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Before a crowd that 
was actively support-
ing the city manager 
— overwhelmingly at 
times — Henry Arre-
dondo came out clean 
of the called meeting 
held Tuesday night 
at the City Council 
chambers, where his 
position as an em-
ployee of the City of 
Del Rio was at stake 
for the second time in 
under two years.
Unlike most person-

nel-related discussions 
in any government 
entity, which by law 
are held behind closed 
doors, Arredondo 
asked the City Council 
to hold an open meet-
ing because “I have 
nothing to hide.”
The meeting, called 

by Mayor Robert 
Garza as requested by 
councilmember John 
Sheedy, revealed the 
intricacies of city poli-
tics, and offered more 
than a glimpse at the 
complexity of how the 
City of Del Rio is run.
The vote at the end 

of the meeting was 
unanimous, but the 
discussion of the only 
item on the table went 
on for three hours. 
Nearly a dozen citi-
zens spoke out in favor 
of Arredondo while 
select members of the 
council were the only 
ones voicing concerns.
The meeting was 

the sequel of another 

political battle held in 
November 2015, when 
Sheedy received sup-
port from Fred Con-
treras and Mike Wrob 
in his effort to oust 
Arredondo. They were 
defeated in a 4-3 de-
cision by the votes of 
Rene Luna, Rowland 
Garza, Robert Garza 
and Liz Elizalde.
Tuesday night, the 

special meeting was 
revealing. Council-
man Contreras, who 
had previously voted 
against keeping Arre-
dondo, had a change 
of heart and stated his 
sup-
port 
to-
ward 
the 
city 
manager, he said that 
after his vote he had 
met with Arredondo 
and re-considered his 
position after evaluat-
ing the city manager’s 
performance on the 
job. Beyond his sup-
port, Contreras made 
some unsettling reve-
lations when he said 
that “there is no doubt 
that we are a divided 
council now.”
After hearing the 

public’s feedback, 
Mayor Robert Garza 
suggested that there 
might be something 
beyond Sheedy’s 
second attempt to oust 
Arredondo.
Sheedy, Garza said, 

didn’t like Arredon-
do’s decision when 
Chief of Police Waylon 
Bullard was hired. 
The feud grew even 
deeper when Bullard 
hired Capt. Bill Rattay 
because apparently 
Rattay and Sheedy 
didn’t get along in 
the past, and when 
Bullard made Capt. 
Fred Knoll part of his 
inner circle; Knoll ran 
against Sheedy when 
the latter one was 
elected councilmem-
ber.
The hiring of the Del 

Rio Fire Department 
Fire 
Chief 
was a 
hotly 
de-
bated 

point of contention. 
The candidate orig-
inally selected by a 
committee, Alfred 
Lozano, a 34-year 
veteran of the San 
Antonio Fire Depart-
ment, did not meet 
eligibility require-
ments, according to 
Sheedy. Garza said 
that Lozano did com-
ply with the require-
ments. The Del Rio 
Professional Firefight-
ers Association Local 
3662 joined the efforts 
against Lozano, and 
his January scheduled 
appointment didn’t 
materialize.
Although Sheedy 

didn’t apply for the 

Fire Chief job, Garza 
said that the council 
member raised ethical 
concerns when he told 
Arredondo that he was 
considering applying 
for it. The concern 
comes in as Arredon-
do, as a city employee 
under Sheedy’s over-
sight, would’ve had to 
consider Sheedy for 
the job.
Arredondo, Garza 

said, was very profes-
sional and told Sheedy 
that he would consider 
his application.
Garza also said that 

the upcoming retire-
ment of the Chief of 
Police has created 
another power-grab 
battle in the City 
Council.
Once the discussion 

was over councilmem-
ber Rene Luna sec-
onded a motion to 
reject the resolution to 
dismiss city manager 
Henry Arredondo 
made by Rowland 
Garza. Luna asked for 
a roll call vote and was 
the first one to vote in 
favor to reject the reso-
lution, he was followed 
in that order by Fred 
Contreras, Rowland 
Garza, and Diana 
Salgado sealed the 
fate of the resolution 
with the fourth vote. 
Sheedy followed suit 
and also voted to reject 
the resolution, as Liz 
Elizalde and Mayor 
Robert Garza.

Remember Robert 
Bork? The despe-
rate fight of the 

leftist Democrats to keep 
him off the Supreme 
Court? They destroyed 
him with any weapons 
they could muster, sim-
ply because he interpre-
ted the Constitution as 
our founders intended it 
be interpreted. Remem-
ber the desperate fight to 
keep soft spoken Claren-
ce Thomas off the Supre-
me Court? It was vicious 
with very, very questi-
onable witnesses from 
the distant past with 
very, very questionable 
testimony, degenerating 
to pubic hairs on Coke 
bottle ridiculous allega-
tions. Remember Miguel 
Estrada? A leaked email 
by liberal Senator Dick 
Durbin, actual roomma-
te of Chuck Schumer, 
identified Miguel Es-
trada as an “especially 
dangerous man. He is 
Latino, and the Republi-
can White House is groo-
ming him for a Supreme 
Court appointment.” 
They had to destroy him 
and did, filibustering 
his appointment to the 
second highest court in 
the land seven times. It 
was desperate and nas-
ty. Estrada came from 
Honduras as a child 
with his single mother 
to America, graduating 
Magna Cum 
Laude, and 
Phi Beta 
Kap-
pa at 
Colum-
bia, and 
then 
excelled at 
Harvard law 
school as editor of 
Harvard Law Review, an 
unquestioned superior 
mind! His sin? He was a 
conservative who loved 
America, and George 
H.W. Bush appointed 
him. Wikipedia reports 
that Estrada was mar-
ried to Loury Gordon 
Estrada until her death 
on November 28, 2004 of 
an accidental overdose 
of alcohol and sleeping 
pills, having miscarried 
during the brutal nomi-
nation fight. 

Mr. Estrada was a 
top Trump nominee 
for Solicitor General, 
but refused. He said, “I 
would never accept a 
job that requires Senate 
confirmation or for that 
matter, willingly place 
myself in any situation 
in which convention 
requires that I be civil to 
Chuck Schumer.”  God 
Bless him, he has suffe-
red enough at the hands 
of evil secular, liberal 
incivility.

The recent Neil 
Gorsuch nomination 
was filibustered by the 
Democrats, knowing 
that Republicans would 
adopt a regular order 51 
vote requirement just as 
the Democrats did under 
Obama, defying long 
established filibuster ru-
les. Gorsuch sin was he 
did not wish to rewrite 
the Constitution to fit 
California morality, but 
followed our founder’s 
intent that made Ame-
rica great, the land of 

the rule 
of law, 
even for 
the least 
among 
us. 

On 
the 
other 
hand, liberal Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg won confirma-
tion with 96 “yeas” and 
3 Republicans “nays.” 
Liberal Stephen Breyer 
won with 87 “yeas” and 
nine Republican “nays.” 
Elena Kagan, an Oba-
ma’s cabinet member, 
received 19 Republican 
votes and was s con-
firmed easily. Sonia 
Sotomayor was confir-
med with nine Republi-
can, and one Democrat 
voting against her. 
Republicans approve 
Democrat judges based 
on legal qualifications, 
and Democrats fight like 
a cornered tiger every 
Republican nominee.

It’s easy to understand 
the Supreme Court 
fights the liberals have 
engaged in to change 
America from its glo-
rious founding. The 
liberals have never, and 
hopefully will never be 
able to sell enough un-
workable liberalism to 
legislate their perverted 
change of America. So 
they resort in desperati-
on to passing laws with 

five Supre-
me Court 

justices 
against 
the will 
of the 
people. 

The 
Supreme 

Court can 
make the sexual per-

version of one generati-
on the sexual normalcy 
of the next. America doe-
sn’t want government 
in charge of their lives, 
telling them what to eat, 
what is morally correct, 
enforced by the long arm 
of government knows 
best punishment. They 
don’t want to be cowered 
with political correct-
ness out of Washington 
to meekly surrender 
their dreams of great-
ness, and board the big 
government knows best 
bus of common, with a 
broken spirit, today. 

But who knows what 
tomorrow brings, with 
a secular government 
controlling education, 
indoctrinating the 
minds of the future that 
America was never the 
greatest country ever, 
spreading peace and 
love encapsulated in the 
freedoms to dream big, 
with individual respon-
sibility for all. If we are 
to remain great, we must 
as a nation put aside all 
the hatred and division, 
and put our shoulders to 
the wheel as one nation 
under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice 
for all. I pray we can.

— Gene Chapman 
grew up on a farm in 
Arkansas but has lived 
on the Texas border for 
many years He is a for-
mer chairman of the Val 
Verde County Republi-
can Party.
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