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In mid-January 2016, The Press-Sentinel in Jesup, Ga., learned that America’s second-largest 
waste-management company, Republic Services, had filed for a rail-spur permit—through 
wetlands—to serve its private landfill.  If the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers grants the permit, 
Republic would move forward with its plan to haul and dump 100 railcars (10,000 tons) per 
day of toxic coal ash.  The Press-Sentinel broke the story and has lead the community’s fight 
against the rail spur and coal ash dumping into the county’s environmentally-sensitive 
ecosystem.  Prior to a March 16 public meeting, the newspaper published a 20-page, ad-free, 
educational edition for its readers.  More than 500 people attended the meeting.  Through 
the newspaper’s efforts in raising public outcry, the Corps delayed its decision indefinitely.  
The newspaper’s owner, Dink NeSmith, has been a key leader in the rail-spur/coal-ash fight by 
 hiring a team of environmental lawyers, commissioning a special editorial cartoonist and 
writing—so far—14 columns.  Six of those personal columns are attached.  In 2016, the 
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newspaper was also the driving force in getting a new state law passed, which requires landfill 
companies to notify a community when spills occur. On May 12, he will speak to a special 
meeting of Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division, encouraging the state to tighten its 
restrictions on toxic coal ash.  NeSmith says, “We believe strong newspapers build strong 
communities.  That’s why we pump iron and ink with every edition.” 

 

 














