
1 

  
 

Name of Author(s):  Todd Culbertson 
 

Author’s Title (editor, columnist, etc.):  Editor of the Editorial Pages 

 

Newspaper: Richmond Times-Dispatch 

 

Address: 300 E. Franklin St.  
 

City: Richmond  

 

State:  VA 

 

ZIP:  23219 
 

Phone:  804-649-6686 

 

Fax:  

 

E-Mail:  
tculbertson@timesdispatch,c
om 

 

Submitted by:  Todd Culbertson 

Title of Person Submitting: Editor of the Editorial Pages 

Phone Number: 804-649-6686 

E-mail Address: 

tculbertson@timesdispatch.com 

 

What is the subject/title of the entry? Remembrance/Civil Rights 

 

Date(s) of publication? Sept. 13, Sept. 16, Oct. 4, March 6, March 12 and April 7 

 

Is your newspaper under 50,000 circulation or above 50,000 circulation? above 

 

Please give a brief explanation of issues discussed and the results achieved.  (This 
space will expand as you type in your comments.) 

 

The two editorials discussed civil rights; the progress that has been made as well as the 
challenges yet to be overcome. Unless Armageddon interferes we might be able to answer this 
by the next millennium. 

 

Carmage Walls 

Commentary Prize 

 

2014 Entry Form 



LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA 

Editorial: Library of Virginia educates citizens  
Sep 13, 2016 

The Library of Virginia rises in a neighborhood of institutions devoted to learning, service and justice. It lies 

not far from Richmond’s origins and is a neighbor to some of the city’s most historic sites. Its building houses 

collections of official documents and includes space not only for special exhibits but also for intellectually 

stimulating presentations. On Sept. 10, for instance, a full house gathered to hear Charles Dew discuss his 

book, “The Making of a Racist: A Southerner Reflects on Family, History, and the Slave Trade,” newly 

published by the University of Virginia Press. 

Dew teaches at Williams College and concentrates on Southern history and the slave trade. His research has 

brought him to Richmond; he has great affection for the city. His book combines memoir and monograph. He 

describes growing up white in the Jim Crow South (St. Petersburg, Fla.) and his break with what his 

surroundings took for granted. On his 14th birthday, he received a rifle and Douglas Freeman’s “Lee’s 

Lieutenants.” He learned about the virtues of the Lost Cause and the vices of the Yankees, during his present 

day as well as during the Civil War. He recounts epiphanies. 

His studies and his passion for healing drew him to the slave trade. He examined documents that seemed 

mundane — bills of sale — but that conveyed the reality of human bondage. He studied legitimate businesses 

that operated out of Richmond addresses familiar today. Circulars that could have listed the sales of livestock 

and commodities listed instead mothers, fathers and little children. Lives were torn asunder to make other lives 

privileged and rich. Slavery and capitalism were compatible; slavery made the industrial revolution possible. 

Lincoln recognized Northern complicity. On the eve of victory, he spoke of God’s vengeance. 

Dew promotes reconciliation by teaching truth. We must know who we were to know who we are and who we 

will be. The United States has not wanted the story told. Dew poses a challenge the nation must meet if it is to 

realize its Founding promise. His message calls on people to empathize. His talk was one of the best we have 

heard. We thank him and the Library of Virginia. 



Editorial: Smithsonian recognizes African American 

history  

Sept. 16, 2016 

The Smithsonian not only preserves, records and interprets history. It makes it as well. Later this month the 

institution will open the National Museum of African American History and Culture. The splendid building 

rises on the Mall, adjacent to the Washington Monument. 

In a preview of the museum, The Washington Post reports a visit as almost overwhelming. The displays offer 

much. The Post describes the tone as a “shifting mix of sadness and celebration.” W.E.B. Du Bois and Martin 

Luther King would understand and applaud and perhaps shed a tear. So would the untold millions who sang 

the sorrow songs, who traveled the underground railway, who participated in the great migration from South to 

North, who marched from Selma to Montgomery, who challenged school closures in Prince Edward County, 

who refused to ride in the back of the bus or avoid lunch counters reserved for whites, who continue to endure 

efforts to suppress minority voting, who even now must remind their countrymen that black lives matter. The 

museum itself will resemble an act of truth and reconciliation. 

The September issue of the Smithsonian magazine is dedicated to it. We recommend a thorough reading. The 

articles will build enthusiasm for visiting the site. The early crowds promise to be heavy; we hope to go sooner 

rather than later. 

The museum boasts ties to central Virginia. On Sept. 24, church bells will bless the opening. Bells from 

churches throughout the country will ring. President Obama will lead the dedication ceremonies and will ring a 

bell sent to Washington from First Baptist Church in Williamsburg. The church was founded by slaves and 

free blacks in 1776; its bell conveys the symbolic power of the Liberty Bell. First Baptist’s original 

parishioners understood the meaning of the Declaration of Independence better than many of the Founders who 

signed it. Grace is amazing indeed. We shall overcome someday. 

 



LONGWOOD DEBATE 

Editorial: Farmville prepares for Kaine-Pence debate  
Oct 4, 2016 

Tonight America’s eyes, and perhaps some of the world’s, will be focused on Farmville. Democrat Tim Kaine 

and Republican Mike Pence will participate in the campaign’s only vice presidential debate. Libertarian 

William Weld will not be there, but should be. The festivities will occur at Longwood University. Masochists 

hope the event will prove more elevated than the first debate between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump. 

Kaine-Pence will not compete with televised football, either. 

Farmville’s name suggests the city does not resemble Houston. Farmville remains a small town in rural 

Virginia. It has experienced history nevertheless. The Civil War ended nearby when a humbled Lee 

surrendered to a gracious Grant. Stillness fell at Appomattox, yet the promise of peace went unfulfilled. 

Farmville stood at the epicenter of a long struggle still in progress. Virginia massively resisted integration. As 

did other states of the late Confederacy, it accepted reunion but not reconciliation. Despite the best efforts of 

hagiographers, Robert E. Lee was, in the words of a fair-minded historian, the man who would not be George 

Washington. Washington helped to create the country Lee betrayed. 

In 1950, Barbara Johns, a teenager with mature convictions, led a student strike against a school system that 

denied equal rights to blacks. Her efforts became part of the Brown v. Board of Education lawsuit that 

culminated in a unanimous Supreme Court ruling against segregated schools. Prince Edward County closed its 

schools rather than comply with the law of the land. Throughout Virginia, segregation academies rose. 

Farmville’s role in the debate has prompted an examination of decades that proclaimed black lives did not 

matter. Truth and reconciliation are aspirations. America has engaged in necessary discussions only 

reluctantly. Difficult topics such as reparations go unaddressed. Longwood is situated by geography and 

human fallibility to host a debate of national significance. 

W. Taylor Reveley IV, the university’s president, is a scholar who has studied the presidency. Tonight will 

bring him a heartbeat away. He has served as managing director of the University of Virginia’s Miller Center, 

a nonpartisan institute, and the coordinating attorney for the National War Powers Commission. Congressional 

war powers belongs on the agenda, although Kaine has made himself an expert in promoting Congress’ 

prerogatives. We also believe Pence ought to take him on at his best. Questions about unfunded liabilities 

would lend the debate a fiscal depth the Trump-Clinton encounter lacked. We would welcome an exchange of 

their views as well as a debate of the attitudes at the top of their respective tickets. Indeed, running mates 

confront conundrums. They must express themselves while not undermining the presidential candidates. Pence 

has a tougher task than Kaine. 

Farmville is an academic destination and not just one day during a national campaign. Hampden-Sydney is 

Longwood’s neighbor. The nation’s 10th oldest college, Hampden-Sydney boasts a devoted base of alums. Its 

status as an all-male school probably puts it off limits for holding an event in a national campaign. Longwood 

and Hampden-Sydney stress the liberal arts. 

Kaine will feel comfortable in his home-state venue. Pence’s affable demeanor, on display during a meeting 

with The Times-Dispatch’s editorial board, should prepare him for the session. Tonight promises respite. 

 



Confederacy 

Editorial: What Richmond should do about its 

Confederate statues  
Mar 6, 2017 

Richmond owes its fame to its status not only as the capital of Virginia but as the capital of the Confederacy. 

Although North and South did not fight a decisive battle of Richmond, the city and the region served as a focal 

point of the war. Richmond’s Shockoe Bottom served as a slave market. 

After surrender, the South accepted reunion but not reconciliation. It resisted Reconstruction, one of the most 

progressive enterprises in American history. When federal troops were withdrawn in part because the business 

community preferred profits to principles, the South reimposed a race-based culture and polity that kept blacks 

as second-class citizens. Emancipation’s promise went unfilled. 

Richmond has begun to address its roots. Before reconciliation can occur, truth must be told. Statues and 

memorials to Confederate heroes mocked and insulted black aspirations. The Lee statue did not simply say 

“Lee” but emphatically asserted “No!” 

During a recent forum on the region’s monuments, Ed Ayers, historian and former president of the University 

of Richmond, said the memorials need context. In a conversation with The Times-Dispatch’s editorial board, 

Jesse Jackson called for perspective. Mayor Levar Stoney would agree. We do. 

The Times-Dispatch does not support dynamiting tributes to the past. But leaving them as they are equals tacit 

consent to the glorification they convey — and to the sometimes dubious motives that inspired their erection in 

the first place. 

The best course entails adding to the city’s Confederate statuary, with historical markers that tell the stories 

behind both the monuments and the individuals they honor. The markers should make clear that history is 

complex: Good — even great — individuals still can do things that are wrong, and in fact terrible, even though 

many thought they were doing what was right at the time. 

The past does not change, but contemporary understanding of it does. Unless the monuments themselves are 

placed in a museum, they convey a message about the city’s view of itself. At present, that message says our 

city is trapped by its own mythology. The time has come to make clear that Richmond now knows better. 

 



SLAVERY’S AFTERMATH 

 

Culbertson:  

Reconciliation depends on acknowledging the truth about 

slavery  

Mar 12, 2017 

The law of unintended consequences manifests itself in many ways. Proposals to build a baseball stadium and 

related development in Shockoe Bottom energized citizens who preferred to commemorate — indeed 

acknowledge — slavery’s role in the history of state and nation. Public sentiment doomed the ballpark (and 

may have cost Jack Berry election as mayor). The debate now focuses on how best to remember slavery. This 

is not what boosters set out to do. 

A planning team authorized to study a slave museum centered on Lumpkin’s jail (a holding pen for slaves) 

recently held a public meeting. The Times-Dispatch’s Ned Oliver reported an engaged turnout. Participants 

apparently favored an expansive approach, not one restricted to Lumpkin’s itself. The greater neighborhood 

deserves consideration, backers believe. “Planning team gets an earful,” the headline said. According to Waite 

Rawls, president of the American Civil War Museum Foundation: 

“I’ve been to dozens of these meetings, and at every one of them the broad consensus is that it should be 

bigger than Lumpkin’s jail, yet every time we get something back from the city, it says Lumpkin’s jail.” 

A descendant of Gabriel, the Henrico leader of a slave revolt, agreed: “It cannot just be about the jail.” Pamela 

Bingham explained, “I’m here to represent the descendants of Gabriel. It is very important to my family that 

this be right.” 

A comprehensive site carries the argument, although even that likely would prove insufficient. Humanity can 

bear only so much history. At least an expansive slavery monument would supply context lacking in the 

region’s monuments that glorify the slavocracy. 

The Civil War led to emancipation and amendments that abolished slavery. Full citizenship remained elusive. 

Reconstruction ended too soon. The reinstitution of a social, economic and political system based on race 

depended to a considerable degree on either the falsification of history or a refusal to tell the whole story. Last 

year Charles Dew, a historian of slavery and race, appeared at the Library of Virginia to talk about his 

education as a racist and about the Bottom’s role in the national saga. Men, women and children were sold as 

though they were commodities. Dew’s research in Richmond has produced advertisements and bills of sale 

that resemble today’s commerce in retirement accounts and other investments. The slaves saw in their plight 

the tragedy of the children of Israel before Moses led them out of Egypt. Pharaohs had inhabited the 

Chesapeake. The waters of the Nile flowed through the James. In Exodus we read, “I will sing to the Lord, for 

he is lofty and uplifted; the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.” Nat Turner led a revolt in 

Southampton County. Richmond’s blacks fought in a just struggle. 

Sven Beckert’s “Empire of Cotton: A Global History” analyzes a story seldom taught in American schools. 

Richmond stood at the epicenter. It also has an opportunity to exert national leadership in coming to grips with 

America’s original sin and with the protracted struggle to demonstrate that black lives matter. Douglas 

Freeman’s Lost Cause proved as damaging as James Kilpatrick’s Massive Resistance. 

During the Depression an interviewer with the Works Progress Administration asked a former slave to 

compare slavery and freedom. “Truly son, the half has never been told,” the former slave replied. Edward 

Baptist used the answer in his extraordinary “The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of 



American Capitalism.” In 2015, Baptist told the full story in a presentation at The Times-Dispatch sponsored 

by the Richmond-based Initiatives of Change. Times-Dispatch editorials had cited Dew and Baptist when 

calling for truth and reconciliation. Indeed, reconciliation relies on truth. The Bottom is a place to tell it. 

A slavery museum, trail and district belong on Richmond’s map. The nation’s map needs an engaged 

Richmond. Tuesday’s meeting indicated Richmond’s commitment. There is hope in the city. And we shall 

never hope in vain. 

Todd Culbertson is senior editor, editorials at The Times-Dispatch. Contact him at 
tculbertson@timesdispatch.com. 
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“13TH” 
 

Culbertson 
 

Angry white males won't open their eyes to truth  

Apr 7, 2017 

The appropriately named Fellowship Hall filled. Pilgrims arrived early at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church to 

see a screening of “13th,” a documentary about race in the United States. The movie depicts the historical truth 

that is necessary for reconciliation. 

In presenting the film on April 4, St. Stephen’s and its sponsoring partners lived up to the commandment to 

love their neighbors as themselves. The event resembled a station of the cross. Holy Week loomed. On 

Tuesday night, the faithful manifested their determination, fueled by faith, to ensure that his will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. They arrived expectant and perhaps apprehensive and left elevated, challenged, 

troubled and yet full of hope. “13th” unlocked ignorance’s chains. The rapt silence that prevailed during its 90 

minutes or so testified to the documentary’s power and glory. St. Stephen himself radiated the love of an angel. 

The martyr’s spirit was present. 

The title, “13th,” cites the amendment that abolished slavery. Ratification set a people free but did not result in 

liberty and justice for all. Equality remained elusive — and remains so. The film’s early scenes include clips 

from “Birth of a Nation,” the silent movie that praised the Klan, portrayed blacks as subhuman, and ingrained 

the Southern view of history into popular consciousness. President Woodrow Wilson, a progressive and native 

Virginian, praised “Birth.” Its hymn to hate complemented “Gone With the Wind’s” benign interpretation of 

slavery. The world the slaveowners made was filled with lovely ladies, heroic men, stately mansions and 

romantic music playing in the background. Black backs in “Birth” and “Gone” bear no scars. Children sold 

away from their parents and siblings do not cry for their shattered families. A nation born in Hollywood did 

not include Lumpkin’s Jail. 

“13th” shows how emancipation was followed by Jim Crow. It includes footage of lynchings and Klan rallies 

and explains how the dominant culture criminalized race. Cellblocks replaced plantation cabins. The color line 

merged with the bottom line. Private companies depend on convict labor; they profit from operating prisons 

for the state. Society’s racial roots owe their persistence to bipartisan consensus. Republicans and Democrats 

have competed to be tough on crime. Bill Clinton’s approach to so-called safe streets did not differ 

substantially from Richard Nixon’s. The genial Ronald Reagan and the courtly George H.W. Bush left 

lamentable legacies. Whites responded to their coded appeals but did not concede the surly source of their 

messages. Blacks heard more clearly. 

The event at St. Stephen’s also illustrated a social dilemma. The people who attended might have welcomed 

the evidence of things previously unseen but they already accepted the message. The Americans who needed 

exposure to “13th’s” verities stayed home. Angry white males who believe Barack Obama was the worst 

president and person since the previous moderate Democrat have no interest in exposing themselves to reality. 

Reconciliation proceeds in any case. Truth goes marching on. 

On April 12, Bryan Stevenson will discuss his acclaimed “Just Mercy” at VCU’s Siegel Center. The evening 

will mark the next step in a journey that features “13th.” There is a balm in Gilead, the blessed are assured. 

The screening promoted determination as compellingly as liturgy reinforces faith. The Psalms and other Bible 

books recount the march out of slavery and into the promised land. Martin Luther King beheld the glory of the 
coming of the Lord. The makers of “13th” inhabit the mountaintop. The sword is terrible and swift. Lincoln’s 



government of the people, by the people and for the people shall not perish from the earth. Freedom is being 

reborn. Mercy is just. 

Todd Culbertson is senior editor, editorials at The Times-Dispatch. Contact him at 
tculbertson@timesdispatch.com. 
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