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It was about 9 p.m. on Thursday, July 7 when the shots rang out in downtown Dallas. A peaceful 
protest march was just winding down, but then panic ensued. By 11 p.m. it still wasn’t clear 
how many shooters were involved or how many people had been killed or injured, but The 
Dallas Morning News’ editorial team swung into action. 
 
We wrote three editorials within the first 24 hours of the ambush for digital and print editions. 
The first of those editorials, describing “a night of horror” was written and posted online in less 
than 90 minutes. It was published on the news pages the next morning, July 8, as the Editorial 
page had already gone to bed. It was the most-viewed editorial for the month. 
  
The third of those editorials grew out of my conviction that The Dallas Morning News had a 
special role to play in helping to lead the community out of its shock and toward healing. That's 
why we placed the editorial titled “This city, Our city” on the front page of Sunday’s editions 
with a compelling “eye” visual – as a stand-alone presentation. 
 
The Dallas Ambush would become the deadliest single day for law enforcement officers since 
Sept. 11, 2001. It sparked community horror, sadness and outrage. All told, the newspaper 
published dozens of editorials about the Dallas Ambush throughout the year.  This entry 
features the six best. They are written by Sharon Grigsby, Michael Lindenberger and James 
Ragland. 
 
Each editorial sought to hold a mirror up to Dallas so that its citizens could unabashedly assess 
the community’s promise and its peril. The editorials tackled issues of race, economic injustice 
and the hard work required to unite a divided community. They extolled the Dallas Police Chief 
for exemplary leadership in time of crisis and excoriated him for failing to release public 
records, including transcripts of negotiations with the sniper, camera and surveillance footage 
of the ambush and medical examiner’s investigative report and autopsy of the shooter. 
 
The editorials helped build momentum for a series of community forums across Dallas designed 
to bring communities together around shared goals for a greater understanding of the city’s 
diversity, its challenges, its history and its promise. 
 
Please consider recognizing this journalism excellence for the Carmage Walls commentary 
prize.  
 
Mike Wilson 
Editor, The Dallas Morning News 
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with bombs.
Quoting the gunman,

Brown said: “The end is com-
ing and he is going to hurt and
kill more of us.”

Video of the chaos spread
across social media, captur-
ing the sound of numerous
shots echoing through the
streets of downtown shortly
after 9 p.m. Scores of police
vehicles raced to the scene,
setting up a perimeter that
encompassed much of the
central business district.

Helicopters hovered over-
head as the manhunt blanket-
ed downtown, hemming in
many of the witnesses to the
violence.

As officers armed with
AR-15’s scoured the street for
suspects, the Dallas Police As-
sociation tweeted: “Pray for
Dallas tonight. Officers
Down.” 

Mayor Mike Rawlings said
the officers were shot during a
march to the West End after
the protest at Belo Garden,
near Main and Griffin streets.
He said 800 protesters and
100 officers were at the scene
before the violence erupted.

“It is a heartbreaking
morning to lose these four of-
ficers who proudly served our
citizens,” Rawlings said. “To
say that our police officers put
their lives on the line every
day is no hyperbole, ladies

and gentlemen, it’s a reality.”
A Dallas police squad car

with bullet holes raced
through the Baylor medical
campus, where medical per-
sonnel were standing by to
receive wounded officers.

Lauren Case said the car’s
tire blew out in front of her.

“It kept going,” she said.
With sparks flying from

the rim of the damaged
wheel, the vehicle pulled up
to the emergency room where
an officer inside was moved
into the hospital on a stretch-
er.

Shortly afterward, broth-
ers Tim and Nick Van saw an
officer with a bandaged
shoulder climb out of a sec-
ond vehicle and climb onto
another stretcher.

The entrance to the hospi-
tal was lined with police tape
as emergency workers clus-
tered nearby with empty
stretchers ready.

Details about the Dallas
police officers’ injuries were
not released.

DART officials said they
expected three of their offi-
cers who were wounded to
survive.

Dallas defense attorney
Pete Schulte, a reserve police
officer, said one of the DART
officers was shot in the arm
and was being treated at
Parkland Memorial Hospital. 

Previous protests in Dallas
as part of the #BlackLives-

Matter movement have been
peaceful.

The police chief has long
encouraged strong police-
community relations, but
Thursday night’s shootings

are sure to strain an already
tight Dallas police force.

Since October, 195 officers
have left the Dallas Police De-
partment. Many of those have
retired, but more than 50 offi-

cers left to work at other po-
lice agencies. 

In recent months, many
officers have been working
overtime, and nonpatrol offi-
cers have filled patrol shifts to

respond to calls.
This story was compiled

from reports by staff writers

including Eva-Marie Ayala,

Claire Ballor, Claire Z. Cardona,

Andrew Chavez, Julieta Chi-

quillo, Elizabeth Djinis, Caleb

Downs, Jennifer Emily, Liz

Farmer, Scott Farwell, Bran-

don Formby, Holly K. Hacker,

Tristan Hallman, Austin Hugue-

let, Dalton LaFerney, Nanette

Light, Naomi Martin, Marina

Trahan Martinez, G.J. McCar-

thy, Sarah Mervosh, Ellen Mey-

ers, Marc Ramirez, Sabriya

Rice, Charles Scudder, Avi

Selk, Dianne Solis, Tasha Tsiap-

eras, Tom Steele, James Ves-

tal, Robert Wilonsky and Han-

nah Wise.

Snipers kill 
4 officers

Continued from Page 1A

G.J. McCarthy/Staff Photographer

Dallas police
responded
to shots fired
during the
rally Thurs-
day in down-
town Dallas.
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AMBUSH IN DALLAS

The night started out with
anger, but also peace. 

Before the chaos erupted
Thursday night, impassioned
activists implored about 800
people at a rally in Belo Garden
in Downtown Dallas to police
the police, and get out the vote
to bring change. 

The outrage over the shoot-
ings of Alton Sterling, killed
outside of a gas station in Baton
Rouge, and Philando Castile,
shot four times during a traffic
stop in St. Paul, was palpable.

The crowd chanted, in turn,
“Enough is enough,” “No more
444” — the police code for offi-
cer-involved shootings, “Black
lives matter,” and “No Justice,
no peace.”

“I’m tired of telling my son
that he has to be docile, like he
doesn’t have any respect for
himself,” Cory Hughes, a rally
organizer, told the crowd.

“How long are we going to sit
down before we start standing
up?”

Dominique Alexander,
leader of the Next Generation
Action Network, urged pro-
testers not to wait any longer.
“We start policing the police,”
he said. “Our taxpayer dollars
pay their salaries. We are in
control of them, and not them,
us. We are supposed to tell
them how we want our com-
munity policed.”

Many, like Lisa Love, 48,
and Naomi Scott, 37, of North
Dallas, said they were frustrat-

ed to be gathered yet again.
“We were here for Trayvon

Martin three years ago and
nothing’s changed,” said Love,
whose sons are 21 and 23. “I
have drills with my sons with
what to do when you get pulled
over. Comply, comply comply.
Don’t speak unless you’re spo-
ken to.”

“But Philando Castile did
that,” Scott interrupted, “and
they still shot him four times
with his wife and kid in the car.”

Kellon Nixon, 34, came
with his 5-year-old son Elisha
seeking answers.

“I’ve been to one of these be-
fore and I hate to be back,” Nix-
on said. “It’s good that people
are out here, but what’s the re-
sult? What are we changing?”

Elisha hadn’t seen the most
recent viral videos, but the one
he saw of Tamir Rice, a 12-year-
old shot by Cleveland police in
2014 when they mistook his toy
gun for the real thing, still
haunts him. 

“I saw a police officer shoot a
kid in a park,” he said. “There
was blood everywhere.”

But he didn’t cry, he said. “I
went to a different place.”

After the rally, adults, some
pushing strollers, marched
downtown, snarling commut-
ers, some of whom got out of
their cars and took video or
joined in the protest chants.

“There is a long history of
hatred in this city. There is a
long history of brutality in this
city. But we are the generation
that will make a difference,”
pastor Michael Waters, senior
pastor of Joy Tabernacle AME
church in South Dallas, said as
the parade wrapped up, and
moments before the shots rang
out.

Anger but peace before chaos erupted 
Those at rally urged
to police the police,
get out the vote 

By AUSTIN HUGUELET
Staff Writer

ahuguelet@dallasnews.com

O ur hearts are broken.
For the dead and wounded Dallas

officers.
For their loved ones, friends and col-

leagues.
And for the Dallas Police Department,

which has often gotten it right in this ugly time
of national tensions between law enforcement
and their African-American constituents.

A peaceful protest in downtown Dallas on
Thursday night, planned to mark police
shootings in other cities, morphed into a hor-

rific sniper ambush on the men and women
sworn to protect the protesters.

These were police officers who had earlier
posed for photos with the demonstrators,
shaken their hands and provided security for
their rally. Throughout the evening, mutual
respect was visible between the two groups.

These were the police officers who, when
shooting broke out from high above them,
tried to make sure protesters got out of danger.

These were the officers who then did what
law enforcement heroes always do — they

rushed toward the source of danger to try to
stop its perpetrators.

Along the way, they picked up their fallen
colleagues, both DPD and DART officers.

It was a night of horror unlike any in recent
memory in this city. Conflicting accounts of
suspects. Reports of a possible bomb. And a
death toll that slowly rose into the night.

In these first hours of mind-numbing trag-
edy, what’s most important is that we focus on
those police officers and their families. In
whatever manner you deem most appropriate,

send comfort, prayers and well wishes to them
all.

Likewise, let us all try to keep our grief from
morphing into toxic anger. No doubt several
evil people set out to do great harm by opening
fire on those sworn to protect us.

Mayor Mike Rawlings’ assessment was
tragically correct: “Our worst nightmare hap-
pened.”

Now we must wake up and unite. If we lead
with anger, nobody wins. Only love defeats
hate.

EDITORIAL

Dallas unites in horror, in grief

Cindy
Highlight
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has been tested before. Now we face a new test.
More than 50 years ago, madness struck like a lightning bolt and

cut down our nation’s president, leaving shadows that lingered for
generations. We rebounded, but slowly. We eventually remade our
city into one all but unrecognizable to anyone alive in 1963.

Thursday night, another kind of lightning flashed across our ho-
rizon and plunged our city into a new kind of grief — and brought
fear back to the place we call home. 

The shocking slaying of five police officers, and the shooting of
seven others, plus two civilians, has left this city stunned.

We’ve asked, all of us, why us? Why this city? Why these officers?
Why now?

And we are surely not alone in asking, as our hearts break, what
kind of country are we creating where such violence has become so
frequent?

A country where hundreds of North Texans are driven to our
downtown streets to peacefully protest police violence. Where a
man could grow so bitter with rage that he gunned down a dozen
police officers he’d probably never seen before.

Here in Dallas, we have not found answers that satisfy. Perhaps
there are none.

Dallas is a proud city. Although it is not a new city, it still feels un-
finished, like a young adult still holding out for a late growth spurt. 

That sense of continuous change makes sense to us because we
live in a place of new beginnings, of immigrants, and of job seekers.
A place of friendly greetings and big ambitions, where the next new
opportunity seems just around the corner. 

But there is another truth about Dallas. We live together, but we
do not often understand one another. This is because of class,
sometimes geography and often race. 

We are not unique in this. Americans are living beside one an-

other without understanding one another all over the country.
But in Dallas, rigid boundaries seem more pronounced. Few

Dallasites in the north venture south across the river that divides
our city nearly in half. This chasm has made it easier to avoid un-
comfortable truths, to make nice, to paper over fundamental ineq-
uities. 

Thursday night’s events have summoned us, unbidden, to exam-
ine the consequences of knowing so little about life on the other side
of these boundaries. Across America, our countrymen and women
will be watching what we do in the weeks and months ahead.

Where to begin? 
It’s time to put aside, for now, pronouncements about what is

right and who is wrong. To push past the politics of race and anger
and to put the presidential election out of our hearing for a brief
moment.

We must learn to listen and feel what it is like to live in Dallas,
across divides. We need to understand that it’s not the same for a
black teenager in South Dallas to walk home late on a Friday and
see a police cruiser roll by as it is for somebody else in another part
of town. 

We need to understand the challenges implicit in donning a po-
lice uniform in this vast and conflicted city. The bravery and sacri-
fice — and the fear. 

There will be time later for anger and for justice — anger whose
purpose is served in justice. But for now we need to learn to under-
stand each other, to really hear one another, to learn from each other.

Today our country seems capable of pulling apart in ways that
have not seemed possible in many decades. Dallas, again, has been
bathed in blood and grief. How we respond will help show a path
forward to a divided, reeling nation.

This city, our city,

The Chief: 
Portrait of 

perseverance

27A

Vignettes 
of grief, 

hope

27A

Obama 
makes case

for unity

28A

Outpouring 
of support at

police HQ

34A

Trying to 
make sense

of it all

3P, 6P

Latest 
updates

dallasnews.com

EDITORIAL

Illustration by Michael Hogue/Staff Artist

041103
Text Box
wbmal

Cindy
Highlight



A20 07-13-2016 Set: 19:33:55
Sent by: jlose@dallasnews.com News CYANMAGENTAYELLOWBLACK

20A dallasnews.com

EDITORIALS

The Dallas Morning News
Established October 1, 1885

Publishers

George Bannerman Dealey 1885-1940

E.M. (Ted) Dealey 1940-1960

Joe M. Dealey 1960-1980

James M. Moroney Jr. 1980-1985

John A. Rector Jr. 1985-1986

Burl Osborne 1986-2001

James M. Moroney III
Publisher and Chief Executive Officer

Mike Wilson 
Editor

Robyn Tomlin 
Managing Editor

Keven Ann Willey 
Vice President, Editorial Page Editor 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

D allas’ response in the days since five of
our police officers were murdered
demonstrates that our city can help

show America how to heal its divisions over
race and ease tensions over police violence. 

That was the message President Barack
Obama delivered Tuesday, and we couldn’t
agree more.

The shooter, Obama noted, was motivated
by racial hatred, but the white officers he killed
had been motivated by love and service. Dallas
has responded with more love and unity in the
days since.

That’s a recipe for hope, the president said. 
“We are not as divided as we seem,” he said.

“And I know that because I know America. I
know how far we’ve come against impossible
odds. ... And I know it because of what we’ve
seen here in Dallas.” 

We weren’t waiting for the president to tell
us we’ve done what is right. We feel it in our
bones and see it in our neighbors’ faces. But
the words are welcome anyway. 

The truth is, even before any of Tuesday’s
speeches, the service at the Meyerson Sym-
phony Center was poignant and pitch-perfect.
It was an appropriate capstone for five painful
days that, despite our tears, have showed Dal-
las at its best. 

Inside, the choir music was soothing and
somber. The building itself, one of Dallas’ fin-
est, was transcendent. The large, diverse
crowd was still and solemn. 

Outside, a soft breeze blowing under a blue
sky seemed to somehow gentle the punishing
summer heat. Protesters were all around, but
their signs called for love to triumph over hate.
Officers from Grand Prairie and Arlington
stood vigil.

And when the service began, Mayor Mike
Rawlings spoke for all of us when, with two
presidents, a vice president, and their wives,
seated to his right, he welcomed a nation
watching on live television. “Our pain is your
pain,” he said. 

Dallas Police Chief David Brown’s Stevie
Wonder moment will not soon be forgotten,
nor the cheers it brought. Sen. John Cornyn

praised our fallen officers powerfully, and he
still called on all of us to have needed conversa-
tions about race and criminal justice. 

Former President George W. Bush spoke
for us when he told America that we have lost
five members of our family. He reminded us,
too, that Americans can dream their biggest
dreams when men and women in uniform
stand guard. He added, gently, that those
guardians do best when they are trusted,
trained and accountable. 

But it was Obama who said the things that
most needed saying. Words, he warned, are in-
adequate. 

“I’ve seen how inadequate words can be in
bringing about lasting change. I’ve seen how
inadequate my own words have been,” he said. 

He went beyond words, however, when he
urged us to confront the racism we too often
ignore. It is real, and the protesters like the
ones in our streets last Thursday speak from
places of pain and desperation. We must hear
them even as we honor our police. 

That’s what Dallas can do, and the good
news is we’ve already begun. 

As Obama said: “Weeping may endure for a
night but I’m convinced joy comes in the
morning.”

Words of Truth, Pain, Hope
Memorial service soothed — and also challenged

Staff Photo

President Barack Obama hugged Dallas Po-
lice Chief David Brown during the memorial
service at the Meyerson Tuesday.

M any well-intentioned individuals and
institutions — north and south — have
worked hard to try to close the eco-

nomic and quality of life gaps that too often di-
vide Dallas.

Pummeled by last week’s crushing tragedies
in this city and across the nation, it’s understand-
able that many local bridge-builders feel a sense
of helplessness.

What happens on Main Street Baton Rouge
or suburban St. Paul affects Main Street Dallas.
In a culture saturated by social media and
smartphone video, all Americans instantly be-
come citizens of the same place.

That’s why this newspaper is more resolute
than ever in advanc-
ing our Bridging Dal-
las’ North-South Gap
efforts. For more than
eight years, we have
advocated ways, big

and small, to lift up the southern half of our city. 
Key players throughout Dallas deserve the

credit for pushing progress forward.
For example, the entire City Council regularly

shows a degree of understanding and support
for southern Dallas that was unheard of at the
horseshoe just a decade ago. Leading the way are
the second-year southern council members who
offer constructive ideas and strategies.

Additionally, Mayor Mike Rawlings’ Grow-
South initiative, in its fifth year, has kept the
spotlight brightly trained on this area’s assets
and needs. 

The socioeconomic problems that bedevil
large swaths of Dallas remain daunting, chief
among them the large number of children living
in poverty. Look at any set of numbers related to
the disadvantaged, and you’ll find a high num-
ber represent people of color. 

Things are changing, albeit too slowly:
Parkland’s Hatcher Station Health Center

has dramatically improved access to health care
in one of the city’s poorest neighborhoods. Con-

crete, well-funded plans are evolving for a revital-
ized Southwest Center Mall. DART’s Blue Line
extension to provide service to the University of
North Texas at Dallas will open in October, well
ahead of schedule. 

Sometimes progress is as preliminary as the
simple recognition that a problem exists, as is the
case with the epidemic of loose dogs in southern
Dallas. 

Early on in our work to bridge the gap, we not-
ed that institutionalized injustice and ingrained
negligence would only diminish under decades of
persistence. And we pledged to be that relentless
voice.

Dallas is asking itself lots of questions this
week, and that goes for this newspaper as well:
“Where are the holes in our efforts?” “What are we
missing?”

Rawlings offered a good starting place when
we posed that question to him: “If we could all, in
the next 30 days, make sure to have a sandwich
with someone who is not from our point of view
or from our part of town, that would be a huge
benefit in moving this city along.”

We like that idea. 
For our part, we’ll continue to work on the

bridge-building with the greatest of vigor and sin-
cerity.

Tragedies Renew Our Resolve
Now more than ever, community is so important

BRIDGING DALLAS’ NORTH-SOUTH GAP

Staff Photo

Worshipers from a variety of faiths attended
a weekend service at Concord Church in
Dallas.

SEND US your ideas.
editorialboard
@dallasnews.com

Police must face consequences
Criminals taking black lives is a problem.

However, this is a separate problem from
police officers taking black lives.

As a citizen, I have greater ability to avoid
interactions with criminals than with police
officers.

Philando Castile could not avoid the in-
teraction with the police officer who killed
him for reaching for his wallet. Tamir Rice, a
12-year-old with a toy gun, could not avoid
being shot dead within seconds of an officer
pulling up on a playground.

Each time I get pulled over, I am shaken.
I remember being a college student, walking
home from a campus store, when two offi-
cers threw me on the hood of a car. They
asked no questions, but just assumed I had
been planning to rob the store. 

I remember being a teenager whose
white friends were pulled over 17 times with
me in the car. Once, an officer told my friend
that his father would not approve of him
driving with his drug dealer. I have never
done drugs, much less sold them.

I grew up in suburbia in a very safe neigh-
borhood. Yet, I have my stories. My trauma.
I imagine kids who grow up in inner cities
have worse stories. Worse trauma.

When police officers die in the line of du-
ty, we all feel it. We understand that their job
is vital. We also understand their job also
comes with great responsibility. Therefore,
when an officer kills someone unjustifiably,
they should face consequences for their ac-
tions.

If that was done, there would be no need
for protest. No need to say Black Lives Mat-
ter. But because there seem to be no such
consequences now, we need to insist Black
Lives Matter.

Dimitri Dube, 

Frisco

Most support police officers
I am a former police officer and now a

Fortune 500 CEO. I know full well the dan-
gers and thankless sacrifices police officers
face every day. The loss of a single police offi-
cer in the line of duty is an enormous loss.
The loss of five is beyond comprehension.
And that so many more were seriously in-
jured compounds the enormity of it all. 

Each and every police officer needs to
know that from coast to coast, the majority
of us in the civilian world admire, respect
and greatly appreciate the work of law en-
forcement at every level. From the smallest
towns to the largest cities, the silent majority
is most thankful. Our hearts are heavy and
our sadness for the families is without prece-
dent. God bless each and every police officer.

Richard Smith, 

Bernardsville, N.J.

City leaders, find the money 
Mayor Mike Rawlings, the Dallas city

manager and Dallas City Council should put
their collective heads and hearts together
this coming week and find a way to fund a
significant increase in police pay.

Doing so will reduce the stress of existing
officers, slow the resignation of officers leav-
ing for higher pay in neighboring cities and
make Chief David Brown’s job of protecting
the citizens of Dallas somewhat easier. 

Tom Pryor, Denton

@TomofTex

Seeking understanding
‘Re: “ ‘We’re hurting’ — Police kill Army

vet believed to be lone shooter; Chief urges
people of Dallas to back the blue; Rawlings:
City, U.S. ‘must come together,’ ” Saturday
news story.

I want to express my sorrow to your po-
lice department and to the families of the

the injured and killed police officers. Of all
the violence I have seen over the past five
years, this was one of our great nation’s
darkest days.

I am a 53-year-old white male veteran
who does not have a racist bone in his body.
It does seem that there is a disproportion-
ate amount of gun violence involving black
suspects and white police officers. It is terri-
ble that this gunman took out his rage
against a police force that was not even in-
volved in either of the two recent shootings
of black males. Maybe, I could have under-
stood it just a little better had it occurred in
the cities where the recent shootings took
place. 

My concern, however, is that your de-
partment blew the suspect up with a bomb.
I was horrified when I heard this. Now, law
enforcement is using the devices of terror-
ism to kill. This just seems wrong on so
many levels. What’s next, drones?

Curt Creelman, 

Clearwater, Fla.

@curtcreelman

Fear, anger, grief and prayer
Since the assault on Dallas police offi-

cers Thursday night, I have been at a loss
for words to express my feelings and to
honor their bravery. I experienced the hu-
man emotions one goes through when con-
fronted with such a heinous tragedy: fright,
anger and grief. 

I can’t begin to fathom the sorrow felt by
their families who lost a loved one nor of
their fellow officers and their friends. I
wanted some way to honor these men and
women who bravely faced the danger while
carrying out their jobs and lost their lives or
were injured.

The words came to me, John 15:13:
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends.”

May the souls of the fallen rest in eternal
peace and God grant strength and peace to
their loved ones and to their fellow officers
left behind to carry on.

Daniel Prado, 

Dallas/Pleasant Grove

Sessions is an embarrassment
Last Friday morning, less than 12 hours

after the murder of five Dallas peace offi-
cers in downtown Dallas, I actually wit-
nessed Congressman Pete Sessions, my rep-
resentative in Congress, on national televi-
sion, blame President Barack Obama for
being out of the country and in Europe at-
tending a NATO conference. 

I was angry at Sessions at the time but I
am now embarrassed to have to admit that
he is my congressman, supposedly re-
presenting me in Congress.

This tragedy was not the time or place
for Sessions to attempt to make partisan
political points. Shame on him.

Patrick Saw,

Dallas/M Streets

A gift-card tree for police
Let us set up an anonymous giving tree

of gift cards from local businesses to show
our appreciation to our local police officers
in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Let them not
only read and hear our words of thanks, but
let them receive a secret pal gift, from their
own personal angel — a restaurant card, a
gas gift card, grocery gift card and so on. 

Let them know, without quid pro quo,
that we, the citizens of their community, ex-
press our condolences during these tragic
times.

Thank you officers for your courage, ser-
vice and protection. We citizens do love
you!

Suzanne Terrio, 

Flower Mound
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Friday, July 15, 2016

D allas police Chief David Brown’s opening remarks from Monday’s news conference deserve
our fullest attention: 

“We’re asking cops to do too much in this country. We are. We’re just asking us to do too much.
Every societal failure, we put it off on the cops to solve.

“Not enough mental health funding. Let the cop handle it. Not enough drug addiction 
funding. Let’s give it to the cops.

“Here in Dallas we’ve got a loose dog problem. Let’s have the cops chase loose dogs.

“Schools fail. Give it to the cops. Seventy percent of the African-American community is being
raised by single women. Let’s give it to the cops to solve that as well.

“That’s too much to ask. Policing was never meant to solve all those problems.

“I’d just ask for other parts of our democracy, along with the free press, to help us. To help us and
not put that burden all on law enforcement to resolve.”

Brown’s words resonated across
the nation as he voiced a most un-
comfortable truth: First respond-
ers are too often the last defense
against society’s most pernicious
problems.

Here in Dallas, we must answer
Brown’s call by looking for ways to
address the undue burden that our
policeshoulder.

In the aftermath of the deadly
July 7 ambush, residents have
awakened to a fuller picture of what
is involved in policing. While it’s understandable
that some will think money is the answer, public
safety already accounts for about 60 percent of
the city’s budget.

Soaswe move into finding practical solutions
that will help police focus more energy on crime-
fighting, three institutions need to step up:

■ Addressing any deficiencies at Dallas City
Hall is a good starting place. The council must
find the right city manager to set a tough tone of
accountability throughout every department.
Incompetence and policy failure — whether re-
lated to loose dogs or the homeless — must not
be “fixed” by sloughing problems off to the police. 

Retiring City Manager A.C. Gonzalez’s deci-
sion in May to lean heavily on the police force to
fix a broken Dallas Animal Services is a sad ex-
ample of such a workaround. Rather than hold

animal services director Jody
Jones responsible, Gonzalez
turnedtoBrown to find solutions. 

■ Dallas County also needs to
be at the table to make sure every-
thing possible is being done in re-
gard to mental health challenges.
Too often, dealing with these most
vulnerable residents falls to the
cops.

The county also may be able to
helpmore with the reality of recid-
ivism: A recent study showed that

nearlyhalfofDallas County inmates are arrested
again within three years of their release. What
more can be done to better help these men and
women turn their lives around? 

■ Dallas ISD also can play a bigger role in
changing lives for the better. Not only is DISD on
the front lines with parents, it should more ag-
gressively push forward options, such as its
choice schools, designed to create socioeconom-
ically and racially diverse campuses. Additional-
ly, the possible retooling of the district’s tradi-
tional discipline methods could be a game-
changer. 

We too often turn in desperation to the police,
even as we know this court-of-last-resort gover-
nance is barely a short-term fix. It’s time we try
something new: Call on on our leaders to do the
right thing — not the expedient one.

Hail to the Chief’s Wisdom
City, county and schools must step up to solve problems

W hen they’re not on the bench, Supreme
Court justices are better off being seen
and not heard.

During the past week, Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg forgot this basic tenet, inexplicably
trading her robe for the mantle of political pun-
dit. In separate interviews, she called presump-
tive GOP presidential nominee Donald Trump
“a faker” who “has no consistency about him,”
characterized him as an impulsive egoist, and
joked that a Trump presidency might have
caused her late husband to have urged the fami-
ly to sail for New Zealand.

Gee, so what do you really think about
Trump, Justice Ginsburg?

The fact is, the public shouldn’t be privy to a
justice’s personal feelings about Trump. And, on
Thursday, Ginsburg came to that same conclu-
sion, voicing regrets for remarks that would be
inappropriate from any federal judge, let alone a
Supreme Court justice. 

“On reflection, my recent remarks in re-
sponse to press inquiries were ill-advised, and I
regret making them,” Ginsburg said in a pre-
pared statement. “Judges should avoid com-
menting on a candidate for public office. In the
future, I will be more circumspect.”

Curiously, judicial canons that expressly pro-
hibit federal judges from endorsing or opposing
candidates for office don’t apply to members of
the Supreme Court. However, the spirit and in-
tent of the law also count.

Justices are human and have political lean-
ings. But they’re expected to call legal balls and
strikes impartially. That’s a much tougher task
for a judge who’s already called two strikes be-
fore a pitch is thrown. No matter how exasperat-
ed she might be at the prospect of a Trump pres-
idency, those aren’t opinions for public con-
sumption.

Ironically, Ginsburg’s late court comrade,
Antonin Scalia, arguably broke the zone of si-

lence many times during interviews, lectures and
book tours. His views on the death penalty, abor-
tion and homosexuality weren’t secrets. They
should have been. Court rulings can be under-
mined if the public believes decisions are politi-
cal.

Already, legal scholars are debating whether
Ginsburg’s comments might require her to re-
cuse herself if this year’s presidential contest were
to end up at the Supreme Court, as it did in 2000.
The court decided the outcome of that presiden-
tial election in favor of Republican nominee
George W. Bush, with the key votes coming from
justices appointed by Republican presidents.
Some called it partisan, partly because Sandra
Day O’Connor, who cast the decisive fifth vote,
had told guests at an Election Night party that
Gore’s election would be bad for the country.

Imagine the fallout if Ginsburg were called
upon to cast the deciding vote to determine the
presidency this year after having so blatantly
trashed Trump. Or the screaming from Hillary
Clinton supporters if Clarence Thomas had done
the same.

The court should be above overt politics, de-
spite other slips from various justices. Ginsburg,
unfortunately, added her name to this list.

Out of Order 
Public shouldn’t be privy to justices’ political views 

■ “He is a faker.” 

■ “He has no consistency about
him. He says whatever comes into
his head at the moment.”

■ “He really has an ego. ... How has
he gotten away with not turning
over his tax returns? The press

seems to be very gentle with him on that.”

■ “I can’t imagine what this place would be — I can’t
imagine what the country would be — with Donald
Trump as our president.”

What she said about Trump

Love and empathy conquer all
Re: “Hope over doubt; ‘We are not as di-

vided as we seem,’ Obama insists,” Wednesday
news story.

Tuesday’s memorial for our fallen Dallas
officers took me by surprise. I was expecting a
direct address regarding gun violence. I was
seeking answers. I was needing peace.

Instead, while surrounded by friends, new
and old, all of us glued to the prayers of Chris-
tian, Muslim and Jewish faiths, songs sang
strong and full of grace and stirring speeches,
I realized no one was politicizing anything
and instead only addressing the face of hate. I
found something unexpected today. I found
my country. My home. My history. All collid-
ing. With a calling.

Who are “We the People”? We are one peo-
ple and one nation where we know freedom
reigns. When did we, in a time of countless
ways to connect, become so disconnected, so
isolated?

Look at us, on our devices, dying to be
heard and trying to connect. It is our most iso-
lated who feel so unheard and break inside. 

Love, compassion and empathy can and
will conquer all. Divided we fall. United, we
lift each other up. That’s America. That’s who
we are.

Myka Necohl Dean, 

Carrollton

Show us how to work together
The message everywhere is, “We must

come together.” It’s a good message for the im-
mediate aftermath. It will have only a short-
term impact, however, because our differenc-
es will not disappear in a great, cathartic com-
ing together. The long-term message must be
that we learn to differ better.

Well-intended calls to end the divisiveness
are doomed to failure because division over
politics, social issues, our governance, reli-
gious beliefs and our ways of living are appro-
priate and necessary to a free society that val-
ues freedom of thought and choice.

Where we stray is in how we accommodate
differences, whether we honestly acknowl-
edge legitimacy in differing or insist that dif-
ferences are bad and people with different
views are evil.

The next step for our leaders is to show us
how to validly disagree, how to fairly interact
on grievances, how to avoid escalating anger
and the potential for violence.

Nowhere can that be better emphasized
than in our politics. Our political parties, fo-
cused on winning, have drawn stark ideologi-
cal contrasts that in turn deeply divide Ameri-
ca. Their resolving to work together could be-
gin the healing we need.

Brian Baldwin, 

Dallas/Oak Lawn

Start putting our country first
Re: “A call to action — Chief blunt about

support for police; Says race relations better,
but work remains; Details emerge about
scene at El Centro,” Tuesday news story.

JFK’s legendary quote — ask not what
your country can do for you; ask what you can
do for your country — resonates in Dallas po-
lice Chief David Brown’s call to protesters to
apply for a job in community policing. I would
like to expand his call to action. 

Our democracy is based on an assumption
of virtue and putting country first. Those who
are elected to serve us should put aside their
fear of losing their jobs to National Rifle Asso-
ciation political action. They should put coun-
try first and quickly pass legislation to reform
gun laws with a priority of what is best for the
citizens they are supposed to serve and the po-
lice force that protects them. 

Those who are the wealthiest among us
should start serving our country. They should
stop hiding their money in offshore accounts
and pay taxes.

Our country is in crisis and our homeland

security is expensive. Our country needs un-
selfish financial assistance. If each of us will
serve country first, then together we can create
anew era of greatness and security.

Linda Pelon,

Dallas/Parkdale Heights

Demand better pay for police
I have long wondered why the citizens of

Dallas would not want the highest pay for our
police officers (regionally adjusted) in the na-
tion.Why would we not want to attract and re-
tain the best and brightest people to protect
us?

Instead, we have witnessed a decades-long
contentious relationship between the City
Council and Police Department. What part of
watching large numbers of police officers re-
signing to join suburban departments for bet-
ter pay every year does the City Council not
get? 

Council member Lee Kleinman’s state-
mentthat “if people jump onto the bandwagon
ofpaying police more, that will pretty much do
away with [a tax rate reduction]” shows ex-
treme shortsightedness and an adversarial na-
ture.

We cannot expect our Police Department to
operate properly when it is chronically short-
staffed, with officers being juggled from one
job and one shift to another while also working
too many hours. Citizens, let us demand a sub-
stantial pay increase for our police officers.

David Jones,

Dallas, @Daljonze

Prayers for comfort and healing
As a participant, with my granddaughter,

in the annual Snowball Express event, I have
visited your beautiful city. I have witnessed,
firsthand, the compassion and love your men
and women in blue have shown these children
who have experienced the loss of a parent.
They have all had a hand in these children’s
journey toward healing from their tragic loss-
es.

It saddens me to know that, as a result of
this horrific moment, there are more children
who will know the pain of losing a parent. God
willing, there will be people, much like your of-
ficers, who will become a part of these chil-
dren’s lives and help them to deal with the trag-
edy. 

As your city comes together and mourns
the horrible loss of those officers, please know
that you are in the prayers and thoughts of so
many of the Snowball families. We are praying
that you find comfort in the memories of these
brave men. We are praying that your city finds a
way to heal and move on. 

And we pray that you find peace. God bless
you all.

DebbieWhitfield,

Pittsburgh, Pa.

The hip-hop connection
Re: “Shooter’s selfie with rapper is excuse to

scapegoat hip-hop,” Monday news story.
Chris Vognar concedes hip-hop’s link to

militant black nationalism but denies it has
any connection with killing police officers. He
must have forgotten rap classics like “[Exple-
tive] tha Police”and “Cop Killer.”

Why would anyone be surprised that hip-
hop culture is so violently hostile to law en-
forcement? Is its version of street justice not to-
tally consistent with its other criminal lifestyle
themes, like doing drive-bys on rival gangsters
and beating down women?

Vognar claims hip-hop is the voice of a
black underclass, but the industry didn’t make
billions off poor folks. Besides the tonally chal-
lenged, its audience is often privileged youth.
Some attend Harvard, take a class in black na-
tionalism and write about it. Others, we learn,
practice urban warfare out of their nice subur-
ban homes.

Ken Ashby,

Dallas
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Tuesday, August 2, 2016

T he healing in Dallas has begun, but it
will not come quickly. We are just now
beginning to peer up from our grief,

look one another in the eye and ask how our
city, how we ourselves, will be shaped by last
month’s tragedy.

The events of July 7 have marked us, prob-
ably forever. But beyond the malevolent
milestone itself etching its way into our
memories, how we respond will also mark
us. Will we draw closer to one another? Or
will we to seek safety by erecting more barri-
ers?

History in this city is overrun, as it is ev-
erywhere, with examples of deep hurts being
patched up and then mostly ignored. So we
do not presume to predict with certainly that
we will make the most of this opportunity for
healing.

But already there are hopeful signs that
we will. Across Dallas, in our churches,
homes and workplaces, the conversations
have begun. Most started with grief over the
five slain police officers, as is right. But in
many corners of the city, they have not ended
there.

This newspaper and other civic groups in
Dallas have helped spring to life a movement
we hope takes root. Under the banner of Ac-
tions Speak Louder, some 200 residents
gathered at El Centro College to begin asking
one another uncomfortable questions.

The crowd was challenged: Do we really
understand what drew so many of us to the
city’s downtown streets that Friday night in
the first place? What was it about the police
violence in Baton Rouge and Minneapolis
that so resonated with residents here that
nearly 1,000 of us felt compelled to protest? 

There were no simple answers. And one
lesson from Friday was that the best way to
foster understanding about the root causes
of racial strife is for each of us — no matter
our race or jobs or bank account — to listen

to our neighbors tell us their own stories
about race in North Texas. And to have the
courage to tell our own. We’re often telling
very different stories.

On Aug. 25, the Actions Speak Louder ef-
fort will host another, larger gathering at
the Dallas Public Library downtown. The
push is to translate our grief into resolve,
our ideas into action.

One action we hope can come of this is
that we all develop and share strategies for
how to tell our stories, our city’s stories,
without varnish. We do not seek to dwell on
injustices or the past. But in places where
they have been inadequately aired, the
wounds have been left to fester.

There can be no healing without the pain
of the lanced blister or of the removal of old
bandages. And there is no justice without
truth.

Healing Racial Wounds
What will Dallas make of opportunity for change? 

File Photo

Noelle LeVeaux and Will Richey hugged dur-
ing Actions Speak Louder, a forum on race
relations, on Friday at El Centro College.

S ometimes it takes people like Khizr and
Ghazala Khan who don’t take American
liberties for granted to remind us what

this country is supposed to respect and honor.
It is disturbing that Donald Trump is un-

able to graciously recognize the sacrifice and
loss of the Khans, whose son, U.S. Army Capt.
Humayun Khan, died in Iraq 12 years ago in
defense of his fellow soldiers. Rather than ac-
knowledge the parents’ grieving and praising
their sacrifice, Trump immediately unleashed
innuendo and venom; he had the audacity to
compare his success as a businessman as a sac-
rifice on par with the loss of a child.

The Republican presidential nominee
crudely implied that Ghazala Khan did not
speak along with her husband at last week’s
Democratic convention because her husband
and faith didn’t allow it. Adding further insult,
Trump said Khizr had no right to criticize him
or lecture him on the U.S. Constitution.

The Constitution gives everyone the right to
speak their mind, which only underscores
Khizr’s admonition that Trump should read
the document. And Ghazala Khan says her si-
lence had nothing to do with her husband or
their faith, rather that she is so grief-stricken
she cannot easily speak about her son in pub-
lic.

This is yet another instance of Trump crass-
ly stereotyping Muslims-Americans in a way
that is dangerous and counter to the country’s
values. And it belittles a family who came to
the United States more than three decades ago
from the United Arab Emirates because they
saw in this country the promise of democracy.

Has Donald Trump finally gone too far, or
does that place even exist for him? Trump
crossed a boundary, as fellow Republicans
once again had to acknowledge in sharp criti-
cism.

Several key GOP officials found Trump’s
comments so offensive that they could not let
them go unchallenged.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
said, “All Americans should value the patriotic
service of the patriots who volunteer to self-
lessly defend us in the armed services.”

House Speaker Paul Ryan and Sens. Lind-
sey Graham of South Carolina, Kelly Ayotte of
New Hampshire and John McCain of Arizona
all denounced Trump’s comments. McCain,
who has been a target of Trump’s unhinged
commentary in the past, said: “I cannot em-
phasize enough how deeply I disagree with
Mr. Trump’s statement. I hope Americans un-
derstand that the remarks do not represent the
views of our Republican Party, its officers or
candidates.”

Yes, but Trump is the face of the Republican
Party. And he got there because primary voters
did not penalize him for a laundry list of unbe-
coming behavior. Will they now?

The more harrowing question for Ameri-
cans with November around the corner isn’t
whether Trump has finally gone too far but
whether there’s even a too-far for him to go.

Honor Family’s Sacrifice 
Is nothing too offensive for Trump, his supporters? 

Getty Images

The gravesite of U.S. Army Capt. Humayun
Khan is in Arlington National Cemetery. He
died in Iraq in defense of his fellow soldiers. 

Open the conversation 
Re: “Guarded march ends calmly —

Group rallies for first time since officers
were ambushed,” Saturday news story. 

I wonder if any of the about 80 Black
Lives Matter protesters in Dallas Friday
night thanked the police officers who pro-
tected their right to speak out so soon after
their brothers in uniform were gunned
down on that spot just three weeks ago. 

The 10 people who taunted the police for
being “not black” were showing their igno-
rance and immaturity as well as disrespect
for others, whether they wore a uniform or
not. If this group wants to have a conversa-
tion about racial divides within our com-
munity, it’s important for everyone to listen
to one another calmly and peacefully. Leave
your attitude at home. The message I heard
from this group in the song they were play-
ing at the protest by Kanye West, “Can’t Tell
Me Nothing,” does not inspire any conver-
sation. It just makes me want to walk away.

Tamara Cleghorn, Dallas

@CleghornTamara

Help for the McCullers family
Re: “Ailing wife recalls protector —

SMU officer stood by her from the night
they met, she says,” Friday news story.

This was a good story told well about a
life of service and a terrible loss for this
family. Thank you for putting it on the front
page. Unfortunately, this family is going to
need a lot of help going forward. And you
did not tell your readers how they can help. 

The McCullers family has established
the Officer Mark McCullers Memorial Ac-
count. Donations to this account may be
made at any Wells Fargo bank (account
number 9976436577) or online. 

Robin Caldwell, Dallas

Trump sees that we’re fed up
I have been giving serious thought as to

why I support Donald Trump for president.
According to pollsters and experts, the fact
that I am an educated woman with an MBA
is supposed to eliminate me from the pool
of Trump supporters. I am supposed to be
offended by his sometimes coarse speech,
but I am not. I don’t even care if he has been
married three times. I don’t care that he
sometimes insults people. 

Look, I served in the military and retired
from a tech company and one thing all men
and women learn in both of those careers is
that to be successful, you have to be hard-
working, care about the people who work
for you and be honest in your evaluation of
the situation. 

Trump is brash and outspoken, but he
recognizes that people like me are fed up
with both parties, fed up with political cor-
rectness in all of our institutions, and fed
up with leaders who do not seem to have
any concern for the safety of the citizens so
that we are more than ready to give him our
vote. No more business as usual. No more
status quo.

Patricia Johnson, McKinney

Remember Victoria Woodhull
Just to set the record straight, Hillary

Rodham Clinton is not the first woman to
receive the nomination for president of the
United States.

Victoria Woodhull ran on the Equal
Rights Party ticket in 1872. She fought for
equality for women and against abortion.
She wanted labor reform so that women
would have equal opportunities as men.

That was 144 yeas ago so Clinton and her
cronies need to back off that braggin’ point.

Sandra Pendergraph, 

Carrollton

Sitting ducks for rhetoric
William Shakespeare said “All the

world’s a stage” more than 400 years ago.
And today, many people want a former

reality show star and businessman to be
the most powerful man on earth.

Some say it is because career politicians
are too politically correct when they speak.

But maybe it is also because these peo-
ple are too jaded, bored and uninformed to
care about the issues. And that combina-
tion can make them sitting ducks for peo-
ple who can entertain them with dazzling
rhetoric.

Perhaps in the future we will learn to
distinguish entertainment from politics,
and avoid getting caught in this situation
again.

But for now, let us hope and pray that
whoever wins the election will be the best
leader for our country and for the entire
world.

Joseph Carducci, Pittsburgh

Y’all don’t worry us in NYC
Re: “Y’all Street: Could Dallas unseat

N.Y.? Technology, lower living costs and
talent are favorable factors,” Friday Busi-
ness story.

The Dallas Morning News report refer-
ences a study by the Partnership for New
York City suggesting that Dallas is poised
to displace Wall Street as the financial cap-
ital of America. This is a misread of our
study. 

Dallas’ business-friendly tax and regu-
latory requirements have attracted certain
financial sector jobs from higher-cost plac-
es, including New York City. These are
largely midlevel jobs in business-support
functions. 

The top financial talent and global
headquarters operations are still firmly
rooted in New York City, which along with
London remain unchallenged as the global
financial capitals of the Western world.

We welcome healthy competition be-
tween the two cities for business, but we
are confident that we won’t be ceding
ground to ‘Y’all Street’ anytime soon.

Kathryn Wylde, New York City,

President and Chief Executive, 

Partnership for New York City

Arlington residents pushing back 
Re: “Proposal calls for Nov. 8 vote —

City Council to give public its first look at
ordinance Tuesday,” Saturday Metro story.

So the Texas Rangers, already blessed
with potfuls of the people’s money, greedily
demand a new toy, never mind that their
“old” toy is barely out of its packaging.

So the Rangers order the Arlington City
Council: Jump! So the council, frozen by
Big-D phobia, responds: How high?

So the biggest debate in Arlington his-
tory is underway and is evolving into a ref-
erendum on the council itself.

So the council, taken aback by the
strong, growing pushback and sensing it
might actually lose the game, enlists the
help of spin doctors. Spin, spin, spin.

So the people of Arlington take to social
networking, email, snail mail and tele-
phone and to the streets — even in stifling
Texas heat — and push back hard and put
the heat on the proposed big-money give-
away.

So will more truckloads of the people’s
money be rushed to well-heeled sports
team owners? Or will the people prove
that, yes, indeed, you still can fight city
hall, even a pro-business one?

Keep pushing back, good people of Ar-
lington. Look out for yourselves. It’s bla-
tantly obvious your city council doesn’t.

Roger Summers, Arlington
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Thursday, September 8, 2016

I f a 5.8-magnitude earthquake were to rock
Texas, we hope our state regulators would
be as responsive as Oklahoma and federal

regulators have been.
Over the weekend, as a precaution, Oklaho-

ma officials shut down 37 of the state’s 3,200
active wastewater disposal wells — those with-
in a 725-square-mile area of the epicenter of
an earthquake Saturday near Pawnee. On
Tuesday, the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy said that disposal wells within 211 square
miles of Osage County, outside the state’s juris-
diction, also would temporarily close.

This represents a noticeable shift. Two
years ago, Oklahoma regulators and Gov.
Mary Fallin were skeptics; now neither dis-
putes abundant scientific evidence linking
wastewater disposal wells to seismic tremors.

We wish we could say the same of our Texas
Railroad Commission, which regulates the
state’s oil and gas industry. Our regulators say
there isn’t enough evidence to definitively say
that injection disposal activity causes tremors
and that more study is needed before they can
make sweeping policy changes.

However, geologists have known for de-
cades that disposal wells can cause tremors.
And to no one’s surprise, the frequency and
magnitude of tremors have picked up dramat-
ically as more injection wells have been put in-
to operation.

The odds of property-damaging seismic
tremors occurring in North Texas now rank
with some parts of California and Oklahoma.
And researchers estimate that about 87 per-
cent of these quakes in Texas are likely man-
made. Wastewater pumped into wells doubled
between 2007 and 2014. During that same pe-
riod, the state’s average number of earth-
quakes rose from two per year to 12.

Just last month, the EPA took the unusual
step of criticizing the Railroad Commission for
failing to acknowledge the seismic threats
from high-pressure wastewater disposal wells.
In the past two years, Southern Methodist
University and the University of Texas at Aus-

tin have pointed out this probable connection
in pioneering research, as have countless other
researchers.

Right now, there is a lull in earthquakes in
North Texas due to low energy prices and re-
duced drilling activity. The Railroad Commis-
sion has urged companies to reduce the pres-
sure and volume used in the wells, and even
turned down a few wells and approved others
with certain conditions.

However, other states have taken entirely
different approaches in disposing of wastewa-
ter. Drillers in Pennsylvania, for example, recy-
cle or haul away wastewater to injection dis-
posal well sites in neighboring Ohio, whose ge-
ology is more conducive to injection disposal
wells. Is industry looking hard enough at avail-
able alternatives?

This much we know: When injection wells
are shut down or operate under less pressure,
the earthquake problem seems to lessen. Oth-
er states accept that as a reason to get ahead of
the problem. Why not Texas, too? 

Oklahoma Shakes, Texas Waits
Time to encourage alternatives to injection wells
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Oklahoma’s action plan
State officials moved quickly to close
wastewater injection
disposal wells that
may have caused
a 5.8-magnitude seismic
tremor that was felt across
the Midwest and through
much of Texas.

Stillwater

Two months after an ambush left five Dal-
las officers dead and 11 others wounded,
the public remains in the dark about too

many aspects of the violence and its aftermath.
Any shootings involving officers warrant

close scrutiny. But this tragedy rocked the na-
tion, threatened to undermine the Black Lives
Matter movement, and prompted a big-city
police chief to take the rare step of using an ex-
plosives-strapped robot to kill the shooter. The
intense interest in and influence of this case de-
mand that even more information be made
available.

There simply are too many questions yet to
be fully addressed: Was Micah Johnson on
drugs when he opened fire on officers? How
did his negotiations with police go in the mo-
ments before Chief David Brown authorized
tactical officers to send in a robot to kill him?
Do the journals that police discovered at John-
son’s home offer any clues about his mental
state or motivations? That’s just a start.

The public, which extends far beyond the
citizens of Dallas, deserves answers.

But the Dallas Police Department has re-
leased virtually no new information that can
shed light on what happened July 7. Citing an
ongoing criminal investigation, the depart-
ment also has instructed other agencies in-
volved to not release records.

Even media requests for official autopsy re-
ports were rebuffed.

Brown’s department is leaning on a state law
that affords it discretion to keep certain records
under wraps during an investigation. Discre-
tionary is the key word. 

But how is the public interest served by this
veil of secrecy? A department that was greeted
with unwavering public support in the wake of
this tragedy simply can’t lose sight of the big
picture.

Accountability and transparency matter at
all times, not just when it’s convenient or politi-
cally expedient — for Brown or his depart-
ment.

But from the early days after the ambush,
Brown made clear that he resented questions
about his decision to use an explosive device to
kill Johnson. He argued that only someone fac-

ing the responsibility of keeping other officers
safe could understand that decision.

We respect the incredible challenge Brown
faced the night of July 7, and the pressure he was
under to save lives. We’ve applauded the way he
and his department handled the situation. But
no one’s actions are beyond critique. Now, after
the fog of that conflict has started to settle, is ex-
actly the time for all the pertinent facts to be
known, for calculations to be assessed.

Such questions aren’t a sign of disrespect, or
a hint of mistrust; they’re integral to a working
democracy. That’s why we urge the department
to release all the information it can now.

Keeping the public informed is how trust in
any organization, especially one as inherently
powerful as the police department, is main-
tained.

The Public Deserves Answers
DPD must stop sitting on information about ambush

Here’s a sampling of information The Dallas Morning
News has requested that has been denied or
blocked by the Dallas Police Department: 

■ Transcripts and recordings of the negotiations
with Micah Johnson

■ All camera and surveillance footage of the July 7
incident

■ All Dallas Area Rapid Transit police reports
related to the shooting

■ Medical examiner’s autopsy and investigative
report

The Associated Press

Dallas police opted to use an explosives-
strapped robot to kill the shooter after the
July 7 ambush downtown. 

Yep, he’s no Republican
Re: “Trump Is No Republican — He

thumbs his nose at nearly every conservative
ideal,” Tuesday Editorials.

Thank you, and bravo for this editorial
saying Donald Trump is no Republican.

It is so refreshing to read an honest assess-
ment of the Republican nominee. I hope Re-
publicans are listening.

Even if you hate Hillary Clinton, Trump is
worse.

Republicans: Please field a reasonable
candidate in 2020.

Dave Andrew, 

Monroe, N.Y.

They’re both unworthy 
This is an excellent editorial on the un-

worthiness of Donald Trump as president.
You nailed it.

I and most of your subscribers now eager-
ly await the editorial listing the even more
egregious and outrageous reasons why Hilla-
ry Clinton should never be president. A long
history of dishonesty, corruption, influence
peddling and shocking lack of ethics disqual-
ify her from any public office.

You are right, Trump is not a Republican
and does not deserve anyone’s vote. But if the
only alternative is Clinton, he should get that
vote.

If you folks would provide more coverage
of the other candidates who are running,
such as Gary Johnson and even Jill Stein,
then we wouldn’t have to vote for Trump.

Steve Doud, 

Plano

Thanks for not choosing Trump
In regard to the recommendation of a

candidate for the office of president of the
United States of America, I would like to
thank you for not endorsing Donald Trump. 

I am a Republican and made my mind up
very early that I would not vote for him. To
date, no action taken or speech given by the
candidate has changed my mind. On the con-
trary, he continues to disappoint as the repre-
sentative of my chosen party. 

Furthermore, I will not be voting for the
Democratic candidate as she is at the very
least equally as distasteful. Therefore, I en-
thusiastically encourage voters to consider
Gov. Gary Johnson. Let’s hear him in the de-
bate!

Ana Whitehurst, 

Rowlett

Let Trump solve immigration
Do you realize many of your sponsors are

Donald Trump fans? What are you afraid of?
Let’s take immigration. People fear

Trump on this. Why? All he is going to do is
enforce the laws that are already in place.
Force illegals to be legalized, like any other
person should be. Even the legal Hispanics
want that enforced. They had to do it the
right way. The refugees coming in are also
forced to enter legally. 

Hillary and Bill Clinton have been in poli-
tics their whole lives and have done nothing
to solve the immigration issue. If they en-
forced the laws, we would not be in this mess.
Trump is fighting for America, not giving it
away.

Terry Braithwaite, 

Spokane, Wash.

I’m going to stop reading you …
I have been reading your newspaper for

several years. That will stop immediately. You
say Donald Trump is not qualified to be pres-
ident of our great country. How are you qual-
ified to make that decision? One (and all) can
only assume that you have probably even
contributed to Clinton’s campaign.

Keep your opinions and your newspaper,
I no longer want either one!

Diane Froberg, 

Bedford

… and I’m going to start 
Well-done on the Trump piece. Exactly

what needed to be said, and from exactly the
right source. That took some serious guts. 

I am a millennial Dallas native and had
never really considered adding The Dallas
Morning News to my list of news sources, but
you have my attention now. Thank you.

Josh Binkley,

Plano

Johnson embodies GOP values 
Recently you did not recommend Trump

for president, citing he “is no Republican.”
This is one of the gutsiest headlines I’ve ever
seen from you. I am impressed. 

In light of this, I believe there is a candi-
date that you could stand behind, that is
worth your recommendation, and truly en-
capsulates Republican values. 

Gary Johnson was twice elected a Repub-
lican governor in a Democratic state and even
ran as a Republican in the 2012 elections be-
fore switching to the Libertarian Party. 

To me, his platform embodies the original
Republican values of fiscal responsibility,
personal freedom and a respect for our Con-
stitution and Bill of Rights. Also, a majority of
our veterans support him — nearly 40 per-
cent.

Those who have fought and bled for our
freedom today, those who love this country
most, believe in Johnson. As for businesses,
Johnson is all for them and greatly expanded
his state’s economic growth. He explains that
he didn’t create a single job but instead got
the government out of the way of businesses. 

If anyone is worthy of your paper’s recom-
mendation, I believe Johnson would be the
candidate worth standing with.

Mark Meelhuysen,

Burleson

Withdraw the recommendation
Re: “We Recommend — Hillary Clinton

for president of the United States,” Wednes-
day Editorials.

As a lifelong conservative, I just want to
say, you say that Donald Trump isn’t a conser-
vative or a true Republican, so you won’t rec-
ommend him. I understand that. However,
the next day you recommend Hillary Clinton
who is so liberal that she will possibly try to
take our Second Amendment rights away
and legalize illegal immigrants in order to
gain a second term. 

Plus, she could possibly rewrite the U.S.
Constitution and call it the Clinton Constitu-
tion. With Clinton in office, you would most
likely lose freedom of press, freedom of
speech, Texas would turn blue and this coun-
try would change into a whole new country. 

Now I understand if you don’t want to rec-
ommend anyone, but don’t give your support
to Clinton. You still have time to withdraw
your recommendation. Think about what
you have done. It could be the single worst
thing in Texas history.

Todd Bostic, 

Gun Barrel City

Clinton is the right choice
Thank you, Dallas Morning News, for tak-

ing a public stand against Donald Trump. 
By recommending Hillary Clinton, you

take a positive step in the right direction in
this presidential campaign. She has dedicat-
ed her life to public service. Obviously she’s
not perfect, but who is? She is definitely the
correct choice to lead our country. 

Trump is a self-serving egomaniac who
will say anything and do anything to get his
way, and his “policies” change like the wind
depending on his audience. He has the atten-
tion span of a 2-year-old, and I doubt that he
has read anything in his lifetime to intellectu-
ally prepare for the presidency.

I am proud of Dallas and Houston for
leading the way in opposing Trump.

Ruth Rourk, 

Frisco
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