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The continued pattern of non-communication between the local police department and 
community reached a head after another violent incident in the heart of our downtown 
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Syndicated
Columnist

Erick Erickson

Who is helping Iran?

It’s not a
conspiracy
If I had told you in 2008

that Barack Obama would
negotiate a deal that he ac-
knowledges will fund terror-
ism, you’d have thought me
a conspiracy theorist.
Just this past week,

Obama admitted that money
flowing to Iran from his ne-
gotiated deal will be used by
Iran to fund terrorism. Con-
sider that for a minute. More
and more, we are encounter-
ing “lone wolves” in the
United States. In Chat-
tanooga, one killed several
soldiers and sailors. Europe
and Asia are still seeing Is-
lamic terror attacks. The
president of the United
States just acknowledged
that his deal with Iran will
fund more terrorism.
If I had told you in 2008

that Obama’s administration
would preside over the
largest hack of personnel
records, and the families of
American soldiers would
have Muslim men show up at
their homes in the United
States to intimidate them,
you’d have thought me a
conspiracy theorist.
The Federal Bureau of In-

vestigation is warning of
several incidents in the west-
ern United States. In one,
Middle Eastern men got out
of a car and approached the
wife of a solider. They in-
formed her that her husband
had participated in interroga-
tions of terrorists. She denied
it. They insisted he had.
Then they got back in the car
and drove away. Their car
had been seen several times
in the neighborhood.
If I had told you in 2008

that Obama would publicly
release classified details
about Israel’s nuclear capa-
bilities, you’d have thought
me a conspiracy theorist.
After Israel’s prime minis-

ter vocally criticized Obama’s
deal with Iran, the United
States “accidentally” released
its records on Israel’s nuclear
program. Iran now knows
what weapons Israel has and
does not have. The world now
knows the extent of Israel’s
nuclear program.
If I had told you in 2008

that Obama would release a
traitor who leaked our se-
crets to the Soviet Union at
the height of the Cold War,
you’d have thought me a
conspiracy theorist.
Obama is releasing

Jonathan Pollard. Pollard
was a spy on behalf of Israel
who leaked U.S. classified
material to Israel. But Pol-
lard also ensured it got into
the hands of the Soviet
Union at the time Ronald
Reagan was intent on col-
lapsing the Soviet regime.
Pollard was tried, found
guilty and thrown in jail.
Obama is going to release
him.
If I had told you in 2008

that Obama would lecture
Christians on the crusades
and call a growing army of
Islamic radicals “junior var-
sity,” you’d have thought me
a conspiracy theorist.
Time and time again,

Obama has sought to lecture
Christians on their history.
Never mind that he has gotten
the basics of that history
wrong. He has downplayed
the rise of ISIS. He has re-
fused to call ISIS “Islamic
radicals.” He has denied they
have anything to do with
Islam despite even Middle
Eastern scholars admitting
ISIS is fundamentally Islamic.
If I had told you in 2008

that Obama would argue be-
fore the Supreme Court that
there is no ministerial excep-
tion in the First Amendment,
you’d have thought me a
conspiracy theorist.

WASHINGTON — The lat-
est Quinnipiac poll shows that
the American public rejects the
president’s Iran deal by more
than 2-to-1. This is astonishing.
The public generally gives the
president deference on major
treaties. Just a few weeks ago, a
majority supported the deal. 
What happened? People

learned what’s in it. 
And don’t be fooled by polls

that present, as fact, the adminis-
tration’s position in the very
question. The Washington
Post/ABC poll assures the re-
spondent that, for example, “in-
ternational inspectors would
monitor Iran’s facilities, and if
Iran is caught breaking the agree-
ment economic sanctions would
be imposed again. Do you sup-
port or oppose this agreement?”
Well, if you put it that way,

sure. But it is precisely because
these claims are so tendentious
and misleading that public —
and congressional — opinion is
turning.
Inspections? Everyone now

knows that “anytime, anywhere”
— indispensable for a clandes-
tine program in a country twice
the size of Texas with a long his-
tory of hiding and cheating —
has been changed to “You’ve got
24 days and then we’re coming
in for a surprise visit.” New York
restaurants, observed Jackie
Mason, get more intrusive in-
spections than the Iranian nuclear
program. 
Snapback sanctions? Every-

one knows that once the interna-
tional sanctions are lifted, they
are never coming back. More-
over, consider the illogic of Pres-
ident Obama’s argument. The
theme of his American Univer-

sity speech Wednesday was that
the only alternative to what he
brought back from Vienna is war
because sanctions — even the
more severe sanctions that Con-
gress has been demanding —
will never deter the Iranians. But
if sanctions don’t work, how can
you argue that the Iranians will
now be deterred from cheating
by the threat of ... sanctions?
Snapback sanctions, mind you,
that will inevitably be weaker
and more loophole-ridden than
the existing ones.
And then came news of the

secret side agreements between
Iran and the International Atomic
Energy Agency. These concern
past nuclear activity and inspec-
tions of the Parchin military fa-
cility where Iran is suspected of
having tested nuclear detonation
devices.
We don’t know what’s in

these side deals. And we will
never know, says the administra-
tion. It’s “standard practice,” you
see, for such IAEA agreements
to remain secret.
Well, this treaty is not stan-

dard practice. It’s the most im-
portant treaty of our time. Yet,
Congress is asked to ratify this
“historic diplomatic break-
through” (Obama) while  being
denied access to the heart of the

inspection regime. 
Congress doesn’t know

what’s in these side agreements,
but Iran does. And just this past
Monday, Ali Akbar Velayati, a
top adviser to the supreme
leader, declared that “entry into
our military sites is absolutely
forbidden.”
One secret side deal could

even allow Iran to provide its
own soil samples (!)  from
Parchin. And now satellite im-
agery shows Iran bulldozing and
sanitizing Parchin as we speak.
The verification regime has
turned comic. 
This tragicomedy is now in

the hands of Congress or, more
accurately, of congressional De-
mocrats. It is only because so
many Democrats are defecting
that Obama gave the AU speech
in the first place. And why he
tried so mightily to turn the ar-
gument into a partisan issue —
those warmongering Republi-
cans attacking a president offer-
ing peace in our time. Obama
stooped low, accusing the Re-
publican caucus of making
“common cause” with the Iran-
ian “hard-liners” who shout
“Death to America.”
Forget the gutter ad

hominem. This is delusional.
Does Obama really believe the
Death-to-America hard-liners
are some kind of KKK fringe?
They are the government, for
God’s sake — the entire state
apparatus of the Islamic Repub-
lic from the Revolutionary
Guards to the supreme leader
Ayatollah Khamenei who for
decades have propagated, en-
couraged and applauded those
very same “Death to America”
chants. 

Syndicated
Columnist

Charles 
Krauthammer

Abortion defenders core of dishonesty
For decades, I believed that displaying grisly

photographs of aborted babies was the wrong way
to make the pro-life case. Disturbing images, I
thought, would only repel viewers, not persuade
them. I now think
I was wrong.
There are many

ways to make an
argument. The
Center for Medical
Progress has
demonstrated that
a 2 x 4 has its
uses. These
videos, precisely because they are graphic, shatter
the complacency and denial that are essential for a
regime of mass violence to proceed. They under-
mine the reassuring fiction that birth is a bright
moral line. Five seconds before the baby emerges,
it has no moral worth. Five seconds after — all
moral worth. That is untenable logically and piti-
less psychologically. 
No one who has a passing familiarity with

man’s inhumanity to man can be completely sur-
prised that people who consider themselves hu-
mane can pull bags of body parts out of the freezer
and pick through hands, eyes, lungs and hearts on
a light tray. 
As the footage was released, defenders of

Planned Parenthood rushed to explain that many
medical procedures are grisly. Writing in The New
Republic, Dr. Jen Gunter protests, “These are not
‘baby parts.’ Whether a woman has a miscarriage
or an abortion, the tissue specimen is called ‘prod-

ucts of conception.’” Oh. If they’re not baby parts,
why are they valuable for research and sale? CNN’s
Errol Louis insisted, “Most of us would freak out if
we listened to professionals ... discuss details of
how a dying person’s request to have their body
parts donated ... actually gets carried out.” No, we
wouldn’t. It isn’t the gore that causes us to recoil;
it’s the intentional killing. It’s knowing that if the
abortionist’s hand were stayed for just a few more
weeks, that child could live out his whole life.
Following the release of the first video, Planned

Parenthood President Cecile Richards, blindsided
and unaware of what was still to come, apologized
for Dr. Deborah Nucatola’s tone. Nucatola is the
director of medical services who spoke of “less
crunchy” techniques and getting intact “calvari-
ums” (heads) and other organs. Euphemisms are as
critical to Planned Parenthood’s work as forceps,
and as the other videos are demonstrating, pretty
much everyone in that business adopts the same
breezy tone about “products of conception.” They
are so callous that they don’t recognize the gut-
punch impact of a clinic worker casually noting that
one of the samples was “a twin” or “a boy.”
Another key fiction these videos retire defini-

tively is that second-trimester abortions are van-
ishingly rare. As a Planned Parenthood employee
assures the filmmakers, one clinic alone does 40 to
50 “procedures” (euphemism again) per month on
16- to 22-week-old fetuses. 
At 23 weeks gestation, according to the March

of Dimes Foundation, the chances of survival out-
side the womb are about 17 percent. By 26 weeks,
the chances are 80 percent. 

Syndicated
Columnist

Mona Charen

Cooperation
Community deserves

information
Saturday night, another violent crime

struck in our small, once sleepy city.
This time, a resident was stabbed and

seriously injured on First Street in down-
town Elkins. The victim was flown to Mor-
gantown for treatment, and no details are
available on a condition.
Unlike the fatal shooting in late April,

news of the tragedy has been sparse, to say
the least.
Law enforcement officials declined Sat-

urday night to provide any details on the
incident, instead referring an Inter-Moun-
tain reporter to contact Chief C.D. Cross on
Monday.
To make the situation worse, as of Sun-

day afternoon, the culprit still is on the
loose.
Still, no official statement, no warning

to the citizenry to be extra cautious and no
description of a suspect or the circum-
stances surrounding the stabbing.
That certainly doesn’t give comfort or

piece of mind to area residents, knowing
there is a potentially violent criminal on the
loose wielding a knife.
Social media sites are abuzz with con-

cern and speculation about the crime —
speculation we will not print here. 
It is the job of law enforcement officials

to inform residents of serious situations and
to protect and serve the citizens of Elkins.
The Inter-Mountain, as a news-gather-

ing organization, is here to assist law en-
forcement and city and county officials
with disseminating information to con-
cerned citizens to avoid mass panic and to
warn residents of any potential threat of
danger.
Elkins is a small, close-knit community.

There can’t be 12-plus police cars at the
scene of any incident without panic setting
in and rumors spreading like wildfire.
The citizens of Elkins deserve way bet-

ter treatment than this. They deserve to be
kept informed, especially in situations in-
volving violent crimes and a potential
threat being on the loose.
We understand there is an investigation

that needs to be conducted; however, that
must be balanced with the community’s
right and need to know when it comes to a
potential threat.
Actions like these are why many are

critical of our community and the seem-
ingly increasing severity and frequency of
violent crimes. 
People simply do not feel safe in their

homes any longer, and a lack of available
information certainly adds to the unease.

These types of crimes simply cannot be
ignored or swept under the carpet. It’s the
new reality; however, if we all have the
knowledge of what is going on, we can
band together to make a difference and take
back our community.

Today is Monday, August 10, the
222nd day of 2015. There are 143 days
left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On August 10, 1945, a day after the

atomic bombing of Nagasaki, Imperial
Japan conveyed its willingness to surren-
der provided the status of Emperor Hiro-
hito remained unchanged. (The Allies
responded the next day, saying they would
determine the Emperor’s future status.)
On this date:
In 1792, during the French Revolution,

mobs in Paris attacked the Tuileries Palace,
where King Louis XVI resided. (The king
was later arrested, put on trial for treason,
and executed.)
In 1821, Missouri became the 24th

state.
In 1846, President James K. Polk

signed a measure establishing the Smith-
sonian Institution.
In 1874, Herbert Clark Hoover, the

31st president of the United States, was
born in West Branch, Iowa.
In 1913, the Treaty of Bucharest was

signed, ending the Second Balkan War.
In 1921, Franklin D. Roosevelt was

stricken with polio at his summer home on
the Canadian island of Campobello.
In 1949, the National Military Estab-

lishment was renamed the Department of
Defense.
In 1969, Leno and Rosemary LaBianca

were murdered in their Los Angeles home
by members of Charles Manson’s cult, one
day after actress Sharon Tate and four other
people had been slain.
In 1975, television personality David

Frost announced he had purchased the ex-
clusive rights to interview former President
Richard Nixon.
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