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Opinion

A surprise visitor
COLUMN

Death paid us a surprise 
visit recently. He and his 
surprises are always most 
unwelcome. Even if a pa-
tient is suffering and their 
death a relief to them, it is 
still seldom welcomed. But I 
take consolation in the fact 
that at least God is not sur-
prised when a bright light is 
too soon dimmed by death’s 
hand. 

My wife’s grandmother, 
Verna Hutto of Mauricev-
ille, passed from this life into 
the arms of her Savior Jesus 
just a few days ago. She re-
minded me a great deal of 
my own grandmother who 
has been gone many years 
now. Verna was the quint-
essential matriarch, always 
holding the family togeth-
er, near or far. She helped 
just about every person who 
crossed her path. Her home 
was always the central gath-
ering place for all-important 
family celebrations. You 
know what I’m speaking of, 
because you probably have 
a strong, sweet woman like 
that in your life, or wish you 
did. Verna could be stern if 

needed, but she was almost 
always the brightest light in 
any room, mellowing with 
age into one of the most de-
lightful women I have ever 
known. In fact, Verna was 
one of the reasons I mar-
ried my loving bride. I felt I 
could count on the fact that 
my wife would land not too 
far from the character of her 
good, godly grandmother. 
And now she’s gone, and it 
all seems like it happened 
too quickly. 

2011 was the last time 
I tasted the bitter loss of a 
loved one. That July we re-
ceived the dreadful news 
that my father had suc-
cumbed after a heart attack. 
My father and mother, Al 

and Anita Zaruba, bought 
and ran Al’s Grocery in Lit-
tle Cypress for almost 20 
years as my brother and I 
grew up. And suffice it to say 
that growing up between the 
country (Mauriceville) and 
the city (Orange) was pretty 
great. I wouldn’t trade it for 
anything.

But my father’s death 
made that sweet nostalgia 
all the more painful to re-
member. In fact, it is safe to 
say I was not only surprised 
by his death, but add to that 
dismayed, grief-stricken, 
confused, and heartsick. 
We once half joked that dad 
would outlive us all. So full 
of life and happiness, so 
ready to see what lay ahead. 
In addition to my brother 
and I, he practically helped 
raise the neighborhood kids 
in Kinard Estates as well. 
That massive heart attack 
changed everything. The un-
merciful jerk of that kind of 
news is not something one 
easily forgets. But through 
those first terrible days I 
was comforted by the idea 
that God was not at a loss 

as to how to respond in that 
dark hour. It’s not like my 
father’s death snuck up on 
the Almighty. If so, he is a 
poor God indeed. And it’s 
not like He wasn’t prepared 
to receive Grandma Verna 
into His loving embrace. But 
the same can be said of God’s 
plan for humanity. It’s not 
like things got out of hand on 
planet earth around 4 B.C. 
and He said, “Well I’d bet-
ter send in my Son because 
this whole Old Testament 
thing is not going to work.” 
No, God knew, from the 
foundation of the world. And 
because he sees the end from 
the beginning, we can be 
comforted that nothing can 
overtake us, because God is 
standing ready. Nothing can 
approach us that God, in his 
sovereignty, has not already 
foreseen; and for which he is 
not already prepared to give 
comfort, for Death is never 
a surprise visitor where the 
Almighty is concerned.

Sweet sleep, my loves. 
Rest in peace until we meet 
again.

Changes to School Accountability System
MY FIVE CENTS...

March is a busy month in 
the Capitol as many fami-
lies, students and teachers 
make their way to Austin for 
spring break. We enjoy see-
ing everyone, but there is, of 
course, no spring break for 
legislators as final bills are 
filed and committee agendas 
are full of potential legisla-
tion.

Here are five things hap-
pening at your Capitol this 
week:
1. Law Enforcement Day

On Monday, the Senate 
held its first Law Enforce-
ment Day to recognize the 
officers who protect our 
state. It also marked the end 
of the 60 day constitutional 
prohibition on considering 
non-emergency legislation. 
To honor these brave men 
and women, the first bills 
heard were all law enforce-
ment related. Lt. Governor 
Patrick said it well when he 
hoped they “hear loud and 
clear that the Texas Senate 
put them first when this ses-
sion began, because they de-
serve to be first.”

As law enforcement offi-
cers watched from the gal-
lery, legislation was passed 
declaring July 7th as “Fallen 
Law Enforcement Officer 
Day” in Texas. This date 
marks the day Dallas police 
officers were killed during a 
peaceful march. Legislation 
was also passed to create a 
‘Blue Alert’ System, which 
sends out an alert when 

someone who has injured 
a police office. The Senate 
also provided a property tax 
exemption for the spouse of 
an officer killed in the line of 
duty and established a $25 
million grant program to buy 
bullet-proof vests for all Tex-
as officers. 
2. Bills Filed

Last Friday was the Leg-
islatures bill filing deadline 
for all legislation and joint 
resolutions except for local 
bills, emergency appropria-
tions and emergency items 
determined by the Governor. 
Over 5,300 bills were filed 
in the House and approxi-
mately 2,700 were filed in 
the Senate. Many of the bills 
filed will not receive a com-
mittee hearing or make it to 
the House and Senate floors. 
We have a lot of work ahead 
of us as we continue through 
the legislative process.
3. School Accountability 
System

Last session, legislation 
was passed creating an A-F 
accountability system in an 
effort to provide a transpar-

ent and comprehensive way 
of evaluating how a school 
district or campus is per-
forming. After the prelimi-
nary ratings were released, 
it became apparent there 
needed to be some changes 
made. Rep. Dan Huberty, 
Chair of the House Educa-
tion Committee, has filed 
HB 22 which would reduce 
the number of categories 
in which each campus and 
school district would be 
graded. It would also elimi-
nate an overall letter grade, 
instead giving a letter grade 
for each category. The im-
plementation of this system 
would also be pushed to 2019 
to allow for more time for de-
velopment. I will continue to 
keep you updated as this bill 
moves through the legisla-
tive process. 
4. Made in Texas

House Bill 1514 has been 
filed to require wines with a 
Texas label to be made 100 
percent with Texas grown 
grapes. Current law only 
requires 75 percent of the 
grapes must be grown in 
the state for it to be labeled 
a Texas wine. Advocates 
for this bill believe prod-
ucts which are advertised 
as being made in the state 
should be fully Texas made. 
There is also a belief this 
bill would help to encourage 
more grape production and 
improve the authenticity of 
the state’s wines. 

Opponents of the bill 

fear it could limit options 
for winemakers if there are 
unexpected events such as 
a strong storm which could 
ruin a grape crop. There is 
a provision in the bill which 
would allow the Texas De-
partment of Agriculture to 
allow exceptions to the 100 
percent threshold if drought 
or severe weather were to 
damage the states grape 
crops. 
5. Voter ID

Senate State Affairs Com-
mittee has approved a bill 
to overhaul Texas’s current 
Voter ID Law in response to 
a recent ruling by the U.S. 
5th Circuit Court of Appeals 
which declared the current 
law discriminatory against 
minorities who may have 
not access to the acceptable 
types of identification. Sen-
ate Bill 5, filed by Senator 
Joan Huffman, allows voters 
to present alternate forms of 
ID without being questioned, 
as well as permits voters 
ages 70+ to use photo IDs 
that are expired but other-
wise allowed. While making 
the ballot more accessible, 
the bill also cracks down on 
those who lie about not hav-
ing photo ID. Such perpetra-
tors could be charged with a 
third degree felony and earn 
up to ten years in prison if 
found guilty. 

Robert Nichols is the Re-
publican Senator for the 3rd 
District in the Texas Senate.

Resign: verb. accept that something undesir-
able cannot be avoided.

I resign one cannot make everyone happy and 
be happy themselves.

I resign some people are only happy if they 
have something to complain about.

I resign some individuals will not turn on their 
headlights when it is raining hard enough to 
require the use of windshield wipers.

I resign some persons will always insist on 
tailgating, even at 75 miles per hour in high 
traffic.

I resign to the idea our president is Donald J. 
Trump.

Resigning does not mean I am happy about it. 
Resigning to the fact just means I accept the fact 
as something unavoidable at this time.

What I refuse to accept as unavoidable is the 
current state of unrest in this country. 

I have friends on both sides of the debate. Half 
my friends are avid Trump supporters and the 
other half are ready to find a way to have the 
man impeached.

I resign to the knowledge I am stuck in the 
middle and have to listen to both sides.

However, for the first time since former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and his impeachment hearings, 
everyone is talking about politics again and this 
time the topic is actually about politics.

Finally, something I do not have to resign.
As citizens of the United States of America, we 

each should participate in the process of our gov-
ernment. It starts with something small, such as 
registering to vote or serving jury duty. 

For a moment, think about this, if you were 
facing a trial, who would you prefer serving on 
the jury? Individuals who were really hoping 
to be dismissed and now upset they have to 
sit through the process or 12 persons who care 
enough to show up and serve to ensure the judi-
cial system stays fair and balanced? The idea IS 
to allow a person to be judged by their peers. 

Registering to vote is painless. It is a civic 
right many people fought hard for us to have.  In 
the not so distant past, people were murdered, 
lynched, and beaten just by trying to help black 
citizens to vote. 

Women were jailed, beaten, thrown out onto 
the streets, and more just for fighting for the 
right to vote.

Peaceful protests are possible and much more 
effective in relaying the message of equality for 
all.

While I, personally, do not agree with every 
reason to protest, I will not deny a group from 
the right to be heard. 

Another way to serve in the process of our 
government is local elections. 

Not just by voting, but running for office. 
The number one complaint I hear is how ‘so 

and so’ did not have an opponent so is serving 
for XX number of years. Well, why did you not 
throw your name into the ring?

Bravo to the six individuals running for two 
seats on the City of Orange City Council. They 
opted for change and decided not to wait around 
for someone else. They took it upon themselves 
to do their civic duty and run for office.

Serving the city as council member is just one 
part of the process. 

There are city boards and committees which 
are always looking for new volunteers. 
Current Board Openings:

Historic Preservation Commission – 2 Posi-
tions and alternate members to the Board of Ad-
justment, according to the city’s official website. 

Historic Preservation Commission was created 
by Resolution 1996-131, the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission consists of five members. The 
Commission promotes the historic features of 
Orange to residents of Orange County; dissem-
inates information to the public, owners of his-
toric landmarks and owners of property within 
historic districts about the preservation and 
enhancement of historic landmarks; and reviews 
building plans with applicants anticipating new 
construction in designated historic districts. 
The Commission also conducts research on the 
historic features of the city; makes recommenda-
tions on potential historic landmarks; considers 
landmark improvement plans, and other duties 
as set forth in the City of Orange Code of Ordi-
nances. Meetings are held on as needed basis 
in the Community Room at the Neighborhood 
Facility 303 N. 8th Street Orange, Texas 77630.

The Board of Adjustment was created by 
Ordinance 1984-62, consists of seven members. 
Meetings are held on as needed basis in the City 
Council Chambers at 5:30, 220 N. Fifth Street; 
Orange, Texas.

This board was established according to appli-
cable state law primarily to grant variances from 
the strict application of the Zoning Ordinance. It 
also is empowered to approve special exceptions.

If you are interested in applying for a position 
on a Board or Commission, please contact the Of-
fice of the City Secretary at 409-883-1042 or visit 
http://www.orangetexas.net/city-government/
city-boards/ to download an application.

Another option is to attend the council 
meetings. Orange City Council meetings are at 
9 a.m. on the second Tuesday and 5:30 p.m. on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month in the Orange 
Public Library Auditorium located at 220 North 
5th Street in Orange.

Don’t resign to accept something undesirable 
that can be avoided. 
Dawn Burleigh is editor of The Orange Leader. She 
can be reached at dawn.burleigh@orangeleader.com
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