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OPINIONOPINION

Social media can be a blessing and a curse. On 
one hand, it lets friends keep in touch with each 
other and is a seemingly eternal source of amus-
ing and adorable cat and dog memes. On the other 
hand, it has given rise to cyber bullying, a form of 
intimidation and cruelty that can occur 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, beyond the authority of 
parents and school districts. And in some cases, 
cyber bullying can be deadly. Children tell other 
children they should commit suicide, and too many 
times – though once is too many – the targets of 
these bullies at least make the attempt.

Senate Bill 179, which was approved by the Sen-
ate Committee for State Affairs last week, seeks to 
arm parents, schools and law enforcement to go af-
ter cyber bullies. The bill, called “David’s Law” in 
honor of a San Antonio teenager driven to suicide 
by bullies, would help law enforcement unmask 
anonymous social media users who suicide-bait 
minors. It would require school districts to imple-
ment a system for reporting bullying anonymously. 
It would allow school districts to intervene in bul-
lying behavior that occurs off campus if it affects 
the school environment. And it would criminalize 
cyber bullying a minor with the intent of goading 
that minor into committing suicide or another act 
of self-harm.

Comal County District Attorney Jennifer Tharp 
helped fine-tune the bill and spoke to the commit-
tee in support of the bill. She explained that current 
laws don’t cover some forms of cyber bullying.

“If there is one student bullying another student 
to the point where they’re telling that student, 
‘You’re so horrible you need to take your own life,’ 
it’s not covered in the penal code,” Tharp said.

New Braunfelsers Blaine and Lilly Scott, whose 
daughter Isabella committed suicide in the 8th 
grade as a result of bullying, gave emotional testi-
mony to the committee in support of David’s Law.

“There needs to be education, there needs to be 
people held accountable, and there needs to be con-
sequences for what they’ve done,” Blaine Scott told 
the committee.

Time was, bullying was confined to the school-
yard or the classroom. But technology has enabled 
bullies to torment their targets off campus and at all 
hours of the day. David’s Law is a common-sense 
response to technological changes and the ways in 
which young people communicate with each other. 
And it’s a response that could very well save lives.

David’s Law 
just might save 

young lives
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Regarding Bill 
Schwind Letter on 
April 23.

It is ironic that Mr. 
Schwind’s letter appears 
on the same page with a 
column by George Will, 
widely recognized as 
the preeminent con-
servative Republican 
columnist. As a liber-
al Democrat for once 
I find myself in agree-
ment with Mr. Will that 
Mr. Trump is without 
doubt is the ineptest 
and uninformed of all 
our presidents. Getting 
to Mr. Schwind’s letter, 
no we should not expect 
everything promised 
to be accomplished in 
100 days but we should 
expect domestic and 
foreign policy agendas 
to be articulated and 
a legislative program 
to be announced. That 
has not happened. Mr. 
Trump has reversed 
Couse on several of his 
important campaign 
promises because even 
his party cannot sup-
port these ideas. Yes 
Mr. Schwind I think you 
may be stupid in that 
you helped elect Presi-
dent Trump and we will 
not have to wait a whole 
term to realize your err 
or and depth of that stu-
pidity. All the items you 
believe Mr. Trump has 
accomplished in 100 
days are just plain bad 
for the 65 million who 
voted for someone else. 

Losing the popular vote 
does not translate into 
a mandate. The cabi-
net he has selected are 
equally unqualified for 
their positions especial-
ly Mr. Tillerson and Mr. 
Sessions. In four years, 
it will not be America 
first but America last.

Homer Gilbert
New Braunfels

In regard to Ms. 
Hall’s April 14 letter

Extreme climatic 
changes ARE natural 
and I have just as much 
right to state this as 
Rose Hall stated they 
are unnatural in her 
HZ letter to the editor 
dated April 14, 2017. 
Actually, Ms. Hall, after 
Mount Pinatubo erupt-
ed in 1991, quite natu-
rally I might add, global 
temperatures dropped 
one degree Fahrenheit 
from 1991 to 1993.

Ms. Hall states that, 
“Most members of the 
Committee on Science, 
Space and Technology 
have been influenced by 
the corporate fossil fuel 
industry”, but she gives 
no evidence to support 
this wild accusation 
whatsoever.

She goes on to quote 
Mr. Smith (the chair-
man of the aforemen-
tioned committee) “But 
we also must maintain 
a balance between pro-
tecting the environ-
ment and developing 
our resources,” (and 

then states) therefore 
his statement has no 
foundation. What?

His statement is the 
very essence of the glob-
al warming argument! 
He should have said, 
“We must have a bal-
ance between exploit-
ing our resources and 
possible future global 
warming”. I love using 
the word exploiting be-
cause it drives people 
like Ms. Hall insane.

For instance, lets just 
say we mandated all 
the extremist carbon 
taxes and reductions 
that the EU and many 
other countries have 
already mandated and 
we cut U.S. manmade 
carbon releases by 50% 
over the next 25 years 
and lets just say that 
resulted in global tem-
peratures dropping 1 
degree Fahrenheit over 
the same period and 
lets just say it costs the 
US economy $25 tril-
lion over 25 years. That 
would not be a good 
balance.

Ms. Hall needs to 
watch the film Cool It 
– Are We Saving The 
World or Just Burning 
Money? starring Bjorn 
Lomborg, a former 
(until they kicked him 
out) member of the 
“environmental elitist’s 
clubs” who also wrote 
The Skeptical Environ-
mentalist.

Among some of the 
films positions goes 
something like this… 

development in hur-
ricane prone areas has 
doubled in 50 years, 
and insurance claims 
(costs of hurricanes) 
have double as well. So, 
you can’t accept hurri-
cane costs as any kind 
of evidence that glob-
al warming is making 
hurricanes stronger or 
more intense, which 
the environmentalist 
wackadoodles do all the 
time.

Michael Fredrickson
New Braunfels

To my neighbor:
We’ve never met but 

we know a bit about 
each other.  We know 
where we stand politi-
cally because for years 
our opposing signs 
have faced each other.  
I know you have teen-
agers because I have 
security video of them 
tearing down signs in 
my yard during 2016 
election.  I didn’t make 
a fuss about it.  I had 
a punk teenager once. 
She’s grown now and 
on her own; I miss her 
shenanigans terribly.  
You will too when your 
boys graduate soon.

Here’s some other 
things you don’t know 
about me.  We don’t 
make a lot of money 
and we help support my 
mom.  My brother is an 
opioid statistic.  I miss 
him too.  My husband 
is a truck driver.  He’s a 
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