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     The issues addressed by our series of 6 editorials deal with inappropriate 
actions taken by police officers within the Cleveland Police Department and 
the impact this was having on the Cleveland and Bradley County community 
in Cleveland, Tennessee.  These included extramarital affairs, illegal actions 
and other embarrassing antics involving not only police officers, but prior 
police chiefs. 

     Earlier in the year, the current police chief resigned due to some of these 
issues. Because of the controversies surrounding the CPD, our newspaper 
published a variety of editorials following the departmental saga. This 
included the city’s efforts to find a new police chief who could turn around the 
negative stigma faced by the police department due to past and current 
controversies. 

     The purpose of our editorials was to acknowledge what had been 
happening, as well as to condemn those officers involved. Ultimately, the 
editorials provided guidance on how to find the next police chief, and what 
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     We believe the editorials offered some influence on how, and who, the 
city manager chose for the position. Although the selection did involve an 
internal promotion (which we argued against), we pledged our support of the 
new police chief assuming he provided the type of leadership needed for this 
critical position. 

      A few of our editorials about this subject were published prior to the 
SNPA Contest judging period. 

  

  

  

 



Today is Thursday, August 6,
the 218th day of 2015. There are
147 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On August 6, 1945, during

World War II, the United States
dropped an atomic bomb on
Hiroshima, Japan, resulting in an
estimated 140,000 deaths. (Three
days later, the United States
exploded a nuclear device over
Nagasaki; five days after that,
Imperial Japan announced its
surrender.)

On this date:
In 1813, during the Venezuelan

War of Independence, forces led by
Simon Bolivar recaptured
Caracas.

In 1825, Upper Peru became
the autonomous republic of
Bolivia.

In 1862, the Confederate iron-
clad CSS Arkansas was scuttled
by its crew on the Mississippi
River near Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, to prevent capture by
the Union.

In 1914, Austria-Hungary
declared war against Russia and
Serbia declared war against
Germany.

In 1926, Gertrude Ederle
became the first woman to swim
the English Channel, arriving in
Kingsdown, England, from France
in 14 1/2 hours.

In 1930, New York State
Supreme Court Justice Joseph
Force Crater went missing after
leaving a Manhattan restaurant;
his disappearance remains a mys-
tery.

In 1956, the DuMont television

network went off the air after a
decade of operations.

In 1961, Soviet cosmonaut
Gherman Titov became the sec-
ond man to orbit Earth as he flew
aboard Vostok 2.

In 1965, President Lyndon B.
Johnson signed the Voting Rights
Act.

In 1978, Pope Paul VI died at
Castel Gandolfo at age 80.

In 1986, William J. Schroeder
died at at Humana Hospital-
Audubon in Louisville, Kentucky,
after living 620 days with the
Jarvik 7 artificial heart.

In 1993, Louis Freeh won
Senate confirmation to be FBI
director.

Ten years ago: Anti-war
activist Cindy Sheehan, whose
soldier-son, Casey, was killed in
Iraq, began a weeks-long protest
outside President George W.
Bush’s Texas ranch. Former
British Foreign Secretary Robin
Cook, who’d quit Prime Minister
Tony Blair’s Cabinet to protest the
Iraq war, died in Inverness,
Scotland, at age 59. A Tunisian
airliner plunged into the
Mediterranean while trying to
make an emergency landing in
Sicily; 16 of the 39 people aboard
were killed.

Five years ago: In a stunning
announcement, Hewlett-Packard
Co. said it had ousted CEO Mark
Hurd after an investigation of a
sexual harassment complaint
found that he had falsified
expense reports and other docu-
ments to conceal a relationship
with a contractor.

One year ago: President
Barack Obama closed a three-day
U.S.-Africa summit in Washington
which brought together leaders
from more than 50 African
nations. Michael Worthington was
put to death by the state of
Missouri for raping and killing col-
lege student Melinda “Mindy”
Griffin in 1995, making him the
first U.S. prisoner executed since
a lethal injection in Arizona the
previous month in which an
inmate took nearly two hours to
die.

Today’s Birthdays: Children’s
performer Ella Jenkins is 91.
Actor-director Peter Bonerz is 77.
Actress Louise Sorel is 75. Actor
Michael Anderson Jr. is 72. Actor
Ray Buktenica is 72. Actor Dorian
Harewood is 65. Actress Catherine
Hicks is 64. Rock singer Pat
MacDonald (Timbuk 3) is 63.
Country musician Mark DuFresne
(Confederate Railroad) is 62.
Actress Stepfanie Kramer is 59.
Actress Faith Prince is 58.
Rhythm-and-blues singer Randy
DeBarge is 57. Actor Leland Orser
is 55. Actress Michelle Yeoh is 53.
Country singers Patsy and Peggy
Lynn are 51. Basketball Hall of
Famer David Robinson is 50.
Actor Jeremy Ratchford is 50.
Actor Benito Martinez is 47.
Country singer Lisa Stewart is 47.
Movie writer-director M. Night
Shyamalan is 45. Actress Merrin
Dungey is 44. Singer Geri
Halliwell is 43. Actor Jason
O’Mara is 43. Singer-actor David
Campbell is 42. Actress Vera
Farmiga is 42. 
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Winning a prestigious annual award for
excellence is a challenging thing to do.

Receiving that same award for 27 consec-
utive years is a great achievement!

That is what your Cleveland municipal
financial staff has done. Cleveland has
received its 27th consecutive certificate for
excellence in financial reporting from the
Government Finance Officers Association
(GFOA) for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2014.

The GFOA is an association of govern-
ment financial officers across the United
States and Canada.

In a letter to Cleveland Finance Director
and City Clerk Shawn McKay, Stephen J.
Gauthier, director of GFOA's Technical
Services Center, wrote that the certificate is
the "highest form of recognition in govern-
mental accounting and financial reporting."

We are proud of our city's public servants
whose many hours of hard work are indeed
reflected by this award. Our city's finance

team has done an excellent job, just as
they and others in the past, have done for
more than 2 1/2 decades.

Their recognition is good news for our
citizens as well. The GFOA established the
CAFR (Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting) program
to encourage local governments to go
beyond the minimum requirements of gen-
erally accepted accounting principles. It
encourages transparency. The goal is to
ensure that users of the city's financial
statement have the information they need.

GFOA's panel of experts carefully review

the financial reports of many local govern-
ments each year before recognizing those
that clearly inform the public.

In the readers' guide at the start of this
year's financial report, it says "... this budg-
et document has been organized with the
main purpose being to make it user friend-
ly." The budget staff means that sincerely.

The city staff members who work on our
report each year have done just that. In
fact, our city has been presented with this
certificate for several years going back to
1983, before this 27-year winning streak
began.

The current budget and financial report,
plus those for the past 10 years, is avail-
able at your city website, clevelandtn.gov,
then click on "Departments" and then
"Finance."

This is another designation by “The City
With Spirit” that clearly reflects what
makes Cleveland a great place to live, work
and bring up a family.

Editorials

ANNIE’S
MAILBOX

TODAY IN HISTORY

N
ever in the history of the
Cleveland Police
Department has the

selection of its next chief been
so critical.

And never in the depart-
ment’s history has the selec-
tion process been so watched.

That’s as it should be, due in
full to a series of embarrass-
ments that have plagued the
city’s law enforcement agency
over the past couple years,
and quite frankly, well beyond.

Past transgressions have
involved moral character.

Past transgressions have
involved legal infringement.

Past transgressions have
involved policy violations.

Anyone who has followed
the headlines of this newspa-
per over the years is well
aware of the controversies that
have followed past police
department personnel, whether
administrators, patrol officers
or ranks in between.

Most remember the faces.
Many recall the circumstances.
For these reasons, we will not
repeat the names nor their
crimes ... be they crimes of law
or exercises in poor moral
judgment.

The point is, mistakes have
been made in the past and
some of them have been
repeated. Subsequently, an
entire department has been
subjected to intense public
scrutiny, all because of the
misconduct of a few.

But we are firm believers that
everyone, and all things,
deserve a second chance ...
assuming the right people
understand the importance of
making responsible decisions.

The Cleveland Police
Department, and those
empowered to shape its future,
find themselves in such a posi-
tion.

The long process of identify-
ing the right candidate to serve
as Cleveland’s new chief of
police — and then hiring that
candidate — is underway. 

Over the past several weeks,
the city of Cleveland has
received 36 applications for
consideration to serve as the
police department’s next chief.
Resumes have arrived from as
close as the Cleveland Police
Department Service Center
itself to as far away as the
African nation of Somalia.

Of course, there are many
points represented in between:
Alabama, North Carolina,
Florida, Missouri, Maryland,
Georgia and Texas; and many
applicants are Tennesseans
from cities as close as
McDonald, Red Bank,
Ooltewah, Chattanooga and
East Ridge to as far away as
Jackson, Selmer, Kingston,
Knoxville, Johnson City, White
Bluff, Arlington, McKenzie and
Millington.

Most applicants have years of
experience. Some have worked
in leadership positions in big
cities; others have vast knowl-
edge of law enforcement prac-
tices in small- to mid-size towns,
or with county jurisdictions.

Some have served as cap-
tains in respected agencies;
others have worked as chiefs
or sheriffs or investigators with
responsibilities and years of
fighting crime in their own right.

It is a vast field of applicants
who are seeking to become the
Cleveland Police Department’s
next leader, and many seem
worthy of holding the title.

This points to the urgency in
finding the right fit for
Cleveland and for the people of
Cleveland, while remembering
what we have suggested in a
past editorial: Select a police
chief who can step into the role
with an open mind, and who
can observe, cast judgment
and then make change where
change is needed most.

As outlined by Cleveland
City Manager Janice Casteel in

a front-page story in
Wednesday’s edition of the
Cleveland Daily Banner, the
selection process involves
more than just her.

Currently, the 36 applications
are being categorized by police
consultant Larry Wallace and
the city’s Human Resources
Director Jeff Davis. The cate-
gories include not qualified,
qualified and highly qualified.

A three-member panel will
convene Friday to review the
groups, to compare notes on
who is qualified and who is not,
and to select those on whom a
background check will be con-
ducted.

Panel members, as selected
by the city manager, will
include Dr. Paul Conn, presi-
dent of Lee University; Robert
Bradney, chairman of the
Cleveland/Bradley Chamber of
Commerce board; and Casteel.

The elimination process will
not be an easy one. And it
should not be. From all that our
newspaper could tell of the
resumes, many candidates are
highly qualified for the job. 

Some are local. Some are
almost local. Some come from
other states.

Because application guide-
lines favor candidates from
Tennessee due to their famil-
iarity with state law and per-
haps with the Cleveland area,
the list of eligible hopefuls is
already shorter heading into
Friday’s panel review.

But we believe this.
Regardless of their Tennessee
locale, all qualifying candidates
should be given equal and fair
consideration. This includes
locals. This includes nonlocals.

Either way, the process must
be totally transparent — a
commitment to which Casteel
has pledged.

“I want a truly transparent
process for the panel,” the city
manager said of Friday’s team
of assessors. “I want them to
see everything that we see. We
want to make sure we are in
agreement of the ones who are
highly qualified.”

Such transparency should
not be limited to those weeding
the candidates. The public
must be kept informed. The
people of Cleveland must have
a full understanding of every
step in the process, when it is
to be taken, by whom and
where.

Once background checks
have been completed on a
selected number, interviews
will be conducted. Applicants
will be asked the same ques-
tions, and Casteel is looking
into the possibility of allowing
public viewing of the interview
process.

This is true transparency. We
urge her to see it through.

Lest there be any doubt, the
three-member panel will pick
those applicants who advance
to the interview stage, but it is
Casteel who will make the final
selection.

It is the city manager’s deci-
sion and her decision alone.
This is a personnel issue and
as such it falls within Casteel’s
jurisdiction.

Cleveland City Council mem-
bers will not be directly
involved; but if they are ... even
indirectly ... we will remind
them all of the mandate for
unconditional transparency.

This then takes us back to
our original assessment, one
that the city manager well
understands; and that is, to
use the very words from
Wallace’s own detailed report
in mid-June, “... The city’s next
selection for police chief may
be the most critical in
Cleveland’s history.”

We believe “may be” is an
understatement.

We believe it “IS” the most
critical.

Too many years of public
ridicule have made it so.

ATLANTA (AP) — Delta says
traffic is up from last year but a
key revenue measure is down,
indicating that fares are likely
declining from last summer.

The airline says revenue is
being hurt by the strong dollar,
lower fuel surcharges on interna-
tional routes, and lower prices in
some U.S. markets.

Delta Air Lines Inc. said
Tuesday that passenger revenue
for every seat flown one mile fell 3
percent last month compared
with July 2014. Delta filled a
higher percentage of seats than
last summer, so it’s likely that the
drop in the closely watched rev-
enue figure means average fares
were lower.

The decline is not a surprise.
Analysts have worried that after
several years of holding down
supply, airlines are adding flights
and seats too quickly, causing

prices to fall. Deutsche Bank pre-
dicted that U.S. airlines will report
a decline in the per-seat figure of
between 5 percent and 6 percent
compared with July 2014. Delta
executives said last month that by
year end they would limit capacity
to late-2014 levels.

Delta is the first major airline to
report July results. It said that
traffic — measured in the miles
that passengers fly — rose 4.7
percent last month from July
2014. The airline increased
capacity by 4.2 percent, and the
average flight was 87.9 percent
full, up from 87.5 percent a year
earlier.

Atlanta-based Delta is the
nation’s third-biggest airline com-
pany after American and United.
Delta shares rose 66 cents to
$46.39 in morning trading. They
began the day down 7 percent in
2015.

Dear Annie: I had my high
school graduation party at a local
restaurant (because our house is
too small). My father claimed he
was unable to pay for it, and
insisted I cover the bill, close to
$1,100, saying he will pay me
back later.

I realize that my parents’ busi-
ness sometimes goes through
hard times, but Dad still manages
to eat out frequently. He’s terrible
with money, and I am not sure he
will ever pay me back. I told him
that I expect complete repayment
by the middle of August and if I
don’t get it, I’ll start selling his
vast collection of unused musical
instruments. He doesn’t believe
me.

I am paying for my first year of
college through grants, scholar-
ships, my savings and the money
I earn from my job. I never
expected anything from my par-
ents because I know they can’t
afford much. But I had no idea I
was going to get stuck with the
bill for the party. What do I do? —
Farmer’s Daughter 

Dear Daughter: Let’s not turn
this into a major conflagration.
Dad should not have stuck you
with a bill for a party neither of
you could afford. But selling his
musical instruments isn’t the
answer, either. Try to remain
calm and work out a payment
plan with Dad, in writing, with
the amount he needs to pay each
week until an agreed-upon total
is reached. It may take longer
than mid-August, and you might
also consider paying for part of
the bill because the party was for
you. But it’s better than the all-
out war you are contemplating.
We also suggest you involve your
mother in this transaction since
she, too, has a say in the family
finances and may bring a more
level head to the discussion.

———
(About the writers: Annie’s

Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please email your ques-
tions to
anniesmailbox@creators.com, or
write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd
Street, Hermosa Beach, CA
90254. You can also find Annie on
Facebook at
Facebook.com/AskAnnies. To find
out more about Annie’s Mailbox
and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.)

It’s a 27-year winning streak!

Traffic on Delta rises,
but key revenue falls
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ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Details
of Greece’s latest bailout package
were being pored over across
Europe on Wednesday as Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras insisted
the agreement with creditors
would put “a definitive end” to the
country’s economic uncertainty.

Tsipras has called an emer-
gency session of parliament to
discuss and vote on the bill,
which includes painful tax hikes
and spending cuts, in time for a
confirmed meeting Friday of the
eurozone’s 19 finance ministers
in Brussels.

The so-called eurogroup has to
sign off on the bailout deal — as
do a few parliaments — so the
funds on offer can be released in
time for Greece to avoid defaulting
on a big debt repayment to the
European Central Bank on Aug.
20. The three-year bailout is
worth about 85 billion euros ($93
billion).

To restore trust and rebuild
confidence they say has been
damaged over the past few
months, Greece’s creditors have
insisted that lawmakers approve
about 40 pieces of legislation by
Thursday, and meet several other
conditions by October.

Although Tsipras is facing
fierce opposition from hardliners
within his left-wing Syriza party
over the bailout, the bill is
expected to pass in the 300-
member parliament as lawmak-
ers in pro-European opposition
parties have said they will back
the agreement.

While all technical aspects of
the deal have been finalized, it
still needs the approval of the
other 18 eurozone nations’
finance ministers.

EU economic affairs spokesper-
son Annika Breidthardt said
lower level finance officials would
discuss the agreement by phone
on Wednesday evening.

Several countries, including
Germany, which has been
Greece’s harshest critic and is its
most influential creditor, must
then also ratify the deal in their
own parliaments before any funds
can be disbursed.

EU officials say the deal aims to
eliminate any uncertainty over
reforms required from Greece and
that “up-front action” is needed
from Athens to gain access to the
funds.

“We have not gone for a quick

fix, we have not cut corners,” one
official said. “This is a compre-
hensive agreement.”

They spoke only on condition of
anonymity, in line with their
department’s rules.

The bailout is based on sharply
worsened economic growth pro-
jections following months of
uncertainty and political turmoil
that included the Greek govern-
ment imposing banking restric-
tions to prevent an all-out bank
run. After shrinking 2.3 percent
this year and 1.3 percent next,
the Greek economy is expected to
return to growth of 2.7 percent in
2017.

Germany said it was still
assessing the agreement.

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
spokesman, Steffen Seibert, said
Berlin wants to examine the deal
with “the necessary thorough-
ness” and that it’s “too early for a
clear evaluation.”

In Athens, Tsipras had asked
the parliament’s speaker to have
the bill go through committee
level Wednesday, ahead of a full
debate and vote by the end of
Thursday.

However, Parliament Speaker
Zoe Konstantopoulou, a bailout
dissenter within Tsipras’ left-wing
Syriza party, scheduled the par-
liamentary procedure to start only
Wednesday night. That delays the
process and could mean a vote
would likely be held in the pre-
dawn hours of Friday.

The agreement sees Tsipras
accepting measures he had resis-
ted until just a few months ago:
the sale of some state property,
deep cuts to pensions and mili-
tary spending, and the ending of
certain tax credits to people con-
sidered vulnerable.
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What’s it like in the life of an emer-
gency medical services responder or a
firefighter over a period of just a few
days? You can get a small glimpse
when you look at the statistics of the
number of calls answered by a few of
these agencies, namely the Cleveland
Fire Department and Bradley County
EMS, in just a few short weeks.

The calls vary from small incidents to
lifesaving events, but they all prove
that these services are invaluable to
our citizenry. It also shows what a
blessing we have in our community to
have such dedicated, trained profes-
sionals.

Here’s a glimpse:
Among the 266 calls answered by the

Cleveland Fire Department in July,
there were 15 fires. Another emergency
resulted when a woman sought help

and went to Station No. 3 with a ring
stuck on her finger.

The crew of Bradley County EMS
Unit 503, which was at the station,
used its ring cutter to remove the ring
from her finger and with that, Engine
No. 3 and EMS Unit 503 returned to
service. This teamwork exhibits profes-
sionalism at every level.

Firefighters assist the public in many
other ways besides fighting fires.
Though rescuing cats from trees actu-

ally falls under the duties of Animal
Control, city firefighters would assist
with a rescue if called upon. Because of
the myriad of situations in which fire-
fighters could find themselves, they
never stop training and never stop
learning how to protect and extract the
public and themselves from danger.

Four new employees begin their
training in August. The 480-hour acad-
emy covers such topics as basic fire
suppression, hazardous materials,
vehicle rescue and medical first-respon-
der training. The session ends with the
student “falling” into a swimming pool
while dressed out in full bunker gear.
They prepare for every scenario possi-
ble in their training sessions.

In July, the department’s veteran
personnel logged a cumulative atten-
dance of 1,290 in 290 classes totaling

2,410 hours of training.
In July, fire runs accounted for only

5.6 percent of the total incidents, but
accounted for 97 percent of about
$333,678 in property damage. Exactly
50 percent of the calls (133) were in the
category of “Rescue and Emergency
Medical Service Incidents.”

Of the emergency medical service
calls, 35 were reports of chest
pain/cardiac arrest; 21 for difficulty
breathing/respiratory arrest; 20 were
classified as
unresponsiveness/unknown/person
down.

I had the privilege of serving a por-
tion of a term as fire commissioner
before the change of government struc-
ture in the city. Working closely with
these fine men and women, I learned
first-hand the level of commitment at

each and every firehall in our city. I
was truly impressed with the level of
training each goes through to handle
various levels of emergencies. I became
very close to these fine public servants
and am proud of what they bring to our
citizens each and every day, 24 hours a
day.

Noting their valor was one of my
inspirations for forming Cleveland 100,
it was my sincere desire to give them
added comfort in knowing they are car-
ing for us, and we will care for their
loved ones should they lose their lives
in the line of duty.

Each and every call of our first
responders is equally important and
handled with professionalism.

As they go about their duties, they
truly keep “The City With Spirit” motto
alive and well.

Editorials
“Fools are more to be feared than the wicked.” 

— Queen Christina of Sweden (1626-1689)

ANNIE’S
MAILBOX

TODAY IN HISTORY

L
ater today, a review panel
assembled by City Manager
Janice Casteel will have

whittled down its list of candi-
dates for chief of the embattled
Cleveland Police Department to
three finalists.

Thirty-six law enforcement pro-
fessionals applied for the belea-
guered post. After multiple appli-
cations were disqualified for living
outside the state of Tennessee,
the count last Friday was trimmed
to only 10. Following a series of
preliminary background checks,
that number this afternoon is
being cut to three.

We eagerly await the naming of
the trio of hopefuls.

Our interest is not simple
curiosity. Our interest is for the
very future of the CPD and the
restoration of a once-positive
image that has been tainted far
too many times over the past few
years.

To say the CPD’s credibility
hinges on the moral strength and
disciplinarian ways of its next
police chief is an understatement.
Frankly, the department and the
entire city of Cleveland have
been publicly embarrassed for
too long a time by the poor judg-
ment of some within the CPD
ranks — from substance-abusing
patrol officers to chiefs who strug-
gle with the everyday moral differ-
ences between “right” and
“wrong.”

A question we have posed pre-
viously remains just as relevant
today: “Where do we start?” The
list of internal transgressions —
at least, those that have been
documented — seems to date
back further than most can imag-
ine.

Only days after Interim Police
Chief Mark Gibson claimed the
department was finally turning the
corner and employee morale was
in full swing, we were met by last
Friday’s revelations of a new
embarrassment; that two patrol
officers — Carl Walls and Chad
Nave — were found to have been
involved in extramarital affairs,
and that one — Walls — is being
accused by an unidentified
woman of sexual assault.

Walls has admitted to the affair,
but denied any criminal wrongdo-
ing.

The incident involving Walls
and Nave is reported to have
occurred in a Gatlinburg cabin.

At the request of 4th District
Attorney General Jimmy Dunn,
whose jurisdiction includes Sevier
County, the Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation is now exploring the
rape allegation, reported to have
occurred July 31.

Infidelity is bad enough.
Infidelity involving law enforce-
ment professionals who are con-
sidered by many to be public role
models is even worse.
Compounding these latest atroci-
ties is the timing.

The Cleveland City Council has
spent thousands of taxpayer dol-
lars to commission an outside
consultant — Larry Wallace —
whose sole responsibility is to
help rewrite departmental policies
and guidelines, and to assist in
the naming of a new police chief.

Whether his mission is suc-
cessful, and whether his involve-

ment has been worth taxpayers’
investment, will depend on the
quality of the CPD’s next chief of
police and whether that law
enforcement leader can observe,
evaluate and make the tough
decisions.

To those who will argue the
CPD’s reputation is being tar-
nished by the actions of a few —
but not by all — we would agree.
Partially.

To those who will argue the
CPD can regain its lost public
trust only through the actions of a
strong chief of police who doesn’t
fear making change, we would
agree. Completely.

To those who will argue that
CPD’s biggest challenge is not
just to weed out the bad apples,
but to reverse a wavering culture,
we would agree. Without debate.

But here’s the conundrum. The
Cleveland Police Department
cannot re-establish a prominent
level of respect inside and out-
side this community without the
right leadership.

By leaders, we’re talking about
much more than positive role
models. We’re talking about an
effective police chief — man or
woman — who commands the
respect of the rank and file, and
who demands a trusted perform-
ance by all at the CPD.

It isn’t rocket science.
The new police chief must epit-

omize these traits: Discipline.
Respect. Fairness. Morality.
Change. 

As of this writing, we have no
idea who the review panel will
select as its three finalists. But we
know this. Cleveland residents
have endured enough. Cleveland
Police Department personnel
have become the targets of too
many cruel jokes. And now, out-
side news media is even publish-
ing insulting and inflammatory
editorial cartoons against our
entire fleet of emergency respon-
ders while degrading the full
Cleveland and Bradley County
community.

Those who opine “boys will be
boys,” and that extramarital
affairs are commonplace in all
walks of life and at all levels, are
missing the point ... badly.

Serving as a Cleveland Police
Department officer is not “com-
monplace” nor does it represent
“all walks of life.” Being a police
officer, and wearing that badge of
integrity, is about public trust. For
these reasons alone, a police offi-
cer is something special ... some-
one to be admired, respected and
appreciated.

It is a matter of trust. It is a mat-
ter of honor. Both are required
virtues for the job.

Such expectation begs this
question: Can we trust our pro-
tectors to faithfully uphold the
laws of our community when they
will not honor the vows made to
their own families?

It is a harsh point.
But then again, the Cleveland

Police Department has long since
entered harsh times.

Our CPD needs quality leader-
ship. Such need comes now
more than ever before.

We stand ready to again trust
our CPD. But that trust must be
earned.

The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, August
13, the 225th day of 2015.
There are 140 days left in the
year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On August 13, 1961, East

Germany sealed off the border
between Berlin’s eastern and
western sectors; within days,
the Communist authorities
began building a wall that
would stand for the next 28
years.

On this date:
In 1624, King Louis XIII of

France appointed Cardinal
Richelieu his first minister.

In 1792, French revolutionar-
ies imprisoned the royal family.

In 1846, the American flag
was raised for the first time in
Los Angeles.

In 1910, Florence Nightingale,
the founder of modern nursing,
died in London at age 90.

In 1923, Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk was again elected
Speaker of Turkey’s Grand
Assembly.

In 1934, the satirical comic
strip “Li’l Abner,” created by Al

Capp, made its debut.
In 1946, author H.G. Wells,

79, died in London.
In 1960, the first two-way

telephone conversation by satel-
lite took place with the help of
Echo 1. The Central African
Republic became totally inde-
pendent of French rule.

In 1979, Lou Brock of the St.
Louis Cardinals became the
14th player in Major League
Baseball history to reach the
3,000th career hit plateau as
his team defeated the Chicago
Cubs, 3-2.

In 1981, in a ceremony at his
California ranch, President
Ronald Reagan signed an his-
toric package of tax and budget
reductions.

In 1989, searchers in
Ethiopia found the wreckage of
a plane which had disappeared
almost a week earlier while car-
rying Rep. Mickey Leland, D-
Texas, and 14 other people —
there were no survivors.

In 1995, Baseball Hall of
Famer Mickey Mantle died at a
Dallas hospital of rapidly
spreading liver cancer; he was
63.

Dear Annie: I have four sib-
lings. One of my sisters thinks
she has a right to invite herself
to our homes, join us for dinner
and attend other functions,
whether we invite her or not. It’s
like she thinks we are joined at
the hip. 

For example, “Ginny” will call
and ask, “Where are we going
for dinner tonight?” I am tempt-
ed to reply, “I don’t know where
you’re going, but I have my own
plans.” However, Ginny is overly
sensitive and none of us wants
to hurt her feelings. 

Worse, Ginny is very nosy.
She will come to my house
(uninvited, of course) and read
my mail. She also asks ques-
tions about things that are none
of her business. But, Annie,
Ginny has many good qualities.
She has a big heart and a gener-
ous spirit and is always willing
to help. I have considered buy-
ing her an etiquette book that
should cover such things, but
my other siblings don’t think
this is a good idea. We all love
her dearly, but her poor man-
ners are driving us crazy. Any
suggestions? — No Name,
Please 

Dear No Name: Ginny may
not understand that she is
ignoring boundaries and behav-
ing inappropriately, a sign that
she may be on the autism spec-
trum. Or, she may simply be
lonely and clingy, and her sib-
lings are her entire social life. 

You would be doing Ginny a
favor by gently explaining these
things. Say that you love her to
pieces, but occasionally, you
have plans that don’t include
family members. When she asks
an inappropriate question, you
are not obligated to respond.
Put your mail where she cannot
get to it. Suggest that she look
into organizations and activities
that will interest her and pro-
vide a wider circle of friends and
a more active social life. She
sounds like she needs guidance.
Please help her out.

———
(About the writers: Annie’s

Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, long-
time editors of the Ann Landers
column. Please email your ques-
tions to anniesmailbox@cre-
ators.com, or write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
737 3rd St., Hermosa Beach CA
90254. You can also find Annie
on Facebook at
Facebook.com/AskAnnies. To
find out more about Annie’s
Mailbox and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.)

Firefighters, EMS are deserving of our gratitude

Greek bailout details pored over
as leaders rush to meet deadline

The future of our CPD
lies in today’s finalists
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The so-called
eurogroup has to sign off

on the bailout deal — as
do a few parliaments —

so the funds on offer can
be released in time for

Greece to avoid
defaulting on a big debt

repayment to the
European Central Bank

on Aug. 20. The three-
year bailout is worth

about 85 billion euros
($93 billion).

OUR CITY

Cleveland
Mayor 
Tom 

Rowland
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Jimmy Carter is my favorite U.S. presi-
dent. He’s the only one who ever called to
invite me to come visit at the White House.

Now that our 39th president is facing very
serious health concerns, it brings back
memories of my face-to-face meeting with
him in the spring of 1981.

I was executive editor of the Gatlinburg
Mountain Press and Sevierville News
Record, in Sevier County. I received a tele-
phone call, and the operator said the White
House was calling. 

I hadn’t won the Masters Golf
Tournament, or a national championship of
any type, so I figured it was someone pulling
my chain! 

Imagine my surprise when the young lady
on the other end of the line said, “President
Jimmy Carter is inviting you, along with
other newspaper editors, to Washington for
the weekend to meet with him and several of
his Cabinet members.”

Think about it! Although this was 35
years ago, you didn’t just get a telephone
call out of the blue from the president of the
United States of America. And, he was invit-
ing me to come for a visit.

It was something you might expect from
Uncle Jed of the Beverly Hillbillies out in
“Californy,” but not from the president.

Carter was a very busy man at the time.
He was dealing with the hostage crisis in
Iran, education issues across the nation,
continuing issues with Cuba and other
South American countries, civil rights, con-
tinual recovery from a recession, the
nation’s dependency on oil, high inflation
and unemployment ... just to name a few.

It humbled me to think that the president
of our country would take time away from
these national and international issues to
meet with me, and a few other newspaper
editors ... at his house.

Carter had said in his State of the Union
Address that year that he felt the nation was
stronger, wealthier, more compassionate and
freer than it was when he first took office. I
didn’t realize things had changed so much,
until I got his call. 

It was a huge honor to be invited to come
and visit.

You must realize, I was pretty busy
myself. I had to cover the Gatlinburg and
Sevierville council meetings, tourism issues
like bears getting in the garbage around
town, concerns of Great Smoky Mountains
National Park such as the annual trout fish-
ing tournament, and other issues involving
tourists..

But, I felt it was only right that I take a
few days away from my many tasks, and go
visit “Jimmy” in Washington.

First, I had to drive over to Maryville to
tell my parents the president had called,
and needed me in Washington. I then flew
out of the nearby Knoxville Airport, located
in Alcoa.

When I look back on that trip, I was prob-
ably regarded as a real “Hillbilly” or
“Hayseed,” or whatever descriptive adjective
my fellow travelers could think of. I told
them all I was traveling to Washington to
visit with the president.

I was probably even worse on the return
trip home, but more credible. I had note
pads, a pen and other keepsakes with
“White House” printed on them. For a year,
my mother used a note pad from the White
House on her telephone table.

During the visit to the White House, we
were allowed to use the WATS line to call
long distance. l called everyone I knew! Most
thought I was kidding, but it was the most
fun I’ve ever had blowing my own horn.

Although it was fun, and greatly expanded
my ego, it was also productive. 

While in Washington, we were able to
meet with several of the president’s key
advisers, and I was able to get photographs

of each. After returning to Gatlinburg, I
wrote a series of columns over the next few
weeks on issues facing the nation.

Readers of the Gatlinburg and Sevierville
newspapers didn’t even know we had issues.

With those columns from my small, twice-
a-week East Tennessee newspapers, I
earned corporate recognition.

This recognition, and memories of that
weekend, have lingered over the years, but
the note pads and the pens are gone. 

A few weeks following the Washington
trip, I received a photograph of my meeting
with Carter from the White House press
corps. 

That photograph is also well traveled. A
few years ago I journeyed with a Bradley
Central High School social studies class to
The Carter Center in Atlanta for a book
signing, and Carter signed the 1981 photo-
graph for the second time.

Carter has been recognized around the
world as perhaps the most active president
ever. After leaving office, he has repeatedly
served as a negotiator and/or mediator in a
number of critical international situations.
He has also stayed busy in the U.S., and
even helped build Habitat for Humanity
homes.

He will always be my favorite president
and if he were to ask, during this time of ill-
ness and treatment, I would be proud to
visit with him once again.

That visit to Washington in 1981 led to a
follow-up visit with another member of the
Carter family.

Carter’s brother Billy, of Billy Beer fame,
came to Gatlinburg for a visit just two weeks
after I went to Washington.

Billy was in business in Pigeon Forge, co-
owner of a museum for Elvis Presley memo-
rabilia. He called the newspaper and asked
me out for a meal, and as an opportunist, I
readily accepted. 

Billy took me to a Gatlinburg restaurant
for a steak dinner.

At the White House two weeks earlier, we
had cold cuts. Therefore, I quickly realized
who had the money in the family.  

Editorials
“Nothing you can’t spell will ever work.” 

— Will Rogers, American humorist (1879-1935)

ANNIE’S
MAILBOX

TODAY IN HISTORY

L
ast week’s revelation of
another Cleveland Police
Department officer leaving

the force during the middle of an
internal affairs investigation
points to what we’ve been saying
all along: The next chief of police
must lead with a firm hand and a
disciplinarian mindset.

The resignation of CPD Sgt.
Robert E. Bonnett, charged with
sending a nude photograph of
himself from his private cellphone
to the private cellphone of a
female subordinate, is the latest
in a series of embarrassments
that have plagued the local law
enforcement agency.

Added to this calamity is the
fact that two other officers have
filed petitions asking that discipli-
nary actions taken against them
for unrelated incidents be
reviewed by Bradley County
Chancellor Jerri Bryant.

In the case of Bonnett, the ser-
geant was being investigated
internally for the role he allegedly
played in sending the porno-
graphic image. His apparent
actions were being investigated
by his shift commander, Lt. Stacy
Smith as ordered by Interim Chief
Mark Gibson.

Gibson had already placed
Bonnett on administrative leave
for the actions reported to have
occurred on Aug. 18. As the
investigation unfolded, Bonnett
submitted his resignation last
Friday. The effective date, at
Bonnett’s request, is Aug. 29. The
administrative leave will continue,
and without pay.

In his letter of resignation,
Bonnett said he is resigning “...
due to personal issues involving
family and myself.”

His letter added, “I believe that
I can no longer work for the
Cleveland Police Department at
this time.”

According to the interim police
chief, Bonnett’s defense was that
the lude messaging was “uninten-
tional.” Nonetheless, he resigned.
Whether this was an action imply-
ing guilt or one made under the
pressure of an increased public
scrutiny is not the point. The point
is ... here’s another CPD officer
making a poor judgment at a time
when the department can least
afford this kind of bad decision-
making.

In an unrelated matter, yet one
that has captured its own share of
headlines — both in print and
broadcast — over the past few
months is the ongoing saga of Lt.
Steve Tyson and Officer Jeffery
Griggs.

Both were disciplined as the
result of an Internal Affairs inves-
tigation following an incident
between Griggs, his wife and for-
mer Police Chief Dennis Maddux.
Maddux was demoted back down
to captain after the IA investiga-
tion found him to be involved in
an apparent tryst with Griggs’
wife. Maddux later resigned from
the force before the investigation
was completed.

Griggs, who was found to be in
violation of several department
policies, was demoted from crime
scene technician to the Patrol
Division. He was also decreased
one pay grade level.

Tyson, whose involvement in
the Griggs-Maddux-Griggs inves-
tigation was more indirect, was
also found to be in violation of
departmental policies.
Subsequently, he was transferred
from Criminal Investigations
Department lieutenant to a patrol
lieutenant. A written reprimand
was also placed in his file.

In both cases, discipline was
recommended by Gibson and
imposed by Cleveland City
Manager Janice Casteel. Appeals
later by both Griggs and Tyson
were denied by Casteel ... and
this led to the petition by
Cleveland attorney James Logan
— representing both officers — to
have the cases reviewed.

The petitions claim Griggs and
Tyson were denied their due
process because Casteel — who
had authorized the original disci-
plinarian actions — had placed
herself in the administrative hear-

ing officer role. Casteel contends
she followed city charter, person-
nel rules and regulations of the
city.

In June, Logan was successful
in a similar petition to Bryant’s
court when he represented
Joshua Keller who had been dis-
missed from the Cleveland Fire
Department.

How the Griggs and Tyson peti-
tions play out will be determined
by the trained legal mind of
Chancellor Bryant. 

As for Bonnett’s resignation, it
appears final; at least, as final as
final can be when considering the
personnel, and leadership, plight
of the Cleveland Police
Department over recent years.

Of course, there’s also that
ongoing investigation of Officers
Carl Walls and Chad Nave, both
of whom were allegedly involved
in extramarital affairs. Walls was
even charged with sexual assault
in a Gatlinburg cabin, but his
accuser — Kimberly May Minor,
31 — has since been indicted by
a Bradley County grand jury with
a single count of filing a false
report.

The fates of Walls, Nave and
Minor remained in limbo as of this
writing.

So what picture is painted by
this collective of poor judgment
and bad decisions by our
Cleveland officers in blue?

It is an ugly one.
This is why the selection of

CPD’s next police chief must be
based on the law enforcement
professional who can bring the
total force under control. Such
action will require unconditional
discipline, an unwavering respect
for departmental guidelines and a
return to the uncompromising
belief that police officers are sup-
posed to be the good guys.

In short, the new police chief
must embrace a blunt and stern
approach in dealing with his offi-
cers. It reads something like: “It’s
my way or the highway. If you
can’t follow the rules, then hit the
road.”

Is it Jessie Brooks, a retiring
captain with the Tennessee
Highway Patrol, Knoxville
District?

Is it Timothy Christol, the reign-
ing chief of the Red Bank Police
Department?

Is it Gibson, the interim chief
for the Cleveland Police
Department since March 4?

Whoever is selected, it must be
a leader who won’t back down
and who will not bow to political
influence from any hidden cor-
ners of city government.

Most importantly, the selection
must be open.

Never in the chronicles of the
Cleveland Police Department has
there been a greater need for
transparency as there is now. 

Although Casteel is to be com-
mended for her insight in allowing
the community to view the final-
ists’ interviews by closed-circuit
TV in a separate room, we
believe this falls short of the real
need.

That need is up-close. That
need is personal. That need is to
have interested viewers in the
same room as the live inter-
views. Although the day would
belong to the interviewers and
candidates, there is great value
in allowing written questions
from the public.

Throughout the selection
process, transparency has been
our primary concern. It still is.
Open the room to those interest-
ed in the CPD’s future. Allow
access to those who want to see,
and to hear, for themselves. The
rules would be simple. No direct
audience participation, other than
in writing. And anyone disrupting
the proceedings would be escort-
ed from the room.

This is no time for a closed
door.

This is prime time for regaining
the people’s trust.

And right about now, there’s
nothing the Cleveland Police
Department needs more than the
support, and the trust, of the peo-
ple it serves.

Today is Wednesday, August
26, the 238th day of 2015. There
are 127 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On August 26, 1920, the 19th

Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, guaranteeing
American women’s right to vote,
was certified in effect by
Secretary of State Bainbridge
Colby.

On this date:
In 1789, France’s National

Assembly adopted its Declaration
of the Rights of Man and of the
Citizen.

In 1883, the island volcano
Krakatoa began cataclysmic
eruptions, leading to a massive
explosion the following day.

In 1939, the first televised
major league baseball games
were shown on experimental sta-
tion W2XBS: a double-header
between the Cincinnati Reds and
the Brooklyn Dodgers at Ebbets
Field. (The Reds won the first
game, 5-2, the Dodgers the sec-
ond, 6-1.)

In 1944, French Gen. Charles
de Gaulle braved the threat of
German snipers as he led a victo-
ry march in Paris, which had just
been liberated by the Allies from
Nazi occupation.

In 1958, Alaskans went to the
polls to overwhelmingly vote in
favor of statehood.

In 1964, President Lyndon B.
Johnson was nominated for a
term of office in his own right at
the Democratic National
Convention in Atlantic City, New
Jersey.

In 1968, the Democratic
National Convention opened in
Chicago.

In 1972, the summer Olympics
games opened in Munich, West
Germany.

In 1978, Cardinal Albino
Luciani of Venice was elected
pope following the death of Paul

VI. The new pontiff took the name
Pope John Paul I. (However, he
died just over a month later.)

In 1985, 13-year-old AIDS
patient Ryan White began
“attending” classes at Western
Middle School in Kokomo,
Indiana, via a telephone hook-up
at his home after school officials
had barred him from participat-
ing in person.

In 1996, Democrats opened
their 42nd national convention in
Chicago.

In 2009, authorities in
California solved the 18-year dis-
appearance of Jaycee Lee Dugard
after she appeared at a parole
office with her children and the
Antioch couple who’d kidnapped
her when she was 11.

Ten years ago: Utility crews in
South Florida scrambled to
restore power to more than 1 mil-
lion customers blacked out by
Hurricane Katrina, which contin-
ued to churn in the Gulf of
Mexico. A fire raced through a
crowded, rundown Paris apart-
ment building housing African
immigrants, killing 17 people,
mainly children.

Five years ago: The govern-
ment of Chile released a video of
the 33 miners trapped deep in a
copper mine; the men appeared
slim but healthy as they sang the
national anthem and yelled,
“Long live Chile, and long live the
miners!”

One year ago: In a speech to
the American Legion’s national
convention in Charlotte, North
Carolina, President Barack
Obama defended his administra-
tion’s response to Veterans
Affairs lapses that had delayed
health care for thousands of for-
mer service members, but con-
ceded more needed to be done to
regain their trust. Burger King
announced it would buy
Canadian restaurant chain Tim

Hortons in an $11 billion deal to
create the world’s third largest
fast-food chain.

Today’s Birthdays: Actress
Francine York is 79. Former
Homeland Security Secretary
Tom Ridge is 70. Rhythm-and-
blues singer Valerie Simpson is
70. Pop singer Bob Cowsill is 66.
Broadcast journalist Bill
Whitaker is 64. Actor Brett
Cullen is 59. NBA coach Stan Van
Gundy is 56. Jazz musician
Branford Marsalis is 55. Country
musician Jimmy Olander
(Diamond Rio) is 54. Actor Chris
Burke is 50. Actress-singer
Shirley Manson (Garbage) is 49.
Rock musician Dan Vickrey
(Counting Crowes) is 49. 

Dear Annie: Some close friends
of ours have become lazy hosts.
When we have a party at our
home, we provide the food and
other items. If we have a potluck,
each guest brings a dish and we
provide the main course and the
drinks.

For these friends, the last few
birthday parties have been at
restaurants where we paid for our
own meals. The “hosts” might
bring a cake, but the rest of us are
expected to bring a gift to the hon-
oree. 

This seems cheap to me. We
enjoy getting together, but would
appreciate a little more effort.
Otherwise, they aren’t hosting the
party at all. We are. — Not So
Social in Louisville.

Dear Not So: If you are paying
your own way, then they are not
hosting the event. However, it is
not uncommon for a bunch of
friends to get together to celebrate
someone’s birthday, in which
case, there is no host at all. We
hope they reciprocate for your
lovely home hospitality in some
other way.

———
(About the writers: Annie’s

Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please email your questions to
anniesmailbox@creators.com, or
write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd St.,
Hermosa Beach CA 90254. You
can also find Annie on Facebook at
Facebook.com/AskAnnies. To find
out more about Annie’s Mailbox
and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.)

An invitation from the president

Latest antics underline
police chief expectations
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Meeting Jimmy during a busy White House weekend
LOOKING BACK

Larry Bowers
Banner Staff Writer



Would you believe me if I tell
you about a 13-year-old boy who
wants desperately to have dinner
with his family on a regular
basis?

And when at the dinner table,
to have a conversation with
them? He also wants to have
rules set for him, and if he vio-
lates those rules, to be punished
or suffer the consequences.

Do you think such a kid
exists? I just met him.

This sweet boy I will call
“Johnny” has been living with a
foster family for over a year. He
reveled in the thought of having
dinner with the family. He smiled
as he recalled his experience of
making popcorn and watching a
movie with them, and wished
that he can do it with his real
family. And there was a look of
pride and pure joy when he
shared his report card: three A's
and a B in his academic classes,
and excellent marks in all his
conducts.

Two years ago, this boy's life
was in turmoil, his future unset-
tled and on a path of delinquency
and loneliness. He was a truant,
and his mother didn't know how
to handle him. As a single mom
with two kids, her priority is to go
to work to provide food and shel-
ter which means not spending
time with her children. There is
no structure, no schedule and no
rules.  

He would ask for things: video
games, phone or devices.
Although she couldn't afford

them, she appeased him; first
out of guilt, then out of fear
because he gets angry.  

One day, fearing for her safety,
the neighbor called the police.
Johnny was upset about some-
thing and became hostile. He was
taken away.

After a month he was allowed
to go home. But shortly after
that, Mom couldn't manage him;
and again, he was taken to foster
care. He has been living with the
same foster family for over a year
and is finally doing well.

The Division of Family and
Children Services has been
assisting in the decision of where
to place Johnny: home to his
family or stay with the foster par-
ents. As he sat waiting for his
appointment, he confided, "I
want to go home, but I'm not
ready yet.  I like where I am, but
I want my own family. I just want
to be able to talk to my mom
about my feelings, and I want to
know how she's doing. I want a
two-way conversation."

For Johnny and his mother,
the problems are beyond a rebel-
lious teenager and an inattentive
mother. It is a disconnect
between a mother and son that
started when he began attending

grade school. 
His mother is a Vietnamese

who doesn't speak English.
Johnny, Vietnamese born, can
only communicate to her in the
most basic way. 

"She spoke at me," he recalled,
and not to him. 

In her native tongue, she
would say, "Take a shower. Clean
your room. Do your homework."

As he got older and spent more
time in school, he could not con-
vey the complexity of his emo-
tions. His mother couldn't relate
to the culture and expectations
he was bringing home. Their lives
became disjointed, separated by
a chasm of misunderstanding
and different lifestyles. Their
conversation became a guessing
game. They stopped talking.
Trouble ensued.

The encounter with Johnny
haunted me. The array of prob-
lems he and his family are going
through are beyond the average
American family. But one issue
we can all relate to is his cry for
a "two-way" conversation, and,
like other teenagers, a desperate
yearning for understanding.

He delivered a profound
reminder that many parents,
including myself, keep forgetting
or dismissing: We must have a
"two-way" conversation with our
teenage children.

Oh, how relatively easy we
have it, speaking the same lan-
guage as our children. And yet
many of us have such a difficult
time communicating with them.  

As I sat by him, I realized that
I had asked him only one ques-
tion: Do you know what you want
to say to the judge? His thoughts,
his feelings and his desires
poured out as I listened. Yes, I
just listened.

Hmmm, note to self: If you lis-
ten, they will talk.

Thank you, Johnny. I wish
that you find joy in your future.
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The last time anyone could board a
passenger train in our city was the
1970s.

Passenger rail service through
Southeast Tennessee, including
Cleveland and Chattanooga, is still a
good idea, just as it always was. 

There has been some renewed dis-
cussion lately about possible passenger
rail service returning to the area some-
day.

In the 1990s the mayor of Roanoke,
Va., and I started an effort to bring
passenger service back. The proposal to
Amtrak back then was a route through
western Virginia to Bristol, and then
Knoxville, Cleveland, Chattanooga and

Atlanta. Our efforts included many
trips to Washington and meetings in
Blacksburg, Va., and Chattanooga, and
three more in Cleveland. One of those
Cleveland meetings was in November
1995 and included representatives from
Knoxville, Bristol and Roanoke.

But Amtrak needed money for equip-

ment and rolling stock. And there was
concern that passenger trains would
reduce the time those same rail routes
were available for freight service
through the region.

In recent months, however, Amtrak
announced plans to extend passenger
service from Lynchburg down to
Roanoke, Va. News reports in Virginia
indicate this service is expected in
2017. 

That news has renewed interest and
hopes here that passenger service
could return here in the future. One
idea that has been raised is Amtrak
service from Louisville, Ky., through
Bristol and Chattanooga to Atlanta.

If, or when, Amtrak comes to our
region, we want Cleveland to be includ-
ed.

Earlier this month, the Cleveland
Urban Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization discussed the latest
Amtrak news. Our MPO includes both
Bradley County Mayor D. Gary Davis
and myself as chairman as well as rep-
resentatives from the Southeast
Tennessee Human Resources Agency
and the governor's office.

Our MPO is responsible for trans-
portation planning. We unanimously
approved a resolution expressing our
concern that Cleveland be included in
any future regional passenger rail plan-

ning. The resolution asks Tennessee to
begin planning for the possibility of
expanded rail passenger service in our
state, including Cleveland.

Our city's early history is linked to
both freight and passenger rail service.
We all know that freight rail service has
always been important to our city's
economy. It still is. 

Like our neighboring cities, including
Chattanooga and Knoxville, it has now
been decades since we could board a
passenger train here and ride to other
places in our country. We still want
that service that many people remem-
ber to return. We will forge ahead in
hopes that becomes a reality.

Editorials
“The truth is always something that is told, not something that is known. If there

were no speaking or writing, there would be no truth about anything.” 
— Susan Sontag, American author and critic (1933-2004)

ANNIE’S
MAILBOX

TODAY IN HISTORY

S
ome might have cringed at
the tone, and the selected
words, in Cleveland City

Councilman Richard Banks’
tirade Monday against the contin-
ued acts of irresponsibility by a
few within the Cleveland Police
Department.

Any who might have been
taken aback should not have
been.

He spoke truth.
He spoke earnestly.
He spoke the conscience of

many within our Cleveland and
Bradley County community.

Banks’ blunt words probably
pained a lot of people — including
the many within the CPD who are
striving to maintain integrity and
honor in carrying out their jobs —
but to borrow from a wise old
adage, “... sometimes the truth
hurts.”

And sometimes, the truth
needs not only to be told but to be
heard.

During the City Council session
Monday, the truth was heard.

Banks was justified in making
his remarks, especially those con-
cerning CPD Sgt. Robert E.
Bonnett whose actions defied
common sense when he forward-
ed a nude photograph of himself
from his private cellphone to the
cellphone of a female subordinate. 

As if this action was not bad
enough, his timing was beyond
belief — right in the middle of
ongoing investigations involving
unprofessional conduct by other
CPD officers, as well as a seem-
ingly unending array of news
media coverage over the past
couple of years that has been
both unpleasant and glaringly
negative.

The severity of Bonnett’s poor
judgment was compounded even
further by the revelation that he
sent the cellphone image while
on duty.

Banks’ assessment of the act
was accurate.

He called it “stupid.” He also
charged that such antics, as well
as many more including extra-
marital affairs involving members
of the force — from patrol to past
police chiefs — have embar-
rassed the community and
brought our hometown under
increased scrutiny ... from both
the outside and inside.

“We have been showcased
and spotlighted, but I think the
general public wants to see a new
day in Cleveland as far as its
employees, in particular the
police department,” Banks was
quoted as saying in a front-page
news article in Wednesday’s edi-
tion of our newspaper.

When told by Interim Police
Chief Mark Gibson that Bonnett’s
ill-conceived message was sent
while on duty, Banks didn’t pull
his punches.

“How can anyone be so, I’ll use
the word ‘stupid,’ to do something
like that after all the turmoil that
we have been faced with?” Banks
demanded in the Council cham-
bers.

It’s a good question. It is one
we also have asked. It is one that
deserves an answer — not just in
words, but in proactive response
by CPD and municipal govern-
ment leaders.

Banks also delivered an emo-
tional outcry on the disposition of
Bonnett, that the officer should
have been fired and not allowed

to resign. Such an opinion is legit-
imate. It is one Cleveland City
Manager Janice Casteel, the
entire City Council, and present
and future CPD leaders must
ponder.

To the councilman’s credit, he
chose not to blame the interim
police chief who is one of three
finalists being considered for the
job full-time.

“Chief Gibson, I think you have
done a great job pulling the ranks
together,” Banks said. “Evidently,
there are some people who are,
for lack of a better word, stupid
about the way they allow their
employer — the city of Cleveland
— to be ridiculed and presented
in the [news]paper.”

Again, Banks’ assessment is
spot on.

When professional officers of
the law do unprofessional things,
it is a slap in the face of the com-
munity they serve — especially
when such acts continue an
embarrassing trail of misdeeds by
people who should have known
better.

We concur with the council-
man.

Frankly, we believe a word
such as “stupid” to describe these
latest acts of disgrace is an
appropriate descriptive. Our
newspaper has used the same
word in previous editorials. Likely,
it will be used again if this tide of
insensitive behavior by a few con-
tinues.

Whether or not due process
would be violated by immediate
dismissal for such “unacceptable
employee behavior,” as Banks
phrased it, we cannot say. That
query is best answered by legal
minds and government heads.

But we know this. Banks’ emo-
tional outpouring was under-
standable when he questioned
the decision to accept Bonnett’s
resignation.

“It wouldn’t happen in the busi-
ness sector,” he stated. “That
costs us money ... it costs us a
year or two to get over, and we
are worried about getting sued.
Let them sue ... I would say if you
do this to your employer, the city
of Cleveland and the good, fine
officers down there in the
Cleveland Police Department,
and you are stupid enough to do
that after all that has happened,
you get nothing. That would be
my policy.”

It is a policy on which many
would agree.

Regardless of Bonnett’s ill-con-
ceived actions, there are still two
truths at play. One, people make
bad decisions ... even those who
wear the dark blue uniform and
the honored badge of a police
officer. And two, the Cleveland
Police Department is still filled
with plenty of good men and
women — actually, outstanding
men and women — who are try-
ing to do their jobs as this com-
munity would ask.

We will introduce our readers
to some of those officers in the
editorial in Sunday’s edition of the
Cleveland Daily Banner.

We will do so because the
Cleveland Police Department —
as a whole — is still a profession-
al organization whose good work
is being tarnished by the bad
deeds of a few.

And it is those few with whom
the new chief of police — when
he takes office — must deal.

Today is Thursday, August
27, the 239th day of 2015.
There are 126 days left in the
year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On August 27, 1975, Haile
Selassie, the last emperor of
Ethiopia’s 3,000-year-old
monarchy, died in Addis Ababa
at age 83 almost a year after
being overthrown.

On this date:
In 1776, the Battle of Long

Island began during the
Revolutionary War as British
troops attacked American
forces, who ended up being
forced to retreat two days later.

In 1883, the island volcano
Krakatoa erupted with a series
of cataclysmic explosions; the
resulting tidal waves in
Indonesia’s Sunda Strait
claimed some 36,000 lives in
Java and Sumatra.

In 1908, Lyndon Baines
Johnson, the 36th president of
the United States, was born
near Stonewall, Texas.

In 1928, the Kellogg-Briand
Pact was signed in Paris, out-
lawing war and providing for the
peaceful settlement of disputes.

In 1939, the first turbojet-
powered aircraft, the Heinkel He
178, went on its first full-
fledged test flight over

Germany.
In 1949, a violent white mob

prevented an outdoor concert
headlined by Paul Robeson from
taking place near Peekskill, New
York. (The concert was held
eight days later.)

In 1957, the USS Swordfish,
the second Skate Class nuclear
submarine, was launched from
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
in Maine.

In 1962, the United States
launched the Mariner 2 space
probe, which flew past Venus in
December 1962.

In 1965, influential Swiss-
born architect Le Corbusier, 77,
died in Cap Martin, France.

In 1979, British war hero
Lord Louis Mountbatten and
three other people, including
his 14-year-old grandson
Nicholas, were killed off the
coast of Ireland in a boat explo-
sion for which the Irish
Republican Army claimed
responsibility.

In 1989, the first U.S. com-
mercial satellite rocket was
launched from Cape Canaveral,
Florida — a Delta booster carry-
ing a British communications
satellite, the Marcopolo 1.

In 2008, Barack Obama was
nominated for president by the
Democratic National
Convention in Denver.

Dear Annie: I am a 27-year-old
woman and have been verbally
invited to a few weddings this year.
For one, we were told to “save the
date” a year in advance. I never
received an actual invitation and
their wedding was last weekend.
The pictures are popping up on
Facebook. 

The second wedding, the bride
and I were close, then had a falling
out, then sort of made up and she
expressed verbally that she wanted
me to attend her wedding. I have
dinner with her every few months,
but neither of us has made a big
effort to spend more time together.
Her wedding is coming up soon.
Last month, I saw her “save the
date” photos pop up on Facebook,
but I did not receive one personal-
ly, nor have I received an invita-
tion. Am I required to attend? I
honestly don’t want to. 

The third invitation is for a cou-
ple that I am good friends with.
The groom recently texted that he
expects me to be at their wedding
in September, but I have not
received any “save the date” or
invitation yet. The bride made a
Facebook page last year and said if
people wanted to come, we should
send her our addresses. Should I
send her my address now or is it
too late? I originally thought it was
just for her family. 

Is everything done on Facebook
now? Does no one send out paper
invitations or keep a guest list?
What is my responsibility when a
person verbally expresses that I
should attend, or posts something
on Facebook saying I should “come
to the wedding”? — Invitationally
Challenged 

Dear Challenged: We can
understand your confusion. Paper
invitations are still appropriate. A
“save the date” notice is not an
invitation. A verbal expression is
not an invitation. Facebook notices
are unreliable and informal, but if
the bridal couple considers this an
invitation, you may, also. And
someone who says, “Send me your
address if you want to be invited,”
is too lazy to acquire your address
and send a personal invitation.
She expects her guests to do all of
the work. But if you want to send
her your address, even at this late
date, that is entirely up to you.
And of course, if you don’t wish to
attend a wedding, it’s perfectly OK
to RSVP with your regrets.

———
(About the writers: Annie’s

Mailbox is written by Kathy Mitchell
and Marcy Sugar, longtime editors
of the Ann Landers column. Please
email your questions to anniesmail-
box@creators.com, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators
Syndicate, 737 3rd St., Hermosa
Beach CA 90254. You can also find
Annie on Facebook at
Facebook.com/AskAnnies. To find
out more about Annie’s Mailbox
and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.)
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As a reporter who primarily covers sto-
ries related to education, there is one
question I get asked all the time: “Where
did you go to school?” 

If you had asked me that when I was a
high school junior or senior, I would have
probably told you I went to Lee University
because I was taking classes as a dual
enrollment student. 

Though Cleveland is my hometown, I
was never a Blue Raider, a Bear, a
Mustang or even a Hawk. I was home
schooled. 

While my parents got me started study-
ing at home, staying home schooled
through my senior year of high school was
partially my choice. Because it allowed me
the extra time to take college classes and
explore my career options while still in
high school, I largely have no regrets. 

When I finished high school, I also had
almost a full year’s worth of classes under
my belt at Lee University, and my college
— not just high school — transcript
showed a 3.9 GPA. 

I started a job in the field I studied in
college two months before my college grad-
uation, and I have maintained my employ-
ment at the same place for a little over
three years. 

I was never an Ivy Leaguer, but I count
myself among those who consider them-
selves successful. I honestly do not know if
my story would have been different had I
gone to a public high school, but having a
choice in the matter made me feel I was in
charge of my own education.

I’m an example of what you get when you
encourage a student to follow his or her
own path, to work hard to achieve a goal. 

I’ve heard educators and parents alike

lament the fact that some students will
just not do their homework. 

There are always students who either
don’t get the material or don’t see the point
of completing work related to the said
material.

While those who need extra help should
have that help made available to them, it is
likely most of the students who are slack-
ing off are doing so on purpose. 

Sooner or later, that slacking student
will find he or she will be put into a situa-
tion where slacking is no longer an option. 

Success has a habit of becoming more
and more elusive as the years progress. The
college and work commitments they may
experience after high school may be more
likely to put their commitment to the test. 

I am a strong believer in a student need-
ing to take personal responsibility for his
or her actions, but adults no longer in
school can play a part in encouraging them
to put in the work they need to succeed. 

There are many different paths a student
can take if given good opportunities and
the encouragement to follow them. 

The key is to help students see their
potential. 

The older I get, the more I find myself
appreciating those who have helped me
along my own path and being more recep-
tive to helping those younger than me gain

the confidence they need to prepare for
what their futures may hold. 

I am sure many readers can recall at
least one person who inspired them to
dream and pursue their goals. If not, I am
sure many have wished they had such peo-
ple in their lives. 

You have that ability. You can be that
kind of person for a student today. 

There are many opportunities for adults
to mentor students, whether they be in ele-
mentary school or already in college. 

Local organizations like the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Cleveland, Junior Achievement of
the Ocoee Region, Family Cornerstones
and local churches and Scouting groups
routinely welcome volunteers willing to give
their time to help provide activities for and
mentor children and teens. 

Adults who have already been through
the experience of going to college also have
the opportunity to mentor college-going
high school seniors through the state’s
Tennessee Promise scholarship program. 

Speaking to a local civic club recently,
10th Judicial District Chancellor Jerri S.
Bryant also stressed the importance of
older professionals mentoring younger
ones. She noted a mentor of hers encour-
aged her, giving her the confidence to run
for the office she now holds. 

“They need mentors,” Bryant said.
“That’s how I got to where I am today.” 

I encourage you to reflect back on the
challenges you faced when you were
younger and look at ways you might be
able to help today’s youth overcome the
challenges they are facing. 

There are those who like to say today’s
students are the future, but the future is
already here. 

Editorials

ANNIE’S
MAILBOX

TODAY IN HISTORY

W
ith all the negative pub-
licity surrounding the
Cleveland Police

Department over the past couple
of years, it would be sadly con-
venient for anyone on the outside
to condemn the entire agency as
one big batch of rotten apples.

Such a generalization not only
would be misguided, it would be
insulting and blatantly unfair —
and undeserved — to those on
the force who are upholding the
integrity of their badge every day
they don the familiar blue uni-
forms.

It is little wonder that many of
the “good ones” — for lack of a
better term — have not resigned
their commissions and moved on
to other opportunities because
they have tired of the stigma now
enveloping those who serve as a
CPD officer of the law, whether
as patrolman, officer or even
chief of police.

Thankfully, those who live to
serve the people of this commu-
nity — and who do it with honor
— are remaining in their posts
while conducting themselves pro-
fessionally and courteously,
whether in public or private set-
tings.

In other words, within the
Cleveland Police Department
there are still plenty of officers
who are doing their jobs — and
doing them well — in spite of the
shroud of gray that has hovered
over the department for too long
due to the poor judgment and
bad decisions of a few.

One such group, and we’re
confident there are others,
recently received letters of com-
mendation from their supervisor,
Lt. Stacy Smith. Collectively, they
are called the CPD Patrol Team
Fox. They consist of seven patrol
officers and earlier this month
their actions resulted in the cap-
ture of a man who was listed on
Bradley County’s Top 10 Most
Wanted list.

They’re not just a set of CPD
officers. Each has a name: Chris
Allen, Matt Landolt, Josh Hodge,
Don Nation, Kody Fox, Deanna
Dawson and Blair Kent.

Although one or more played
specific roles in the arrest of 32-
year-old Daniel Howard — who
had active warrants against him
— during an alleged vehicle
break-in, their supervisor chose
to commend the entire group for
assisting in the suspect’s appre-
hension.

Not only was Howard included
on the Top 10 Most Wanted for
Bradley County, he was also
being hunted by the U.S.
Marshals Service for the past six
months.

According to a news story pub-
lished on the front page of the
Aug. 20 edition of the Cleveland
Daily Banner, Patrol Team Fox
was dispatched to the area of
Highland and Brown avenues
after a caller spotted a man
inside his pickup truck. The com-
plainant also reported seeing the
suspect walk away from the
scene, headed south on Brown
Avenue.

Officer Deanna Dawson locat-
ed the suspect on Brown just
south of Willow Street. According
to CPD reports, Howard made
eye contact with the officer
before proceeding to an apart-
ment and frantically knocking on
the door. 

Dawson reportedly asked
Howard to step toward her vehicle
to explain what he was doing. The
suspect is reported to have said
he was visiting a friend. The sus-
pect had no identification on him
at the time and reportedly said his
name was Daniel Hesson.

When searched by officers, the
suspect was found to be in the
possession of several CDs, three
wallets, a smartphone, a radio
face plate and other items. While
en route to the CPD Service
Center for questioning, he gave

officers his real identity.
Dawson and the Patrol Team

Fox officers later learned of
Howard’s two active warrants,
one for parole violation and
another for theft over $10,000.
The suspect was taken to the
Bradley County Jail where he
was charged with auto burglary.

To some, it might sound like a
relatively uneventful arrest.

We are not law enforcement
professionals, but our belief is no
arrest is uneventful. While some
may be peaceful with little reac-
tion from the suspect, there is
always — always — the potential
for catastrophe.

Handguns can be concealed.
Sharp knives can be hidden. Any
blunt object can be used in a
split-second assault. All can be
lethal weapons.

These are the dangers any
police officer faces when making
an arrest. And when the suspect
is among a community’s Top 10
Most Wanted, then it is an action
by law enforcement profession-
als that has removed another
“bad guy” from the streets.

Most likely, such arrests will
have prevented another burglary
or robbery or theft in our
Cleveland and Bradley County
hometown.

Whether the officers have
snared a culprit on the Most
Wanted list or whether they have
prevented a single crime today,
and future crimes tomorrow, it is
accepted fact that law enforce-
ment professionals face potential
injury — or worse — with every
call.

CPD Public Information Officer
Evie West said it well when she
spoke of the arrest.

“Officer Dawson was proactive
in her approach to see suspi-
cious activity and inquire about
it,” West said. “In essence, a
wanted man was apprehended,
but even more importantly, stolen
property was returned.”

It is well worth mentioning CPD
detectives believe Howard was
responsible for at least 12 burgla-
ries in Bradley County.

The decision by Lt. Stacy
Smith to honor the members of
Patrol Team Fox with letters of
commendation was a good one.
These CPD officers had done
their duty. They demonstrated
professionalism at every turn and
they showed there is still good —
a lot of good — within the much
beleaguered Cleveland Police
Department.

We appreciate Smith’s willing-
ness to take this step.

“The great display of intuitive-
ness and teamwork by these offi-
cers is a great reflection of the
city of Cleveland and the
Cleveland Police Department,”
Smith said. “These fine officers
should be commended for their
efforts, as the city of Cleveland is
a safer place today as a result of
their efforts.”

We agree.
It has been said before. But let

us say it again. Judging an entire
group for the misguided antics of
a handful is wrong.

Yes, the Cleveland Police
Department has endured way too
much bad decision-making by
officers and leaders who should
have known better.

Our newspaper has been
among the loudest to demand
action through responsible lead-
ership.

Our newspaper maintains that
posture; nothing has changed.

But our newspaper also knows
this. In spite of the bad, there is
good. We ask the community to
remember this. We urge
Cleveland city and CPD officials
to right the wrongs of the past.

In the meantime, to those CPD
officers who still believe in honor,
trust and integrity ... just keep
doing your job.

We appreciate what you do.
We thank you for doing it.

Today is Sunday, August 30,
the 242nd day of 2015. There
are 123 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On August 30, 1945, U.S.
Gen. Douglas MacArthur
arrived in Japan to set up Allied
occupation headquarters.

On this date:
In 1861, Union Gen. John C.

Fremont instituted martial law
in Missouri and declared slaves
there to be free. (However,
Fremont’s emancipation order
was countermanded by
President Abraham Lincoln).

In 1862, Confederate forces
won victories against the Union
at the Second Battle of Bull Run
in Manassas, Virginia, and the
Battle of Richmond in Kentucky.

In 1905, Ty Cobb made his
major-league debut as a player
for the Detroit Tigers, hitting a
double in his first at-bat in a
game against the New York
Highlanders. (The Tigers won, 5-
3.)

In 1935, the film “Anna
Karenina,” MGM’s version of the
Tolstoy novel starring Greta
Garbo, opened in New York.

In 1954, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower signed the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, which was
intended to promote private
development of nuclear energy.

In 1963, the “Hot Line” com-
munications link between
Washington and Moscow went
into operation.

In 1967, the Senate confirmed
the appointment of Thurgood
Marshall as the first black jus-
tice on the U.S. Supreme Court.

In 1983, Guion S. Bluford Jr.
became the first black American
astronaut to travel in space as
he blasted off aboard the
Challenger.

In 1984, the space shuttle
Discovery was launched on its
inaugural flight.

In 1986, Soviet authorities
arrested Nicholas Daniloff, a
correspondent for U.S. News &
World Report, as a spy a week
after American officials arrested
Gennadiy Zakharov, a Soviet
employee of the United Nations,

on espionage charges in New
York. (Both men were later
released.)

In 1989, a federal jury in New
York found “hotel queen” Leona
Helmsley guilty of income tax
evasion, but acquitted her of
extortion. (Helmsley ended up
serving 18 months behind bars,
a month at a halfway house and
two months under house
arrest.)

In 1991, Azerbaijan declared
its independence, joining the
stampede of republics seeking
to secede from the Soviet Union.

Ten years ago: A day after
Hurricane Katrina hit, floods
were covering 80 percent of New
Orleans, looting continued to
spread and rescuers in helicop-
ters and boats picked up hun-
dreds of stranded people.

Five years ago: Vice
President Joe Biden flew into
Baghdad, where he sought to
reassure Iraq that America was
not abandoning it as the U.S.
military stepped back. An enor-
mous drill began preliminary
work on carving a half-mile
chimney through solid rock to
free 33 men trapped in a
Chilean mine. Texas-born fugi-
tive Edgar Valdez Villarreal, a
suspected drug lord known as
“the Barbie,” was arrested in
Mexico State. Seven-time Cy
Young winner Roger Clemens
pleaded not guilty in
Washington to charges of lying
to Congress about whether he’d
used steroids or human growth
hormone. (Clemens went on
trial in July 2011; however, the
case abruptly ended in a mistri-
al. He was acquitted in a retrial.)

One year ago: The U.S. mili-
tary said fighter aircraft and
unmanned drones had struck
Islamic State militants near
Iraq’s Mosul Dam. Under cover
of darkness, 40 Filipino peace-
keepers escaped their besieged
outpost in the Golan Heights
after a seven-hour gunbattle
with Syrian rebels. The St. Louis
Rams cut Michael Sam, the first
openly gay player drafted in the
NFL.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Bill

Daily is 88. Actress Elizabeth
Ashley is 76. Actor Ben Jones is
74. Cartoonist R. Crumb is 72.
Olympic gold medal skier Jean-
Claude Killy is 72. Actress Peggy
Lipton is 69. Comedian Lewis
Black is 67. Actor Timothy
Bottoms is 64. Actor David
Paymer is 61. Jazz musician
Gerald Albright is 58. Actor
Michael Chiklis is 52. Music
producer Robert Clivilles is 51.
Actress Michael Michele is 49.
Country musician Geoff
Firebaugh is 47. Country singer
Sherrie Austin is 44. Rock
singer-musician Lars
Frederiksen (Rancid) is 44.
Actress Cameron Diaz is 43.
Rock musician Leon Caffrey
(Space) is 42. TV personality
Lisa Ling is 42. Rock singer-
musician Aaron Barrett (Reel
Big Fish) is 41. Actor Michael
Gladis is 38. Rock musician
Matt Taul (Tantric; Days of the
New) is 37. Tennis player Andy
Roddick is 33. Rock musician
Ryan Ross is 29. 

Dear Annie: My son, who is 18,
finally has a girlfriend. Even
though she is a year older, they
are only children. Both are attend-
ing college, working toward their
associate’s degrees. My son has a
part-time construction job, and
because it’s seasonal, he some-
times has to work weekends. His
girlfriend doesn’t have a job but is
supposedly looking. They are both
living with me, paying nothing,
and now the girlfriend says my
son can’t work on Sundays
because he needs to go to church
with her family. This means he
loses a great deal of income.

I have set new rules for living
here: They each need to pay $50 a
week and clean up after them-
selves. OMG, the girlfriend doesn’t
like any of that. I told my son,
“Since she is telling you not to
work, I am holding you responsi-
ble for the money and the
cleanup.” 

They use my car and don’t take
care of it, and neither of them has
insurance. This is my son’s very
first girlfriend, and although I
don’t want to mess it up, I am
stressed from all the nonhelp I am
getting. What kind of guidelines
can I make? — Stressed-Out Mom 

Dear Mom: These are not “chil-
dren,” but you are allowing them
to behave that way. You can sup-
port your son while he gets his
degree, if that is your choice, but
you are under no obligation to
support his girlfriend, especially
when neither of them does any-
thing to help you around the
house. Whatever rules you set, be
prepared to stick to them, whether
it’s money for rent, cleaning and
cooking assistance in exchange for
rent, or both. If your son and his
girlfriend are unwilling to comply,
then give them a firm deadline for
moving out - perhaps into a cam-
pus dorm. We’re sorry your son
has picked a lemon as his first girl-
friend, but that is his choice and
we advise you to remain neutral. 

Finding potential in young students

CPD officers receive a
deserved commendation
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It doesn’t seem like 14 years have gone by
since that September morning.

What at first seemed like a horrible acci-
dent became a life-altering event and made
what was the normal sound of jet engines a
horrifying signal.

It was an event that captured us much
the way Pearl Harbor or the assassination of
John F. Kennedy did. And we came together.

The flags flew high, the prayers sailed
upward and the boundaries that often sepa-
rate us disappeared.

We watched astonished as those who took
up the duty to protect and to serve went
above and beyond the call of duty.

Our military has always been a source of
pride, but those days also served to remind
us of the sacrifice and honor with which our
local first reponders serve.

The acts of humanity these public ser-
vants perform are often done without the
acclaim experienced during those fall days
of 2001.

If there was anything positive to come out
of those hideous attacks, it was its ability to
give us a much greater appreciation for just
what those valiant men and women do on
an hourly and daily basis.

From a distance, it is easy to assume they
don’t do very much.

However, when the call comes, they throw
themselves into situations the average per-

son simply would not.
Who among us would suit up with more

than 30 pounds of equipment and a tank of
oxygen to run into a burning building?

Who among us would answer a call not
knowing exactly what type of person we
might face and what dangers they may
pose?

And, who among us would take on a job
knowing any call to service might mean we
never return home?

There’s a pretty good chance the answer
to those questions is, “Not many.”

But, thank goodness, there are those who
do.

Some are paid and many are volunteers
— good citizens who want to use their tal-
ents and act upon their concern for their
fellow man.

There have be 85 law enforcement deaths
in the line of duty already this year, and 59
firefighters have met the same fate. All of

them doing what most of us could not find it
in ourselves to do — place our lives on the
line to save those of others.

There are also services these men and
women provide all the time that are done
much quieter and without fanfare.

No one knows the people and the commu-
nity better than these, and many times their
knowledge of certain situations brings out
another of their qualities — their own hearts
and generosity.

The pain, anger and trauma of Sept. 11,
2001, may have faded.

But, the recognition, appreciation and
honor of those who give of themselves so
willingly on the front lines of our homes and
communities should never, ever be allowed
to diminish.

It is that thought which fuels the efforts
of the Cleveland 100 — seeking to repay in
some way that selflessness with which these
first responders of both the law enforcement
and medical fields share both their gifts and
their hearts.

They will do that tonight in a formal way
during an event at Lee University in the
midst of the nation recognizing National
First Reponders Appreciation Week.

The public they serve with such distinc-
tion would do well to make such apprecia-
tion tangible to them every week.

They deserve no less.

Editorial

ANNIE’S
MAILBOX

TODAY IN HISTORY

I
t is official. Cleveland City
Manager Janice Casteel has
named Interim Police Chief

Mark Gibson to the leadership role
full-time.

One of three finalists for the job,
Gibson served as lone survivor of
the detailed interview process that
included two equally as talented
hopefuls — Jessie Brooks, a cap-
tain for the Tennessee Highway
Patrol Knoxville District, and
Timothy Christol, current police
chief for the city of Red Bank.

As exhausting as the process
has been for municipal leaders,
and in spite of the countless front-
page headlines it has generated ...
now the real work begins.

And that work awaits a shared
partnership — the Cleveland City
Council, the city manager and
Gibson.

Here’s why.
Even as police chief, Gibson

under current circumstances can
do only so much to right the listing
Cleveland Police Department ship
that has been ravaged for the past
couple years by the poor judgment
and callous actions of a handful
within its force. 

As much as he may wish to rid
the CPD of some of its rotten
apples — either as interim chief or
now as full-time chief — Gibson
finds his hands are tied. That’s
because existing city policies
defer all authority for the dismissal
of misbehaving employees to the
city manager. At best, Gibson can
recommend disciplinary action to
the municipal leader, but it is
Casteel’s final decision.

Certainly, the city manager and
the City Council must concern
themselves with due diligence.
Alleged offenders must be
assured the right to defend them-
selves — either personally or
through legal counsel.

That is understood.
But the embarrassing actions of

some within the CPD in recent
months and years have robbed
the local police force of the pub-
lic’s trust. These are the officers —
from patrol to command staff to
the police chief position itself —
who must not only face reprimand
for proven wrongdoings, they
must be dismissed if such punish-
ment is appropriate for the mis-
deed.

For months, we have advocated
the hiring of a police chief candi-
date who demonstrates a set of
strong leadership qualities that
include, but are not limited to: A
strong sense of discipline,
unquestioned familiarity with
Tennessee law and how the
Cleveland Police Department
must comply with those expecta-
tions, communications skills at all
levels, and displaying an innate
ability to command the respect of
CPD subordinates ... from patrol
officers to command staff, and all
positions in between.

In addition, as we have said
before, the Cleveland chief of
police must be a leader possess-
ing zero tolerance for insubordina-
tion, for disrespect of departmen-
tal policy and for lackadaisical atti-
tudes in working with departmen-
tal colleagues and procedural
guidelines.

In short, the police chief must
be a stickler for detail, for operat-
ing within the framework of gover-
nance, for leaving no unanswered
questions within his police force
as to the difference between right
and wrong at both professional
and personal levels, and for
expecting only the best from his
officers night and day, on all shifts,
and under any conditions.

Casteel believes she has the
right man in Gibson. From what
we are told, most on the City
Council agree, as do police con-
sultant Larry Wallace and mem-
bers of the city manager’s selec-
tion committee who helped to pare
down the list of candidates.

Gibson’s selection also has
earned the praise of 10th Judicial
District Attorney General Steve
Crump and Bradley County Sheriff
Eric Watson.

If Gibson, who has years of
experience in law enforcement, is
truly the best man for the job, then
he deserves every opportunity to
make it work by being authorized
to implement wholesale changes
within the police force that are

good for the department, good for
city government, good for the
community and good for the
image of local law enforcement.

If this means firing some poor
performers within the force, so be
it.

If this means demoting certain
staff in order to promote height-
ened cooperation within the
department, so be it.

If this means alerting the entire
force that behavior — profession-
ally, personally and morally — is
an unconditional priority, so be it.

If this means wiping the CPD
slate clean at a grassroots level,
and starting over, so be it.

But to make all this happen, and
to take the all-important first step,
Cleveland’s new police chief must
have the authority needed for
such housecleaning. This is not an
appeal to wrench authority from
the city manager. This is a sug-
gestion for shared responsibility.

It isn’t about a hunger for power.
It is about a thirst for resolution to
the chain of controversies that
have plagued the CPD in recent
months and in years past.

We speak of immorality.
We speak of criminal activity.
We speak of substance abuse.
We speak of blatant disrespect

for the badge of honor that all CPD
officers wear, and for which all
should maintain a strong respect.

In recent days, the City Council
authorized the hiring of a Nashville
attorney — J. Gregory Grisham of
Leitner, Williams, Dooley,
Napolitan PLLC — to review a set
of municipal policies, including
changes that will affect the
employee termination and
appeals process.

The changes are being recom-
mended by Casteel who seeks to
have them approved by City
Council members. In turn, the
Council is seeking the advice of
Grisham who is said to be a spe-
cialist in such matters.

It won’t be cheap. Grisham’s fee
is reported to be about $225 an
hour. He will be paid using a budg-
et of some $10,000 from the sale
of surplus equipment.

Given such expense, we
encourage the Council to do the
right thing: Invoke policy changes
that will benefit Gibson and his
new command staff. Share the
responsibilities of discipline with
the city manager, but give the
police chief the oversight he
needs.

This review of citywide policies
isn’t just about the CPD. It is all-
encompassing because it is need-
ed throughout municipal govern-
ment. In recent editions, we have
written of numerous employees
being granted raises and back pay
because guidelines were vague or
not followed. This must stop. And
it must stop now. 

Give the department heads the
authority to handle discipline in
their departments and have
Casteel listen to appeals of disci-
plinary actions.

This eliminates the perception,
imagined or real, that she is
deciding the discipline in the
beginning and then ruling on its
justness.

This would help stop a dilemma
that disturbs us even more — the
number of CPD officers currently
on suspension pending the com-
pletion of an internal investigation,
yet who remain on the city’s pay-
roll.

Chief of Police Mark Gibson
must be given the power to lead ...
by model, by direction and by dis-
cipline.

Until the police chief can tell a
wayward officer, “You’re fired,” we
fear more of the same embarrass-
ments could plague the CPD,
especially from those few maver-
icks who try to live above the law
because of their sad disrespect for
the law.

Tens of thousands of taxpayer
dollars are being spent on an out-
side consultant and now an out-
side employment attorney. It’s
time to finish the job.

City Council members, support
your new chief of police by giving
him the tools, and the teeth, he
needs to do the job.

He is Casteel’s hire.
But just as the police chief

needs the city manager, the city
manager needs you.

Today is Wednesday,
September 23, the 266th day of
2015. There are 99 days left in
the year. Autumn arrives at 4:21
a.m. Eastern time.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Sept. 23, 1952, in what

became known as the “Checkers”
speech, Sen. Richard M. Nixon,
R-Calif., salvaged his vice-presi-
dential nomination by appearing
live on TV to refute allegations of
improper campaign fundraising.

On this date:
In 1779, during the

Revolutionary War, the American
warship Bon Homme Richard,
commanded by John Paul Jones,
defeated the HMS Serapis in bat-
tle off Yorkshire, England; how-
ever, the seriously damaged Bon
Homme Richard sank two days
later.

In 1780, British spy John
Andre was captured along with
papers revealing Benedict
Arnold’s plot to surrender West
Point to the British.

In 1806, the Lewis and Clark
expedition returned to St. Louis
more than two years after setting
out for the Pacific Northwest.

In 1846, Neptune was identi-
fied as a planet by German
astronomer Johann Gottfried
Galle.

In 1908, an apparent baserun-
ning error by Fred Merkle of the
New York Giants cost his team a
victory against the Chicago Cubs
and left the game tied 1-1. The
Cubs won a rematch and with it,
the National League pennant.

In 1939, Sigmund Freud, the
founder of psychoanalysis, died
in London at age 83.

In 1955, a jury in Sumner,
Mississippi, acquitted two white
men, Roy Bryant and J.W.
Milam, of murdering black
teenager Emmett Till. (The two
men later admitted to the crime
in an interview with Look maga-
zine.)

In 1957, nine black students
who’d entered Little Rock Central
High School in Arkansas were
forced to withdraw because of a
white mob outside.

In 1962, New York’s
Philharmonic Hall (later renamed
Avery Fisher Hall) formally
opened as the first unit of the
Lincoln Center for the Performing
Arts. “The Jetsons,” an animated
cartoon series about a Space Age
family, premiered as the ABC tel-

evision network’s first program in
color.

In 1973, former Argentine
president Juan Peron won a
landslide election victory that
returned him to power; his wife,
Isabel, was elected vice presi-
dent.

In 1987, Sen. Joseph Biden,
D-Del., withdrew from the
Democratic presidential race fol-
lowing questions about his use of
borrowed quotations and the
portrayal of his academic record.

In 1999, the Mars Climate
Orbiter apparently burned up as
it attempted to go into orbit
around the Red Planet.

Ten years ago: Hurricane
Rita, down to Category 3,
steamed toward refinery towns
along the Texas-Louisiana coast,
creating havoc even before it
arrived; levee breaks caused new
flooding in New Orleans, and 23
people were killed when a bus
carrying nursing-home evacuees
caught fire in Texas. Embattled
FDA Commissioner Lester
Crawford abruptly resigned.
Puerto Rican nationalist Filiberto
Ojeda Rios, wanted in a 1983
robbery of a Connecticut
armored truck, died during a
gunbattle with FBI agents in
Puerto Rico.

Five years ago: The U.S. dele-
gation walked out of a U.N.
speech by Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad after he
said some in the world had spec-
ulated that the U.S. staged the
September 11, 2001 attacks in
an attempt to assure Israel’s sur-
vival. Congressional Republicans
unveiled their “Pledge to
America,” a strongly worded
manifesto promising to return
government to the people. Teresa
Lewis, 41, was executed by the
state of Virginia for arranging the
killings of her husband and step-
son to collect on a $250,000
insurance policy. The children’s
show “Sesame Street” announced
it wouldn’t televise a taped seg-
ment in which the Muppet char-
acter Elmo sang with bustier-
clad pop star Katy Perry.

One year ago: In the first
international test for his climate-
change strategy, President
Barack Obama pressed world
leaders at the United Nations to
follow the United States’ lead on
the issue. The U.S. struck the al-
Qaida-linked Khorasan group

with Tomahawk missiles and
other ordnance near Aleppo in
northwestern Syria based on
fears it was planning terrorist
attacks on the U.S. and Europe.
A man wearing his work uniform
opened fire inside a UPS sorting
facility in Birmingham, Alabama,
a day after he was fired from the
company, killing two supervisors
before committing suicide.

Today’s Birthdays: Singer
Julio Iglesias is 72. Actor Paul
Petersen (TV: “The Donna Reed
Show”) is 70. Actress-singer
Mary Kay Place is 68. Rock star
Bruce Springsteen is 66. Rock
musician Leon Taylor (The
Ventures) is 60. Actress Rosalind
Chao is 58. Golfer Larry Mize is
57. Actor Jason Alexander is 56.
Actor Chi McBride is 54. Country
musician Don Herron (BR549) is
53. Actor Erik Todd Dellums is
51. Actress LisaRaye is 49.
Singer Ani DiFranco is 45. Rock
singer Sarah Bettens (K’s Choice)
is 43. Recording executive
Jermaine Dupri is 43. Actor Kip
Pardue is 39. Actor Anthony
Mackie is 37. Pop singer Erik-
Michael Estrada (TV: “Making the
Band”) is 36. Actress Aubrey
Dollar is 35. Tennis player
Melanie Oudin is 24.

Dear Annie: I took early retire-
ment and moved in with my son
and daughter-in-law in order to
help care for my five grandkids. At
the time, my daughter-in-law was
attending college and my son
asked me to move in. I help pay
the household expenses and also
do the daily work around the
house.

All my son and his wife do is
fight and makeup repeatedly.
Their constant battles make the
kids nervous. It has been horrible.
Sometimes, it turns violent and
someone gets hurt. My son con-
stantly bullies the kids, his wife
and me. I stand up to him, but my
grandchildren are too young to do
the same. 

My son came home drunk one
evening and told me to get out of
his house. He has no appreciation
for how much I contribute both
financially and physically to the
care of his home and his children.
I love my grandchildren and fear
that without my presence, perma-
nent damage will occur. I can find
another place to live, but I am con-
cerned about the grandkids. —
Out of Options 

Dear Options: If your son and
his wife are likely to hurt the chil-
dren or become drunk and abu-
sive, you need to call the police
and Child Protective Services to
investigate. You can do so anony-
mously. If the authorities find
there is a danger to the children,
then the kids will be removed from
the home. If you have already
established another place of resi-
dence, then it’s possible the chil-
dren will be placed with you or
another relative who can take
them in. In the meantime, offer to
take the kids as often as your son
is willing to let you. It will give the
parents time to cool off and de-
stress, and allow the grandchil-
dren to be in a more stable envi-
ronment. Please don’t hesitate to
put the children’s welfare first.
You may be their last line of
defense. 

———
(About the writers: Annie’s

Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please email your questions to
anniesmailbox@creators.com, or
write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd St.,
Hermosa Beach CA 90254.)

Recognizing our quiet heroes

Now is the time to give
police chief true power
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GRAVES’ 

YARD

Brian Graves
Banner 

Staff Writer


	Norton_Rick-1.pdf
	8-6 EDIT
	8-13 EDIT
	8-26 EDIT
	8-27 EDIT
	8-30 EDIT
	9-23 EDIT


