




According to Chris Wallace on Fox News 
Sunday, “Every Republican nominee since 
Richard Nixon, who at one time was under 
an audit, has released their tax returns.”

No major party nominee has failed to 
release returns since at least 1976, so what’s 
holding up Donald Trump? Perhaps it’s 
because they’ll show he isn’t the billionaire he 
claims to be. Perhaps Trump has not made 
the millions of dollars of charitable contribu-
tions he claims to have made. Or, more trou-
bling, it may be due to connections to various 
Russian oligarchs, whose wealth Trump relies 
on to fund his many ventures. Trump’s son, 
Donald Jr., told a real estate conference in 
2008, “Russians make up a pretty dispropor-
tionate cross-section of a lot of our assets, we 
see a lot of money pouring in from Russia.”

Trump adviser Carter Page has extensive 
dealings with Gazprom, the Russian state-
run energy company with strong ties to Putin 
and his inner circle. Trump campaign chair-
man Paul Manafort consulted for former 
Ukrainian President Victor Yanukovich, a 
key Putin ally, until his ouster in February 
2014. 

What will Trump do if Putin makes it 
known that he wants to complete the annexa-
tion of Crimea, or perhaps all of Ukraine? 
That’s a question that concerns ethics law-
yers who worked for President George W. 
Bush, presidential candidates Bob Dole, John 
Kerry, and Mitt Romney, among others. 

Trump’s conflicts of interest aren’t limited 
to Russian investors, he’s invested in 500-plus 
companies around the world. Many are lim-
ited liability corporations related to real estate 
holdings, including properties in Panama, 
Istanbul, Mumbai, Puerto Rico and Dubai. 
How would Trump behave if one of those 
countries says they’ll nationalize his local 
assets if the U.S. doesn’t relent on some issue 
or give them preferential trade treatment?

The Donald has waffled when describ-
ing his relationship with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. Trump now claims he’s 
never spoken to Putin, yet in 2014 Trump 
said he did. According to Trump in 2014, 
Putin “could not have been nicer”. 

Recently Trump has praised Putin as a 
canny leader who he respects. Ivanka Trump 
recently posted on social media a photo of 
herself and Putin’s girlfriend out sightseeing 
together.

Is Trump selfless and patriotic enough 
to let his investments take it on the chin in 
order to advance American interests around 
the world? Releasing tax returns showing his 
charitable donations might be one way to 
measure that.

JC Dufresne is a liberal activist and current 
member of the State Democratic Executive 
Committee, representing Senate District 25. 
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Schriewer Road in Seguin
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OUR SCHOOLS SISD Superintendent 
Stetson Roane
MAIL: 1221 E. Kingsbury 
Street, Seguin TX, 78155
PHONE: 830-372-5771
WEB: seguinisd.net

The Seguin Gazette runs a govern-
ment contact list every day on 
page 4.
SUNDAY: Federal  

government officials

TUESDAY: State  
government officials

WEDNESDAY: County 
government officials

THURSDAY: Seguin 

government officials

FRIDAY: School district 
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NISD Superintendent 
Dee Carter
MAIL: 6450 N State Hwy 
123, Seguin, TX 78155
PHONE: 830-372-1930
WEB: www.nisd.us

MISD Superintendent 
Kelly Walters
MAIL: 214 W Huebinger St 
Marion TX. 78124
PHONE: 830-914-2803 
WEB: www.marion.txed.net

BOARD MEETS: Third Wednesday, 7 p.m., 
Marion Meeting and Conference Center, 
214 Huebinger St.

BOARD MEETS: Third Monday, 7 p.m., 
Navarro Junior High Cafeteria, 6450 N State 
Hwy 123

BOARD MEETS: Second and fourth 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Boardroom Oak Park 
Mall, 1221 E. Kingsbury.

The Seguin area is served primarily 
by three public school districts — the 
Seguin Independent School District, 
Navarro Independent School District and 
Marion Independent School District.

To the right you’ll find the contact 
information for the superintendents of 
the districts as well as information on the 
members of the individual school boards 
and when and where they meet.

The districts also place copies of the 
agendas for each meeting on their web-
sites where you can download in PDF 
form and look at or print.

Recently, an individual men-
tioned to me just how upset he 
was about the media’s continuous 
coverage of a certain presidential 
candidate, political party and their 
supporters who continually roll 
out obvious misguided conspiracy 
theories and lies. He was referring 
to how the media doesn’t provide 
the voters with reliable informa-
tion. He felt that all they provide 
is negative conspiracy baiting 
intended to gain political advan-
tage.

I couldn’t agree more.
Every time I turn around, 

the Democrats and their favor-
ite “journalists” are attempting to 
smear Donald Trump or his sup-
porters — or even stooping to 
provide a constant stream of nega-
tive ads about Trump’s wife and 
children and stating how “dumb” 
this successful business man actu-
ally is.

Additionally, the Democrat’s 
failure to provide factual informa-
tion about Hillary Clinton’s miss-
ing emails, her obvious hushed 
poor health issues, or even a 
full financial accounting of her 
Clinton Foundation “charity.” 

While Hillary is attempting to 
deflect some of her very real “con-
spiracy” activities from front-page 
news coverage, she continues to 
falsely accuse Trump of being the 
one infected with the conspiracy 
virus. In her blurry world view, 
Trump’s repeated proposed poli-
cies on protecting our national 
borders, growing the numbers of 
real job holders with good-paying 
jobs, destroying the very “threats” 
against our country and its citizens, 
by ISIS, Iran, Pakistan, thousands 
of radicalized Muslims, and a few 
other misguided nation-states, 
and generally growing our coun-
try’s future economic strength, are 
all nothing more than made-up 
conspiracies according to Hillary.

Wait a minute! I’m now told 
that the guy first mentioned above 
was referring to the Republican 
Party and not the Democrat Party 
with his “conspiracy” reporting 
comments.

Really?
Can we finally get past this 

“conspiracy” garbage and start to 
compare some real differences 
in the candidate’s positions that 
will affect us all for many years 
to come? Let’s take a look at both 
Trump’s and Clinton’s stated plans 
to improve our country’s economy.

 Clinton who addressed the 
issue of the economy in Raleigh, 
North Carolina recently. She stat-
ed that she had a “five-point plan 
for the economy.” To begin with, 
Clinton says that she wants “to 
abolish tax loopholes.” How? “Let 
us make sure that the Wall Street 
corporations and the super-rich 
pay their fair share of taxes.”

Additionally, Clinton pledged 
to expand efforts to improve upon 
the condition of the nation’s infra-
structure and create incentives for 
companies to provide profit shar-
ing for their employees.

Clinton picked up on a Bernie 
Sander’s theme of raising the mini-
mum wage and to “strengthen the 
rights of trade unions.” And she 
would “reject international trade 
agreements that hurt American 
workers.”

Here’s Trump’s “An America 
First Economic Plan” presented by 
Trump while speaking before the 
Detroit Economic Club in Detroit 
recently.

Regarding tax reform, Trump 
stated that “taxes are one of the 
biggest differences in this race.” 

“I am proposing an across-
the-board income tax reduction, 
especially for middle-income 
Americans.” He went on to say 

that “The rich will pay their fair 
share …” and that “Tax simplifica-
tion will be a major feature of the 
plan,” he said. 

There will be an immediate 
moratorium on new agency regu-
lations and a canceling of all illegal 
and overreaching executive orders 
as part of the plan according to 
Trump.

He stated that unnecessary 
federal regulations “will be elimi-
nated.” Also, trade reform will be 
a major target of the plan—espe-
cially trade with China. 

Regulations affecting various 
forms of energy creation and pro-
duction will be adjusted to allow 
for more employment estimated at 
being over 500,000 new jobs annu-
ally, and with an ultimate increase 
in our GDP by an estimated $100 
billion dollars annually.

And Trump was emphatic with 
his statement that “We will put our 
coal miners and steel workers back 
to work.” as an integral part of his 
economic plan. 

Fact or fiction by either or 
both? You decide.

Bob Grafe is a former manag-
ing editor of the Gazette and is 
Republican Pct. 107’s Chairman.

JC Dufresne
From the Left

Bob Grafe
From the Right

Lack of public comment shameful
We’re proud of the students of 

Seguin ISD. We’re proud of the 
teachers and staff. They’re more 
than just a part of our commu-
nity — students and teachers are 
its heart. 

And we’re certainly proud 
of the hundreds of people who 
showed up Thursday for a spe-
cial meeting of the district’s 
board of trustees. 

It’s a shame we can’t say we’re 
also proud of how the board 
conducted that meeting.

By choosing to prohibit pub-
lic comment — even threat-
ening to have Seguin Police 
Department officers remove the 
public — the board displayed a 
shameful unwillingness to listen 
to the voices of those who have 
entrusted them with positions of 
influence. 

That meeting covered the 
school district’s planned acqui-
sition — a 5-year lease with 
option to buy — of  local AM 
radio station KWED and the 

station’s print publication, The 
Seguin Daily News. 

The meeting was standing-
room only by the time things got 
started, with dozens more lined 
up in the hallway outside the 
boardroom. 

That’s some incredible turn-
out, especially given that the 
board elected to hold the meet-
ing at noon on a workday. 

Participating in local govern-
ment, caring for your commu-
nity, making your voice heard 

— these are the duties of an 
informed citizenry and, here in 
Seguin, our residents are obvi-
ously passionate about those 
duties. 

Unfortunately their voices 
went largely unheard. That the 
board members were well within 
their legal rights — Texas law 
leaves public comment entirely 
up to the governing body in 
question and prohibits interrup-
tions — makes it no less shame-
ful and cowardly.  

When the community turns 
up in the hundreds for a school 
board meeting held during work 
hours, elected officials would do 
well to hear them out. 

Government in our republic 
governs only through the con-
sent of the governed. The Seguin 
ISD Board of Trustees works 
for the people that were in that 
room, not the other way around. 

Our Voice is the opinion of the 
Seguin Gazette editorial board. 

Having Libertarian political 
junkies for friends can make for 
some interesting car conversa-
tions on the way back from the 
dance hall. Most people would 
likely be reviewing their best and 
worst moments on the floor and 
with whom, whereas my good 
friend Kris Celera (Texas State’s 
very own Donald Tramp) ended 
up immersed in philosophical 
theory. What has kept my mind 
busy since then is the idea of an 
“automated economy.” 

We are currently a post indus-
trial society with a service econo-
my. What’s the next step? It seems 
to be automation. With all this 
talk of raising the minimum wage 
(and removing the right to work 
from the poor) it only makes 
sense. Automation has been used 
as a threat for a long time, and is 
only recently being implemented 
by major fast food chains like 
McDonald’s. 

The truth, however, is that 
automation could extend much 
further, especially in areas like 
manufacturing. If we were to 

switch immediately to our cur-
rent maximum ability to automate 
industries, we would have well 
over forty percent unemployment.

That’s more than the great 
depression, which we today have 
no comprehension of. Kris con-
tended that the inevitable depres-
sion following such a transition 
would create economic turmoil 
and might even be an unsavory 
end to capitalism, as efficiency 
would hit it’s peak. I thought it 
over, unwilling to believe that any-
thing that improves our standard 
of living can be so bad. In science 
fiction, it just works.

Eventually I found Stefan 
Molyneux could explain why 
in reality, and the long run leav-
ing capitalism at play to make 
the transition as necessary, it can 
work, and is beneficial to every-
one. At least in a free society. 

Before discovering his reason-
ing, I had made some consider-
ations myself with basic history 
as my primary source. The agrar-
ian revolution caused changes in 
humanity and human behavior 
that evolution still itself has yet 
to catch up with. Long ago, our 
ancestors went from being hunter-

gatherers to farmers — rapidly. 
Since then, technology has devel-
oped exponentially. 

Were people back then wor-
ried, “all the hunters and gath-
erers will be out of jobs, what 
will people do now that there’s so 
much more time and food avail-
able!” I don’t think so, I think 
they were more comfortable and 
able to work on other things, like 
advancing humanity in ways they 
never could have even thought of 
before.

Molyneux proposes that with 
automation things become cheap-
er, and we therefore need to work 
less for the same goods. Molyneux 
also points out that industries 
rarely automate at the same time. 
As one industry makes its goods 
and service cheaper, it lessens 
the pressure for other industries 
to automate theirs and, in turn, 
makes them more profitable until 
further advancements in society 
and technology make it viable to 
automate as well. 

An automated economy hap-
pening overnight with all it’s flaws 
— it’s just not going to happen in 
real life, as long as the free market 
is allowed to take us in the right 

direction at the right time.
Advances in technology make 

people free to do other things they 
couldn’t before. That is the greatest 
gift to progress there is. Fearing 
automation can be understand-
able by those whose only skills lie 
in that which automation seeks 
to replace, but that is truly what 
limits us now. 

Over time, as technology has 
advanced, average human IQs 
have as well. People must educate 
themselves to be more valuable, 
but we don’t value education as 
much as we claim to, and the 
motivation is just not there with 
the general population. 

With a Libertarian mindset we 
could work toward an automated 
economy in a way that’s favorable 
and fair for all: by letting the free 
market decide where and when, 
and using capitalism as a means 
to “force” people to educate them-
selves to keep up with technology 
and creatively find new ways of 
making themselves more valu-
able.

Ross Leone is the chairman of the 
Guadalupe County Libertarian Party. 
Libertarian Party.

Nothing to fear from industry automation
Ross Leone

A Libertarian View
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UP fax machine: 830-379-8328

hand deliver: Gazette office at 1012 
Schriewer Road in Seguin

postal: PO Box 1200, Seguin, TX 
78156-1201

OUR GOVERNMENT
President Barack Obama
MAIL: The White House, 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20500
PHONE: 202-456-1111
ELECTRONIC: www.whitehouse.
gov/contact/submit-questions-and-
comments

Vice President Joe Biden
MAIL: The White House, 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20500
PHONE: 202-456-1111
ELECTRONIC: www.whitehouse. 
gov/contact-vp

Senator John Cornyn
MAIL: 517 Hart Senate Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20510
PHONE: 202-456-1111 (D.C.)
PHONE: 210-224-7485 (San Antonio)
ELECTRONIC: www.cornyn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?p=ContactForm

Senator Ted Cruz
MAIL: 185 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510
PHONE: 202-224-5922 (D.C.)
PHONE: 210-340-2885 (San Antonio)
ELECTRONIC: www.cruz.senate.gov/contact.cfm

Congressman Rubén Hinojosa
MAIL: 2262 Rayburn HOB, Washington, DC 20515
PHONE: 202-225-2531 (D.C.)
PHONE: 830-401-0457(Seguin)
LOCAL OFFICE: 100 South Austin Street Suite 1 in Seguin
ELECTRONIC: hinojosa.house.gov/contact-me/email-me

The Seguin Gazette runs 
a government contact 
list every day on its 
Speak Up page. 

SUNDAY: Federal  
government officials

TUESDAY: State  
government officials

WEDNESDAY: County 
government officials

THURSDAY: Seguin 
government officials

FRIDAY: School district 
government officials

!

While plenty of us may feel 
cheated when tax season rolls 
around, government entities 
aren’t supposed to actually play 
shell games with the public’s 
money. 

But that’s exactly what hap-
pened during Thursday’s contro-
versial meeting of the Seguin ISD 
Board of Trustees to discuss a 
proposal to lease — and pos-
sibly buy — local AM radio sta-
tion KWED and the Seguin Daily 
News. 

The district says they won’t be 
using public funds to cover the 
cost, but there’s just one problem 
with that: The school district isn’t 
a bank or investment firm. It’s not 
a private business. Every dime 
the district brings in — whether 
collected through property taxes 
or advertising or real estate trans-
actions — public funds. 

Seguin ISD Chief Financial 
Officer Tony Hillberg said the 
district would use funds received 
through a rental agreement with 

Arlan’s Market store.
“There is no reason to use 

public funds for this lease, nor 
would there be reason to use pub-
lic funds for the subsequent pur-
chase, should the board choose to 
do that,” he said. 

We’d like to point out that rent 
fees paid to a government entity 
are still public money. 

The public paid for the pur-
chase of the space Arlan’s rents. 
Anything the district brings in on 
top of taxes should be a windfall 
for taxpayers — not funds for a 
poorly thought out pet project 
that the people who ultimately 
have to pay for it don’t want. 

 It is ironic that an institution 
tasked with overseeing education 
so very obviously needs lessons 
on the role of government in a 
free society, on the importance of 
a free press — and what exactly 
constitutes public funds. 

Our Voice is the opinion of the 
Seguin Gazette editorial board.

All of SISD’s funds 
belong to the public

Seguin ISD school board making ‘trouble right here in River City’
Watching the proceed-

ings at Thursday’s Seguin ISD 
board meeting was like sitting 
through a performance of 
The Music Man. The school 
district knows nothing about 
running a radio station or 
daily print product, yet appar-
ently Superintendent Stetson 
Roane and the school board 
think they can do it by just 
using the “think system.” 

If you’re not familiar with 
Harold Hill’s method, all you 
have to do is think about 
something over and over and 
pretty soon you’ll just know 
how to do it. 

“Well, ya got trouble, my 
friend, right here, I say, trou-
ble right here in River City.”

While Harold was trying 
to sell townsfolk band instru-
ments and convince them that 
organizing a band would be a 
panacea to cure the town’s ills, 
Roane and the board are tell-
ing us that owning a media 
outlet is the best use of public 

funds to support education.
No, wait. No public funds 

will be used because they’ll 
just use the rent they collect 
from Arlan’s Market. Does 
that rent go into some pri-
vate discretionary fund? No! 
That rent is paid on a pub-
licly owned building to a pub-
lic entity, making it – you 
guessed it – public money.

Make no mistake about 
it. Any money spent by the 
school district for any pur-
pose is, in fact, public money. 
This is a wasteful and ill-
conceived use of that money. 
Media is supposed to be a 
watchdog over government, 
not be controlled by it. At 
least not in this country.

Roane must think the citi-
zens of Seguin are a bunch 
of rubes, just as Harold Hill 
thought the folks in River 
City were. The difference is 
that here in Seguin the people 
are passionate and engaged. 
Democracy is alive and well. 
All anyone had to do was 
look around the SISD board-
room on Thursday to see that 
Seguin is not going to just 
stand idly by while someone 
sells us a bunch of imaginary 
band instruments for a band 
that will never be.

Even though the opportu-
nity for public comment was 
denied, even to the point of 
threatening to have the audi-
ence removed, the public was 

heard. I have to wonder if the 
board and their legal coun-
sel would have actually had 
the chutzpah to make good 
on that threat. I think several 
people were just about ready 
to find out.

Let’s address the elephant 
in the room. Let’s call this 
what it is. This is not about 
the students. This is not about 
providing a new academy or 
learning center for the district 
to help our kids succeed. This 
is a blatantly political move. 
It is an attempt to control the 
free press, control the mes-
sage, and eliminate any sort of 
opposition voice.

Even if this goes through, 
they will have failed miser-

ably. There is another news-
paper here in Seguin. They 
cannot control our message. 
They cannot silence us. We 
are not for sale. As Roane 
said, we’re going to keep 
doing what we do. We’re not 
going away.

While KWED and  The 
Seguin Daily News are our 
competitors, they are also 
our media brethren. We 
stand with them. The First 
Amendment is first for a rea-
son.

Jeff Fowler is publisher of 
the Seguin Gazette. He can 
be reached at jeff.fowler@
seguingazette.com or by call-
ing 830-379-5441 ext. 206.

Jeff Fowler
Editor and Publisher

Here are some random 
thoughts as we slog through 
the remaining days of sum-
mer 2016:

• The splash pad and the 
wave pool have been great 
ways to keep everyone cool 
and entertained this past 
summer. The disc golf course 
in Starcke Park East is now 
open and ready for play – just 
think – golfing in the shade 
of a beautiful pecan orchard.  
This all proves that you don’t 
need Pokemon Go to have 
outdoor fun in Seguin. 

•  I just realized the other 
day that I had not eaten at a 
New Braunfels restaurant in 
at least 2 years! Think about it 
— Seguin now has a full array 
of dining options.  You don’t 
have to go out of town any-
more for a special night out. 
Virtually every price range 

and a huge variety of ethnic 
foods from around the world 
are now available right here. I 
hated that evening drive over 
there anyway, with the hot 
sun blasting my face from 
the west – not to mention 
the traffic! Please get out and 
support our local restaurants:  
We’ve got some great food 
(and drink) in this town.

•  Seguin is truly an inter-

national city now. Here is 
some evidence:

Last month, as Marty and 
I came out of Sunday services 
at St. Andrews, we noticed a 
group of 4 people roaming 
the parish courtyard. It turns 
out they were a Houston 
couple, who were natives of 
Taiwan, along with a couple 
visiting from Taiwan. 

They were here on a 
weekend excursion, and stay-
ing at the Park Plaza. They 
were obviously pleased and 
impressed with our beautiful 
downtown, Walnut Springs, 
and Central Park. They were 
here for no other reason than 
to just soak in the culture of 
our Real Texas small town. 
Hey, we’re a hit in Taiwan, 
folks!

I spoke with Jenny Savage 
of the Park Plaza last week, 
and at that time, she had 

guests from Germany and 
Ireland staying in the hotel. 

Continental Automotive is 
a German corporation, and 
has visitors from Germany 
on a regular basis. By the 
way, did you know that 
Continental Automotive is 
our largest local employer at 
approximately 1,700 people? 

Grupo Siro is a Spanish 
company, and will have 
people from Spain and Chile 
here managing their plant. I 
know many people here have 
forgotten about Grupo Siro, 
but your city government has 
not.  If you remember, Siro is 
the baking facility that will be 
built just north of the Niagara 
bottling plant on Interstate 
10. 

The Seguin facility is their 
first US project, so it is tak-
ing a bit of time. They have 
selected a general contractor, 

and should begin construc-
tion in January. Expect a lot 
of people from Spain visiting 
here in the near future.

The Caterpillar engine 
plant is a state of the art 
robotics facility that assem-
bles most of the 6 cylinder 
engines used in Caterpillar 
equipment worldwide. 
Caterpillar customers from 
around the world visit here 
regularly to see how their 
engines are made.

•  Get ready to put on 
your protest shoes and head 
to Austin for the TCEQ deci-
sion on the Post Oak Dump. 
At the time of this writing, 
nothing has yet been heard 
from the State Administrative 
Court as to their recommen-
dations, but TCEQ can do 
whatever it wants, despite 
the court’s ruling. This 
should happen sometime in 

September or October.
•  Get ready for the new 

Seguin Public Library open-
ing on September 8th. If you 
haven’t seen this magnifi-
cent building on the banks 
of Walnut Branch, you are 
really missing something. It is 
truly a blending of nature and 
modern architecture, and 
without a doubt is THE most 
beautiful building in town.  

It is the crown jewel of 
the Walnut Springs linear 
park, and will be a destina-
tion venue for out of town 
visitors, including all those 
international visitors I men-
tioned above.

Gosh, I love this town!

Don Keil is the mayor of the 
city of Seguin. His monthly 
column usually appears 
the third Thursday of every 
month.

Random thoughts amid summer’s dog days

Don Keil
Gosh, I Love This 

REAL Town!
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In statements released yester-
day, Seguin ISD and KWED AM 
announced that the proposal to lease 
— and potentially buy — the radio 
station and its print publication, The 
Seguin Daily News, had fallen through.

The district’s statement noted that, 
for some in the community, “the idea 
of Seguin ISD operating media outlets 
is a foreign one.”

We couldn’t agree more. It’s quite 
common in some other nations for 
the government to own, operate or 

otherwise control the media. 
But in this country we usually like 

to keep those separate. 
Whether it’s a local governing body  

like a school board or elected officials 
in Washington, D.C., government has 
no place operating a for-profit media 
outlet. 

A free and independent press is 
essential for the survival of democracy. 
The Founding Fathers knew this, and 
enshrined that principle in The First 
Amendment. 

In the 224 years since its ratifica-
tion, America’s free press has acted as 
the public’s watchdog, keeping elected 
officials in check and highlighting 
crime, corruption, wasteful spend-
ing and government overreach of all 
kinds. 

 It’s a role that’s sorely needed — 
and one infinitely more valuable than 
being a government mouthpiece. 

Our Voice is the opinion of the Seguin 
Gazette editorial board.

SPEAK
The Seguin Gazette Speak Up page accepts both letters 
to the editor and guest column contributions. It appears 
Tuesday through Friday and Sunday.

LETTERS
All letters are limited to 350 words or less and should 
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The Seguin Gazette runs 
a government contact 
list every day on its 
Speaking Up page. 

SUNDAY: Federal  
government officials

TUESDAY: State  
government officials

WEDNESDAY: County 
government officials

THURSDAY: Seguin 
government officials

FRIDAY: School district 
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Phil Seidenberger
District 3

Tomas V. Castellon, Jr. 
District 4

Ernest Leal
District 1

Jeannette “Jet” Crabb 
District 2

Donna Dodgen
District 7

Mark Herbold
District 8

Carlos Medrano 
District 5

Fonda Mathis
District 6

MEETINGS: The Seguin City Council meets on the first and third Tuesday of each month, at 5:30 
p.m., at the City Council Chambers, City Hall, at 210 E Gonzales St. Call City Hall at 830-379-3212

End to KWED deal a win for Segiun
OUR VOICE

Starting a new job in a 
new town is always going 
to create some interrup-
tions and hiccups in your 
life. 

That certainly seemed 
to be the case when I 
arrived at The Seguin 
Gazette newsroom — 9 
a.m. sharp — for my first 
day as managing editor.

After more than a 
decade of working nights, 
my schedule had complete-
ly flipped. 

Long hours of catching 
myself up to speed with the 
Gazette’s workflow, putting 
out a paper with a severely 
reduced crew and getting 
to know the community 
(which I will continue to 
do through the upcom-
ing Leadership Seguin 
program) also meant an 
interruption to my fitness 
routine. 

I’m not exactly a gym 
rat, although I do try to 
put in an appearance now 
and then. But what I really 
love is to run. I’ve done 5Ks 
galore and even worked up 
to a few half-marathons. 

But for the past few 
weeks the only thing in 
my life even remotely like 
a marathon has been my 
work schedule. 

I came in to a (tempo-
rarily) understaffed news-
room after the departures 
of former sports editor 
Tucker Stephenson, my 
predecessor, Derek Kuhn, 
and former digital editor 
Jessica Kuhn.

On that regard, I hope 

our readers extend the 
same warm welcome I 
received to a pair of new 
faces around our news-
room, sports editor Marcel 
Louis-Jacques and staff 
writer Lauren Dodd.

Now that the newsroom 
is once again fully staffed 
and I’m beginning to know 
more about the commu-
nity, I figured this week 
would be a great time to 
return to running regularly. 

Not that the weather has 
been particularly coopera-
tive of late, but that’s some-
thing we Texans just have to 
learn to live with. 

In any case, now seems 
as good a time as any to 
put my running shoes back 
on and pound some pave-
ment. You know what they 
say: “There’s no time like 
the present.” 

Unless it’s maybe “the 
time right after a nap.” Just 
a quick one. And a little 
PlayStation. And maybe a 
beer. Or maybe tomorrow.

Travis Webb is the man-
aging editor of the Seguin 
Gazette. 

Travis Webb
Words, words, 

words 

Welcome return 
to daily routine

My old college room-
mate, Bruce, is a civil engi-
neer by training. Recently, 
he was recognized by 
NASA for his contribu-
tions as the analysis lead 
on the next manned space 
vehicle--Orion. Out of the 
thousands of people con-
tributing to this massive 
project Bruce was only one 
of seven recognized for 
his efforts.  Although I am 
biased, he is pretty impres-
sive. 

To see a story like this, 
people often envision a 
young boy building rockets 
knowing from early on he 
was destined to create great 
things. Bruce’s story was 
quite the opposite.

When I met Bruce he 
came to college as a busi-
ness major not really 
knowing what to major in. 
However, he figured you 
could “get a job” with a 
business degree. During 
college he never really 
seemed that enthused by 
his studies, often just going 

through the motions. 
A few years after we 

graduated, we were living 
together in Houston. Bruce 
was frustrated. He was 
working as a manager at a 
local grocery store, increas-
ingly unhappy as the days 
went by.

Finally one night, 
he came home and said, 
“Dave, I want to take those 
aptitude tests you’re always 
talking about.”

He was referencing 
the Johnson O’Connor 
Research Foundation’s 
aptitude measurement 
program. This program is 

not an IQ test, but rather 
measures what a person 
is naturally best at. After 
nearly 100 years of research 
Johnson O’Connor has 
determined that if people 
focus on what they are nat-
urally best at they will be 
happier and more produc-
tive. 

I had gone through the 
two-day program when I 
was 19. For me, it was truly 
transformational. I started 
college as a pre-vet major 
and spent my first year of 
college beating my head 
against the wall. Although 
I knew I liked animals, 
it was not a very scien-
tific approach to choosing 
a career path or college 
major. 

Johnson O’Connor 
determined my lowest 
natural abilities were sci-
ences. As such, I could do 
science, but struggle with 
it. Instead, they steered me 
towards business—a field 
I had never considered. 
Three years later, my fate 

was happily set in stone. 
I loved studying business. 
It just worked for me and 
came quite naturally. 

Bruce was already age 
25 when he had his apti-
tudes evaluated. The results 
were surprising. Johnson 
O’Connor concluded that 
Bruce not only needed to 
be an engineer, but one 
dealing with cutting edge 
applications.

It was a bit of a shock—
not only to Bruce, but to 
his family too. I remember 
his parents commenting, 
“Are you sure? Engineering 
requires so much math.” 
Indeed, in college Bruce 
was not the most dedicated 
when it came to math. 

However, things were 
different now. He was older, 
more mature and definitely 
more serious. Bruce had a 
much different focus and 
was better equipped to 
make the most of his apti-
tude evaluation. 

Bruce quit his job and 
went back to school. First, 

he started at the local com-
munity college while load-
ing trucks at night. He 
was a determined man. 
Ultimately, he transferred 
to pursue his engineering 
degree full-time, finally 
graduating at age 29. 

Twenty years later, Bruce 
is recognized as one of the 
top engineers in his field…
despite the fact that no one 
thought he could pass a 
math class. 

Bruce’s story is simi-
lar to many others. For 
whatever reason, we head 
off to school thinking we 
know what we are good at. 
Maybe we make this deci-
sion on our own and other 
times we are influenced by 
friends, family or social 
environment.

However, with college 
expenses reaching strato-
spheric levels, it is not a 
time to meander through 
life. The cost of the Johnson 
O’Connor aptitude testing 
is $675—about the cost 
of one semester worth of 

books. Relative to the cost 
of an overall education, it 
is minor. 

Secondly, aptitude test-
ing is not just for teenagers 
headed to college for the 
first time. Rather, aptitude 
testing is a natural consid-
eration for anyone later in 
life who finds themselves 
transitioning jobs, being 
downsized or someone 
who just wants to learn 
how they tick. 

Lastly, the human mind 
is far too complex to just 
go with your gut. Sure, you 
may have some inclination 
as to how parts of your 
brain work. However, not 
until you have had a com-
prehensive evaluation will 
you be able to understand 
how to maximize your true 
potential. 

Dave Sather is a Certified 
Financial Planner™ and 
owner of Sather Financial 
Group. His column, Money 
Matters, publishes every 
other week.

Evaluating how your own brain actually works

Dave Sather
Money Matters
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The Seguin Gazette runs 
a government contact 
list every day on its 
Speak Up page. 

SUNDAY: Federal  
government officials

TUESDAY: State  
government officials

WEDNESDAY: County 
government officials

THURSDAY: Seguin 
government officials

FRIDAY: School district 
government officials

!

While plenty of us may feel 
cheated when tax season rolls 
around, government entities 
aren’t supposed to actually play 
shell games with the public’s 
money. 

But that’s exactly what hap-
pened during Thursday’s contro-
versial meeting of the Seguin ISD 
Board of Trustees to discuss a 
proposal to lease — and pos-
sibly buy — local AM radio sta-
tion KWED and the Seguin Daily 
News. 

The district says they won’t be 
using public funds to cover the 
cost, but there’s just one problem 
with that: The school district isn’t 
a bank or investment firm. It’s not 
a private business. Every dime 
the district brings in — whether 
collected through property taxes 
or advertising or real estate trans-
actions — public funds. 

Seguin ISD Chief Financial 
Officer Tony Hillberg said the 
district would use funds received 
through a rental agreement with 

Arlan’s Market store.
“There is no reason to use 

public funds for this lease, nor 
would there be reason to use pub-
lic funds for the subsequent pur-
chase, should the board choose to 
do that,” he said. 

We’d like to point out that rent 
fees paid to a government entity 
are still public money. 

The public paid for the pur-
chase of the space Arlan’s rents. 
Anything the district brings in on 
top of taxes should be a windfall 
for taxpayers — not funds for a 
poorly thought out pet project 
that the people who ultimately 
have to pay for it don’t want. 

 It is ironic that an institution 
tasked with overseeing education 
so very obviously needs lessons 
on the role of government in a 
free society, on the importance of 
a free press — and what exactly 
constitutes public funds. 

Our Voice is the opinion of the 
Seguin Gazette editorial board.

All of SISD’s funds 
belong to the public

Seguin ISD school board making ‘trouble right here in River City’
Watching the proceed-

ings at Thursday’s Seguin ISD 
board meeting was like sitting 
through a performance of 
The Music Man. The school 
district knows nothing about 
running a radio station or 
daily print product, yet appar-
ently Superintendent Stetson 
Roane and the school board 
think they can do it by just 
using the “think system.” 

If you’re not familiar with 
Harold Hill’s method, all you 
have to do is think about 
something over and over and 
pretty soon you’ll just know 
how to do it. 

“Well, ya got trouble, my 
friend, right here, I say, trou-
ble right here in River City.”

While Harold was trying 
to sell townsfolk band instru-
ments and convince them that 
organizing a band would be a 
panacea to cure the town’s ills, 
Roane and the board are tell-
ing us that owning a media 
outlet is the best use of public 

funds to support education.
No, wait. No public funds 

will be used because they’ll 
just use the rent they collect 
from Arlan’s Market. Does 
that rent go into some pri-
vate discretionary fund? No! 
That rent is paid on a pub-
licly owned building to a pub-
lic entity, making it – you 
guessed it – public money.

Make no mistake about 
it. Any money spent by the 
school district for any pur-
pose is, in fact, public money. 
This is a wasteful and ill-
conceived use of that money. 
Media is supposed to be a 
watchdog over government, 
not be controlled by it. At 
least not in this country.

Roane must think the citi-
zens of Seguin are a bunch 
of rubes, just as Harold Hill 
thought the folks in River 
City were. The difference is 
that here in Seguin the people 
are passionate and engaged. 
Democracy is alive and well. 
All anyone had to do was 
look around the SISD board-
room on Thursday to see that 
Seguin is not going to just 
stand idly by while someone 
sells us a bunch of imaginary 
band instruments for a band 
that will never be.

Even though the opportu-
nity for public comment was 
denied, even to the point of 
threatening to have the audi-
ence removed, the public was 

heard. I have to wonder if the 
board and their legal coun-
sel would have actually had 
the chutzpah to make good 
on that threat. I think several 
people were just about ready 
to find out.

Let’s address the elephant 
in the room. Let’s call this 
what it is. This is not about 
the students. This is not about 
providing a new academy or 
learning center for the district 
to help our kids succeed. This 
is a blatantly political move. 
It is an attempt to control the 
free press, control the mes-
sage, and eliminate any sort of 
opposition voice.

Even if this goes through, 
they will have failed miser-

ably. There is another news-
paper here in Seguin. They 
cannot control our message. 
They cannot silence us. We 
are not for sale. As Roane 
said, we’re going to keep 
doing what we do. We’re not 
going away.

While KWED and  The 
Seguin Daily News are our 
competitors, they are also 
our media brethren. We 
stand with them. The First 
Amendment is first for a rea-
son.

Jeff Fowler is publisher of 
the Seguin Gazette. He can 
be reached at jeff.fowler@
seguingazette.com or by call-
ing 830-379-5441 ext. 206.

Jeff Fowler
Editor and Publisher

Here are some random 
thoughts as we slog through 
the remaining days of sum-
mer 2016:

• The splash pad and the 
wave pool have been great 
ways to keep everyone cool 
and entertained this past 
summer. The disc golf course 
in Starcke Park East is now 
open and ready for play – just 
think – golfing in the shade 
of a beautiful pecan orchard.  
This all proves that you don’t 
need Pokemon Go to have 
outdoor fun in Seguin. 

•  I just realized the other 
day that I had not eaten at a 
New Braunfels restaurant in 
at least 2 years! Think about it 
— Seguin now has a full array 
of dining options.  You don’t 
have to go out of town any-
more for a special night out. 
Virtually every price range 

and a huge variety of ethnic 
foods from around the world 
are now available right here. I 
hated that evening drive over 
there anyway, with the hot 
sun blasting my face from 
the west – not to mention 
the traffic! Please get out and 
support our local restaurants:  
We’ve got some great food 
(and drink) in this town.

•  Seguin is truly an inter-

national city now. Here is 
some evidence:

Last month, as Marty and 
I came out of Sunday services 
at St. Andrews, we noticed a 
group of 4 people roaming 
the parish courtyard. It turns 
out they were a Houston 
couple, who were natives of 
Taiwan, along with a couple 
visiting from Taiwan. 

They were here on a 
weekend excursion, and stay-
ing at the Park Plaza. They 
were obviously pleased and 
impressed with our beautiful 
downtown, Walnut Springs, 
and Central Park. They were 
here for no other reason than 
to just soak in the culture of 
our Real Texas small town. 
Hey, we’re a hit in Taiwan, 
folks!

I spoke with Jenny Savage 
of the Park Plaza last week, 
and at that time, she had 

guests from Germany and 
Ireland staying in the hotel. 

Continental Automotive is 
a German corporation, and 
has visitors from Germany 
on a regular basis. By the 
way, did you know that 
Continental Automotive is 
our largest local employer at 
approximately 1,700 people? 

Grupo Siro is a Spanish 
company, and will have 
people from Spain and Chile 
here managing their plant. I 
know many people here have 
forgotten about Grupo Siro, 
but your city government has 
not.  If you remember, Siro is 
the baking facility that will be 
built just north of the Niagara 
bottling plant on Interstate 
10. 

The Seguin facility is their 
first US project, so it is tak-
ing a bit of time. They have 
selected a general contractor, 

and should begin construc-
tion in January. Expect a lot 
of people from Spain visiting 
here in the near future.

The Caterpillar engine 
plant is a state of the art 
robotics facility that assem-
bles most of the 6 cylinder 
engines used in Caterpillar 
equipment worldwide. 
Caterpillar customers from 
around the world visit here 
regularly to see how their 
engines are made.

•  Get ready to put on 
your protest shoes and head 
to Austin for the TCEQ deci-
sion on the Post Oak Dump. 
At the time of this writing, 
nothing has yet been heard 
from the State Administrative 
Court as to their recommen-
dations, but TCEQ can do 
whatever it wants, despite 
the court’s ruling. This 
should happen sometime in 

September or October.
•  Get ready for the new 

Seguin Public Library open-
ing on September 8th. If you 
haven’t seen this magnifi-
cent building on the banks 
of Walnut Branch, you are 
really missing something. It is 
truly a blending of nature and 
modern architecture, and 
without a doubt is THE most 
beautiful building in town.  

It is the crown jewel of 
the Walnut Springs linear 
park, and will be a destina-
tion venue for out of town 
visitors, including all those 
international visitors I men-
tioned above.

Gosh, I love this town!

Don Keil is the mayor of the 
city of Seguin. His monthly 
column usually appears 
the third Thursday of every 
month.

Random thoughts amid summer’s dog days

Don Keil
Gosh, I Love This 

REAL Town!
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A strenuous objection
I must strenuously object 

to the news that the Seguin 
ISD football scoreboard 
is the biggest in the USA. 
Stetson Roane is the devil 
behind it. He is putting the 
school district in debt for a 
lot of money, and needs to 
be fired. This is ridiculous. 
To feed his ego on Seguin 
ISD’s dime, he can feed his 
ego someplace else. I am 
not a resident of Seguin, 
but I read it in your paper. 

I repeat, I strenuously 
object to the use of money 
on such a frivolous thing. 
The press is the Fifth Estate. 
You need to stop going with 

Stetson Roane’s flow. He 
is a spendthrift and needs 
to be called down on this. 
Hopefully, the election will 
get him fired.

— Burke White

Not an example
“I’m a horrible 

Christian.”  
 Hearing that, Ted 

quipped, “Should I be 
surprised?”  Pat had 

assured me “we’re work-
ing on that.’’  He got sass 
when I reminded him 
God is too, & He has 
been at it longer.  God 
insists on getting me to 
Heaven, but for now, He’s 
giving me time to repent.  
He hears my apologies 
CONSTANTLY!  That 
part I’ve got down.  

It’s the turning around 
I haven’t mastered.  I 
make people look good.  

Folks “hmph” saying, “I’m 
not so bad.  Look at her.”  
I show what NOT to do.  
I’m the “You shall not” 
for people.  Sadly, I’m not 
the yardstick to use.  The 
glorious specimens sur-
rounding me shouldn’t be 
used either. 

Harry was looking at 
the parked cars which 
included mine.  All of 
them, save mine, dis-
played a church decal. I 
explained I couldn’t have 
one lest someone know 
who owned that car.  I 
might, then, deter some-
one from church.  

I’m neither being 

self-deprecating, nor 
encouraging someone to 
follow suit.  I’m sharing 
the hope I have.  God will 
not give up on me.  When 
baptized, “You’ve been 
marked with the cross of 
Christ forever” is said.  
God began His work in 
me then, & will finish the 
job.  He, too, says, “Git ‘er 
done.”  This isn’t because 
of who I am!  It’s because 
of who HE is!! Some are 
quite the “church doers”- 
giving, or have given 
much time &/or money to 
their church & have read 
their Bible a dozen times.  
Great!  However, in the 

words of the old Shania 
Twain song, “That don’t 
impress me much.”  I’m 
impressed with/strive for 
a relationship with God.  
Is there CONTINUAL 
conversation with Him?  
Is EVERYTHING taken 
to Him?  Do I see Him 
in everything?  Do I trust 
unhesitatingly?  Do I 
love/forgive like Him?  
Surely, God is my friend, 
but do I see Him as Lord? 

Ignore this horrible 
Christian & look to the 
Christ.

Valerie Doerfler
Seguin
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government officials

FRIDAY: School district 
government officials

!
Twice this week, the Seguin Gazette featured 

stories about area school districts making some 
big purchases.

On Wednesday, Navarro ISD handed each 
freshman student a new Google Chromebook. 
That initiative, part of a plan to eventually put a 
laptop in the hands of every high school student in 
the district, cost taxpayers a grand total of $73,000. 

Given the importance of technology in today’s 
world, we call that a bargain. These laptops will not 
only help students manage their school work, but 
will help train them for the increasingly high-tech 
workplaces of tomorrow.

In contrast, on Friday we brought readers a 
story about the new video scoreboard at Seguin 
ISD’s Matador Stadium. It is, according to district 
officials, the largest public high school scoreboard 
in the nation. It’s nearly 51 feet high and 47 feet 
wide. 

Which is quite impressive — if rather excessive. 
It cost taxpayers $1.3 million dollars. 
This is a community of slightly more than 

30,000 people. Seguin’s median income is roughly 
$36,000. Fourteen hundred square feet of high-def 
LED screen may look awfully  nice, but it doesn’t 
seem like something we really needed. 

Meanwhile, Chromebooks start at $149. 
According to Seguin ISD’s website, the district 

serves about 7,400 students. Officials could have 
put a brand new, modern laptop in the hands of 
every high school student in SISD, with plenty of 
tax dollars left to spare. 

Apparently those aren’t the kind of goals Seguin 
ISD officials choose to prioritize. 

District officials point out that the scoreboard 
does offer some educational opportunities, since 
students will be trained to operate it. They also 
hope to offset the cost with advertising dollars won 
from local businesses. 

Both of those may well be true, and neither are 
bad ideas. But those are the same reasons used 
by the board to justify the failed bid to acquire 
KWED/The Seguin Daily News. 

That was a bad idea — and residents made 
their voices heard loud and clear on the matter. 
This excessive scoreboard is equally ludicrous but, 
sadly, the deal is already done. The tax dollars 
already spent. The man hours already worked. 

And we admit it — the thing does look nice. 
We just hope that the board exercises better 

judgment in the future, namely by keeping their 
hands from dipping quite so deeply into the pock-
ets of Seguin’s taxpayers and prioritizing students 
over showpieces. 

Our Voice is the opinion of the Seguin Gazette edito-
rial board. 

New scoreboard
shows misguided
priorities at SISD
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I’d like to say I’ll be 
happy when this is all over 
with on Wednesday. The 
problem is that it won’t 
be over. It’ll just be the 
beginning.

This has likely been 
the ugliest, most conten-
tious presidential race in 
our nation’s history. At 
the very least it’s been the 
most publicly so. In this 
day of instant news and 
social media it’s impos-
sible to not be exposed 
to the vitriol and hatred 
being spewed from all 
quarters. 

I’ve had some people 
tell me they’re not even 
going to vote. I get it. I 
understand. But that won’t 
fix anything. If you haven’t 
voted already, just hold 
your nose and go vote 
your conscience. 

I voted, and I must 
admit I felt dirty and sad 
when I was done. Both of 

the major party candidates 
are reprehensible, but one 
of them will be President 
of the United States come 
Wednesday morning. 
These are indeed disturb-
ing political times, and we 
have no one to blame but 
ourselves.

Don’t get me wrong 
here: I am still proud to 
live in the greatest country 
on earth. We are still free 
to choose who will lead 
us for the next four years. 
I’m just afraid that we got 

it wrong this time, regard-
less of the outcome.

Whoever wins the 
White House will be faced 
with the monumental task 
of bringing this country 
back together. I’m not sure 
either one of them is up to 
the task. We are as divided 
now as we have ever been. 

Whatever happened 
to tolerance? Remember 
that word? It seems that 
lots of people think the 
word only goes one way: 
“You must be tolerant of 
my thoughts, mores, ideas 
and values, but yours are 
a load of hooey. I’m right, 
you’re wrong. You’re just 
stupid.”

This is seriously where 
the conversation has gone 
recently. Civil discourse 
has gone out the door. The 
candidates are no excep-
tion.

Regardless of who sits 
in the oval office, we’ve 

got to find a way to put 
aside our differences and 
support that person and 
each other. I say that 
knowing that it’s going to 
be difficult to get behind 
either one of them, at least 
from my perspective.

The next four years will 
be interesting, to say the 
least. The appointment of 
Supreme Court justices 
alone will fundamen-
tally shape our future for 
years to come.  But four 
years from now we’ll still 
be here. We will survive. 
Maybe we’ll learn some-
thing along the way.

Let’s hope so, because 
four years from now we 
get to do it all over again. 

Jeff Fowler is publisher of 
the Seguin Gazette. He 
can be reached at jeff.
fowler@seguingazette.com 
or by calling 830-379-5441 
ext. 206.

Jeff Fowler
Editor and Publisher

Nation must come together after Election Day
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Don’t like it? Don’t cry, vote

In 1944, 18-year-olds were not 
eligible to vote, but thousands 
of them stormed the beaches of 
Anzio and Normandy to preserve 
Democracy.  Today they are crying and unable 

to function because Democracy is 
operating the way it is designed to.  

I wonder how many of them 
voted.

Frank Sawyer
Seguin, Tx

SPEAK
The Seguin Gazette Speak Up page accepts both letters 
to the editor and guest column contributions. It appears 
Tuesday through Friday and Sunday.

LETTERS
All letters are limited to 350 words or less and should 
include author’s name, hometown and a daytime phone 
number for verification purposes. Authors are limited to 
two letters in a calendar month.

GUEST COLUMNS
Guest columns are limited to 600 words or less and 
must include a photo of the writer and information 
about the writer’s relevant background and location.

WANT TO WRITE US?
HERE’S HOW TO DO IT
e-mail: speakup@seguingazette.com 
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UP fax machine: 830-379-8328

hand deliver: Gazette office at 1012 
Schriewer Road in Seguin

postal: PO Box 1200, Seguin, TX 
78156-1201

OUR GOVERNMENT
Governor Greg Abbott
MAIL: Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 78711-2428
PHONE: 512-463-1782
ELECTRONIC: governor.state.tx.us/
contact/

Lt. Governor Dan Patrick
MAIL: Capitol Station, P.O. Box 12068
Austin, Texas 78711
PHONE: 512-463-0001
ELECTRONIC: www.ltgov.state.tx.us/
contact.php

State Senator Judith Zaffirini
MAIL: P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711
PHONE: 512-463-0121 (Austin)
PHONE: 956-722-2293 (Laredo)
ELECTRONIC: www.zaffirini.senate.state.tx.us/#form/

State Senator Donna Campbell
MAIL: P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711
PHONE: 512-463-0125 (Austin)
PHONE: 830-626-0065 (New Braunfels)
LOCAL OFFICE: 1902 E. Common St. Ste. 500, in New Braunfels
ELECTRONIC: www.campbell.senate.state.tx.us/#form/

State Representative John Kuempel
MAIL: Room E2.422, Capitol Extension, P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768
PHONE: 512-463-0602 (Austin)
PHONE: 830-379-8732 (Seguin)
LOCAL OFFICE: 523 E. Donegan #102 in Seguin
ELECTRONIC: www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/
email/?district=44&session=83

The Seguin Gazette runs 
a government contact 
list every day on its 
Speak Up! page. 

SUNDAY: Federal  
government officials
TUESDAY: State  
government officials
WEDNESDAY: County 
government officials
THURSDAY: Seguin 
government officials
FRIDAY: School district 
government officials

You can find the full list 
available online at all 
times at our website 
seguingazette.com/
government.pdf

!
Later today, the Seguin ISD Board of Trustees, with 

a quartet of outgoing board members,  will meet to dis-
cuss funding options for the newly acquired Matador 
Stadium video scoreboard.

During the meeting, set for 6:30 p.m., the board will 
discuss  — among other options — the possibility of 
issuing $1.38 million in maintenance tax notes “for the 
acquisition of the Matador Stadium video scoreboard,” 
according to the agenda.

In other words, barring any other source of funding, 
the board would like to pass the check your way. 

While the fiscal wisdom of purchasing and install-
ing a piece of expensive electronic equipment before 
you’re sure how to pay for it is obviously flawed, what 
is more disturbing in this particular case is that, despite 
an overwhelming response from residents opposing 
the purchase, the district is nonetheless willing to poke 
about in the pockets of taxpayers to help pay for it. 

This, and other recent changes to board policy that 
limit the authority of newly elected board members by 
preventing them from serving as officers or participat-
ing in the evaluation of the district superintendent, 
smack of an attempt by outgoing board members to 
silence voters, effectively disarming the district’s tax-
payers of the right to make their voices heard with 
Democracy’s most powerful tool: the ballot. 

While it’s clear from the results of last week’s elec-
tions that the taxpayers of SISD have spoken as regards 
to the direction of the school district, it’s obvious there’s 
still ample reason for those same taxpayers to stay 
abreast of the district going forward. 

One of the best ways to do that is to attend meetings 
like this one or the board’s meeting later this month,  
during which the newly elected board members will be 
sworn in. 

The Seguin ISD board of Trustees will meet at 6:30 
p.m. in the board room and the board is set to meet 
again for a special meeting on Thursday, Nov. 17 to can-
vas the election results and administer the oath of office 
to the four new board members.

Our Voice is the opinion of the Seguin Gazette edito-
rial board. 

Stay informed: 
Make sure to 
attend meeting

If at first class you don’t succeed ...
Soon, the holiday travel 

season will start. What 
a depressing thought. I 
remember reading a story 
a few years ago about an 
airline that lost a woman’s 
cat in transit. They looked 
for that cat for 12 days 
before it finally turned up 
-- alive and well, but hun-
gry. That was probably 11 
1/2 days longer than they 
would have looked for a 
missing passenger.

Sometimes I wonder 
what is worse: the airlines 
or the passengers. On 
almost every flight I’ve 
taken the last few holidays, 
some couple will show up 
at the very last minute 
and have to be ushered on 
board with special airline 
people hustling through 
the door, stowing their 
carryons for them and get-
ting them settled before 
rushing out again so the 
crew can shut the cabin 
door. 

All this under the hate-
ful glare of all the other 
passengers, who had the 
courtesy to show up an 
hour early. 

Guess whose luggage 
will come off first? The 
late passengers. Why 
should they bother to 
show up on time when 
they get rewarded for their 
bad behavior? They didn’t 
have to wait in any lines. 
They didn’t have to hang 
around the lounge for two 
hours, sitting in chairs 
that have been specifically 

designed to be uncomfort-
able so homeless people 
won’t live in them. They 
didn’t have to hear “Would 
Mr. and Mrs. Liptfitter 
please report to the main 
ticket counter” 40 times 
over a nerve-shredding 
loudspeaker. 

They didn’t have to hear 
it because, of course, they 
were the Liptfitters.

“Honey, this is so nice! 
It’s good to show up late,” 
said Mr. Liptfitter.

“Late? What do you 
know about being late?” 
snapped the missus. “If 
you had listened to me, 
we would have been two 
minutes later and they 
would have given us seats 
in first class. Don’t talk 
to me about being late. I 
know how to be late.”

The shopkeepers in 
the airport don’t mind if 
you’re late. They know 
that on any trip you take, 
there’s a good possibility 

that you’ll have to spend 
four or more hours inside 
an airport with nothing to 
do but cruise the airport 
stores. 

Where else could you 
find a newsstand that sells 
magazines like Funeral 
Home Management, 
Cubicle Cloth Designer, 
Pension Fund Skimmer, 
Meter Reader Monthly 
and Professional Llama 
Breeder? What, no 
Amateur Llama Breeder? 
What kind of a dump are 
you running here?

The bookstores are 
jammed with best-selling 
self-help books like “How 
to Pick a Self-Help Book,” 
“How to Get the Most 
Out of Self-Help Books,” 
“How to Get to the Front 
of This Store by Yourself ” 
and “Running a Billion-
Dollar Corporation Made 
Simple.”

You can also pick up 
a $6 container of three 

individually wrapped ant-
acid tablets at any news-
stand. Which you’ll need, 
because the only thing you 
can buy to eat in the entire 
airport without having to 
stand in an hour-long line 
is a frozen yogurt and a 
bag of cashews.

You’ll never get into 
any of the good restau-
rants. Even if you do, 
you won’t have time to 
eat there. Wait, isn’t that 
the Liptfitters? They’re 
sitting in the window of 
L’Exquisite, the fanciest 
restaurant in the entire 
airport. The line snakes 
from terminal A to termi-
nal B and back again. How 
did they get in? They’re 
laughing and drinking 
wine. She’s eating beef 
medallions with crabmeat 
garnish, and he’s having 
the coq au vin.

I can’t worry about it 
now. I’ve accidentally 
dragged my coat through 

something wet on the 
men’s room floor while 
trying to juggle my carry-
on luggage and use the 
sink at the same time. How 
can people put up with 
this kind of nonsense? 

As I leave the men’s 
room, the Liptfitters glide 
past me on one of those 
beeping, chauffeur-driven 
electric carts that ferry 
elderly people around air-
ports. Me, I have to rush 
back to my gate on foot, 
just in time to see the 
Liptfitters disappear down 
the gangway with the rest 
of the upgraded first class 
passengers.

I wonder where they’re 
going. Wherever it is, they 
are taking my holiday 
spirit with them.

Jim Mullen is an author 
and newspaper colum-
nist. He appears in every 
Tuesday edition of the 
Seguin Gazette.

Jim Mullen
Village Idiot
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