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America in search of a cause?
“If the Cold War is over,

what’s the point of being an
American?” said Rabbit
Angstrom, the protagonist of
the John Updike novels. 

A haunting remark, since,
for 40 years, America was
largely united on the propo-
sition that our survival de-
pended upon our victory
over communism in the Cold
War. 

We had a cause then. By
and large, we stood together
through the crises in the first
decades of that Cold War —
the Berlin blockade, Stalin’s
atom bomb and the fall of
China to Mao, the Korean
War, the Hungarian revolu-
tion, the Cuban missile cri-
sis, and on into Vietnam. 

We accepted the con-
scription of our young men.
We accepted wars in Asia,
and, if need be, in Europe, to
check the Soviet Empire.

Vietnam sundered that
unity. 

By 1967, the Gene Mc-
Carthy-Robert Kennedy
wing of the Democratic
Party had broken with the
Cold War consensus. “We
have gotten over our inordi-
nate fear of communism,”
said Jimmy Carter.

The Reagan Republicans
and George H. W. Bush
would pick up the torch and
lead the nation to victory in
the last decade of that Cold
War that had been a defin-
ing cause of the American
nation. 

But when it was over in
1990, America was sud-
denly at a loss for a new
cause to live for, fight for
and, if need be, see its sons
die for.

Bush 1, after leading a
coalition that drove Saddam

Hussein out of Kuwait, de-
clared that America’s cause
would be the building of a
“New World Order.” But
few Americans bought in.

Sixteen months after his
victory parade up Constitu-
tion Avenue, after Bush had
reached 90 percent approval,
62 percent of his country’s
electorate voted to replace
him with Bill Clinton or
Ross Perot.

Clinton pursued liberal
interventionism in the
Balkans, leading to 78 days
of bombing Serbia, and he
regretted not intervening in
Rwanda to halt the genocide. 

George W. Bush prom-
ised a “humble” foreign pol-
icy. But 9/11 put an end to
that. After driving the Tal-
iban from power and Osama
Bin Laden out of
Afghanistan, he declared that
America’s new goal was pre-
venting an “axis of evil” —
Iraq, Iran, North Korea —
from acquiring nuclear
weapons. Then, Bush
marched us up to Baghdad. 

The wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq lasted years longer
and cost far more in blood
and treasure than Bush had
anticipated. 

At the peak of his pres-
tige, like Pope Urban II,
Bush declared a global cru-
sade for democracy. This
ended like many of the cru-
sades. Democratic elections

were won by Hezbollah in
Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza
and, after the Arab Spring,
the Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt.

Barack Obama promised
to end the Bush wars and
bring the troops home. And he
was rewarded with two terms
by a country that has shown
minimal enthusiasm for more
wars in the Middle East.

Obama is now openly
mocking the McCainiacs.

“Right now, if I was tak-
ing the advice of some of the
members of Congress who
holler all the time, we’d be
in, like, seven wars right
now,” he told a group of vet-
erans and Gold Star mothers
of slain U.S. soldiers.

This reluctance to begin
wars or intervene in wars —
be it in Syria, Iraq, Iran,
Ukraine — seems to com-
port with the wishes of the
country. And this new real-
ity raises serious questions.

What is America’s cause
today? What is our mission
in the world? For what end,
other than defending our cit-
izens, vital interests and cru-
cial allies, would we be
willing to send a great army
to fight — as we did in
Korea, Vietnam, Kuwait,
Iraq and Afghanistan?

Are all the global causes of
Bush I, Clinton, Bush II over?

Where is the coherence,
the consistency, of U.S. pol-
icy in the Middle East that
should cause us to draw red
lines, and fight if they are
crossed? 

If our belief in democracy
demands the ouster of the
dictator Assad in Damascus,
how can we ally with the
theocratic monarchy in
Riyadh, the Sunni king sit-

ting atop a Shiite majority in
Bahrain, and the Egyptian
general on his throne in
Cairo, who took power in a
military coup against a dem-
ocratically elected Muslim
government?

Other than supporting Is-
rael, maintaining access to
Gulf oil and resisting ISIS
and al-Qaida, upon what do
Americans agree? 

Henry Kissinger seeks a
restoration of the crumbling
strategic architecture. Neo-
cons and interventionist lib-
erals want to confront Russia
and Iran. Reluctant interven-
tionists like Obama, Donald
Trump and Bernie Sanders
think we should stay out of
other wars there. 

“When a people is di-
vided within itself about the
conduct of its foreign rela-
tions, it is unable to agree on
the determination of its true
interests,” wrote Walter
Lippmann at the climax of
World War II:

“Thus, its course in for-
eign policy depends, in
Hamilton’s words, not on re-
flection and choice but on
accident and force.”

America is a nation di-
vided, not only upon the
means we should use to attain
our ends in the world, but
upon the ends themselves.

Patrick J. Buchanan is
the author of the new book
“The Greatest Comeback:
How Richard Nixon Rose
From Defeat to Create the
New Majority.” To find out
more about Patrick
Buchanan and read features
by other Creators writers
and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Web page at
www.creators.com.

Debate surrounding the Nov. 7 vote to renew the
excess levy for Randolph County schools has reached
a fever pitch as Election Day draws near.

Both sides, in the spirit that defines the hallmarks
of American democracy, are trying to encourage voters
to either approve or reject the proposed measure, based
upon their specific position. The excess levy would
provide $2.8 million a year in additional funding for
the school district the next five fiscal years, from July
1, 2016, through July 1, 2020.

The allocation for the $2.8 million in proposed an-
nual funding, as provided by the school district is:

∫ $600,000 — support of schools;
∫ $400,000 — art, music and extracurricular sup-

port;
∫ $500,000 — work to maintain goal of 1:1 stu-

dent computer ratio and its infrastructure;
∫ $300,00 — support maintenance and training for

and within the technology infrastructure;
∫ $375,000 — preventative maintenance plan; and
∫ $625,000 — ongoing summer repairs and main-

tenance programs.
The Inter-Mountain has reported this information

many times since the special election was announced.
We have done our due diligence in keeping the public
informed.

How have we accomplished this?
We have covered the topic of the excess levy re-

newal at every public board of education meeting
where it has been on the agenda and at each of the pub-
lic forums that have been established for open debate
and public input.

“Why don’t you report both sides?” the paper has
been asked. “Are you biased?” we are grilled.

No. We are a newspaper, not a public relations firm.
We report, rather than create, the news. If an individ-
ual opposed to the levy can’t show up at a public meet-
ing to express comment, then how is that position
supposed to be represented? It’s not our role or re-
sponsibility to plant a ringer in the audience to ensure
comments are made to the satisfaction of either camp.

Prior to this week, noone opposed to the excess levy
contacted the paper about covering a public meeting he
or she set up to discuss the “no” viewpoint. Callers to
the paper questioning levy coverage, with the excep-
tion of one person, have refused to give their name or
go on record for a quote in the articles we have pro-
duced. How do you work with that? The answer is: You
can’t.

Newspapers can work with anonymous sources to
investigate solid leads. Yet, throwing mud or making
blanket negative statements that are so broad in nature
or are known to be patently false isn’t providing a news
tip.

There have been no phone numbers distributed by
the levy opposition on any materials provided, no in-
formation on the “Say No” signs to direct us to a
source, no website created and no organized meetings
by the “Say No” crowd to which the paper has been in-
vited or of which we have been informed.

Again, no one is required to do those things. How-
ever, you can’t fail to take action and then expect a
viewpoint will be represented. The Inter-Mountain has
published all levy-related letters to the editor received
to date. That is a reasonable expectation. If a letter
meets our standard criteria, it prints. Readers and letter
writers can count on that just as they can count on our
continued coverage of the levy issue.

Our role as a member of the news media is to in-
form voters there is a special election for the excess
levy’s renewal. Our job is to outline the specifics sur-
rounding the levy. Our duty is to cover public forums
that are scheduled for the specific purpose of answer-
ing questions about the levy.

Check, check and check. We have done that and
more to keep voters informed.

What we have not done and will not do is make un-
founded accusations against the school district. If a
question is warranted, we will ask it, but there has to be
basis and foundation.

Some of the “Say No” side have alleged more funds
than were legally permissible were collected in this last
levy. That’s simply not true. Neither has there been any
evidence that the monies collected have been misap-
propriated.

To make such claims — as some of the “Say No”
people have — without proof or even a basis of a lead
is irresponsible. It is the equivalent of yelling “fire” in
a crowded theater. The Inter-Mountain has refused to
be the blowtorch for incinerating levy coverage that
uses false information as the fuel.

Yes, the debate is heating up. Yes, both sides are en-
titled to their opinions. Yes, concerned citizens can ex-
ercise their rights by showing up to the poll and casting
a ballot or through early absentee voting. We hope that
happens and that the Nov. 7 election shatters all other
voter-turnout benchmarks.

The Inter-Mountain will continue to cover the fate
of the excess levy — even if we are criticized for doing
so. We also will continue to ignore blanket accusations
of wrongdoing that are without merit. When those who
are against the levy fail to exercise reasonable care to
get answers to questions - such as submitting Freedom
of Information Act requests, contacting the finance di-
rector, educating oneself about the issues — it weakens
any legitimate concerns they may express.

The same is true when The Inter-Mountain works
to provide accurate information only to have people
knowingly share false statements about the levy initia-
tive and the newspaper itself. That’s simply wrong.

Rather than fan the flames of such scare tactics —
something the “Say No” contingent has accused the
school district of doing — The Inter-Mountain has cho-
sen to extinguish rumors and untruths.

Shame on anyone who purports otherwise.

Heather Goodwin Henline
Publisher/General Manager

hhenline@theintermountain.com
Matthew A. Burdette

Executive Editor
mburdette@theintermountain.com

Brad Johnson
Managing Editor
Roger Adkins

Upshur Bureau Chief

Founded July 15, 1892

Department Managers
Business Office Manager: Robin Wilson
Advertising Director: Michelle Hammonds

Circulation Director: Mindy Bond
Press Foreman: Dave Ickes

The Inter Mountain

Levy Flap
Rumors, untruths
need extinguished

I�MThe

Syndicated
Columnist

Patrick Buchanan

Kids are just a market for drug pushers
Are the kids at Brooke

High School dope-crazed
zombies, more worried
about their next fix than the
upcoming big chemistry
test?

Of course not — and
that’s the truly scary thing
about what the Brooke
County Board of Education
did last week.

At the request of BHS
school nurse Carol Cipoletti
and with support from other
health care professionals,
board members agreed to
seek state permission to
stock Narcan at middle
schools and Brooke High.
Narcan is a brand name for
naloxone, a drug used to
treat people who have over-
dosed on heroin.

What’s upsetting is that,
as far as I know, Brooke
High students kids are pretty

typical of teenagers through-
out our area. The vast major-
ity want nothing to do with
hard drugs such as heroin.
They’re good kids.

But we’d be deluding
ourselves if we didn’t under-
stand some BHS students do
use heroin and other opioids.
And because they’re so typ-
ical, that means at least a few
teens elsewhere are using —
and quite possibly addicted
to — heroin.

School nurses aren’t
known for going off the deep

end about health care chal-
lenges. The very fact that
Cipoletti and, again, others
who understand the drug
scene, thinks it would be a
good idea to have Narcan
handy means there is a very
real possibility it will be
needed.

And read the third para-
graph again: Narcan will be
stocked at the middle
schools, too. It’s popular to
refer to high school students
as “young adults.” But mid-
dle school? That’s children.

All middle school is to
drug pushers is a big new
market for their deadly wares.
The only reason they worry
about overdosed children is
that they may bring down
more heat on the dealers.

Clearly, they’re doing a
brisk enough business that
some in our schools worry

they’ll have to add overdoses
to peanut allergies on their
list of student-related health
concerns.

Heroin — and other drugs
— have become an epidemic
in our area. Much of the stuff
comes from outside our area;
one suspects a few thugs from
Cleveland know the route to
here very well.

The cops and prosecutors
are doing all they can to shut
down the pushers. They’re
fighting a losing battle — in
part because too many local
residents tolerate the dealers.

Now they want our
children.

They want too much. 
It really is time to get se-

rious with these drug-push-
ing demons from hell.

Myer can be reached at
mmyer@theintelligencer.net.
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