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The Times adheres to a centrist, common-sense editorial stance, and both conservative and 
liberal readers found appeals for local-level school reforms they could comfortably support. A 
common thread weaves the selected editorials together — regardless of the day's topic, the 
Times calls for officials to respect the dignity and individual rights of each student.  

 

Against the backdrop of an increasingly polarized world, the newspaper found ways to 
challenge partisan paradigms and unite parents, local leaders and community members to 
improve educational conditions for Wilson County students. 
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Thought for today
What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what 

no human mind has conceived — (are) the things God has 
prepared for those who love him. (1 corinthians 2:9)

prayer: Thank you, God, for tenderly caring for us. open our 
hearts to the surprise with which you bless us. amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Corey Friedman   editor

T
he schoolhouse ru-
mor mill was wrong 
about Sean Bulson.

Wilson County 
Schools’ outgoing 

superintendent, who departs 
at month’s end after five years, 
worked to reduce student sus-
pensions by empowering prin-
cipals to make local decisions 
for their schools and discour-
aging severe punishments for 
petty dress code infractions.

For this, he earned a reputa-
tion as a coddler of trouble-
makers who was soft on school 
discipline. That label is unde-
served.

Bulson acknowledges sus-
pension and expulsion are ap-
propriate penalties for serious 
matters, but advised his princi-
pals to use discretion instead of 
relying on zero-tolerance poli-
cies — those well-intentioned 
lines in the sand that often 
produce absurd and disastrous 
results.

Touted as a tough, no-non-
sense stance, zero-tolerance 
rules forbid administrators 
from taking individual circum-
stances into account. They 
always sound better in the 
abstract than when they’re ap-
plied in the real world.

Under loosely written zero-
tolerance policies, American 
students have been suspended 
for bringing butter knives to 
the cafeteria and having nail 
clippers in their backpacks.

Their offense? Possession of 
a weapon on school grounds. 
Don’t you feel safer?

In Louisiana, a middle-
schooler was expelled in 2007 
for offering a fellow student 
Midol, a safe, over-the-counter 
medication that relives symp-
toms of PMS. 

She was caught violating the 
school’s anti-drug directive. 
Is that really what the local 
school board had in mind? 

Zero-tolerance policies result 
in draconian punishments for 
honest mistakes and minor 
misdeeds. They are broad and 
overzealous. Bulson was right 
to discredit them.

Administrators should have 
latitude to set penalties propor-
tional to the nature and level of 
the offense. When school sys-
tems take that flexibility away, 
“no nonsense” often becomes 
“no sense.”

Our outgoing superintendent 
also opposed the doling out 
of three-day suspensions for 
students caught violating the 
dress code for the first time. 
That practice was clearly over-
kill, the equivalent of swatting 
a fly with an anvil.

He cited two examples: Un-
tucked shirts and “unnatural” 
hair color. Neither interferes 
with schools’ mission of teach-
ing young adults how to learn 
and think for themselves.

Dress codes should be nar-
rowly tailored to ensure that 
students’ attire is safe and does 
not disrupt the educational 
environment. That is their only 
legitimate purpose. Govern-
ment officials — which public-
school administrators are — 
should not be arbiters of style 
and taste.  Rules must allow for 
students to express themselves 
within reasonable limits. 

We aren’t keen on turning 
teachers and principals into 
fashion police.  Every minute 
of class time spent fretting over 
fabric is a minute educators 
aren’t teaching and students 
aren’t learning.

If Bulson was slow to sus-
pend, that’s because he un-
derstands that Wilson County 
Schools can’t impart knowl-
edge to students barred from 
the classroom. Out-of-school 
suspensions result in students 
falling behind in their work. 
Some never catch up.

Kids from single-parent 
households or those with two 
working parents are left to 
their own devices when they’re 
suspended from school. Not 
only are they not learning, but 
some spend that idle time com-
mitting crime or experiment-
ing with drugs. While schools 
aren’t responsible for those 
poor decisions, they become an 
enabler when the suspension is 
unreasonable or unwarranted.

Bulson favors progressive 
discipline, with punishments 
starting out small and increas-
ing with the frequency and 
severity of the offense. That 
sounds pretty sensible to us.

For drugs, weapons and 
violence, suspension and ex-
pulsion are usually the correct 
response. For most lesser of-
fenses, detention or in-school 
suspension is the reasonable 
route.

The window of the superin-
tendent’s office looks out over 
the Wilson County Jail’s back-
door. While Bulson has occu-
pied that office, the specter of 
the school-to-prison pipeline 
has loomed large.

Students expelled and given 
long-term suspensions have a 
tough time earning their high 
school diploma. Dropouts are 
often unable to find stable em-
ployment to provide for them-
selves. Some end up in the jail 
across from Wilson County 
Schools’ administrative build-
ing.

Bulson has been shrewd, not 
soft, when it comes to school 
discipline. He’s set an example 
of good leadership, delegating 
more authority to principals 
and de-emphasizing rigid rules 
short on sense and long on 
punishment.

It’s an example his successor, 
incoming Superintendent Lane 
Mills, would do well to follow.

I can’t re-
member exactly 
what time my 
bedtime was as 
a child. I know 
I always went 
to bed missing 
something spec-
tacular, because 
the adults were 
always anxious 
to get us kids to 

bed. And asleep. Right now. 
We were told we didn’t need 

anything to drink and we just 
went to the bathroom and it 
wasn’t too hot or too cold in the 
room. We had plenty of pillows 
and blankets and we could not 
stay up just five more minutes. 

My brother and I would lie 
awake in our beds and toss 
things at each other until one of 
us would eventually fall asleep. 
Eventually, our mother bought 
us a small black-and-white 
television for our room and that 
was the end of everything. Now, 
we could watch TV all night. Or 
so we thought.

We did not realize the glow 
of the television could be seen 
from pretty much anywhere 
in the house. Not to mention 
the fact that our mother could 
actually hear whatever we were 
watching regardless of the level 
of volume. 

I can’t imagine why we fought 
sleep so much when we were 
young. There are more than 
enough instances where I think 
that I could use more sleep. I 
leave for work at 7 a.m. and get 
home at 7 p.m. I barely have 
enough time for dinner and a 
little family time before it’s time 
to go to bed. 

Usually, there is some diffi-
culty falling asleep. It’s not easy 
to wind down after a very active 
day.

I remember being a kid and 
hearing of this magical person 
called Johnny Carson. 

Johnny Carson, whoever he 
was, knew everyone and did 
everything. All I knew was I 
wanted to grow up soon so I 
could be old enough to stay 

up when Johnny Carson came 
over. The grownups talked 
about Johnny Carson all the 
time. Johnny would only come 
over when the kids were sound 
asleep, I thought. He knew fa-
mous people and I figured one 
day I would be old enough to 
stay up when Johnny brought 
Burt Reynolds over. 

I remember being able to stay 
up late on special occasions. 
When my mother went out, my 
brother and I could stay up until 
11 o’clock and watch television 
with our grandparents. TV got 
much cooler after 9 p.m. and 
soon we looked forward to stay-
ing up on the weekends and see 
our favorite shows. 

Soon, I found out that Johnny 
Carson was a guy on TV and 
not someone who all the grown-
ups knew. 

As I got older, bedtimes 
grew later and more flexible. 
By the time I was a teenager, 
my parents had pretty much 
figured out that I would go to 
sleep when I was tired and the 
consequences would speak 
for themselves. I would like to 
take this opportunity, 30 years 
later, to apologize to Mr. Sea-
man, my ninth-grade earth 
science teacher, for taking a 
not-so-discreet cat nap during a 
filmstrip presentation on plate 
tectonics. I would also like to 
thank my friend John Adams 
for poking me a few times to 
keep me mostly awake. John 
and I are still friends to this day 
and he might be thrilled to see 
his name in the newspaper. 

As a father, I discovered the 
true difficulty of trying to get a 
child to sleep when you have 
something that needs to get 
done. I found out soon enough 
that when an infant or tod-
dler should be asleep, they are 
awake. When they should be 
awake, they are asleep. 

As above, I would like apolo-
gize to another fine man, the 
pastor who christened our 
younger daughter, who was 
able to perform the entire 
ceremony while our daughter 

snored like a small electric 
chainsaw in a pretty dress. I 
would also like to apologize for 
my father-in-law, who should 
have known what a good bed-
time was for himself, but falls 
into a deep slumber the mo-
ment he enters a house of God. 

I have a pretty regimented 
evening routine. I have, even 
at my age, a set bedtime. I am 
big on routine and my day job 
requires me to be alert at all 
times. I am usually in bed no 
later than 10 p.m. on week-
nights. Weekends are a free-for-
all. Some weekend nights, I am 
in bed by 9. Others, I might stay 
up until well past 2. I still get up 
early on the weekends, though, 
because I don’t believe in wast-
ing a day. 

My wife is always asleep 
before I am and I have to find 
something to drown out the 
noise of her snoring. She claims 
that she doesn’t snore and I 
have told her time and time 
again that she does. I think I am 
going to have to get some kind 
of recording device and record 
her snoring and play it back to 
her. 

She says I snore. I know I 
snore. My own snoring woke 
me up once. This is a true story. 
I don’t know how it happened, 
but it did. Perhaps a sleep ex-
pert could explain it. My wife 
said I swallowed a trombone 
before I went to bed. I told her 
she was no less of a trombone 
herself. 

She didn’t say she was mad at 
me, but she made grilled cheese 
sandwiches for dinner the fol-
lowing evening and didn’t put 
any cheese on mine. 

I probably have a lot more to 
say on the subject, but as the 
time of this writing it is almost 
my bedtime. I need to get to 
sleep before my wife gets out 
the trombone.

Joe Weaver, a native of Bal-
timore, is a husband, father, 
pawnbroker and gun collector. 
From his home in New Bern, 
he writes on the lighter side of 
family life.
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t
wo Hunt High 
School sophomores 
crossed the line last 
week in a dust-up 
with the principal 

and scuffle with the school re-
source officer. That fact is not 
in dispute. 

But did Principal Eddie 
Doll shout at a special needs 
student, as she, her sister and 
her mother contend? And 
did Deputy Brandon Hick-
man use an appropriate level 
of force to arrest the twin 
16-year-old girls?

The answers to those ques-
tions aren’t objectively clear 
and never will be. There were 
no impartial witnesses. There 
was no school surveillance 
video. There was no body 
camera video.

People will be left to weigh 
Carisa and Teresa Ayungua’s 
version of events against the 
official accounts given by Wil-
son County Schools and the 
Wilson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and decide for themselves 
whether this was a clear-cut 
case of student aggression or 
whether there was fault on 
both sides.

Carisa, a student in the 
exceptional children’s pro-
gram, said Doll escorted her 
to his office after a teacher 
overheard her using vulgar 
language. She said she was 
upset because she’d been un-
able to reach her mother after 
the school was evacuated 
during a false bomb threat on 
Sept. 29.

April Ayungua, the twins’ 
mother, said Carisa suffers 
from panic attacks during 
stressful situations. Carisa 
claims her treatment in the 
principal’s office ratcheted 
up the stress to a level she 
couldn’t handle, causing her to 
lash out and shove Doll away.

We will not excuse or con-
done a student striking a 
teacher or administrator for 
any reason. That is wrong, full 
stop. 

There’s no way to indepen-
dently determine whether 
Doll shouted or even raised 
his voice; whether he was giv-
ing a fatherly lecture or dol-
ing out draconian discipline. 
That’s a problem.

Any space where school 
officials meet with students 
privately should have sur-
veillance cameras recording 
video and audio. That protects 
both educators and students 
by documenting words spo-
ken and actions taken.

School resource officers 
perform vital roles of mentor-
ship, deterrence and enforce-
ment at Wilson County’s 
public high schools, and we 

applaud their service. But 
with this resource at their dis-
posal, administrators can too 
easily pass the buck for child 
discipline to the grownup 
criminal justice system. 

A shove is an assault in the 
eyes of the law, but was filing 
a criminal charge against a 
16-year-old with emotional 
disabilities really the right 
thing to do? We’re nostalgic 
for the days when that kind of 
teenage tantrum would land 
a student in detention rather 
than jail.

When your only tool is a 
hammer, every problem looks 
like a nail. And when there’s 
a cop around the corner at 
every high school, what used 
to be called misbehavior is too 
often cast as crime. 

Carisa and Teresa Ayungua 
also face charges for assault-
ing Hickman. The sheriff’s 
office says they attacked him 
when he entered the princi-
pal’s office, while the Ayun-
gua sisters contend he initi-
ated physical force against 
them and they flailed their 
arms and legs in self-defense.

Again, two conflicting ac-
counts and no objective way 
to reconcile them. 

School resource officers 
should be equipped with 
body-worn cameras to record 
any interactions where force 
is used against a student. If 
the use of force is reasonable 
and necessary, that video foot-
age will shield officers from 
false complaints. It will also 
provide evidence when stu-
dents assault the officers.

If resource officers escalate 
rather than defuse a conflict 
by getting grabby without 
legal grounds, the cameras 
would be rolling then, too. We 
don’t believe this is often, if 
ever, the case, but absent hard 
proof, how can anyone know 
for sure?

Of course, thanks to North 
Carolina’s reprehensible body 
camera secrecy law, members 
of the public will not have ac-
cess to the videos. But investi-
gators, judges and juries will.

We urge the Wilson County 
Board of Education to adopt 
surveillance camera and 
body camera policies for our 
schools without delay. Our 
elected school board mem-
bers should not be content to 
take administrators’ word as 
gospel where conflicting ac-
counts of student discipline 
are concerned. They should 
trust and verify.

A vote for video reflects a 
commitment to the unvar-
nished truth. We expect noth-
ing less from Wilson County 
Schools.

inequality still an 
American problem

“America’s great-
ness outweighs 
past injustices” 
(Tom Haitema, 

Sept. 21) is a joke. I 
never said America was 
not great — just not 
great for all.  When you 
are born with inherent 
privilege some choose 
to not understand, 
ignore or use tunnel vi-
sion to what is going on 
around them. Freeing 
the slave was a result 
of the Civil War, not 
the cause. America has 
never done anything but 

to help her. No mater 
the cost to others.   

Let’s not have selective mem-
ories. You can’t show a case 
from the 1865 to 1990 were a 
white person was convicted 
for lynching a black person in 
the Deep South, if not all of 
America. The citizens who led 
the mobs by night were often 
the police, mayors, judges and 
even pastors by day. I hope you 
are not ignorant to this fact; if 
so, please Google it. 

Today’s justice system is 
not the same for all. Persons 
of color are given longer sen-
tences for the same offenses 
as whites, as much as 19.5 per-
cent, and that is also a fact you 
can Google. 

What’s good in America is 
that after being enslaved, liv-
ing through the Jim Crow era, 
being made to walk thousands 
of miles and your main source 

of survival slaughtered, all 
these groups chose to fight for 
America. Not only did they 
fight, they were the best of the 
best despite racism and bigotry. 
These men and women fought 
and laid down their lives that 
what’s great about America. I 
often heard growing up “black 
go back, brown hang around, 
white all right.” The president 
is not ashamed of America, nor 
am I, just the way it still treats 
some of it citizens. Many peo-
ple do not have an issue with 
the president or his agendas; 
rather, it is his skin color. 

My fear is not being killed 
for my political views; it is 
for DWB in America. If you 
don’t know what DWB means, 
Google it. America will only 
become great when all citizens 
are finally seen and treated as 
equals. 
Donald speight
Wilson

This morning, 
I was reading a 
blog entry written 
by a high school 
friend who is a 
big-time televi-
sion personality 
in Atlanta. In her 
blog, hilariously 
detailed, was 
her claim that 

she had failed as a parent. Not 
overall, but in one instance. One 
remarkably ridiculous and eye-
opening instance. 

She had allowed her young son 
and a friend to watch a superhero 
movie that was wholly inap-
propriate for his age group, one 
liberally peppered with profanity, 
graphic violence and nudity. To 
sum it up, it was just the movie 
a preteen boy would like to see. 
The fact that he was able to watch 
it with his mother’s blessing 
made it even better. Never once 
did he, nor his friend, question 
his mother’s decision. This was 
gonna be great. 

You see, my dear friend is not 
a terrible parent. From what I 
have read in her blog and seen 
in her personal online posts, she 
is a wonderful parent. She is 
able to provide for her children 
a good and stable life full of love 
and happiness. She is also very 
human. Sometimes, folks, we hu-
mans can be stupid.

My daughters are older now 
and well past childhood. My 
younger daughter is 16 and my 
older daughter is in her twen-
ties and a mother herself. She is 
realizing now that parenting is a 
largely “seat-of-your-pants” ad-
venture and whatever handbook 
was written for it was lost genera-
tions ago. I don’t know of anyone 

in recent memory who has read 
the elusive handbook for parent-
ing, but I am sure it was no one 
of my parents generation or their 
parents’ generation before them. 

We parents have all done the 
one thing we instantly regret. For 
me, it was taking an excitable 
6-year-old for a treat. At Star-
bucks. 

I singlehandedly fueled a 
6-year-old female rocket with a 
double mocha frappacino. Once 
that kid was in a whipped cream-
enhanced orbit, there was no 
bringing her down. Covered in 
chocolate shavings and wound 
tighter than the cables on a sus-
pension bridge, my daughter was 
an elementary school version of 
Al Pacino in the last ten minutes 
of “Scarface.” 

My wife reminds me of this 
weekly. I counterpoint with the 
incident where my wife packed 
up our then-infant daughter in 
her carrier, walked to the car, put 
the diaper bag and her purse in 
the car and drove to the end of 
the street before realizing one im-
portant thing. Our daughter was 
safely secured in her carrier, but 
the carrier, daughter included, 
was safely sitting on our living 
room floor. 

We were at a party at a friend’s 
house a number of years ago. 
There were children everywhere. 
One of our friends’ sons was 
thirsty, and his grandmother was 
giving him glass after glass of 
orange juice. When asked where 
the orange juice was coming 
from, the boy’s grandmother 
told everyone it was from the 
pitcher in the fridge. The only is-
sue with the pitcher in the fridge 
was it was filled to the brim with 
pre-prepared mimosas and this 

4-year-old boy had consumed 
enough booze to make Dean 
Martin call for a cab.

We are not perfect parents. Our 
parents were not perfect parents. 
Our children will not be perfect 
parents. 

My friend who allowed her son 
to watch a movie with mature 
content will not be taken away 
by the authorities. When her son 
is 30, he will love to tell the story 
of how his mother let him watch 
a movie with breasts and the “F-
word” in it. When I was his age, I 
had to sneak into a movie theater 
to see breasts and hear the “F-
word.” 

I know he might be thinking 
that seeing the DVD was awe-
some, but let me tell you some-
thing, young man. It’s better on 
the big screen. 

We have all had that moment 
when we question our judgment 
and our skill as parents. No kid 
ever became the devil after see-
ing a breast in a movie. I have hit 
my thumb with enough hammers 
for my daughters to know the “F-
word” is said by adults. This is not 
the end of the world. 

If you chug a beer while driving 
your daughter to preschool, you 
are a lousy parent. If you acciden-
tally let them see some breasts 
in an action movie, you are not a 
lousy parent. In fact, your young 
son probably thinks you are Par-
ent of the Year. 

In a few years, when he is a 
teenager, remember this. For the 
length of the average movie, you 
were the Greatest Mom on Earth.

Joe Weaver, a native of Balti-
more, is a husband, father, pawn-
broker and gun collector. From 
his home in New Bern, he writes 
on the lighter side of family life.
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thought for today
in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 

member belongs to all the others. (romans 12:5)

prayer: Dear God, help us always to remember our 
connection to the entire body of christ. amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Keven Zepezauer   General Manager

Corey Friedman   editor
Lisa Boykin Batts   associate editor
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u
nintended conse-
quences of federal 
school nutrition 
policies are stand-
ing in the way 

of local officials’ efforts to 
curb child hunger in Wilson 
County.

Our public school system 
has asked the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s permis-
sion to allow schools to serve 
second helpings at lunch fol-
lowing a unanimous vote at 
the Wilson County Board of 
Education’s Monday meeting.

“There is a lot of hunger in 
the area and there are a lot 
of students who might want 
a second meal, but because 
of restrictions and guidelines 
set by the federal govern-
ment, we are not able to pro-
vide that with charging an a-
la-carte cost to that student,” 
Chairwoman Christine Fitch 
told the board in September.

Hunger has long been an 
issue of public concern here. 
More than one in four chil-
dren — 28.5 percent — are 
considered food-insecure. 
More than half of all public 
school students qualify for 
free or reduced-price meals.

Beyond existing federal 
and state programs adminis-
tered by the county Depart-
ment of Social Services, the 
private sector has led the 
charge when it comes to 
feeding Wilson’s hungry. The 
nonprofit Opportunities In-
dustrialization Center holds 
quarterly food distributions, 
local churches and food pan-
tries pitch in and the commu-
nity group Children’s Hunger 
Elimination of Wilson, or 
CHEW, formed to help feed 
kids from struggling families.

Wilson County Schools saw 
a lingering need and engi-
neered a way to help meet it. 
School board members de-
serve credit for taking a pro-
active step toward alleviating 
child hunger.

That step is tenuous, how-
ever, because it requires fed-
eral permission. The USDA 
sets the rules for school nu-
trition as authorized by the 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids 
Act of 2010.

While Washington may 
control the purse strings, 
decisions as to whether chil-
dren can be served additional 
helpings should be made by 
local school boards. It’s gall-
ing, mystifying and bizarre 
that Wilson County must ap-
peal to federal bureaucrats 
in order to make more nutri-
tious food available to the 
students who need it most.

We can’t predict whether 

the USDA will approve or de-
ny our school board’s request 
— or whether the letter will 
be placed on the shelf. Today, 
we call on our congressmen 
to reach across the aisle and 
work together to support this 
worthy initiative.

U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield, 
a Wilson native, chairs the 
Congressional Black Caucus, 
co-chairs the Out-of-Poverty 
Caucus and serves as the 
House Democrats’ chief 
deputy whip. The 1st Con-
gressional District stalwart 
certainly has the clout to 
bring child hunger issues to 
the forefront.

U.S. Rep. George Hold-
ing, who was elected this 
month to his second term 
and now represents the 2nd 
Congressional District, is 
a member of the powerful 
Ways and Means Committee 
and returns to Capitol Hill 
as a respected Republican 
lawmaker with his freshman 
term under his belt.

Butterfield and Holding 
should publicly announce 
their support for Wilson 
County Schools’ request and 
lobby USDA officials for an 
affirmative response. 

They also should spon-
sor bipartisan legislation 
that would give all public 
schools the option to serve 
lunchroom leftovers. Wilson 
County appears to be the 
trailblazer here, but other 
school districts throughout 
the nation should enjoy the 
same autonomy and flexibil-
ity that our own school board 
seeks.

The Wilson County Board 
of Education has done its 
part. Now it’s up to the 
USDA — and ultimately, to 
the Congress that controls 
it — whether students who 
don’t have enough to eat at 
home will be able to take ex-
tra servings to the lunchroom 
table.

We encourage parents, 
teachers and students to 
contact their representatives 
in support of Wilson County 
Schools’ request.

Reach Butterfield’s constit-
uent services staff at his Wil-
son district office, 216 Nash 
St. NE, Suite B, 252-237-
9816, or send an online mes-
sage by filling out the form at 
https://butterfield.house.gov/
contact/email-me.

Reach Holding’s con-
stituent services staff at his 
Raleigh district office, 3725 
National Drive, Suite 101, 
919-782-4400, or send an on-
line message at https://hold-
ing.house.gov/contact/.

pray for trump to 
fulfill God’s plan

With God, 
all things 
are possi-
ble. (Mark 

10:27)  
Freedom, truth and justice 

prevailed when Donald Trump 
was elected president of the 
United States of America on 
Nov. 8.  People prayed and God 
answered with His mercy and 
grace. Thank you, dear heav-
enly Father, for hearing our 
prayers.  To You be the glory, 
honor and praise.

I just want to finish by say-
ing this is the first time in my 
lifetime a president has refused 
to take a salary. Donald Trump 
is a man with a very big heart. 
Let’s keep him in our prayers 

as he fulfills God’s plan to make 
America great again.  
eileen Campbell
Wilson

unC has been 
transparent, 
accountable

Your Nov. 17 
guest editorial, 
“UNC keeps 
public in the 

dark on fake-class scan-
dal,” missed the point.

Carolina has long acknowl-
edged the issues with improper 
classes and the steps we’ve taken 
to address those issues. We’ve 
cooperated fully with the NCAA 
and will continue to do so. We’ve 
also made it clear to the NCAA 

we expect it to follow its own 
bylaws in adjudicating the case — 
that’s fairness, not a stall.

We’ve also made more than 
1 million pages of documents 
public in the past two years. 
And our Carolina Commitment 
website (www.carolinacommit-
ment.unc.edu), which includes 
documents from the Wainstein 
investigation and details about 
the more than 70 actions and 
initiatives we’ve taken to rein-
force academic integrity on our 
campus, is fully accessible to 
anyone.

To say that we haven’t been 
open, transparent and forth-
coming is simply incorrect. 
rick White
Chapel Hill

Editor’s Note: The writer is 
associate vice chancellor for 
communications and public af-
fairs at the University of North 
Carolina.
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thought for today
seek (the Father’s) kingdom, 

and these things will be given to you as well. (Luke 12:31)

prayer: Dear Father, thank you for listening to our prayers. 
help us to listen for your answer and direction. amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Keven Zepezauer   General Manager

Corey Friedman   editor
Lisa Boykin Batts   associate editor
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Congress, USDA 
hold keys to help 
curb child hunger

Once in a 
while, I kinda 
wonder what 
I would do if I 
was not a Big-
Time Newspa-
per Columnist. 
I sit and ponder 
different pro-
fessions and 
wonder if they 
would be a good 

fit for me. 
I don’t think I would be a 

good fighter pilot. I like planes, 
but I don’t like to fly. Figure 
that one out. 

I’ve mentioned before I 
would not be a good television 
commentator. I like to watch 
television, but I really don’t like 
to be on it. I have been on tele-
vision once or twice before and 
it has not been a great success. 
The Edward R. Murrow Award 
people are not kicking down 
my door. 

I once thought I could be a 
professional gambler, but I 
rarely gamble and I don’t play 
for big stakes. Unless there is a 
place for professional gamblers 
who play for pretzel sticks 
and dimes, I’ll have to choose 
something else. 

My wife found out what this 
week’s column was about and 
she suggested I should be a 
model. Just when I thought my 
wife thought I was the most 
handsome man she had ever 
seen, she added I could be the 
“before” picture in one of those 
self-improvement ads. 

I’d like to be the guy who 
names streets. In my neighbor-
hood, most of the streets on 
one side are named after stuff 

that has to do with horse rac-
ing. There are streets called 
Belmont and Preakness. 

On the other side of the 
neighborhood, the streets are 
all named after stuff from the 
Revolutionary War era. We 
have Saratoga, Concord and 
the like. I knew of a neighbor-
hood back home where all the 
streets were named after things 
gun-related. Really. The crime 
there was understandably low. 

A lot of the time, the street 
names reflect the name of the 
subdivision they are in, as men-
tioned above. I think the guys 
who name the streets and av-
enues in big cities either have 
it really easy or they are really 
lazy. It doesn’t take the most 
creative mind to name streets 
First, Second, Third and so on. 
By the time the guy gets into 
the hundreds, I would think his 
boss would have caught on. 

Streets named after trees 
are really popular, however, 
they are kinda goofy in places 
that don’t have too many trees. 
There is a little town in south-
ern Arizona with a street called 
“Maple.” That makes about as 
much sense as “Cactus Drive” 
in Maine. 

It could be the street naming 
guy or gal had a sense of hu-
mor. I can’t tell you how many 
places I have been to that have 
had a “Lois Lane” somewhere 
in town. 

I once was told I could 
narrate movie trailers. That 
sounds pretty cool, but I don’t 
know how many times I can 
make the same old movies 
sound new. The people who do 
it now do it pretty well and I 

don’t think I can bring anything 
new to the job. It might sound 
kind of fun at family gatherings 
announcing the next course 
of the meal as if it was a new 
blockbuster. 

I thought about writing the 
Great American Novel. This 
sounds much more glamorous 
than it really is. My wife asked 
me how I was going to write the 
Great American Novel when I 
can’t think of what to write in 
the column some weeks. I think 
about what has been written 
and what I have read and how I 
can improve on it. I really can’t, 
and every time I start the novel, 
I generally can’t get past the 
first chapter or so. 

My wife told me I should just 
compile all the first chapters I 
have written and call the book 
“Chapter One.” It sounded like 
a good idea until I realized 
someone might actually like 
one of the chapters and I’ll get 
stuck writing a whole book. 
That sounds like too much 
work for a guy who writes 800 
words a week. 

I’m sure I’ll continue to come 
up with more ideas for alter-
nate occupations. There are 
probably more than a few of 
you who read this paper who 
have jobs that are unusual or 
interesting. 

If you are the guy who names 
the streets and you work in 
the town with the numbered 
streets, I’m on to you, buddy.

Joe Weaver, a native of Bal-
timore, is a husband, father, 
pawnbroker and gun collector. 
From his home in New Bern, 
he writes on the lighter side of 
family life.

Joe 
Weaver

Occupations and preoccupations

Cindy
Highlight
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W
hen schools 
deputize kids 
as debt col-
lectors and 
single out 

students whose parents won’t 
pay up, maybe it’s time to 
rethink the conventional caf-
eteria wisdom.

The plight of young pupils 
at Blackburn Elementary 
School in Catawba County is 
tugging at heartstrings and 
sparking outrage. Donors 
recently contributed $1,250 
to an online crowdfunding 
campaign to pay students’ 
delinquent lunch accounts, 
The Charlotte Observer re-
ported. 

Until the kids cough up that 
cash, Blackburn will serve 
them cheese sandwiches 
while their classmates enjoy 
the school’s hot lunches.

School districts across the 
state have similar policies. 
Here in Wilson County, all 
children in pre-kindergarten 
through fifth grade receive 
free breakfast and lunch, but 
students in grades 6-12 who 
arrive at the cafeteria cash 
register empty-handed will 
be served an alternate meal.

For breakfast, they’ll re-
ceive fresh fruit or a fruit cup, 
milk and juice. At lunchtime, 
it’s a cheese sandwich, milk 
and a choice of fruit and/or 
vegetable.

It’s not exactly bread and 
water, but for young taste 
buds, it’s comparatively 
bland fare. Students who 
bring their lunch money this 
week will eat cheeseburgers, 
chicken nuggets, hot dogs 
and pepperoni pizza.

Middle- and high-schoolers 
aren’t allowed to charge even 
one meal to their accounts, 
according to a policy posted 
on Wilson County Schools’ 
website. If they’ve picked out 
hot food but can’t pay, we 
presume their trays will be 

trashed and the authorized 
substitute will be served up 
instead.

Cafeteria rules are predi-
cated on the faulty premise 
that children need an incen-
tive to pay their bill and a 
consequence for coming up 
short. In reality, it’s the par-
ents’ responsibility to pay.

Thanks to child labor laws, 
sixth-graders can’t reason-
ably be expected to have 
their own money. There’s no 
such thing as a federal mini-
mum allowance. 

Kids are the consumers 
of school breakfasts and 
lunches, but not the true pur-
chasers. They are merely the 
conduit through which Mom 
and Dad’s money flows. And 
when parents can’t or won’t 
fork over the cash, it’s the 
students who get the third 
degree. 

Schools serve an alternate 
meal pupils will perceive as 
inferior in a misguided at-
tempt to send a message to 
the parents. Serve ‘em a cold 
sandwich today so they’ll 
nag for lunch money tomor-
row. Seems a bit passive-
aggressive, doesn’t it?

Administrators don’t seem 
to be doing much to confront 
parents who are in arrears. 
Instead, taking it out on the 
kids appears to be the stan-
dard operating procedure. 
Can’t we do better than that?

If there’s one thing govern-
ment generally does well, it’s 
collecting the taxes, fines, 
fees and payments it’s due. 
Public schools surely have 
better options at their dis-
posal than using children as 
collection agents.

Perhaps our elected of-
ficials can come up with a 
solution. The Wilson County 
Board of Education meets at 
7:30 p.m. today at the central 
office boardroom, 117 Tar-
boro St. NE.

Wilson Winter Lights a 
success

As executive 
director of the 
Wilson Botan-
ical Gardens, 

I, along with the board 
and volunteers, want 
to thank our sponsors 
and visitors for making 
the third annual Wilson 
Winter Lights event a 
huge success.

We were thrilled to expand 
our lights display into the new 
STEM Garden, which allowed 
visitors to see what has been 

created with their past support. 
I have talked to a lot of people 
since Wilson Winter Lights and 
everyone gave rave reviews of 
the event. We had visitors from 
across the state and even Cali-
fornia!

As we have taken time to re-
flect on all the great things that 
took place during Wilson Win-
ter Lights, I want to especially 
thank our dedicated volunteers. 
Believe it or not, the majority of 
the event is planned, installed 
and staffed by 20 volunteers 
who begin planning in March 
to put on this amazing light dis-
play.They make an enormous 
commitment to the Wilson 
Botanical Gardens and the Wil-
son community. I cannot thank 
them enough.

In addition, we could not hold 
Wilson Winter Lights without 
our community sponsors. Their 
financial commitment and do-
nations support the work we 
do at the Wilson Botanical Gar-
dens throughout the year.

We hope, with community 
support, to continue to hold 
this event. Next year’s event 
will bring more lights, more 
nights and more surprises. We 
look forward to seeing every-
one back for the 2017 Wilson 
Winter Lights. In the meantime, 
come visit the Wilson Botanical 
Gardens and watch us grow. 
We look forward to seeing you 
there!
Cyndi Lauderdale
executive director, Wilson Botani-
cal Gardens

The most im-
portant lawyer 
in modern North 
Carolina history 
finally has a bi-
ography.

This week, 
UNC Press is 
releasing “Julius 
Chambers: A 

Life in the Legal Struggle for 
Civil Rights” by Richard A. 
Rosen and Joseph Mosnier.

If you do not agree with my 
assertion about the importance 
of Chambers, read the book, 
and then we will talk.

When Chambers died in 2013, 
I wrote,  “Simply put, Cham-
bers’s work and the work of 
others he inspired are directly 
responsible for North Carolina 
casting off a culture of segrega-
tion and repression and replac-
ing it with one of inclusion and 
opportunity.”

In their new book, Rosen and 
Mosnier show in great detail 
how Chambers and his col-
leagues did it.

Beginning in 1964 when 
Chambers opened his law prac-
tice in Charlotte, he initiated a 
whirlwind of legal actions that 
attacked and often overturned 
traditional discriminatory prac-
tices in education, employment 
and government.

The authors explain care-
fully and clearly the major legal 
cases and how the victories and 
defeats for Chambers came 
about.

But, as the book’s introduc-
tion explains, while his legal 
victories were his most notable 
achievements, his story “is of 
necessity as much about the 
times as about the person.”

When Chambers was born in 
Montgomery County in 1936, 
depression times were bleak, 
especially for rural blacks. 
However, during these times, 
his father built a successful auto 
repair business, which pro-
vided enough income to send 
Chambers’s older brother and 
sister to Laurinburg Institute, a 
nearby private high school for 
college preparation. Plans for 
Chambers to attend the school 
were dashed when a white 
customer walked away from a 
$2,000 bill.

His father was unable to per-
suade any white lawyer to rep-
resent him. Chambers lost the 
chance to attend Laurinburg. 

“Years later,” the authors 
write, “he would locate his 
choice to practice law in this 
moment.”

I remember the day in 1962 
when I first heard the Cham-
bers name in a radio report 
that a Negro law student at the 
University of North Carolina 
School of Law had been ap-
pointed editor of the Law Re-
view and had the highest grades 
in his class.

Rosen and Mosnier describe 
how Chambers overcame an 
inadequate high school experi-
ence. “I didn’t know how to 
write an essay and could hardly 
spell,” Chambers said. But he 
succeeded at North Carolina 
Central and in graduate school 
at the University of Michigan, 
so much so that he was admit-
ted to the UNC’s law school 
even though his LSAT scores 
were rock bottom.

Although he established him-
self near the top of his class 
during his first year, there was 

no warm welcome at the law 
school. Chambers’s and his 
wife Vivian’s “feelings of isola-
tion were compounded by their 
exclusion from any place in 
the life of the law school, and 
they could not help but resent 
the dismissive and demeaning 
treatment they encountered on 
campus.”

The combination of great 
success and demeaning treat-
ment would follow Chambers 
throughout his early profes-
sional career. In 1968, when 
Chambers began an oral argu-
ment before the state Supreme 
Court, Chief Justice R. Hunt 
Parker “stood up and left the 
courtroom; the chief justice 
returning only after Chambers 
concluded his presentation.”

Ironically, last month in Ra-
leigh, the N.C. Literary and His-
torical Association awarded its 
R. Hunt Parker Award for Liter-
ary Achievement to Gerald Bar-
rax, an African-American poet 
who taught writing at N.C. State 
University. Barrax’s powerful 
poetry draws on the struggles 
of people like Chambers and his 
parents.

Thanks to the changes that 
Chambers’s advocacy and his 
example forced on us and to the 
more welcoming attitudes that 
has accompanied them, I can 
imagine that had Chambers and 
Parker been alive to see Barrax 
receive the Parker award last 
month, the three of them would 
have happily smiled and posed 
for pictures together.

D.G. Martin hosts “North 
Carolina Bookwatch,” which 
airs Sundays at noon (preempt-
ed this week) and Thursdays at 
5 p.m. on UNC-TV. 
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thought for today
the Lord says, “You, Bethlehem ephrathah, . . . out of you 
will come for me one who will be ruler over israel, whose 
origins are from of old, from ancient times.” (Micah 5:2)

prayer: Father God, thank you for sending your son to earth 
to give us the hope of eternal life with you. amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Keven Zepezauer   General Manager

Corey Friedman   editor
Lisa Boykin Batts   associate editor
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The Wilson Times welcomes opinions from readers on topics of 

public interest. Letters that promote a commercial product, contain 
either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar 
language, and those addressed to a third party, will not be published. 
Consumer complaints and letters containing unverifiable factual 
claims are ineligible for publication. Letters should be no more than 
350 words, must be signed and should include the writer’s address. 
A telephone number, which will not be published, should be included 
for verification purposes. Letters selected for publication may be ed-
ited and all letters become property of The Wilson Times.

the Wilson times p.o. Box 2447, wilson, n.c. 27894

phone 252-265-7813       Fax 252-243-7501 
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Don’t punish kids 
when parents fail 
to pay for lunches

N.C.’s most important lawyer

D.G. 
Martin
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A 
time-honored 
tradition at Fike, 
Hunt and Bedding-
field high schools 
is on the chopping 

block. 
Beginning in 2020, Wilson 

County’s public high schools 
will no longer honor the two 
top-performing graduates 
with the titles of valedictorian 
and salutatorian.

Board of Education mem-
bers voted unanimously to 
phase out the formal recog-
nition of class rank during 
Monday night’s meeting. In-
stead, high schools will adopt 
the Latin honors system used 
in colleges and universities, 
awarding diplomas summa 
cum laude (with highest hon-
or), magna cum laude (with 
great honor) and cum laude 
(with honor). 

The shift away from recog-
nizing the two graduates with 
the highest grade-point averag-
es is something of a trend. The 
Wake County Public School 
System voted to dispense with 
the distinctions last May.

We’re disappointed to see 
Wilson County give in to 
the modern everybody’s-a-
winner ethos and participa-
tion trophy culture. Leaders 
say they’re stripping vals and 
sals of their hard-earned titles 
to eliminate cutthroat com-
petition for the top two class 
ranks.

“New students coming in at 
this point in time would not 
be competing against each 
other, but competing against 
themselves,” Chairwoman 
Christine Fitch said during 
the meeting, explaining that 
the Latin honors system “al-
lows for recognition of more 
students rather than just the 
competition to be valedicto-
rian or salutatorian.”

Aside from that, the only 
justification was that transfer 
students who previously took 
weighted Advanced Place-
ment classes Wilson County 
Schools doesn’t offer would 

come in with an unfair advan-
tage. Board members didn’t 
say whether this scenario has 
influenced the outcome of 
valedictory honors here or is 
merely hypothetical.

We see no advantage to 
reducing competition and 
denying extraordinary stu-
dents their rightful place in 
the spotlight. Seniors who 
miss out on the top two class 
ranks by a fraction of a point 
may feel slighted, but the se-
lection is based on objective 
criteria. Numbers don’t lie.

Students should strive to 
be their best selves, setting 
individual goals and mea-
suring their own progress, 
but that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t still valuable lessons 
to be gained from competing 
with their peers. 

Why is it OK for students to 
experience the thrill of victo-
ry and the agony of defeat on 
the football field, basketball 
court and baseball diamond, 
but not in the classroom?

Seems to us the bright-
est young minds are being 
robbed of the chance to shine 
as individuals. Somehow, 
the competitive spirit school 
officials applaud when the 
Golden Demons, Warriors 
and Bruins win games is 
deemed toxic for academic 
MVPs. Go figure.

Colleges use the Latin hon-
ors system to award diplomas 
with distinction, but they also 
recognize outstanding students 
on the graduation stage. Wilson 
County Schools is not elevating 
itself to university standards. 
Loosening the requirements for 
top honors to prevent hurt feel-
ings sounds more appropriate 
for preschool.

We may be sparing students 
the slings and arrows of los-
ing out on an exclusive title, 
but that coddling won’t pre-
pare them for the real world. 

In work and in life, egos 
built on the fallacy that third 
place is just as good as first 
are swiftly deflated.

Good samaritans rush 
to woman’s aid

While out 
walking 
on Sunday 
afternoon, 

my wife fell and injured 
her face. I was called 
and upon arriving, I 
found two women at-
tending to my wife. 

An ambulance arrived and 
the two Good Samaritans got 
gone before I learned their 
names. My wife told me later 
how sweet and kind these two 
women were. One was black 
and one was white. They did 
not know my wife and she did 
not know them. They did not 
know if she was Democrat, Re-
publican or whatever, nor did 
she know that of them. 

My point is a fellow citizen 
was in need and help was ren-
dered, and that is the way we 
should live. I do not know who 
these kind women were, but 
thank you so much.
Gene Wells
elm City

DnC hack exposed 
existing corruption

Did Russia hack 
the DNC?

Yes.
Did Russia hack 

the GOP?
Almost certainly. 
Was the DNC hack leaked?
Yes.
Was the GOP hack leaked?
Not yet.
Whose fault was it that the 

DNC material was so damag-
ing?

The people who said and did 

despicable and unscrupulous 
things. The truth of their ac-
tions saw the light of day and 
proved who and what they are. 

This is the Russia hack con-
troversy in a nutshell. 

The DNC acted inappropri-
ately. Cheaters, for once, didn’t 
prosper. 

If the DNC wants to remain 
and improve their odds, they 
must abdicate their positions 
and turn the party over to the 
Bernie Sanders organization. 
Otherwise, it is not worthy of 
our support.

As regular readers know, I 
am far from a proponent of the 
GOP or Donald Trump. He said 
some good things in his inau-
gural address, but he will have 
to act quickly to prove his im-
provement of the lives of every-
day Americans. I disagree with 
so many things of his, but I am 
reserving judgment for now.
Dave Hager
Wilson

RALEIGH 
— School of-
ficials say they 
need more 
money to fulfill 
an unfunded 
mandate from 
the legislature 
so, to exert po-
litical leverage 
on lawmakers, 

they’re citing the dreadful cuts 
they’ll have to make without a 
new infusion of cash.

They could threaten to elimi-
nate football and basketball, 
hold split sessions or eliminate 
12th grade. Such distasteful 
options would be almost cer-
tain to increase constituent 
pressure back home.

But when local school lead-
ers needed to scare legislators 
last week, they surprisingly 
put school arts programs on 
their list.

Here’s the background.
Last year, the legislature 

added a budget provision re-
quiring smaller class sizes in 
school year 2017-18 but did 
not fund the extra teachers 
and classrooms such a change 
necessitates. Without new 
money, schools would have to 
cut somewhere else.

Pushback came last Thurs-
day. Education leaders, in a 
story that ran in The News & 
Observer under the headline: 
“N.C. Schools Might Cut Arts, 
PE to meet new class size lim-
its,” listed arts education pro-

grams as a likely cut.
Over the past 40 years, that 

threat would have elicited a 
Clint Eastwood-like response 
from conservative legislators: 
“Go ahead, make my day.” Part 
of the conservative education 
sales pitch, for generations, 
has been to teach the basics, 
and many a conservative legis-
lator said arts are “not basic.”

It’s always been a ludicrous 
assertion, of course, just as 
ignorant as claims that science 
isn’t a basic. On that agenda, 
only reading, writing and math 
are basics.

When we expose children to 
the arts, we open their eyes to 
creativity, critical thinking and 
imagining a world outside of 
their hometown bubble.

Making that kind of an argu-
ment was usually fruitless in a 
legislature that sees education 
as serving one purpose, pre-
paring the next generation to 
go to work. They ask: Artists 
and musicians are poorly paid, 
if they can find jobs at all, so 
why would we want to teach 
them to draw? 

(Reminds me of the moronic 
senator who asked in a 1985 
education committee meeting 
“why do mills kids gotta learn 
how to talk French?” my entry 
for the most ignorant thing 
ever said at 16 W. Jones St.)

As the school threat to cut 
the arts demonstrates, some 
time recently, the world 
changed and people began 

seeing the career opportuni-
ties opened by arts instruction.

Steve Jobs noted that the 
products of his company, the 
world’s largest by some calcu-
lations, were inspired in large 
part by what he learned in a 
single design class at Reed 
College.

Then came the huge video 
gaming industry and its more 
recent iterations and sud-
denly people are beginning 
to see the commercial value 
of art and music, not just for 
Pablo Picasso and The Beatles, 
but for a great many work-
ers. Every bottle of craft beer 
produced in North Carolina’s 
breweries, for example, bears 
an artfully crafted label, too, 
one created by an artist.

Parents love that their 
children can explore their ar-
tistic talents, and they aren’t 
likely to cotton to removal of 
arts programs from schools. 
Hence, that kind of threat 
should be effective with legis-
lators.

Of course, this doesn’t have 
to be a choice of one or the 
other.

The legislature could provide 
the money necessary to imple-
ment the smaller class sizes 
that it  mandated last year. 
Then we can have our arts and 
athletic programs, too.

Paul T. O’Connor writes for 
the Capitol Press Association 
and has covered state govern-
ment for 39 years.
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thought for today
the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies 

never come to an end; they are new every morning; great 
is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23)

prayer: Dear Lord, lead us through our grief. help us to see 
your light and to remember your love. amen.
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Wilson schools
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Cutting arts, music a non-starter
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E
vacuations, lock-
downs and bomb 
squad searches are 
becoming nearly as 
commonplace as pop 

quizzes at Wilson County pub-
lic schools.

With a couple months of 
calm in between, a string of 
three bomb threats this week 
followed a rash of seven 
violent threats in November. 
Today, the tally stands at 11 for 
the 2016-17 school year. Au-
thorities responded to just one 
such incident the year before.

Tandem threats at Elm City 
and Springfield middle schools 
disrupted classes and rattled 
students, teachers and admin-
istrators Wednesday. The fol-
lowing day, Springfield report-
ed yet another bomb threat.

Teachers led startled stu-
dents out of the buildings to 
wait outside in Wednesday’s 
rain and Thursday morning’s 
chill. Kids boarded buses as 
Wilson County sheriff’s depu-
ties and Wilson police swept 
the schools for explosives.

While it’s nothing short of ri-
diculous that perpetrators have 
made these precautions nec-
essary, parents should praise 
the coordinated response by 
school officials and law en-
forcement. What used to be an 
occasional safety drill has been 
honed into a well-rehearsed 
routine — one that emphasizes 
student safety above all.

In December, the Wilson 
County Sheriff’s Office added 
an explosives detection K-9 
named Tank to its force. Su-
perintendent Lane Mills said 
the highly trained Belgian 
shepherd has helped deputies 
conduct thorough searches at 
a faster clip.

“I want to thank law enforce-
ment for their hard work and 
assistance this week,” Mills 
said. “The sheriff’s office now 
has its own dog specifically 
trained for these situations, 
which minimized the frustrat-

ing impact this had on our 
instructional day and helped 
ease students’ fears quicker. 
In the past, a dog had to come 
from another county to assist 
us.”

Seven arrests were made 
in connection with the bogus 
threats late last year. A 19-year-
old and 16-year-old suspect each 
faced felony charges, and juve-
nile petitions were filed against 
five suspects ages 13-15.

Students who instill panic in 
their classmates and teachers 
by phoning in fake threats or 
scrawling messages of im-
pending doom on bathroom 
walls will not be given a pass. 
Offenders are prosecuted to 
the fullest extent of the law.

Board of Education mem-
ber Gary Farmer equated the 
incidents to terrorism during 
a board meeting last year. 
Given the all-too-real violent 
tragedies that have taken place 
at American schools, we think 
he’s right.

Mills told the school board 
he would recommend expul-
sion for the perpetrators. In 
most cases, that’s probably a 
prudent response. While teens 
must learn there are severe 
consequences, we hope some 
effort is made through the 
schools or criminal justice sys-
tem to make them reflect on 
the fear they’ve fomented.

Students who threaten an 
attack should be required to 
interview parents who have 
lost children to school vio-
lence and report what they’ve 
learned. That assignment can 
come from either a principal or 
a judge. Let the punishment fit 
the crime.

Teens who think making 
threats will be seen as a harm-
less adolescent prank clearly 
aren’t paying attention. The 
stakes are high and the pen-
alties are steep. If you place 
that menacing phone call, you 
won’t like the answer on the 
other end of the line.

‘We the people’ have 
recourse

I think about the fu-
ture because I have 
grandchildren. I 
wonder if the Unit-

ed States of America 
will even exist for them. 

The federal debt is more 
than $20 trillion with no end 
to spending in sight. Every 
man, woman and child living in 
the United States today owes 
$58,000 toward this debt. This 
is madness! 

Today we have a federal 
government that continues to 
overstep its bounds. Washing-
ton, D.C. will not fix itself. The 

rule of law is not enforced. The 
Supreme Court is making laws 
from rulings. And Congress 
stands silent. Who represents 
We the People?

When the framers gave us the 
U.S. Constitution in 1787, they 
knew the people would need 
to be the ones to protect liberty 
in order for America to last. 
The framers knew it was natu-
ral for those in power to want 
more. So, a few days before the 
Constitution was finalized, the 
delegates unanimously decided 
to put a tool in place for propos-
ing amendments to bring the 
government back under con-
trol. The amendment process 
is detailed in Article V. The two 
ways to propose amendments 
are through either the Congress 
or through state legislatures by 

calling a Convention of States.
Article V of the Constitution 

has been described as a safety 
valve put in place by our Found-
ing Fathers. They wisely antici-
pated that a day would come 
when the federal government 
would become too dominant 
and usurp power that belongs 
to the states. Article V is the 
mechanism built into the Con-
stitution to allow the people to 
take back their power and their 
rights.

We the People can rein in an 
out-of-control government.  
Check out  www.conventionof-
states.com and read about the 
Article V Convention of States 
project.  It’s “a solution as big as 
the problem.”
Jane Cookson
Wilson

RALEIGH 
— The recent 
appointment of 
U.S. Education 
Secretary Betsy 
DeVos exhibited 
much that is de-
structive, even 
demented, about 
our current politi-
cal discourse. 

While objections to her lack of 
experience in government were 
understandable, critics went far 
beyond that to attack her char-
acter and question her inten-
tions. She was also subjected to 
personal threats, both before and 
after her narrow Senate confir-
mation.

Conservatives like DeVos who 
believe applying conservative 
principles to education policy 
would benefit students and the 
public at large could certainly be 
mistaken. But we have good rea-
sons for advocating the reforms 
we do. They stem from personal 
experience, empirical evidence 
and basic insights about why or-
ganizations succeed or fail. In our 
view, those who question our mo-
tives are implicitly granting that 
they can’t refute our arguments. 
They are surrendering the high 
ground, not fighting for it.

There are at least three core 
principles that inspire conserva-
tive education reformers: innova-
tion, motivation and competition. 
We believe that schools and other 
providers must be flexible and 
nimble enough to respond to 
changing conditions, technologies 
and student needs. We believe 
that both students and educa-
tors respond to incentives, just 
as all human beings do, as long 
as those incentives are carefully 
designed and not limited to cash. 
And we believe that when parents 

have choices among competing 
schools, the overall quality of 
those schools goes up, along with 
student performance, parental 
satisfaction, economic opportunity 
and societal benefit.

On innovation, many talk a 
good game. But when it comes 
right down to it, policymakers all 
too often think of schools as if they 
were public utilities rather than 
social enterprises that may differ 
widely in how they are structured 
and run depending on the back-
grounds, personalities and beliefs 
of the educators, parents and stu-
dents who populate them.

All children deserve the op-
portunity to attend a great school. 
But those great schools need not, 
and probably should not, look the 
same. Distributing knowledge and 
skills isn’t like distributing clean 
water or electrical current. What 
conservative reformers have in 
mind is an education system full 
of bright people trying new things, 
other bright people emulating 
successful models and still other 
bright people diagnosing failures 
and coming up with their own 
models to solve problems or serve 
particular groups of students.

When it comes to motivation, 
both progressives and conser-
vatives support higher pay to 
improve teaching. But progres-
sives tend to focus on averages. 
Conservatives know the empirical 
evidence, that there doesn’t ap-
pear to be a statistically significant 
relationship between average 
teacher salaries on the one hand 
and teacher quality or student 
performance on the other. They 
conclude that differentiating 
pay according to the roles, re-
sponsibilities and demonstrable 
performance of teachers is the 
right answer — because motivated 
teachers may well improve their 

skills, yes, but also just because 
it’s more important to retain 
high-performing teachers than it 
is to reduce teacher turnover in 
general.

As for competition, conserva-
tives favor parental choice within 
school districts as well as offering 
charter schools, private schools 
and homeschools as alternatives. 
While our impulse does comport 
with our general market inclina-
tions, it is also based on decades 
of empirical research that, on 
balance, confirms the benefits of 
competition in education.

The most recent peer-reviewed 
paper I’ve seen concerns public 
school choice. In some states, 
there are many more school 
districts than counties. In others, 
such as North Carolina, there 
is either an explicit or implicit 
preference for larger districts that 
conform with county boundaries 
— even though that reduces the 
options of parents in those com-
munities. In a just-published study, 
Florida-based economists Katie 
Sherron and Lawrence Kenny 
examined these state-by-state dif-
ferences. They found that “student 
test scores are higher in larger 
metro areas that do not require 
countywide or statewide districts.”

To favor innovation, incen-
tives and competition does not 
prevent conservatives from favor-
ing other education policies that 
progressives also like. Nor does it 
constitute animus against public 
education. 

Accusations to the contrary do 
Betsy DeVos and other reformers 
no real harm. They simply embar-
rass and discredit the accusers.

John Hood is chairman of 
the John Locke Foundation and 
appears on the talk show “N.C. 
Spin.” Follow him on Twitter @
JohnHoodNC.
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thought for today
to each one the manifestation of the spirit is given for 

the common good. (1 corinthians 12:7)

prayer: Thank you, God, for giving us gifts and talents. help 
us to use them to honor you. amen.
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Schools, deputies 
working together 
to curb threats

DeVos attackers surrender high ground

John 
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