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editorial

The new Legislature will 
reach its midpoint this 
week, and results so far 

have been pathetic. Beckley’s 
Register-Herald commented:

“In these difficult days, our 
Republican Legislature is 
passing bills that don’t 
amount to a hill of beans.”

Right. Conservative law-
makers have focused on let-
ting everyone carry hidden 
pistols, hurting labor unions 
and letting fundamentalists 
discriminate against gays. 
That’s a disgusting agenda.

Visitors at the Capitol must 
go through metal detectors to 
ensure that they aren’t carry-
ing loaded pistols — which 
s h o w s 
that peo-
ple under 
the gold-
en dome 
fear guns. 
Yet many 
Republi-
cans and 
D e m o -
c r a t s 
back  a 
bill to let 
n e a r l y 
a n y o n e 
wear  a 
concealed 
murder instrument without a 
permit or safety training.

As Statehouse correspon-
dent Phil Kabler noted Sun-
day, what business “would be 
attracted to the wild west 
atmosphere of unlicensed 
concealed carry of firearms”? 
National corporations may 
see West Virginia as an un-
desirable place.

Similarly, the GOP’s “reli-
gious freedom” bill has no 
purpose except to let evan-
gelicals show hostility to 
gays, without fear of breach-
ing human rights laws.

Business groups denounce 
this crude exercise in preju-
dice. (In some other states, 
“religious freedom” laws also 

let pious employers refuse to 
let their insurance plans pro-
vide birth control for female 
workers — but that issue 
hasn’t yet arisen in the Moun-
tain State.)

Damaging unions is a stan-
dard GOP goal. If right-wing 
lawmakers override a veto 
and make West Virginia a 
“right-to-work” state, the fu-
ture probably will see a re-
duction in wages — not just 
for union members but also 
for other hourly workers. 
That has been the experience 
in some states.

While this far-right on-
slaught is occurring, lawmak-
ers are doing little about real 

problems. 
S e n . 
M i k e 
Woelfel, 
D-Cabell, 
protested 
that no 
solution 
is being 
o f f e r e d 
for “the 
horr i f ic 
c o n d i -
tions of 
o u r 
roads,” or 
for the 

$120 million shortfall in PeIA 
medical insurance, or for 
tragic opioid addiction that 
kills more West Virginians 
than residents of any other 
state.

here’s a real need: The 
state’s cigarette tax should be 
raised sharply to provide 
$100 million extra revenue 
and also save thousands of 
teens from becoming hooked 
on deadly nicotine. Will GOP 
legislators do anything?

By law, they must pass a 
balanced budget. how will 
they solve the enormous gap 
between current revenue and 
glaring needs?

So far, the Legislature is 
doing more harm than good.

Legislature
Sorry session

“Silently, like thoughts that come and go, 
the snowflakes fall, each one a gem.”

_______

William Hamilton Gibson 
American illustrator, author, naturalist

(1850-1896)

“If history repeats itself, and the 
unexpected always happens, how in-
capable must we be of learning from 
experience?” — George Bernard 
Shaw

The expansion of liberty 
through inclusion has been one 
of the most consistent factors in 

the American experience. My posi-
tive spin on Amer-
ican exceptional-
ism is that it in-
volves the ever ex-
panding inclusion 
into the American 
experience for 
once excluded 
groups. 

The recent Su-
preme Court deci-
sion recognizing 
basic human 

rights for the LGBT community has 
caused many localities to attempt to 
push back on this newly recognized 
constitutional protection. We are see-
ing a repeat of the kind of history 
from which we should have learned.

For instance, the West Virginia 
house Judiciary Committee recently 
approved house Bill 4012 dubbed 
“The West Virginia Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act.” This law, if 
ultimately passed, will potentially al-
low people to discriminate against 
members of the LGBT community 
under the guise of religious liberty.

The Religious Freedom Resto-
ration Act has resulted in fierce op-
position from civil rights advocates 
and the business community. Many 
in the business community have rec-
ognized this bill has the potential to 
negatively affect our business cli-
mate. Businesses such as the West 
Virginia Cable Telecommunications 
Association, AT&T, embassy Suites, 
Charleston Marriott Town Center 
and Generation West Virginia have 
all decried the potential passage of 
this legislation. The negative nation-
al perception that West Virginia is 
not diversity friendly would be en-
hanced by the passage of this legis-
lation.

Unfortunately, as Shaw’s quote 
suggests, we continually fail to learn 
from our past experiences. Through-
out American history there has al-
ways been a retrenchment whenever 
the expansion of liberty included 
new constituencies. This retrench-
ment became apparent after wom-
en’s suffrage successes and immigra-
tion progress in the 1920s, the civil 
rights gains of the 1950s and ’60s 
and voter registration obstruction af-
ter the election of our current presi-
dent.

The most stark and tragic exam-
ple of backlash following an expan-
sion of liberty occurred after the 
Civil War. After the 1865 defeat of 
the secessionist south, the 13th, 
14th, and 15th amendments to the 

W.Va. must not retrench 
after every advancement
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Constitution as well as congressional 
civil rights laws were passed abol-
ishing slavery and providing protec-
tions for the newly freed slaves. Af-
ter these new protections were 
granted, restrictive laws, known as 
“Black Codes,” were passed in the 
South to hamper the progress of the 
former slaves,

For instance, under these Black 
Codes African-Americans without 
proof of employment faced charges 
and fines for vagrancy. Since most 
blacks in the South had recently 
been unpaid slaves and were often 
not employed with virtually no as-
sets, few had the resources to pay 
these fines. Those arrested and con-
victed under the Black Codes could 
be, and often were, forced to work 
on plantations. For many, this was a 
reinstitution of slavery. 

Importantly, these restrictive codes 

did not enhance the Southern states’ 
recovery from the Civil War. Actual-
ly, these types of restrictive laws 
caused many to leave the Southern 
states at a time when there was a 
great need for diverse ideas on how 
to enhance the economic develop-
ment of this war-torn region. Many 
of the most capable people left and 
the loss of brain and labor power 
became a drain on the economic re-
covery of the area. 

West Virginia is unquestionably in 
an economic predicament. While 
some have misguidedly attempted to 
blame the Obama administration for 
our woes, particularly in the coal in-
dustry, any reasonable person 
should admit that our economic is-
sues have developed over a long pe-
riod of time. This includes the de-
mise of “sunset” industries like the 
state’s chemical, glass and steel in-

dustries and a coal industry that is 
not close to being nor will ever be 
the employer it once was. 

West Virginia’s commercial suc-
cess for the 21st century will include 
the growth of industries such as 
tourism, hospitality and technology. 
Our Mountain State must signal that 
we are open and inviting to diverse 
constituencies. West Virginia is one 
of the least-diverse states in the na-
tion and we continue to lose an 
alarming amount of our population 
on an annual basis. every signal we 
send will be closely scrutinized by 
the nation and world as to whether 
our state is a positive place to live.

The First Amendment protection 
for the freedom of religion is one of 
the strongest and most cherished 
notions of our ordered liberty. how-
ever, freedom of religion should nev-
er be used as a pretense to discrimi-
nate. We do not need to “restore” 
our freedom of religion because it 
has not been lost.

As Shaw also said, “We are made 
wise not (just) by the recollection of 
our past, but by the responsibility 
for our future.” Our future in West 
Virginia depends on learning from 
the past and presenting a positive 
example of inclusive excellence.

David M. Fryson, a lawyer, pastor  
and vice president for diversity, equity and  

inclusion for West Virginia University,  
is a Gazette contributing columnist.

DAVID FRYSON

letterS

Conservative lawmakers 
have focused on letting 
everyone carry hidden 
pistols, hurting labor 
unions and letting 
fundamentalists 

discriminate against 
gays. 
_______

Religious Freedom act 
a ‘restoration’ of discrimination
Editor:

I have been an ordained minister 
since 1975. The Religious Freedom Res-
toration Act has nothing to do with reli-
gious freedom and everything to do with 
discrimination. 

In our democracy, religious freedom is 
the freedom to worship (or not) accord-
ing to your choice and your conscience. 
This means that the state cannot dictate 
how to conduct any denomination’s or re-
ligion’s worship service, nor what may be 
said during worship services, nor how 
you choose to worship, whether it be in a 
grand cathedral, your humble home or 
any place of worship in between. 

No “restoration” to freely worship is 
needed because nothing has been taken 
away. The First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution has not changed. 

For those who need to discriminate to 
practice their religion, they may freely do 
that within their places of worship. Busi-
nesses, which are open to the public, are 
not free to discriminate. Business owners 
could choose to practice their religion 
based on their answer to the question: 
“Who is my neighbor?” as found in the sto-
ry of The Good Samaritan, and the teach-
ing from hebrews 13:2 “Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for some 
have thereby entertained angels unaware.” 

As a member of a multiracial family, I 
am all too aware that the statements being 
made today by people who use religion to 
discriminate against others because of their 

sexual orientation are the same kind of 
statements used by people to discriminate 
against others based on the color, or per-
ceived color, of their skin a generation ago. 
It was wrong then. It is wrong now.

the Rev. Dr. Rose Edington 
(Unitarian Universalist)

Charleston
 

W.Va. politicians need to get out 
of their constituents’ way

Editor: 
West Virginia politicians have forgot-

ten about the average citizen. They’ve 
forgotten that we have families to feed 
and bills to pay. They forget this state 
was tamed by hardworking folks.

Our seal proudly shows a farmer and a 
miner, and we are rapidly losing both. The 
coal industry is dying. Coal has paid many 
families’ bills. Now, many miners are out of 
work, with no real job prospects. They ar-
en’t being picky; there’s nothing out there! 

how are they to feed their families or 
pay for their children’s educations? Poli-
ticians don’t care.

Farmers are being told they can’t sell 
their goods. Farmers are dumping fresh 
milk because it’s illegal to sell. The cot-
tage food industry flourishes in neigh-
boring states but, once again, West Vir-
ginia is behind the times. Our farmers 
watch people drive across state lines and 
spend West Virginia dollars.

Our great-grandparents would be dis-
appointed in what we’ve become. We 
once were a people defined by their 
hard work. Now, we are one of the 
poorest states in the nation. You cannot 

make it impossible for people to make a 
living, and then call them freeloaders. If 
politicians want people to make their 
own way, then they need to get out of it.

Kalyn Roberts
Buckhannon

‘Right-to-work’ legislation 
just a way to kill labor unions

Editor:   
Republicans in the West Virginia Leg-

islature are using the “right-to-work” 
battle as a way to punish unions for tra-
ditionally supporting Democratic candi-
dates. There is no other rational expla-
nation for advocating legislation that will 
lessen the wages of workers and poten-
tially remove workplace safety measures. 

By allowing workers to opt out of pay-
ing union dues but still receiving the 
benefit of a collectively bargained wage, 
a free-rider problem will be created. 

Presumably, fewer workers will pay dues 
to the union, and the lack of dues will 
weaken the union’s ability to provide bene-
fits to its workers in the form of better 
wages, workplace safety, health care and 
pensions. Republicans are advocating a sys-
tem that allows people to get something for 
nothing. If this were welfare, Bill Cole and 
company would be pulling their hair out, 
screaming about personal responsibility. 
The Republicans have their orders from 
ALeC, and it’s open season on West Vir-
ginia workers and their families. 

P.E. mcClanahan
Nitro
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On Thursday, the 
house of delegates vot-
ed 72-26 to give funda-

mentalists “religious freedom” 
to display cruelty to gays and 
possibly others. If right-wing 
legislators of any party over-
ride a veto and put this odi-
ous measure into law, the 
M o u n t a i n 
state will be 
ridiculed na-
tionally.

Expensive 
lawsuits will 
result.

Business 
will suffer.

a majority 
in the house 
of delegates 
don’t seem to care. The bill 
(hB 4012) would establish a 
legal process to determine if a 
person’s religious beliefs are 
being violated when they do 
their jobs. Individuals and busi-
nesses could argue that civil 
rights laws, including local 
nondiscrimination ordinances, 
violate their religious beliefs.

The motivation seems to 
come from individuals who 
want to be free to refuse to 
serve homosexuals, but we 
wonder where such discrimi-
nation would stop. Would 
individuals be free to refuse 
to offer medical treatment or 
police protection to those of 
whom they disapprove? how 
about other groups — mixed 
race couples, unmarried cou-
ples?

This Legislature seems to 
want to encourage the desire 
to discriminate and to prose-
lytize on the job. a sad exam-
ple of this cruelty happened 
in Gilmer County, where two 
gay women applied for a 
marriage license — as al-
lowed under federal court 
and supreme Court rulings. 
The couple brought relatives 
with cameras for the happy 
occasion. But a clerk, instead 
of just doing her job, de-
nounced the couple as an 
“abomination.” The clerk told 
reporter Erin Beck that she 
felt “God was standing with 
me” as she berated the couple 
in front of family members.

The Gilmer episode is a per-
fect illustration of what the 
Legislature’s “religious free-
dom” bill wants to accomplish. 
It would make prejudice a le-
gal right.

seven West Virginia cities 
— Charleston, huntington, 

Morgantown, Lewisburg, ath-
ens, harpers Ferry and tiny 
Thurmond in Fayette County 
— commendably passed mu-
nicipal laws protecting gays 
from discrimination. a state 
law would void those.

If this bill becomes law, it 
will be a costly step backward.

Last year, 
Indiana lost 
$60 million 
worth of 
convention 
revenues be-
cause it ad-
opted a sim-
ilar gay-hat-
ing law. an-
gie’s List 
had planned 

a $40 million expansion of its 
headquarters there, expected 
to generate 1,000 more jobs 
over five years. The company 
canceled the plans and cited 
Indiana’s “religious freedom” 
law as the reason.

so what of West Virginians 
trying to make a living? What 
does this mean for cities that 
draw conventions and visitors, 
such as Charleston, hunting-
ton or the Greenbrier in White 
sulphur springs? and what of 
the related businesses that 
benefit from the traffic they 
generate, such as hotels, 
restaurants and shops? and 
what of the suppliers and pro-
fessionals that serve those cli-
ents? and any new wave of 
modern industry that might 
choose beautiful West Virginia 
in the future?

If legislators had bought an 
Interstate billboard across the 
state line that said “don’t come 
here,” they have could not 
have gotten the message 
across more clearly.

We commend those 26 dele-
gates who had the sense to 
vote against this bill. 

They are democrats: an-
drew Byrd, Mike Caputo, 
Michael T. Ferro, Barbara 
Evans Fleischauer, shawn 
Fluharty, nancy Peoples 
Guthrie, William G. hartman, 
sean hornbuckle, Linda 
Longstreth, Tim Manchin, 
Tim Miley, Clif Moore, Jim 
Morgan, don Perdue, david 
Pethtel, Mike Pushkin, Larry 
r. rowe, stephen skinner, 
Isaac sponaugle and Patsy 
samuel Trecost II; and re-
publicans John B. McCuskey, 
Chris stansbury, Erikka 
storch, amy summers, ryan 
Weld and Brad White.

Closed minds
Not open for business

WASHINGTON — The conservatism 
that has dominated the republi-
can Party for decades is in cri-

sis. Capitalism has lost its allure among 
a large swath of young americans. and 
the Clinton and Bush brands are yester-

day’s products in des-
perate need of reno-
vation. 

These are, admit-
tedly, large conclu-
sions to draw from 
one contest in one 
small new England 
state. But politicians 
and Wall street would 
be foolish to ignore 
new hampshire’s 
shock waves.

donald Trump’s success combined 
with Marco rubio’s fade reflects the im-
plosion of any sort of republican estab-
lishment. For decades, party leaders ran 
a con game with their party’s work-
ing-class supporters. They gave verbal 
respect to social and religious conserva-
tism and, throughout President Obama’s 
time in office, channeled every sort of 
resentment. But they delivered little of 
concrete benefit to these voters.

The voters noticed, and along came 
Trump.

Trump does not engage in the dainty 
dance that is the stock-in-trade of a re-
publican establishment that shifts effort-
lessly from backlash politics to high-
toned rhetoric. Trump’s stream-of-con-
sciousness soliloquies invoke national-
ism, tough talk on trade and a harsh 
and sometimes racist response to immi-
gration. he roars the anger of his sup-
porters, unapologetically.

The network exit poll defined his 
base: Trump won 46 percent of the bal-
lots cast by those without college educa-
tions — those hurting most in our econ-

omy — but only 23 percent among 
those with postgraduate degrees. Trump 
has exposed the no-longer-hidden inju-
ries of class.

as for rubio, his third place showing 
in Iowa led both party and conservative 
movement leaders to coalesce quietly be-
hind him as the man who could stop 
both Trump and Ted Cruz. The Texas 
senator gives unambiguous voice to the 
tea-party and Christian conservative sen-
timents. his third-place new hampshire 
finish after his Iowa victory allows him 
to pivot smartly to more hospitable terri-
tory in the south.

rubio tried to ape the anger of Trump 
and Cruz after first presenting himself as 
an avatar of hope and optimism. The 
two-step didn’t work, and its canned 
quality was exposed, witheringly, by 
Chris Christie in the final pre-primary 
debate. Voters turned away.

One beneficiary of rubio’s travails 
is Jeb Bush, who seems well placed to 
compete in the next battle in south 
Carolina. But it shows how far the 
Bush brand has fallen that the former 
Florida governor had to count a 
fourth-place finish with 11 percent of 
the vote as a victory.

Voters opposed to Trump turned out 
to be just as interested in authenticity as 
those who supported him. This, along 
with a lot of hard work, gave John Ka-
sich his second-place finish and the right 
to move forward. If Trump offered ex-
tremism, Kasich — whose views are ac-
tually quite conservative — campaigned 
on moderation. If Trump offered anger 
and harshness, the Ohio governor spoke 
of unity and healing. In a very different 
key, Kasich was running as much 
against the two-faced practice of Wash-
ington republicans as Trump was.

republican chaos is good news for 
democrats, but they face their own cri-

sis. Bernie sanders’ victory did not sur-
prise hillary Clinton’s lieutenants, but his 
margin did, and so did the astonishing 
size of the party’s generation gap: sand-
ers won 83 percent of the ballots cast by 
voters under 30, and 66 percent among 
those aged 30 to 44. Clinton carried only 
the 65-and-overs.

These younger voters have known 
capitalism at its worst and were more 
turned on than turned off by sanders’ 
democratic socialism. Where Clinton was 
old news to a new generation, a 74-year-
old Washington warhorse emerged as a 
novel voice of authentic protest against 
the corruptions and injustices of tradi-
tional politics.

Clinton is well-known for being at her 
best when her political fortunes seem 
darkest, and the coming contests will be 
fought in less homogeneously white 
states that are more congenial to her 
candidacy. she can still prevail, and 
probably will. 

But a woman who can be charm-
ing and engaging outside the context 
of politics has offered neither a crisp 
explanation for why she’s running 
nor a persuasive answer to those 
who see her as untrustworthy. and 
her burden is formidable: she must 
readjust her candidacy without seem-
ing to be contriving a new personali-
ty for new circumstances.

as for the elites generally, the elector-
ate’s attitude can be captured by an ob-
servation many years ago from the polit-
ical theorist William Connolly. In another 
time of discontent, Connolly noted that 
“vulnerable constituencies did not need 
too much political coaxing to bite the 
hand that had slapped them in the face.” 
Many voters feel slapped around. On 
Tuesday, they bit back, hard.

E.J. Dionne is a columnist  
for The Washington Post.

New Hampshire spanks the elites

ThErE’s COnCErn across the 
political spectrum about how to 
get more people into the work-

force. For good reason. Our partici-
pation rate of around 53 percent is 
lowest in the country and below the 

u.s. average of 
around 63 percent. 
That brings our 
numbers down 
when it comes to 
income and pro-
ductivity.

There are sever-
al proposals to ad-
dress this. some 
have evidence to 
back them up. 
Others are likely 

to be counterproductive.
One that could do more harm 

than good unless we get it right has 
to do with the snaP (supplemental 
nutrition assistance Program) or 
food stamp program.

Proposals are circulating in the 
Legislature and administration to im-
pose 20-hour weekly work require-
ments for able-bodied adults without 
dependents aged 18 to 50. Those who 
don’t would only be eligible for bene-
fits in three months of a three-year 
period.  

The administration has already im-
plemented a pilot in nine counties 
based on this concept, although it al-
lows for exemptions for recipients 

who  have mental or physical disabili-
ties, etc.

Work requirements sound good. 
We’d all be better off if more were 
working, earning money and paying 
taxes. But a ham-fisted approach 
could not only hurt low-wage workers 
but local businesses and charities as 
well. and it could even kill more jobs.

according to Metro news, there 
are nearly 90,000 such adults in this 
group statewide. Many are already 
working but can’t get 20 hours or 
more per week. They’re already sub-
ject to basic work requirements 
which include being registered for 
work, participating in snaP educa-
tion and training as required, accept-
ing suitable employment if offered, 
and not voluntarily reducing work 
hours below 30 per week (although 
the degree to which these have been 
implemented here isn’t clear). 

still others in this group are seek-
ing work but haven’t found it. Jobs 
are scarce, particularly in areas hard 
hit by the decline of coal. We have 
the highest unemployment rate in the 
country and 39,000 fewer jobs than 
before the recession.

a 20-hour weekly average work 
requirement would be great if the 
department of health and human 
resources could guarantee job or 
volunteer placement, workfare or 
training and if it gave adequate 
supportive services when needed 

Tough work rules for 
benefits may cost us
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such as transportation assistance. 
and if it had the ability to do case 
management and exempt people 
not suited for employment.

unfortunately, as of now it can’t 
and doesn’t. Before we move in that 
direction, we need to make sure the 
infrastructure is in place.

Even in these polarized times, con-
servatives and progressives have 
found common ground on this. a re-
cent report jointly produced by the 
Brookings Institution and the conser-
vative american Enterprise Institute 
argued that “if we require more work 
as a condition of receiving public 
benefits, we should support policies 
expanding work availability to those 
who need it, especially during eco-
nomic downturns or in depressed re-
gions of the country.”

“depressed regions of the country” 
… that would be us.

If we don’t do this right, tens of 
thousands of people — despite their 
best efforts — are likely to be cut off. 
In Maine, for example, 80 percent 
lost benefits.

These are people with very low in-
comes. Over 80 percent are below 
half of the poverty line. They don’t 
qualify for TanF or disability bene-
fits. snaP benefits for such people 
averaged $143 per month in 2015.

Try living on that.
If cutoffs come, businesses would 

lose. snaP benefits don’t gather dust. 
They’re spent right away in conve-
nience stores, groceries, big-box re-
tailers and farmers markets. This sup-
ports jobs for local workers. accord-
ing to the usda, every $5 in snaP 

benefits generates as much as $9 of 
economic activity. Further, this boost 
to West Virginia’s economy doesn’t 
come out of the state budget; snaP 
is a federal program that also sup-
ports farms and agri-businesses. 

state food pantries, soup kitchens 
and local charities often operated by 
our faith communities are already 
stretched to the limit and won’t be 
able to take up the slack.

Worse, all this could actually result 
in fewer jobs due to the millions 
we’re taking out of the economy.

Let’s do the math: if only half as 
large a percentage lose benefits as in 
rural Maine, we’re talking about tak-
ing around $62 million per year away 
from local businesses and economies 
every year (36,000 people x $143 per 
month x 12 months). That’s enough 
to pay for nearly 3,400 full-time, 40-
hour per week retail jobs at the state 
minimum wage of $8.75. 

Bottom line: if we get this wrong, it 
would hurt local businesses, charities 
and low wage workers trying their 
best to get by. nobody wins. We need 
to take the time to get it right and 
find solutions that work for everyone.

Rick Wilson, director of the American Friends 
Service Committee’s Economic Justice Project,  

is a Gazette contributing columnist.

E.J. DIONNE

RICK WILSON

This Legislature seems 
to want to encourage 

the desire to 
discriminate and to 

proselytize on the job.
_______
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Day after day, republi-
cans who control the 
Legislature, along with 

some conservative Demo-
crats, push law changes that 
make West Virginia seem 
backward and repressive. 
People who ran for office 
saying they would draw busi-
ness to the Mountain State 
are doing the opposite.

thursday, 
the House 
voted for “re-
ligious free-
dom” (trans-
lation: let 
people inflict 
prejudice on 
gays, in vio-
lation of hu-
man rights 
laws). With 
this odious 
measure, the 
M o u n t a i n 
State will be 
ridiculed as a 
b i g o t e d 
place. Most 
b u s i n e s s 
groups de-
nounce this 
p l a n ,  o n 
grounds that 
it may cause corporations and 
conventions to shun West 
Virginia.

another dubious conserva-
tive action that will cost West 
Virginians jobs is an attempt 
to repeal math, reading and 
science standards — a com-
plex list of what is required 
to be taught in public schools. 
(that includes, by the way, a 
science standard that says 
fossil fuels spur global warm-
ing. that effort is led by Del-
egate Jim Butler, r-Mason, 
who doubts that coal-burning 
causes a greenhouse layer in 
the sky.)

Why on earth do right-wing 
lawmakers want to “dumb 
down” West Virginia schools 
and return to less up-to-date, 

less competitive require-
ments?

Conservatives also want to 
let everyone carry a hidden 
pistol with no permit or safe-
ty training — another change 
that would make West Virgin-
ia less safe, less hospitable 
and more repellent to poten-
tial employers.

further, House republicans 
want to force 
West Virgin-
ians to show 
a photo iden-
t i f i c a t i o n 
card before 
voting. this 
is part of a 
national GOP 
attempt to 
obstruct vot-
i n g  b y 
low-income 
folks, college 
s t u d e n t s , 
blacks and 
Hispanics , 
people who 
tend to lack 
a govern-
ment ID and 
who tend to 
vote Demo-
cratic. Only 

one-third of eligible West 
Virginians voted in the last 
election. this bill would drive 
the ratio lower.

Meanwhile, lawmakers are 
doing little about real issues. 
Gov. tomblin complained that 
no progress is being made 
toward closing an $820 mil-
lion shortage in the current 
state budget and next year’s. 
tomblin said his proposal for 
a 45-cent boost in the state 
cigarette tax would generate 
more than $70 million reve-
nue (and also save thousands 
of teens from deadly nicotine 
addiction), but nothing is 
happening.

So far, the 2016 Legislature 
is hurting West Virginia more 
than helping.

Dismal
GOP results

It WILL soon be 12 years since I 
suffered a heart attack and under-
went emergency surgery. although 

I’m doing well now, many people were 
surprised at the time — I had seeming-
ly healthy parents who were in their 
mid-80s, I wasn’t overweight, and had 

never smoked. yet, 
what I hadn’t done 
(even though I’m a 
physician) is pay 
enough attention to 
my blood pressure, 
and it was consis-
tently too high.

More than 70 mil-
lion americans and 
nearly 500,000 West 
Virginians now have 
hypertension (the 

medical term for high blood pressure). 
In fact, in the last decade, the number 
of hypertension-related deaths in the 
U.S. increased by 66 percent. When 
you weigh too much or smoke, it’s 
quite apparent to you and your family, 
but that’s not the case with an elevated 
blood pressure. It is estimated that at 
least 20 percent of those affected don’t 
know it and many more simply ignore 
it, primarily because they have no 
symptoms. realistically, it causes just 
as much harm as diabetes, but gets 

much less attention.
Because the number of West Virgin-

ians with health insurance has greatly 
increased, it’s now much more likely 
that they can easily have their blood 
pressure checked. yet, even if you 
don’t have insurance or a doctor, you 
can still have it done at the health de-
partment or by using an inexpensive 
device at home. remember, though, 
that a single measurement is not 
enough. It should be taken at different 
times of the day, which is easier when 
you measure it yourself, and there 
should be some consistency before as-
suming what the true level is.

although some recent studies have 
again raised the question about just 
what constitutes high blood pressure, a 
good rule of thumb is that it should be 
treated if it is above 140/90 or, if you 
are 60 or over, 150/90.

Looking back, even though I did 
have a family history, I thought I felt 
fine, was just too busy, and simply 
overlooked the results of this easily 
performed health assessment. My be-
havior since then has definitely 
changed.

If your blood pressure is just a little 
above normal, then exercising, reliev-
ing stress, or losing a few pounds may 
be enough, but today we are fortunate 
to have many safe and effective blood 

pressure-lowering drug options, most 
of which are inexpensive. you need a 
health care provider to have these pre-
scribed, but if you do not have insur-
ance, in Charleston you can always go 
to Healthright or the WVU Clinics and 
they will find an appropriate medica-
tion you can afford. then it is up to 
you to obtain the medicine and take it 
as directed.

It’s easy to be overwhelmed by try-
ing to understand some of the conflict-
ing recommendations about the me-
chanics of taking a blood pressure, 
how high it has to be to cause con-
cern, and which medications will work 
best. It’s safe to say that worrying 
about all this will itself raise your 
blood pressure.

you’re better off just trying to make 
it as simple as possible. first, get a 
reading that you trust. then, if it stays 
high, work on making the appropriate 
lifestyle changes and, if necessary, 
have a prescription filled for the sug-
gested medicine. finally, be diligent 
about taking it. Speaking from experi-
ence, not only will you feel better than 
before, but you will also dramatically 
reduce your risk of a heart attack and 
stroke. Believe me, your family will ap-
preciate it as well.

Dan Foster is a Charleston surgeon, former state 
senator and a Gazette contributing columnist.

High blood pressure,  
the overlooked predator

 to Maya 
Nye, formerly 
of the Kanawha 
Valley, now of 
Morgantown, 
who was the 

only one to speak in federal 
court for victims of the 2014 
freedom Industries chemi-
cal spill and who shared the 
limited scientific knowledge 
of the chemical’s effects 
with the judge.

to U.S. Dis-
t r i c t  J u d g e 
thomas John-
ston, who keeps 
saying the for-
mer freedom 

Industries officials who 
pleaded guilty to crimes are 
“hardly criminals” and who 
has seemed uninterested in 
hearing how the 2014 chem-
ical spill harmed people.

to WVU as-
t r o p h y s i c i s t 
Sean McWil-
liams, part of a 
research team 

that used ultra-long detec-
tors in Louisiana and Wash-
ington state to find gravity 
waves first predicted by 
albert einstein a century 
ago.

to 31 brave 
West Virginia 
delegates — 20 
Democrats and 
11 republicans 
— who defied 

the gun lobby and voted 
against letting people carry 
hidden pistols with no per-
mits or safety training.

to Brig. Gen. 
Paige Hunter, 
the first female 
general in West 
Virginia Nation-
al Guard history.

to federal 
Judge Irene 
Berger and an 
array of other 
West Virginia 
human rights 

advocates honored as “bridge 
builders” for Black History 
Month.

to Pinch ele-
mentary School 
counselor todd 
roatsey, who 
was named West 
Virginia’s ele-

mentary school counselor of 
the year and attended a 
White House event with first 
lady Michelle Obama.

Smiles and scowls

I COMe NOt to rebuke Hillary Clin-
ton, who remains by far the most ca-
pable presidential candidate. I come 

bearing advice for her campaign. 
Hillary, this is something you sorely 

need.
1. Understand that 

New Hampshire 
didn’t owe you any-
thing. “New Hamp-
shire had been good 
for the Clintons,” we 
kept hearing. Its pri-
mary saved Bill’s 
hide in the 1992 
presidential race. In 
2008, it gave you a 
needed boost when 
the sisterhood, en-
raged at perceived 

sexist attacks, rushed to your defense. 
But what did any of this have to do 

with 2016?
2. Women don’t owe you anything, 

either. Which side was paying Gloria 
Steinem to disparage younger women 
who chose to vote for Bernie Sanders? 
She said they were chasing boys; can 
you imagine? and what prompted 
Madeleine albright to say that women 
should vote to help other women as 
opposed to helping their country? 

this was an assault on female intelli-
gence. It also mildly embarrassed 
women who support Clinton, not out 
of a desire to elect a female president 
but because she’s the most qualified 

candidate. and oh, please call off the 
celebrity brigade. Not everyone regards 
Lena Dunham as a font of wisdom.

3. Bill’s presidency was a long time 
ago. Bill left america in wonderful fis-
cal shape, and every class prospered. 
for we who remember the Bill Clinton 
years, it was a golden age. 

Problem is, how many of us remem-
ber? today’s 20-year-olds were 4 when 
Bill left office. furthermore, much has 
happened since then, which brings us 
to the next item.

4. the Great recession changed ev-
erything. In 2008, the bottom dropped 
out of the economy. the years that fol-
lowed have proven a hard slog for 
young people trying to gain an eco-
nomic foothold. Blue-collar workers, 
meanwhile, continued to lose what 
they had. they are all angry at Wash-
ington’s tireless service to the moneyed 
masters, and with reason.

Now, contrary to his spiel, Bernie 
Sanders is the candidate of Wall Street. 
that’s because if nominated, he would 
almost certainly lose to any republican 
running against him. Note how right-
wing media isn’t laying a finger on 
Sanders. On the contrary, by looping 
the pumped-up charges that Hillary 
can’t be trusted, the right is feeding 
the Sanders campaign.

you know this, Hillary. What you 
must do is brush it aside and speak di-
rectly to the hurting electorate. that 
means getting out of yourself. Let oth-

ers talk about what you represent, 
your impressive resume or your mas-
sive capacity for hard work. 

It’s nice to tell the younger liberals 
flocking to Sanders that you’ll be lis-
tening to them. Better, though, to say 
that you’re going to take on the pow-
ers crushing their economic prospects. 

5. Hillary, you are the candidate, not 
“the Clintons.” In other words, drop 
the dynasty nonsense. (How’s that go-
ing for Jeb Bush?)

Chelsea should not be speaking for 
you. Bill is more complicated in that 
he’s a former president. But rein him 
in. 

Bill should not have berated alleged 
Sanders followers for writing nasty 
things about a female liberal pundit 
supporting you. It came off as both pa-
ternalistic and dated. Social media has 
opened a cesspool of anonymous 
creeps working out of unclear motives. 
anyone who can’t ignore that doesn’t 
belong in the arena.

Hillary, the voter demographics in 
the coming primaries and caucuses are 
more favorable to a candidate like you. 
But you still must replace some of 
your caution with from-the-heart fire. 
Open the doors and windows of the 
lamentably labeled “Clintonworld” and 
send the hangers-on packing. the 
more you are yourself, the better you 
will do.

Froma Harrop is a columnist for  
the Providence Journal.

Some sage advice for Hillary
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FROMA HARROP

DAN FOSTER

Gov. Tomblin complained 
that no progress is being 
made toward closing an 
$820 million shortage in 
the current state budget 
and next year’s. Tomblin 
said his proposal for a 
45-cent boost in the 

state cigarette tax would 
generate more than $70 
million revenue (and also 
save thousands of teens 

from deadly nicotine 
addiction), but nothing 

is happening.
_______
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Why on Earth is the 
Legislature wasting 
so much energy at-

tacking gays? With the state 
facing a budget disaster, 
you’d think lawmakers 
would focus on this serious 
issue. Instead, most of the 
2016 session has been spent 
on emotion-
a l  “ G o d , 
guns and 
gays” top-
ics.

The latest 
push is an 
attempt to 
amend West 
Vi rg in ia ’ s 
constitution 
to forbid cit-
ies to pass 
local laws 
s h i e l d i n g 
people from 
m i s t r e a t -
ment based 
on sexual identity.

Sen. Craig Blair, R-Berke-
ley, introduced Senate Joint 
Resolution 13, demanding a 
statewide vote on a constitu-
tional amendment to block 
local governments from en-
acting human rights laws 
beyond those approved by 
the Legislature.

The state’s human Rights 
Act and hate Crimes Act 
both forbid cruel abuses 
based on religion, sex and 
ancestry, so state law pro-
tects blacks and whites, 
women and men, Latinos, 
Jews, Asians and so on — 
but not gays and lesbians. In 
effect, the Legislature im-
plies that blacks, Latinos, 
Jews, etc., deserve protec-
tion, but gays don’t.

Since the Legislature won’t 
act, at least nine West Vir-
ginia cities have passed gay 
human rights laws of their 

own. The nine are Charles-
ton, huntington, Morgan-
town, Lewisburg, Martins-
burg, Sutton, Athens, harp-
ers Ferry and Thurmond.

We hope every community 
in the Mountain State fol-
lows this pattern. Come on, 
Wheeling, Parkersburg, 

B e c k l e y, 
Clarksburg, 
Marlinton, 
Williamson, 
Logan and 
the rest. Do 
the right 
thing. De-
clare that 
gays de-
serve pro-
t e c t i o n 
from evic-
tions, job 
firings and 
b e a t i n g s , 
just  l ike 
other mi-

norities. Decency and com-
passion require it.

It is important to remem-
ber that these laws apply to 
everyone. 

Those cities outlaw target-
ing someone because they 
are heterosexual just as 
much they outlaw targeting 
people who are perceived to 
be homosexual. And these 
laws are not even invoked 
very often. But they make a 
statement about the kind of 
communities people strive to 
build and to maintain. They 
are a path toward the kind 
of future people say they 
want — one free of the vio-
lence and prejudice of the 
past, and the present.

Lawmakers must reject 
this over-reaction, this sad 
attempt to damage West 
Virginians and their commu-
nities through their own 
constitution.

Prejudice
Endless attacks

[Rights laws] make a 
statement about the kind 
of communities people 
strive to build and to 

maintain. They are a path 
toward the kind of future 
people say they want — 
one free of the violence 

and prejudice of the past, 
and the present.

_______
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MORE COMMENTARIES 
ONLINEg

n Herman H. Jones: Disaffected, dispirited 
and a minority in W.Va.
n Elliot M. Namay Jr.: We can’t tell news 
from parody
n Denis D. Smith: If W.Va. was a ‘failed 
state’ 100 years ago, what is it now?

editorials

“America is a great country. You don’t need to 
‘make America great again.’”

_______

HaSSaN SEliM
Imam of Islamic Center of Cedar Rapids, Iowa

NPR interview, Feb. 1

By Beth Minear

ThE FEB. 20 Gazette editorial “Fa-
voritism?” regarding home-schooled 
students, had numerous generalities 

and stereotypes. It appeared to largely 
be based upon inaccurate information 
and lack of research.

My family is one that has chosen to 
home-school during my son’s junior high 
school years, after his being enrolled in 
public school from kindergarten through 
fifth grade. The truly awful elementary 
curriculum, with “spiral math” and “Scott 
Foresman” reading notwithstanding, it was 
a safety and concern for bullying decision 
for us.

If you watch “The Big Bang Theory,” 
my son is “Sheldon.” It wasn’t bad in ele-
mentary school, but he clearly would not 
do well in junior high school, and partic-
ularly not for the one that he’d attend 
which already has a reputation for bullying 
and lack of discipline.

To home-school, we had to submit an 
approved curriculum to the same Kanawha 
County Board of Education that oversees 
kids in public schools. We had to submit 
copies of university degrees, and we hired 
a brilliant tutor who truly “schools” our 
son at home. The curriculum chosen is 
expressly affiliated with an accredited 
college. We have text books, quizzes, proj-

ects, book reports and tests. our son has 
about five hours of true course-work daily, 
which is about the same as public schools 
without pull-outs and distractions. At the 
end of the year, he takes the “Stanford 10” 
national evaluation.

For all of this, we have not only paid 
the tutor and paid his home school tuition, 
but we continue to pay our taxes to ben-
efit the public schools, and from which 
our son gets no personal benefit. Although 
we plan to re-enroll our son in public 
school for high school, which we’ve been 
assured has less discipline issues and more 
oversight, if home school continues to be 
feasible for our family and our son con-
tinues to thrive academically, we may not. 

But should he be allowed to go out for 
the tennis team (his chosen sport) and 
play? yes, he should.

If he can make the team and compete, 
he should have the same opportunity as 
other kids in the school district. The argu-
ment about “displacing” other kids is like 
the argument against private schools 
playing public schools for state titles. The 
best teams win … and the best kids should 
play.

Finally, with respect to the Promise 
scholarship, if a child, mine or any other, 
gets the required grades to qualify, and 
has gone through all the gate-keeping 
mechanisms that the state home-school 

statute requires, he or she should be 
awarded for effort. West Virginia is one of 
a minority of states that require GED for 
home-schooled students. Many states al-
low the diploma from an accredited pro-
gram to carry the same weight as a tradi-
tional school diploma. My son’s home-
school program even has graduation cer-
emonies at its main campus, if we choose 
to do that, but he’d still be required to take 
his GED in West Virginia.

Comparable curriculum? our family 
friend’s son just graduated from the U.S. 
Air Force Academy with honors after be-
ing strictly home-schooled. And “fudging” 
grades? how many student-athletes grad-
uate from public school are barely getting 
by academically, but are first string on 
their sports team? It’s a rhetorical question.

Looking at the foregoing, I am hopeful 
to have filled in and corrected some of the 
misinformation and inaccuracies upon 
which the “Favoritism?” editorial was 
based. This response is specific to our 
family, but our story is similar to many 
families in Kanawha County’s ever-grow-
ing home school community. Kids who 
may not be comfortable in the classroom, 
for whatever reason, being excluded from 
peer-activities (and which are supported 
by parents’ taxes), is unfavorable.

Beth Minear, of Charleston, is an author and 
vice president of a national land services company.

Academics and discipline  
at issue for this home-schooler

In WAShInGTon, Republican 
leaders’ devotion to the U.S. 
Constitution is dead, thanks to 

the document’s requirement that 
President obama must select a re-
placement for ultra-conservative 

Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin 
Scalia.

Sens. Shelly 
Moore Capito, 
Marco Rubio, Ma-
jority leader 
Mitch McConnell 
and other GoP 
leaders take per-
verse pride in 
shoveling dirt on 
the nation’s 

founding document.
As for the late Justice Scalia’s 30 

years of service, it was awful. he 
routinely prostituted his intellect to 
a version of the Constitution that 
the founders surely never intended. 
Instead, Scalia’s decisions were 
based on his preference for an 
America like it was during his 
youth, the 1930s and 1940s.

Take the death penalty. “The 
death penalty? Give me a break. 
It’s easy,” he proclaimed, as if to 
say he couldn’t re-think it, not 
even in view of the evolving sci-
ences of DnA testing and studies 
of human memory revealing that 
many people convicted of capital 
crimes were innocent. Prosecutors 
shouldn’t be inconvenienced with 
new evidence, he said.

he favored using taxpayer mon-
ey to pay public school teachers to 

lead Christian prayers, even though 
the parents of children who were 
Jews, Muslims, atheists and other 
non-Christians paid their taxes too. 
Elsewhere, in a decision that made 
it easier for members of ISIS in 
America to lay their hands on 
guns, he clearly read the Second 
Amendment’s “shall not be in-
fringed” phrase but became visual-
ly impaired when it came to the 
words “well regulated.” In another 
case he concluded that corpora-
tions are people with the right to 
spend like mad on election cam-
paigns. If you like the increasing 
glut of campaign ads, thank Scalia.

his record reveals a man in pan-
icked flight from social justice. 
Last year, in obergefell v. hodges, 
he unsuccessfully fought for states 
to be able to vote on whether gay 
marriage should be allowed. he 
conveniently forgot that’s what 
conservatives used to say about in-
terracial marriage. Twenty years 
ago, in Romer v. Evans, Scalia said 
that discrimination against gays, 
such as in their employment and 
housing, should be permitted. 
Which is also what they used to 
say about blacks. And in a clear 
retreat from the reality that 
straights do it too, he fought for 
the right of states to outlaw sod-
omy. Legal scholars differ on 
whether Scalia ever took a position 
that differed from what his mom 
told him in 1948.

In Burwell v. hobby Lobby, he 
said that, based on religious feel-
ings, private businesses should be 

GOP wants to bury 
the Constitution  

with Justice Scalia
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exempted from laws the rest of us 
are bound to obey. People have a 
right to unreasonably discriminate 
if that’s what “God tells you,” he 
wrote. Remember the 2000 elec-
tion? The vote in Florida was being 
recounted so as to be certain about 
who won it, and thus the presiden-
cy. Surely the authors of Scalia’s 
beloved Constitution believed that 
in a close vote the people would 
benefit from a recount. But Scalia 
voted to undermine the free, fair 
and accurate election of the presi-
dent by deciding to halt the re-
count in Florida, which gave to 
George W. Bush a presidency he 
may not have earned.

Sadly, Scalia was isolated from 
the ideal of America as a work in 
progress, a man befuddled by the 
inevitability of change, enamored 
of an America in which women 
could be teachers and secretaries 
and not much else, where blacks 

could drink only at their fountain, 
where government promoted a par-
ticular religion, where discrimina-
tion against those who are differ-
ent was oK.

Joseph Wyatt is a Gazette-Mail  
contributing columnist and emeritus  

professor at Marshall University.

n n n

State needs to maintain sex  
offender probation officers

Editor:
I am writing in regard to various me-

dia reports that I have read concerning 
statements made by Chief Justice Me-
nis Ketchum in reference to cutting the 
Supreme Court budget; most explicitly 
the elimination of sex offender proba-
tion officer jobs.

It seems that he does not fully un-
derstand the type of threat that sex of-
fenders, more specifically child molest-
ers, pose to society. They are the worst 

of the worst; the most despicable citi-
zens allowed to walk amongst us. I 
would be willing to pay higher taxes to 
ensure that these sex offender proba-
tion officer jobs remain in place to 
safeguard our children, the most im-
portant and truly defenseless people in 
this state.

Justice Ketchum suggests that the 
duties of these special officers, could 
just be absorbed by the general proba-
tion officers. he also states that the 
newly created county drug courts 
could be eliminated and that those du-
ties could also be handled by the ex-
isting county probation staff. I’m not a 
probation officer, but it seems illogical 
to think that the current general pro-
bation officers could effectively, if at 
all, do all three jobs concurrently. With 
that being said, there would need to 
be new officers and support staff hired 
and trained to handle this additional 
case load, which would cost the state 
even more money. This seemingly de-
feats the purpose of his recommenda-
tion.

I urge you join me and various oth-
ers who are vehemently opposed to 
such actions that have been proposed 
solely to save the state 0.07 percent 
of its budget. Such reckless actions 
could have serious unforeseen reper-
cussions to the safety of our children 
and could enable such predators to 
roam about, freely searching for new 
victims. on a daily basis there are 
stories from our local towns and cit-
ies regarding new sex offenders. This 
is an unfortunate occurrence that is 
continually growing, and by eliminat-
ing such positions the state will be 
exacerbating the problem. Let’s pro-
tect our children. They are our future.

alisa Carter
Morgantown

JOSEPH WYATT
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Mercifully, the reg-
ular session of the 2016 
legislature ends to-

night, after two months of 
harming West Virginia.

lawmakers wasted a lot of 
energy on shallow “God, guns 
and gays” emotional issues, 
but failed to govern properly.  
So far, they haven’t raised 
enough revenue to rescue the 
state govern-
ment from a 
terrible bud-
get mess that 
t h r e a t e n s 
massive lay-
offs and shut-
downs.

conserva-
tive legisla-
tors made 
the Mountain 
State seem 
b a c k w a r d 
and primitive 
by letting 
anyone carry 
a hidden pis-
tol, ready to 
kill at the 
least provo-
cation, with-
out a permit, 
c r i m i n a l 
background 
c h e c k  o r 
safety train-
ing. this ugly 
situation will repel businesses 
and tourists.

trampling rights of women, 
lawmakers voted to ban end-
ing pregnancies through “di-
lation and evacuation,” the 
most common procedure in 
the second trimester. republi-
can Delegate Mike Azinger of 
Wood county said the Bible 
requires the ban, which could 
cause some doctors to lose 
their licenses. Gov. tomblin 
vetoed this mess, but legisla-
tors overrode him. Now, it’s 
sure to cause expensive law-
suits.

Delegates and senators also 
spent great effort trying to 
pass a “religious freedom” law 
to let bigots inflict prejudice 
on gays. thank heaven it 
failed. in contrast, 10 West 
Virginia cities have passed 
human rights laws banning 

such discrimination. they are 
charleston, huntington, Mor-
gantown, Martinsburg, lewis-
burg, elkins, Buckhannon, 
Sutton, harpers ferry and 
thurmond. Kanawha also 
passed a countywide equality 
law — and fayetteville council 
ordered the city attorney to 
draft one. We hope this hu-
mane trend spreads to every 

c i t y  a n d 
county, to re-
b u k e  t h e 
legislature.

the re-
publican-con-
trolled legis-
lature passed 
a right-to-
work and 
preva i l ing 
wage mea-
sures  de-
s igned to 
hurt labor 
unions. And 
it’s weaken-
ing  mine 
safety. And 
it’s trying to 
block higher 
school stan-
dards similar 
to common 
core.

And it ’s 
pushing a na-
tional GOP 

plan to require photo iD cards 
for voting — a strategy de-
signed to discourage voting by 
blacks, hispanics, the poor, 
the elderly, youths and others 
who lack driver licenses, and 
generally vote Democratic.

As for the budget night-
mare, what will happen if a 
looming $847 shortfall isn’t 
fixed? Will state troopers and 
public school teachers be laid 
off? Will mine safety inspec-
tions and school lunches be 
reduced? Will roads and 
bridges be allowed to disinte-
grate? Will public broadcast-
ing be slashed? West Virgin-
ians have a crucial stake in 
these functions of govern-
ment. Will lawmakers fail 
their obligation to govern?

When the clock runs out at 
midnight tonight, we hope 
further damage ceases.

Dismal
Sorry Legislature

Potholes seem to be linchpin of 
Legislature’s job creation strategy
Editor:

As a semi-retired teacher, i am still 
working in two schools five days a 
week. i travel to both over possibly old 
and defective bridges and a patchwork 
quilt roadway, or in other words, a road-
way of potholes, some of which are 
filled, some of which are half filled and 
some of which are not filled at all but 
are growing larger day by day. i try to 
avoid as many as possible but some-
times i have to take a chance because 
of on-coming traffic. it is quite possible 
that a front end alignment or a new tire 
might be in my future if i hit one of the 
ever-growing, car-swallowing potholes at 
the wrong speed or angle.

But wait, by hitting a pothole i would 
be providing work for somebody at a lo-
cal garage. Maybe that is the republi-
can-led legislature’s plan for jobs. Or 
maybe a rock will be kicked up from a 
pothole breaking my windshield and 
again providing a job to a hard-working 
employee of an auto glass repair shop. i 
think i might begin to see the wisdom 
and the twisted logic behind the lack of 
a jobs bill in the legislature.

Maybe, just maybe, one of these giant 
potholes will make my car careen off 
the road causing bodily damage to both 
my vehicle and myself. that would be a 
wonderful gift to an auto body shop, an 
ambulance service and the local hospital 
employing doctors and nurses and other 
support staff. 

Maybe i should just stop driving all 
together. that would also keep me out 
of harm’s way, what with every paranoid 
person now packing concealed heat. But 
i have to go out. i have to have grocer-
ies, and i love teaching and providing 
our future workers the skills they will 
need to get jobs out-of-state.

And i thought this legislature was a 
do-nothing session. Boy was i wrong! 

Jeffrey Pratt
Bancroft

Voters should consider family 
backgrounds of candidates
Editor:

in John David’s column in Saturday’s 
Gazette (feb. 6), i was glad David 

reached back in history to explain just 
how bizarre the Koch brothers’ family 
tree truly is. i knew their father was a 
founder of the John Birch Society. that 
alone makes him anathema to me, but i 
had no idea fred Koch had also courted 
Adolph hitler until i read David’s col-
umn.

i hope people will think of these cra-
zy connections as they note the candi-
dates and causes the Koch brothers 
fund.

i think it is important to consider a 
candidate’s family background. ted 
cruz has inexplicable ideas about immi-
grants. i find them all the more inexpli-
cable because ted was born in canada 
to a cuban father. ted and his father 
enjoy support from many evangelicals. 
But i hope voters know that in his 
youth the rev. rafael cruz fought in 
the trenches with fidel castro.

We older readers might be certain 
that everyone knows the Arch Moore 
family story. But young voters who see 
a third generation of the Moore family 
entering politics might do well to brush 

up on that family history.
young readers can turn through the 

electronic pages of the charleston Ga-
zette and the u.S. government to find 
this saga for themselves. federal prose-
cutors said the money Arch Moore took 
in illegally in his “underground cam-
paign” was felonious, and Moore en-
tered guilty pleas to five federal 
charges.

Susan Williams
Charlton Heights

to 11 coura-
geous state sena-
tors who tried to 
save West Virgin-
ia from rampant 

pistol-carrying: Bob Ashley, 
robert Beach, Douglas face-
mire, Mike hall, William laird, 
ronald Miller, corey Palumbo, 
Mike romano, herb Snyder, 
Mike Woelfel and Jack yost.

to 33 dele-
gates who at-
tempted to halt 
wide-open pis-
tol-carrying — 

including Kanawha county 
members Andrew Byrd, Nancy 
Guthrie, John Mccuskey, eric 
Nelson, Mike Pushkin and 
larry rowe.

to 27 brave 
state senators 
who killed a “re-
ligious freedom” 
bill that was 

merely a disguised ploy to 
allow discrimination against 
gays.

to rep. Alex 
Mooney, r-W.
Va., and eight 
other republi-
c a n  h o u s e 
members who 

voted against naming a North 
carolina post office in honor 
of an American heroine, re-
nowned black poet-play-
wright-novelist-actress Maya 
Angelou.

to Marion 
county deputy 
David forsyth 
and White hall 

Police chief Gino Guerrieri, 
who were given cPr 
heartsaver hero Awards 
because they revived a 
stricken woman who col-
lapsed at her office.

to State Po-
lice capt. ron 
Arthur, 46, of 
Winfield, who 
p e r f o r m e d 

2,505 push-ups in an hour, 
apparently claiming a top 
spot in the Guinness Book 
of World records.

to Zach and 
Kathy Melba of 
h u n t i n g t o n , 
who were help-
less drug and 

alcohol addicts until they 
were sentenced to cabell 
county Drug court, where 
they became sober, married 
each other, and now work 
to rescue other addicts.

to Plumbers 
and Pipefitters 
l o c a l  6 2 5 , 
which donated 
cash and 3,000 

cans of food to the Bennie 
Padilla VfW Post at Alum 
creek to help veterans in 
need.

to  ta y l o r 
county voters 
who care about 
children’s fu-
ture so much 
that they over-

whelmingly passed an ex-
tension of the county’s ex-
cess property tax levy for 
schools.

Smiles and scowls

WheNeVer i hear some other-
wise smart person explain to 
me how Joe Biden is going to 

march in and become the Democratic 
nominee, or how “they” — whoever 
they are — are going to come in and 
save the republican Party from Donald 
trump, i pretty much know that per-

son has never been 
to a convention or 
met a delegate, let 
alone tried to con-
vince one to be for 
someone other than 
the person he or she 
was elected to sup-
port. 

the game, at this 
point, is about one 
thing: delegates. As 
the Donald himself 

explained it, you need to get a majori-
ty. you get a majority and you win. 
Sure, there will be last-minute appeals 
to save the party, but the last people in 
the world who are going to be con-
vinced to abandon trump are trump 
delegates. 

Ditto on the Democratic side. Wake 
up and smell the coffee, Bernie Sand-
ers fans. your man is further behind in 
delegates today than he was before he 
“won” Michigan. he didn’t actually win 
Michigan, either: he tied, which means 
he and hillary clinton got the same 
number of delegates, whereas she 
clobbered him so badly in Mississippi 

that she got all the delegates. She lost 
the nomination to Barack Obama that 
way last time: even though she won 
the big states, she got clobbered in all 
these little ones where he racked up 
huge margins in delegates. this is how 
she has, for all intents and purposes, 
wrapped up the nomination already. 
She won huge in all those Southern 
Super tuesday states — states that 
Sanders never spent time in or con-
nected with, while clinton had the or-
ganization and endorsements and ev-
erything that comes with having run 
there before (three times if you count 
her campaigning for her husband). 

Ask a Bernie supporter to do the 
math for you. he can stay in the race 
right through June, the way Jesse 
Jackson always did and the way ted 
Kennedy did in 1980, defeating Jimmy 
carter, the clear nominee and incum-
bent president, in New Jersey and cal-
ifornia. Democrats have a long tradi-
tion of humbling, or perhaps just influ-
encing, their nominee once he (or she) 
is selected. So i’m not telling you 
Sanders can’t win california. i’m tell-
ing you it won’t matter, because clin-
ton will never lose california in the 
sort of trouncing you need to open a 
gap in a proportionate representation 
system. So they’ll divide the delegates 
here, and that will put her over the 
top. And Sanders will get a speech on 
the same night as Bill clinton (just 
kidding). 

But all kidding must be put aside 
when it comes to the republicans. A 
system that usually shakes out all right 
is not shaking out all right at all, at 
least according to most people who 
have ever been involved in trying to 
win elections. the crisis you are seeing 
among republican “leaders” — by 
which i mean, of course, the people 
who get on television — is far less 
about principle than pure politics. they 
see what Democrats see: a candidate 
who is going to be absolute poison to 
the groups republicans have learned 
the very hard way that they must 
court. trump’s appeal to the politics of 
anger — of white male anger, in partic-
ular — is red hot in republican prima-
ries, but it doesn’t get you to 51 per-
cent in a general election, and certainly 
not when the messenger is as contro-
versial as trump.

the problem that “establishment” 
republicans — which now seems to 
include everyone except chris christie 
— face is that the republican process 
is specifically designed to allow a win-
ner at this stage to lock up the nomi-
nation and not have to drag it out like 
the minority-minded Democrats do. So 
you will see more and more winner-
take-all contests now that we’ve moved 
later in the process, which means 
trump will get closer and closer to the 
magic mark: a majority. he gets that; 
he gets the nomination. 

Susan Estrich is a syndicated columnist.

It’s all about the delegates
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As for the budget 
nightmare, what will 
happen if a looming 
$847 shortfall isn’t 

fixed? Will state troopers 
and public school 

teachers be laid off? Will 
mine safety inspections 
and school lunches be 

reduced? Will roads and 
bridges be allowed to 

disintegrate? Will public 
broadcasting be slashed? 

West Virginians have a 
crucial stake in these 

functions of government. 
Will lawmakers fail their 
obligation to govern?

_______
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editorials

Bravo for Huntington, 
which launched a city-
wide “open to all” cam-

paign showing acceptance 
of gays. The action was a 
rebuke of conservatives in 
the Legislature who tried, 
without success, to pass a 
“religious freedom” law to 
l e g a l i z e 
p r e j u d i c e 
against ho-
mosexuals.

I t  o c -
c u r r e d 
during the 
final days 
of the 2016 
legislative 
session. an 
announce-
ment cere-
mony was 
led by Hun-
t i n g t o n 
M a y o r 
Steve Wil-
liams, Mar-
shall Uni-
versity pro-
fessor Kat 
Williams, Chamber of Com-
merce President Cathy 
Burns, the rev. Timothy 
Dixon and others.

“It doesn’t matter who 
you are, where you’re from, 
where you live or who you 
love, this town is open to 
you,” the mayor said. 

regarding a state Senate 
vote that killed the religious 
freedom law, he added:

“I believe that the Sen-
ate’s action sends a mes-
sage that the state of West 
virginia welcomes all, and, 
frankly, I am really proud of 
what we have been able to 
say in Huntington, that this 
city is an open, diverse 
community.”

Huntington is among 10 

West virginia cities that 
passed local human rights 
laws protecting gays from 
being fired from jobs or 
evicted from apartments 
because of their orientation. 
(Incredibly, a republican 
state senator tried to amend 
West virginia’s constitution 

to forbid 
cities from 
taking such 
actions.)

Hunting-
ton busi-
nesses and 
offices are 
b e i n g 
asked to 
pledge to 
o f f e r  a 
“ we lcom-
i n g  a n d 
safe envi-
ronment” 
for every-
one” and to 
post “open 
t o  a l l ” 
stickers in 
their win-

dows. owner Kim Baker of 
the river and rail Bakery 
was first to do so, comment-
ing:

“In 2016, we shouldn’t 
have to be doing this, but 
we are, and I am thrilled to 
place this sticker in my 
business window because it 
reminds me of the Golden 
rule: Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto 
you.”

Hurrah for Huntington. 
We hope more Mountain 
State municipalities, plus 
county commissions, adopt 
local human rights laws to 
show public disagreement 
with the intolerant tone that 
flared during the republi-
can-controlled Legislature.

Open to all
Tolerant spirit

We WILL call her Jane Doe.
We really have no choice, giv-

en that that’s the only identifica-
tion found in the court document. Jane 
is 57, a Jamaica-born permanent U.S. 
resident living in New York City. She is 

a licensed nurse and 
a mother. She is also 
a convicted felon.

In 2000, Jane, try-
ing to raise two 
young daughters on 
$15,000 a year and an 
$80 weekly child-sup-
port check, was re-
cruited by her 
then-boyfriend for an 
insurance scam. They 
staged a car accident 

and tried to collect on a claim.
It didn’t work. Jane was convicted on 

fraud charges and sentenced to 15 
months in prison. She was released in 
2004.

That’s when her ordeal began.
Her debt to society paid, Jane set out 

looking for work. She was rehired by a 
former employer and worked there two 
years. Then the state office of Profes-
sional Discipline suspended her license 
for two years for professional miscon-
duct — not because she had done any-
thing wrong, but because of the old con-
viction.

In the years since, Jane has found 
barricades on every avenue of gainful 

employment. Job interviews and even 
job offers mysteriously evaporate when 
employers learn about her record. She 
tried to get a business license to start 
her own company, only to be rejected 
twice because of it.

Last year, Jane tried to have her re-
cord expunged. Judge John Gleeson de-
nied the request a few days ago, explain-
ing that Jane doesn’t meet the legal 
standard. But Gleeson — the same judge 
who sent her to prison — then did 
something extraordinary. He appended 
to his 32-page opinion a “federal certifi-
cate of rehabilitation.”

Understand: There is no such thing. 
The official-looking document carries no 
legal force. It’s just something Gleeson 
had made for Jane so she can show 
prospective employers that a federal 
judge considers her rehabilitated. He 
says a woman who was convicted once, 
a long time ago, of a nonviolent crime 
from which she saw no profit and for 
which she has served her time, ought 
not to be punished for it the rest of her 
life.

“I had no intention,” wrote Gleeson, 
“to sentence her to the unending hard-
ship she has endured in the job market.”

If you consider this a heartwarming 
story, you miss the point.

Yes, Gleeson did a good and generous 
thing. one hopes it has the desired ef-
fect. But it is unconscionable that Jane 
Doe’s situation ever reached this ex-
treme.

The shift of american penal philoso-
phy from rehabilitation to punishment 
has had many disastrous effects: prison 
overcrowding, mass disenfranchisement, 
fatherless homes. But the most self-de-
feating effect is embodied in denying 
ex-felons employment once they’ve 
served their time. If you deny them the 
ability to do lawful work, what obvious 
option is left?

Granted, there are sometimes good 
reasons to deny a given ex-felon a given 
job; no daycare should hire a newly re-
leased child molester, for example. But 
what Jane Doe is facing is rooted less in 
common sense caution than in a new 
american ethos where punishment nev-
er ends.

That should be anathema to a nation 
of second chances. Lawmakers must en-
act reforms that curb the power of em-
ployers to discriminate against former 
felons — or that incentivize their hiring. 
Questions about criminal records should 
not be allowed on job applications; a 
person should have the chance to make 
a good impression at the job interview 
without being automatically ruled out for 
doing some stupid thing a long time ago.

Jane Doe was lucky to have Gleeson 
on her side, but she shouldn’t have 
needed him. She did something stupid, 
yes, but she was duly punished for it.

except that in america these days, 
you can never be punished enough.

Leonard Pitts Jr. is a columnist  
for the Miami Herald.

You can’t be punished enough

By Lynn Rousseau

In response to a question about 
politicians’ racial blind spots, Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-vt., said white 
people don’t understand what it’s 
like to be poor and live in a ghet-
to.

I am apparently in a minority by 
agreeing with what he was clumsi-
ly attempting to convey. 

White Privilege is a firm set of 
advantages and immunities that 
white americans enjoy and benefit 
from on a daily basis, even if they 
don’t realize it.

West virginia shares this belief 
system. It is so prevalent here that 
we compartmentalize and internal-
ize various elements to the point 
that White Privilege is just some-
thing that’s always been around 
and we’re oK with it.

Take a road trip to any predomi-
nantly white, rural town in West 
virginia and you will find citizens 
so steeped in conditioned White 
Privilege that the general consen-
sus is that our president was born 
in Kenya, is a Muslim and was 
sworn in to office (both times) on 
the Koran. (Yes, racism and White 
Privilege are kissing cousins.) 

In these little, white, country, 
one-traffic-light burgs, the school 
system, justice system, labor, hous-
ing and financial markets and the 
media are firmly entrenched in 

White Privilege. Whites feel free to 
move, buy, work, play, pray and 
speak freely with no fear of reper-
cussion. 

In West virginia, being poor, illit-
erate and white is considered fa-
vorable to being anything else. 
White West virginians don’t feel 
categorized as being privileged 
simply because we have never had 
to think about categorization at all.

Donald Trump, by virtue of be-
ing a white Christian man, does 
not need or apparently care about 
the african american vote. He 
likes his voters white, underedu-
cated and poor. So he can “tell it 
like it is” to a mesmerized crowd 
of that very niche group.

Being white, even poor and 
white, means you will probably 
never have a problem getting a cab 
or being served in a restaurant. 
You will most likely not get 
stopped by police while walking in 
another neighborhood. You proba-
bly won’t be followed around a 
store because the proprietor thinks 
you’re trying to steal something. 
and there are a thousand other lit-
tle, everyday things white folks just 
do without having to weigh pros 
and cons and think of consequenc-
es.

That, I believe, is what Sen. 
Sanders was trying to convey. 

african americans and Jews 
have a cohesive though often com-

Admitting advantage 
is key to inclusiveness
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plicated relationship. 
Sen. Sanders could have been 

drawing on the fact that Jews were 
slaves and persecuted and forced 
out of their homes into ghettos. 
Being Jewish doesn’t mean that we 
believe we have first-hand knowl-
edge of how african-americans 
feel. Most of us have no trouble 
passing as white. But our thinking, 
our genetic make-up is nowhere 
near the same end of the spectrum 
as our truly WaSPish counterparts. 

West virginia needs to take a gi-
gantic step back and check itself. 
admit that white West virginians 
benefit from the oppression of oth-
ers. admit that White Privilege is a 
systemic reality that can be 
changed with education and ac-
knowledgment.

as with any addiction, and 
White Privilege is a heady drug, 
admitting there is a problem is the 

first and most important step to re-
covery.

Rousseau, a retired social worker,  
lives in South Charleston.

n n n

Intolerance is a two-way street

Editor:
Your recent editorial regarding how 

much “damage” has been done by the 
West virginia Legislature fails to rec-
ognize the fact that not everyone in 
West virginia shares your progressive 
viewpoint. 

Particularly, the Legislature’s at-
tempt to pass a religious freedom 
law was necessitated by the probabili-
ty that West virginia will eventually 
face attacks on businesses that 
choose not to take part in activities 
that owners find unacceptable based 
on sincerely held religious beliefs. In 
order to protect the business owners 
— regardless of their specific faith 

tradition — something needs to be 
done. 

The screams of “bigot” and “intoler-
ance” immediately arise in such situa-
tions. Well, that’s a two-way street. 
How about some balance here? I will 
respect your right to participate in 
immoral activities in private and 
(most reluctantly) public, if you so 
choose, regardless of how distasteful I 
might find it; but you need to respect 
my right to refuse to take part or give 
it my blessing or the benefit of my 
talents. 

There are any number of business-
es that will gladly provide the desired 
services. When you encounter one 
that chooses not to, it is not the end 
of the world for you or the business 
owner. Just agree to disagree and go 
on your way. 

Unfortunately, the small minority 
that is most hostile to such situations 
is unwilling to settle for “live and let 
live.” They want to force their views 
down our throats. That’s why this law 
is necessary — to prevent the destruc-
tion of someone’s business just be-
cause they choose not to commit or 
condone what they believe to be im-
moral behavior.

While your editorial board thinks 
damage was done to the state this 
year, many of us appreciate our legis-
lators’ efforts and know that in the 
future those efforts will bear fruit for 
all in our state.

Thomas F. Stark
Weston 
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Huntington is among 
10 West Virginia cities 

that passed local 
human rights laws 

protecting gays from 
being fired from jobs 

or evicted from 
apartments because of 

their orientation.
_______

Letter home
“elk river empties into Kanawha, so that the 

water now dripping from my tent will pass you, 
perhaps, about a fortnight hence; the clearest, 
purest water it is too. from the tops of the high 
hills you can see the rocks in the river covered by 
ten or twenty feet of water. Nothing finer in 
vermont or New Hampshire.”

_______

Maj. RuThERFoRd B. hayES
In a letter to his wife Lucy, from Sutton, Va., September 5, 1861


