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You might call these columns letters to red America. 
As the publisher/editor of a 10,000-circulation newspaper in a mostly conservative part of 
western Colorado, I worked in 2016 to make issues in the presidential campaign relatable to 
my readers. I particularly hoped to defuse the fear so central to the campaign and argue that 
as Americans, we have a great deal in common. 
I grew up in among the reddest of states, Nebraska, and worked at newspapers in 
Texas and Idaho before spending 18 years at the Des Moines Register, where I oversaw Iowa 
caucus and general election coverage in 2004, then went on to supervise political coverage at 
the Detroit Free Press in 2008 and the Cincinnati Enquirer in 2012. 
With perspective both from living in deeply conservative places and witnessing presidential 
politics up close, I sought to appeal to pride in America and to small-town neighborliness. I 
wrote about Donald Trump’s support through the tribal lens of college football and about how 
we learn not to use hate speech as middle schoolers. 
My core message, repeated in different ways through the year, was summed up in an Election 
Day column: 
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“We are Americans, Coloradans, residents of our county and town. If we talk with each other 
and seek to be polite and respectful, we certainly will find that we have much more in common 
than what divides us.” 
Pretty clearly, that work continues. Though we have only Republican elected officials in 
Garfield County above the city level, Trump won only 54 percent of the county’s vote. I hope 
my columns helped provoke thoughtful voting and contribute to civility going forward.  

 

 



Building is never done
The foresight in which former planners and 

builders have constructed our mountain towns and 
ensuing infrastructure never included the concept 
that “we are our neighbors’ keepers.” Selfishness 
can be a virtue, and who can worry about all the 
townships and their needs up and down the valley? 

In our ambitions to succeed and to have and 
to build, as American and capitalistic to its 
core, is to forsake any consideration of those 
successes in the next valley or in the next town 
up or down the rail. 

And now we must pay extraordinary amounts 
for temporary fix. A temporary pedestrian 
bridge. A temporary roundabout. A temporary 
bypass. And much to the delight of the build-
ers. Build it all up just to tear it all down and 
build again. Nothing is ever built to last for long 
anyway. Due to the natural forces of decay and 
erosion and weathering of times passing, our 
efforts succeed only to the degree of integrity in 
the planning and foresight of the process. 

And don’t forget Mother Nature in all this 
planning and building. A 100-year rain event 
might wash away the memory of what has been 
as we stand in the recent mist to sign and im-
plement the change order to build anew. 

I pray that men’s minds will be solidified in the 
notion that construction of our world will never 
be complete, but rather a continuous process to 
improve and better our world for generations to 
come with the foresight and planning that in-
cludes all the neighbors and townships affected. 

During the upcoming final phase of the 
Grand Avenue bridge replacement, I will be 
operating a ferry service to boat all willing 
commuters, at a small fee, from the Sunlight 
bridge to the South Canyon bridge, which 
should prove considerably faster than driving 
through the narrow confines of the overdevel-
oped urban sprawl of the lower Roaring Fork 
Valley.

Alan Noland
New Castle

Protect Utah lands
Southeastern Utah is a place of un-

matched beauty and history. For many 
locals of the Roaring Fork Valley, this 
place is a destination for climbing at In-
dian Creek, rafting the San Juan River, 
and hiking on Cedar Mesa or in the Valley 
of the Gods. But the region’s wilderness 
qualities and rich archaeological history 
are at risk. 

We are all too familiar with fighting oil 
and gas leases in the Thompson Divide. The 
Bears Ears area in Utah is facing the same 
issue and more. Prehistoric sites of ancient 
Native American activity are being looted 
and “collected” at an alarming rate. Dwellings 
that were filled with whole pots and thou-
sands of pottery shards are now barren. Illegal 
grave robbing has desecrated countless cliff 
dwellings.

As people who use this land every sum-
mer, we have a responsibility to help solve 
these problems. Luckily we have the sup-
port of many locals in southeastern Utah. 
The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition is an 
unprecedented effort from multiple Native 
American tribes to help save the historic 
and natural beauty of the Bears Ears region. 
Organizations like Friends of Cedar Mesa 
and the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance 
are working with the local tribes to urge 
President Obama to approve a 1.9 million 
acre Bears Ears National Monument. There 
are over 100,000 sensitive archaeologi-
cal sites in the Bears Ears area that need 
protection that can only be provided by a 
monument.

Now we must stand together like we did 
for Thompson Divide to ask the president to 
protect this amazing place that offers so many 
opportunities to recreate and relive America’s 
prehistoric past.

Leo Tonozzi
Colorado Rocky Mountain School senior
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How should Glenwood Springs pay for a 
detox center?

Go to postindependent.com to vote today.

I recently stumbled across what 
I think is one of the smartest 
assessments of Donald Trump’s 

support that I’ve seen.
By British writer Emma 

Lindsay, “Trump’s Support-
ers Aren’t Stupid” argues 
persuasively that he appeals 
to people’s desire to have 
their dignity restored. 

“We are depriving the 
white working classes of their 
means to give. As we export 
manufacturing jobs interna-
tionally and as we streamline 
labor with technology, we 
start moving people to the sidelines. It’s 
not just that they have less money, it’s 
that their identity as providers is being 
threatened,” Lindsay wrote.

I also think that many Trump support-
ers, including a couple of my Facebook 
friends, are able to overlook the foment-
ing of violence and racism in the same 
way I have been able to overlook the sins 
of the Nebraska football program. 

That might seem like an odd com-
parison, but Trump is striking a chord 
when he says we don’t win anymore. 

It’s both a misread of history and a 
gross oversimplification, but things are 
unquestionably harder in the world 
today than they were after World War 
II, when the United States was the 
only stable economic power and global 
politics was essentially binary. 

America today is not the land of 
infinite plenty it once seemed to be 
— growth is harder, resources are 
scarcer, the world is more confusing, 
dangerous and competitive. That’s not 
because we have failed; it’s because 
of economic, political and religious 
forces beyond our control and a raft 
of unintended consequences. 

For example, FDR realized the impor-
tance of oil after World War II and co-
zied up to the Saudis, beginning decades 
of support that gave the Saudi royal 
family military protection to pursue 
wealth and build a repressive regime. 

To retain power and keep the peace 
at home, the House of Saud bought 
off the Wahabi clerics, whose cancer-
ous but well-financed medieval fun-
damentalism has spawned the world’s 
worst terrorist groups.

At the same time, what once were 
backwater economies in India, China 
and elsewhere have become powerful 
engines that gladly suck up the con-
sumer spending that makes up a hugely 
important portion of the U.S. economy.

Trade agreements have sought to 
recognize the reality of the global 
economy but have cost Americans 
longstanding middle-class jobs as 
businesses seek cheaper production.   

So people who have been pushed to 
the side (or fear that they will be) want 
to win and jump on the Trump team. 

Back to Nebraska football. 
In the way I was willing to shrug off 

famed Husker Coach Tom Osborne 
hiding a star defensive back’s gun in 
his desk rather than giving it to the 
DA after a shooting incident (which 

sounds a lot obstruction of justice), 
Trump supporters generally are able 
to look past incidents at his rallies and 
say it’s just theatrics. Or something. 

For those who don’t follow 
college football, after more 
than 20 years of leading 
good teams that fell short of 
the national championship, 
Osborne’s Huskers went 
60-3 from 1993-97 and won 
three national titles.

We Nebraskans didn’t 
get sick of winning. I’m 
not sure at what point that 
happens.

In that last sentence lies my point: 
“We” were winning. Our step had 
more bounce, and all the ridicule 
about Nebraska’s blandness bounced 
off. We were part of something bigger 
than ourselves, and it felt really good.

Trump’s rhetoric carries that promise. 
After erosion of the Huskers’ success 

under two coaches who tried to follow 
Osborne’s legacy, the school brought 
Osborne back as athletic director. 

He hired Bo Pelini to Make Nebras-
ka Great Again. Over the next seven 
years, as the team became increasingly 
ordinary, Pelini’s juvenile sideline tan-
trums led to a sharp division in the fan 
base. I was among those who became 
mortified by the many TV shots of Bo 
acting pretty much like a madman. 

I imagine that many “Never Trump” 
Republicans cringed in much the same 
way at The Donald’s name-calling, pol-
icy flip-flops and violent rallies. 

Looking inside myself, though, I’m 
pretty sure that had Pelini won some 
titles, as embarrassing as he was to 
my home state and alma mater, I 
would have been OK with him. 

The big problem wasn’t that he was 
a jerk. It’s that he was a jerk who also 
didn’t win big games.

And now that Trump has won the 
nomination, Republicans are falling 
in line. 

From a New York Times/CBS News 
poll released last week:

“Eight in 10 Republican voters say 
their leaders should support Mr. Trump 
even if they disagree with him on im-
portant issues. And unfavorable views 
toward Mr. Trump among Republican 
voters have plummeted 15 percentage 
points since last month; 21 percent now 
express an unfavorable view of him, 
down from 36 percent in April.”

The desire to win (not discounting 
widespread, bipartisan disdain for Hil-
lary Clinton) can override principles.

The campaign is like spring foot-
ball: Everybody is undefeated, and we 
hope that the star recruit who got all 
that publicity really is the answer, de-
spite the six interceptions in the April 
scrimmage. 

Trump hasn’t actually damaged the 
economy or our standing in the world 
yet. 

Problem is, this isn’t just some game. 

Randy Essex is editor of the Post 
Independent.

Principles aside, we 
want to be winners
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A fine mess
Say what you will, Donald Trump and Bernie 

Sanders are the opposite sides of the same coin, 
the coin of Common Sense. They carry with 
them the truth of their being. Hillary has assim-
ilated her truths by what she has been told and 
by simply playing the gender card as her truth of 
being, duh. In other words she talks down to the 
obvious: She’s a woman, so that alone will buy 
her a free ticket? Not the obvious (color of skin 
or gender) as Martin Luther King said, “but the 
content of character.” So, show character, Hil-
lary, and don’t dumb down the race by appealing 
to gender and/or trolling for endorsements.

Hillary is beholden to people she has taken 
money from. In other words, she is bought, not 
just bought, but actively seeking to be bought. 
These are her “hard choices.” All that would be 
fine if they were principled, but they’re not, or 
she wouldn’t have made so many bad choices 
— Iraq and Bengazi are two, and then there is 
Whitewater, trysts with associates, private email 
that could compromise national security, over-
selling and upselling health care, etc. 

We, the American People are going to be be-
holden to someone who is beholden to special 
interests. We are selling our freedom if Hillary is 
elected. We will be doing her bidding from those 
who hold her in their debt. We will be spooning 
the water out of the Pacific Ocean to dry it up 
or some such “fool’s errand” while some fat cat 
laughs all the way to the bank.

Donald Trump exaggerates Republican senti-
ment. Now look at them denying this sentiment. 
Republicans are too human. Bernie Sanders 
doesn’t know that if everyone got an equal share of 
the national wealth, in five years it would be back 
in the richest people’s pockets. Both these guys see 
flaws and must have a populace demand to get 
them to work. No one is going to be a racist and 
give away a nickel, but how will Bernie or Donald 
get to their goal? They won’t, unless they provide 
enough substance to beat Hillary and her gang.

Fred Stewart
Grand Junction

Blake gate solution
With regards to the discussions of City Coun-

cil to remove the gate at the north parking lot 
at Wal-Mart to allow through traffic on Blake 
Avenue we are recommending  the following 
solution:

Move the gate from the north Wal-Mart park-
ing lot to the intersection of 27th Street and 
Blake.

This will allow overflow parking at Wal-Mart 
for the BRT station at 27th as well as shorten 
the Ride Glenwood route to the Roaring Fork 
Marketplace bus stop.

This solution will also help to minimize 
additional negative traffic impacts for the 
residents along Blake Avenue north of 27th 
Street. 

On the other hand, removing the gate clo-
sure to Blake altogether would only be a first 
step in the increasing use of Blake as a sec-
ondary traffic artery and alternative to Grand 
avenue.

Once the gate would be removed, there will 
undoubtedly be demands to “improve”  Blake to 
accommodate more traffic and to “streamline”  
the current curves at 23rd and 19th streets. All 
of this would be highly detrimental to quality 
of life for the many residents along Blake and 
neighboring streets and reduce our property 
values.

As residents of Blake Avenue for the past 
18 years, we appreciate and are thankful that 
Blake during this period has retained its char-
acter as an attractive historical and friendly 
neighborhood.

We therefore urge City Council to protect 
Blake Avenue neighborhoods and  to vote 
against unrestricted removal of the Wal-Mart 
gate and instead to consider the limited opening 
as suggested above.

Gerry and Marja VanderBeek
Glenwood Springs

Editor’s note: City Council has delayed further 
Blake Avenue traffic study until after Grand 
Avenue bridge construction is complete.
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F ear is a phantom. We fear 
that it — whatever it is — will 
happen, but in most instances, 

this is all in our heads.  
Let’s separate bad things that inev-

itably happen in the course 
of life — illness, injury, 
financial loss or the death 
of a loved one — from 
things that we worry might 
happen. Most of our fear is 
focused on the latter.

When true crises emerge, 
we use our brains and 
brawn to escape the imme-
diate peril and then devel-
op a plan to move ahead. 

For example, I experienced a few 
days of relentless panic when I was 
diagnosed with throat cancer six 
summers ago. The internet, it turned 
out, was not my friend on this. I 
went online seeking information 
and hope, but also encountered tales 
of horrible things that happened to 
some people with my condition. For 
a couple of days, I feared that I could 
die within the year. 

Then I learned more about the 
treatment I would need and what I 
could do to weather the chemo and 
radiation. When a nurse told me that 
people who exercise moderately but 
regularly tolerate the treatment better, 
my mind flipped a switch from power-
less inaction and worry to acceptance 
and determination — the mindset 
that enabled me to take action. 

Exercising at least a little every day 
during my 50 days of treatment didn’t 
kill my cancer. But it did contribute to 
the overall process, and being an ac-
tive participant helped me have faith 
that treatment would work. 

Faith and action chase away the 
phantom. 

Today in America, we are told ev-
ery day to be afraid by those seeking 
political or financial gain.

Afraid of ISIS, afraid of armed 
nutbags, afraid of burglars, child mo-
lesters and the national debt.

These are all bad things. ISIS is a 
real danger in the world, and unstable 
people (let’s be honest here) with guns 
wreak random havoc with increasing 
frequency in towns large and small. 

But these are theoretical dangers to 
us as individuals. Thinking too much 
about them can cause us to lose sight 
of the many blessings in our life and 
can tempt us to compromise our val-
ues to create the illusion of being safe 
from an improbable threat.

And, if we must fret about dangers 
in our life, these are the wrong things 
to worry about. 

Our chances of being the victim of a 
terrorist attack or mass killing — from 
a Muslim extremist, a zealot such 
as Robert Dear or a lunatic such as 
James Holmes — are vastly less than 
dying in a car accident or bad weather. 

Severe weather kills an average of 
about 550 Americans a year; in 2015, 
38,000 people died on U.S. roads, 
545 of them in Colorado. 

Counting terrorism deaths on U.S. 
soil is tricky. Do we count Dear, the 
Colorado Springs Planned Parent-
hood attacker? Do we count Dylann 
Roof, the Charleston church killer? 

Or do we just count ol-
ive-skinned people who 
profess allegiance to Islam-
ic terror groups?

If we count only the 
latter, the International 
Security Data Site says 
94 people, including the 
49 in Orlando earlier this 
month, have died in “vi-
olent jihadist attacks” on 
U.S. soil since 9/11.

Orlando and San Bernardino in-
creased the toll of these attacks, and, 
distasteful as it is, government use of 
digital surveillance seems essential 
in identifying the Omar Mateens and 
Tashfeen Maliks among us. We as a 
country certainly dare not shrug this 
off, and, as much as Obama haters 
like to claim so, we are not by any 
stretch of the imagination.

But neither should we let it rule our 
lives or select our president any more 
than we should let the real fact that we 
share the road every day with impaired 
or just plain bad drivers keep us from 
going to work or the grocery store. 

Through history, innocents have 
died because of the twisted workings 
of disturbed minds that always man-
ufacture a justification. 

While Wahhabism has fueled a 
spreading, murderous radicalism, 
this perverted view of Islam is not 
the first theology or philosophy that 
has been used to justify murder. 
The Crusaders and the Nazis come 
immediately to mind, but the list is 
much, much longer.

The Axis powers of World War II 
posed a traditional military threat; 
modern terrorism does not. Armies 
can gain apparent victories against 
ISIS on the battlefield — U.S.-backed 
Iraqis are retaking Fallujah, for 
example — but that doesn’t stop the 
spread of ideas and can’t stop a trou-
bled man such as Mateen from cloak-
ing his anger in an extremist flag. 

It’s much easier to have a good idea 
of when a tornado or flood is coming 
than to know when a James Holmes 
or Omar Mateen might attack. The 
Second Amendment allows you to de-
cide for yourself whether to pack heat 
against the potential of a tornado, 
but taking away the rights of all or-
ange-haired white suburbanites or all 
Muslims is not the answer. We must 
not let the exceptions rule our lives. 

Get fear in perspective. Almost 
all of us drive despite the clear and 
present danger involved. 

Well, we have to drive, you might 
say. 

We also must live, and we are 
wrong to let the craziest among us 
affect our freedom and values.

Randy Essex is editor of the Post 
Independent.

Let’s get fear  
in perspective
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Happy birthday, you 
great country, you
I ’m going to take a bold stand for a 

small-town editor on July 4: America is 
a great country. 

In fact, this is the greatest country in the 
world. Our leaders aren’t stupid. 
Our military isn’t feeble. Oppor-
tunity and upward mobility are 
not foreclosed. We have remark-
able freedoms.

Historically, this is a ridiculous-
ly simple position for an Ameri-
can editor to take — innumerable 
columns and editorials have been 
written in our history about this 
country’s essential greatness, the 
opportunities we have for finan-
cial success, our freedom to travel, choose 
our work, speak our minds, bear our arms. 

But today, many on both the right and 
left are quick to tell us how America is 
going to hell in a handbasket. We are just 
emerging from a presidential primary 
season that hammered us with all that is 
wrong.

To be sure, the country, as has always 
been the case, has room for improve-
ment, and the world can be a dark room 
full of sharp objects. This is not new. Let’s 
not confuse this being a great place with 
unattainable perfection or with being the 
biggest bully around.

I am not Pollyanna, but I’m going to 
make the case that we are no more on the 
eve of destruction today than we were 
when Barry McGuire released the song of 
that name in 1965. 

“Can’t you feel the fears I’m feeling 
today?” McGuire sang. “If the button is 

pushed, there’s no runnin’ away. … Take a 
look around you, boy, it’s bound to scare 
you, boy.” 

Or, as Donald Trump put it 50 years 
later, “Our country is in serious 
trouble. We don’t have victories 
anymore. We used to have victo-
ries, but we don’t have them.”

Or, as Bernie Sanders put it, 
“For many, the American dream 
has become a nightmare.”

That was the case 50 years ago, 
I would argue to a greater extent 
than today for nonwhites, the 
poor and homosexuals, among 
others.

Trump’s imagery of nonstop past victo-
ries is detached from reality. Yes, 70 years 
ago we won World War II, critical to hu-
mankind, and at great cost. We sort of won 
the Cold War, but that reordering of world 
politics was part of a new era of instability 
that vexes us today. We killed bin Laden 
(don’t look for Trump to cite that as a win) 
but didn’t stanch the form of deadly hatred 
he represented. Outside of the Olympics, 
international victories are in the eye of the 
beholder. 

Maybe I was visiting a different plan-
et half a lifetime ago, but I recall liberals 
being criticized for questioning whether 
America really was the land of opportunity 
or whether our military adventures were 
just. 

Activists on the left and liberation theo-
logians would decry racism, sexism and 

Glenwood Garden Club marks 85th year

Residents of Glenwood Springs 
may be noticing more color 
along the streets and sidewalks 
of downtown. Flower pots line 
the street corners. Gardens have 
sprung up in new places along 
Grand Avenue. 

This beautification effort is 
thanks in large part to one of 
the town’s oldest entities, the 
Glenwood Springs Garden Club.

“That was a project that the 
garden club undertook, and it 
was perfect,” said club president 
Ann English. “We try to do posi-
tive beautification projects in the 
town, which is what the garden 
club has always done.”

As the oldest continuously op-
erating club in town, the garden 
club has a rich history with deep 
roots in Glenwood.

The club was started in 1931 
with between six and eight mem-
bers. Since then, it has grown in 

members and identity. It now 
consists of over 70 members aged 
from their 50s to 70s.

For its members, the club is 
much more than a hobby.

“It’s amazing, the knowledge of 
people in this club,” said English. 
“There are a lot of master garden-
ers, and there are a lot of people 
willing to share everything from 
their gardens too.”

Sharill Hawkins, one of the lon-
gest-tenured members, believes 
the same thing.

“I was 42 when I joined, and 
I was the youngest by a lot 
when I started,” Hawkins said, 
“but I stuck with it because I 
knew it was one of the most 
supportive groups. I was in-
terested in gardening, but it 
was a really supportive group 
of women. They were really 
interested in what anybody 
new to the community was 
doing, and they wanted to help 
even with things not related to 
gardening.”

Jack Reyering
jreyering@postindependent.com

Members spiffing up downtown, planning community tour

A rainbow provided a backdrop Thursday for the U.S. flag hung on Main Street in 
Carbondale to mark Independence Day.
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How to help local control
In his June 13 column “Under the Dome,” Bob 

Rankin makes the case for local control. Since he 
has a passion for the issue, I would suggest the 
follow topics for action. In 2005, at the urging of 
broadband providers, the Legislature passed a law 
pre-empting local governments from providing 
broadband access to their communities. Such an 
act is like saying communities cannot provide water 
service without going through an election process. 
Mr. Rankin, tear down that wall.

The Legislature also previously passed a law 
against local governments adopting a minimum 
wage for their community, another affront to local 
control. The Legislature blocked local communi-
ties’ right to practice rent control, thus removing 
a possible tool from the toolbox of those dealing 
with affordability. Bob, you can act on your belief by 
leading an effort to overturn these impediments to 
local control in dealing with working-class issues.

And finally, the Legislature can make it clear that 
local authorities should have the right to regulate 
fracking within their jurisdictions.

State Rep. Rankin deserves credit for his com-
munication skills and ongoing outreach. Whether 
one agrees with his policy positions or not, he has 
shown an ongoing commitment to reach out and 
talk with local governments. Hopefully his agenda 
can more closely align with the policy philosophy.

Bob Schultz
Carbondale

Hobbs resignation
I am writing to inform you that I will be resigning 

from the Carbondale Town Council this fall to pursue 
my passions in healing arts, language and traveling. 
I have been accepted to the Crestone Healing Arts 
Center, where I will study massage, qigong and yoga. 
After I complete the program I will be moving to 
Spain for many reasons, one of which is to become 
fluent in Spanish and pursue one of my lifelong goals 
of being multilingual and traveling the world.

Four years ago I was living in Montreal in pursuit 

of these goals when the Thompson Divide oil and 
gas leases were reaching their peak of controversy. I 
imagined what I would feel like if I continued trav-
eling the world and my hometown were to be im-
pacted with oil and gas drilling. I knew I would not 
be able to live with myself if I did not do everything 
within my individual power to protect and preserve 
the land surrounding our town which is so precious. 

I chose to move back and take action in 2013. I got a 
job land surveying and got to see many aspects of the 
area from a professional perspective. I was appointed 
to represent Carbondale on the Garfield County Ener-
gy Advisory Board, building relationships with indus-
try and educating myself on oil and gas, economics and 
land use. In 2014 I was elected by the people of Car-
bondale to serve on the Board of Trustees, for which I 
am extremely humbled and grateful. I thank residents 
of Carbondale for your trust to serve the community.

Now with fingers, toes, arms, legs and thoughts 
all crossed, it is looking like the BLM is making the 
correct decision and canceling the 25 oil and gas 
leases in the Thompson Divide. The final decision is 
due this summer, and it is not official yet. As always, 
we must constantly educate ourselves, participate 
and take action in order to protect our valuable 
resources. Nothing is ever certain, and we must be 
proactive. I am so thankful for all who have partici-
pated in not only protecting the Thompson Divide, 
but all who have contributed to the community, all 
the volunteer boards.

A.J. Hobbs
Carbondale
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BIRTHDAY
From page A1

oppression of all types, at home 
and abroad. 

“Don’t you love America?” was 
the rejoinder from the right. 
“Love it or leave it.”

Now the right can’t tell us 
enough about how horrible 
things are.

To those who say the libtards 
want to take their guns, declare 
war on Christmas, declare war 
on coal, force us to drive elec-
tric cars and shiver all winter, 
oppress the white man, emas-
culate law enforcement and the 
military, and strangle capital-
ism with regulation, I have a 
question.

I have the same question for 
those who say the country is 
being ruined by teabaggers who 
want to arm everyone, shove 
their religion down our throats, 
kill us with climate change de-
nial, oppress minorities, create a 
police state and let business run 
amok.

Where would all of you rather 
live?

No country ever has been or 
ever will be perfect. Further, the 
world is full of peril. That’s al-
ways been the case, but technol-
ogy has brought myriad dangers 
ever closer to each of us. 

Building a cohesive society and 
governing it are messy proposi-
tions, but essential. As Thomas 
Hobbes wrote in “The Leviathan” 
in 1651, without a political com-
munity, people would live in a 
constant condition of war against 
all. Life would have “No arts; no 
letters; no society; and which is 
worst of all, continual fear and 
danger of violent death; and the 
life of man solitary, poor, nasty, 
brutish and short.”

Our 240-year-old American 
social contract has moved us well 
beyond Hobbes’ state of nature.

Certainly our problems today 
are real, some more than others.

Infrastructure is crumbling. 
Decent housing is unattain-
able for too many — here in 
our beautiful mountains and 
river valleys as well as in urban 
centers. Obamacare is flawed 
at best, and we are too polar-
ized to fix it. North Korea is run 
by a nuclear-armed madman. 
ISIS and other radical Muslim 
groups wreak terror and death 
around the globe. A suitcase 
nuke is a real risk. Crazy peo-
ple with guns with increasing 
frequency make theaters, health 
clinics and schools into killing 
fields. Our favorite sport causes 
irreversible brain damage. The 
planet is getting hotter, and the 
same arguments and some of the 
same people employed to fight 
regulation of environmental ills 
and cigarette smoking are telling 

us everything is fine. Congress 
is deadlocked, the populace is 
divided, and it’s either the liberal 
media or Fox News and Rush 
Limbaugh’s fault. On and on it 
goes. 

It’s so bad that no previous 
generation has ever felt this way. 
Not during slavery, the settle-
ment of the West or the Civil 
War, not during World War I, 
the Guilded Age, the Depres-
sion, World War II, Vietnam or 
the Cold War, when kids were 
taught to duck and cover, and 
fallout shelter signs dotted every 
community. 

I don’t know how, in these 
dire times, Americans are able 
to even crawl out of their homes 
to spend $7 billion a year on 
Halloween ($310 million of that 
on pet costumes), $2.3 billion a 
year on tattoos (plus $66 million 
on tattoo removal), $11.8 billion 
on bottled water or $34.6 billion 
annually on gambling.

Here in western Colorado, we 
manage to put aside modern 
horrors to ski, raft, fish, bike, 
hike, climb, camp, paraglide and 
revel in the glory of the amazing 
American West.

These are clearly the acts of an 
oppressed people in a crumbled 
society. 

So thank goodness Donald 
Trump and others are here to 
exploit our angst and fear and 
make America great again.

BS, folks. This country is great. 
Trump and his ilk are merely 
trying scare us so they can glorify 
and ultimately enrich them-
selves. They are the snake oil 
salesmen of this July 4 celebra-
tion. Don’t buy their phony elix-
ir; if you want to be scared, buy a 
creepy Halloween mask for your 
cat instead.  

We all would like some things 
changed. Most of the chang-
es many of us would like are 
passionately opposed by others 
who also live in our open, free, 
pluralistic nation of immigrants. 
Our political process is meant 
to resolve those differences and 
move us forward, but we are in a 
sclerotic phase right now. 

I believe we can recover. 
When Ronald Reagan spoke 

of America as a shining city 
on a hill, when Barack Obama 
speaks of our better angels, they 
express the optimism essential 
for real leadership — not the 
destructive criticism of cynical 
fearmongering. 

So here’s my birthday wish for 
America: Let’s respect each oth-
er. Let’s be decent to newcomers. 
Let’s celebrate our freedoms and 
work constructively together to 
be a beacon to the world. 

We already are.

Randy Essex is editor of the Post 
Independent.

Birthday wish: Let’s work 
constructively together
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Carbondale emergency
Editor’s note: The author is a candidate for 
Carbondale mayor.

I happened to be at the Aug. 23, Carbondale trust-
ee meeting for my own purpose when I walked 
into the Trustee Chamber and was surprised to 
see 20 to 30 extremely upset women protesting 
the lack of action by Mayor Pro-Tem Dan Rich-
ardson and the Board of Trustees in reference to 
recent assaults on women walking at night.

After comments from most who attended and 
myself on this issue, Richardson’s response, 
“there is nothing the town can do about this to-
night,” in my opinion, and in the opinion of most 
of the women present, was not satisfactory.

True, the town must discuss and adopt a plan 
with the Police Department on a practical and 
efficient strategy to deal with this safety issue, 
however, I disagree and was disappointed in 
Richardson’s lack of empathy to the concerns of 
these citizens. Anger, frustration and fear was 
the catalyst which ignited their concerns and 
protests, and nothing was resolved.

In a conversation with one of the women 
attending, it was evident to me that something 
needs to be done immediately and could have 
been done that evening.

Had I been in Richardson’s position, I would 
have immediately announced that police pa-
trols in “dark areas and neighborhoods” would 

increase. Foot and/or bicycle patrols would begin 
along the Rio Grande Trail at night and imme-
diate conversations would begin on potential 
lighting in these areas. Creating this deterrent 
will make an immediate impression on anyone 
wishing to commit a crime in Carbondale. This 
move will give the board time to act on a well-or-
ganized plan on this issue while offering imme-
diate peace of mind to our citizens.

Richardson and board seemed to be concerned 
with the costs of funding such an undertaking. 
My response is this: The board recently declared 
considering tapping into the town’s emergency 
fund for nonemergency issues, a mistake in my 
opinion. It is the town’s obligation to provide 
streets, water and sewer, and above all safety to 
its residents. I believe that these assaults consti-
tute a real safety issue and I believe most in this 
town agree. Using emergency funds for an emer-
gency is the purpose of this fund, in my opinion. 

In reference to offsetting some of the costs 
for lighting, Carbondale needs to partner with 
RFTA, which owns the Rio Grande Trail and 
also does not want to see crimes committed on 
its property.

These are but a few options available and need 
to be addressed. The protection of our citizens 
needs to be a paramount concern to our elected 
officials and action should not be delayed.

Ed Cortez
Carbondale

YOUR LETTERS

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION
What’s level of football is best?

Go to postindependent.com to vote today.

I n the small, homogeneous 
town where I grew up, before 
the word “diversity” was in 

common use to refer to people dif-
ferent from each other in 
some way, it was pretty 
common to hear racial 
and religious slurs. 

My dad, born in 1919 
and whose longest time 
out of Nebraska was 
serving in the still-seg-
regated Army at Fort 
Riley, Kansas, would 
refer to black athletes 
as “boy,” a term that 
harkens back to slavery and seg-
regation. Others used even more 
offensive terms. 

Not many black people lived in 
Beatrice, Nebraska, other than the 
Scott brothers, barbers just down 
the street from my house. Be-
atrice didn’t have a synagogue or 
a mosque or hardly any residents 
who weren’t as white as our yards 
in January. 

Beatrice had a Catholic school, 
and I remember hearing terms 
that I didn’t even understand, but 
later grasped as derisive toward 
Catholics.  

Back then, towns like Beatrice 
and Glenwood Springs were more 
isolated from outside influences 

than in today’s high-tech, hyper-
conneted world. The struggle for 
civil rights was more theoretical to 
us than real. 

So by the time we 
reached middle school, 
most of my classmates 
and I had grown up 
hearing things, and 
some of us saying things, 
that were just plain 
bigoted. 

This is a rationaliza-
tion for bad behavior, 
but I think most of the 
slurs were rooted more 

in unchallenged ignorance more 
than in hate. If someone started 
telling racist jokes and we’d heard 
adult relatives do similar things, 
we would join in or laugh along. It 
was adolescent mob mentality.

Our teachers helped us learn the 
issues of the world and why not to 
say things that demean groups of 
people. Seventh-grade social stud-
ies included a unit on stereotypes, 
the first time I’d heard the term. 

For the most part during my 
adult life, these things we learned 
in middle school have been a stan-
dard of expected conduct in our 
increasingly diverse society. Over-
all, Americans gradually got better 
about how we talk about people 

who aren’t like us. 
It’s not just a question of being 

polite. If we have to think about how 
we describe someone or how we 
address someone, we are breaking 
the ignorance and disregard of a less 
sophisticated time in our history. 
Over time, what we say and what we 
hear changes how we think.

Racist, sexist, homophobic, reli-
giously biased language was mar-
ginalized. Some people still thought 
these things but for the most part 
knew not to say them — though 
Barack Obama’s election showed us 
that the proportion of our popu-
lation with racist feelings is larger 
than many of us imagined. 

Then came Donald Trump’s pres-
idential campaign. In many ways, 
Trump is like the name-calling bul-
lies who got in trouble with my mid-
dle-school teachers — but there’s no 
one to send a 70-year-old self-pro-
claimed billionaire to detention.

Trump, with his cruel language 
toward Mexicans, his sweeping 
generalizations about Muslims, 
his racial dog whistles that we all 
can hear, has emboldened those so 
inclined to start saying the things 
they learned as children just aren’t 
appropriate. 

Video from his rallies captures 
grown-up mob mentality, with 

supporters shouting the n word, 
calling protesters fags, calling Hil-
lary Clinton a bitch who should be 
hanged and making references to 
her body — which, oddly enough, 
no one did with John McCain, 
Mitt Romney or Barack Obama. 

It’s spreading into everyday life, 
across the country.

A Latina restaurant worker in 
Virginia who is a citizen recently 
found a note on a receipt that said, 
“We only tip citizens.” 

In Iowa and Indiana, students 
taunted opposing Latino basket-
ball players last winter with chants 
of “build a wall,” and “Trump.” 

An El Salvadoran man was 
dragged from his car and beaten 
last year at the El Jebel City Mar-
ket by man who yelled obsceni-
ties about our president and that 
“Mexicans” should go home. 

Words matter. Trump launched 
his campaign two months before 
the El Jebel beating by saying of 
Mexican immigrants, “They’re 
bringing drugs. They’re bringing 
crime. They’re rapists.” Then he got 
serious about putting people down. 

As much as any other aspect of 
his rise, this is the threat of a Trump 
presidency — that we will regress 
and become a more hateful society.

Even if he loses, he has ripped at 

our social fabric in a way that frays 
decades of gains against discrimi-
nation and stereotyping. 

The makeup of America is 
changing in a way that cannot be 
stopped. We will either embrace 
our growing diversity or risk being 
more deeply divided by it.

Racism and hatred are driven by 
fear. Fear’s running mate is igno-
rance. Its antidote is familiarity, in 
this case, getting to know people 
who seem different from us and 
learning how much like us they are. 

This doesn’t just involve people 
of different religions and skin col-
ors. America is so polarized today 
that liberals and conservatives 
need to reach out to each other. 

In this process, we will learn that 
we are more alike than different. 
A conservative columnist and I re-
cently exchanged emails in which 
we agreed that we make each other 
think harder, which we both enjoy. 

Whichever way the election 
goes, America desperately needs to 
think harder and choose our words 
responsibly.

It will help us remember our 
middle school lessons and to be-
have like grown-ups.

Randy Essex is publisher and 
editor of the Post Independent.
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Carbondale’s waste
I have not complained about the town of 

Carbondale for quite some time. Now council 
members have to reach in for reserves and 
want another tax increase. For starters seemed 
like we could have done with out the fancy 
sidewalk bulb-outs.

We could have done with a lot of expenses 
that could have been done without, just for 
good-looking items. City Market threatened to 
move down to Cattle Creek. 

So I think you should have tightened your 
belts when the rest of us had to. 

Seems the city fathers think that we should 
all be contributing to champagne tastes on a 
beer budget. Such as thinking we would all be 
driving Priuses when in fact everybody drives 
an SUV, and we can’t all be riding bikes down 
the road all the time. 

This town has been supported by an older 
generation and feels that you could have saved 
some money if you had listened to some of the 
older workers you have. Instead you have cho-
sen to put in lots of bike paths, and we are still 
paying for the Fire Department tax hike, and 
we are still paying for all of these new schools. 

The town wanted to keep Carbondale 
quaint; however you are finding that keeping 
businesses from moving here to Carbondale 
means you have a lot less tax money. 

You made your bed now you just pull the 
covers up and like it. You managed to stop all 
types of people from owning a business, and 
you have made it hard for other than the arts 
and crafts people to come into our town.

We now have to go to other places for a 
ton of things that we could very well have 
used, but you deemed it necessary to keep 
Carbondale quaint. So if you’re thinking that 
maybe you should have been cutting corners 
instead of building bulb-outs, perhaps you 
should have realized that eventually the 
wells were going to run dry and you would 
be left holding the bag full of promises 
and you don’t have the money for everyday 
things.

Audrey Jane Spaulding
Carbondale

Carbondale’s heads in the sand
“Carbondale must tap reserves for basic needs”
Because of a failure to deal with reality
The headline in quotations appeared Nov. 

1 in the Post Independent. The second is the 
opinion of the writer. The rest is fact.

• Two times, 2003 and 2012, Carbondale 
had a chance to vote for economic develop-
ment — both times the town voted it down.

• Both proposals were stated to be not the right 
“flavor” for Carbondale by Carbondale trustees 
and an influential group of drum circle activists.

• The town of Carbondale collectively kept its 
head in the sand when oil and gas revenue was 
in decline. Instead of cutting the budget, the 
town elected to rely on the savings of Garfield 
County to bail it out of its fiscal irresponsibility.

• Carbondale has been voted an artist’s commu-
nity district by the state of Colorado, which is great, 
but struggling artists don’t do a lot for sales tax, even 
though they contribute to a beautiful community.

• The town continually ignores the fact that 
it does not have dollars to give away to non-
profits. All the trustees and mayor seem to do 
is slightly reduce the welfare while whining 
about infrastructure needs.

• A bigger grocery store that doesn’t offer 
the selection of Glenwood Springs and El 
Jebel will not increase sales tax dollars, and 
we don’t know when this store will be built or 
open and what the new store will offer.

• The town policy dictated by some influen-
tial locals has been to be a poor bedroom com-
munity, rather than a commercial center, and 
has sent that message state- and countrywide. 
That image will be difficult to change.

• The policies of the past boards of trustees 
have set in motion a future town with dirt 
streets just like the old Carbondale, but with-
out the coal mine jobs.

• Town reserve studies and good practice pre-
dict financial needs for years into the future. If 
the town is short of funds now, blame the current 
and past residents, trustees and mayors for hav-
ing their heads in the sand. You reap what you 
sow. If you still have a belt, get ready to tighten it.

Bill Grant
Carbondale
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P erhaps the biggest question 
looming tonight is not wheth-
er Hillary Clinton or Donald 

Trump will be the next president.
Rather, it is this: How do 

we heal?
We are Americans, Colora-

dans, residents of our county 
and town. If we talk with 
each other and seek to be 
polite and respectful, we cer-
tainly will find that we have 
much more in common than 
what divides us.

Yet many of us have al-
lowed ourselves to see those 
with different worldviews as evil — as 
libtards or fascists, dumbocrats or 
Neanderthals. 

We aren’t. We’re all human beings 
and Americans with different life 
experiences. 

As much as the mainstream media 
has taken a beating in recent years, 
it’s the partisan media — Fox News, 
MSNBC, Breitbart, Huffington Post 
and more — that have moved us away 
from seeking and valuing facts in favor 
of constant vilifying of the other side. 

These outlets, too, have eroded the 
strength of the First Amendment by 
cloaking their profit-driven preaching 
as news. Walter Cronkite (who in 1968 
called the Vietnam War a stalemate 
and criticized overly optimistic mili-
tary leaders) couldn’t have gained the 
status he did in today’s media environ-
ment because he would be under con-
stant attack from one side or the other.

Recent research has shown not only 
that Americans choose to live with 
like-minded people; we also get our 
information from sources that validate 
rather than challenge our point of 
view. 

The Pew Research Center in 2014 
found that “When it comes to getting 
news about politics and government, 
liberals and conservatives inhabit 
different worlds. There is little overlap 
in the news sources they turn to and 
trust. And whether discussing politics 
online or with friends, they are more 
likely than others to interact with 
like-minded individuals.”

Increasingly, we live in bubbles. 
This is not helped by the Internet, 

where information is posted without 
regard to its veracity or the credi-
bility of its source. Just as two small 
examples, it was widely posted that 
Donald Trump once said that if he ran 
for office, he would run as a Repub-
lican because Republicans are easier 
to fool. Then, in recent days, a meme 
was shared with a Clinton quote that 
Trump would be great in politics and 
had a big role in pulling America out 
of the Great Recession. 

Neither was true. 
As a journalist, I was taught to 

prosecute issues and assertions. If 
your mother tells you she loves you, 
check it out, goes a famous admoni-
tion attributed to John Bremner, the 
late University of Kansas journalism 
instructor. 

And through the years, I’ve found 

great pleasure in digging into the 
nuance of issues, ultimately reach-
ing the conclusion that the world is 
mostly gray even as most of us would 

like it to be black and white, 
clear-cut, wrong or right. Of 
course almost all of us want 
to be clearly right, especially 
in matters involving politics. 

I went to college already 
sure I wanted to be a jour-
nalist and already loving his-
tory. During my sophomore 
year, I took an international 
relations class that changed 
my perspective not just on 

the world, but on how to think about 
issues. The professor told us what we 
had learned about the world and his-
tory was from a Eurocentric point of 
view — essentially the narrative of his-
tory from the victors of World War II.

But how did China view the Vietnam 
War or the U.S. rebuilding of Japan 
after World War II?

How did the Vietnamese view the 
French, the Chinese and the Amer-
icans, all of whom sought to control 
their homeland? 

Why would one perspective be more 
valid than another?

Today, too few of us are willing to lis-
ten even to our fellow Americans who 
have different perspectives from us. 

Large proportions of our population 
are convinced that electing Trump will 
wreck the economy, threaten the First 
Amendment and put us in greater dan-
ger worldwide. Roughly equal propor-
tions of Americans are sure that elect-
ing Clinton will wreck the economy, 
threaten the Second Amendment and 
put us in greater danger worldwide.

This chasm has been assiduously 
exploited by the partisan media and 
interest groups that regularly use fear 
of the other side to fatten their coffers 
to wage war and get the policies they 
want. 

We — those of us on both sides — 
are being played. 

We do individually have the power to 
make a difference. 

We aren’t supposed to agree. That 
artificial unanimity is the hallmark of 
oppressed societies. But we can be civ-
il. We can talk with those whose views 
differ from ours. We can agree on some 
things: Our country’s infrastructure is 
crumbling, and finding the will to fix 
it will create jobs, foster innovation 
and improve the economy for years 
to come. Our public schools are in 
trouble, not turning out young people 
ready for the workplace or building the 
kind of civic vernacular and knowledge 
we need to break our deadlock. 

Whether on Wednesday we are look-
ing at the certainty of President Trump 
or President Clinton; Congresswoman 
Schwartz or Rep. Tipton; DA Caloia, 
Cheney or McCrory, we will remain 
neighbors and Americans. 

Let’s talk and work on treating each 
other as such. 

Randy Essex is publisher and editor of 
the Post Independent.

We’re Americans and 
neighbors; let’s act like it
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