
called his aides “heroic” 
for keeping state agencies 
afloat during the crisis. 

We’d rather reserve the 
word “heroic” for others 
— the business owners 
who hung on through the 
economic uncertainty 
and unpaid state bills, 
who figured out ways to 
keep their doors open in 
Illinois rather than flee. 
We’d rather use the word 
“heroic” for social service 
employees who fought 
valiantly to try to help 
their clients despite no 
funding.

And if you cared enough 
about our state to pick up 
the phone, send an email or 
otherwise reach out to your 
representative, the gover-
nor or legislative leaders to 
say you’d had “enough,” 
give yourself a hand. Our 
lawmakers must continue 
to hear that drumbeat from 
the public, reminding them 
they were elected to do a job 
— one that, despite yester-
day’s action, they still have 
not fully completed. 

“I firmly hope that right 
now we’ve hit the bottom, 
that this is the low point,” 
Rauner said after the stop-
gap’s passage.

That, at least, is some-
thing that Illinoisans of all 
political stripes ought to be 
able to fervently agree on.

OUR VIEW 

Stopgap necessary, 
but not cause 
for celebration

Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan exits a caucus meeting at 
the Illinois Capitol building on Thursday . TED SCHURTER/THE STATE 

JOURNAL-REGISTER 
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Highlight



P22 Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016   |   The State Journal-Register

Online at www.sj-r.com/opinions

OPINION

A GateHouse Media publication
www.sj-r.com

EDITORIAL BOARD
Todd Sears .............................................................................................Publisher
Angie Muhs ................................................................................ Executive editor
Kate Schott .........................................................................Editorial page editor

COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Kenley Wade, John Allen, Val Yazell

“The Journal paper 
was always my friend...”
— A. Lincoln, June 18, 1864

“We want the Register to 
be the people’s paper.”
— Publisher’s statement June 19, 1881

U gly.
That’s an apt 

way to sum up the 
second week of the fall veto 
session in the Illinois Capi-
tol. The political bickering 
simmered Tuesday and 
Wednesday before boil-
ing over into a hot mess 
Thursday, leaving a grimy 
residue of anger, poten-
tially even more distrust 
between the political par-
ties and, most importantly, 
the realized fear that Jan. 1 
will most likely come with 
no spending plan in place 
for the last six months of 
the fiscal year.

Lawmakers hightailed 
it out of town Thursday 
night and aren’t due back 
until Jan. 9, so barring a 
Christmas miracle of an 
agreed-upon budget and 
the often insurmount-
able challenge of getting 
lawmakers back to Spring-
field during the holidays to 
approve it, social service 
agencies, universities 
and nonprofits already 
scrounging to survive 
could once again bear the 
brunt of the misery that 
comes when legislators and 
the governor abdicate their 
most important duty.

The ongoing, almost 
daily meetings between 
Gov. Bruce Rauner and 
four legislative leaders 
produced a certain amount 
of acrimony every time 
they emerged, as both 
political parties accused 
the other of impeding 
progress. 

But it erupted Thursday 
when Rauner vetoed legis-
lation that would provide 
$215 million to Chicago 
Public Schools for pension 
payments.

Rauner contends there 
was an agreement to enact 
pension reform statewide 
by Jan. 1 as a condition of 
CPS getting the money; 
he vetoed it after Senate 
President John Culler-
ton told reporters “We 
haven’t talked about 
putting those two things 
together at this point in 
time.” Cullerton later told 
the Capitol Fax blog that 
yes, the understanding was 
CPS would get the money 
if pension reform was 
agreed upon, but he always 
reserved the right to over-
ride a veto if that didn’t 
happen.

The move appeared to 
sour the one relation-
ship top Republicans had 
with a Democrat who 
seemed committed to 
accomplishing anything 
of importance, as House 
Speaker Michael Madigan 
remains unmovable on 
pretty much everything.

They can’t even agree 
on what they are disagree-
ing about: Rauner, who 
stressed the need for term 
limits and a permanent 
property tax freeze, insists 
Madigan wants another 
stopgap budget approved 
without such reforms. 
Madigan denies he is 
seeking another stopgap 
budget, and continued his 
broken-record tune that 
the focus should be the 

budget and nothing else. 
Rauner and Madigan also 
traded barbs on which one 
supposedly wants a tax 
increase considered during 
January’s lame-duck 
session.

Their bickering con-
tinued into the one piece 
of legislation that was 
approved with something 
akin to bipartisan support, 
the Future Energy Jobs Bill 
that will provide $235 mil-
lion a year to Exelon so it 
can keep two of its nuclear 
power plants open for 
another 13 years. 

The measure, which 
includes price hikes for 
ratepayers, also provides 
money for energy-effi-
cient infrastructure and 
programs and funding 
assistance for low-income 
families.

It had Rauner’s support 
on Wednesday, but Thurs-
day dawned and he accused 
Madigan of inserting a 
“poison pill” regarding 
language about paying 
prevailing wages. Frantic 
negotiations continued 
through Thursday before 
a bill was cobbled together 
that could muster enough 
votes for passage.

A few lawmakers decried 
the legislation, noting they 
were willing to help a pri-
vate company with profits 
of more than $2 billion last 
year, but could not provide 
stability for the state’s 
residents in the form of a 
budget. Their passionate 
pleas could not stop both 
chambers from approving 
the measure.

Yet many business 
groups, including the 
Illinois Chamber of Com-
merce and the Illinois 
Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion, had strongly opposed 
the Exelon bill, arguing 
that it would raise their 
energy costs. And as many 
have noted, relatively low 
power rates have been one 
of the few bright spots in 
Illinois’ business climate.

So that’s another dose of 
uncertainty for the state’s 
business community on 
top of the uncertainty 
regarding the lack of a 
budget. Illinois Treasurer 
Mike Frerichs nailed it at a 
forum last week when he 
said that business owners 
need to know what they’ll 
be dealing with in the next 
few years.

The end result of the 
fall veto session is a more 
destabilized state of affairs 
than we had a week ago, 
with the battle drawn 
strictly along party lines 
and both sides signaling 
they are digging in for the 
long haul.

The actions of the past 
week are crystallizing the 
suspicion that Rauner 
and Madigan are willing 
to let the state burn to the 
ground if the winner gets 
his way. Banished to the 
wayside is the realization 
that while one of them 
may emerge with a victor’s 
crown, the loser will not be 
the other man.

It will be the rest of 
Illinois.

OUR VIEW

Fall veto session 
leaves Illinois  
worse  than before

C omptroller-elect 
SUSANA MENDOZA, 
who gets sworn 

into office Monday at the 
Statehouse, hoped that a 
recent trip to the Vati-

can by an 
Illinois del-
egation just 
might have 
done some 
good with 
the state 
budget 

back home.
Democrat Mendoza, 

Republican Gov. BRUCE 
RAUNER, Senate Presi-
dent JOHN CULLERTON, 
D-Chicago, and Chicago 
Mayor RAHM EMANUEL 
were among the dozens of 
people from the state who 
witnessed the elevation 
of Cardinal BLASE CUPICH 
to his current position. 
He had been the Catholic 
archbishop of Chicago.

“Look, I just came from 
Rome,” Mendoza recalled 
last week when she and 
state Treasurer MICHAEL 
FRERICHS spoke at a Better 
Government Associa-
tion event in Springfield. 
“And the governor was 
two rows behind me, 
maybe one row behind 
me, when POPE FRANCIS 
was walking around and 
blessing everyone. And I 
was, like, praying to Jesus 
... praying to God, that 
everybody would come 
back a little bit more 
enlightened and perhaps 
ready to ... put the vitriol 
aside.”

“And then BossMadi-
gan.com surfaced and we 
were right back where we 
started,” said ANDY SHAW, 
president and CEO of the 
BGA.

Mendoza agreed that 
the website, critical of 
lawmakers aligned with 
House Speaker MICHAEL 
MADIGAN, D-Chicago, and 
launched by the state 
GOP during the veto 
session when the gover-
nor and leaders were in 
budget talks, was “not 
helpful.”

She said trust is needed 
for negotiations to move 
forward. And though she 
spoke on Wednesday — 
before back-and-forth 
on negotiations got even 
more heated the next day, 
when the veto session 
ended — she talked of the 
difficulty of reaching a 
budget deal.

“Short of divine inter-
vention, I don’t know 
what it’s going to take 
to ... move the needle on 
this,” she said. “It’s not 
promising, but again, 
as the eternal optimist 
that I always am, I think 

everything is possible, 
and hopefully, we’ll 
start moving in the right 
direction.”

Mendoza defeated 
appointed Republi-
can Comptroller LESLIE 
MUNGER in a special Nov. 
8 election to complete 
the final two years of late 
Comptroller JUDY BAAR 
TOPINKA’s four-year term 
won in 2014. Republican 
Topinka died shortly after 
that election.

Meanwhile, among 
people at Mendoza’s 
Springfield appear-
ance last week was RICK 
CORNELL, 62, of Spring-
field, who under former 
Democratic Comptroller 
DAN HYNES was assistant 
comptroller for fiscal 
policy. He now has a 
consulting business and is 
a registered lobbyist. He 
said he wasn’t involved 
with Mendoza’s cam-
paign, but does anticipate 
he’ll have a significant 
role with her transition.

“There’s a lot of nuts 
and bolts involved in 
seeing that there’s 
no disruption of core 
responsibilities at the 
comptroller’s office,” 
Cornell said.

Convention center
TERRY YOUNG, 53, general 

manager of Hoosier Tire 
Midwest, is planning a 

run for 
the Prairie 
Capital 
Convention 
Center’s 
board.

Young 
is vice 

chairman of Sangamon 
County’s community 
services block grant advi-
sory council, has been 
an election judge, is on 
the board of St. Patrick’s 
school, does other charity 
work and has been active 
in some local Republican 
clubs.

“I just enjoy it,” he 
said. “I’ve got a lot of 
friends in politics. I like 
volunteering.”

Young, of Springfield, 
will run for one of three 
seats in Subdistrict 4 of 
the Springfield Metro-
politan Exposition and 
Auditorium Authority. 
Two others representing 
that subdistrict — board 

Chairman MIKE COFFEY 
JR. and MARY FRANCES 
SQUIRES — are running 
for new terms. The third 
incumbent, CONNIE SEBOK, 
isn’t seeking a new term, 
saying other obligations 
are making her too busy 
to give the board the 
effort she’d like. But she 
said she’s glad she’s been 
on the board during the 
renovation and expansion 
of the center, and thinks 
the accomplishments are 
“fantastic.”

Young said a seat on the 
board would be an entry 
into elective politics.

“I find it interesting,” 
he said. “I’d like to get 
more involved and just 
see more of how things 
operate on a day-to-day 
basis.”

In addition to the three 
seats in Subdistrict 4, the 
other seats up for election 
on April 4 are to represent 
single-member Subdis-
tricts 2 and 3. Currently 
representing Subdistrict 
2 is JEANETTE GOZA, and in 
Subdistrict 3, BILL TAFT 
was recently named to fill 
a vacancy. They both are 
running for new terms.

Members of the 
11-person board don’t get 
a salary.

Filing is Dec. 12-19 for 
the board seats up this 
spring.

Cross to state
ED CROSS, who for five 

years has been Decatur-
based WAND-TV’s state 

Capitol 
reporter, 
is joining 
the Rauner 
adminis-
tration as 
commu-
nications 

director for the Depart-
ment of Natural 
Resources.

Cross, 33, a married 
father of a 3-month-old 
daughter, commutes to 
Springfield from Pana. 
He’ll be paid $55,000 
annually, which he said is 
“significantly more” than 
he’s been making in TV.

Cross is a native of 
Gays, a Moultrie County 
town of 250 that, he 
notes, is home to a 
historic two-story out-
house. That small-town 
upbringing means Cross 
identifies with some of 
DNR’s programs, like 
hunting and fishing.

“Growing up in a farm 
town, out in the sticks, I 
spent many days on the 
pond, many days out in the 
trees, many days chas-
ing rabbits with my dad,” 
Cross said.

He graduated from 
Sullivan High School and 
has an associate’s degree 
from Lake Land College in 
Mattoon, where he studied 
radio-TV broadcasting. He 
worked for radio stations in 
Taylorville before joining 
WAND. He said that with 
the state, where he starts 
Dec. 16, he’ll look forward 
to promoting good regional 
and statewide programs, 
like hiking locations and 
handicapped-accessible 
hunting and fishing. He’ll 
also be learning more about 
the coal and oil industries.

“I know that it’s a shaky 
time in the state with things 
going on, but I also know 
what the Department of 
Natural Resources means to 
the state,” he said, adding 
later, “For me, this is a 
dream job.”

Cross takes the place of 
CHRIS YOUNG, 55, of Spring-
field, who was promoted 
in October to director of 
DNR’s office of resource 
conservation, which 

oversees a 
variety of 
programs 
involving 
wildlife, 
fisheries, 
forestry and 
conserva-

tion programs.
Young, who is making 

$90,000 annually in the 
new post, called getting the 
job “a great opportunity.” 
He went to DNR from being 
the outdoors editor of The 
State Journal-Register — 
and his nature photography 
is breathtaking.

Young, in turn, took the 
place of JIM HERKERT, 56, 
of Petersburg, who took 
over in mid-October as 
executive director of the 
Illinois Audubon Society, 
which has its headquar-
ters in the Adams Wildlife 
Sanctuary along Clear 
Lake Avenue in Spring-
field. Herkert’s doctorate 
from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana is in 
ecology, and his specialty 
is ornithology — the study 
of birds.

“Audubon’s big on 
birds, so it’s a really 
good fit for me,” he said, 
adding that he’s making 
“about the same” as the 
$95,000 he was paid at 
the state.

The former director 
of the Illinois Audubon 
Society, TOM CLAY, is now 
executive director of the 
Door County Land Trust, 
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin.

—Contact Bernard Schoen-
burg: bernard.schoenburg@
sj-r.com, 788-1540, twitter.
com/bschoenburg.

Divine intervention on budget? Still waiting
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H ow nice would it be to head into the holidays with 
visions of a state budget agreement dancing in our 
heads?

Instead, many Illinois residents are bracing themselves for 
a more Grinch-like experience. A stopgap budget gave some 
relief the past six months by providing funding to keep opera-
tions running. But the countdown is on: After today there are 
just 13 days until 2016 flips to 2017, and Illinois will revert 
from the Land of Lincoln to Land of No Budget.

And that matters because ...
 The state’s national reputation in every facet imaginable 

is abysmal. Illinois is pointed to as a cautionary tale as to how 
not to do pretty much anything in government.

The state’s inaction on budgetary matters has ...
 Threatened Illinois’ ability to receive matching 

funds. U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley noted last week that he fears 
Illinois could miss out on federal infrastructure money under 
the incoming president if the state can’t provide matching 
funds, and he's worried the ongoing budget issues will make 
that difficult.

That's small potatoes when you consider that ...
 The state’s unfunded pension liability continues to 

worsen. It's now at nearly $130 billion, which makes it the 
third-worst-funded pension system in the country.

The pension liability has been cited as one reason why ...
 Illinois’ credit rating has been downgraded. In June 

Moody’s Investors Service dropped the state’s general obli-
gation rating to two ratings above junk status, affecting about 
$26 billion of debt. The agency blamed the action on the 
“continuing budget imbalance due to political gridlock.” A 
bad bond rating means taxpayers have to cough up more in 
interest whenever money is borrowed.

It’s not like Illinois has money to spare since ...
 The state is spending more than it's taking in. Illinois 

does not generate enough revenue to cover its expenses, 
much less pay down its backlog of bills for services already 
rendered.

Granted, even if there were money ... 
 Bills aren't being paid the way they should be. Absent 

a budget, about 90 percent of state spending is paid out 
through court orders, consent decrees and continuing 
appropriations. So in some cases a judge — instead of elected 
officials — decided how your tax money was spent.

But even if lawmakers are the ones deciding ...
 The bill backlog is more than $10 billion. That’s money 

owed to, among others, social service agencies and busi-
nesses that provide goods and services to the state. It’s 
projected to hit 13.5 billion by the end of the fiscal year.

And because of this backlog ...
 Illinois is wasting money on late fees. As of March, 

Illinois had spent more than $900 million during the past six 
years on late-payment penalties due to the state’s inability to 
pay its bills on time.

Those million could have been spent on providing govern-
ment services. But instead ...

 Many social service agencies and vendors have had to 
lay off employees, reduce the number of clients they see or, 
in extreme cases, close their doors. They do this while trying 
their best to provide services to the state’s most vulnerable 
residents, and hope that someday the state will make good on 
what it owes them. Vendors also have had to lay off workers, 
borrow and try to hold on while being stiffed by the state.

There's another group hoping the state will make good on a 
promise ...

 The neediest students seeking higher education and 
better job opportunities are again in limbo. Funding for 
the Monetary Assistance Program is uncertain. The stopgap 
budget included money to pay off last year’s MAP grants, but 
no money for this year.

Some universities and colleges have covered the costs 
of the grants, but many cannot do so anymore. And that is 
because ...

 The state's higher education system is in an ongoing 
crisis. Higher education received almost no state funding 
during the year without a budget. Universities struggled to 
meet payroll; some schools laid off hundreds. And the uncer-
tainty likely led to enrollment decreases this fall at five of the 
public universities in Illinois.

The lack of investment in higher education ... 
 Contributes to the already bad business climate 

in Illinois. A well-educated workforce is key to a thriving 
economy. Businesses want to hire the best, and Illinois won't 
be an option if the brightest are leaving. A recent survey by 
the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute at Southern Illinois 
University found that 48 percent of the state's residents 
would rather live elsewhere. What business will want to come 
here when its potential workforce wants to move out?

Add in the need for reforms in areas like workers com-
pensation and the high property tax rates, and the 
budget ambiguity makes it near impossible to attract people 
and businesses.

And all of this is due to ...
 Our elected officials are failing to do the job we pay them 

to do. The governor is constitutionally required to introduce 
a budget, and state legislators need to approve a spending 
plan to basic state services can be provided. 

The longer they stall on crafting a budget, and figuring out 
a way to pay down its bill backlog, the deeper the pain that 
will be inflicted by Illinois residents.

OUR VIEW

Happy holidays not 
in store for Illinois as 
budget impasse looms

A n invocation given last 
week at the opening of a 
Sangamon County Board 

meeting is getting some attention 
and has come under some criticism.

It was delivered by member MIKE 
SULLIVAN, R-District 
11.

“Lord in heaven, 
during this Christ-
mas season as 
we celebrate the 
birth of your son,
Jesus Christ, we 

are reminded that our country ... 
was founded on godly principles 
by God-fearing men and women 
who believed in the Holy Bible and 
thereby set up a form of government 
for a God-fearing populace,” Sul-
livan said.

“Today Lord, as our country 
appears to be more and more divided 
between believers in your son Jesus 
Christ and non-believers, we recall 
the haunting words of John Adams. 
...”

Among those words from Adams, 
the nation’s second president: “Our 
constitution was made only for a 
moral and religious people.”

The prayer also quoted Noah 
Webster, of dictionary fame, as 
saying: “The Christian religion, in 
its purity, is the basis, or rather the 
source of all genuine freedom in 
government ... and I am persuaded 
that no civil government of a repub-
lican form can exist and be durable in 
which the principles of that religion 
have not a controlling influence.”

And at the end, Sullivan said that 
those assembled “humbly pray for 
the forgiveness of our sins and that 
our fellow countrymen will unite 
with us in inviting you into their 
hearts and souls making us one 
nation under God, thereby allow-
ing the God of the universe to bless 
our country so it will be truly great 
again.”

“In the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, Amen.”

Board member TONY DelGIORNO, 
D-District 22, posted a copy of Sul-
livan’s prayer on Facebook, and he 
also wrote that it is routine for board 
members to give the invocation.

But, DelGiorno said, the prayer 
“was anything but usual in my 
opinion. As the grandson of Ital-
ian immigrants, a group that 100 
years ago was discriminated against 
because of our Catholicism, I find 
religious elitism abhorrent to the 1st 
Amendment principle of religious 
freedom in a nation and a com-
munity that is made better by our 
friends of all faiths.”

Sullivan, in an interview later, said 
he was “merely stating some factual 
history.”

“I didn’t intend to offend anyone,” 
Sullivan said. “I believe everyone has 
their right to their own beliefs and 
religions, and I was merely stating 
my viewpoint. ... Since the quotes 
that I stated were historical fact, if 
someone’s offended by history, I 
cannot help that.”

He also said he didn’t intend the 

prayer to outline the proper way for 
government to function.

“I’m saying that the men and 
women that founded our country 
founded it upon biblical precepts,” 
he said.

And he said that if someone who 
is not a believer in Christianity were 
to say a prayer with their viewpoint, 
“so be it. It’s a free country.”

Sullivan said he is a Christian of 
“no certain denomination,” and he 
said that his great-great-grandpar-
ents were also immigrants, from 
Ireland and Germany.

“They came to this country and 
strived to assimilate and be produc-
tive members of society by hard 
work and honesty and a faith in 
God,” Sullivan said. “That’s how I 
was raised to behave and why I got 
involved in politics.”

DelGiorno’s Facebook post 
yielded several comments sharing 
his chagrin.

“Someone needs a reminder about 
the whole ‘separation of church and 
state’ thing,” one poster said. Added 
another: “Looks like we need to 
have a secular moment of reason at a 
county board meeting.”

Board Chairman ANDY VAN METER, 
R-District 24, said members of the 
board take turns giving the prayer as 
each meeting begins.

“All are heartfelt,” Van Meter 
said. “Some are more articulate 
than others. We also have invited 
religious leaders from denomina-
tions not represented on the board 
from time to time as well. We do not 
presume to give guidelines. Tony 
is welcome to give the prayer any 
time.” DelGiorno, who was first 
elected in 2012, said he did give a 
prayer once, probably in 2013.

Asked to recall when outside 
clergy gave prayers at meetings, Van 
Meter said after 9/11, there were “a 
series” of such appearances.

“I believe we have had some since, 
but I can’t specifically recall them,” 
Van Meter said, “although I’m sure it 
would be better for my soul if I did.” 

A unique man 
The local prayer controversy came 

in the same week that news emerged 
that a well-known fighter against 
mixing religion and government — 
atheist ROB SHERMAN — had died in a 
small plane crash.

Sherman, 63, died after the single-
engine plane he was piloting went 
down in a field near Marengo. It was 
found Dec. 10 — the morning after 
the crash. He had recently moved to 
Poplar Grove, in Boone County, to 
be near a small airport because of his 
joy of flying, the Chicago Tribune 
reported.

Sherman’s activism sometimes 
brought him to Springfield — and 
not always involving religion. In 
September 2015, he appeared at a 
House committee saying Gov. BRUCE 
RAUNER should be impeached. The 
idea went nowhere.

Tribune columnist ERIC ZORN took 
a look at Sherman’s life in a column 
last week, calling Sherman relent-
less, chipper, media savvy and 
flawed.

And Sherman was not always 
politically correct. That was clear in 
his 2011 robsherman.com post about 
a visit to Springfield’s Hooters — and 
having his convertible washed by 
some staff members there — after 
arguing against implementation of 
a public school moment-of-silence 
law.

He was unique.

Delightful, gracious
Former Illinois first lady DOROTHY 

OGILVIE is being remembered as a 
delightful and gracious person. The 
widow of Gov. RICHARD OGILVIE died 
at her Chicago home on Dec. 4. She 
was 94.

“At first, in her early speaking 
appearances as the governor’s wife, 
she came across to observers as 
reticent, a little bashful,” it states 
in “Governor Richard Ogilvie: In 
the Interest of the State,” a 1997 
book by TAYLOR PENSONEAU of New 
Berlin. “However, as she grew more 
comfortable in her role, that would 
change — certainly not to the sur-
prise of close friends who knew her 
as a feisty and intelligent dynamo 
with a great sense of humor and an 
enthusiasm for life.”

The Ogilvies also oversaw a major 
renovation of the Executive Man-
sion, which had been in “dismal 
condition,” the book said.

Her husband was governor 
from 1969-1973. Pensoneau was a 
reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch when Ogilvie was governor, 
and told me reporters covering the 
Statehouse really didn’t get to know 
Dorothy Ogilvie. But as he took on 
the project in the mid-1990s, she 
helped gather information for the 
book.

“She turned out to be delightful,” 
Pensoneau said. “She was amazing, 
she was funny, and she was incred-
ibly down to earth.”

Most of their meetings, Penso-
neau said, were at Union Station in 
Chicago, where her husband had 
an office after his time as governor, 
and worked as a trustee for railroad 
bankruptcy cases. She wanted to 
meet there, Pensoneau said, because 
it made her feel close to her late 
husband.

“She saw humor in a lot of situa-
tions,” Pensoneau added. “Almost 
everything ... in the book that is a 
humorous anecdote about Ogilvie, 
she provided. And obviously, they 
were very, very close.”

— Contact Bernard Schoenburg: 
bernard.schoenburg@sj-r.com, 788-
1540, twitter.com/bschoenburg.

Prayer at county board meeting 
raises church-state question
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OPINION

I llinois lawmakers have 
for decades abdicated 
their responsibility to 

the future.
Year after year after year 

they spent more than the 
state took in. They skipped 
or shortchanged pension 
payments. They dug a hole 
of debt, and even as it got 
deeper, never thought 
about what it would take it 
fill it back in.

Except …
“You cannot escape the 

responsibility of tomor-
row by evading it today.”

He wasn’t talking about 
Illinois’ finances but 
that quote attributed to 
Abraham Lincoln — who 
was born 208 years ago 
today — seems prescient. 
The sins of reckless 
spending and inaction are 
upon the state. Illinois is 
beyond broke. The stack 
of unpaid bills totals about 
$11 billion. The unfunded 
pension liability is about 
$130 billion. The state’s 
bond ratings are just above 
junk status. Residents 
are fleeing in droves. 
Lawmakers haven’t even 
bothered to approve an 
annual spending plan since 
2015.

Illinois can no longer 
keep trying to escape 
its tomorrows. No one 
expects a turnaround 
overnight: It took decades 
to get here, it’s going 
to take time to right the 
course. But the sooner 
change starts, the faster 
we reach some semblance 
of stability.

There have been hope-
ful signs. Illinois Senate 
President John Culler-
ton and Minority Leader 
Christine Radogno intro-
duced a “grand bargain” 
budget proposal of 12 
interlocking measures that 
would start the journey of 
getting the state back on 
firmer financial ground. 
The plan — still making its 
way through the Senate 
— wouldn’t end this fiscal 
year with a balanced 
budget, but Cullerton has 
said it would provide the 
framework for a balanced 
budget by June 2018, the 
end of the next fiscal year.

Gov. Bruce Rauner’s 
budget address is set for 
Wednesday for that same 
fiscal year. Cullerton was 
onto something Monday 
when he said during a 
speech at the City Club 
of Chicago that if Rauner 
presents a balanced 
budget proposal, Illinois-
ans will have two plans to 
consider and can deter-
mine which one is the best 
path forward.

Granted, balanced 
budgets are almost a 
misnomer in Illinois. Few 
have ever truly been bal-
anced. Even determining 
whose responsibility it is 
is debatable: The consti-
tution says the governor 
is required to submit a 
balanced budget. It also 
says the legislature must 
pass a balanced budget. If 
it doesn’t arrive balanced, 

the governor could use his 
considerable veto powers 
to get it into shape. Of 
course, if they have the 
votes, lawmakers can 
overturn those vetoes.

Wednesday will be 
the third budget address 
Rauner has given since 
being elected. His 2015 
proposal appeared bal-
anced, but it anticipated 
savings from pension 
reform that the courts 
struck down. Lawmakers 
in turn sent him a budget 
that spent about $4 billion 
more than the state had. In 
2016, he proposed a budget 
that acknowledged a reve-
nue hole, saying he’d agree 
to new taxes if the legis-
lature would agree to his 
business proposals. When 
that didn’t work, he asked 
for the ability to make cuts 
himself, but the legislature 
blocked that, too.

Rauner has indicated 
that he may take a similar 
approach in this year’s 
budget address. He should 
instead present a detailed 
plan so we can have two 
plans — his and the Sen-
ate’s — to consider.

The governor is cor-
rect that the state needs 
structural changes. For 
too long, too much has 
been relegated to the 
can’t-fix-it bucket instead 
of addressed.

The governor told the 
SJ-R editorial board last 
week that given the level 
of debt and the unfunded 
pension obligation, cutting 
alone will not be sufficient 
to solve the state’s prob-
lems. Illinois also can’t 
tax its way out. The state 
must instead grow its way 
out, he said, by making 
Illinois competitive and 
attractive to job creators. 
Given the state’s loca-
tion and its transportation 
infrastructure, there’s no 
reason that can’t happen, 
he stressed.

Agreed. So what should 
be cut? Which revenues 
does he want to increase? 
How do we use the state’s 
universities and col-
leges to provide a strong, 
educated workforce? If he 
wants lawmakers to work 
with him on achieving his 
vision, they need to know 
what he wants.

He’s going to take flack 
if he puts his ideas out 
there. He can join Cul-
lerton and Radogno, who 
have been bombarded with 
criticism since unveiling 
their plan a month ago. No 
one said it was easy to be 
politically courageous.

“You cannot escape 
the responsibility of 
tomorrow by evading it 
today.” Lincoln would be 
disappointed in today’s 
legislators for not realizing 
this sooner. Yet today, as 
we remember perhaps the 
state’s greatest resident 
ever, lawmakers could 
work on restoring honor 
by vowing to end the exer-
cise in idiocracy Illinois 
has been mired in for too 
long.
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C HRIS KENNEDY, the 
Chicago-area 
businessman and 

son of the late ROBERT F. KEN-
NEDY who 
entered the 
Democratic 
race for 
governor 
last week, 
had some 
strong 

words about needed school 
improvements across the 
state — and in Springfield.

During an interview with 
The State Journal-Regis-
ter, he mentioned the city’s 
three public high schools.

He said at Lanphier and 
Southeast, “less than 10 
percent of the kids who 
graduate ... are ready to go 
on to a university, enter a 
trade school, go to com-
munity college, or enter 
the workforce without 
remedial education. Ninety 
percent of those kids, 
therefore, are going to be 
doomed to a life of eco-
nomic oppression.”

He wondered if Gov. 
BRUCE RAUNER is concerned, 
as “This is where he lives.”

Rauner has spoken with 
students at both schools.

“Want to know where 
the (President DONALD) 
TRUMP voter came from?” 
Kennedy said. “They came 
from a school like that, 
because the kids who are 
coming out of schools like 
that are being denied the 
promise of the American 
Dream. ... We’ve created 
a structural barrier that 
prevents them from ever 
being successful.”

He said students at 
Springfield High are “three 
times more likely” to be 
college ready, but he said 
that number was still just 
25 percent.

“The state needs to step 
in,” Kennedy said. “What 
is the economic impact 
of having all of those 
people unable to take care 
of themselves? Where is 
the moral outrage in the 
community?”

He said only 25 percent 
of students coming out 
of high school statewide 
are college-ready, and 
other than “a few,” they 
are from “a select group 
of high schools that aren’t 
in central Illinois and 
they’re not in southern 
Illinois and they’re not 
in western Illinois.” He 
said some “outliers” from 
other schools go on to great 
colleges, but “you have to 
be an incredible kid from 
a really resourceful family 
with incredible structure 
and great luck to overcome 
that, and that is not what 
we should be doing in the 
United States.”

I checked with 

Springfield’s District 186, 
and got a fact sheet from 
Superintendent JENNIFER 
GILL noting that based on 
2016 ACT tests, college 
readiness was listed as 
23 percent each at Lan-
phier and Southeast, and 
54 percent at Springfield 
High. An ACT score of 
21 or more was consid-
ered college ready, and all 
students, including those 
with a range of special 
needs, were included in the 
testing.

“Our average may 
suffer, yet the value of the 
assessment opportunity is 
invaluable for the future of 
our students,” Gill’s fact 
sheet said.

There were also some 
lower “ready for next 
level” scores with ninth-
grade data from PARCC 
(Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for 
College and Careers) tests 
— which are no longer 
given in the high schools.

The 2016 state report 
card also showed that 
statewide, 46.4 percent of 
students in the graduat-
ing class were considered 
ready for college.

Kennedy spokesman 
MARK BERGMAN said Ken-
nedy was apparently 
referring to PARCC scores 
when talking about the 
Springfield schools, but 
even if numbers are some-
what higher, Illinois should 
ensure that every grad “be 
able to succeed in today’s 
economy.”

In general, Kennedy 
said, Rauner has “slashed 
government support” 
for universities and is 
“destroying the com-
munities” where they are 
located. He said strong 
research universities are 
the best long-term eco-
nomic engines.

“We’re eating our seed 
corn,” Kennedy said. 
“There’s no investment in 
the future.”

In various interviews he 
did, Kennedy called Rauner 
“heartless,” and I asked 
how he could know.

“He threw a million 
people out of government 
programs,” Kennedy said, 
and is using those people 
as “pawns” as he waits for 
a “grand bargain” or policy 
changes in his “turnaround 
agenda.”

Depriving people to 
reach his goals, Kennedy 

said, “is the definition of 
heartless.”

A United Way of Illinois 
survey last summer esti-
mated that nearly a million 
social service agency 
clients had lost “critical 
services” due to the budget 
impasse.

Kennedy, 53, a long-time 
resident of Kenilworth, 
is developing Wolf 
Point buildings downtown 
Chicago and with his wife 
SHEILA runs a not-for-
profit, Top Box Foods, 
which provides low-cost 
healthy food to people in 
underserved areas. He used 
to run the Merchandise 
Mart, and said he worked 
with businesses coming to 
the state, and “zero out of 
5,000 ever asked me about 
tort reform or workers’ 
comp or issues related to 
how we draw our map and 
term limits.” Rauner’s 
push for those issues are 
holding up a state budget, 
Kennedy said, and have 
created “a statewide eco-
nomic disaster.”

AARON DeGROOT, spokes-
man for the state GOP, 
said: “As one of MIKE 
MADIGAN’s candidates for 
governor, it’s no surprise 
to see Chris Kennedy 
already siding with trial 
lawyers, government 
insiders and special inter-
ests. ... If Illinois voters like 
Mike Madigan, they’ll love 
Chris Kennedy.”

Kennedy, who said the 
only person he got permis-
sion to run from was his 
wife, said Rauner forces 
linking so many of their 
political opponents to 
Madigan — the state Dem-
ocratic Party chairman — is 
“insulting to me individu-
ally, it’s insulting to every 
member of the Kennedy 
family, and it’s insult-
ing, most importantly, to 
voters in Illinois.”

The boot
A 1978 Jeep with Cana-

dian license plates from 
that year was parked 

near the 
Sangamon 
County 
Complex 
last week, 
complete 
with a 
metal 

“boot” attached by the 
city to get payment for 
past fines.

KENT GRAY, a Leland 
Grove lawyer running for 
re-election to the District 

3 spot on Lincoln Land 
Community College board 
in the April 4 election, is 
owner of the car.

Gray noted that Illinois 
law allows the owner of 
certain antique vehicles 
to display any histori-
cal plates from the car’s 
model year, as long as the 
valid Illinois plates are 
kept in the car. Gray said 
some tickets he’s gotten 
have been wrongly written 
for lack of registration, 
and others have been 
written on cars he doesn’t 
own, apparently with 
similar plate numbers. 
While he’s challenging 
those fines, he also paid 
$265 on Friday to get the 
car released.

He said he found the ’78 
plates from the Canadian 
territory of Yukon on the 
internet.

He also owns a 1961 
Triumph, a 1970 Buick 
convertible and a 1990 
Bentley.

“They’re all paid off,” he 
said. “I like old cars.”

Springfield city Trea-
surer MISTY BUSCHER said 
citizens with unpaid fines 
are notified of a right to 
a hearing, and her office 
works to “avoid the boot 
process,” which can kick 
in at the $100 level.

Gray said it was a busy 
week — he spent part of his 
time helping COREY LEWAN-
DOWSKI, keynoter at the 
Sangamon County GOP’s 
Lincoln Day Dinner, get 
around Springfield. Gray 
was Illinois and Missouri 
state director for Trump 
during the primary season. 
He’s being challenged for 
his nonpartisan LLCC 
post by Springfield lawyer 
GORDON GATES.

Looking to 2018
Rauner, at that GOP 

dinner, said Republicans 
“are going to be the lead-
ing party in the state with 
outstanding candidates 
for office who are going 
to win election in 2018, 
and we are going to lead 
our state to a great era of 
prosperity and growth and 
jobs for everybody and the 
best schools in America in 
every neighborhood.”

Rauner did not mention 
Trump in his speech.

—Contact Bernard 
Schoenburg: bernard.
schoenburg@sj-r.com, 
788-1540, twitter.com/
bschoenburg.

Kennedy on high schools: Where is outrage?
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“The state needs to step in. What is the 
economic impact of having all of those people 
unable to take care of themselves? Where is 
the moral outrage in the community?”
—Chris Kennedy
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I sn’t it nice that sena-
tors and representatives
came together last week

to welcome the Chicago
Cubs’ World Series trophy
when it appeared at the
Statehouse? They filed into 
the House to laud the Cub-
bies, smiling as they took
pictures with the trophy and
Cubs great Ryne Sandberg.

One would have hoped
that seeing a tangible
achievement of what can
happen when a group
of people actually work 
together to accomplish a
goal might have been an
inspiration to get their own 
act together.

But this is the Illinois
Statehouse, so we know 
better. It’s not surprising
then that what needed to 
make an appearance last 
week — but didn’t — was 
any visible effort to keep the
Senate’s “grand bargain”
budget proposal on a path
toward passage.

Senate President John
Cullerton, D-Chicago, and
Senate Minority Leader
Christine Radogno, R-Lem-
ont, who had been working
for months on a bipartisan 
compromise to end the 
budget impasse now in its 
21st month, started calling
the 12 interlocking bills for 
a vote Feb. 28. Five passed,
but that effort faltered the 
next day when Gov. Bruce 
Rauner’s office said more 
work was “needed to achieve 
a good deal for taxpayers.” 
All Republicans but Radogno 
indicated they would not 
vote for the remaining seven 
bills.

If Republicans wanted
changes, last week was the 
time to discuss them, reach
a compromise and get those
measures approved and 
over to the House, where an 
equally challenging battle to
get the deal approved awaits.

So what are they waiting
for? If they need motivation, 
it’s not like the week wasn’t 
filled with fresh, even worse 
news about the state of Illi-
nois’ finances.

The State’s Comprehen-
sive Annual Financial Report
found that the state wrapped 
up the fiscal year ending June 
30, 2016, with a General
Fund deficit of $9.6 billion. 
That was up $2.7 billion from
fiscal year 2015. The Com-
mission on Government 
Forecasting and Account-
ability showed that next 
year’s revenues are coming 
in at $329 million less than
the governor’s forecast of 
$32.7 billion. That means 
Rauner’s proposed budget
for fiscal year 2018 now has 
about a $4.9 billion shortfall.

Moody’s jumped in
with a report that said the 
impasse continues to hurt
Illinois’ public universities’ 
and community colleges’ 
credit, and predicted more 

cuts there. Governors State 
already announced it’s going 
to hike tuition 15 percent and 
cut 22 programs.

Apparently, that was not
enough to get lawmakers 
running toward a compro-
mise. Can someone please
make some “missing” post-
ers for the elusive effort and 
political courage it’s going to 
take to make that happen? 
Maybe elected officials will
catch a glimpse of them in
between their acts of politi-
cal theater, of which there 
was plenty last week.

Rauner and Comptrol-
ler Susana Mendoza went
back and forth about which
fund should be used to pay 
about 600 CMS workers; the 
matter is now in court, wast-
ing time, energy and money
on something that reason-
able adults should have and
could have settled with a 
phone call. Rauner accused
House Speaker Michael 
Madigan of coordinating 
with Attorney General Lisa
Madigan and Mendoza to 
shut down government. 
Rauner has demanded 
more cuts in the “grand
bargain” but his own depart-
ment heads were unable or
unwilling during commit-
tee hearings to articulate
where their budgets could be 
trimmed.

And the fight over a $215
million payment to Chi-
cago Public Schools was 
renewed after Rauner met
with Chance the Rapper, an
unexpected but surprisingly
effective player in the bud-
getary games last week.

The 23-year-old suc-
cinctly summed up the 
process with his tweet of 
“This whole (expletive)
thing is embarrassing, to be 
honest.”

Not embarrassing enough
yet, apparently, for state 
officials.

Cullerton and Radogno
did the heavy lifting with 
creating the framework and 
first drafts of the “grand 
bargain.” Senate Demo-
crats were ready to take the 
tough votes. The rest of the 
players need to meet them
the last few yards. We’re
past the days when Rauner
wasn’t involved in these 
negotiations. If the governor 
wants changes, he should be 
meeting with Cullerton and 
Radogno to get a deal done.

How horrendous do these 
numbers have to get before 
lawmakers get serious about 
taking action? The house is 
on fire, and lawmakers are
arguing over who struck the
first match instead of reach-
ing for a hose to put out the 
flames.

Whoever winds up declar-
ing themselves the political 
winner in this battle is going 
to be presiding over the
ashes of a state burned to the 
ground as they squabbled.
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“The Journal paper
was always my friend...”
— A. Lincoln, June 18, 1864

“We want the Register to 
be the people’s paper.”
— Publisher’s statement June 19, 1881

W hen President 
DONALD TRUMP
recently tweeted

that he won’t be attending
the White House Corre-
spondents’ Dinner this year,
it means he won’t be in the 
same room at the April 29
event when, presumably, 
somebody will be poking
fun at him.

But the announcement 
reminded me of a long
Springfield tradition of 
Gridiron dinners — politi-
cian roasts presented by
reporters — that ended 
more than two decades ago.

CHARLES WHEELER III, a
former Chicago Sun-Times 
Statehouse reporter who 
runs the Public Affairs 
Reporting master’s degree
program at the University 
of Illinois Springfield, is
past president of the Illinois 
Legislative Correspondents
Association. The ILCA
raised money for journal-
ism causes through those 
shows, and some was put in
funds still used for schol-
arships and student trips, 
he said. He recalls the first 
events in the early 1970s 
being smaller roasts, but 
they grew to shows that 
would draw nearly 1,000 
people. They ended in the
mid-1990s, he said, when
lawmakers no longer had 
planned sessions in June.

“It was tough, but it 
wasn’t really mean-spir-
ited,” Wheeler said, “and 
the people who got poked
fun at, I think, enjoyed the
fact that they were getting 
the attention.”

But the humor sometimes
could be harsh.

TAYLOR PENSONEAU of New 
Berlin, co-author of “DAN 
WALKER: The Glory and 
the Tragedy,” a biogra-
phy of the late Democratic 
governor, recalls that 
Walker would only attend
at the insistence of his press 
secretary.

“Witnesses still insisted
years later that Walker, 
unable to suppress his
anger, bit through more 
than one pipe stem as he
watched the elite of Illinois
officialdom, mainly himself, 
ridiculed unmercifully each 
year in searing songs and
skits written and performed
by the reporters,” according 
to the book.

DAVE URBANEK, who 
worked as state govern-
ment editor in Springfield 
for The Daily Herald before 
becoming press secretary 
to Gov. GEORGE RYAN and is
now director of commu-
nications for the Teachers’ 
Retirement System, recalls 

counting Democrats and
Republicans as scripts were
written.

“You wanted to make it as 
even-handed as you could,”
Urbanek said.

Each year at the show,
the press awarded one 
politician a three-foot-long
plastic pickle as a booby 
prize. It went, for example,
to House Speaker MICHAEL
MADIGAN, D-Chicago, in
1986 for things including
his role in the Democratic 
gubernatorial primary loss 
that year of ADLAI STEVENSON 
III to a follower of political
extremist LYNDON LaROUCHE. 
Madigan was out of town at
a fundraiser, so Stevenson 
accepted the award for him.

Also on the program each 
year was a response to the 
press from a politician.

In 1986, then-Secretary
of State JIM EDGAR, known
for being straight-laced and 
a teetotaler, was a “smash,”
according to an account by 
BASIL TALBOTT JR. of the Sun-
Times. He described how
Edgar “walked on stage all
mussed up. He wore a plaid
jacket, loud tie, blue jeans 
and white socks with gym
shoes. Edgar said he wanted
to look like a reporter. ... He
talked about the wild night
he and his wife, BRENDA, had 
when they cracked open
a couple of root beers and
stayed up way after 9:30
p.m.”

Edgar, who later served
two terms as governor, told
me last week he thinks the
Gridirons were fun and good
for relationships.

“I think it goes a long way 
to making it easier to make
the tough compromises
later,” he said. “That’s one
of the big things that’s miss-
ing in Springfield today. ...
You don’t get together in
a social setting and relax.
... It’s a huge problem
in Washington, and it’s 
become, in the last 20 years,
a problem in Springfield.”

His 1986 rebuttal, Edgar 
said, “broke the ice” with
some people including
reporters he didn’t know
well, and in general gave 
people a different view of 
him, leading to “a lot more
relaxed relationships.”

With the smaller press 
corps, don’t look for a

return of the Gridiron in 
Springfield any time soon. 
And the seven-or-so shows 
I was in were probably
enough for me.

Edgar wasn’t sure if such 
programs could help in the
current atmosphere.

“I’m not sure anybody in 
the governor’s office has a
sense of humor,” he said,
“and I’m not sure that a
lot of the legislators have a 
sense of humor about the
governor anymore.” Still, 
Edgar said, “It’d be nice to 
have something to break the 
ice.”

There is still a Wash-
ington Gridiron, and LYNN
SWEET of the Sun-Times T
— who once worked in 
Springfield — reported 
recently she is president of 
the Gridiron club in D.C.,
and Vice President MIKE
PENCE and House MinorityE
Leader NANCY PELOSI were 
among headliners. But that
program hasn’t gotten the 
national attention of the 
annual White House Cor-
respondents’ Association 
event.

While the Springfield 
Gridiron is gone, the 
Conference of Women 
Legislators does produce a 
show of skits called Capitol 
Capers every other year 
in Springfield, and many
lawmakers — men included
— participate. It’s planned 
for May 10 this year. Pro-
ceeds go to scholarships
and leadership training for
women.

Perhaps they’ll be able to 
sing about the done-deal
“grand bargain.” Or maybe 
not.

‘Pants on fire’fi
Politifact Illinois last 

week found that Gov. BRUCE
RAUNER’s claim that he
presented a balanced budget
this spring gets a “Pants on 
Fire” rating.

That rating on PolitiFact’s 
“Truth-O-Meter” is used,
the national PolitiFact orga-
nization says, when “Theww
statement is not accurate 
and makes a ridiculous 
claim.”

Among findings of the
report on Reboot Illinois is
that while Rauner claimed
in his budget address last
month that his plan was 
balanced, included in the
budget book he released
is a line that says $4.57
billion comes from “work-
ing together on a grand
bargain.”

“A so-called grand bar-
gain compromise, though, 
has not been achieved
or enacted,” stated the

report from PolitiFact
Illinois — a collaboration
between PolitiFact and 
Reboot. “Illinois govern-
ment finance experts agree
Rauner’s proposal is not 
balanced.”

The report states that
Rauner’s office referred
questions about the “bal-
anced claim” to the state
GOP, and Republican
Party spokesman STEVEN 
YAFFE said: “As stated 
in his budget address,
Governor Rauner’s plan 
to balance the budget 
includes freezing property 
taxes, capping spending, 
paying down the debt, 
and term-limiting career
politicians.”

Dad and journalist
Condolences to Associ-

ate Judge BRIAN OTWELL
of Rochester and his
family on the death of his 
father, RALPH OTWELL, on
Wednesday.

The elder Otwell, an
Evanston resident who 
was 90, had retired in 
1984 as editor of the
Chicago Sun-Times when 
RUPERT MURDOCK boughtK
the newspaper.

Ralph Otwell considered 
starting another Chicago 
newspaper, but couldn’t 
get enough resources to
found a “worthy” enough 
publication, his son said.
Among the Army veteran’s
activities in recent years
was teaching classes in a 
“learning in retirement”
program at Northwest-
ern University. He was a
graduate of the university 
and had met his wife, 
Janet, there. JANET OTWELL
was an Illinois Department
on Aging director who 
died in 2015 at age 86.

“His favorite thing was 
watching the Sunday news 
programs and railing at 
the recent election,” Judge 
Otwell said of his father,
who was a registered 
Democrat.

“He was a great dad,” he 
added.

Among surviving family 
members are 3-year-old
great-granddaughter 
BERNADETTE OTWELL-ROGERS
of Springfield. Her parents
are NPR Illinois journal-
ist RACHEL OTWELL — theL
judge’s daughter — and
her husband, ERIC ROGERS.
A memorial service will be
May 7 in Evanston.

— Contact Bernard 
Schoenburg: bernard.
schoenburg@sj-r.com,
788-1540, twitter.com/
bschoenburg.

Gridiron shows eased tensions, but long gone
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