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editorial

Stamping out support

JIM POWELL | For The Times

Trump’s world 
view: Isolation, 
inconsistency

Foreign policy does not determine American 
elections. Indeed, of all Western countries, we 
are the least interested in the subject.

The reason is simple: We haven’t had to be. 
Our instinctive isolationism derives from our geo-
graphic exceptionalism. As 
Bismarck once explained 
(it is said), the United 
States is the most fortunate 
of all Great Powers — bor-
dered on two sides by weak 
neighbors and on the other 
two by fish. 

Two world wars, nuclear 
missiles and international 
terrorism have disabused 
us of the illusion of safety-
by-isolation. You wouldn’t 
know it, though, from the 
Democratic presidential 
race, where foreign policy has been treated as a 
nuisance, a distraction from such fundamental 
questions as whether $12 or $15 is the proper 
minimum wage. 

On the Republican side, however, foreign 
policy has been the subject of furious debate. 
To which Donald Trump has contributed sig-
nificantly, much of it off-the-cuff, contradictory 
and confused. Hence his foreign policy speech 
Wednesday. It was meant to make him appear 
consistent, serious and presidential.

He did check off the required box — deliver-
ing a “major address” to a serious foreign policy 
outfit, the Center for the National Interest (once 
known as the Nixon Center). As such, it fulfilled a 
political need. 

As did its major theme, announced right 
at the top: America First. Classically populist 
and invariably popular, it is nonetheless quite 
fraught. On the one hand, it can be meaningless 
— isn’t every president trying to advance Ameri-
can interests? Surely Truman didn’t enter the 
Korean War for the sake of Koreans, but from 
the conviction that intervention was essential for 
American security.

On the other hand, America First does have 
a history. In 1940, when Britain was fighting for 
its life and Winston Churchill was begging for 
U.S. help, it was the name of the group most viru-
lently opposed to U.S. intervention. It disbanded 
— totally discredited — four days after Pearl 
Harbor. 

The irony is that while President Barack 
Obama would never use the term, it is the under-
lying theme of his foreign policy, which Trump 
constantly denounces as a series of disasters. 
Obama, like Trump, is animated by the view that 
we are overextended and overinvested abroad. 
“The nation that I’m most interested in building 
is our own,” declared Obama in his December 
2009 West Point address on Afghanistan.

This is also the theme of Bernie Sanders. No 
great surprise. Left and right isolationism have 
found common cause since the 1930s. Socialist 
Party leader Norman Thomas often shared the 
platform with Charles Lindbergh at America 
First rallies.

Both the left and right have a long history of 
advocating American retreat and retrenchment. 
The difference is that liberals want to come 
home because they think we are not good enough 
for the world. Conservatives want to wash their 
hands of the world because they think the world 
is not good enough for us.

For Obama, we are morally unworthy to act 
as world hegemon. Our hands are not clean. He’s 
gone abroad confessing our various sins — every-
thing from the Iranian coup of 1953 to our unkind 
treatment of Castro’s Cuba to the ultimate blot, 
Hiroshima, a penitential visit to which Obama is 
currently considering.

Trump would be rightly appalled by such a 
self-indicting trip. His foreign policy stems from a 
proud nationalism that believes that these recal-
citrant tribes and nations are unworthy of Ameri-
can expenditures of blood and treasure.

This has been the underlying view of conserva-
tive isolationism from Lindbergh through Pat 
Buchanan through Rand Paul. It is not without its 
attractions.

Trump’s version, however, is inconsistent and 
often contradictory. After all, he pledged to bring 
stability to the Middle East. How do you do that 
without presence, risk and expenditures (finan-
cial and military)? He attacked Obama for letting 
Iran become a “great power.” But doesn’t resist-
ing that automatically imply engagement?

More incoherent still is Trump’s insistence on 
being unpredictable. An asset perhaps in real 
estate deals, but in a Hobbesian world American 
allies rely on American consistency, often as a 
matter of life or death. Yet Trump excoriated the 
Obama-Clinton foreign policy for losing the trust 
of our allies precisely because of its capricious-
ness. The tilt toward Iran. The red line in Syria. 
Canceling the East European missile defense. 
Abandoning Hosni Mubarak.

Trump’s scripted, telepromptered speech was 
intended to finally clarify his foreign policy. It 
produced instead a jumble. The basic principle 
seems to be this: Continue the inexorable Obama-
Clinton retreat, though for reasons of national 
self-interest, rather than of national self-doubt. 
And except when, with studied inconsistency, he 
decides otherwise.

Charles Krauthammer is a columnist for The 
Washington Post Writers Group.

While Hall County’s jobless rate 
lingers below 5 percent and many 
prosper from a growing economy, 
we see reminders that it’s never easy 
to be poor, even as government and 
nonprofit agencies work to keep the 
safety net pulled tight.

Ours is clearly a community of 
haves and have-nots, particularly in 
the city. U.S. Census Bureau figures 
show 32 percent of Gainesville’s 
population lived below the poverty 
line from 2009 to 2013, compared to 
18 percent in the state. Some of those 
folks are being hit from all sides in a 
time when jobs are available but pay 
remains flat, affordable housing is 
hard to find and that safety net has 
some holes in it.

One obstacle is the loss of food 
stamp benefits. Georgia is looking 
to reinstate a rule limiting able-
bodied adults with no dependents 
to just three months of food assis-
tance within a three-year period 
unless they have a job or in training, 
enrolled in school or volunteering.

Hall, Gwinnett and Cobb counties 
were in a pilot program affecting 
some 5,000 people that has moved 
nearly half of those affected off 
food stamps. It now may expand 
statewide, where 1 in 5 Georgians 
are considered “food insecure,” 
according to the Georgia Food Bank 
Association.

Nearly 200 Hall County residents 
have lost their benefits since the 
first of the year out of 529 who were 
subject to being cut off if they did 
not meet the requirements. Another 
100 could be affected in May. In 
all, some 7,500 households in Hall 
collected food stamps in 2014, 
according to census figures, receiv-
ing an average of $190 a month in 
assistance.

The state has $15 million in fed-
eral funds available to ease the 
transition of those weaned off the 
Supplemental Nutritional Assistance 
Program. Job training programs 
are offered for those able to seek it. 
And residents squeezed out by the 

rule can appeal, the Georgia Legal 
Services Program offering free legal 
assistance.

But all this is aimed at people who 
have the ability and know-how to 
seek such help. Many who already 
are unemployable because of men-
tal or physical disabilities can fall 
through the cracks altogether.

The ongoing debate is over how 
best to help people in need without 
keeping them on government assis-
tance indefinitely. We understand 
the disdain for those who perpetually 
live off public funds, and we endorse 
the concept of moving people into 
full employment. Moving more 
people into productive lives benefits 
them while easing the burden on 
taxpayers.

“It’s not just going after poor 
people,” state Rep. Dave Clark, 
R-Buford, has said. “We have to find 
a way to motivate them.”

But we also must recognize there 
are no simple solutions. It’s easy to 
say “take away their food stamps” 
but harder to formulate a plan for 
what happens next. 

While many can and should find 
work, others face educational, men-
tal and physical limitations to land-
ing jobs and still need a leg up. Some 
may be considered well enough to 
work by the state but not by those 
who are hiring. Older residents 
on fixed incomes can’t work and 
struggle to fend for themselves. And 
without a way to feed themselves, 
some may resort to crime or descend 
into substance abuse.

So how do we steer people from 
a life of dependency without taking 
away basic services they need? It’s 
easy to sneer when someone in the 
supermarket line has a basket full of 
snacks and pays with food stamps, 
but we don’t always know the back 
story. Without a roof over your head 
or a meal in your belly, heading out 
to find work is no simple task.

There also is evidence the cost of 
maintaining the program to verify 
work status may spend more money 

than what is saved by cutting ben-
efits. The state Department of Fam-
ily and Children’s Services says it 
could cost some $40 million to pay 
hundreds of case workers if the pilot 
program goes statewide. Shouldn’t 
that taxpayer money go to feed peo-
ple rather than administrative costs? 
Otherwise any benefit to the bottom 
line is negligible.

Caring for those who lose food 
assistance then falls to nonprofits 
and local food pantries already strug-
gling to meet growing demand. The 
Georgia Mountain Food Bank and its 
59 partner agencies serve more than 
47,000 residents across five counties. 
But even with increased donations, 
the need is greater than these agen-
cies can handle over the long haul.

Adding to this mix of woes is how 
difficult it is for many to find afford-
able housing in Gainesville and Hall, 
where the average rent is $691 per 
month for a one-bedroom, $824 for 
two bedrooms. Even those who can 
scrape it together scramble to find 
homes that are safe and desirable 
in a city where 65 percent of resi-
dents are renters. Hall’s number of 
unsheltered homeless rose more 
than 50 percent from 2013-15, one 
of 10 Georgia counties with such an 
increase. Even with assistance, like 
the grants the Gainesville Housing 
Authority has secured, many can’t 
find apartments within their means 
away from crime-ridden areas.

A place to live and a couple of 
meals a day are a basic need some of 
our neighbors lack. Hall County is a 
great place to live and work, but only 
if you have a home and a job. Plug-
ging the gap for the rest is a puzzle 
that remains elusive and expensive.

There are no easy answers but 
inescapable facts. Despite lives of 
plenty many of us take for granted, 
thousands live among us, both 
employed and jobless, with poverty, 
hunger and homelessness as harsh 
daily realities that no quick-fix politi-
cal posturing can resolve.

Move to cut off food assistance for jobless 
aims to end dependence, but at a high cost 

A place to live and a couple of meals a day are a basic need some of our 
neighbors lack. Hall County is a great place to live and work, but only if you 
have a home and a job. Plugging the gap for the rest is a puzzle that remains 
elusive and expensive.

CHARLES 
KRAUTHAMMER
letters@charles 
krauthammer.com

Founded Jan. 26, 1947
345 Green St., Gainesville, GA 30501

gainesvilletimes.com

Letters policy: Send by email to letters@ 
gainesvilletimes.com or via the form at www.
gainesvilletimes.com. Please include your 
full name, hometown and phone number 
for confirmation. Letters should be limited 
to one topic on issues of public interest and 
may be edited for content and length (limit of 

500 words). You may be limited to one letter 
per month. Letters originating from other 
sources  or third-party sites are not accepted. 
Submitted items may be published in print, 
electronic or other forms. Letters, columns 
and cartoons express the opinions of the 
authors and not of The Times.

editorial Board
Publisher

Charlotte Atkins 
General Manager
Norman Baggs

Editor
Keith Albertson 

Managing Editor
Shannon Casas

oPiNioN
Keith Albertson 
Editor
770-718-3400
editor@gainesvilletimes.com

2D
The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 

people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Opinion2D

Cindy
Highlight



Sunday, September 18, 2016

OPINION
Keith Albertson 
Editor
770-718-3400
editor@gainesvilletimes.com

2D
The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 

people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

CMYK

edItOrIal

Connecting the dots

JIM POWELL | For The Times

Trump softens, 
Clinton attacks; 
he rises, she falls

If you are the status quo candidate in a change 
election in which the national mood is sour and 
two-thirds of the electorate think the country is 
on the wrong track, what do you do? 

Attack. Relentlessly. 
Paint your opponent as 
extremist, volatile, clue-
less, unfit, dangerous. 
Indeed, Hillary Clinton’s 
latest national ad, featur-
ing major Republican 
politicians echoing that 
indictment of Donald 
Trump, ends thus: “Unfit. 
Dangerous. Even for 
Republicans.”

That was the theme of 
Clinton’s famous “alt-right” 
speech and of much of her 
$100 million worth of ads.

Problem is, it’s not working.
Over the last month, Trump’s new team, led by 

Kellyanne Conway, has worked single-mindedly 
to blunt that line of attack on the theory that if he 
can just cross the threshold of acceptability, he 
wins. In an act of brazen rebranding, they set out 
to endow him with stature and empathy.

Stature was acquired in Mexico whose presi-
dent inexplicably gave Trump the opportunity to 
stand on the world stage with a national leader 
and more than hold his own. It’s the same stature 
booster Sen. Barack Obama pulled off when he 
stood with the French president at a news confer-
ence in Paris in 2008.

That was part one: Trump the statesman. 
Part two: the kinder gentler Trump.
Nervy. Can you really repackage the boasting, 

bullying, bombastic, insulting, insensitive Trump 
into a mellow and caring version? With two 
months to go? In a digital age in which every past 
outrage is preserved on imperishable video?

Turns out, yes. How? Deflect and deny — and 
pretend it never happened. Where are they 
now — the birtherism, the deportation force, 
the scorn for teleprompters, the mocking of 
candidates who take outside money? Down the 
memory hole. 

Orwell was wrong. You don’t need repression. 
You need only the sensory overload of an age of 
numbingly ephemeral social media. In this sur-
real election season, there is no past. 

Clinton ads keep showing actual Trump sound 
bites meant to shock. Yet her numbers are drop-
ping, his rising.

How? Trump never goes on the defensive. He 
merely creates new Trumps. Hence:

(1) The African-American blitz. It’s a new pose 
and the novelty shows. Trump is not very famil-
iar with the language. He occasionally slips, for 
example, into referring to “the blacks.” And his 
argument that African-Americans inhabit a living 
hell and therefore have nothing to lose by voting 
for him hovers somewhere between condescen-
sion and insult.

But, as every living commentator has noted, 
the foray into African-American precincts was 
not aimed at winning black votes but at counter-
ing Trump’s general image as the bigoted candi-
date of white people.

Result? A curious dynamic in which Clinton 
keeps upping the accusatory ante just as Trump 
keeps softening his tone — until she finds herself 
way over the top, landing in a basket of deplo-
rables, a phrase that will haunt her until Election 
Day. (Politics 101: Never attack the voter.)

(2)  The immigration wobble. A week of non-
stop word salad about illegal immigration left 
everyone confused about what Trump really 
believes. Genius. The only message to emerge 
from the rhetorical fog is that he is done talking 
about deportation and/or legalization. The very 
discussion is off the table until years down the 
road.

Case closed. Toxic issue detoxified.
Again, that’s not going to win him the Hispanic 

vote. But that wasn’t the point. The point was to 
soften his image in the Philadelphia suburbs, 
pundit shorthand for white college-educated 
women that Republicans have to win (and where 
Trump trails Romney 2012 by 10 points). Which 
brings us to:

(3) The blockbuster child care proposal. 
Unveiled Tuesday, it is liberalism at its best, 
Big Government at its biggest: tax deductions, 
tax rebates (i.e. cash), and a federal mandate of 
six weeks of paid maternity leave. The biggest 
entitlement since, well, Obamacare.

But wait. Didn’t Trump’s acolytes assure us 
that he spoke for those betrayed by the sold-out, 
elitist, GOP establishment that for years refused 
to stand up to Obama’s overweening mandates, 
Big Government profligacy and budget-busting 
entitlements?

No matter. That was yesterday. There is no 
past. Nor a future — at least for Ivanka-care. It 
would never get through the GOP House. 

Nor is it meant to. It is meant to signal what 
George H. W. Bush once memorably read off a 
cue card. “Message: I care.”

And where do you think Trump gave this dish-
the-Whigs cradle-to-college entitlement speech? 
Why, the Philadelphia suburbs! 

Can’t get more transparent than that. Or 
shameless. Or brilliant.

And it’s working.

Charles Krauthammer is a columnist for The 
Washington Post Writers Group. His column 
appears Sundays.

Most of us can’t fully imagine what 
it’s like to be poor — not just in debt 
or behind on your bills, but really 
poor, as in lacking shelter, food, a job 
or a way to care for your children.

It’s often easy for those who are 
doing well to look past those who 
aren’t and blame them for their 
own bad decisions. And that’s some-
times the case, particularly when 
substance abuse is at the root of the 
problem. But whatever the reason, 
shouldn’t it be our collective goal to 
help them overcome it? 

Though the poor have always been 
among us and likely always will 
be, we can’t give up trying to lift as 
many as possible into better lives, for 
everyone’s sake.

Local nonprofit, church and gov-
ernment leaders gathered Thursday 
at the United Way of Hall County’s 
annual fundraising kickoff banquet 
to strategize on how to put a dent in 
the 32,000 in Gainesville and Hall 
County who live below the poverty 
line. Like many communities, this 
one has many agencies and services 
that help the poor. The problem 
identified at last week’s meeting is 
linking those in need with the ser-
vices available.

The United Way’s “One Commu-
nity, One Goal” initiative begins with 
educating residents on how poverty 
that affects our neighbors has an 
impact on everyone. The agency 
looks to expand its efforts in taking 
on affordable housing, education, 
health care, economic opportunities 
and easing hunger.

One key part of that is a proposed 
resource site called the Compass 
Center, a one-stop shop to offer infor-
mation on the help available to those 
who don’t know where to turn. The 
North Georgia Community Founda-
tion will provide a site on Oak Street 
in downtown Gainesville.

“In terms of human service pro-
grams in Gainesville-Hall County, I 
always say the good news is that we 
are resource rich,” said Phillippa 
Lewis Moss, director of the Gaines-
ville-Hall County Community Service 
Center. “But the bad news is that we 

also coordination poor.
“The Compass Center will make us 

coordination rich.”
While the United Way still will 

focus on its annual fundraising effort 
to support its partner agencies, it is 
looking beyond that to recruit vol-
unteers and human power to fill and 
staff the center and coordinate ser-
vices more effectively.

“Throwing money at something is 
not always the solution,” United Way 
President and CPO Joy Griffin said. 
“It takes all of us pulling together 
and truly collaborating.”

This push is worthwhile and 
needed. During the economic 
upheaval of the last decade, many 
middle-class residents lost jobs and 
faced foreclosures. It became clear 
poverty doesn’t always strike those 
who drop out of school or make bad 
decisions; it also can affect those 
with an education or skills that sud-
denly aren’t in demand. That sudden 
loss of income and the lack of an 
effective safety net put many behind 
and unable to catch up.

The cycle of poverty is hard to 
break. Parents struggling to feed 
their children can’t fully support 
their efforts in school. Some who 
have jobs can’t find or afford child 
care. The challenge is helping those 
who can’t get a foothold work their 
way out of poverty with the specific 
resources they need, be it housing, 
food, job training, substance abuse 
treatment, health care or child care.

Many agree dealing with poverty is 
best handled at the local level. Mas-
sive federal programs like the Great 
Society of the 1960s began with good 
intentions and had some effect, but 
also created huge bureaucracies and 
budget deficits that were impossible 
to maintain. And in some cases, the 
pipeline of federal handouts created 
a dependency from which many 

struggled to wean themselves.
The goal of local nonprofits is to 

give people food, shelter and basic 
human needs that can again turn 
them into productive neighbors. 
When they aren’t, there’s a price for 
all to pay. When everyone who seeks 
a job can find one, the local economy 
will be more productive and the 
negative influences of crime and 
substance abuse won’t overtax public 
safety efforts. When children are 
well-fed and succeeding in school, 
they are likely to avoid the quagmire 
of social horrors that derail so many 
young people without an education. 

Thus, donations of money and 
time given to the United Way and its 
nonprofits are an investment toward 
getting people into schools and jobs, 
out of jails and off the streets.

“I think this community has 
needed a catalyst to draw very 
productive and sincere agencies 
together,” said Doug Hanson, a 
Gainesville resident helping to cre-
ate a transitional housing and work-
force training program. “That’s a 
beautiful objective.”

No society can never eradicate 
poverty. And there never will be 
enough resources to provide for 
every need. But every individual 
who can be helped by a meal and a 
bed at Good News at Noon, a house 
from Habitat for Humanity, health 
care needs at a free clinic or a basket 
of groceries from the Georgia Moun-
tain Food Bank’s network of pantries 
is a success story. And many of those 
who manage to get their lives on 
track can then return the favor and 
offer the same hand up for others 
left behind.

This should never be a political or 
ideological issue and should unite 
people from across the partisan spec-
trum. No one is advocating spending 
buckets of tax money but rather 
using the strength of human capital 
to better coordinate government, 
religious and private organizations to 
better serve those with dire needs. 

That effort can fill every heart and 
make us even prouder of the com-
munity we continue to mold.

United Way effort seeks to ease poverty by 
guiding those in need to the help available 

... donations of money and time given to the United Way and its nonprofits are 
an investment toward getting people into schools and jobs, out of jails and off 
the streets.
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Merely out of sight

JIM POWELL | For The Times

A year when 
facts, logic and 
even evidence 
don’t matter 

And now, less than six weeks from the elec-
tion, what is the main event of the day? A fight 
between the GOP presidential nominee and a 
former Miss Universe, whom he had 20 years ago 
called Miss Piggy and other choice pejoratives.

Just a few weeks earlier, 
we were seized by a tran-
sient hysteria over a minor 
Hillary Clinton lung infec-
tion hyped to near-mortal 
status. The latest curios-
ity is Donald Trump’s 37 
sniffles during the first 
presidential debate. (Peo-
ple count this sort of thing.) 
Dr. Howard Dean has sug-
gested a possible cocaine 
addiction. 

In a man who doesn’t 
even drink coffee? This 
campaign is sinking to somewhere between zany 
and totally insane. Is there a bottom? 

Take the most striking, and overlooked, 
moment of Trump’s GOP convention speech. He 
actually promised that under him, “the crime 
and violence that today afflicts our nation will 
soon — and I mean very soon — come to an 
end.” 

Not “be reduced.” End. 
Humanity has been at this since, oh, Hammu-

rabi. But the audience didn’t laugh. It applauded.
Nor was this mere spur of the moment hyper-

bole. Trump was reading from a teleprompter. 
As he was a few weeks earlier when he told a 
conference in North Dakota, “Politicians have 
used you and stolen your votes. They have given 
you nothing. I will give you everything.”

Everything, mind you. “I will give you what 
you’ve been looking for for 50 years.” No laugh-
ter recorded.

In launching his African-American outreach at 
a speech in Charlotte, Trump catalogued the hor-
rors that he believes define black life in America 
today. Then promised: “I will fix it.” 

How primitive have our politics become? Fix 
what? Family structure? Social inheritance? Self-
destructive habits? How? He doesn’t say. He’ll 
will it. Trust him, as he likes to say.

After 15 months, the suspension of disbelief 
has become so ubiquitous that we hardly notice 
anymore. We are operating in an alternate uni-
verse where the geometry is non-Euclidean, facts 
don’t matter, history and logic have disappeared.

Going into the first debate, Trump was in a 
virtual tie for the lead. The bar for him was set 
almost comically low. He had merely to (1) suffer 
no major meltdown and (2) produce just a few 
moments of coherence. 

He cleared the bar. 
In the first half-hour, 
he established the 
entire premise of his 
campaign. Things are 
bad and she’s been 
around for 30 years. 
You like bad? Stick 
with her. You want 
change? I’m your 
man. 

It can’t get more 
elemental than that. 
At one point, Clinton 
laughed and ridiculed Trump for trying to blame 
her for everything that’s ever happened. In fact, 
that’s exactly what he did. With some success. 

By conventional measures — poise, logic, 
command of the facts — she won the debate 
handily. But when it comes to moving the needle, 
conventional measures don’t apply this year. 
What might, however, move the needle is not 
the debate itself but the time bomb Trump left 
behind. 

His great weakness is his vanity. He is tem-
peramentally incapable of allowing any attack 
on his person to go unavenged. He is particularly 
sensitive on the subject of his wealth. So central 
to his self-image is his business acumen that in 
the debate he couldn’t resist the temptation to 
tout his cleverness on taxes. To an audience of 
86 million, he appeared to concede that he didn’t 
pay any. “That makes me smart,” he smugly 
interjected.

Big mistake. The next day, Clinton offered the 
obvious retort: “If not paying taxes makes him 
smart, what does that make all the rest of us?”

Meanwhile, Trump has been going around tell-
ing Rust Belt workers, on whom his Electoral Col-
lege strategy hinges and who might still believe 
that billionaires do have some obligation to pay 
taxes, that “I am your voice.”

When gaffes like this are committed, the can-
didate either doubles down (you might say that 
if you can legally pay nothing, why not, given 
how corrupt the tax code is) or simply denies he 
ever said anything of the sort. Indeed, one of the 
more remarkable features of this campaign is 
how brazenly candidates deny having said things 
that have been captured on tape, such as Clinton 
denying she ever said the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship was the gold standard of trade deals.

The only thing more amazing is how easily 
they get away with it.  

 
Charles Krauthammer is a columnist for The 
Washington Post Writers Group. His column 
appears Sundays.

Many in Gainesville are aware of 
the longtime homeless camp under 
the Queen City Parkway Bridge, a 
temporary haven of sorts for those 
who have nowhere else to go.

Over the years, local residents and 
nonprofits have provided food and 
other necessities for those who have 
settled there. A local ministry, Under 
the Bridge, formed to pool resources 
and address the need.

But in recent months, this erst-
while community has at times turned 
violent. The savage beating of one 
man under the bridge was chroni-
cled in a Times story last Sunday. 
This incident was just one in a recent 
rash of such encounters creating a 
more tense atmosphere in the lean-
to village. Many say the problems 
are caused not by people who live 
there but by those who visit in search 
of drugs and a “party,” stirring up 
trouble.

As a result, Gainesville Police 
plan a sweep of the camp Monday to 
move everyone out, as requested by 
the Department of Transportation, 
which owns the right of way. Police 
will put up signs and barricades and 
patrol the area to keep it clear.

Gainesville officials and police 
mostly have kept a hands-off 
approach to the camp, yet have 
no choice but to honor the DOT’s 
request. Everyone agrees this won’t 
solve the problem; it will only send 
those people somewhere else, likely 
under bridges in other areas of town.

City officials are looking to rally 
nonprofits, shelters and missions that 
serve homeless needs to deal with 
the overflow from the camp. The 
hard part comes in figuring out what 
to do after that for these forgotten 
souls. Local resources are available 
but often maxed out, and most shel-
ters won’t accept those with drug or 
alcohol problems.

Allowing the camp to fester in filth 
and violence doesn’t serve anyone’s 
best interests. The site is choked 
by waste and garbage, and subject 
to flooding. Area businesses have 

complained of its denizens loitering 
nearby. While the city chose not to 
harass them, looking the other way 
hasn’t made life easier for anyone 
there.

Gainesville is a giving community, 
and many want to reach out to these 
hard-luck folks. But gathering the 
necessary resources is a steep moun-
tain to climb. 

That effort goes beyond just 
money. Substance abuse, mental 
illness and poverty frequently are 
the root cause of vagrancy, and 
connecting the homeless with ser-
vices beyond a bed and a meal is 
a challenge. Local governments, 
law enforcement, churches and 
nonprofit shelters can only treat the 
symptoms rather than lift the home-
less permanently out of despair with 
the help they need most: counsel-
ing, jobs, and public and affordable 
housing. 

In the meantime, where can some-
one plagued by these disorders find a 
place to settle until they can get their 
lives together, even if they aren’t 
bothering anyone or creating a vis-
ible eyesore?

For now, Gainesville-Hall County 
Community Service Center Director 
Phillippa Lewis Moss is looking to 
create a “crisis intervention team” 
among local agencies to meet the 
need. “If we don’t do it right, it will 
repeat itself down the road,” Moss 
said, even as she acknowledges 
many won’t seek or accept help, 
making a fix even harder.

Gainesville has an estimated 200 
or more homeless individuals. The 
state Department of Community 
Affairs lists Hall as one of 10 coun-
ties in the state to experience a more 
than 50 percent increase in the num-
ber of unsheltered homeless people 
between 2013 and 2015, nearly all of 
those in the county seat.

Veterans account for 10 percent 
of homeless individuals in Georgia, 
according to the DCA’s estimate last 
year, up from 7 percent in 2013. Lit-
tle is sadder than seeing those who 

served their country and who came 
back physically and psychologically 
broken remain unable to return to 
productive lives.

Some cities in Hall and elsewhere 
have dealt with this problem by ban-
ning homeless campsites. As always, 
it simply moves the problem from 
one town to another, and scattering 
them makes it harder for agencies to 
find them and provide help. 

There are some options to con-
sider. Georgia Works! is program 
model local officials recently have 
spent time reviewing. It’s a privately 
funded transitional housing and 
workforce training program for 
homeless men in Atlanta that is sup-
ported by business sponsorships.

A local program that helps fami-
lies out of homelessness is Family 
Promise. The nonprofit, joined by 
area churches, works with three 
families at a time to connect them 
with services that can get them back 
on their feet. 

A nationwide program with some 
success is Housing First, which puts 
those who are homeless, for what-
ever reason, into permanent hous-
ing without restrictions. The theory 
is that once someone has a decent 
shelter, he or she is more able to 
seek help for their various problems, 
followed by a job and a true escape 
from the homeless lifestyle.

These programs take a strong gov-
ernment commitment and consider-
able resources, but the results have 
been positive for communities who 
have adopted these models. And in 
the long run, easing more people into 
productive, independent lives will be 
less costly to the rest of us than fund-
ing short-term fixes.

Without such solutions, those 
pushed from under the bridge will 
end up somewhere. Clearing the 
camp may remove its residents and 
visitors for awhile, but they will 
trickle back over time. Rest assured, 
they’ll will bring the same problems 
with them. Out of sight won’t put 
them out of mind.

Communities must seek long-term help 
for the homeless, not just run them off

Substance abuse, mental illness and poverty frequently are the root cause of vagrancy, 
and connecting the homeless with services beyond a bed and a meal is a challenge. 
Local governments, law enforcement, churches and nonprofit shelters can only treat the 
symptoms rather than lift the homeless permanently out of despair with the tools they 
need: counseling, jobs, public and affordable housing.
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After 15 months, 
the suspension 
of disbelief 
has become so 
ubiquitous that 
we hardly notice 
anymore.
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