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The population of Garfield County, Colorado, the coverage area of the Post Independent, is 
roughly one-third Latino. More than half of the students in our county’s two school districts are 
Latino.  

These residents are critical to our economy, working mainly in service and labor jobs that 
stretch from Rifle in the western part of the county to Glenwood Springs and then 40 miles up 
the Roaring Fork River Valley to Aspen, in neighboring Pitkin County. The children can be 
among our future leaders. 

The county has no Latino elected officials at any level of government and civic outreach is 
nonexistent. The Post Independent has worked under new leadership in the past 18 months to 
engage and provide a voice for our Latino neighbors. We’ve built sources and trust, added a 
local immigrant columnist, covered topics of interest to this population and translated those 
stories to Spanish for our website. 

Events in 2015 compelled us to add our editorial voice to this effort.  

As anti-immigrant rhetoric heated up in the GOP presidential campaign and became reflected 
in some letters to the editor, and a Latino man was beaten in a grocery store parking lot 
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between Glenwood Springs and Aspen, we decided a broad, clear statement of support for 
immigrants was needed.  

Our Sept. 28 editorial, “We stand in support of immigrants,” prompted strong reaction. Critics 
called for Editor Randy Essex to resign and bristled at his blunt language.  
Latino readers, among others, reacted with an outpouring of gratitude (see supplemental PDF). 
The reaction and conversation we sparked led to a follow-up editorial the next week 
underscoring our stand as Essex focused on national aspects of the immigration debate, 
particularly the foolishness of cruel, fiscally irresponsible calls to deport 11 million people.  
The third editorial entered is a holiday message in which Essex again focused on immigration 
and called for overcoming fear and practicing goodwill toward men. 
Our circulation area is divided, from tea party gasland to the west to liberal pockets closer to 
Aspen, but it is a largely conservative place. Even though our positions had significant support, 
this is not a comfortable topic for many of our readers.  
What did we achieve? We comforted the afflicted, expressed a solidarity with immigrant 
neighbors that they have not heard and gave notice to our readers that we will not tolerate 
xenophobia. We are educating and advocating for simple decency while inviting a large 
segment of our population to join a broad civic conversation from which they have been largely 
excluded. 
We are proud to raise the profile of these issues, challenge anti-immigrant thinking and to 
stand up for our Latino neighbors.  

 

 



Tra!c meeting Wednesday
Tra!c concerns? Join this venue to work 

with our city to address the issues you feel 
are most important. If you worry about the 
safety of your family, our residents and tour-
ists, if you feel that aggressive drivers impact 
the quality of life in our city, come and help 
us imagine and implement solutions. Our 
city will be on hand to update us on the solu-
tions implemented recently.

Imagine Glenwood meets at the Glenwood 
Springs Library at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 30.

Diane Reynolds
Glenwood Springs

Tired of open-border liberals
Jon Fox Rubin jumps to a hate-crime conclu-

sion in his “work to be welcoming” opinion piece. 
When an alien here illegally put five rounds 
from an M-1 through the Basalt 7-11 window 
eight years ago because he didn’t like my “Border 
Patrol” hat, no one called it a hate crime.

Was it a hate crime when an El Salvador-
ian knifed two Mexicans this month in the 
middle of Glenwood? Do you know for sure 
what happened in El Jebel wasn’t the result 
of a drug deal gone bad?

I am sick and tired of naive, open-border 
liberals like Jon saying we need to welcome 
people who spit on our sovereignty while de-
manding the precious rights of citizenship.

I am an immigrant who came here with 
my family in ’54. We followed the laws of this 
country and became naturalized citizens. 
We had sponsors who were economically 
responsible for us. There were no welfare 
programs for immigrants, no bilingual ed-
ucation. My family didn’t help send tens of 
billions in U.S. earnings out of the U.S.  

People here illegally are a root cause of in-
come inequality liberals like Jon only pay lip 
service to. These immigrants steal U.S. jobs, 
overcrowd our prisons and degrade our schools. 

It’s funny Jon mentions Basalt and 
its trendy claim of being the second 

“compassionate city” in the U.S. Only three 
years after this hollow declaration, Basalt 
e"ectively evicted its entire Hispanic popula-
tion from the middle of town.

But that’s the wall those upvalley self-serv-
ing altruists operate. They get all the cheap, 
illegal labor and downvalley gets to educate 
their children.

People like Jon Fox-Rubin apparently can 
a"ord to be generous with other people’s 
interests.

Bruno Kirchenwitz
Rifle

Bike trails: Illness prevention
I am very happy to learn that the bike trails 

near Glenwood Springs might actually be 
completed in my lifetime. I don’t cycle much 
now because I am terrified of the cars whiz-
zing by. But with a bike path like this, I am 
sure I and others would use it to the benefit of 
our collectively improved health and fitness. 

While I accept that others feel that this 
amenity is not useful and the money should 
be spent in other ways, I would like to sug-
gest that if more people would cycle and 
exercise, their health might not be failing as 
they age. Being healthier as we age would 
reduce the cost of health care, possibly even 
lower nursing home attendance. 

Maybe people would not be on oxygen and 
there would be less diabetes, heart disease, 
obesity and a whole host of other lifestyle con-
ditions that are reversible with a little more 
personal accountability. I even wonder if the 
dollars saved in medical expenses avoided by 
having a healthier populace might add up to 
more than what is spent on completing bike 
trails and other similar health promoting 
projects. Check out this link for a little corrob-
oration: http://tinyurl.com/odlmhv9.

I’d like to add that if you are considering any 
lifestyle changes, contacting Ardis Ho"man 
with Heart Healthy Meals would be a great 
place to start — ardisho"man@gmail.com. 

Carol Turtle
Glenwood Springs
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I n June, we posted a story on Postin-
dependent.com in Spanish about a 
Rifle man whose wife and children, 

one of whom needs intensive medical 
care, were stuck in Mexico because an 
immigration lawyer screwed up.

One of our readers asked on Facebook, 
“Since when did the Post become a Lati-
no newspaper??”

Well, we are not, and we had published 
the story in English a few days before. 
But, as we replied at the time, we are a 
news organization that works to serve 
people who live here — all of them. 

While our printed product is in English, 
our website allows us to reach a broader 
audience. We’ve had a handful of stories 
translated to Spanish in the past year 
or so and posted them online when we 
think a topic is of particular interest to 
people in our market whose first language 
is Spanish. We’ve done it with stories on 
immigrant driver’s licenses, mental health 
resources and a few others. 

But perhaps we haven’t been suf-
ficiently clear that the Glenwood 
Springs Post Independent stands with 
immigrants. 

We favor a path to citizenship for peo-
ple who are living here lawfully and who 
follow appropriate procedures to gain le-
gal status. And we strongly support con-
gressional action to broaden that path. 
We favor deporting felons but doing all 
the country can to not break up families.

We’ve had enough of the xenophobic 
blaming, enough of the ludicrous calls 
to deport 11 million people, enough of 
the hate that led to a beating in a Basalt 
parking lot, enough of the nativist rheto-
ric billowing up from too many Republi-
can presidential candidates pandering to 
fear. We’ve had enough of barely veiled 
racist blather about “anchor babies.” 

Children born on U.S. soil are citizens 
as established by the Constitution of the 
United States of America and thus with 
the same legal status as, say, freedom of 
religion.

To put what teeth we can behind our 
position, the Post Independent in letters 
to the editor, guest opinions or columns 
will no longer publish the terms “anchor 
babies” or “illegal” as nouns for human 
beings. 

It is one thing to say a person is here 
illegally, a factual statement, but another 
to call a person an illegal. “Illegal” as a 
noun and “anchor baby” are pejoratives 
that are o"ensive to a significant portion 
of our neighbors. We have confidence 
that our letter writers can express them-
selves without this language. If they can-
not, they’ll have to find another venue to 
share their feelings. 

All of this vile rhetoric is not just igno-
rant, it is not just baselessly fearful, it is 
not just mean-spirited. It is dangerous 
and un-American. 

We are (almost) all immigrants by 
heritage.  

Yes, we need border security — though 
net immigration to the United States is 
low, particularly from Mexico. 

Yes, we have laws and laws are to be 
followed and enforced — though mem-
bers of both parties widely acknowledge 
that the immigration system is broken 
and needs reform. 

Yes, some immigrants commit crimes, 
but rather than believing candidates’ and 
Fox News’ use of isolated instances for 
shock and propaganda, we should look 
at real data. A report this month from 
the National Academies of Sciences, En-
gineering and Medicine found that “for-
eign-born men age 18-39 are incarcerat-
ed at one-fourth the rate of native-born 
American men of the same age.” 

It’s important to note, too, that the vast 
majority of current-day immigrants in 
our region are here legally, are dedicated 
workers and place high importance on 
family. We would be wise to reach out 
and seek to include these neighbors in 
e"orts to improve our communities and 
solve problems. The PI seeks to include 
them in our vigorous discussion of issues. 

The shameful deadlock in Washington, 
in which some members of both parties, 
but particularly social conservatives, 
cling to untenable positions pandering to 
and thus further engendering extrem-
ism, has left us without bold leadership 
on this and many other points.

So let’s listen to Pope Francis, who told 
Congress last week: 

“In recent centuries, millions of people 
came to this land to pursue their dream 
of building a future in freedom. We, the 
people of this continent, are not fearful of 
foreigners, because most of us were once 
foreigners. I say this to you as the son of 
immigrants, knowing that so many of you 
are also descended from immigrants. …

“On this continent, too, thousands of 
persons are led to travel north in search 
of a better life for themselves and for 
their loved ones, in search of greater 
opportunities. Is this not what we want 
for our own children? We must not be 
taken aback by their numbers, but rather 
view them as persons, seeing their faces 
and listening to their stories, trying to 
respond as best we can to their situa-
tion. To respond in a way which is always 
humane, just and fraternal. We need to 
avoid a common temptation nowadays: 
to discard whatever proves troublesome. 
Let us remember the Golden Rule: ‘Do 
unto others as you would have them do 
unto you.’

“This rule points us in a clear direction. 
Let us treat others with the same passion 
and compassion with which we want to 
be treated. Let us seek for others the same 
possibilities which we seek for ourselves. 
Let us help others to grow, as we would 
like to be helped ourselves. In a word, if 
we want security, let us give security; if we 
want life, let us give life; if we want op-
portunities, let us provide opportunities.”

So many in our nation today, including 
many so-called leaders, trumpet their pi-
ety for political gain while ignoring these 
Christian principles. 

We can be better than that. We must 
be, and we can start locally.

We stand in support 
of immigrants
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Battlement Mesa outrage
I moved to Battlement Mesa for the 

beautiful views, the fresh air, and the quiet 
serenity of the surrounding mountains. 
As a new homeowner, there were things 
I didn’t know — like the fact that the 
planners who approved building the Vil-
lages in Battlement are now recommend-
ing drilling sites right in our residential 
community.

Small communities offer opportunities 
to participate in local government, right? 
I recently attended the site tour (or sales 
presentation) Ursa hosted for Garfield 
planning commissioners. Surprisingly, 
only Ursa’s representatives or the com-
missioners were allowed to speak. We 
visited a proposed site for a drilling pad 
for 28 wells. It is just down the hill from 
my home. I’ll be able to watch, hear and 
smell the entire operation from my office 
window, perhaps for years to come. So 
much for the beautiful views, fresh air, and 
mountain serenity.

The next night was the five-hour meeting 
of the planning commissioners. After 90 
minutes summarizing Ursa’s application 

for in-town drilling, and 90 minutes for 
Ursa speeches (mostly sales pitches), Gar-
field County citizens were finally allowed 
to speak. Each got three minutes to quickly 
voice concerns. While the commissioners 
did broach questions and comments to 
Ursa, they were mute to our concerns. They 
did, however, note when each speaker’s 
time was up. Ursa was allowed to react to 
our comments, but we could not respond 
to theirs. Well, so much for participatory 
government.

Fred Jarman, community development 
director, delineated the differences be-
tween rights of homeowners (aka “surface 
owners”) and mineral lessees. Who do you 
think has the greater input into community 
development: mineral lessees, or “surface 
owners?” Yup, mineral lessees. Mr. Jarman 
advocated far more for Ursa than for the 
community he is developing. 

Here’s a news flash: Battlement Mesa 
is considered an “experiment” for estab-
lishing the feasibility of drilling, fracking, 
pipeline installation and pumping gas 
from within communities. This is out-
rageous. Please join me in exposing the 

dangers of this audacious affront to our 
community. Get Ursa’s drilling outside our 
residential area.

Kathlyn Kingdon
Battlement Mesa

Invest in top-notch education
At back-to-school night recently in the 

midvalley, the AV setup was a microphone 
placed between two speakers on an Apple 
laptop resting on a chair, and the principal 
projected the slides onto a small screen 
similar to what I saw in my neighbor’s trash 
recently. 

Hey, I’m a big fan of frugality, and I 
admire how much our schools do with so 
little. But is this, uh, the great country of 
America? Is this really the best we have for 
our next generation on the one unequivo-
cally vital public good? 

Unfortunately, I saw just the tip of the 
iceberg. Beyond the aged state of the Roar-
ing Fork School District infrastructure 
(and this includes outdated heating and 
cooling systems and ancient buildings), 
we’re also struggling operationally. My 

daughter’s class is selling magazines now 
to raise funds for the school. They should 
be studying. Squeezed for space, kids have 
to walk outside to modular classrooms. 
Building entrances aren’t modern and that 
means they’re not safe — either from traffic 
or intruders.

Our schools ought to be the No. 1 prior-
ity for the country and for Colorado. But 
because so many of us don’t like taxes, we 
choose to curse not just our kids but our-
selves, because economic success follows 
educated populations. Some people will 
hopefully hold their noses and vote yes on 
3B, the bond to fund infrastructure im-
provements, just because quality schools 
increase our property value. 

But that’s a selfish motive, and unnec-
essary. Public education is the least selfish 
thing we do. We should be voting yes on 3B 
when mail-in ballots arrive in October be-
cause we’re a great country that invests in 
ourselves and our future by ensuring top-
notch public education, the one enabling 
element of the American dream.

Auden Schendler
Basalt
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W e — the Post Indepen-
dent, Garfield Coun-
ty, Colorado and the 

nation — are not done talking and 
even arguing about immigration. 

It’s a healthy and necessary 
conversation. 

Last week’s editorial, “We stand 
in support of immigrants,” gen-
erated vigorous, mostly civil dis-
cussion among our readers, who 
shared the English and Spanish 
versions more than 1,500 times 
on Facebook. 

This is good, because Congress, 
which has become accomplished 
at not addressing critical issues 
such as the nation’s crumbling 
infrastructure, mass killings and 
even the budget and successful 
small programs such as the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, 
has put immigration reform on 
the shelf in favor of strident polit-
ical polarization.  

This is despite the fact that a 
majority of Americans want to 
fix an immigration system widely 
seen as broken. According to Gal-
lup and Pew polls this summer, 
more than two-thirds of Amer-
icans believe that people in the 
country improperly now should 
be allowed to stay for work and/or 
to become citizens. 

Following Barack Obama’s 
re-election, the Republican 

National Committee did deep 
naval-gazing to determine what 
went wrong. Among its conclu-
sions: “We must embrace and 
champion comprehensive immi-
gration reform. If we do not, our 
party’s appeal will continue to 
shrink to its core constituencies 
only. We also believe that com-
prehensive immigration reform is 
consistent with Republican eco-
nomic policies that promote job 
growth and opportunity for all.”

And yet conservative zealots 
blocked efforts to bring reform 
forward, and today Donald 
Trump has polluted our political 
discourse with preposterous calls 
to deport the estimated 11 million 
people in the country illegally. 
He even said last week that, in 
the nightmarish world in which 
he imagines being president, he 
would deport Syrian refugees the 
United States might take in. 

Trump, who loves the spotlight 
and knows it shines anew with 
each outlandish statement, is not 
going to be president. His support 
is flat at 20-25 percent support 
among Republican voters, who 
make up about 25-30 percent of 
the electorate. In other words, his 
poll support really reflects less 
than 10 percent of the full elector-
ate, and he has no broader appeal. 

We believe that instead of being 

cowed by the extreme minority on 
immigration (and other issues) 
the United States should pursue 
policy grounded in reality that 
would live up to its purported 
values as a beacon of human hope 
and decency. 

But the extremists have given 
currency to the frightening idea of 
rounding up and deporting 11 mil-
lion human beings from children 
to the elderly, many of whom have 
only scant ties to their native lands 
and some of whom would face per-
secution and death if they returned. 

This would be an epic humani-
tarian disaster. 

Right now, about half a million 
refugees from Syria, Kosovo, 
Afghanistan and other countries 
have created a crisis for European 
countries that have strong infra-
structure. Imagine millions of 
people being sent mostly to Latin 
American countries that struggle 
with criminal gangs. 

Forbes notes that Trump’s 
“18-month to two-year time frame 
would mean between 458,000 
and 611,000 deportations per 
month. In all of 2013, the Obama 
administration deported a record 
of 438,000 immigrants.”

Much is uncertain about this 
mean-spirited plan, but we can be 
sure that it would lead to thou-
sands of deaths, impoverishment, 

hunger and anger that foments 
deep resentment and perhaps 
new terrorist enemies. 

This simply is not a way for a 
civilized nation to conduct itself 
in the world. 

The idea also is fiscally irre-
sponsible. Even if you can look in 
your heart and conscience and be 
so cruel, casting out immigrants 
who are here illegally would 
plunge the United States, and 
with it the world, into recession. 

A 2015 study by the American 
Action Forum, a conservative 
pro-immigration group, found 
that “the federal government 
would have to spend roughly 
$400 billion to $600 billion to 
address the 11.2 million undocu-
mented immigrants and prevent 
future unlawful entry into the 
United States.” 

The report estimated the mass 
deportation would cause real 
gross domestic product to drop 
5.7 percent — compared with 
4.3 percent during the Great 
Recession. 

We can’t afford that by any 
measure. 

Letting an extremist minority 
block responsible reform embold-
ens the fringe. 

Their fiction-based rhetoric per-
petuates myths that people here 
illegally routinely get free benefits. 

The reality is that they contribute 
far more to the government in 
payroll taxes and Social Security 
than they will ever get back.

The anti-immigration zealots’ 
irresponsible position, in turn, 
fuels supposition among the hate-
ful and fearful that anyone who 
doesn’t look like them might be 
here illegally. 

That is a false assumption — 
about three-fourths of the U.S. 
population not born here is in 
the country legally, and many 
more people who might look like 
“foreigners” are native-born citi-
zens or have permanent resident 
status. 

In Garfield County, many of our 
neighbors are Latino, including 
roughly half of the children in our 
schools. 

These families, as a group, have 
values no different than those 
of white residents, as a group. 
They work hard, they are people 
of faith, they start businesses, 
they hope for better lives for their 
children. 

We deprive ourselves of their 
perspective and community en-
gagement if we continue our fail-
ure to reach out. We don’t need 
Congress to act in order to do this 
to enrich our communities. 

We’ll say this again: We stand 
with immigrants. Proudly. 

We need immigration law grounded in reality
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Conservancy photo contest winners
Roaring Fork Conservancy would like to pub-

licly thank all the photographers who participat-
ed in our 10th Annual Roaring Fork Watershed 
Photo Contest.

In the Amateur Division, award winners are:
1st Place – Marble Fall by John Newbury; 2nd 

Place – Chair Mountain by Mark Duff; 3rd Place 
– Fryingpan Dawn by Mark Fuller.

In the Professional Division, award winners 
are: 1st Place – Mama Bear by Andrew Spickert; 
2nd Place – Snowy Day on the Roaring Fork by 
Tamara Susa; 3rd Place – Sopris Spring by Steve 
Wiggins.

A special thank you to Greg Poschman, David 
Hiser and Robin Henry for judging the photo-
graphs, and everyone who voted for the People’s 
Choice. The winner of the People’s Choice was 
Sunset on the Roaring Fork by Tamara Susa.

Roaring Fork Conservancy also thanks Iron 
Mountain Hot Springs in Glenwood Springs for 
sponsoring the Photo Contest. You may view the 
winning photographs at www.roaringfork.org or 
on our Facebook page.

Rick Lofaro
Executive director, Roaring Fork Conservancy

Human impact on wildlife
Carl Stude’s letter opposing trail closures for 

critical wildlife habitat is fundamentally flawed. 
Funding for managing Colorado’s abundant wild-
life that millions of non-hunters also enjoy comes 
strictly from hunting license sales. The Depart-
ment of Parks and Wildlife uses no general funds 
(public tax dollars) for its wildlife mission.

The personal big game encounters Mr. Stude 
describes are typical. Unfortunately, they do not 
tell the whole story. Ask any hunter who stalks 
dark timber about the number of animals that we 
“normal recreationists” miss seeing in hiking or 
biking and we get a lesson in our own ignorance. 
Just because we don’t witness them running 
doesn’t mean we haven’t spooked them.

Mr. Stude’s last paragraphs are equally igno-
rant of facts. It is not the oldest and weakest 
animals that die because of human disturbance; 
it is the youngest and weakest. Why? Contrary to 
what Mr. Stude may think, he can pass within 50 
feet of a cow elk and her calf, and, although he 
doesn’t see it, enough human disturbances cause 
that cow to abandon the calf, leaving it for coyote 
bait. Not the warm and fuzzy picture we like to 
envision.

The calf/cow ratio for elk in the Roaring Fork 
Valley has fallen from 0.585 in the 1980s down 
to 0.337 for the last three years. A ratio of 0.5 is 
necessary just to maintain our local herd. In con-
ferring with our local wildlife professionals, I’m 
told that, along with habitat loss from housing, 
skyrocketing human recreational activity locally 
has jeopardized the survival rate for elk calves 
and mule deer fawns.

Perversely, the BLM just changed its mecha-
nized closure opening date of the Crown from 
May 1 to April 15. Hay Park on the flank of 
Mount Sopris has no closure dates for mecha-
nized at all. Both areas are critical for elk calving. 
Whether for hunting or for personal viewing 
pleasure, all us humans should be aware of our 
impact on wildlife. A few seasonal closures to al-
low animals to raise their young to a sufficiently 
strong age is a small price to pay for healthy big 
game herds.

Robert Shettel
Carbondale
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Here’s a parable often at-
tributed to the Cherokee:

An elder tells his grand-
son of a battle between two wolves 
inside us all. “One is evil. It is anger, 
jealousy, greed and resentment. The 
other is good. It is joy, love, hope, 
humility, kindness, empathy and 
bravery.”

The boy thinks about it and asks, 
“Grandfather, which wolf wins?”

The old man replies, 
“The one you feed.”

For this Christmas 
week, when another 
ancient story tells of 
an angel who advised 
shepherds to be not 
afraid, for she brought 
glad tidings of peace 
on Earth and goodwill 
toward men, let’s take 
stock of what we are feeding.

We are at the outset of a presidential 
campaign in which some candidates 
are telling their audiences that we are 
in World War III, that ISIS wants to 
fly its flag over the White House, that 
people entering the country illegally 
are rapists and terrorists, that our 
country is no longer great.

While terrorism and ISIS are real 
threats, let’s stipulate that it is possi-
ble to exaggerate these dangers (and 
many others) for political gain.

Let’s consider that a constant 
drumbeat of such exaggeration fails 
to feed that gentle side of joy and 
hope, empathy and humility. That it 
risks leading us to compromise our 
values as a nation, to become callous 
to huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, to become mean-spirit-
ed and, worst of all, fearful.

People who are fearful lose per-
spective and make rash decisions.

Good choices require confidence, 
broad perspective and strategic 
thinking.

Let’s start here: The United States 
of America is a truly great nation. 
Where would you rather live?

We’re not losers, we’re not weak 
and our leaders aren’t stupid.

Yes, we face significant challenges 
and real threats — neither the United 
States nor the rest of the world is 
perfect nor risk free, and we have not 
achieved peace on Earth. This is not 
new.

If we measure our greatness by 
how we treat each other at home, 
our behavior today is much better 
than during slavery, the conquering 
of the frontier and Native Ameri-
cans, the internment of Japanese 
Americans, the time of Jim Crow 
or waves of discrimination against 
the Irish, Catholics, Jews and 
homosexuals.

In fact, one possible yardstick of 
our greatness might be whether we 
have learned from those times in how 
we today treat Muslims as a group or 
Latin immigrants as a group.

In the Great Depression, Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt famously 
told Americans in his first inaugural 
address that “the only thing we have 
to fear is fear itself — nameless, un-
reasoning, unjustified terror which 

paralyzes the needed efforts to con-
vert retreat into advance.”

A few sentences later, FDR said 
this: “Compared with the perils 
which our forefathers conquered 
because they believed and were 
not afraid, we have still much to be 
thankful for.”

We would argue that is the case 
today — that the threat posed by 
Islamic extremists, while real, is cer-

tainly no greater than perils 
this great nation has faced 
and overcome before.

The nation divided and 
took up arms against itself 
in the Civil War, losing 
620,000 lives. Then, as the 
fighting ended, it lost its 
president.

We lost another half 
million in World Wars I 

and II.
Polio crippled and killed tens of 

thousands. Each year, more than 
30,000 Americans die from each of 
these: Traffic accidents, gunshots and 
drug overdoses, the bulk of the latter 
being from prescription opioids and 
their chemical sibling heroin.

Statistically, driving is far 
and away the most dangerous, 
life-threatening thing each of us 
does on a regular basis. The odds 
of an American dying in a traf-
fic accident are more than 1,000 
times greater than being killed by a 
terrorist. Somehow, though, we are 
not frightened to get in our cars and 
travel short and long distances.

Since 9/11, 45 people have been 
killed by Islamic extremists on U.S. 
soil. Counting 9/11, about 3,400 peo-
ple have been killed by terrorism in 
the United States in the last 15 years 
— roughly 3 percent of the total killed 
each year by traffic accidents, guns 
and overdoses combined.

To be sure, we must work to neu-
tralize ISIS, we must seek to identify 
and stop lone-wolf terrorists such as 
the San Bernardino attackers, and 
we must learn from our shortcom-
ings, such as the failure to spot Tash-
feen Malik’s extremist views before 
letting her into the country.

We also must get our reaction to 
this threat into perspective and not 
let it lead us to rash decisions that 
cast aside our values as a pluralistic 
nation of immigrants.

Failure to do so — for example by 
choosing to spend more of our trea-
sure and blood seeking to determine 
other countries’ destinies, as we have 
failed to do in the long term in Iran, 
Vietnam, Afghanistan and Iraq — 
will only help Islamic and other 
extremists, foreign and domestic, 
recruit others to their causes. 

Being able to beat everyone up 
— or carpet bomb until sand glows 
— does not make us great. It makes 
lasting enemies and feeds the angry 
wolf’s bloodlust.

Let us not live in fear. Let us 
recognize that we are a free people 
living in a great country. We have 
the opportunity, still, to be a beacon 
to the world. To do this, we must 
exercise goodwill toward men.

A message of hope
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A NOTE ON LETTERS
We welcome emailed letters. Letters deemed 

libelous, not factual or in bad taste will not be 
printed. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 
readability and language usage, and to shorten 
those longer than 350 words. 
Email: letters@postindependent.com

Please include your real name, town of residence, 
daytime phone and email address. By submitting a 
letter for publication, you are consenting for it to be 
posted on our website.



Support for Post Independent immigration stand 
 
A Spanish-language radio station shared on Facebook page our Sept. 28 
editorial supporting immigrants, prompting these and other expressions of 
support. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 



 


