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OUR POSITION: Area prosecutors, according to 
a member of the grand jury, sabotaged a decision 
whether or not to indict corrections officers in the 
death of Matthew Walker at Charlotte Correctional 
Institution. We find that reprehensible.

M atthew Walker died a horrible death.
According to the Charlotte County medical 

examiner, “in an altercation with prison 
officials” Walker was beaten so badly that his larynx was 
crushed, his head bashed to the point there were im-
prints in his skull from corrections officers’ radios and, 
according to a medical assistant, Walker’s head “felt like 
Jell-O.”

The confrontation happened in April 2014 during 
a bed check that was against state prison policy. 
Corrections officers decided to punish Walker, who 
was serving a sentence for burglary, for not putting 
away a cup and/or a magazine and tidy up his cell.

According to a Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement report, 19 inmates, and some prison 
guards, heard Lt. Tyler Triplett threaten to kill Walker. 
A dozen witnesses said they saw Triplett slam his 
radio against Walker’s head. And, according to the re-
port, a higher-ranking officer had to restrain Triplett 
to keep him from going after Walker, who was face 
down on the sidewalk, possibly already dead.

Prosecutors for the State Attorney’s Office present-
ed this and more to a grand jury.

The grand jury, however, failed to return any in-
dictments in the case. No indictment means no case 
against the guards.

The grand jury said they could get no answers from 
witnesses as to who administered the beating on 
Walker. They said evidence was tampered with. They 
said they were frustrated they could not seek justice 
for a lack of evidence.

The ensuing publicity of the case moved one grand 
jury member to break the silence — even at the threat 

of prison.
Louise Salcedo, 85, contacted the Sun newspaper 

because “We all knew (the guards) were guilty and 
should have been prosecuted, but we were talked out 
of indicting them. This man was beaten to death.”

Salcedo said representatives of the 20th Judical 
Circuit State Prosecutors Office, “told us the chances 
of convictions were very slim.”

She said members of the jury were persuaded the 
case could not be successfully prosecuted in court. 
Instead of seeking an indictment and forcing correc-
tions officers to prove their innocence in court, the 
legal advisers decided to let it go.

We find this action, if true, to be a pathetic negli-
gence of their duties to seek justice for all.

Stephen Russell, State Attorney for the circuit, 
defended his employees. He said he could not com-
ment on a specific case, but said he has all the confi-
dence his delegates did their job.

When told of Salcedo’s accusations, however, one 
of Russell’s attorneys told Sun staff writer Adam 
Kreger to read Florida Statute 905.10 — which says a 
member of a grand jury takes an oath to not reveal 
anything that goes on during deliberations upon 
penalty of committing a felony. It was a shot across 
the bow that the juror, an 85-year-old woman, could 
be prosecuted if her story was published.

Statute 905.395, however, lists information that 
is confidential and it does not include instructions 
from legal advisers.

We believe state prosecutors made a terrible mistake 
by leading this grand jury. We believe they tried to hide 
behind the grand jury, and any action taken against 
Salcedo would be in retribution for her brave decision to 
reveal why Matthew Walker’s killers remain free today.

Salcedo’s heroic decision to come forward paints 
a scary picture of how state prosecutors can control 
who is punished and who goes free.

Prosecutors torpedo the grand jury
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No excuse,
but good reason

President beholden
to Muslim brethren

Get involved
with retail group

Editor:
Our president decries 

poor voter turnout, telling 
us that there’s “no possible 
excuse for it.” 

Poor voter turnout is 
not caused to the greatest 
degree through excuse but 
by reasons. They are what 
should be addressed.

The major reason is dis-
gust with our system which 
brings apathy. Voters feel 
defeated and helpless, help-
less in that they feel that 
they can have no real effect 
in bringing about change.

Our system has been 
degraded to a version of the 
Golden Rule: “They who 
have the most gold, make 
the rules.”

Voters are bombarded by 
little more than negative 

Editor:
While the lame stream 

media was focused on the 
Republican debate and try-
ing to discredit 17 contend-
ers, the world continued to 
spin and create mischief.

 Iranian General and mil-
itary mastermind, Qassem 
Soleimani, defied a travel 
ban and flew to Russia to 
meet with Russian leaders. 
Both parties were fully 
aware that his travel was 
prohibited. But, US leaders 
once again, remain silent 

Editor:
Excuse me for asking, 

but on Aug. 6 I attend-
ed a meeting in Bonita 
Springs that was entitled 
Southwest Florida Program 
& Reception which was put 
on by the International 
Council of Shopping 
Centers, a professional 
association having many 
thousands of members, 
both domestically and 
internationally, who are 
focused on the develop-
ment and leasing of retail, 
restaurant and hospitality 
facilities all over the world.  

There were approximately 
200 real estate professionals 
in attendance. Some came 
from beyond our area 
of Florida and the panel 
included the mayor of Fort 
Myers, the economic de-
velopment director for Lee 
County and other similar 
folks for Collier County.  

Upon conclusion of their 
panel presentation tout-
ing what they have done 
and are doing to promote 
economic growth for their 
counties in Southwest 
Florida, I spoke privately 
with the mayor and the 
economic development 
director for Lee County, 
and asked why no one from 
Charlotte County was part 
of the presentation.  

They stated while they 
cooperate with our offi-
cials in Charlotte County, 
they did not know why no 
one was present to state 
Charlotte County’s attri-
butes. If it was an oversight 
by the program committee, 
then I suggest someone at 
Charlotte County should 
reach out to the ICSC and 
get in the touch with them 
for any future (Southwest 
Florida) events.  

Richard C. Russell
Port Charlotte

Prosecutors
torpedo the
grand jury

OUR POSITION: Area prosecutors, 
according to a member of the grand 
jury, sabotaged a decision whether 
or not to indict corrections officers 
in the death of Matthew Walker at 
Charlotte Correctional Institution. 
We find that reprehensible.

M atthew Walker died a 
horrible death.

According to the 
Charlotte County medical exam-
iner, “in an altercation with prison 
officials” Walker was beaten so 
badly that his larynx was crushed, 
his head bashed to the point there 
were imprints in his skull from 
corrections officers’ radios and, 
according to a medical assistant, 
Walker’s head “felt like Jell-O.”

The confrontation happened in 
April 2014 during a bed check that 
was against state prison policy. 
Corrections officers decided to 
punish Walker, who was serving a 
sentence for burglary, for not put-
ting away a cup and/or a magazine 
and tidy up his cell.

According to a Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement 
report, 19 inmates, and some prison 
guards, heard Lt. Tyler Triplett 
threaten to kill Walker. A dozen 
witnesses said they saw Triplett 
slam his radio against Walker’s 
head. And, according to the report, 
a higher-ranking officer had to 
restrain Triplett to keep him from 
going after Walker, who was face 
down on the sidewalk, possibly 
already dead.

Prosecutors for the State 
Attorney’s Office presented this and 
more to a grand jury.

The grand jury, however, failed 
to return any indictments in the 
case. No indictment means no case 
against the guards.

The grand jury said they could 
get no answers from witnesses as 
to who administered the beating 
on Walker. They said evidence was 
tampered with. They said they 
were frustrated they could not seek 
justice for a lack of evidence.

The ensuing publicity of the case 
moved one grand jury member 
to break the silence — even at the 
threat of prison.

Louise Salcedo, 85, contacted 
the Sun newspaper because “We 
all knew (the guards) were guilty 
and should have been prosecuted, 
but we were talked out of indicting 
them. This man was beaten to 
death.”

Salcedo said representatives 
of the 20th Judical Circuit State 
Prosecutors Office, “told us the 
chances of convictions were very 
slim.”

She said members of the jury 
were persuaded the case could not 
be successfully prosecuted in court. 
Instead of seeking an indictment 
and forcing corrections officers to 
prove their innocence in court, the 
legal advisers decided to let it go.

We find this action, if true, to be 
a pathetic negligence of their duties 
to seek justice for all.

Stephen Russell, State Attorney 
for the circuit, defended his 
employees. He said he could not 
comment on a specific case, but 
said he has all the confidence his 
delegates did their job.

When told of Salcedo’s accu-
sations, however, one of Russell’s 
attorneys told Sun staff writer 
Adam Kreger to read Florida Statute 
905.10 — which says a member of 
a grand jury takes an oath to not 
reveal anything that goes on during 
deliberations upon penalty of com-
mitting a felony. It was a shot across 
the bow that the juror, an 85-year-
old woman, could be prosecuted if 
her story was published.

Statute 905.395, however, lists 
information that is confidential 
and it does not include instructions 
from legal advisers.

We believe state prosecutors 
made a terrible mistake by leading 
this grand jury. We believe they 
tried to hide behind the grand 
jury, and any action taken against 
Salcedo would be in retribution for 
her brave decision to reveal why 
Matthew Walker’s killers remain free 
today.

Salcedo’s heroic decision to come 
forward paints a scary picture of 
how state prosecutors can control 
who is punished and who goes free.

ads (paid for to a great 
degree by PACS who have 
their agenda) telling of 
what the problems are 
rather than solutions to 
those problems. Maybe 
even telling us that they’ll 
give us their answers after 
they’re elected.

In the end presented with 
two of this often-sorry lot 
voters are expected to vote 
for the candidate disliked 
the least. 

Increasing the number 
at the polls may increase 
the number of souls but 
what effect will it have on 
the number who’ve been 
educated on the facts or 
will it be left to having more 
voters voting only on the 
sex, race, or physical ap-
pearance of the candidate? 

There’s a small but rapidly 
growing voice of those who 
are saying that they’re sick 
of this two-party system 
to which the candidates 
last night Fox even asked 
the candidates to pledge 
their support for their party 

regardless of their stance on 
the issues.  Unfortunately, 
last night their voice was 
left to a man,  a caricature 
actually, with little more 
than the money to have his 
voice heard.

The problem is not given 
to excuse but to reason.

Paul A. Sloan
North Port

and feckless.
There is no logical ex-

planation for actions that 
empower our enemies even 
as we weaken our military.

Move after move does 
just that. It seems that our 
president has show his 
allegiance to his Muslim 
brethren once again at the 
expense of his American 
subjects who have been 
brow beaten and demoral-
ized into submission.

Gladys Marsh
Englewood

S omeone challenged me 
in an email discussion 
to explain how Donald 

Trump can possibly lose 
the Republican nomina-
tion. I’ve said over and over 
why he isn’t going to be the 
party’s nominee, but, true, 
I haven’t explained the how 
of it.

After all, he’s leading 
in the polls in Iowa, New 
Hampshire and nationally. 
It’s one thing to say early 
polls don’t predict nomi-
nations, but how do we get 
from here to there?

I see three different paths 
to his candidacy’s end 
point:

• Trump sees he isn’t 
going to win and finds an 
excuse to drop out. This 
also covers the possibility 
that he doesn’t have any 
interest in being president 
— that he did this as part 
of some clever business 
strategy well beyond my 
understanding of branding 
and that he always intended 
to drop out.

• Trump fades, winding 
up closer to 10 percent of 
the vote or even a lot less, 
as people begin focusing 
more seriously on the elec-
tion and shift to candidates 
supported by Republican 
opinion leaders. In other 
words, the process of 

discovery, scrutiny, decline 
that worked in the case 
Herman Cain in 2012, for 
example, applies to Trump 
in 2016. It could happen 
quickly, if he somehow 
manages to find the magic 
words to alienate his sup-
porters. Or it could happen 
slowly, as Republicans who 
only have seen Trump so 
far discover several more 
qualified (and more reliably 
conservative) candidates 
in the race. Either way, in 
this chain of events, he 
isn’t a factor by the time 
voters get involved in Iowa, 
New Hampshire and South 
Carolina.

• Trump manages to hold 
on to a 25 percent or so 
share of the vote, perhaps 
even winning in a few 
places while the field stays 
large, but eventually gets 
clobbered once it comes 
down to him against a 
single opponent. Or he is 
defeated once the field is 
small enough that a non-
Trump candidate receives 
a third or more of the vote. 
If this happens, it means 
that a celebrity candidate 

can win and retain a fair 
amount of support no mat-
ter what he does but that 
his support is capped well 
below the total he would 
need to win a presidential 
nomination.

I’d risk a guess that the 
third of these outcomes 
is the least likely. Trump’s 
surge, to this point at least, 
is only a reminder that 
short-term public opinion 
isn’t very predictable.

True, plenty of can-
didates who have had 
unconventional qualifica-
tions and who displayed 
unconventional political 
behavior have won state-
wide primaries for senator 
or governor, especially in 
multicandidate fields. And 
in presidential races, plenty 
of candidates who were 
unlikely occupants of the 
White House have won sin-
gle primaries — sometimes 
more than one.

But the long, sequential 
process in presidential 
nominations — with week 
after week of scrutiny and 
time for party actors to 
react — prevents those 
fluky winners from coming 
close to being nominated. 
The politicians, campaign 
and governing profession-
als, formal party officials 
and staff, donors and 

activists, and party-aligned 
interest groups and the 
partisan press — the people 
who care the most about 
nominations — have plenty 
of opportunities to repel 
someone if they reach a 
consensus against him or 
her.

Think Trump really has 
a chance? Remember: 
Endorsements by high-pro-
file party leaders such as 
members of Congress and 
governors are much better 
predictors of eventual 
results than are early polls. 
And Trump is still taking a 
goose egg on those.

Jonathan Bernstein is a 
Bloomberg View columnist. 
Readers may reach him at 
jbernstein62@bloomberg.
net.

Trump’s bid could end in one of three ways
Guest Columnist

Jonathan Bernstein
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OUR POSITION: A Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement report on the death of Matthew Walker 
at Charlotte Correctional Institution shows a system 
that is corrupt, dangerous and in need of immediate 
attention.

S hameful.
Disgusting.
Pathetic.

That is how we would describe the lack of action 
against Charlotte Correctional Institution corrections 
officers after a Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
investigation presents strong evidence they beat inmate 
Matthew Walker to death in April of 2014.

But we should not be surprised.
There have been 164 charges of “use of force,” 

“excessive force” or “physical abuse” filed against the 
10 officers who, according to the FDLE report, were 
involved in the altercation with Walker.

Yet not once, not once in 164 reports of abuse, did 
the Florida Department of Corrections’ Office of 
Inspector General find cause to bring disciplinary 
action against any of the corrections officers.

The recently released report contains the testimo-
ny of 12 CCI workers and about 75 inmates who saw, 
heard or were involved in the beating and/or emer-
gency care for Walker that night.

It is incredible that none of the 12 CCI employees 
interviewed — mostly corrections officers and some 
of whom were involved in the altercation — saw 
anything out of line. Some officers even claimed 
they saw nothing — at least one because pepper 
spray temporarily blinded him to an assault that 
lasted 20 to 30 minutes.

Many of the inmates interviewed testified to the 
grand jury that they heard the beating. They said 
they saw numerous guards on top of Walker or 
holding Walker.

More than one said they heard Lt. Tyler Triplett 

tell Walker: “You don’t know who I am, M .....F.... I’ll 
kill you.”

There was also testimony about how officers went 
back and picked up hand radios — at least one or 
more used to beat Walker.

They testified to the sounds of plastic hitting a 
face. They said they saw Walker’s lifeless body being 
carried by guards away from the crime scene.

As inmates pleaded for guards to stop the beating, 
they were threatened to “shut the (expletive) up or 
we’ll take you down to Y dorm and do the same to 
you,” according to the FDLE report.

Co-workers and inmates described Lt. Triplett as a 
man who was enraged during the attack. The report 
says Triplett was screaming at Walker after he was 
dead and that other guards had to restrain him.

These allegations by inmates are nothing new.
One inmate told investigators he feared for his life and 

that guards were abusive at CCI. If you believe the testi-
mony of dozens of inmates and the word of one inmate 
who has served his time at CCI and has been released, 
the lack of control over corrections officers is astonishing.

We are not blinded to the dangers of guarding some 
of the state’s toughest criminals. It is a dangerous job.

But common decency, not to mention laws, should 
prevent the type of beating that killed Matthew Walker.

The FDLE report, outlining evidence presented 
to a Charlotte County grand jury, strongly indicates 
someone was out of line. Prison policy was broken 
by the mere fact officers rousted Walker in the mid-
dle of the night to inspect his cell.

The aggressive action against Walker and the 
apparent attempts to cover up what happened — all 
according to the FDLE — should have resulted in an 
indictment of one or more corrections officers.

We find it baffling that the state attorney’s office 
said there was not enough evidence to convict in 
Walker’s death.

Local prison failing inmates, and its mission
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Support move
to new location

Independent probe,
reform is needed

No Eagle Scouts
in our prisons

IS flag
is black, white

Donald the Chump,
GOP have been had

Thankful mom
didn’t have abortion

Not involved with
Bread of Life Mission

Lucky in Korea,
not in the U.S.

Editor:
We are blessed to have a 

wildlife rehabilitation facil-
ity, the Peace River Wildlife 
Center, for injured animals in 
Punta Gorda.

For as long as I can remem-
ber, it has been located next 
to Ponce de Leon Park. It has 
recently come to light that 
the land PRWC sits on is not 
owned by the county, and 
despite good faith efforts to 
purchase the land or make 
other arrangements, the own-
er has declined to cooperate. 

While the owner is well 
within his rights to refuse, I 
find this behavior troubling. 
There is no other facility 
equipped to handle wildlife 
rescue in Charlotte County. 
The majority of our tourist 
dollars come from ecotour-
ism. Without a clean and 
navigable river and harbor, 
with the wildlife they sustain, 
our tourism magnet would 
disappear, and the property 
values of everyone’s land 
would plummet. We all sink or 
swim together in the ecotour-
ism market.

The City Council is discuss-
ing the possibility of moving 
the PRWC into Ponce de 
Leon Park. While clearly this 
is a less-optimal option, I 
applaud the city’s leadership 
for considering this alternative 
and hope those in charge will 
do the right thing and allow 
PRWC to operate on city prop-
erty. Considering the fact that 
PRWC receives no government 
money and is self-sustaining 
from the donations it receives, 
I think this is the least we can 
do as taxpayers to support this 
amazing group of profession-
als and volunteers.

Nicole Noles
Port Charlotte

Editor:
The Sun is to be commended 

for its forthright stance on 
the conditions in our Florida 
prison system and in particular at 
Charlotte Correctional Institution.  

While criminals may rightly 
be convicted and sent to 
prison, they are not supposed 
to be criminally abused in 
there, especially by staff 
members, as has been amply 
alleged. Serious investigations 
by independent authorities 
are certainly called for.

There have been far too 
many incidents for far too 
long for the situation to be 
tolerated any longer. They cast 
a negative shadow across our 
entire legal justice system and 
all who work for it. Those who 
serve honorably and honestly 
deserve better. 

Editor:
Your paper has been mak-

ing extravagant claims against 
the Charlotte Correctional 
Institution, alleging brutality, 
murder, and Bad Cop-ism by 
corrections officers.  

While not condoning gratu-
itous violence against prison-
ers, I note that not once have 
you given any thought to the 
idea that prisoners may have 
been hurt in the escalation of 

Editor:
Why does The Associated 

Press repeatedly make state-
ments that are conspicuously 
inaccurate? 

From the very beginning of 
the Islamic State group, the 
AP has referred to its “black 
flag,” as they did so again 
today in the article by Aida 
Cerkez about the beheading 
of a Croatian in Egypt. 

Photos of the IS flag show 
a very large, round white 
symbol dominating the center 
of the black, rectangular 
background. And above that, 
across its width, is bold script 
— in white. 

 To anyone who sees a 
photograph, it’s as clear as, 
well, black and white. The IS 
flag is black and white.

 Paul Hyatt
 Englewood

Editor:
I think it was a stroke of ge-

nius for Bill Clinton to suggest 
to Donald the Chump that he 
should become more involved 
in politics. And Donald being 
the chump that he is, fell for 
the con job, hook, line and 
sinker. 

Now the Republicans are 
scrambling to figure out how 
to get rid of this blowhard 
who is exposing their nasty 
underbelly, but if they don’t 
treat him fairly he will split 
the party by running as an 
independent. What a gift to 
Hillary and the Democratic 
Party at large. 

It is hilarious to watch the 
chump campaign stick it to 
the Republicans while the 
GOP squirms to distance 
themselves from their own 
worst enemy. Now that the cat 
is out of the bag, I say kudos 
to Bill, I always knew he was 
brilliant, but never suspected 
he could be so devious.

PS: Donald the Chump, you 
and the GOP have been had.

Dennis Bischof
Port Charlotte

Editor:
Watching the rescue of a 

female cat from a burning 
building was hypnotizing, but! 
She kept running back into the 
building. Silly cat! When she 
came out she had a newborn 
kitten in her mouth. She set it 
on the ground and ran in again, 
for a kitten. This was repeated 
five times and once she had her 
litter accounted for she curled 
up with them and began clean-
ing each one. She was dirty and 
singed herself, but! The kittens 
came first.

Moms are like that, or so we 
are told. If that is true, why are 
thousands of human babies 
aborted every year? Often 
parts are removed before 
the refuse pile adds another 
lost life to its size. Multiple 
means exist for prevention 
of pregnancy. Is the male 
responsible? Is the female? 
Are humans going to continue 
throwing away little people, 
with or without all their parts?

Does it hurt when your leg 
is cut off? An eyeball gouged 
out? The cat could have left 
her babies in the burning 
building. Take a look at 
yourself; the human entity is 
a wonderful thing. Aren’t you 
thankful your mom didn’t 
choose abortion?

Jan Dabrowski
Punta Gorda

Editor:
This is John Lloyd, also 

known as Big John. I wanted 

Editor:
I started life in a cold-water 

tenement house. When my father 
passed away, I was only 6 and my 
brother and sister were 16 and my 
mother raised us. It was shortly 
after the Depression and it didn’t 
end for the people in our poor 
area. When I was a pre-teen, I was 
one of the first kids who developed 
polio in New Jersey. After many 
months in an isolation hospital, 
because they thought it was 
contagious, I had to go to school 
on crutches.

After high school, I served in the 
Army in Korea, then went to the 
police department. I was am-
bushed at a bank alarm where my 
partner was shot and killed. I was 
shot five times, lost my job and the 
use of my right leg. I had four kids 
and no medical insurance.

I feel so bad when I see our men 
coming home without an arm or 
leg. I am so mad when I see our 
government wasting money on 
stupid things that are not needed. 
They ask us to contribute money, 
and it’s so hard to raise money for 
our family and help these poor 
guys, and it hurts when I can’t help 
them and pay my own bills. I write 
letters to the newspaper and our 
government, but that’s all I can do.

I was lucky in Korea, but not in 
my own country. God bless these 
guys, and I’ll keep trying to help in 
every way that I can.

William Gorman
Port Charlotte

Local prison
failing inmates,
and its mission

OUR POSITION: A Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement 
report on the death of Matthew 
Walker at Charlotte Correctional 
Institution shows a system that is 
corrupt, dangerous and in need 
of immediate attention.

S hameful.
Disgusting.
Pathetic.

That is how we would describe 
the lack of action against Charlotte 
Correctional Institution corrections 
officers after a Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement investigation 
presents strong evidence they beat 
inmate Matthew Walker to death in 
April of 2014.

But we should not be surprised.
There have been 164 charges of 

“use of force,” “excessive force” or 
“physical abuse” filed against the 
10 officers who, according to the 
FDLE report, were involved in the 
altercation with Walker.

Yet not once, not once in 164 
reports of abuse, did the Florida 
Department of Corrections’ Office 
of Inspector General find cause to 
bring disciplinary action against 
any of the corrections officers.

The recently released report 
contains the testimony of 12 CCI 
workers and about 75 inmates who 
saw, heard or were involved in the 
beating and/or emergency care for 
Walker that night.

It is incredible that none of the 
12 CCI employees interviewed — 
mostly corrections officers and 
some of whom were involved in 
the altercation — saw anything out 
of line. Some officers even claimed 
they saw nothing — at least one 
because pepper spray temporar-
ily blinded him to an assault that 
lasted 20 to 30 minutes.

Many of the inmates interviewed 
testified to the grand jury that they 
heard the beating. They said they 
saw numerous guards on top of 
Walker or holding Walker.

More than one said they heard 
Lt. Tyler Triplett tell Walker: “You 
don’t know who I am, M .....F.... I’ll 
kill you.”

There was also testimony about 
how officers went back and picked 
up hand radios — at least one or 
more used to beat Walker.

They testified to the sounds of 
plastic hitting a face. They said they 
saw Walker’s lifeless body being 
carried by guards away from the 
crime scene.

As inmates pleaded for guards to 
stop the beating, they were threat-
ened to “shut the (expletive) up or 
we’ll take you down to Y dorm and 
do the same to you,” according to 
the FDLE report.

Co-workers and inmates de-
scribed Lt. Triplett as a man who 
was enraged during the attack. The 
report says Triplett was screaming 
at Walker after he was dead and that 
other guards had to restrain him.

These allegations by inmates are 
nothing new.

One inmate told investigators he 
feared for his life and that guards 
were abusive at CCI. If you believe 
the testimony of dozens of inmates 
and the word of one inmate who 
has served his time at CCI and 
has been released, the lack of 
control over corrections officers is 
astonishing.

We are not blinded to the dangers 
of guarding some of the state’s tough-
est criminals. It is a dangerous job.

But common decency, not to 
mention laws, should prevent the 
type of beating that killed Matthew 
Walker.

The FDLE report, outlining 
evidence presented to a Charlotte 
County grand jury, strongly 
indicates someone was out of line. 
Prison policy was broken by the 
mere fact officers rousted Walker in 
the middle of the night to inspect 
his cell.

The aggressive action against 
Walker and the apparent attempts 
to cover up what happened — all 
according to the FDLE — should 
have resulted in an indictment of 
one or more corrections officers.

We find it baffling that the state 
attorney’s office said there was 
not enough evidence to convict in 
Walker’s death.

violence that they themselves 
instigated. I once saw a child 
yanking so hard against his 
parent’s hand restraint that 
the child actually pulled a 
muscle. Was that the parent’s 
fault, or should she have let 
the child run out into traffic? 

People in prison are in there 
for a reason. They are not 
Eagle Scouts. They have been 
deemed dangerous to society 
and put where they can no 
longer cause harm.  

In prison, not being able to 
hurt decent people, they often 
turn and harm each other. We 
have been subjected to a daily 
illustration of tombstones 
and how the inmates died, 
but I have yet to see included 
a full copy of each inmates 
rap sheet, and a description 
of their victims along with 
testimony from the people 
they preyed upon.  

I fear your compassion is 
sadly misplaced, for you have 
concern for the criminals, but 
none for their victims. That 
says a tremendous amount 
about you and your paper.

Jeffrey K. Alston
Englewood

all my friends and people who 
donate to Judy Jones’ Bread of 
Life Mission because of me to 
know that I am not a support-
er of the Bread of Life and do 
not have anything to do with 
the program.

As a speaker for the Lloyd 
family, my mother did not 
start that program, and I 
wanted the truth to be known 
as the oldest Lloyd son that 
I have not and will never 
have anything to do with this 
organization. My mother and 
father would have wanted the 
truth to be known. 

Thank you so much.
John Lloyd
Punta Gorda

Since the events in 
Ferguson, Mo., last year 
some of our citizens have 
been making efforts to 
understand our justice and 
law enforcement system. 
Meetings have been held with 
the sheriff, chief of police and 
CCI warden. Most recently, 
a vigil was held at CCI. An 
open forum allowed citizens 
to raise questions. An out-
standing example was when a 
citizen complained about how 
an officer treated him over a 
minor incident. Chief Arenal 
said that he would investigate 
the allegations, found the 
complaint was justified, went 
to apologize to the man and 
instructed the officer on 
proper procedures.  

We have found highly pro-
fessional peace officers who 
work hard to develop open 
communication and positive 
relations with the community.

The prison is something 
else. It is up to us citizens now 
to call for honest investiga-
tions and real reform.

Theodore L. Zawistowski
Port Charlotte
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OUR POSITION: We believe removing the burden 
of indictment from grand juries in cases involving 
law enforcement officers and placing it with the state 
attorney’s office would be a good move.

C riticism of a local grand jury for failing to 
move to indict any of 10 Charlotte County 
Correction Institution corrections officers in 

the 2014 death of Matthew Walker has swelled since 
more details in a Florida Law Department of Law 
Enforcement report were published in the Sun.

A member of the grand jury seated to review evi-
dence in the murder of Walker came forward recent-
ly, at the threat of being charged with a felony, and 
said she regretted no indictments were tendered. She 
told the newspaper she believes someone should pay 
for what was an obvious homicide of the CCI inmate.

Her criticism of legal advisers from the 20th Circuit 
State Attorney’s office for telling members of the 
grand jury there was not enough evidence to get a 
conviction has ruffled some feathers. State Attorney 
Steve Russell wrote a guest column in the Sun that 
was critical of the juror and said the newspaper’s 
editorial undermined the grand jury system — where 
jurors are sworn to secrecy.

There is one easy solution to avoid similar scenari-
os in the future.

We propose that Florida adopt a law mirroring 
one recently passed in California that would elim-
inate seating of a grand jury in cases involving law 
enforcement — which should include correction 
officers.

California Gov. Jerry Brown signed a bill that bans 
“secret” deliberations in criminal cases. It made 
California the first state, according to a Huffington 
Post article, to ban the use of grand juries to decide 
if law enforcement officers should face charges in 
use-of-force cases.

The law was initiated by Sen. Holly Mitchell, 

D-Los Angeles, after national publicity over grand 
juries failing to indict police officers who killed un-
armed men in Ferguson, Mo., and Staten Island, N.Y.

The senator correctly said that presenting evidence 
to a panel of civilians in secret creates an air of 
distrust in the system.

The Sun, is reprinting an op-ed from The 
Republican newspaper in Springfield, Mass., today 
that has writer Rhonda Swan also calling for the end 
of grand juries being convened in cases involving 
law enforcement in Massachusetts. Swan used the 
Charlotte County case to make her point — even 
calling and interviewing the grand juror who spoke 
to the Sun, Louise Salcedo.

The Matthew Walker case is getting national atten-
tion. The revelations by Salcedo of the overwhelming 
evidence that Walker was murdered and the lack of 
indictments that would give prosecutors an opportu-
nity to prove a case against any of the 10 corrections 
officers involved are strong evidence that changes 
need to be made.

State attorney staffs have too much control and 
influence in these secret deliberations. It would be 
interesting to know how often grand juries failed to 
indict law enforcement officers and other state- and 
city-employed servants compared to the percentage 
of other private citizens.

We asked the state attorney’s office for numbers of 
“failures to indict” in cases similar to the Matthew 
Walker death but were told that information could 
not be gleaned from files because the person’s job 
description is not included in records. The informa-
tion could only be divulged if a request was made for 
a specific person and/or case.

Taking the burden off private citizens and drop-
ping it in the lap of state attorneys — who have to 
answer to voters — would be a positive step for the 
state of Florida to take.

Grand juries should bow out of police cases
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Trumpish response: 
‘You’re fired’

Editor:
I see that the Fishermen’s 

Village sale deal has been 
delayed due to the fact that 
City Attorney David Levin was 
not prepared to make recom-
mendations on the proposed 
contract. 

Although he had adequate 
time to complete the assigned 
task, he asked his partner to 
review the contract. His part-
ner, however, went on vacation 
and therefore the contract 
review was still not completed. 

Is there anyone else who 
thinks that this is an unaccept-
able performance by someone 
hired by the city to complete 
a job? The City Council might 
want to consider the words 
used by an infamous reality TV 
show host when an individual 
does not meet expectations: 
“You’re fired!”

Rob Lauriguet
Port Charlotte

Pet adoption
great experience

Editor:
This is a big thank-you to 

the Humane Society in Port 
Charlotte. On Sunday the 16th 
we went to look at the cats. 
We ended up with the only 
one that went right to my 
husband.

Her name is Eden and she is 
a mellow lap cat about 1 year 
old and as sweet as can be.

The place was clean and 
the workers were helpful and 
happy for Eden. If you are 
thinking of getting a pet, go 
out there and adopt and save 
a life. Your fur-child is waiting. 
She also came micro-chipped. 
She already has us under her 
spell. So a big thank-you to the 
place that has to make do with 
little but puts a lot of love in 
our heart.

Carol Leonard
Port Charlotte

Agenda
isn’t hidden

Editor:
This public’s view of the 

state’s attorney vs. Salcedo is 
that your agenda is showing. 
The power of the press and 
self Pulitzer Prize interest. Add 
your agenda to the prevailing 
national administration’s 
penchant of selective law 
enforcement and you can 
make a compelling argument 
to not enforce the law.

Steve Russell is right and 
the Sun’s Viewpoint position is 
wrong. We are a nation of laws. 

I have suspected from the 
first article that the local 
prison expose was/is a Pulitzer 
project. I was convinced 
when the first follow-up issue 
exposed the death of a number 
of inmates that seemed, from 
the reports, to have no nefar-
ious implications other than 
just statistics. I am sure adding 
the grand jury proceedings 
to the project will have great 
influence with prize judges.

John Hitzel
Port Charlotte

Alzheimer’s groups
need support

Editor:
Your front page article is 

both encouraging and chal-
lenging. You cite the many 
medical achievements of the 
past and yet point out the 
current scourge, Alzheimer’s 
disease, as affecting more and 
more of us.

Our cerebral faculties dete-
riorate faster than the physical 
health in many ways, and we 
have little to offer in the way of 
effective treatment.  

The progression is at the 
present time inevitable and 
depressing. The pharmaceuti-
cal industry hasn’t put enough 
emphasis on investment 
for a cure. If the same effort 
made for erectile dysfunction 
was made for Alzheimer’s, 
we might be seeing some 
progress. 

Not that any disease is 
unworthy of treatment, I only 
point out the pharmaceutical 
industry directs its advertis-
ing dollars to those able to 
respond. Alzheimer’s patients 
aren’t photogenic enough for 
glitzy commercials. And they 
can’t respond.

We are the ones who have to 
respond. We must encourage 
innovation and open-minded 
efforts to change the response 
of our aging population. 
Healthy habits of diet, exer-
cise and supplementation 
may slowly delay the onset. 
Contributions to appropriate 
advocates like the Alzheimer’s 
Association are urgently 
needed.

Dr. Donald Ketterhagen
Punta Gorda

Russell should
be ashamed

Editor:
Mr. Stephen Russell:
You can hide behind the 

skirts of the Florida Statutes 
Chapter 905 (Grand Jury) 
from now until kingdom 
come. However, without a 
shadow of doubt, a colossal 
miscarriage of justice has been 
committed by you and the 
grand jury in the matter of the 
deaths of so many prisoners 
at the Charlotte Correctional 
Institution, especially in the 
death of Matthew Walker.

The juror who came forward 
and spoke to the Charlotte Sun 
is a heroine, in the finest sense 
of that word.

You, on the other hand, 
exhibited gross incompetence 
and negligence in not pressing 
the case against the guards 
with greater effort.

A well-known cliché tells us 
that a state attorney or district 
attorney can indict a ham 
sandwich, provided the will is 
there.

Certainly, there was ample 
circumstantial evidence pres-
ent to have at least some of 
the guards stand trial for some 
degree of murder. At the very 
least, you could have made a 
case for contempt and refusal 

to cooperate in a capital crime.
I cannot quarrel with the 

jurors, who, as lay citizens, 
must have been intimidated 
by your advice.

This case will be inscribed 
in the annals of jurisprudence 
and civil rights law as a glaring, 
text-book example of the 
deficiencies in our grand jury 
system.

Irwin Wolfe
Port Charlotte

State attorney:
We condone murder

Editor:
It appears to me that the 

Sun is really asking for public 
opinion about the state attor-
ney’s inaction. To use the word 
“negligent” is supremely kind.  

Russell, in defending his 
advisers, referred to the 
“American criminal justice 
system.” It would have been 
much more accurate had he 
used the word “legal” in place 
of justice. He continues by 
informing us that no person 
accused of a crime is required 
to prove his innocence. The 
government bears “this heavy 

burden” of proving the case 
beyond a reasonable doubt.  

A man was found beaten 
to death after a bed check 
that was against DOC policy. 
Evidence in the case was de-
stroyed. Officers refused to talk. 
There was no video in that part 
of the prison. Ten correction 
officers against one inmate was 
obviously too heavy a burden 
for Russell’s advisers.  

Who are the “criminals” in 
this case and how many of 
them are still employed by the 
taxpayers? This entire scenario 
is beyond comprehension, 
with or without comments by 
any grand jurors. If, in fact, 
indictments were discour-
aged since convictions were 
unlikely. Why doesn’t the state 
attorney just tell it like it is: We 
condone murder.

Joyce Robbins
Port Charlotte

Speaker invited
to GOP meeting

Editor:
The speaker on incorpo-

ration of Port Charlotte at 
our Republican Executive 
Committee meeting in July 
was an invited guest.

I personally extended the 
invitation, because I believe 
the subject is of interest to all 
taxpayers in Charlotte County, 
regardless of where in the 
county they reside. We pro-
vided an allotted amount of 
time on our agenda, permitted 
questions from the floor and 
invited the press. We also 
invited the speakers to stay 
after the meeting to continue 
the discussion.

A recent letter writer is not 
a member of the REC and his 
name is not on the guest list 
for that meeting. He is there-
fore not qualified to speak 
on what took place at the 
meeting. We did not notice the 
disaster he says occurred. 

The speaker is a friend who 
has worked hard on her idea. 
We appreciate her taking the 
time to inform the group. The 
decision on incorporation is 
an important one and should 
be guided by the facts related 
to the issue, not by gossip and 
personal attacks on a group 
of civic-minded people who 
devote their time and talent to 
providing a needed forum for 
issues facing Charlotte County 
citizens.

Bill Folchi, Chairman
Charlotte County Republican Party

Grand juries
should bow out
of police cases

OUR POSITION: We believe 
removing the burden of indictment 
from grand juries in cases involving 
law enforcement officers and 
placing it with the state attorney’s 
office would be a good move.

C riticism of a local grand jury 
for failing to move to indict 
any of 10 Charlotte County 

Correction Institution correc-
tions officers in the 2014 death 
of Matthew Walker has swelled 
since more details in a Florida Law 
Department of Law Enforcement 
report were published in the Sun.

A member of the grand jury 
seated to review evidence in the 
murder of Walker came forward 
recently, at the threat of being 
charged with a felony, and said 
she regretted no indictments were 
tendered. She told the newspaper 
she believes someone should pay 
for what was an obvious homicide 
of the CCI inmate.

Her criticism of legal advisers 
from the 20th Circuit State 
Attorney’s office for telling mem-
bers of the grand jury there was not 
enough evidence to get a convic-
tion has ruffled some feathers. 
State Attorney Steve Russell wrote 
a guest column in the Sun that was 
critical of the juror and said the 
newspaper’s editorial undermined 
the grand jury system — where 
jurors are sworn to secrecy.

There is one easy solution to 
avoid similar scenarios in the 
future.

We propose that Florida adopt a 
law mirroring one recently passed 
in California that would eliminate 
seating of a grand jury in cases in-
volving law enforcement — which 
should include correction officers.

California Gov. Jerry Brown 
signed a bill that bans “secret” 
deliberations in criminal cases. 
It made California the first state, 
according to a Huffington Post 
article, to ban the use of grand 
juries to decide if law enforcement 
officers should face charges in 
use-of-force cases.

The law was initiated by Sen. 
Holly Mitchell, D-Los Angeles, after 
national publicity over grand juries 
failing to indict police officers who 
killed unarmed men in Ferguson, 
Mo., and Staten Island, N.Y.

The senator correctly said that 
presenting evidence to a panel of 
civilians in secret creates an air of 
distrust in the system.

The Sun, is reprinting an op-ed 
from The Republican newspaper in 
Springfield, Mass., today that has 
writer Rhonda Swan also calling 
for the end of grand juries being 
convened in cases involving law 
enforcement in Massachusetts. 
Swan used the Charlotte County 
case to make her point — even 
calling and interviewing the grand 
juror who spoke to the Sun, Louise 
Salcedo.

The Matthew Walker case is 
getting national attention. The 
revelations by Salcedo of the 
overwhelming evidence that 
Walker was murdered and the lack 
of indictments that would give 
prosecutors an opportunity to 
prove a case against any of the 10 
corrections officers involved are 
strong evidence that changes need 
to be made.

State attorney staffs have too 
much control and influence in 
these secret deliberations. It would 
be interesting to know how often 
grand juries failed to indict law 
enforcement officers and other 
state- and city-employed servants 
compared to the percentage of 
other private citizens.

We asked the state attorney’s 
office for numbers of “failures 
to indict” in cases similar to the 
Matthew Walker death but were 
told that information could not 
be gleaned from files because the 
person’s job description is not in-
cluded in records. The information 
could only be divulged if a request 
was made for a specific person 
and/or case.

Taking the burden off private 
citizens and dropping it in the lap 
of state attorneys — who have to 
answer to voters — would be a 
positive step for the state of Florida 
to take.

A key component to the 
Charlotte Local Educa-
tion Foundation’s Take 

Stock in Children Scholarship 
program is our mentors. 

What is a mentor?
A mentor is a caring, com-

passionate adult who chooses 
to devote their time to a young 
person, offering them support, 
guidance, and encouragement. 

If you can donate just one hour 
per week, you can change a life 
by helping a child build a solid 
foundation of values, establish 
goals, improve their academic 

and life skills, while developing 
their self-esteem and confidence. 

Why become a mentor?
More and more people want 

to have a lasting, profound 
impact in their community. They 
understand that the commit-
ment of becoming a mentor can 
change a child’s life while helping 
them grow personally. It’s a way 
to give back to others and to our 

community. 
Where and when does mento-

ring occur?
Mentoring sessions range from 

60 minutes, once a week and 
occur at a school near your home 
or workplace, during school 
hours. The days and times of 
mentoring sessions are arranged 

Education Foundation in need of mentors
Guest columnist

Sharon McNeal
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OUR POSITION: It is a slap at justice that correc-
tions officers — especially some the state attorney 
said were suspected of “wrongdoing” in Matthew 
Walker’s murder — are still on the Charlotte 
Correctional Institution payroll.

A ll of the 10 corrections officers involved in 
battering inmate Matthew Walker to death 
in 2014 were able to retain their jobs as 

corrections officers.
It just doesn’t seem right.
The account of Matthew Walker’s death has been 

well-documented in a Sun and Miami Herald series 
of stories published in both newspapers. Walker was 
in a confrontation with as many as 10 officers. His 
face was beaten beyond recognition and his skull 
crushed. It all started because he was awakened late 
at night — a bed check that was against prison poli-
cy — and ordered to put away a cup and magazines.

A grand jury was convened and was presented 
telling evidence of the bludgeoning of Walker. There 
was never any doubt that guards killed him.

But, because evidence was destroyed and because 
no prison official who was interviewed would admit 
to seeing anything that happened, no indictments 
were returned. Advisers from the State Attorney’s 
Office, according to one juror, said there was not 
enough evidence to convict anyone of Walker’s 
murder.

The guards were all reinstated pending an open 
administrative investigation of the prison. Eight 
returned to CCI; one was reassigned to Fort Myers 
and one left the profession.

This past year, three of the eight guards who 
returned to CCI quit. Five still draw a paycheck at 
the prison, although they have, thankfully, been 
given jobs that do not allow them to interact 

with prisoners.
Those guards were directly involved in Walker’s 

death, according to evidence, and most have had 
several complaints of violence or abuse of inmates 
made against them in their career.

Tyler Triplett was the person who, according to 
grand jury testimony and evidence, stomped on 
a near-lifeless Walker during the altercation. He 
denied striking Walker. He has been working in the 
prison system since 2006 and has had 39 complaints 
related to abusing inmates filed against him. None 
were ever sustained. He is working now in Fort 
Myers.

Daniel Lynch was another of the five officers 
accused of causing Walker’s death. He has had 31 
complaints, none sustained, filed against him since 
he began working at CCI. He works at the traffic 
control entrance at CCI.

Thomas Weidner was another of the five officers 
“suspected of criminal wrongdoing” in Walker’s 
death. He also works at the CCI entrance check-
point. He has had 35 complaints filed against him. 
None were ever sustained.

Mestely Saintervil held Walker around the waist 
during the struggle that killed the inmate, according 
to testimony. He won his job back but quit in June 
without giving a reason. He had 13 complaints filed 
against him related to use of force against inmates. 
None were ever proven.

Edward Sinor was the fifth of five officers singled 
out for “criminal wrongdoing” in Walker’s death. He 
also was rehired but quit just last month. He had 24 
complaints related to use of force against inmates 
filed against him. Again, none were ever sustained.

The idea that no one has paid for Matthew 
Walker’s death is difficult to fathom. We hope the 
ongoing FDOC investigation will right the situation.

Walker’s killers mostly still work at local prison
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‘Silent majority’
in many cultures

Fair trade
ruining the US

Obama repeating
bad history

Americans deserve
better political system

Celebrity waiters
did great job

Thanks to many
who cared for dog

Sen. Nelson
is a traitor

Editor:
I have just read the “col-

umn” written by your guest 
columnist, Mr. Obeldallah.  
He either can’t read or has 
chosen not to read the Quran. 
It calls for the death or taxa-
tion of all unbelievers.  

You can be spared the 
death penalty for unbelief if 
you agree to pay a “tax.” Mr. 
Schilling pointed out that only 
a small percentage of Muslims 
hold this radical view.  

I believe he was correct. 
Remember that there is a 
“silent majority” among 
Muslims, just as there was 
among Germans. 

Fred Doughty
North Port

Editor:
The perfect storm, so to 

speak, is taking place in our 
economy at present. 

Let’s take a short look back 
to the 1960s. In 1965, we had 
career days at our high schools 
and employers would set up 
booths. At the end of the day 
you would have three or four 
job offers. I know I did. 

Now what is happening? 
Where are the jobs? Along 
came fair trade. We were told 
by our government it would 
bring great rewards to the 
job markets. We would be 
shipping our goods all over the 
world.

What happened? We shipped 
our jobs all over the world, not 

Editor:
Once upon a time, that was 

long ago, there was a person 
of great stature. His name 
Neville Chamberlain. He went 
forth from the land known as 
England to discuss a treaty with 
the terrorist country Germany. 
He returned with a treaty that 
promised peace in our time. 
That peace did not last long. 
There was war.

Many months ago our presi-
dent sent his emissary of great 
stature, John Kerry, to discuss 
with the terrorist county Iran. 
He returned with a treaty that 
promises peace in our time as 
opposed to war.

Those who do not learn from 
past mistakes in history are 
doomed to repeat them.  Is this 
doomed to failure?

Obama has repeatedly stood 
before this country and touted 
the negative impact worldwide 
economic sanctions were hav-
ing on Iran. The audience stood 
and cheered. If those sanctions 
were working then why seek a 
treaty with Iran which rewards 
them for their behavior in 
Arabic areas of the world? Why 
are they agreeing to something 
that we had wanted for years? 
Are we being out-maneuvered?

Our president wanted a 
gentler, less aggressive nation. 
Using this approach he has 
used economic and trade 
sanctions. He has used this 
approach with Putin. Is the 
gentler, less aggressive ap-
proach working with Russia?

Iran is the 500-pound gorilla 
in that region responsible for 
much of the turmoil in the area. 
Removing sanctions, which 
the treaty does, will financially 
enable them to roil the waters 
even more.

History repeating itself?
Lloyd Stilson
Port Charlotte

Editor:
Since our Supreme Court, 

in its infinite wisdom, decided 
that “corporations are people 
and money is free speech,” the 
White House is now for sale. 

The airwaves will be 
jammed for the next 15 
months with reasons why 
certain candidates should 
become our next president. 
The first Republican debate 
consisted of 10 people on the 
stage basically insulting each 
other. Thomas Jefferson would 
have been appalled.

We need some rationality in 
the process. I would suggest 
something along these lines.

Editor:
The Military Heritage 

Museum thanks the celebrity 
waiters, the Punta Gorda Elks 
Lodge 2606, and our great vol-
unteers for making the Annual 
Celebrity Waiters Fundraising 
Event a success once again.  

The 139 attendees enjoyed 
the world famous Mama 
Lovejoy’s spaghetti and meat 
sauce, salad, assorted drinks 
and dessert.  No one left hungry!

Art Rimback
Punta Gorda

Editor:
A few days ago, we had to 

say goodbye to our beloved 
Chihuahua, Charley. 

Steve and Robin, at the 
crematory for Pet Passings 
of Kays-Ponger & Uselton 
Funeral Home in Punta Gorda 
helped us through this most 
difficult time. They were 
courteous, personal, and truly 
caring.

Also, special thanks to Mark 
DeGrove and staff at Peace 
River Veterinary Clinic, who 
took care of Charley for 10 1⁄2  
years.

We thank you more than 
words can ever say.

Melissa, Pat Baldwin
Punta Gorda

Editor:
This is an open letter to Sen. 

Bill Nelson, D-Fla.
If you vote to approve the 

“deal” with Iran, I consider you 
a traitor to this country. You 
put politics before the safety of 
Americans and its allies.

The “deal” funds a government 
that sponsors terrorism and 
allows them to develop a nuclear 
bomb. Their statements, “death 
to America and Israel,” will result 
in the death of millions.

If you vote to approve the 
“deal,” you should be prosecuted 
for crimes against humanity.

Louis Macri
North Port

Walker’s killers
mostly still work 

at local prison
OUR POSITION: It is a slap at 

justice that corrections officers — 
especially some the state attorney 
said were suspected of “wrongdo-
ing” in Matthew Walker’s murder 
— are still on the Charlotte 
Correctional Institution payroll.

A ll of the 10 corrections 
officers involved in 
battering inmate Mat-

thew Walker to death in 2014 
were able to retain their jobs as 
corrections officers.

It just doesn’t seem right.
The account of Matthew 

Walker’s death has been 
well-documented in a Sun and 
Miami Herald series of stories 
published in both newspapers. 
Walker was in a confrontation 
with as many as 10 officers. His 
face was beaten beyond recogni-
tion and his skull crushed. It all 
started because he was awak-
ened late at night — a bed check 
that was against prison policy — 
and ordered to put away a cup 
and magazines.

A grand jury was convened 
and was presented telling 
evidence of the bludgeoning 
of Walker. There was never any 
doubt that guards killed him.

But, because evidence was 
destroyed and because no pris-
on official who was interviewed 
would admit to seeing anything 
that happened, no indictments 
were returned. Advisers from the 
State Attorney’s Office, accord-
ing to one juror, said there was 
not enough evidence to convict 
anyone of Walker’s murder.

The guards were all reinstated 
pending an open administrative 
investigation of the prison. 
Eight returned to CCI; one was 
reassigned to Fort Myers and 
one left the profession.

This past year, three of the 
eight guards who returned 
to CCI quit. Five still draw a 
paycheck at the prison, although 
they have, thankfully, been given 
jobs that do not allow them to 
interact with prisoners.

Those guards were directly 
involved in Walker’s death, 
according to evidence, and most 
have had several complaints of 
violence or abuse of inmates 
made against them in their 
career.

Tyler Triplett was the per-
son who, according to grand 
jury testimony and evidence, 
stomped on a near-lifeless 
Walker during the altercation. 
He denied striking Walker. He 
has been working in the prison 
system since 2006 and has had 
39 complaints related to abus-
ing inmates filed against him. 
None were ever sustained. He is 
working now in Fort Myers.

Daniel Lynch was another of 
the five officers accused of caus-
ing Walker’s death. He has had 
31 complaints, none sustained, 
filed against him since he began 
working at CCI. He works at the 
traffic control entrance at CCI.

Thomas Weidner was another 
of the five officers “suspected 
of criminal wrongdoing” in 
Walker’s death. He also works 
at the CCI entrance checkpoint. 
He has had 35 complaints filed 
against him. None were ever 
sustained.

Mestely Saintervil held Walker 
around the waist during the 
struggle that killed the inmate, 
according to testimony. He won 
his job back but quit in June 
without giving a reason. He had 
13 complaints filed against him 
related to use of force against 
inmates. None were ever proven.

Edward Sinor was the fifth 
of five officers singled out 
for “criminal wrongdoing” in 
Walker’s death. He also was 
rehired but quit just last month. 
He had 24 complaints related to 
use of force against inmates filed 
against him. Again, none were 
ever sustained.

The idea that no one has paid 
for Matthew Walker’s death is 
difficult to fathom. We hope the 
ongoing FDOC investigation will 
right the situation.

our goods. The great lie to the 
people of the United States 
was perpetrated. Ask a senator. 
Why did we need Japan in our 
market? Why did we let them 
destroy our automotive manu-
facturers? They destroyed our 
automotive manufacturing.  

Korea was next, then came 
China. Now here comes India 
on the trading scene. They are 
shipping farm tractors into the 
U.S.  How long can John Deere 
last? Our politicians are still 
trying to sell us on fair trade. It 
was always a lie.

It stripped out every good 
paying manufacturing job we 
had.

Just look at the whole 
picture. On one side we have 
citizens listening to a socialist 
for a way out. On the other 
side we have politicians run-
ning who want more fair trade. 
Now we have useful idiots 
wanting to separate us from 
cheap energy. It’s better known 
as an out-of-control EPA.

Robert Brown
Punta Gorda

Campaigning should not 
begin until about four-five 
months prior to the election. 
Both parties must have select-
ed their candidate by that date.

The final two candidates 
would receive an equal and 
reasonable amount of funds 
from the government.

The candidates would not 
be allowed to use any other 
source of funds, including 
the candidates’ own personal 
wealth.

Under our present sys-
tem, unknown sources can, 
and do, provide hundreds 
of millions. We’ll never know 
if those funds came from 
American billionaires, China, 
drug cartels or any other 
well-funded group.

I fully understand that my 
proposal will never happen, 
but all Americans deserve 
something better than what 
we have.

Hank Berlon
Punta Gorda

On this Labor Day, 
American workers may 
be beginning to reclaim 

what by right should be theirs. To 
be sure, the economic statistics 
continue to appall: In the second 
quarter of this year, for instance, 
labor costs rose at their lowest 
rate since the early 1980s — a 
measly 0.2 percent, despite 
steady economic growth and fall-
ing unemployment. That’s what 
happens when the income gains 
from work accrue almost entirely 
to owners, stock players and top 
executives.

But the push-back against the 
imbalances of power and income 
between workers (who have 

little) and employers (who have 
lots), which has been spurred by 
fast-food workers’ “Fight for 15,” 
is showing some distinctly pos-
itive results. Ordinances to raise 
the local minimum wage, for 
instance, which first popped up 
in liberal strongholds such as San 
Francisco and Seattle, have in the 
past few weeks been enacted in 
St. Louis; Kansas City, Mo.; and 
Birmingham, Ala. A proposed 
ballot measure to raise the 

minimum wage to $15 by 2021 
in California — home to one of 
every eight U.S. workers — com-
manded 68 percent support in a 
Field Poll survey last week.

Unions are polling better, too: 
In a mid-August Gallup Poll, 
they had a 58 percent approval 
rating, including 66 percent 
among adults under 35. That’s 
radically at odds, of course, with 
the percentage of private-sector 
workers who actually belong to 
unions, which is just 6.6 percent. 
The chasm between the number 
who approve and the number 
who belong stems from decades 
of union smashing by employers, 
ranging from illegal firings of 

union activists to corporate 
restructurings that enable 
employers to claim their workers 
aren’t actually theirs.

From hotels whose desk clerks 
and housekeepers are nominally 
employed by staffing agencies; 
to the Nissan factories where 
“temps,” who may have labored 
there for years, are paid less than 
Nissan employees for doing the 
same work; to the FedEx drivers, 
whom the company insists are 
independent contractors, though 
they can’t drive for anybody 
else, millions of workers have 
had no legal right to knock on 

At last, workers beginning to gain traction
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