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Like many others, I watched 
the video President Barack 
Obama showed at the White 
House Correspondents’ Dinner 
on Saturday of him inviting for-
mer House Speaker John Boeh-
ner over to offer advice on what 

Obama should 
do post-pres-
idency. It was 
re m a rk a b l e 
to see the real 
Boehner and 
the real Obama 
acting like best 
buddies in the 
White House 
movie theater. 

Boehner even tells Obama he 
finally got a “grand bargain” — 
a Chevy Tahoe, not the one they 
tried to negotiate on the econ-
omy.

That scene plucked the deep-
est emotional chord in the coun-
try today: The nonstop fighting 
between our two political par-
ties has left many Americans 
feeling like the children of two 
permanently divorcing parents.

I think what’s propelling 
Donald Trump’s success more 
than anything is the feeling of 
many Americans that our pol-
itics are totally stuck. There 
is an overwhelming sense of 
“stuckness” — and the fantasy 
that Trump plays to, and plays 

up, is that he can pull the sword 
from the stone and do deals. No 
one was more responsible for 
this than today’s Republican 
Party. When Mitch McConnell, 
the GOP leader in the Senate, 
said in October 2010 that “the 
single most important thing 
we want to achieve is for Pres-
ident Obama to be a one-term 
president,” he described the 
Republicans’ dominant strategy 
since 2008. The party stopped 
thinking seriously about mar-
ket-based alternatives.

This was a really bad time 
for us to be stuck. In 2007, 
Apple came out with the iPhone, 
beginning the smartphone/apps 
revolution; in late 2006 Face-
book opened its doors to any-
one, not just college and high 
school students, and took off like 
a rocket; Google came out with 
the Android operating system in 
2007; Github, launched in 2007, 
scaling open-source software. 
Airbnb started in 2007.

In short, on the eve of 
Obama’s presidency, something 
big happened: Everything start-
ed getting digitized and made 
mobile — work, commerce, 
billing, finance, education — 
reshaping the economy. It was 
precisely when we needed to 
double down on our formula for 
success and update it for a new 

era — more lifelong learning 
opportunities for every work-
er, better infrastructure (roads, 
airports, rails and bandwidth) 
to promote the flow of com-
merce, better rules to incentivize 
risk-taking and prevent reckless-
ness, better immigration policies 
to attract the world’s smartest 
minds, and more govern-
ment-funded research to push 
out the boundaries of science 
and sow the seeds for the next 
generation of startups.

That was the real grand bar-
gain we needed. Instead, we had 
the 2008 economic meltdown, 
which set off more polarization, 
and way too much gridlock, 
given the retooling we needed. 
In this vortex a lot of the public 
got unmoored and disoriented, 
opening the way for populists 
with simple answers. Get rid 
of immigrants, end trade with 
China or eliminate big banks 
and all will be fine. It’s nonsense.

We got strong as a country 
through democracy and capi-
talism. We got rich as a country 
through trade. We got smart and 
powerful as a country through 
immigration. We got fair as a 
country through Social Security, 
Medicare and Obamacare. They 
all lead to vastly more winners 
than losers. This is no time to 
lose confidence in what got us 

here. If you’re running for pres-
ident and are not for all these 
things, you’re wrong — and I 
hope you lose.

But if you’re for these things 
only as they now exist, you’re 
also wrong. Each one needs 
retooling. It’s clear: Free trade 
with China has hurt more people 
than originally thought. It’s clear: 
Low-skilled illegal immigration 
has hurt more American work-
ers than we’ve fully understood. 
It’s clear: Social Security, Medi-
care and Obamacare all need 
fixes to remain sustainable. It’s 
clear: Capitalism driven more by 
machines and robots poses new 
challenges for both white-collar 
and blue-collar workers.

Every one of these chal-
lenges can be met if we put 
our heads and hands togeth-
er. For that to happen, though, 
this version of the Republican 
Party had to be destroyed, so a 
thinking center-right party can 
emerge. If that is what Trump 
has done, he’s done the Lord’s 
work. We also we need Dem-
ocrats to be a center-left party, 
though, and not let Bernie 
Sanders pull them to the far left. 
If both happen, maybe some-
thing good can actually emerge 
from this crazy election.

The New York Times

Our question for today: What is the 
proper etiquette when confronted with 
an unexpected penis?

That’s from Roz, a Baltimore-area 
reader who emailed me a few days ago. 
Roz describes herself as a left-wing pro-
gressive, a “long-time supporter of gay 
rights,” a feminist and a Democrat who 
worked for President Obama’s election.

But Roz is concerned about transsex-
uals in the bathroom — more accurate-
ly, the locker room. “I am all for trans 
people having equal rights,” she writes, 
“but what about when they collide with 

non-trans people’s pri-
vacy?”

Roz’s question grows 
from an experience 
years ago at a spiritual 
retreat in California; 
she says she “freaked 
out” when a naked guy 
appeared in the group 
shower. “I was raised 
in the ’50s to think I am 
not supposed to expose 

my naked body to strangers of the 
opposite sex,” writes Roz, who says she 
swims three times a week for exercise 
and walks through the women’s locker 
room in the buff.

“I have no problem with trans people 
of whatever biology or stage of transi-
tion in bathroom stalls” she says, “but 
what about locker rooms where nudity 
is normal? I would be very uncomfort-
able if I was unclothed and someone 
two feet away from me took off their 
clothes and a penis appeared.”

Roz wants to know if she is preju-
diced and needs to “get over this” or 
whether it is fair to ask trans people 
to make accommodations in common 
areas where it is normal for people to 
walk around starkers.

I think it’s a good question. Wish I 
had a good answer, but I don’t. I toss the 
question out in hopes someone more 
qualified than I will offer some insight. 
If anything of interest comes through, 
I’ll share it in a future column.

Meantime, Roz’s email offers a 
valuable primer in the way thoughtful 
people confront the inevitable quanda-
ries and conundrums raised by social 
change. They question conscience, they 
search soul, they struggle to find the 
answer that best respects the needs and 
dignity of all involved.

Her example stands in sharp contrast 
to those being offered in North Carolina 
and elsewhere, where laws and rules are 
being pondered and passed in a panicky 
haste to restrict transgender people to 
the restroom corresponding with their 
birth gender. This, we are told, is nec-
essary to prevent sexual molestation of 
children in public facilities.

Which is, of course, nothing more 
than a new iteration of the old canard 
about LGBT people as sexual predators. 
You will notice that nobody is contem-
plating new laws to protect children 
from Dennis Hastert.

That’s because protecting children 
is not the point. The exploitation and 
manipulation of fear is.

Increasingly, this is what our law-
makers do. How many times have you 
seen laws promulgated to address 
things that never happen? Remember 
California Democratic Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein’s bid for a constitutional 
amendment to outlaw flag burning? 
Remember when Oklahoma tried to 
amend its constitution to stop the use of 
Sharia law?

These bathroom bans, then, are of 
a piece with the new American ethos. 
Home of the brave? Try fiefdom of fear. 
And not even fear of stuff that might 
happen. No, fear of stuff that never 
will.

For many Americans, fear is the 
reflexive response to social change. 
They are threatened by what is outside 
their experience, by whatever is new, or 
different, or odd. And too often, those 
fears get enshrined into law by pander-
ing legislators, building walls to restrict 
what they don’t even try to understand.

Roz’s email is a timely reminder that 
a person can choose to be better than 
that. She can challenge herself, grapple 
the fears to which other people surren-
der. She can reject the false security of 
walls.

And maybe even build a few bridges 
instead.

Miami Herald
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part of the new 
american ethos

trump and the Lord’s work

fixing chattanooga
 — one conversation at a time

Here’s hoping Chattanooga — both its city officials and its city 
residents — have more civil discourse and thoughtful give-and take 
about our two unequal Chattanoogas like what we saw Tuesday 
when the City Council allowed a special presentation by Kevin 
Muhammad titled “The People’s State-of-the-City Address.

Two Chattanoogas? Yes, the well-off one that revels in trendy 
new bike lanes, downtown condo construction and a much touted 
“innovation zone” vs. the 27 percent of Chattanooga that struggles 
below the poverty line.

The poor Chattanooga — with a per-capita poor population 
nearly double that of national average — is made up largely of 
families headed by women. And contrary to popular urban myth, 
our growing poverty and income gap is not generational here. In 
fact, it’s rather new.

Muhammad, a local Nation of Islam leader, recited a litany of 
statistics that these pages have reported before and that Chatta-
nooga often is told — though rarely in one sitting:

Between 2000 and 2010, Chattanooga saw a 75.2 percent 
increase of people in poverty in the urban core and a 52 percent 
increase in the suburbs. What’s more, in the years between 2007 
and 2009, Chattanooga had the second highest rise in poverty in 
the nation. The Brookings Institution says we’re 12th in nation for 
economic inequality, and Chattanooga has the 7th lowest pay in 
U.S. for someone with a bachelor’s degree. Volkswagen received 
$800 million in public subsidies from our city and county and state, 
but its workers — our workers — have the lowest-paying wage of 
any autoworkers in America.

We’re spending a fortune on bicycle lanes but only 23 percent 
of Chattanoogans live near a mass transit stop. The average for the 
nation’s top 100 metro areas is 69 percent. And though we’re the 
home of the Ironman competition and a major cycling champion-
ship, our city is one of the least healthy in America.

“Time will not permit us to deal with all the issues … ,” Muham-
mad told the council, as he paused to take a breath. “But we’re here 
to tell you the story of … those who still live in dark ages while our 
city prospers from the Renaissance.”

Muhammad couched his address as a rebuttal to Chattanooga 
Mayor Andy Berke’s “State-of-the-City” address last month, in 
which Berke said that in the last three years our city unemploy-
ment rate dropped 2.5 percent.

On Tuesday, Muhammad countered: “You can’t tell that to the 
people of Alton Park whose unemployment rate is 35 percent and 
who receive wages of $18,000 a year. Or to the people of the West 
Side where 100 percent pay rent and 30 percent are unemployed. 
Or the people of East Lake where 28 percent are unemployed and 
earn $20,000 a year.”

Muhammad implored the council: “You can no long rubber 
stamp the mayor’s budget. … The current budget does not address 
the growing need. … We cannot police our way out of this.”

Instead of spending $1 million for street surveillance cameras, 
he suggests using $1 million to give summer jobs to impoverished 
youth. And how about a program to help those returning from 
prison to get back on their feet with jobs so they won’t have to 
return to crime to eat? River City Co. could give $1 million for 
the “People’s Youth Institute,” along with Volkswagen and other 
large companies that have gotten generous tax breaks. Today 60 
companies have received such tax breaks and $15 million in taxes 
went uncollected because of those tax breaks.

He asked the people in the packed audience to stand if they 
agreed with him, and as they did, he said: “We the people love our 
city despite its many flaws.”

In fairness, these problems are not all black and white — no pun 
intended, though racial discrimination and tension certainly play a 
not-too-small role in the culture of our local disconnect.

The tax breaks are designed, in theory, to help bring (or keep) 
jobs here. And the city’s Violence Reduction Initiative that the 
cameras would enhance exists because police and community 
pleas for witness testimony goes unheard in neighborhoods where 
gang violence is common. The growing poverty goes hand-in-hand 
with the consistent downward slide of our schools: 60 percent 
of our third-graders can’t read at grade level, meaning they can’t 
learn well in later grades. Local employers have said they have 
15,000 jobs they can’t fill with city residents because too few are 
educationally qualified.

If these problems were easy to fix, we wouldn’t be talking 
about them.

But finally — thank goodness — we are talking about them. 
On Tuesday, the City Council sat quietly behind its dais to listen 
for a half hour to Muhammad and then another half hour to 
others. Normally, the public may address the council in sparse 
limits of three minutes. You know — listening to the people is 
such a bother.

As the session ended, Councilman Yusuf Hakeem, who with 
Councilman Ken Smith asked that Muhammad be allowed the spe-
cial time, said: “Consciously or subconsciously, we will be looking 
at the budget in a manner that we have not. Maybe.”

Yes, some council eyes rolled at a suggestion that city leaders 
“must atone for their sins.” (It’s the same kind of let-me-close-your-
ears argument that railing about ‘welfare queens’ might have at an 
Urban League meeting.)

Yet even as voices occasionally rose, no one shouted past another.
It was a good start. And it should happen more often.
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INCIRLIK AIR BASE, Turkey — 
Here’s a positive move by Turkey, a 
country that often seems to be heading 
in the wrong direction: Despite Anka-
ra’s severe misgivings, it is allowing the 
U.S. military to fly daily bombing mis-
sions from here against the Islamic State 
— in support of a Syrian Kurdish militia 
called the YPG that Turkey regards as a 
terrorist threat.

Turkey offered the Incirlik base last 
year after a dozen years of tepid mili-
tary relations with the United States, 
its superpower ally. Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan is deservedly 
criticized for muzzling journalists and 
suppressing democracy, but on this 
issue he has allowed his military to 
behave responsibly.

I had a window on these Middle East 
machinations during a 
visit to Incirlik on Mon-
day with Gen. Joseph 
Votel, the Centcom 
commander. It was the 
last stop on a tour of 
the region that included 
a secret U.S. training 
camp in northern Syria.

The U.S. military 
strategy against the 
Islamic State in Syria has 

increasingly relied on the battle-hard-
ened fighters of the YPG, despite Anka-
ra’s protests. The U.S. has grafted Sunni 
Arab forces with the Kurds, under the 
umbrella name of “Syrian Democratic 
Forces.” But as Votel explained, the U.S. 
must “go with what we’ve got,” which for 
now is mainly the YPG.

Votel told me in Syria that when he 
met two days later with Turkish offi-
cials in Ankara, he would credit them 
as “fabulous partners,” but would stress 
that “we have a very good partner on 
the ground” in the YPG, too. “Part of 
my job is to help balance this out,” he 
explained.

A vivid summary of the U.S. bomb-
ing campaign came from Air Force 
Col. Sean McCarthy, who commands a 
squadron of about a dozen A-10 “Wart-
hog” ground-attack planes based here. 
He said his jets were operating over 
Syria 24/7, and that they were largely 
“autonomous” of the Turkish hosts. “We 
don’t discuss with them where we’re 
going,” he said, standing next to one of 
his planes.

Despite this wary military coopera-
tion, U.S. strategy remains on a collision 
course with that of Turkey, a NATO ally. 
What can be done to prevent an even-
tual rupture that would damage all con-
cerned? Here are two suggestions:

› Turkey should explore a quiet 
dialogue with the political leadership of 
both the YPG and the Kurdistan Work-
ers Party, or PKK, which Ankara claims 
(probably rightly) is the godfather of 
the Syrian Kurdish militia. Erdogan was 
making progress in discussions with 
the PKK until he reversed course last 
year. An understanding with the Kurds 
would enhance Erdogan’s legacy, Turk-
ish security and regional stability.

› America should consider modestly 
augmenting its proxy force in Syria with 
another Syrian Kurdish militia, the Roja-
va Peshmerga, that’s more acceptable 
to both Turkey and the official Syrian 
opposition in Geneva (which dislikes 
the YPG almost as much as Turkey 
does). The “Roj Pesh,” as it’s known, is 
backed and trained by the Kurdistan 
Regional Government in Iraq and its 
leader, President Massoud Barzani.

What could this additional Kurdish 
force provide? Possibly a bridge across 
what’s now a big gap in U.S. strategy. 
Brig Gen. Mohammed Rejeb Dehdo, 
the commander of the Roj Pesh, says he 
has 3,000 trained fighters based in Iraq 
ready to cooperate with the YPG under 
overall U.S. command. One sticking 
point is whether the command center 
would be in Zakho, controlled by the 
Barzanis, or in Sulaymaniyah, controlled 
by the rival Talabani clan. Surely that’s a 
solvable issue.

One U.S. commander privately 
describes the American campaign in 
Syria as “realpolitik on steroids.” OK, 
defeat the Islamic State now, worry 
about the regional mess later. But the 
U.S. and Turkey need to get smarter 
about regional strategy or they’re head-
ing for a crackup.

Washington Post Writers Group
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The shock of ordinary gun violence
Only in America: A com-

puter algorithm about guns 
has been created to predict 
who is most likely to be shot 
soon, or to shoot someone.

T h e  C h i c a g o  P o l i c e 
Department, desperate to 
reduce gun violence by 
street gangs, authorized this 
unusual tool three years ago 
and has been using it to track 
and caution the most likely 
offenders.

It is a remarkable state 
of affairs that local govern-
ments must resort to such 
an approach to deal with the 
reality of gun mayhem. 

Yet it is sadly understand-
able, too, as a timid Congress 
cowed by the gun lobby fails 
to enact stronger gun-control 
laws for a nation increasingly 
flooded with high-powered 
weapons.

As a rule, a public anes-
thetized by gun abuse tends 
to pay attention to the ubiq-
uity of guns in this country 
when massacres seize the 
headlines, like the San Ber-
nardino terrorist attack that 
left 14 dead, or the shooting 
of 20 schoolchildren in Con-
necticut. But the full prob-
lem is far more widespread, 
deadly and almost routine, 
according to a survey by a 
team of reporters from The 
Times reviewing a year of 

these multiple shootings.
Tra c k i n g  3 5 8  a r m e d 

encounters last year in which 
four or more people were 
killed or wounded, including 
attackers, the team counted 
462 dead and 1,330 wounded, 
some scarred for life.

These brief, lethal out-
bursts of gunfire stirred no 
national concern. As a sum, 
they register like a dispatch 
from a secret war zone. They 
were sparked by minor, often 

drunken grievances — for-
gettable if guns had not been 
at hand. And the victims in 
these shootings are just a 
subset of the nearly 11,000 
Americans killed by guns 
and the estimated 60,000 
wounded each year in single 
homicides and assaults.

This is a public health 
challenge of critical propor-
tions deserving a thorough 
debate from the presiden-
tial candidates. Yet Donald 

Trump, in his march toward 
the Republican nomination, 
has made a befuddling series 
of corkscrew turns on guns, 
depending on his audience.

He went for full-throated 
Second Amendment pander-
ing before the National Rifle 
Association, which endorsed 
him, last Friday. But two days 
later, talking to an interview-
er on national TV, not gun 
zealots at a convention, he 
backed away from his vow 
earlier this year to ban all 
gun-free zones in schools on 
Day 1 in the White House. 
In his latest molting, Trump 
wants guns allowed only “in 
some cases” where teachers 
can be armed and trained.

In contrast, Hillary Clin-
ton, the likely Democratic 
candidate, has for months 
been proposing a consis-
tent agenda of gun controls. 
Trump previously favored a 
ban on assault weapons, but 
he dropped that once he was 
running as a Republican.

Tr u m p ’ s  s u p p o r t e r s 
should be asking where in all 
his tweets and thunder there 
is believable concern for the 
nation’s gun victims instead 
of adolescent fantasies that 
they would have been better 
off armed for a “shootout.”

The New York Times

on syria, The u.s. 
and Turkey need 

each oTher

Bianca horTon and daughTer 
Zoey demand respecT

Less than two years after a gunman 
opened fire in a College Hill Courts 
apartment, paralyzing a 1-year-old girl 
from the chest down, her mother was 
found shot to death this week — short-
ly before she was expected to testify 
against the gang member charged in 
her daughter’s shooting.

Bianca Horton, 26 and a mother of 
four, had been a witness in the case 
against noted gang member Cortez 
Sims in the Jan. 1, 2015, shooting that 
wounded two people, left 20-year-old 
Talitha Bowman dead and paralyzed 
Horton’s daughter Zoey Duncan. Hor-
ton was found dead on the side of the 
road in the 2100 block of Elder Street 
on the side of Missionary Ridge shortly 
after 9 a.m. Wednesday with multiple 
bullet casings on the ground beside 
her.

On Thursday Bishop Kevin Adams 
and Brainerd High School assistant 
principal Dr. Charles Mitchell said 
Chattanooga Mayor Andy Berke has 
agreed to establish a Witness Protec-
tion and Victim Assistance Fund to 
make resources available to protect 
witnesses from retaliation.

“This cycle of violence is unaccept-
able,” states an email signed by Adams 
and Mitchell. “Bianca was standing up 
to stop violence. It’s clear both the city, 
and us the community, must all do more 
to protect and stand with community 
members like her. Someone willing to 
stand up to violence needs protection 
and we must all find ways to help.”

This is one more tragedy in the seri-
al tragedies of ongoing gang violence 
in Chattanooga.

And for many, Bianca Horton sym-
bolized hope. Hope for a turnaround in 
a community that has largely refused 
to talk to police and prosecutors about 
the violence.

Many residents, including several 
members of the police department, had 
come to know Horton and Zoey as they 
bravely struggled with the challenges 
of the little girl’s paralysis.

“This one is very painful for the 
police department,” said police Chief 
Fred Fletcher. Mayor Berke, too, 
released a statement: “This loss of life 

is a loss to our entire community. Ms. 
Horton has been through so much. Her 
family and her daughter deserve our 
support and justice.”

It will take more, of course, than 
stubborn courage to testify. It will also 
take Chattanooga’s collective backbone 
to better educate these young men and 
women who find themselves unable 
to complete school, get and keep jobs, 
and live crime-free lives.

Only with that kind of collective 
bravery can the gang violence of Chat-
tanooga be overcome.

Staff file Photo by Dan henry

Two-year-old Zoey Duncan hugs her mother Bianca Horton at their apartment in 
January. 
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WIPING OUT 
AMERICA’S 

MORALS
Donald Trump is on his way to 

being an authority figure. Some feel he’s 
already there. When nominated, he will 
have the mantle of authority that comes 
from being the standard-bearer of one of 
America’s two major political parties.

Ironically, Trump will have captured 
the Republican nomination by winning 
only 12 million votes, or about five per-
cent of the voting population’s 225 mil-
lion registered voters.

The same holds true for Clinton, 
who will have won north of 13 million 
votes, or about 5.7 percent of the total 
voters. For all the reforms in politics 
that have wrested deciding nominees 
from “smoke-filled back rooms,” a tiny 
minority still hands the majority our only 

choices.
The voting public is 

none too happy with the 
selections. The polls all 
agree that Trump and 
Clinton are both mining 
unexplored depths in 
terms of unfavorable rat-
ings. An ABC poll found 
Clinton and Trump to be 
“the most disliked nomi-
nees in decades.”

But Trump isn’t just setting records 
for unfavorable ratings and winning with 
tiny percentages of the total voters. He 
is winning — almost without resistance 
from the public, including America’s 
mothers — the unchallenged authority 
to wipe away our families’ and country’s 
core values.

We all know by now that Trump 
refuses to debate policy. He deflects 
every criticism of his proposals with 
nasty, crude personal attacks on his 
opponents — their looks, their height, the 
way they talk.

Trump has made his political career 
one of character assassinations, so much 
so that I’m tempted to call him “the 
Manchurian candidate,” though I won’t 
do that.

Notice what I just did there.
I did the Donald Trump soft-shoe, 

two-step. Trump’s slick trick is to say 
something outrageous, and then soften 
the blow by saying he didn’t say it. I’ve 
never seen a candidate avoid responsibil-
ity for what comes out of his mouth the 
way Trump does.

But like a lobster that doesn’t realize 
it’s being boiled alive because the heat is 
being raised gradually, our sacred Amer-
ican values, which are virtually engraved 
on the hearthstone of every American 
home, are being wiped out.

It’s one thing for Trump to dig up 
quarter-century-old charges on Bill 
Clinton’s infidelity and claim Hillary was 
responsible.

It’s altogether another thing when 
Trump starts messing with our national 
morals, including the belief that we are 
a nation of equals. Trump is not the first 
candidate to assault the Declaration of 
Independence. Stephen Douglas belittled 
“All men are created equal” with some 
voter success when running against 
Abraham Lincoln. Trump assaults the 
Declaration by his constant attacks on all 
minority groups who are non-white.

We have standards against questioning 
the loyalty of people just because they 
vote differently. But Trump goes after 
every opponent with an eye to destroy 
them for daring to stand up to him.

Trump has proudly quoted his wife 
about his temperament: “‘You get too 
vicious and you never forgive. … You’re 
too nice, and then you flip, it’s too long, 
too nasty, too horrible.’”

We have values (and laws) against 
killing women and children, even in war, 
but Trump wants to do that. We have 
morals against stereotyping. Spurring our 
national character, Trump called Latinos 
“rapists” and “criminals” even in the face 
of surveys that find immigrants have a 
lower incidence of criminal activity than 
the general public.

We still have a free press. While many 
distrust the media, they also like it when 
the press reveals things about the candi-
dates they dislike, and keep politicians in 
check. But Trump has put us on notice 
he will pass laws to allow him, as a pres-
ident, to sue them into silence. When 
Trump says, “Believe me,” he’s really say-
ing, “believe only me.”

Now that he’s an “authority figure” … 
beware.

Universal Uclick

Donna
Brazile

ThE GhOSTS Of OLd SEx SCANdALS
We are now being forced 

to relive the decades-old sex 
scandals of Bill Clinton, as Don-
ald Trump tries desperately to 
shield and inoculate himself 
from well-earned charges of 
misogyny.

I  say,  i f 
we must go 
there, let’s go 
all the way. 
Let’s do this 
dirty laun-
dry, as Kelly 
R o w l a n d , 
former Des-
tiny’s Child 
member, once 

crooned.
First, multiple women have 

accused Clinton of things rang-
ing from sexual misconduct 
to rape. Paula Jones famously 
brought a sexual harassment 
case against Clinton. The case 
was dismissed, but on appeal, 
faced with the prospect of hav-
ing to testify under oath, Clinton 
settled the case out of court.

Clinton has maintained that 
he had inappropriate sexual rela-
tionships with only two women: 
Gennifer Flowers, a model and 
actress, and Monica Lewinsky, a 
White House intern.

Clinton was impeached on 
charges of perjury and obstruc-
tion of justice in connection 
with his affair with Lewinsky.

Let’s just say this: Clinton 

was as wrong as the day is long 
for his affairs. There is no way 
around that.

But the problem was that 
many of the men condemning 
the beam in Clinton’s eye were 
then shown to have one in their 
own.

Newt Gingrich, who was 
so incredibly disliked that he 
stepped down not only from 
his speakership in the House 
of Representatives, but also 
from Congress altogether, later 
admitted cheating on his first 
wife (with whom he discussed 
divorce terms while she was 
in the hospital for cancer) and 
on his second (that cheating 
occurred while Gingrich led the 
Clinton impeachment proceed-
ings).

Into the void created by Gin-
grich’s departure stepped speak-
er-to-be Robert L. Livingston of 
Louisiana.

But, as The Chicago Tribune 
reported at the time:

“On the eve of the House 
debate to impeach President 
Clinton for lying about sex with 
Monica Lewinsky, House Speak-
er-elect Bob Livingston told his 
Republican colleagues Thursday 
night that he had strayed from 
his marriage and had adulterous 
affairs.”

And Livingston wasn’t the 
only Republican moving to 
impeach Clinton for lying about 

a sexual affair who would be 
forced out of the shadows for 
his own sexual scandals.

Dennis Hastert, who became 
speaker in 1999, pleaded guilty 
last year to illegally structuring 
bank withdrawals in order to pay 
what prosecutors contend was 
hush money to a man Hastert 
had sexually abused as a child.

Henry Hyde, chairman of 
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee, who The New York Times 
reported had raised “the spec-
ter of the Watergate era” when 
discussing Clinton, admitted to 
a journalist during the proceed-
ings that he’d had a five-year 
affair with a married woman 
decades earlier.

Dan Burton, House Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight 
Committee chairman, who The 
Washington Post described as 
“one of President Clinton’s most 
persistent and combative crit-
ics,” was forced to admit that he 
had a secret love child.

And, just last week, The 
Times reported:

“Kenneth W. Starr, the for-
mer independent counsel who 
delivered a report that served as 
the basis for President Bill Clin-
ton’s impeachment in 1998, was 
removed as president of Baylor 
University on Thursday after an 
investigation found the university 
mishandled accusations of sexual 
assault against football players.”

The sweep of karma and the 
level of hypocrisy is just stag-
gering.

No wonder nearly two-thirds 
of Americans opposed Clinton’s 
impeachment, and he emerged 
from the impeachment with 
record-high approval ratings.

Now, Trump wants to dip 
into this muck again, even 
though he has had his own 
extramarital affair.

Indeed, nine days after Clin-
ton admitted his affair with Lew-
insky, Trump seemed to support 
him and find kinship, saying, 
“Paula Jones is a loser, but the 
fact is that she may be respon-
sible for bringing down a pres-
ident indirectly.” Trump also 
mused on the prospect of his 
own run for public office, say-
ing, “Can you imagine how con-
troversial that’d be? You think 
about him with the women. 
How about me with the women? 
Can you imagine …”

It’s all incredibly distaste-
ful, yes, but it also doesn’t jibe. 
And, aside from the unshakable 
feeling that there is something 
tragically off about using a hus-
band’s philandering as a weap-
on against a betrayed wife, I also 
doubt the public will have much 
stomach for these stories, just as 
it didn’t in the 1990s.

Dirty laundry, done.

The New York Times

Charles
Blow

IN ChATTANOOGA, WhO ARE ThE 
INNOCENTS IN GANG vIOLENCE?

If Chattanooga’s shootings were spaced out evenly, one person 
would be shot about every three days.

But as noted Sunday in the excellent Times Free Press story by 
Shelly Bradbury, our city, though known throughout the Southeast 
as a violent place, is largely violent only for the few in poverty neigh-
borhoods where gang members set the targets and are the targets.

“The violence captures the city’s attention, seeping into daily 
conversations and tainting the city’s image with residents and 
tourists alike,” Bradbury wrote in a Page 1 report headlined “The 
Few Who Shoot.”

Of 2015’s 140 shooting victims, 63 had been arrested on similar 
charges. And 96 people — about 70 percent of victims — had non-
violent criminal histories like drug charges, theft or driving offens-
es. Only 29 victims had no criminal history in Hamilton County.

Live by the gun, die or be injured by the gun, you say? Simplis-
tically, yes. But this is not a simple problem and it doesn’t have a 
simple answer.

Ask a toddler who is paralyzed from the chest down and lost 
her mother recently to a bullet after it became known that her 
mother, Bianca Horton, would testify against the shooter. Ask a 
71-year-old who was sleeping in his bed when one of several drive-
by bullets killed him.

Chattanooga is not the only place this happens. Andrew Fox, 
an assistant professor of criminal justice at the University of Mis-
souri-Kansas City, says his research in Kansas City found the same 
concentrated shootings with gang networks that other researchers 
in Chicago found — and that observations in Chattanooga show.

Fox told the Times Free Press that victims of homicide in Kansas 
City have arrest records five times longer than the suspects, and 
the city’s violent crime is especially focused among gang members.

“The networks we’re looking at have higher homicide rates 
than soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan,” he said. “So it’s more dan-
gerous for a black male in Kansas City than for a soldier in Iraq 
and Afghanistan.”

No wonder we used to call one or another of our inner-city, 
poverty-ridden neighborhoods in East Chattanooga, Alton Park, 
Westside and Brainerd a custom-made “combat zone.”

When some police investigators acknowledge that “very few” 
of those involved are “innocent victims,” should the rest of us just 
shake our heads, safe in the knowledge that if we don’t live there, 
crime-scene tape will not come to streets near us? Should we just 
assume that this is what it is and maybe the gang members will 
eventually kill each other off?

Of course not. Because none of us are “innocent” victims — 

not the city, not the county, not any of us residents, teachers or 
preachers.

Chattanooga’s Violence Reduction Initiative, VRI, is a Band-
Aid. The real fix is education and a commitment to the equality 
of that education.

VRI’s aim — no pun intended — is toward the small core of 
people who are shot and who shoot back. It has been a law enforce-
ment strategy that set rules for those young gang members and 
gave them a choice: stop shooting and receive social services, or 
else watch law enforcement come at you hard. You’ll face the full 
force of the law if you keep pulling the trigger, the men are told.

Numbers are showing that the VRI strategy alone is having little 
or no impact. There were 53 non-fatal gang-related shootings in 2013, 
67 in 2014, 70 in 2015 and 28 in just over the first four months of 2016.

Fox is not surprised. He says the answer is much broader. 
School districts should ensure all schools are quality schools, and 
intervene aggressively at the first sign of truancy. Cities should 
check where their tax abatements go and how the abatements use 
affects development in low-income neighborhoods. And research-
ers need to figure out the warning signs, the precursors to gang 
membership so the community — churches, schools, social work-
ers — can intervene earlier in the lives of at-risk youth.

In Chattanooga, it has long been demonstrated that hun-
dreds — thousands — of young black children continue cycles 
of poverty in low-performing schools where, by third grade, 
scores show students cannot read well enough to keep up. Those 
students eventually drop out or are expelled — doomed to be 
unemployable.

We have allowed this. We have allowed the impact of this poor 
education to be so predictable that we might just as well have given 
these young people their guns and pulled the triggers ourselves.

For her story, Bradbury interviewed a 32-year-old former Chat-
tanooga Vice Lord, dubbed “Joe,” who has “stepped back” from 
gang life and is encouraging at-risk youth to avoid the attention 
gangs provide in the vacuum of stable families or solid church and 
school leadership.

“I was in church Wednesday; I was in church Sunday,’” Joe told 
Bradbury. “And none of the guys who were leaders in the church 
ever took the time out to say, ‘Hey, man, I’m going to take you to 
a baseball game,’ or ‘Hey, do you have anything you need to talk 
about?’ And then you got these other guys [gang leaders looking to 
groom young crime workers], and they’re taking an interest in me.”

The gangs and their members may be the criminals, but the rest 
of us are absolutely not innocent.

Cindy
Highlight



Only the most hard-hearted among us are unmoved when 
second chances crumble for young people who seemed to 
have overcome bad choices and addictions.

So last February, many Chattanoogans felt sorrow when 
24-year-old Logan Whiteaker, after a decade of opiate addic-
tion, graduated from Hamilton County Drug Court one day, 
only to be found dead the next day from a heroin overdose.

It was a public fall from grace and a public death. White-
aker was one of 11 Drug Court graduates on Feb. 22. In a 
Times Free Press photograph, his mother, Dawn Harrison, 
stood beside him in a purple dress, weeping with happiness 
and clutching tissues as he and his fellow graduates were 
honored for their work in the alternative sentencing program 
founded in 2005 for addicts to recover outside of prison. That 
day, Harrison recalled a previous overdose when Whiteaker’s 
father had to perform CPR to keep his son alive long enough 
for the ambulance to arrive.

In Drug Court, Whiteaker had been the poster child for 
success. He’d found a construction job, passed 18 months of 
drug tests and begun a restitution plan for the thousands he 
owed in court fees. He told the judge: “I never thought I’d 
be here.”

The next day, he lay dead at a house in Red Bank with a 
hypodermic needle next to him and leftover heroin on the 

bathroom counter, according to 
a police report.

About four months later, 
federal prosecutors charged 
three Chattanooga residents 
with conspiracy to distribute 
heroin in connection with his 
death.

Investigators found evidence 
that shortly after Whiteaker left 
the Drug Court graduation and 

a celebratory dinner with his family, he called 25-year-old 
Jessica Rachels to ask where he could find some heroin.

Rachels said she knew a guy, and Whiteaker picked her 
up to drive to a fast food parking lot on Rossville Boulevard 
where the two would buy drugs from Joshua Corbett, 27, and 
Darius Blakemore, 26. Then Whiteaker dropped Rachels off 
and went to the home in Red Bank where he would die.

Crime’s revolving door
A look at Darius Blakemore’s criminal record indicates 

that perhaps local authorities need not have waited for a 
drug court graduate to fall from grace and die.

Blakemore had a long 
history with area police 
and Hamilton County 
courts — often involving 
drug sale charges. Yet 
despite 18 jail bookings 
in five and a half years, 
Blakemore was never out 
of circulation on Chatta-
nooga streets for more 

than a few months at a time, according to those bookings 
chronicled in the Times Free Press Right2Know database 
since October 2010.

He shows up first on the website during the first month 
the paper began publishing it. He was 21 and “booked for 
previous charges,” according to the Hamilton County Jail 
records that comprise the source information for Right-
2Know.

Less that eight months later, he shows up again, booked 
for possession of crack for resale, possession of controlled 
substance, possession of drug paraphernalia and unlicensed 
carrying or possessing a weapon. A month later, he appears 
again, this time for a July 12, 2011, booking on violation of 
probation charges for reckless endangerment, unlawful car-
rying and possessing marijuana.

Six months after that, on Jan. 1, 2012, he is booked on 
charges of driving under the influence, driving with a 
revoked license, leaving the scene of an accident with dam-
age and failure to maintain his lane. On Feb. 20, he’s charged 
with possession of a controlled substance. In October, he 
returns to jail, this time on charges of disorderly conduct 
and possession of crack cocaine.

In four more months — Feb. 17, 2013, now — he is booked 
for violation of probation on DUI. Still another probation 
violation for DUI shows up in May, and in July he is booked 
for contempt of court on a charge of failure to comply. For 
the remainder of 2013, he gets booked into jail three more 
times — in September, November and December on charges 
of evading arrest, aggravated criminal trespassing, a light 
law violation, driving on a revoked license, driving with an 
expired registration, theft of property over $500 and “previ-
ous charges.”

On Jan. 17, 2014, he is booked for failure to appear. In 
March, he is booked on still another charge of possession of 
a controlled substance. In April, he is booked with violation 
of probation for possession of a controlled substance.

One begins to wonder: At what point does all this catch up 
with him? And when does he actually spend any time in jail?

He only appears in Right2Know once in all of 2015: In 
March he is booked on charges of evading arrest and posses-
sion of a controlled substance. But according to an archived 
Times Free Press story, he was shot in the leg on the 1400 
block of East 3rd Street at 3 a.m. on Christmas morning, 2015. 
He told police he didn’t know who shot him and refused to 
cooperate with investigators.

But he was back on the streets again by Feb. 11, 2016. 
That’s when police at the corner of Citico Avenue and 
North Chamberlain saw a speeding vehicle that matched the 
description of a possible suspect vehicle from the shooting 
in the 5200 block of Brainerd Road the week before. An 
officer pulled the car over, but the driver geared the car in 
reverse and lurched toward the officer, narrowly missing 

him. Later the officer saw the suspect 
car again on Glenway Parkway and a 
chase ensued, eventually ending when 
the driver lost control and wrecked. The 
driver ran, only to be apprehended by 
other officers.

But he had a passenger, a man in the 
back seat who couldn’t run because he’d 
been shot in December and was wearing 
a leg brace. That man was Darius Jer-

maine Blakemore, and he was arrested again for outstand-
ing warrants charging two counts of possession of drugs for 
resale. That was exactly 11 days before Blakemore, according 
to a federal indictment, sold heroin to Jessica Rachels and 
Logan Whiteaker.

Where paths Cross
Finally, it was that case, that drug sale, for which Blake-

more shows up most recently on our Right2Know website. 
He was booked on March 16. Ths time when federal author-
ities working on a heroin distribution investigation had put 
him under surveillance, picked him up and filed still more 
drug charges against him — including one that resulted in a 
death, Whiteaker’s death.

According to a federal affidavit, Blakemore was in pos-
session of cocaine and heroin when federal agents took him 
into custody. The affidavit also states that a criminal history 
check on Blakemore revealed that on Feb. 2, 2011, he had 
pleaded guilty to reckless endangerment and firearm charges 
in Hamilton County and was sentenced to two years in pris-
on. Still, according to jail booking records, the longest time 
he could possibly have been off the streets was about eight 
months.

Here’s the burning question: Why — with all these 
charges, including multiple probation violation charges and 
at least one felony conviction with a two-year sentence — 
was Darius Jermaine Blakemore, a validated gang member 
and known drug seller, using a revolving door in and out of 
Hamilton County Jail for 18 bookings, most with multiple 
charges each time?

Something is seriously wrong with our criminal justice 
system.
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Win, Lose, 
but no 

Compromise
Anyone who says it doesn’t matter 

whether Donald Trump or Hillary 
Clinton wins this election needs their 
head examined. The damage that 
Trump could do to our nation with 
his blend of intellectual laziness, tow-
ering policy ignorance and reckless 
impulsiveness is in a league of its own. 
Hillary has some real personal ethics 
issues she needs to confront, but she’s 
got the chops to be president.

What interests me most right now, 
though, is a different question. It’s not, 
“Who are they — our politicians?” It’s, 
“Who are we — the voters?”

To be specific: Are 
we all just Shiites and 
Sunnis now?

Whether you’re 
talking about Shiites 
and Sunnis — or Irani-
ans and Saudis, Israelis 
and Palestinians, Turks 
and Kurds — a simple 
binary rule dominates 
the politics: “I am 

strong, why should I compromise? I 
am weak, how can I compromise?”

With rare exceptions, the politics of 
the Middle East is just a seesaw game 
between those two modes of zero-sum, 
rule-or-die thinking. Rarely, these days, 
does either party stop to seek or forge 
common ground.

That is not always true in other 
walks of life. We just got that lesson 
at the Olympics. U.S. runner Abbey 
D’Agostino clipped New Zealand’s 
Nikki Hamblin from behind in the 
women’s 5,000-meter qualifying heat, 
sending both tumbling to the ground 
well short of the finish.

The Associated Press reported: 
“D’Agostino got up, but Hamblin was 
just lying there. She appeared to be 
crying. Instead of running in pursuit of 
the others, D’Agostino crouched down 
and put her hand on the New Zealand-
er’s shoulder, then under her arms to 
help her up, and softly urged her not to 
quit.” They embraced at the finish.

Contrast that with the Egyptian 
Olympic judoka who, under pressure 
from his society, refused to shake 
hands with his Israeli opponent. And 
how’s Egypt doing these days? Drifting 
aimlessly.

Yes, I know, politics ain’t bean bag. 
It’s about winning. But it’s also about 
winning with a mandate to govern. 
And right now, everything suggests 
that the next four years will be just like 
the last eight: a gridlocked, toxic, Sun-
ni-Shiite, Democrat-Republican civil 
war, with little search for common 
ground. That’s how you ruin, not run, 
a great country.

How will we improve Obamacare? 
How will we invest in infrastructure? 
How will we re-create the compro-
mise on immigration that a few brave 
Republican and Democratic legislators 
tried in 2013? How will we get corpo-
rate tax reform, a carbon tax and some 
fiscal policy that we so desperately 
need to propel the economy and con-
trol the deficit?

There is no doubt that Republicans 
during the Obama presidency pio-
neered and perfected this scorched-
earth politics and have paid a price 
for it. They let themselves be led 
around by a group of no-compromise 
talk-radio gasbags, think-tank ideo-
logues in the pay of one industry or 
another, Fox News know-nothings 
and an alt-right fringe, who, together, 
so poisoned the GOP garden that an 
invasive species, Donald Trump, just 
took it over.

That is all the more reason for Clin-
ton to reach out, at the right time, and 
see if any of them have learned their 
lesson. There is no way she’ll get any-
thing big done otherwise.w

It will be a tragedy if center-right 
Republicans conclude that their only 
problem is Trump and that, once he’s 
gone, the GOP will be theirs again. 
Their party is over. They have to 
either become conservative Democrats 
or redefine a responsible center-right 
GOP — with a different base.

As Americans, we were once sum-
moned by our politics to be partic-
ipants in a race to the moon. Lately 
we’ve been summoned by our politics 
to be spectators in a race to the bot-
tom. We can do better, and we must.

The New York Times

Thomas 
Friedman

A perfeCt portrAit 
of justiCe’s revoLving door

Staff file Photo by John RawlSton 

Logan Whiteaker, center, stands with members of his family as he 
and others are honored at Drug Court graduation on Monday, Feb. 
22, 2016. One day after Hamilton County Drug Court celebrated 
the graduation of 11 participants, Whiteaker was found dead in 
a Red Bank home, a hypodermic needle next to him on the floor 
and a small amount of suspected heroin on the bathroom count-
er, according to a police report.
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despite 18 jail bookings in 
five and a half years, darius 
Blakemore was never out of 
circulation on Chattanooga 
streets for more than a few 
months at a time.
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SMART APPROACHES, NOT STRONG-ARM TACTICS, TO JOBS
LONDON — I’ve actual-

ly been watching the early 
Trump presidency from Lon-
don. (I would have gone to 
the moon, but I couldn’t get 

a ride.) Even 
from here I 
have vertigo.

My head is 
swirling from 
“alternative 
facts,” trade 
d e a l s  c a n -
celed, pipe-
lines initiated, 
Obamacare in 

the Twilight Zone and utterly 
bizarre rants about attendance 
on Inauguration Day and fake 
voters on Election Day. What-
ever this cost Vladimir Putin, 
he’s already gotten his mon-
ey’s worth — a chaos presi-
dent. Pass the vodka.

But moderate Republicans, 
independents and Democrats 
who opposed Donald Trump 
need to beware. He can make 
you so nuts — he can so vac-
uum your brains out — that 
you can’t think clearly about 
the most important questions 
today: What things are true 
even if Trump believes them, 
and therefore merit support? 
And where can Democrats 
offer smarter approaches on 
issues, like jobs, for instance — 
approaches that can connect to 
the guts of working-class vot-
ers as Trump did, but provide 
a smarter path forward?

Where Trump’s instinct 
is not wrong is on the need 
to strike a better long-term 
trading arrangement with 
China. But I worry about his 
pugnacious tactics. I would 
be negotiating with Beijing 
in total secret. Let everybody 
save face. If he smacks China 
with “America First,” China 
will smack him with “China 
First,” and soon we’ll have a 
good ol’ trade war.

Where I think Democrats 
should focus their critique, 
and fresh thinking, is how we 
actually bring back more mid-
dle-class jobs.

If Trump’s bullying can save 
good jobs, God bless him. But 
what Trump doesn’t see is that 
while this may get him some 
short-term jobs headlines, in 
the long-run CEOs may prefer 
not to build their next factory 
in America, precisely because 
it will be hostage to Trump’s 
Twitter lashings. They also 
may quietly replace more 
workers with robots faster, 
because Trump can’t see or 
complain about that.

You need to protect work-
ers, not jobs. Every worker 
today will most likely have 
to transition multiple times 
to multiple jobs as the pace 
of change accelerates. So the 
best way you help workers 
is by ensuring that they are 
flexible — that they have the 
skills, safety nets, health care 

and lifelong learning opportu-
nities to make those leaps and 
that they live in cities open to 
innovation, entrepreneurship 
and high-IQ risk-takers.

The societal units pro-
tecting workers best are our 
healthy communities — where 
local businesses, philanthro-
pies, the public school system 
and universities, and local 
government come together to 
support a permanent educa-
tion-to-work-to-life-long-skill-
building pipeline.

Bus inesses  s igna l  to 
schools and colleges, in real 
time, the skills they need to 
thrive in the global economy, 
and philanthropies fund inno-
vative programs for supple-
mental education and train-
ing. Schools also serve as adult 
learning and social service 
centers — and local and state 
governments support them all.

Eric Beinhocker, execu-
tive director of the Institute 
for New Economic Thinking 
at Oxford, calls this the “new 
progressive localism.” For 
too long, he argues, “progres-
sives have been so focused on 
Washington, they’ve missed 
the fact that most of the 
progress on the issues they 
care about — environment, 
education, economic oppor-
tunity and workforce skills 
— has happened at the local 
level. Because that is where 
trust lives.” Trust is what 

enables you to adapt quickly 
and experiment often, i.e., to 
be flexible. And there is so 
much more trust on the local 
level than the national level in 
America today.

Another of Trump’s jobs 
fallacies is that regulation 
always holds companies back. 
In some cases it does, and 
thoughtful deregulation can 
help. But Trump’s argument 
that we must ignore climate 
science because steadily 
upgrading clean energy stan-
dards for our power, auto and 
construction companies kills 
jobs is pure nonsense.

Fact: California has some of 
the highest clean energy stan-
dards for cars, buildings and 
electric utilities in America. 
And those standards have kept 
California one of the world’s 
leaders in clean-tech compa-
nies and startups, and its jobs 
and overall economy have 
grown steadily since 2010.

In sum, Democrats should 
and can take the language of 
“strength” away from Trump 
and own it themselves. They 
should be for strong workers, 
not strong walls; for building 
strong communities, not rely-
ing on a strongman to strong-
arm employers; and for strong 
standards to create strong 
companies. Those would be 
my fightin’ words.

The New York Times

Thomas 
Friedman

TRUMP’S 
‘RUNNING WAR’ IS 
WITH THE TRUTH

This president lies.
Granted, every president tells 

the occasional politically expedient 
untruth. But this guy is different. He 
lies constantly. He lies about relatively 
unimportant things. He lies when the 
truth can be easily verified.

None of this comes as a surprise, 
of course. It’s been obvious since long 
before Donald Trump took the oath 
of office on Friday. Still, it is disheart-
ening to realize that that oath, and the 
awesome responsibilities that come 
with it, have not changed him in the 
least. He still lies as prolifically as ever.

For instance, in a speech on Sat-
urday at the CIA, Trump blasted the 
news media for making it “sound 
like I had a feud with the intelligence 
community.” But it wasn’t the news 
media that sent out a tweet as recent-
ly as Jan. 11 likening the intelligence 
community to Nazi Germany. Did 

Wolf Blitzer have a 
gun to his head or 
something? No, that 
was Trump.

On Monday, in a 
meeting with congres-
sional leaders, Trump 
renewed his claim that 
he would have won 
the popular vote in the 
November election 

except that massive fraud cost him 
millions of ballots. And that’s a lie, too. 
There is no — repeat: zip, zilch, zero 
— evidence to support that claim.

On Saturday, Trump sent press sec-
retary Sean Spicer storming into the 
White House briefing room to berate 
reporters for reporting — accurately 
— that the crowd at Trump’s inaugu-
ration was much smaller than that at 
President Obama’s first swearing-in in 
2009. Pressed to explain that behavior 
Sunday on “Meet the Press,” senior 
adviser Kellyanne Conway said some-
thing bizarre — “Sean Spicer, our 
press secretary, gave alternative facts.”

Whereupon, my cousin Kelly 
called me, sputtering in disbelief. 
Kelly, a career prosecutor, wanted to 
know if this means he is now free to 
put untruths into evidence if he dubs 
them “alternative facts.”

Meantime, my colleague, Miami 
Herald cartoonist Jim Morin tweeted, 
“I would like to congratulate Hillary 
Clinton for winning the presidential 
election and enacting a progressive 
agenda for USA. .Ð AlternativeFact.”

Even Germany’s national railway 
joined in: “Good news — 120 per-
cent of our trains are on time today. 
.Ðalternativefacts”

You’d think Team Trump would 
learn its lesson, but there was Spicer 
the very next day, echoing Conway’s 
— ahem — “reasoning.” ”Sometimes,” 
he told reporters, “We can disagree 
with the facts.”

In a word: Argh. Look, you can 
“disagree” all you want that two plus 
two equals four. You may offer to your 
heart’s content the “alternative fact” 
that two plus two equals rainbow 
sherbet. None of it changes the hard 
reality of what sum is produced when 
you add those numbers. Nor can you 
insist otherwise and expect anyone 
with half a brain to take you seriously.

Ask yourself: If we cannot trust 
these people to tell us the truth on 
minor matters that can be easily 
checked, what confidence can we 
have that they will be square with 
us on substantive matters where the 
truth is not a Google search away? 
What confidence can our allies and 
adversaries have?

The answer is, none. That should 
scare you.

As should this: Just a few days in, 
this may already be the least trust-
worthy regime in history. Yet last week, 
that regime was said to be thinking 
of evicting reporters from the White 
House. And Newt Gingrich just said 
press briefings should be open to 
non-journalists, i.e., a designated cheer-
ing section lobbing softball questions.

Trump will tell you he has a bad 
relationship with reporters because 
they are “unfair.” He says he’s in a 
“running war” with news media. But 
that’s another lie.

This guy’s “running war” is with 
the truth.

The Miami Herald

Leonard
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TAKING AIM AT GANGS 
IS MORE THAN POLICING

After a spate of seven shootings in a matter of days, Chat-
tanooga police announced this week they will double the 
manpower targeting gangs.

Now about 20 people in the police department work full 
time on gang and gun violence, and that will jump to 40 as 
police add another “tool” to the “tool” they announced three 
years ago — the Violence Reduction Initiative, known as VRI.

And as the campaigns for mayor and City Council heat up, 
there was speculation among many that perhaps VRI — an 
expensive program that has helped some gang members leave 
gang life and resulted in a number of gang-related arrests but 
only a handful of gang-related prosecutions — might be on 
its way out.

Depending on which City Council official you were talking 
to, that might or might not be the case.

Frankly, we hope not — at least not completely. Certainly 
the program needed some tweaks, and those announced Mon-
day are welcome ones. But we must not throw the baby out 
with the bathwater.

Looking just at the number of shootings — more than half 
of which are usually gang-related — one might make a knee-
jerk assessment that the program has been ineffective because 
from 2013 through 2016, there were 123, 114, 119 and 132 shoot-
ings, respectively.

But by percentage, the number of gang shootings is down 
ever so slightly. In 2013, the year before the program began, 
63 percent of the city’s shootings involved gang members. In 
2016, that had dropped to 60 percent.

So while city shootings are up, gang shootings have flat-
lined.

Councilman Chip Henderson, one of several council candi-
dates who spoke with our editorial board last week, perhaps 
summed it up best while stressing that the gang problem didn’t 
get here overnight and can’t be addressed overnight because 
it’s a complicated societal problem that involves education and 
jobs as much as it involves police work.

“We’re admitting it’s going to take some time regardless of 
what plan we use. We’ll never [just] police our way out of it. 
There is no silver bullet.”

Thus, the VRI was and is a Band-Aid. The real fix is educa-
tion and a commitment to the equity of that education so that 

our most at-risk young people — especially those who grow 
up in poverty — can get the kind of education that can land 
them in a job, not in Gang University.

VRI’s aim — no pun intended — is toward the small core 
of people who are shot and who shoot back. It has been a 
law enforcement strategy that set rules for those young gang 
members and gave them a choice: stop shooting and receive 
social services, or watch law enforcement come at you hard. 
You’ll face the full force of the law if you keep pulling the 
trigger, the men are told.

Andrew Fox, an assistant professor of criminal justice at 
the University of Missouri-Kansas City, told the Times Free 
Press some months ago that the answer is much broader than 
law enforcement.

School districts should ensure all schools are quality 
schools, and intervene aggressively at the first sign of truan-
cy. Cities should check where their tax breaks go and how the 
use of those tax abatements affect development in low-income 
neighborhoods. And researchers need to figure out the warn-
ing signs, the precursors to gang membership so the communi-
ty — churches, schools, social workers — can intervene earlier 
in the lives of at-risk youth.

In Chattanooga, it has long been demonstrated that hun-
dreds — thousands — of young children continue cycles of 
poverty in low-performing schools where, by third grade, 
scores show students cannot read well enough to keep up. 
Many of those students eventually drop out or are expelled 
— doomed to be unemployable.

We have allowed this. We have allowed the impact of poor 
education to be so predictable that we might just as well have 
given these young people their guns and pulled the triggers 
ourselves.

Certainly it’s good that we’ve made the investment in VRI 
and it’s good that we’ve now made tweaks and more invest-
ment to the gang problem that Chattanooga officials before 
the administration of Mayor Andy Berke largely termed either 
nonexistent or “wannabes.

But policing is the end-result — not the prevention. We 
have to use both. So while we beef up the police tools, let’s 
be sure we also enhance the education, jobs-help and social 
programs that give our children better options.
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