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certificates. The law prompted an immediate backlash, with entertainers canceling concerts, 
state governments restricting taxpayer-funded travel to North Carolina and Fortune 500 
companies including PayPal scrapping planned business expansions.  

 

The Wilson Times, an 11,000-circulation, six-day daily newspaper in east-central North 
Carolina, challenged its largely conservative readership with searing critiques of HB2. We 
attacked the law primarily on the grounds that it could not lawfully be enforced. 

 

House Bill 2 was a key issue in North Carolina's 2016 gubernatorial election, with Democratic 
Gov. Roy Cooper earning a narrow victory over McCrory, the Republican incumbent. In a 
compromise with the GOP-controlled legislature, On March 30, 2017, Cooper signed a repeal 
of HB2 that overturned the law's restroom-use provisions and set a 3 1/2-year moratorium on 
local ordinances dealing with access to sex-segregated public facilities. 

 

Our editorial stance likely influenced state Sen. Rick Horner, R-Wilson, elected in November 
2016, and Wilson City Councilman Donald Evans to question the law's lack of enforceability. 
It's a powerful example of examining statewide issues from a local perspective and calling for 
leadership to effect positive social change.  
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Thought for today
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 

(philippians 2:3)

prayer: remind us, dear God, that putting others’ needs 
before our own is a sign of our love for you. amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Corey Friedman   editor

L e T T e r s

T
he biggest problem 
with North Caro-
lina’s now-infamous 
“bathroom bill” may 
be one of practical-

ity, not ideology.
House Bill 2 — which 

requires people to use the 
restrooms, locker rooms 
and showers matching their 
biological sex — cannot be 
enforced.

That’s the upshot of Uni-
versity of North Carolina 
System President Margaret 
Spellings’ motion in federal 
court last week. UNC is ask-
ing that lawsuits against it be 
put on ice until murkier is-
sues involving the state stat-
ute’s legality are ironed out.

As UNC’s court filing cor-
rectly notes, HB2 has no en-
forcement mechanism. 

“There is nothing in the Act 
that prevents any transgen-
der person from using the 
restroom consistent with his 
or her gender identity,” the 
motion states.

The five-page Public Fa-
cilities Privacy and Security 
Act, which sailed through the 
state House and Senate, land-
ed on Gov. Pat McCrory’s 
desk and became law with 
the stroke of his pen in a sin-
gle day, creates no criminal 
offense for violating its provi-
sions, provides no penalties 
and offers no guidance for 
how it should be enforced.

McCrory said last week 
that transgender people who 
use the bathroom consistent 
with their gender identity 
rather than their biological 
gender could be arrested on 
trespassing charges. 

From our reading of North 
Carolina’s general statutes 
for first- and second-degree 
trespassing, it’s unlikely such 
charges would stick. Citing 
two N.C. Court of Appeals 
cases, a state guidebook on 
criminal law stresses that 
people can’t accidentally 
commit first-degree trespass.

“It is an affirmative defense 
to trespass that a defendant 
entered with reasonable 
grounds to believe in a legal 
right to enter, even though the 
defendant did not have a legal 
right to enter,” states the sixth 
edition of “North Carolina 
Crimes,” published by the 
UNC School of Government.

When the U.S. Department 
of Justice says HB2 violates 
federal law, do transgender 
people have “reasonable 
grounds” to disregard the Tar 
Heel State statute? One day, a 
court may have to decide.

Second-degree trespass 
requires that a person “has 

been notified not to enter or 
remain there” by the owner, 
a lawful occupant or another 
authorized caretaker.

How would police or man-
agers of private property 
even determine a person is in 
the wrong restroom in viola-
tion of HB2? 

The law says people must 
use the facilities consistent 
with the gender listed on 
their birth certificates. We 
don’t know anyone who totes 
his or her birth certificate 
around in a purse or pocket. 
As for driver’s licenses, only 
motorists are required to car-
ry them and present them to 
law enforcement on demand.

North Carolina is not a 
“stop-and-identify” state, 
meaning police can only 
demand identification from 
a person when he or she has 
been detained on reason-
able suspicion of committing 
a crime. Would an officer’s 
belief that a restroom patron 
looks insufficiently mascu-
line or feminine — based 
solely on physical profiling — 
meet that standard?

Police don’t seem eager to 
find out, and in doing so, wade 
into a political quagmire. 
Agencies in North Carolina’s 
largest cities told National 
Public Radio they don’t be-
lieve the law can be enforced.

“If we get a complaint, we 
will respond to that com-
plaint just as we would any 
other complaint, but we 
wouldn’t have a means of 
penalizing someone,” city 
of Raleigh communications 
director Damien Graham 
told NPR. “We couldn’t arrest 
someone, for example, for 
using potentially the wrong 
restroom.”

Even House Bill 2’s most 
ardent supporters can’t be 
content with a flimsy law 
relying on voluntary compli-
ance that boils down to little 
more than a policy statement. 
Laws that can’t be enforced 
breed indifference, disrespect 
and lawlessness.

Will the General Assembly 
invent a new crime for using 
the wrong restroom? Will 
lawmakers deputize potty 
police and require people to 
carry their birth certificates in 
order to answer nature’s call?

If so, Republican legisla-
tive leaders could no longer 
credibly call themselves 
small-government conserva-
tives.  They are left to choose 
between a toothless law 
that’s ignored even as it’s 
reviled and the sharp fangs 
of a looming — and leering — 
surveillance state.

sell bonds or raise 
gas tax to avoid DoT 
downsizing

A recent WRAL 
story noted 
the N.C. 
House of Rep-

resentatives approval 
of Amendment 20 to 
the House budget bill 
for 2016 sponsored by 
Rep. Gary Pendleton, R- 
Wake.  Rep. Pendleton’s 
amendment sought to 
delay the layoffs of the 
Department of Trans-
portation’s Raleigh-
based employees until 
next February so it 
could be determined if 
the utilization of highly 
paid consultants was a 
cost-effective approach 
to DOT project manage-
ment. 

Rep. John Torbett, R-Gaston 
and chairman of the House 
Transportation Committee said, 
“We need to see some financial 
proof that it makes financial 
sense,” referring to the huge 
layoffs planned for the DOT 
central office.

The DOT, however, said it 
was moving ahead on reducing 
the Raleigh staff and would be 
using consultants in the place 
of these employees, many of 
who have years of very valuable 
transportation experience.  The 
first wave will be early retire-
ments, as their positions will be 
eliminated, then next comes the 
pure layoffs of career transpor-
tation employees. 

It appears that decentraliza-
tion is the plan — put all the 
positions from the laid-off 
Raleigh office employees and 
the responsibility of the central 
office design function into the 
hands of the 14 highway divi-
sions, including environmental 
studies, roadway design, hy-
draulic design, bridge design, 
traffic engineering design and 
right-of-way procurement.  The 

highest-level major design proj-
ects would be handled by the 
high-priced consultants from 
the central office.  So DOT will 
still be funding the laid-off posi-
tions and adding the highly paid 
consultants.  Rep. Pendleton 
and Rep. Torbett are right to be 
concerned with this plan.

Let’s consider the Materials 
and Test Unit, a very dedicated 
group of DOT employees, inde-
pendently managed under their 
own transportation manager, 
noted in the WRAL article as 
losing 39 employees, a major 
disbanding of the M&T Unit.  
The M&T engineers and tech-
nicians are Raleigh-based, but 
with quality control engineers 
located all over the state in-
specting materials and pulling 
samples for testing, such as 
bridge concrete and steel, in 
their Raleigh lab from ongoing 
projects. This is checks and 
balances at its best and assures 
the highest level of safe, quality 
construction.

Apparently someone’s plan is 
to tear down the best transpor-
tation organization in the Unit-
ed States. Decentralization has 
never fostered shared authority 
and responsibility, which has 
been a trademark of the N.C. 
Department of Transportation. 
Most of all, a great organization 
is being pitted against itself by 
a costly, ill-conceived decentral-
ization plan.  

Decentralization will not save 
money. Decentralization will 
cost money.

The 14 highway divisions 
need a restoration of their 
maintenance complement, 
which has been cut roughly in 
half, so they can adequately 
maintain our highway system, 
second largest in the U.S. be-
hind only Texas. They need 
adequate funding to take care 
of a great highway system with 
which they have done a terrific 
job with limited resources.

All this chaos was avoidable 
by trimming the transportation 
tree uniformly and right-sizing 
DOT from the start of this eco-
nomic downturn.  Trimming 
the tree uniformly avoids the 
disruption to the time-tested 
organization. The DOT should 
have been asked to make a 10 
percent across-the-board cut, 
and then another cut if neces-

sary. Then more revenue should 
have been looked for by the 
transfer of non-transportation 
agencies out of the highway 
fund, as the Legislature so ap-
propriately did.   

I respectfully, but urgently, 
ask our legislators to pass a $5 
billion bond issue, or raise the 
gas tax 5 cents a gallon, to save 
our great highway system from 
its quickening decline, adding 
the lanes and safety projects 
we need to address our ever-
present, exponentially growing 
traffic problems, like the very 
dangerous sections of I-95 that 
nobody seems to have the for-
titude to address.  If you love 
your car or truck and appreci-
ate the great American freedom 
to drive, contact your legislator 
about the critical funding our 
highway system desperately 
needs.

And for heaven’s sake, let’s 
put the prisoners out picking 
up the trash and litter, and 
let’s expand the great Adopt-a-
Highway program, and let’s pay 
contractors, if necessary, to pick 
up and clean up all the embar-
rassing trash and litter.  And 
please, let’s keep our roadsides 
adequately and reasonably 
mowed and trimmed as our 
roadsides are the “front yard’ of 
our beautiful North Carolina.
Bill Johnson
sims

A stranger shows 
kindness

On Friday, I 
started mow-
ing my yard. 
As I was un-

tangling the cord from 
a bush, a man came and 
said he would do it for 
me. Since I am some-
what handicapped with 
a bad back, I did not 
argue with him.

He mowed everything that 
I couldn’t do with my riding 
mower. It proves there are good 
people out there. Whoever you 
are, I give you a big thank-you.
Dempsey Miller
Wilson
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Thought for today
(Two blind men) said to (Jesus), 

“Lord, let our eyes be opened.” (Matthew 20:33)

prayer: Dear Lord, give us eyes to see beyond our limited 
vision. Teach us to see you in our everyday lives. amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Corey Friedman   editor

L e T T e r s

s
tate lawmakers met 
their self-imposed 
deadline to disperse 
before Indepen-
dence Day, but they 

left some unfinished business 
in their wake.

The elephant in the room is 
House Bill 2, which rewrites 
state nondiscrimination laws 
and limits restroom access 
based on biological gender. 
Numerous attempts by Dem-
ocratic lawmakers to repeal 
the law, which is now mired 
in a tug-of-war between the 
U.S. Department of Justice, 
Gov. Pat McCrory’s office 
and General Assembly lead-
ers, were unsuccessful.

Legislators did agree on 
one change to the contro-
versial HB2. The House and 
Senate passed a measure re-
storing workers’ right to sue 
employers for discrimination 
in North Carolina courts, 
which the bathroom bill ini-
tially blocked. The revision 
now sits on McCrory’s desk.

The fact that curtailing ac-
cess to the courthouse was 
included in House Bill 2 at 
all is evidence of the sloppy, 
slapdash nature of the origi-
nal legislation. Not even the 
shrillest opponents of trans-
gender restroom choice were 
supportive of turning away 
employment discrimination 
claims.

“(The) North Carolina Val-
ues Coalition is not opposed 
to the reported technical 
correction bill that intends to 
reinstate an individual’s abil-
ity to file suit for discrimina-
tion under state law,” Tami 
Fitzgerald, the coalition’s 
executive director, said in a 
statement. “As the session 
comes to a close, we applaud 
the governor and legislative 
leaders for standing firmly 
behind HB2.”

Throughout the debate that 
followed the Charlotte City 
Council’s ordinance declar-
ing that transgender people 
could use restrooms and 
changing facilities consistent 
with their gender identity, the 
N.C. Values Coalition sowed 
fear and misinformation, 
castigating transgender indi-
viduals as deviants and likely 
sexual predators. 

When conservative lawmak-
ers passed HB2, which not on-
ly overrode Charlotte’s rules 
but set a statewide standard 
requiring people to use the 
restrooms designated for their 
birth gender, the coalition at-
tacked hundreds of blue-chip 
corporations and dozens of 

chart-topping musicians who 
spoke out against the law. If 
a company indicated it just 
might take its business else-
where, the coalition branded it 
a “corporate bully.”

All consumers and com-
panies have the right to vote 
with their wallet. For PayPal 
to divert a planned 400-job 
expansion away from North 
Carolina in protest over HB2 
is no more “bullying” than 
the N.C. Values Coalition’s 
boycott of Target for its pol-
icy permitting transgender 
customers to use the rest-
room of their choice. 

What’s good for the goose 
is good for the gender — er, 
make that gander.

While we’re disappointed, 
we aren’t surprised that law-
makers opted not to address 
HB2 in any substantive or 
meaningful way. Conserva-
tive groups are likely to use 
the bathroom bill as a wedge 
issue in November’s general 
election in hopes that voters 
will reward McCrory, attor-
ney general candidate Buck 
Newton and other prominent 
Republicans at the polls for 
their support of the bill.

As we’ve said in this space 
before, the issue of who uses 
which bathroom is not a 
matter state government is 
equipped to address. While 
HB2 sets a policy, it provides 
no enforcement mechanism. 
There is no practical, lawful 
way to prevent a man who 
dresses and identifies as a 
woman from using the wom-
en’s restroom without shred-
ding the Fourth Amendment, 
and there is no penalty on the 
lawbooks for violators.

Challenged by U.S. Attorney 
General Loretta Lynch, HB2 
will continue to wind its way 
through the federal courts, 
where case law indicates it has 
a better-than-average chance 
of being struck down. 

In the meantime, employ-
ees who believe they’ve been 
discriminated against in 
the workplace should have 
the right to seek redress in 
our state’s courts. Everyone 
agrees — even HB2’s most 
ardent supporters.

Voters can expect a flood of 
television and direct-mail ads 
from both McCrory’s camp 
and Democratic gubernato-
rial candidate Roy Cooper’s 
centering on House Bill 2 as 
summer gives way to fall. For 
those who are as weary of 
the toilet politics as we are, 
Election Day can’t come soon 
enough.

Thanks to the troops 
who keep us free

We have just 
celebrated 
our Inde-
pendence 

Day on this July Fourth, 
and as I reflect on 
what it means to be an 
American and be free — 
especially in these days 
when freedom has be-
come a scarce commod-
ity in some parts of the 
world — I must give my 
thanks and gratitude to 
our country’s founders 
as well as the men and 
women of our military 
who continue to keep us 
free every day. 

Sometimes as we go about 
our busy lives, we neglect to 
think of the people who contin-
ue to keep us free. I just want to 
give thanks to all who allow me 

to live in “the land of the free.”
Marie Brown
Wilson

Cartoonist’s newton 
poke was on target

Re: “Cartoon 
confuses peo-
ple with ani-
mals,” in Mon-

day’s edition:
So Tom Haitema (anagram 

for “I’m a hate”) doesn’t like 
opinion cartoons on the opinion 
page? Would he prefer it on 
the cartoon page where it’d get 
more viewers? Or is it just the 
inference he doesn’t like?

In what world view are bear 
cubs and human babies the 
same, he asks. In the zoological 
world view, where indeed a rat, 
a pig, a dog and a boy are all 
mammals. 

Haitmea doesn’t like the opin-
ion. He certainly doesn’t mind 
dispensing his “traditionalist” 
opinion whenever he so choos-
es. And that is his right. That’s 
what opinion pages are for. Just 

like the cartoonist had a right to 
make Buck Newton look fool-
ish. Not that he needed much 
help. Newton does a fine job of 
that by hopping on board any 
opportunistic option to seek a 
way of massaging his constitu-
ents to maintain his hold on 
power.    

I’m sure Newton is the darling 
of every fundamentalist Vegas-
style preacher in his district.

I have lived here for over a 
year now. I went to college at 
East Carolina in the far distant 
past, so I knew what I was 
getting into. But I have been 
pleased to find more open 
minds around than I expected. 
I was delighted by the wit and 
courage of the cartoonist. Bravo.

Haitema wants some “com-
mon sense” in the cartoons. I 
think he means he wants some 
“Common opinion support.” 
Traditionists hate change. They 
hated it 50 years ago when I 
was last living in eastern North 
Carolina too. 

But change comes, like it or 
not. Eastern N.C. is the better for 
it. Whether they like it or not.
Dave Hager
Wilson

If I asked you 
to name our 
state’s best-
known citizen, 
living or dead, 
whom would 
you suggest?

I bet you 
would then say 
Andy Griffith. 
After all, his 

still-popular TV show was set in 
Mayberry, which was based on 
his hometown, Mount Airy.

But, long before Griffith was 
born, long before television, 
two world-famous men moved 
to Surry County farms near 
Mount Airy.

They were known all over 
the world as Chang and Eng, 
the Siamese Twins. Still, today, 
more than 140 years after their 
deaths, people all over the world 
know about the two brothers, 
who were joined together, from 
their birth in Siam (now Thai-
land) in 1811 until their deaths 
near Mount Airy in 1874.

Lots of people can tell you the 
basic facts. After growing up 
in Siam, they came to the U.S. 
and were displayed throughout 
the country and Europe before 
settling in North Carolina, mar-
rying sisters, and having all to-
gether more than 20 children.

Most people do not know 
many more details.

But scholars and storytellers 
are still digging up new facts 
about our state’s most famous 
citizens. For instance, Joseph 
Andrew Orser’s “The Lives of 
Chang and Eng: Siam’s Twins 
in Nineteenth-Century Ameri-
ca,” recently published by UNC 
Press, reexamines the basic 
facts of the twins’ lives. It chal-
lenges earlier understandings 
of the meaning and lessons of 
their experience for today.

Orser also recounts a host of 
interesting facts about the twins 
that his readers might have for-
gotten or never knew.

For instance, the twins, though 
born in Siam, were really of Chi-
nese origin. Their father was cer-
tainly Chinese and their mother 
may have been partially Chinese. 
So why weren’t they, and there-
fore all other conjoined twins 
who came afterward, called Chi-
nese twins? One of their manag-
ers, James W. Hale, explained 
one reason. They were “more 
likely to attract attention than by 
calling them Chinese.”

I have always wondered why 
the twins, after traveling all 
over the U.S. and Europe, chose 
to settle down in rural North 
Carolina, first in Wilkes County 

and later in Surry.
Their 1839 decision to settle 

in Wilkes Country was, Orser 
writes, “well orchestrated: it 
was not spur of the moment.”

In the big cities, he explains, 
the twins “were too closely 
linked to their public exhibition 
and their foreign origins; there 
was little room in the North for 
them to settle down to lives of 
quiet respectability.”

Amazingly, they did settle 
down, acquiring separate farms 
and families and dividing their 
time between them. They be-
came U.S. citizens, acquired 
and managed slaves, and when 
the Civil War broke out, they 
supported the South, each of 
them supplying a son to serve in 
the Confederate Army.

After their deaths, when the 
bodies were examined, some 
doctors concluded that one or 
both of the twins would not 
have survived an attempted 
separation.

If they had been separated, 
they would probably never have 
made their way to North Caro-
lina and would have never be-
come our most famous citizens.

D.G. Martin hosts “North 
Carolina Bookwatch,” which 
airs Sundays at noon and 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. on UNC-TV. 
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Our two most famous Tar Heels

D.G. 
Martin

No HB2 repeal 
means no end 
to toilet politics

Cindy
Highlight
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t’s a fresh start. A 
clean slate. A chal-
lenge and an oppor-
tunity.

On Monday, 12,200 
students will report to the 
first day of classes at Wilson 
County’s 26 public elementa-
ry, middle and high schools. 
Whether pupils are starting 
at a new school or in a new 
grade, they’ll have the chance 
to set the tone for a positive 
year of learning, leadership 
and friendship.

The Wilson Academy of 
Applied Technology will wel-
come its inaugural class to 
the campus of Beddingfield 
High School, where students 
will learn life skills designed 
to prepare them for jobs in 
local industry. WAAT is an 
early college high school, and 
its graduates will have the 
opportunity to earn a high 
school diploma and an as-
sociate degree from Wilson 
Community College during 
the five-year program.

Superintendent Lane Mills 
begins his first academic year 
at the helm of Wilson County 
Schools. Mills started work 
July 1 after serving as super-
intendent in Craven County. 
The former Wilson associ-
ate superintendent, Mills 
replaces Sean Bulson, who 
departed after five years.

Public school districts 
throughout North Carolina 
are grappling with the fallout 
of legal wranglings between 
the General Assembly and 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion over House Bill 2, the 
controversial “bathroom bill” 
that seeks to require trans-
gender people to use the rest-
rooms and changing facilities 
that match the gender on 
their birth certificates.

On Monday, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Reed O’Connor 
blocked an order from the 
federal departments of jus-
tice and education requiring 
public schools to allow trans-
gender students access to 
the restrooms matching their 
gender identities. The Texas 
ruling was in conflict with an 
April ruling by the 4th Circuit 
Court of Appeals, which is 
binding on North Carolina.

State Superintendent 
June Atkinson said in May 
that North Carolina schools 
would comply with U.S. De-
partment of Education direc-
tives, but individual school 
boards were responsible for 
setting their own policies. 
Local officials in Mecklen-

burg County announced new 
guidelines that closely mirror 
the federal instructions.

It’s less clear how such situ-
ations would be handled here 
in Wilson County. We asked 
if Mills had decided whether 
Wilson schools will follow 
the embattled state law or 
the federal directive, and the  
response we received doesn’t 
explicitly answer the question.

“We do not have a Board 
of Education policy that spe-
cifically addresses this topic,” 
schools spokeswoman Amber 
Lynch said in a prepared state-
ment. “We are fortunate to be 
a small enough district where 
we can work with individu-
als and specific schools when 
necessary. Should an indi-
vidual need accommodations, 
we will work with our attor-
neys to ensure our response 
addresses state and federal 
expectations while protecting 
the rights of all involved.”

We would normally object 
to such a vague and evasive 
statement, but we sympa-
thize with Wilson County 
Schools. Satisfying the state 
and the feds is impossible 
when the two governments 
are in open conflict. 

The tangle of lawsuits sur-
rounding HB2 puts school 
districts in a lose-lose situa-
tion. They can’t please both 
masters, and telegraphing 
their intent to obey one in-
struction over the other be-
fore a specific situation arises 
will only subject them to 
criticism from one side or the 
other in this heated debate.

Bulson said as much when 
The Wilson Times asked him 
about the state law and the 
Department of Education’s 
guidance in May, expressing 
frustration that Wilson County 
Schools was “caught in a politi-
cal tug-of-war between entities 
with conflicting expectations.”

That’s an apt metaphor, 
and we can’t blame WCS for 
taking a wait-and-see ap-
proach. Where House Bill 2 
is concerned, a shrewd non-
answer may have been the 
best answer possible.

We wish parents, students, 
teachers and school staff a 
safe and enjoyable 2016-17 
school year. Students should 
be open to educational expe-
riences that take them out of 
their comfort zones, stretch 
their understanding and chal-
lenge them to think critically.

It’s a new school year filled 
with endless possibilities. 
Make the most of it.

Wall street loves the 
Clintons; reinstate 
Glass-steagall

The primary 
cause of the 
1930s Great 
Depression was 

speculation by commer-
cial banks in the stock 
market. The depression 
was prolonged by Presi-
dent Franklin Roos-
evelt’s numerous quack 
remedies of spending 
and intervention. Be-
cause of the banking 
abuses, legislation was 
enacted in 1933 known 

as the Glass-Steagall 
Act to erect a barrier 
between investment 
banking and normal 
commercial bank opera-
tions to prevent another 
financial disaster.

The act was wrongly repealed 
in 1999 when President Bill 
Clinton signed the legislation 
to deregulate the banking in-
dustry, allowing the banks to 
once again police themselves. 
Wall Street is now laughing at 
America because by the end of 
2015, the four largest invest-
ment banks in New York have 
created credit swap derivatives 
of $186.6 trillion. A derivative 
is an agreement between two 
parties to pay each other money 
depending on the performance 

of some other underlying asset, 
such as a bond.

We know that Hillary Clin-
ton has amassed an enormous 
campaign chest by making 
speeches to wealthy donors 
such as hundreds of thousands 
of dollars received from Gold-
man Sachs. Goldman Sachs 
alone has created $51.15 trillion 
in derivatives.

Massive losses by an institu-
tion creating derivatives will 
allow it to use its bank deposits 
to offeset the derivative losses. 
This is known as a bail-in, and 
the depositors can be wiped 
out. The Glass-Steagall Act 
must now be re-enacted to 
prevent Wall Street creation of 
a new class of victims caused 
by financial weapons of mass 
destruction.
robert A. Dahlquist
orange, California

I am writing 
this column 
tonight grateful 
that I am alive. 
I have appar-
ently tempted 
fate more times 
than I could pos-
sibly remember. 
I have walked 
a tightrope, 

dangled from a skyscraper and 
jumped from an airplane with-
out a parachute. I have walked 
with hungry lions, stepped in 
front of gunfire and swam with 
sharks. 

Not really. I’ve managed to 
survive the side effects of pre-
scription medication.

I have watched the advertise-
ments for a dozen or so pre-
scription medications and have 
deduced that the only thing 
worse than the ailments they 
are supposed to cure are the 
side effects. There are these ani-
mated commercials with people 
and their various body parts or 
pills dressed like superheroes 
and they are hilariously opti-
mistic. Until they mention the 
bloating, bleeding gums, diar-
rhea, blurry vision and death. 

Death. Yes, death. One of the 
side effects of many medica-
tions is death. I might be able 
to handle bloody gums and a 
little bathroom time, but death 
is serious business. I’m taking 
these things to prevent death, 
not give it a first-class ticket on 
the Concorde. 

At our age, my wife and I 
take a lot of medications. We 
are far from falling apart, but 
we each have chronic ailments 
that require regular medication. 
For instance, I have GERD, or 
acid reflux. That doesn’t sound 

so bad until you realize Tums 
only do so much. The doctor 
prescribed me a prescription-
strength version of the over-
the-counter stuff and I take it 
regularly. 

One day, I had some time to 
kill after leaving the pharmacy 
and I read the little printout the 
pharmacy prints out for you 
with each medication, even if 
you have been taking the medi-
cation since the ‘80s. I think 
they have to give it out, it’s a 
pharmacy rule. Try asking them 
not to and they get surly like 
you asked them to toss in two 
or three extra pills. Apparently, 
the side effects include stomach 
pain and gas. Well, guess what, 
Dr. McDreamy? I already have 
this with the GERD, I don’t need 
more of it. 

Some of the more entertain-
ing ones are the medications of 
a more, how shall we say, inti-
mate variety. One commercial 
tells you to consult a physician 
if the, well, effects of the medi-
cation have not subsided in four 
hours. While I cannot person-
ally attest to the side effect, the 
prospect of being able to do a 
push-up without using my arms 
is intriguing. Of course, death is 
also a side effect, so this might 
be a one-time event. 

I know there are regulations 
on pharmaceutical companies 
and they are bound by law to 
list each and every side effect of 
the medications regardless of 
how many patients suffered the 
side effect. My neighbor Nor-
man swore on a stack of Bibles 
(actually four Bibles and a 
Louis L’Amour western novel he 
forgot was between two of the 
Bibles) that his blood pressure 
medications made him sing bet-

ter than Robert Goulet. 
Norman could carry a tune, 

but his version of “Camelot” 
paled in comparison to Mr. 
Goulet. I was prescribed the 
same medications a few years 
ago and not once did I see Rob-
ert Goulet’s name on the bottle 
nor the printout from the phar-
macy. My version of “Camelot” 
was patently awful.

I know side effects are im-
portant to know. I know a few 
pharmacists and even some 
doctors and nurses. I know that 
certain medications cannot ever 
be paired with others. I know 
variations of illnesses require 
different medications. I may 
have the same medications as 
someone else, but for different 
ailments. The side effects for 
me may be different than for 
others. I get that. How about I 
discuss that with my doctor or 
the pharmacy?

The commercials are getting 
ridiculous. In 30 seconds, you 
have a little cartoon of a capsule 
wearing a Superman outfit and 
a soothing voice telling you 
how your life is going to change 
once you are taking the stuff. 
For another 30 seconds, you 
hear a solemn monotone telling 
you how the medication you are 
taking for your cat allergy is go-
ing to make you eat copper wir-
ing and speak in tongues.

For now, I’m just gonna take 
my medications and enjoy my 
life free of acid reflux. The gas 
will just have to be a bonus. 

Want to pull my finger?
Joe Weaver, a native of Bal-

timore, is a husband, father, 
pawnbroker and gun collector. 
From his home in New Bern, 
he writes on the lighter side of 
family life.
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thought for today
We do not have a high priest who is unable 

to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who has been tempted in every way, just as we are — 

yet he did not sin. (hebrews 4:15)

prayer: heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of your son. 
Thank you for empathizing with our weaknesses and helping 

us work through them as you live in us and walk with us. 
amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Keven Zepezauer   General Manager

Corey Friedman   editor
Lisa Boykin Batts   associate editor
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Side effects, from scary to comical

Joe 
Weaver

HB2 questions 
linger at start of 
new school year
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W
hat does a 
quirky yet 
beloved New 
Year’s tradi-
tion have to do 

with North Carolina’s much-
maligned bathroom bill?

Clever tactics allowed state 
lawmakers to preserve Brass-
town’s annual Possum Drop 
when it came under fire from 
animal rights activists in 2013. 
Legislators can apply the 
same less-is-more logic to en-
gineer a solution acceptable 
to both sides in the House Bill 
2 debate.

Clay’s Corner, a community 
store in Brasstown, rings in 
the New Year by lowering an 
opossum in a Plexiglas pyra-
mid as the stroke of midnight 
approaches. While organizers 
say the festivities don’t harm 
the small marsupial, People 
for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals sought to end the 
practice.

When critics contended 
the Possum Drop broke state 
law, legislators exempted 
Clay County from any wildlife 
laws related to the Virginia 
opossum between the dates 
of Dec. 26 and Jan. 2. A 2015 
update expanded the exemp-
tion statewide.

By suspending regulations, 
the General Assembly didn’t 
expressly permit the Possum 
Drop. Instead, it removed 
obstacles that could otherwise 
be used to curtail it. 

We find ourselves wonder-
ing whether the same kind of 
arm’s-length, hands-off ap-
proach could bring the HB2 
debacle to a merciful end.

The mess started when 
the Charlotte City Council 
passed a Feb. 24 ordinance 
adding sexual orientation and 
gender identity to the city’s 
nondiscrimination policy 
and requiring businesses and 
government agencies to give 
transgender people access to 
the restrooms and changing 
rooms that match their ex-
pressed gender.

Republican legislative lead-
ers called a March 23 special 
session to invalidate the 
ordinance. Apart from argu-
ing that Charlotte exceeded 
its authority, lawmakers 
whipped up panic over far-
fetched fears of sexual preda-
tors masquerading as trans 
women.

In a single day, they passed 
an everything-but-the-
kitchen-sink bill that requires 
people to use the restrooms 
designated for the gender list-
ed on their birth certificates, 
overwrites nondiscrimination 
policies to exclude gay and 
transgender people from pro-
tected classes and prevents 
cities from setting their own 
minimum wage.

HB2 ignited a national fire-
storm. Musicians canceled 
concerts en masse. PayPal 
scrapped a planned expan-
sion, diverting 700 jobs out of 
state. The NBA All-Star Game 
ditched Charlotte for New Or-
leans. The NCAA and Atlantic 
Coast Conference moved 
their tournaments.

Some estimates peg HB2’s 
economic damage at north 
of $400 million. The law also 
exacted a political toll — in 
a year of GOP dominance, 
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory 
lost his bid for re-election to 
Attorney General Roy Cooper, 
a Democrat who campaigned 
against HB2. Raleigh lawyer 
Josh Stein narrowly beat Wil-
son state Sen. Buck Newton, a 
leading HB2 supporter, in the 
attorney general race.

In a Dillon Rule state where 
cities derive their powers 
from the General Assembly, 
lawmakers quite understand-
ably wanted to keep Charlotte 
in check. But they used a 
sledgehammer where a scal-
pel would have sufficed.

Here’s the shrewdest, 
simplest solution to the HB2 
imbroglio — pass a three-
sentence bill declaring any 
city restroom access rules null 
and void. Then repeal House 
Bill 2 in its entirety. 

Progressives win by getting 
bathroom bans off the books. 
Conservatives win by show-
ing Charlotte who’s boss and 
stopping short of expressly 
permitting restroom choice. 
Both sides can claim victory.

Seems to us the “men,” 
“women” and “unisex” signs 
posted on bathroom doors 
were working just fine before. 
Transgender people used 
their own judgment. If some-
one was born female but is 
now male from all outward 
appearances, that person 
would face less scrutiny in the 
men’s room. Fellow patrons 
didn’t know the difference, 
and it’s really none of their 
business anyway.

Excluding the title, the 2013 
opossum bill consists of just 
57 words, a model of legisla-
tive restraint. House Bill 2 
drones on for five pages of 
dense legalese.

Both Charlotte’s ordinance 
and HB2 can rightly be de-
scribed as solutions in search 
of a problem. Both represent 
an incursion of government 
into private life for the sole 
purpose of social engineering.

Lawmakers should press 
the reset button, taking North 
Carolina back to a time when 
Tar Heels were trusted to fig-
ure out bathroom issues for 
themselves.

A couple lean, simple sen-
tences is all it takes. Let the 
possum be your guide.

Why not finish the job?

A couple of 
years ago, a 
considerable 
investment 

was made by Barton 
College and several 
agencies to beautify 
the Atlantic Christian 
College Drive entrance 

to the Barton campus. 
Once to the east on ACC 
Drive beyond Nash 
Street, it is impressive.

What ruins it all is the ragged 
edge at Nash and College, espe-
cially the crosswalk. There are 
broken curbs, an unfinished, 
broken and jagged sidewalk 
and a dip at the end of the 
crosswalk which has grown 
deeper over the summer and 

now catches unsuspecting driv-
ers by surprise when their bum-
pers scrape the pavement. Next 
summer, there may be a cave-in 
of the crosswalk. Several haz-
ards exist, which need to be 
removed and repaired.

I understand that the respon-
sibility to finish the job rests 
with the city of Wilson. Why not 
finish it?
paul Brant
Vicar, st. therese Catholic Church
Wilson

It’s that time of 
year again. It’s 
the time of year 
when everyone, 
young or old, 
compiles their 
list of things they 
want for Christ-
mas.

Most people 
of any age have 
a short list of 

things they would like to see 
under the Christmas tree. For 
kids, that list never includes 
underwear or socks. For adults, 
underwear and socks might not 
be a glamorous gift, but we can 
appreciate the utility of both. 

When I was about 11 years 
old, my Christmas list was about 
40 pages with an appendix, in-
dex and footnotes. By the time 
I turned 25, a carton of smokes 
and a gift card from pretty much 
anywhere covered it. 

While we spend most of the 
holiday season wishing for 
things we want or can use, there 
is always that gift that comes out 
of nowhere that has no rhyme 
or reason and you cannot think 
of any possible explanation for 
why you received it. 

About 10 years ago, someone 
got me a pool cue. I don’t play 
pool. I can’t tell you the last time 
I was in a billiards parlor, but I 
think it was more than 10 years 
ago. There is nothing about me 
that tells anyone that I am up for 
a quick game of nine-ball. I don’t 
know if it was a good pool cue or 
a lousy one. I couldn’t really tell. 

If it was a good one, I would 
have never known because, if I 
remember from the last time I 
played pool, I am terrible at it. I 
am certainly not skilled enough 
to warrant my own cue. I can 
play badly with the free loaners 

at the pool hall. 
My mother-in-law got me a 

sweater every Christmas until 
the last year or so. There was 
nothing wrong with any of the 
sweaters and I still have them. 
My wife told me I could not ask 
for another sweater because we 
have no more room for the ones 
I have gotten for myself and the 
ones her mother had gotten for 
me. Besides, we live in an area 
where “sweater weather” is 
quite brief and I cannot possibly 
wear 20 years worth of sweat-
ers in a time period that lasts six 
weeks. 

I have cardigans and pullovers 
and turtlenecks and ones that 
make me look like the British 
commandos in a World War II 
movie. There are earth tones 
and bright colors and argyles 
and stripes. There are cable knit 
and ragg wool and one that has 
a little red polo player on it. I 
like the one that has the leather 
elbow patches, but my wife says 
I look pompous in it. 

In my defense, elbow patches 
or not, she thinks I look pomp-
ous in pretty much anything. 

I would rather not get one of 
those “books” of Life Savers. 
Life Savers are a fine candy, 
but I think a single roll of them 
would be sufficient. I don’t need 
a cardboard box shaped like a 
book with 10 rolls of Life Savers 
in it. Most of the time, I only like 
the flavor of one roll and having 
nine others that I won’t eat is not 
worth the demolition project it 
takes to open the stupid box.

My mother used to put a can 
of Dinty Moore beef stew in my 
stocking when I was young and 
single and lived alone.  I have 
never liked Dinty Moore beef 
stew and explained it was my 
brother who liked it, but every 

year, I got a can of stew in my 
stocking. It made shopping for 
my brother quite easy. 

Mom would put together a 
collection of necessities for the 
stocking. Shaving cream, razors, 
toothpaste, etc. It might sound 
goofy to some, but for a few 
weeks, I didn’t need to shop for 
toiletries. One year, my mother 
put some toiletries that were de-
cidedly feminine in my stocking. 
I imagine they were meant for 
my sister and not me, so I passed 
them on to her when Mom 
wasn’t looking. 

My wife and I would like to 
ask our friends and family not to 
get us anything “Of The Month.” 
No fruit, beer, cheese, cookies, 
nuts or flowers of the month. 
It’s kinda cool for the first two 
months or so, but come October, 
you get sick of all the beer and 
cheese and there’s not enough 
fruit or flowers to make it any 
better.

The true gift for us is together-
ness. This year, my brother and 
his family are coming to visit 
from Ireland. We don’t get to see 
them much and it will be nice to 
see them. I’m looking forward 
to being together when we open 
our gifts from each other at my 
mother’s house on Christmas 
morning. As it usually is when 
they visit, it will be raucous and 
loud and filled with excitement. 
Presents will be exchanged and 
Mom will hand out the stockings. 

My brother will be going home 
to Ireland with memories of a 
true family Christmas. And an 
extra can of stew.

Joe Weaver, a native of Bal-
timore, is a husband, father, 
pawnbroker and gun collector. 
From his home in New Bern, he 
writes on the lighter side of fam-
ily life.
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thought for today
Jesus asked (the disciples), “Why are you frightened? 

Don’t you have faith yet?” (Mark 4:40)

prayer: Dear Lord, give us faith in you 
so that we are not afraid of stormy seas. amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Keven Zepezauer   General Manager

Corey Friedman   editor
Lisa Boykin Batts   associate editor
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Play possum 
to replace HB2

Christmas lists evolve as we grow

Joe 
Weaver
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S
en. Rick Horner didn’t 
create the mess, but 
he’s willing to roll up 
his sleeves to help 
fix it.

Wilson County’s newest 
state legislator expressed op-
timism that cooler heads will 
prevail in the partisan grudge 
match still simmering on Jones 
Street over our state’s world-
famous bathroom bill. 

Horner told the Times this 
week that he’ll work toward a 
compromise to remove HB2 
from the books and prevent 
cities from plunging headlong 
into the shark-infested waters 
of gender identity and rest-
room access.

“I don’t have an issue with 
repealing the bill,” Horner said. 
“I don’t think Charlotte had a 
right to do what it did. I just 
think we need to figure out 
a way to preserve where we 
were prior to HB2.”

A statewide reset — strik-
ing down Charlotte’s LGBT-
friendly nondiscrimination 
ordinance and the state’s 
LGBT-hostile Public Facilities 
Privacy and Security Act — 
would serve as an effective 
compromise that most North 
Carolinians can live with.

In an overture of inclusion 
for the transgender commu-
nity, Charlotte passed a city 
rule allowing people to use 
the bathrooms that aligned 
with their gender identity. This 
didn’t sit well with Republi-
can legislative leaders, who 
objected to private businesses 
being forced to accommodate 
personal choices to which they 
may object on moral and tradi-
tional grounds.

The General Assembly coun-
tered with HB2, which pur-
ports to protect restroom pri-
vacy by requiring people to use 
sex-segregated facilities that 
correspond to the gender on 
their birth certificate, though 
the law is a paper tiger with no 
enforcement mechanism and 
no penalty for violators.

From where we sit, the en-
tire contrived controversy is a 
phantom. Most transgender 
people share the outward 
physical characteristics of 
the gender with which they 
identify. We don’t think they 
needed Charlotte’s permission 
to answer nature’s call, and 
we don’t think the legislature’s 
empty threat is doing anything 
to stop them.

Ironically, the businesses 
GOP lawmakers claimed to 
defend found House Bill 2 in-
tolerable. Blue-chip companies 
called the law discriminatory 

and scrapped plans to bring 
jobs. Musicians canceled con-
certs. The NBA and NCAA 
moved basketball tournaments 
out of state in protest. National 
news networks trained the 
harsh glare of their studio 
lights on our state.

HB2’s economic impact — 
more than half a billion dollars 
in lost revenue, by some esti-
mates — and waves of negative 
publicity are reasons enough 
to put this failed experiment 
in big-government bathroom 
bans behind us.

The partisan bickering and 
political dysfunction HB2 has 
spawned is, perhaps, an even 
better one.

Extremists on the far left and 
far right have dominated the 
discussion, leaving little room 
for compromise. That’s why a 
deal to repeal House Bill 2 and 
enact a moratorium on city 
nondiscrimination rules sank 
in the state Senate Dec. 21.

It’s time to send the squab-
bling children to their corners 
and listen to the grownups in 
the room.

Rick Horner is one such adult, 
a pragmatic Republican who re-
alizes HB2 needs to go, but also 
wants to ensure that this costly 
episode is not soon repeated.

Horner said a repeal of 
House Bill 2 must be packaged 
with a moratorium in order to 
ensure that Charlotte’s over-
reach won’t be repeated some-
where else, prompting another 
heavy-handed overreaction 
from the General Assembly. 
We agree.

Democrats balked at the 
moratorium on Dec. 21. We 
urge them to go back to the ne-
gotiating table. This is the right 
deal at the right time, and with 
veto-proof GOP majorities in 
both chambers, it may be the 
best bargain they can get.

Some on the left may con-
sider it a setback that cities 
can’t pay lip service to diversity 
and inclusiveness through 
symbolic ordinances. Instead, 
they should consider their 
glass half-full in ridding North 
Carolina of HB2’s folly. 

Some Republicans, too, are 
wary of compromise, insisting 
that House Bill 2 should stand. 
To them, we ask exactly what 
problem this law solves with 
Charlotte’s ordinance off the 
books. It represents a stag-
gering economic cost with no 
tangible gain.

Moderates on the left and 
right need to stand up to the 
extreme factions in their 
parties and govern from the 
center.

putin the wrong leader 
for trump to admire

Not to put too 
much conno-
tation on the 
terms; are we 

not seeing Trump tell-
ing us he admires Putin 
who stole land from the 
Ukranians and caused 
harm to 21,000 of them 
recently in losing their 
homes and land and a 
seaport suitable for Rus-

sian navy? 
Trump tells us how smart Pu-

tin is while he has also screwed 
many contractors out of be-
ing paid — making us wonder 
if this is the new norm for  
“smart.” 

Is it smart if you don’t pay 
taxes and smart if you steal 
land by force and ruin 21,000 
lives overseas and then hack 
into many countries’ systems 
because of sanctions for Rus-
sian behaviors?

Senators and congressmen 
who have experience with 
Russian leader Vladimir Putin 
know he is criminal. His gov-
ernment allegedly shot down a 

Dutch airliner, killing 234 peo-
ple not involved with Ukrane. 
And this is someone Trump ad-
mires?  An international thief, 
killer, former KGB officer and 
at sanction with most of the al-
lied world for his unscrupulous 
actions and deaths. 

 Is Trump seduced or does he 
plan on buying some property 
in Russia for his future ? Is he 
naïve or just not reading up on 
Putin’s resume?

If he reads it, he will fire Putin 
— let’s hope. Or is his ego too 
large and in the way of Ameri-
can values?
Bob plesha
elm City

RALEIGH — 
Lawyers know 
never to ask 
a question for 
which they don’t 
know the an-
swer.

Likewise, leg-
islative leaders 
should know 
never to make a 

deal for which they don’t have 
their caucus’s approval.

House Bill 2 survives today 
because legislative leaders 
made a deal to repeal the bath-
room bill with then-Gov.-elect 
Roy Cooper without first deter-
mining that they had the votes 
to do so. The process by which 
the repeal legislation died 
shows how a minority can run 
the General Assembly.

Most of us learned in el-
ementary school that majority 
rules, and we expect that to be 
the case in the legislature. On 
repeal of HB 2, there probably 
was a majority of at least 61 
representatives and 26 senators 
ready in support. But majority 
didn’t rule.

The deal was simple. If 
Charlotte repealed the LGBT 
ordinance that prompted the 
legislature to pass HB 2 last 
year, then the legislature would 
repeal HB 2.

House Speaker Tim Moore 
and Senate President Pro-tem 
Phil Berger had offered that 
deal to Democrats months ago. 

They must have had the sup-
port of their Republican col-
leagues at the time to do so.

Before controversial legisla-
tion goes to the floor of either 
chamber, however, legislators 
meet in their respective party 
caucuses to decide whether 
unified action is necessary and, 
if so, whether to vote up or 
down.

There were good reasons 
for Republicans to want HB 2 
repealed. The law gave North 
Carolina a black eye nationally, 
cost the state millions in can-
celled sports and entertainment 
events and led to the out-of-
state relocation of conventions 
and previously announced 
business expansions. It’s widely 
suspected that some businesses 
aren’t even considering a move 
here because of the law.

Republicans also fear busi-
ness backlash for the special 
fall legislative election ordered 
by a federal court. Dozens of 
incumbent Republicans will 
have to run for re-election in 
new, supposedly less-friendly 
districts on municipal election 
day, and Republicans don’t 
have great relations with city 
voters right now.

So, there was sentiment for 
repeal, but a majority of Re-
publicans did not materialize 
in those caucuses. A bargain 
that rank-and-file Republicans 
agreed to months ago was no 
longer acceptable to them. 

Things had changed.
Republicans in December 

had just won an election, had a 
brash new president-elect, re-
newed veto-proof majorities in 
each house and a new Demo-
cratic governor-elect who they 
preferred to put in his place. 
With Lt. Gov. Dan Forest, the 
future of the GOP, in the lead of 
the anti-repeal forces, Republi-
can lawmakers said no.

While a majority in their cau-
cuses, the Republican legisla-
tors probably did not constitute 
a majority of our 120 represen-
tatives and 50 senators. Had 
the repeal bill come to the floor, 
there were probably enough 
Republican votes to pass it with 
Democratic help.

But repealing the bill in such 
a way would not be good for 
Republican unity, so Berger 
and Moore went looking for 
ways to blame Democrats for 
the repeal bill’s defeat. They 
added a provision Democrats 
could not accept, and when 
Democrats balked, they ac-
cused Democrats of breaking 
the deal. In reality, though, 
Democrats had never agreed to 
the extra provision; it was not 
part of the original deal.

All this means HB 2 won’t go 
away until a majority of Repub-
licans decide to ditch it.

Paul T. O’Connor writes for 
the Capitol Press Association 
and has covered state govern-
ment for 39 years.
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thought for today
Jesus said, “Whoever drinks the water i give them will never 
thirst. indeed, the water i give them will become in them a 

spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:14)

prayer: Loving God, open our eyes to see, and help us to learn 
the lessons your creation can teach us. amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Keven Zepezauer   General Manager

Corey Friedman   editor
Lisa Boykin Batts   associate editor
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W
ilson City 
Councilman 
Donald Evans 
shifted the 
House Bill 2 

debate from the philosophical 
to the practical.

During a Friday legislative 
breakfast hosted by the Wil-
son Economic Development 
Council, Evans preempted 
the arguments for and against 
North Carolina’s notorious 
transgender bathroom ban 
and deftly zeroed in on the 
law’s lack of enforcement pro-
visions.

“(I)f we have a bill that says 
it’s determined by the sex on 
your birth certificate, how do 
you enforce something like 
that?” Evans asked. “Are we 
going to put a guard on each 
bathroom and say ‘I’m going to 
check you before you go in this 
bathroom?’”

HB2 makes no provision for 
potty police or shower sentries, 
of course, and as we’ve pointed 
out in this space before, the 
five-page Public Facilities Pri-
vacy and Security Act doesn’t 
list any consequences for 
those found in violation — or, 
for that matter, how violators 
could even be identified. Strip 
searches don’t sound like the 
work of small-government 
conservatives to us.

Rep. Susan Martin, R-Wil-
son, who voted for HB2 and 
remains a supporter of the law, 
told Evans the intent was to 
prevent men from exploiting 
trans-friendly bathroom poli-
cies to spy on women and girls.

“If he goes into the YMCA 
locker room and sits there 
naked while the little girls are 
changing and nobody can 
get him out because it’s legal, 
that’s really the only time,” 
Martin said.

Setting aside the fact that 
HB2 only sets policy for gov-
ernment facilities and leaves 
private groups like the YMCA 
to make their own rules, Evans 
had the perfect comeback.

“Daddies will get him out,” 
he said.

Social problems call for so-
cial solutions, not nanny-state 
meddling. The city councilman 
is more in touch with true con-
servatism than GOP leaders 
in the General Assembly who 
think it’s the state’s job to pre-
emptively intervene in hypo-
thetical conflicts.

Let’s say you’re convinced 
government ought to sort out 
who’s male and who’s female 
and direct them to the appro-
priate restrooms. If that’s your 
belief, HB2 fails you. There’s 
no screening system in place, 
and if there was, it would be 
laughed out of court for being 
so blatantly illegal.

North Carolina has no “stop 
and identify” law, meaning 
police can’t demand ID from 
folks unless they’re being de-
tained on reasonable suspicion 
of committing a crime. Raleigh 
police have gone on the record 
as saying officers can’t arrest 
someone for merely using the 
wrong bathroom.

As for rapists, child molest-
ers and peeping toms, their 
crimes were outlawed decades 
before HB2 was ever drafted. 
If a sexual predator intends 
to commit a violent felony, a 
toothless bathroom ban has 
zero deterrent value. It’s pre-
cisely the same reason that 
“gun-free zones” don’t stop 
mass shootings.

House Bill 2 doesn’t keep re-
strooms and showers free from 
leering lurkers. It’s all bark 
and no bite, a weak imitation 
of a law that has absolutely no 
practical effect.

Wait, we take that back. It’s 
cost our state half a billion dol-
lars and counting in economic 
development from business 
boycotts, canceled concerts 
and forfeited basketball tourna-
ments. 

HB2 won’t keep us safe in 
the showers, but as long as it 
stays on the books, it will con-
tinue to take us to the cleaners.

Fulfill America’s promise 
of hope to refugees

My grandfa-
ther, Albert 
Joseph Bi-
alek, came 

to the United States 
from Poland in 1910.   
Per the Ellis Island 
website, he boarded the 
ship Kaiser Wilhelm 
der Grosse in Bremen, 
Germany — formerly 
Prussia.  He had just 
completed his service in 
the Austrian Army. 

Poland at that time was di-
vided into three spheres of in-
fluence by Austria, Prussia and 
Russia. Upon being discharged, 
he returned to his father’s 
farm. Officers from the Austrian 

Army made an attempt to reen-
list him, but tradition dictated 
that he could remain at home 
so long as he was sorely needed 
on the farm. Immediately after 
the officers departed, Albert’s 
father gave him his brother’s 
travel documents and instructed 
him to emigrate to the United 
States. His father knew that war 
was coming and he didn’t want 
to lose his son to it. 

It took me longer to locate my 
grandfather on the passenger 
list because I had forgotten he 
was traveling under the name 
Jan and not Albert. Given the 
fact that Albert entered the 
United States under the name 
Jan Bialek and later burned 
his immigration papers, it is 
evident he was by definition an 
“illegal immigrant.” 

He went on to become a very 
hardworking brick mason and 
law-abiding citizen, raising 12 
children with the help of his 
Polish wife Mary, nee Mazan. 

The rest, as they say, is history.
The United States a country 

of immigrants.  In fact, all the 
major cities at one time served 
as incubators for immigrants to 
not only become accustomed 
to the ways of this country, but 
also to intermingle with each 
other — often prohibited in 
their homelands. It’s a shame 
the inner cities were handed 
over to the absentee landlords 
following World War II. Just 
imagine how much stronger 
and united our country might 
have been had this unofficial 
tradition continued. 

Gentrification is not the an-
swer. Preventing immigration is 
not the solution. Intense vetting is 
acceptable during these challeng-
ing times, but to unfairly deny one 
person access to the United States 
makes us all orphans again.  

As a popular song goes: “Let 
me in, immigration man.”
Joe Bialek
Cleveland, ohio

RALEIGH — 
No doubt envious 
of all the atten-
tion federal politi-
cians are getting 
in our chaotic 
nation’s capital, 
North Carolina’s 
political lead-
ers have set off 
a constitutional 

controversy of their own.
In December, the General As-

sembly passed legislation requir-
ing Gov. Roy Cooper’s cabinet 
secretaries to submit to confirma-
tion hearings. Cooper has sued 
in response, and a three-judge 
panel has temporarily halted the 
hearings.

Philosophically, legislative Re-
publicans have a strong case.

Our system of government is 
based on checks and balances. 
While the governor controls the 
executive branch, the powers to 
do so are not absolute. The leg-
islative branch has a legitimate 
role in assessing beforehand the 
people to whom the governor 
would give control of billion-dol-
lar departments and the power 
to decide the myriad important 
questions that face that agency 
every day.

Under the system in place for 
decades and the one Cooper ar-
gues to continue, governors have 
simply chosen cabinet secretar-
ies without their undergoing any 
outside scrutiny. We’ve been for-
tunate to have had as many good 
secretaries as we’ve had.

At other levels of government, 

we don’t grant power so blithely. 
For example, while not being a 
perfect comparison, our school 
boards, municipal councils and 
county commissions implement 
exhaustive search processes to 
find new superintendents and 
managers respectively.

Candidates for such jobs 
regularly undergo numerous 
interviews, intense background 
checks and, in a recent develop-
ment, daylong screenings that 
include complex role-playing 
exercises. They do that for jobs 
that control much less money and 
affect far fewer lives than cabinet 
secretaries.

At the state level, there should 
be meaningful confirmation hear-
ings. If the courts eventually rule 
that the state constitution does 
not already provide for confirm-
ing cabinet secretaries, then it 
should be amended to do so.

Of course, when Republicans 
employ the “good government” 
rationale for instituting these 
hearings, as they have this year, 
they sound as sincere as the 
automated voice you hear when 
you call your cable-TV company: 
“Your call is important to us.”

It’s important to take this “ad-
vise and consent” initiative in the 
context of everything else our 
Republican legislature has done 
since 2011.

Time and again, Sen. Phil Berg-
er, his minions and his allies in 
the House have rationalized voter 
suppression, executive branch 
power grabs, government reor-
ganizations, undemocratic redis-

tricting and autocratic behavior 
on good-government grounds 
when it is obvious that they just 
want to consolidate and expand 
their political power.

Had Berger and House Speaker 
Tim Moore been genuinely con-
cerned about cabinet appoint-
ments, they would have passed 
their law during a regular legisla-
tive session, with advance notice 
and after the kind of in-depth 
hearings that they now want 
for the cabinet appointments. 
Instead, they rolled it out during 
a previously unannounced spe-
cial session at the height of the 
Christmas shopping season. And, 
they should have done it when it 
would have applied to a governor 
of their own party, thus softening 
the law’s partisan edge.

Their hypocrisy in preaching 
“good government” is breathtak-
ing.

If we want such a thing, we 
should take the confirmation pro-
cess further than the Republicans 
propose and confirm the appoint-
ment of cabinet secretaries, their 
senior deputies and like persons 
in Council of State departments. 
Furthermore, legislative appoint-
ments, such as to the UNC Board 
of Governors, should be subject 
to gubernatorial veto with no 
override.

Let’s really implement govern-
ment checks and balances, and 
stop playing political games.

Paul T. O’Connor writes for the 
Capitol Press Association and has 
covered state government for 39 
years.
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thought for today
Jesus said, “i am with you alway, even unto the end of 

the world.” (Matthew 28:20)

prayer: Dear God, help us to please you through our actions 
today. amen.

Morgan Dickerman   publisher
Keven Zepezauer   General Manager

Corey Friedman   editor
Lisa Boykin Batts   associate editor
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