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Colorado Mountain College is a regional institution covering six Colorado counties and 
supported by a tax levy that does not require renewal. Because of its regional nature, its board 
meetings are held in different locations from month to month and are not livestreamed.  

 
While we encourage other news organizations in the region to cover the CMC board, reporters 
only rarely attend meetings. The topics are generally dry and the distances to travel are great. 
When we learned that a majority of its board of trustees was on the brink of censuring a fellow 
elected member over letters to the editor, we stood up for transparency to the public.  

 

It took two editorials — the second mostly to remind the board that we were watching — but 
the board in the end not only dropped its censure motion, but also adopted our suggestion to 
study livestreaming the meetings.  
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motion after having dropped it.  
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It’s a small school and a typically quiet board. It’s easy enough, in today’s media landscape, to 
let stories and frankly outrageous acts of secrecy slide. We instead won a small victory for 
transparency and accountability to taxpayers.  

 
(By the way, a new page designer ran an outdated box listing members of the editorial board 
with the second editorial, explaining why the entrant appears to not be a member of the 
editorial board.) 

 



Stats and Obama’s legacy
Sonny Black’s letter of July 12 was either a poor 

attempt at satire or just a poor understanding of 
social statistics. Mr. Black moans of the economy 
being stagnant over the past eight years. 

Hardly, sir. The economy has gained five 
times more jobs under Obama than during the 
Bush administration, previously, and unem-
ployment rates dropped below the historical 
average.

Mr. Black asserts that Obama has added an 
estimated $19 trillion to our national debt. 
Not so. The debt has increased, but to a total 
of $19 trillion. This is an increase in raw num-
bers from about a $14 trillion debt assumed 
from the Bush administration. Still staggering 
numbers, but these dollar amounts are not 
all measured in the same manner, however, 
because of inflation. 

If one viewed, instead, the percentage in-
crease in national debt from the inauguration 
of one president to the next, W had a percent-
age increase of 80 percent, compared with 
Obama’s 60 percent. FYI, Reagan’s was 175 
percent and Clinton’s 30 percent. 

Regarding health care and the Affordable 
Care Act, Mr. Black calls it “a failing disaster” 
yet provides no rationale for such a condem-
nation. As of March 2016, 20 million have 
gained health care insurance coverage as a re-
sult of that act. That act seems a great success 
to those now covered. 

As for the respect with which America is 
held around the world, I have lived in Europe 
three times in the past 30 years and travel 
there often. The respect for Barack Obama 
is noteworthy among citizens of Europe. 
Regarding George Bush, Europeans often 
asked, in astonishment, how such a (stupid/
ignorant/dumb) person could have been 
elected president. 

As Mr. Black notes, “OK, that’s enough …” 
I could go on, but will simply note that facts 
and Mr. Black seem strangers to one another.

Murry Nelson
Glenwood Springs

Garfield County as model
I know many of you adults, kids, bankers 

and business executives don’t watch your local 
televised government meetings, but do watch 
the July 11 Garfield County Board of Commis-
sioners meeting. You can find it here: http://
tinyurl.com/GarCoJuly11.

You will truly like the exceptional perfor-
mance rating of Garfield County in rural Colo-
rado and in rural America, which is ongoing.

If you put on your thinking caps, it should 
dawn on you that Garfield County can do so 
much better in the next five or six years than 
expected by economists or Kansas City Federal 
Reserve Bank bigwigs.

Watch and listen to Colorado State Demog-
rapher Elizabeth Garner testify to the Garfield 
County Board of Commissioners about the 
amazing performance and resiliency of Garfield 
County as model for Colorado and nationwide.

I say take local small business capital forma-
tion capabilities and economic geographic ef-
ficiencies to a higher level by attracting hedge 
fund, private equity, insurance company and 
venture capitalist money.

Gather around the Garfield County Board of 
Commissioners to show everybody you’ve got 
what it takes because time and opportunities 
can be very fleeting. I’ve got my business de-
velopment sights on Rifle, Colorado: fashion 
industry, business incubator, restaurant and 
food industry restructuring and tech startups.

Emzy Veazy III
Aspen

YOUR LETTERS

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION
Has Grand Avenue bridge construction 
affected you?

Go to postindependent.com to vote today.

T his is pretty simple. The Colo-
rado Mountain College Board 
of Trustees is not a private body 

and mustn’t behave like one.
Trustees are elected and are the pub-

lic’s only voice in allocating nearly $47 
million that residents of six counties 
pay in property taxes that provide two-
thirds of the college’s budget. 

It is wrong and wrongheaded for 
these unpaid trustees to be limited in 
what they can tell their constituents 
about their work and their views. So 
the very idea of censuring an elect-
ed official for sharing with the public 
opinions on issues before the board is 
jaw-droppingly troubling. 

But the board in June seriously con-
sidered censuring Trustee Mary Ellen 
Denomy of Battlement Mesa over 
letters she wrote to western Colorado 
editors explaining why she would vote 
against budget provisions. 

A motion by Summit County Trustee 
Patricia Theobald was tabled only after 
Board President Glenn Davis demand-
ed that Denomy pledge not to write 
more letters to the editor before an up-
coming board retreat. Davis says that 
whether the motion is revived depends 
on how discussions go at the retreat. 

The board has a policy, most recently 
revised in 2014 on a 5-1 vote, that 
after a decision, “each board member 
supports the final determination of the 
board concerning any particular mat-
ter, regardless of the member’s person-
al position concerning such matter.”

In addition, “the board president is 
the only spokesperson for the Board of 
Trustees.” 

A couple of notes at this juncture: 
Denomy’s letters to the editor came be-
fore “final determination” was made on 
the issues at hand. It’s also worth men-
tioning that she cast the dissenting vote 
back in 2014 on the rules, which we 
consider contrary to the public interest.

In an interview last week, Davis said 
the board policies are not meant to sti-
fle anyone’s First Amendment rights. 

Could have fooled us, because this 
sounds like an effort to cow Denomy 
into silence with a threat of official 
condemnation for communicating 
with her constituents. 

Theobald’s motion accuses Denomy 
of “repeated, serious violations of the 
responsibilities of [a] trustee of Colo-
rado Mountain College … engaging in 
a public campaign through newspapers 
across the district to mislead the read-
ers by publishing the minority opinion 
[and] expressing condemnation of 
the board and disapproval of properly 
approved actions by the board. This 
conduct can only be intended to cause 
overwhelming damage to the college.”

Goodness.
What caused this “overwhelming 

damage?”
Denomy wrote a letter in May op-

posing a transfer of tax money to the 
nonprofit CMC Foundation; and a 
second letter in June saying she would 
vote against a raise, bonus and contract 

extension for college President and 
CEO Carrie Hauser. Denomy also said 
in her second letter she would vote 
against the overall budget for 2016-17 
because she was opposed to “raising 
tuition on some of our most-deserving 
students and increasing spending for 
projects that do not directly enhance 
the education of our students.”

While we plan to further research the 
practice of transferring tax money to a 
private foundation, this editorial isn’t 
about the merits of Denomy’s positions. 

CMC is among western Colorado’s 
most important institutions. We think 
Hauser is a good leader with a strong 
vision for making education broadly 
attainable, supporting students and 
working to make their high school 
years more valuable. We particularly 
appreciate that the college is one of the 
few institutions around here that is 
proactively inclusive of our large popu-
lation of immigrant families. 

This editorial is about Denomy’s cer-
tain right — we would deem it an obliga-
tion — to share her views with taxpayers. 

We are concerned that Theobald’s mo-
tion is indicative of efforts to foster a clois-
tered culture in which dissent is punished.

In 2013, when Denomy faced 
re-election, she was opposed by Jay 
Rickstrew, who now is on the CMC 
Foundation board. In 2015, when 
Carbondale Trustee Kathy Goudy, 
who believes the censure motion is 
inappropriate and who asks a lot of 
questions in her board role, faced 
re-election, she was opposed by former 
CMC Foundation board chairman Jon 
Warnick. Theobald also is a former 
foundation board chair, and Davis is a 
former foundation board member, as is 
Trustee Charles Cunniffe. 

While Denomy and Goudy won their 
re-election campaigns, we don’t think 
the residents of the CMC district — 
Garfield, Pitkin, Eagle, Routt, Lake and 
Summit counties — really want a revolv-
ing door of trustees between the private 
CMC Foundation and the public college 
governing board, particularly when the 
latter is sending tax money to the former. 

Davis doesn’t think the CMC board 
is like a city council or county com-
mission, saying, “I see this a bit more 
like the governing board for a lot of 
either nonprofit or private enterprise 
organizations.” 

It’s not. 
It’s an elected body that represents 

taxpayers and allocates our money. De-
nomy or any other trustee must be free 
to communicate with those constitu-
ents who are paying the freight.

As Jeff Roberts, executive director of 
the Colorado Freedom of Information 
Coalition said, her desire to explain 
her position and make policy-making 
transparent “shouldn’t just be hon-
ored; it should be celebrated.”

If damage is being done to CMC it is 
through Theobald’s effort to intimidate 
a dissenter into silence. 

The board and the college have no real 
reason to fear transparency or criticism. 

OUR VIEW

CMC’s board shouldn’t 
muzzle its members
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A NOTE ON LETTERS
We welcome emailed letters. Letters deemed 

libelous, not factual or in bad taste will not be 
printed. We reserve the right to edit all letters 
for readability and language usage, and to 
shorten those longer than 350 words. 
Email: letters@postindependent.com

Please include your real name, town of 
residence, daytime phone and email address. 
By submitting a letter for publication, you are 
consenting for it to be posted on our website.
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CMC: Amazing community asset
Colorado Mountain College has proven to be an amazing 

community asset in all nine counties in its service area cover-
ing some 12,000 square miles. As I step down after 15 contin-
uous years of volunteer service to the college (because of term 
limits), it’s time for me to reflect upon the contribution CMC 
has made to our students, to our taxpayers and to our local 
economies – and to express my confidence in the leadership 
of President Carrie Besnette Hauser and her leadership team.

During eight years of service on the elected Board of Trustees 
(six as president) and a subsequent seven years on the CMC 
Foundation Board, I have witnessed the development of an 
educational powerhouse devoted to the success of its students. 
This devotion has many facets: introduction of five new bach-
elor’s degree programs to meet both student interests and local 
job needs; updated associate’s degree and certificate programs 
reflective of the needs in each community we serve; student 
success in completion of their AA degree with guaranteed 
transfer credits to Colorado’s four-year institutions; very low 
tuition rates, particularly for our in-district students; more 
scholarship dollars from generous donors awarded to more 
students with financial needs; growth in concurrent-enroll-
ment offerings with more high school students taking col-
lege-level classes for credit; continuous retooling of curriculum 
in conjunction with local employers needing a skilled work-
force; a very talented and dedicated faculty and administrative 
staff who constantly strive to do their best; and steady replace-
ment of outdated buildings with new facilities. 

CMC has proven its capacity to weather economic chal-
lenges while still providing a high-quality education to its stu-
dents, even when the 2008 recession led to nearly eight years 
of depressed home values and sharply reduced income from 
the 3.997 mill levy from our taxpayers that provides nearly 
three-quarters of the college’s income. It’s quite a challenging 
process to successfully manage the operation of some 11 sep-
arate educational sites in nine counties separated by many 
miles and sometimes difficult travel conditions. 

The leadership of Colorado Mountain College, both at Central 
Services in Glenwood Springs and with the campus vice presi-
dents in each of its seven districts, continues to make amazing 
strides in serving the higher education needs of the 20,000 stu-
dents who come to CMC each year. The CMC Foundation has 
granted more than $26 million to CMC’s students and programs 
since 2006 and nearly $40 million since its inception in 1985. 

As the college celebrates its 50th anniversary this year, I am 

certain that the incredible progress that I have witnessed during 
the last 15 years sets a good path for the next half century. 

Doris Dewton
Edwards

Recall to duty for veterans
As a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, I am thoroughly disap-

pointed with and betrayed by what I see going on in America. 
The levels of corruption and abuse of power at the highest lev-
els of our national government trouble me. 

I asked myself what I can possibly do as a veteran to con-
tinue to honor the oath I took many years ago to support and 
defend the Constitution. Recently, I learned about a nation-
wide effort to rein in the power and jurisdiction of the federal 
government and return much of this power back to the state 
governments and to the people – in other words, to rebalance 
power between the state and federal governments originally 
intended in the Constitution by America’s Founding Fathers. 

This nationwide effort, called Convention of States Project 
(www.conventionofstates.com), also seeks to require the fed-
eral government to operate under a true balanced budget as 
well as the merits of term limits on members of Congress and 
federal judges. 

I am now an active supporter of the project, and I urge all 
my fellow veterans to take that first step to become educated 
about this nonpartisan effort. Support for the project by vet-
erans could prove crucial to its success, because we represent 
the 7 percent of Americans who were prepared to give the last 
measure of devotion in support of our Constitution. 

In addition to the above website, inquiries or requests for 
group presentations about the effort can be made tocolora-
dovets@cosaction.com, or call 719-482-5997. 

Ron Scott
Monument

YOUR LETTERS

THIS WEEK’S 
QUESTION
What level of football 
is best?

Go to postindependent.com to vote today.
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A NOTE ON LETTERS
We welcome emailed letters. Letters deemed libelous, 

not factual or in bad taste will not be printed. We reserve 
the right to edit all letters for readability and language 
usage, and to shorten those longer than 350 words. 
Email: letters@postindependent.com

Please include your real name, town of residence, 
daytime phone and email address. By submitting a letter 
for publication, you are consenting for it to be posted on 
our website.

OUR VIEW

The Colorado Mountain College trustees 
meet this week in Steamboat Springs.

We have to imagine that very few 
constituents of the college district will be able 
to attend, and we believe the college should do 
more to make its governing meetings readily 
accessible to the public. 

The trustee majority also needs to knock off 
its unproductive drive to dress down a mem-
ber of the board minority. 

Among the agenda items of interest to Gar-
field County residents this week are planned 
action on the “Cooper Commons buildout 
lease option agreement” and “board conduct/
trustee censure (tabled from June).”

The Cooper Commons item refers to con-
verting the vacant upper floor of the CMC 
headquarters at Eighth Street and Grand 
Avenue into usable space that will be an im-
portant new venue for meetings and events in 
Glenwood Springs. It promises to more fully 
leverage CMC’s space both for the good of the 
college and the community.

The space is a small example of the terrific 
asset CMC is to the region it serves. More im-
portantly, it is working hard under President 
Carrie Besnette Hauser to partner with high 
schools and expand opportunity for all sectors 
of western Coloradans. 

Our criticism of what a previous editorial 
termed an effort by the trustee majority to 
“foster a cloistered culture in which dissent is 
punished” is meant to encourage an important 
institution to be more open and accountable. 
In the long run, that will make CMC better. 

The censure item is the case in point. It 
grows from a 4-3 split on the board and some 
trustees’ irritation primarily with Trustee 
Mary Ellen Denomy of Battlement Mesa.

As the Post Independent reported in July, 
Trustee Patricia Theobald of Breckenridge 
moved to censure Denomy “for repeated, 
serious violations of the responsibilities of [a] 
trustee of Colorado Mountain College, for en-
gaging in a public campaign through newspa-
pers across the district to mislead the readers 
by publishing the minority opinion [and] for 
expressing condemnation of the board and 
disapproval of properly approved actions by 
the board.”

“This conduct can only be intended to cause 
overwhelming damage to the college,” Theo-
bald’s motion said.

The motion was tabled pending a discussion 
at the board retreat on Wednesday, but is back 
on the agenda for Thursday, perhaps as lever-
age to get Denomy and perhaps Trustee Kathy 
Goudy of Carbondale to agree in the retreat to 

behave the way the board majority would like. 
Denomy’s sin, besides being a persistent 

questioner and voting against the budget 
this year, was to write two letters to editors of 
newspapers in the CMC district explaining 
why she would cast certain upcoming votes.  

The move against Denomy smacks of an 
effort to muzzle an elected public official and 
to intimidate other members of the board mi-
nority into compliance and silence. 

Elected boards shouldn’t work that way 
despite board President Glenn Davis’ wrong-
headed assertion that the trustees are less 
like a city council than the board of a private 
company.

Such matters — as are the many less sexy 
matters before the CMC board — are of clear 
public interest. As we noted in our previous 
editorial, the trustees are elected and are the 
public’s only voice in allocating nearly $47 
million that residents of six counties pay in 
property taxes that provide two-thirds of the 
college’s annual budget.

So shouldn’t CMC, home of the Isaac-
son School of New Media, described as “a 
cutting-edge learning environment designed 
to prepare you for a career in today’s digital 
world,” be livestreaming its meetings so any-
one in its sprawling district could watch?

It is entirely appropriate for the trustees to 
meet in the college’s different locations, from 
Leadville to Aspen to Rifle to Steamboat.

It also would be entirely appropriate for two 
or three Issacson students to be assigned to 
transporting the equipment needed and set-
ting up a livestream at all trustee meetings. 

Livestreaming isn’t simple, and it’s easier 
if the event to be streamed is in a place with 
fixed equipment, but what we propose is en-
tirely doable. 

It also is a proper step for a regional school 
that relies on tax support (and doesn’t have to 
seek renewal so long as it doesn’t increase its 
levy). 

Transparency sends the right message about 
a good institution to taxpayers and young peo-
ple it seeks to educate.

And for goodness’ sakes, trustees, drop the 
censure motion. It’s unbecoming. 

GLENWOOD SPRINGS POST  
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commercial trailer and $85,000 
in drag racing parts, as previous-
ly reported by the PI.

But since McMillan’s initial 
sentencing some new pieces of 
the case have come to light.

In July investigators uncovered 
$56,000 that the DA’s office says 
McMillan squirreled away to 
keep it from being distributed for 
restitution.

Of that hidden money, 
$10,000 was found in her hus-
band’s possession, and another 
$46,000 was discovered in a safe 
at her son’s Rifle home.

McMillan’s husband commit-
ted suicide after this money was 
seized.

Lynch had previously or-
dered the Chevrolet to be sold 
for restitution, and on Thurs-
day the judge said she would 
sign an order for the $56,000 
to also be distributed for 
restitution.

If by “spending her time wise-
ly” in prison she meant not pay-
ing back a dime of what she stole 
from the taxpayers, and making 
sure that money was hidden, 

then she accomplished that, the 
prosecutor said.

McMillan has done noth-
ing but make 
her situation 
worse over the 
past year when 
she could have 
made it much, 
much better, 
said Barrett. He 
described her as 
bitter, resentful 
and not deserving of a lighter 
sentence.

To demonstrate this he played 
several recordings of phone 
calls McMillan made from 
prison.

McMillan, speaking in a phone 
call with her husband, said Gar-
field County and the 9th Judicial 
District are corrupt systems. 
McMillan said in the phone call 
that she didn’t do anything that 
others hadn’t done; she was just 
the one who got caught.

“I so badly want to tell Judge 
Lynch to kiss my ass,” McMillan 
could be heard saying.

Public Defender Elise Myer 
said that Lynch’s original 10-year 
sentence sent a message. 

“I can tell this court that it 

caught everyone’s attention,” said 
Myer, adding that the precedent 
Lynch set changed the way the 
public defender’s office advises 
clients with similar cases.

But the purpose of sending 
a message had already been 
achieved, she argued. 

“The deterrence is there.”
Arguing for a lighter prison 

term, Myer said that sentencing 
McMillan to a lengthy stay in 
prison would make it even longer 
before the county can begin get-
ting repaid.

“We know she owes well over 
half-a-million dollars in resti-
tution,” she said. “She will never 
pay a dime while in prison.”

The county said that the citi-
zens have been deprived of funds 
for health, safety and welfare, 
and the only meaningful way to 
make reparations is if she can 
start paying something back, 
said Myer.

“It’s unfortunate that we’ve 
seen multiple cases of employees 
stealing from the county, but we 
will continue to prosecute these 
cases vigorously,” Barrett said 
later. “And I hope this sentence 
will deter others who’re thinking 
of doing the same.”

MCMILLAN
From page A1

Robin McMillan

CMC trustees 
withdraw censure  

of Denomy

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS — The 
Colorado Mountain College board 
of trustees on Thursday dropped 
a motion to censure of one of its 
members for letters she wrote to 
Colorado newspapers 
about the college’s budget.

The board first consid-
ered censuring Trustee 
Mary Ellen Denomy of 
Battlement Mesa in June 
after she wrote letters to re-
gional newspapers in May 
opposing a transfer of col-
lege money to the nonprof-
it CMC Foundation and in 
June. She said she would 
vote against a raise, bonus 
and contract extension for 
college President and CEO 
Carrie Hauser, and that 
she would vote against the 
budget for next year.

Some trustees thought 
Denomy’s letters clashed 
with a 2014 board policy stating 
that board members will support 
the final determination of the 
board on a matter regardless of the 
member’s personal position. The 
policy also states that the board’s 
sole spokesperson is the board 
president.

A censure would have expressed 
formal disapproval from the trust-
ees but carried no further penalty.

Board President Glenn Davis 
said Thursday that the trustees had 
discussed the issue during a retreat 
Wednesday and drafted a state-
ment on the issue.

“Trustees worked diligently to 
understand each trustee’s perspec-
tives and recognize the validity of 
their different opinion,” Davis said, 
reading the statement. “The board 
recognizes the need to move for-
ward, committing to shared values 
regarding the necessity of individu-

al expressions while always 
acting in the best interests 
of the college.”

The statement said the 
board will work to clarify 
its roles and responsibilities 
and develop a new code 
of conduct using widely 
recognized governance 
practices.

Trustees voted unani-
mously to withdraw the 
June motion to censure 
Denomy and in favor of the 
development of improved 
practices moving forward.

“[We] commit to the 
development of improved 
governance practices and a 
culture of trust, transparen-

cy, collaboration and shared values,” 
Thursday’s statement read. 

The statement added that 
the board would work “through 
technology and alternative me-
diums to ensure the public is 
always well informed of board 
actions.”

In July, Denomy told the Post 
Independent that board minutes 
don’t fully capture the reasons trust-
ees vote a certain way, adding she 
thought it was important for constit-
uents to understand why she voted 
the way she did on budget issues, 
which is what led to the letters.

Teresa Ristow
Steamboat Pilot & Today

Glenn Davis

Mary Ellen 
Denomy

Florence day care provider 
charged in infant boy’s death

PUEBLO — A Florence day 
care provider has been charged 
in the death of a 9-month-old 
boy.

The Pueblo Chieftain reports 
44-year-old Christine Humphrey 
appeared in court Thursday on 
a felony charge of child abuse 
resulting in death.

Sheriff ’s deputies were called 
to an in-home day care and 
found Rhett Walker unrespon-
sive April 29. The boy died at a 
nearby hospital.

Humphrey, who is due back in 

court Oct. 11, did not qualify for 
a public defender Thursday so 
she will be required to hire her 
own attorney. She does not have 
a publicly listed phone number.

Human remains found in San 
Juan National Forest ID’d

DURANGO— Investigators 
have identified human remains 
that were found in the San Juan 
National Forest in southwest 
Colorado.

The Durango Herald reports 
U.S. Forest Service workers 
found 29-year-old Andrew 
Chacon’s skull in a rugged 

and remote area east of Pago-
sa Springs on Aug. 23. A grid 
search turned up 69 points of in-
terest, and 52 items were collect-
ed, including pieces of clothing, 
a pair of shoes and sunglasses.

Archuleta County Under-
sheriff Tonya Hamilton says 
the Pagosa Springs man had 
not been reported missing, and 
authorities are investigating 
whether his family was aware of 
his disappearance.

It’s unclear how long the re-
mains were in the area or if foul 
play was involved.

Associated Press
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