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It’s hard in this me-type of society to find someone who serves as a true hero. It’s even less 
common to find that type of character in those who work government positions. At least that 
seems to be the popular opinion. That’s why it was important to highlight two men — one a 
public servant and the other a volunteer — who took time to influence local children in a 
positive way. The state superintendent of schools said it best with the following quote, “We 
have 280,00 young people in our state who are counting on us as adults to do right by them. 
Our future is truly based upon what we do for our children.” Our role as a newspaper isn’t 
always to criticize or analyze. Sometimes the most influence we can wield is by lifting up the 
good in our communities to support its continuance.  
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Syndicated
Columnist

Kathleen Parker

Boot camps, not benefits

Time for
thinking
in D.C.
WASHINGTON — It is

that sane and glorious time
when the nation’s capital dis-
penses its human cargo to
places of origin and locations
of respite. 
“I don’t know why every-

one leaves,” I remarked to my
neighbor. “There’s so much
great parking.” 
There is, indeed, as well as

less traffic. With the political
contingent largely gone, the
Hill is as quiet as a morning
after and “normal” people are
dining out. 
Most awesome: One has

time to think. August, often
viewed as the end of things —
summer, vacation, camp and
children underfoot — marks
for Washingtonians the arrival
of peace. The usual, rapid
chatter becomes a low, slow
hum. Fewer sirens stab the air
and the ever-present helicop-
ters finally buzz off. 
In this near-sudden silence,

one realizes that Washington is
more often Fallujah than Paris
— a war zone where armies of
reporters, pundits and politicos
wage war with words in the-
aters of green rooms and
bunkers of makeup.
What’s that sound? Ah, ci-

cadas. Would that Washing-
ton would burrow beneath the
toil of urgent matters and keep
quiet for years at a time. Au-
gust is good for dreaming, too.
Look at me. I buried the lede

and almost forgot everyone’s
favorite part of all: Journalists
leave town, too. When the three
branches of government shutter
the windows and lock the
doors, what’s left to do? 
(The car-alarm coverage of

Donald Trump may provide a
hint.) Alas, where Trump
goes, the media go. Rumor
has it he’s heading to Iowa so
it’s off to the Hawkeye State
we go. Friday morning, “Meet
the Press’” Chuck Todd was
reporting from the Iowa State
Fairgrounds in a groundhog-
gian image of what these days
we call “authentic.” 
Look, Trump’s in town!

When he does materialize,
equal parts Liberace and P.T.
Barnum, folks will show up if
only to lay eyes on the real
McCoy. Will Trump press the
flesh? What a disgusting
thought for a reputed germa-
phobe. Will he kiss babies,
those messy little bundles of
orificial emissions?
Such are the musings of an

August morn — and a clear in-
dication my own vacation be-
gins in just a few sentences
more. For your indulgence, I
will share a secret I’ve kept
mostly to myself. It has to do
with my absence for several
months last summer and fall. 
My syndicate issued an ex-

planation to my then-500 pa-
pers that I’d had an accident
and would be taking a break to
recover. Basically, I slipped
and fell down a steep staircase
in May 2014, which resulted
in a concussion — more aptly
named a traumatic brain in-
jury — that put me out of
work and circulation. It was,
indeed, traumatic, as well as
terrifying. Thanks to months
of therapy and many helping
hands, it is over.  
My mentioning it now has

to do with two things: One, I’m
back to my old self, more or
less. My goal was to return to
two columns a week and to
reappear on news shows before
I admitted that for a long time I
didn’t know who I was. Two,
I’m about to enjoy time off that
I can consciously experience.
Last year, I had bought a book
titled “No Time to Think.”
And then suddenly I could nei-
ther read nor think. This time, I
can and shall do both. 

BELFAST, Northern Ireland
— Since his party’s impressive
election victory in May, Prime
Minister David Cameron is mov-
ing quickly to fulfill his campaign
promise to ensure welfare benefits
are no longer a way of life for
many of his fellow citizens.
Instead of open-ended bene-

fits for the unemployed, the gov-
ernment, beginning in April
2017, will require young people
between 18 and 21 who don’t
have jobs, but are collecting wel-
fare, to attend three-week “boot
camps” to prepare them for work
in a rapidly improving economy.
If they refuse, they will be denied
benefits if they are unemployed
for six months.
According to the UK Daily

Mail, “Six million Britons are
living in homes where no one has
a job and benefits are a way of
life.” In 2008 the newspaper re-
ported on families where no one
has worked for three generations.
Some are offended at the sugges-
tion they should work. One fam-
ily interviewed by the Mail
claimed the equivalent of
$50,000 a year in benefits. Jean
Thompson hasn’t worked in 40
years. She and nine other mem-
bers of her family live in a three-
bedroom house and think the
government should upgrade
them to a 10-bedroom home. In
Britain, such beneficiaries are
called “Shameless families.”
This is the bad fruit produced by
welfare addiction.
The conservative government

wants to end the cycle by making
sure the next generation doesn’t
fall into the benefits trap. In ad-

dition to boot camps, it is pro-
posing to create 3 million new
apprenticeships by 2020, which
will allow for on-the-job training.
The entitlement attitude is

also deeply rooted in the U.S.
This week, The Washington Post
reported on a New York family,
it says, makes $497,911 annu-
ally, but pays just $1,574 a
month for a three-bedroom apart-
ment subsidized by taxpayers. In
Los Angeles, reports the Post,
five people have lived in public
housing since 1974. They made
$204,784 last year, but paid only
$1,091 in rent. In Oxford, Ne-
braska, a tenant with assets of
$1.6 million last year paid $300
a month for a one-bedroom pub-
lic housing apartment.
The Department of Housing

and Urban Development won’t
evict any of these people, says
the newspaper, because “its pol-
icy doesn’t require over-income
tenants to leave, the agency’s in-
spector general found. In fact, it
encourages them to stay in public
housing.” The candidates cam-
paigning for president should be
asked about this outrageous
waste of taxpayer money and
how they plan to stop it.
When welfare reform was de-

bated in the U.S. in the mid-’90s,

opponents argued people would
starve in the streets if their bene-
fits were cut off. Welfare reform
passed a Republican Congress
and when President Clinton real-
ized a veto could not be sus-
tained, he signed it. By all
accounts, people did not starve.
Rebecca Blank, who was a

member of President Clinton’s
Council on Economic Advisers,
studied the results of welfare re-
form. An initial skeptic, she
found the welfare rolls “dropped
to their lowest level in 30 years
... incomes rose, and earnings in-
creases were larger than welfare
benefit declines. The average in-
come for single moms was
around $18,000 from the mid-
1980s through the mid-1990s.
Between 1995 and 2001, it rose
to nearly $23,000. Poverty rates
among single-mother households
fell to historically low levels by
the late 1990s.”
In other words, people found

jobs when they realized the gravy
train would no longer stop at
their door. The threat of an
empty stomach does wonders for
motivation.
The U.S. should follow the

British model and establish its
own boot camps for the unem-
ployed. Of course, jobs have to
be available and those will mate-
rialize only after burdensome
taxes are cut (bringing jobs back
from overseas and encouraging
job creation at home), unneces-
sary regulations are repealed and
the consequences of Obamacare,
which have likely led to layoffs
and people forced to take part-
time jobs, are mitigated.
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Cal Thomas

Law enforcement and the military 
Among the chief complaints of law enforce-

ment critics is that many police forces have be-
come too “militarized.” SWAT units are special
targets in that regard because they use, well, spe-
cial weapons and
tactics.
But perhaps

Ohioans troubled
by the spate of
fatal shootings by
police officers
should consider
asking the armed
forces for advice.
A board established by Gov. John Kasich is

considering ways to make needless use of violence
by law enforcement officers less common. Sug-
gestions, some already adopted by the General As-
sembly, have included better education
requirements and improved training.
Another idea, one the board is studying, is stan-

dards for when police officers and sheriffs’
deputies can use force.
All of this will help. But the bottom line — in-

dividual officers’ psychological traits — has not
received adequate attention. Is a certain officer eas-
ily rattled in stressful situations? Does another

enjoy harassing people? Is yet another given to
using his weapons even if they are not necessary?
And how can law enforcement officials tell

these things about their officers and deputies —
before someone who had no business wearing a
badge shoots a kid with a pellet gun or a driver
pulled over for not having a front license plate?
The military — especially the Army and

Marines — is reasonably good at identifying such
traits in recruits. They have to be good at it: The
success of a mission and the safety of troops may
depend upon how a single one behaves under fire.
In fact, one prized character trait in the military

— aggressiveness — is a drawback in law en-
forcement. You may not want a soldier who is
courteous, patient and understanding, but those
aren’t bad things to have in a cop. If the Pentagon
can explain to law enforcement how drill instruc-
tors identify particularly aggressive recruits, per-
haps police chiefs and sheriffs can use the
information to weed them out.
There is a difference between the military and

police, of course, and it is an excellent reason for
Kasich’s panel to talk to the Pentagon: On the
streets, deadly force should always be a last resort.

Myer can be reached at: mmyer@theintelli-
gencer.net.

Ogden
Newspapers

Mike Myer

Batman and
the Big Boss
Two superheroes visit
Randolph schools
Randolph County schools were visited

by two impressive men Wednesday: State
Superintendent of Schools Michael J. Mar-
tirano — and Batman.
Batman —or rather, a motivational

speaker dressed up as the Caped Crusader
— was there to inspire students to be good
people. But then, so was Martirano. 
The state’s top education official paid

visits to Elkins High School and Jennings
Randolph Elementary School as part of his
initiative to visit schools in all 55 counties.
Along the way he spoke to students and en-
couraged them to be the best they can be.
Martirano also spoke to adults, as the

guest speaker at the Elkins-Randolph
County Chamber of Commerce’s quarterly
meeting Wednesday, and he pointed out
how important grown-ups are to the edu-
cation of youngsters. 
“We have 280,000 young people in our

state who are counting on us as adults to do
right by them,” he said. “Our future is truly
based upon what we do for our children.”
Martirano highlighted several things he

believes are critical to achieving state edu-
cation goals. He said pre-kindergarten is
essential for all young people to “get that
head start.”
“It is a lifelong journey,” he said. “As

we move our young people through the
continuum we want them all prepared to
enter school in a very successful manner.”
He noted the common denominator of

academic success is literacy.
“Those early grade levels are spent

learning to read,” he said. “If you don’t
know how to read, how can you read to
learn?”
Martirano stressed how important it is

for students to attend classes every day,
from an early age.
“The first at-risk factor to emerge for

dropping out of school occurs at the early
elementary level and it’s attendance,” he
said. “They stop showing up for school.”
Citing the national average, Martirano

noted between 60 and 80 percent of school
dropouts spend time in a detention center.
“When young people graduate, the bet-

ter off we are as a state,” he said.
Many county educators who met Marti-

rano Wednesday were impressed by the
man who is, in effect, the Big Boss of pub-
lic education in West Virginia.
“He’s taking the time to visit our

schools and to talk with students and
staff,” Randolph County Superintendent
Pam Hewitt said. “That’s very commend-
able with the schedule he keeps and the
demands that come with that position.” 
JRES Principal Rochelle Chenoweth

said even though her students were visited
by Batman earlier in the school day, they
were equally, if not more, captivated by
Martirano.
True, he doesn’t wear a cape, or drive a

Batmobile, but Martirano’s efforts to edu-
cate our children — and the efforts made
by all our local teachers and school staff —
are definitely heroic.

Today is Friday, August 21, the 233th day
of 2015. There are 132 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On August 21, 1945, President Harry S.

Truman ended the Lend-Lease program that
had shipped some $50 billion in aid supplies
to America’s allies during World War II.
On this date:
In 1831, Nat Turner led a violent slave

rebellion in Virginia resulting in the deaths
of at least 55 white people. (He was later
executed.)
In 1858, the first of seven debates be-

tween Illinois senatorial contenders Abraham
Lincoln and Stephen Douglas took place.
In 1911, Leonardo da Vinci’s “Mona

Lisa” was stolen from the Louvre Museum
in Paris. (The painting was recovered two
years later in Italy.)
In 1940, exiled Communist revolutionary

Leon Trotsky died in a Mexican hospital
from wounds inflicted by an assassin the day
before.
In 1944, the United States, Britain, the

Soviet Union and China opened talks at
Dumbarton Oaks in Washington that helped
pave the way for establishment of the United
Nations. (The talks concluded on October 7.)
In 1959, President Dwight D. Eisenhower

signed an executive order making Hawaii the
50th state.
In 1963, martial law was declared in

South Vietnam as police and army troops
began a violent crackdown on Buddhist anti-
government protesters.
In 1972, the Republican National Con-

vention opened in Miami Beach.
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