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Getting 
soaked

Time for Pilots’ Walk to End Alzheimer’s

OUR VIEW

Normally, I begin this column 
with silly synonyms that are often 
gratuitous and/or inarticulate. 
Whatever that means.

Not today. Try this.
“The 18th annual Pilot Club of 

Baytown Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 17. 
It will take place at Bayland Park, 
with registration to begin at 8 a.m.

“Those wishing to walk may do 
so by making a donation of their 
choice. T-shirts are available with 
donations of $100 or more. Spon“-
To register online, go to www.alz.
org/Baytown.”

That’s how Brian Williams 
would announce it if he were still 
the anchor at NBC “News.” (Al-
though he’d probably claim that he, 
personally, raised $46,660.69 for 
this splendid Baytown Happening 
in 2014.).

Fortunately, you get me today to 
give you the straight scoop.

Since longtime friend Nancy 
Mann knows I have at least six 
people who read this column each 
week – not counting a couple of 
family members – she wanted me 
to give those half-dozen Discern-
ing Readers – not counting family 
members – a heads-up on this 
year’s Walk.

I always do what Nancy tells me.
Seriously, I’m in love with this 

much-needed event, which has 
raised $434,000 since its inception 
17 years ago.

What’s not to love?
There are two other major 

reasons why I’m proud to hail the 
annual Walk.

First, I’m in total awe of the 
spectacular job the Pilot Club does. 
Led by Chairperson Judy Wheat, 

this has become a 
passion for the Pi-
lots, a ight to hit 
this horrendous 
disease squarely 
between the eyes. 
(Better still, below 
the belt.)

Secondly, as 
I’ve mentioned 
before, my family 
lived through this 

nasty junk when it struck my papa, 
J.P., in the late-1990s. If I live to 
be 114, I shan’t forget the misery, 
the sadness, the tears Alzheimer’s 
caused.

Put another way, I HATE you, 
Alzheimer’s, beyond words, which 
is saying a lot coming from me, a 
Master Wordsmith.

Without so much as a smile 
or an apology, Alzheimer’s took 
something away from us. And it 
devilishly taunted my family for six 
long, ugly years.

The truth is, J.P. and I were 
sooooo different. We shared the 
love of the Razorbacks, but not a 
lot else.

 He was serious, often stern. He 
wasn’t much of a humorist.

I was a goof-off. (You never 
suspected, did you?)

I suspect – no, I know – I drove 
him crazy for a great number of 
years until I matured and developed 
into a ine, responsible humanoid, 
comparable in many ways to, say, 
Mark Twain.

Nevertheless, there’s no doubt I 
owe him bigtime for any success 
I’ve had. Despite my shenanigans, 
the one thing he drove into my 
head was a strong work ethic.

Oh, and yes, despite our con-

siderable differences, I loved him 
immensely.

Seeing him suffer like he did and 
go through the many stages of this 
terroristic disease – fear of conine-
ment, then anger, and inally just 
staring into space and not knowing 
who I was – gave me a greater ap-
preciation for life and how precious 
it is.

And now an even greater appre-
ciation for the Pilot Club.

“The Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
and reaching a cure are dear to my 
heart,” Chairwoman Judy told me. 
“I have seen so many caregivers 
and those suffering with the dis-
ease, and just cannot imagine there 
is not a cure yet.”

That’s why the Pilots just keep 
on keeping on.

After raising $46,660.69 last year 
– without the help of Brian Wil-
liams – the Pilots are aiming much 
higher in 2015.

“In 2013 we raised $52,000,” 
Judy said, ”and would like to sur-
pass that this year.”

Here’s hoping.
“We are smarter about the dis-

ease now,” Judy added, “and there 
are some medications available to 
help make life easier. We will con-
tinue working for the cure.”

 For additional information, Judy 
can be reached at 281-424-7838, or 
you can contact Nancy at 281-422-
5400.

Beware, Alzheimer’s Disease, the 
Pilots are out to get you!

Jim Finley is a retired man-
aging editor of The Sun. He 
can be reached at viewpoints@
baytownsun.com, Attention: Jim 
Finley.

With monthly water bills 
approaching and eclips-
ing $300 and listing thou-
sands of gallons of usage 
that cannot be explained, 
the city is soaking some 
Baytown folks.

One by one, they have 
come forward, complain-
ing about out-of-line bills 
and the frustration of dealing with the utility billing de-
partment.

Residents report bills spiking even though they did not 
change their water use. Most complaints come from the 
Pinehurst, Lakewood and Graywood subdivisions.

The scope of the problem raises legitimate questions 
about whether the city has made a mistake.

The city has been unable to explain why some bills 
have tripled or doubled, other than July was a dry month. 
The higher bills are because of higher water usage, the 
city says.

Of course, customers do not respond well to being told 
their water usage has increased and the bill relects in-
creased usage when they were sleeping or on vacation. 

Complaints continued to roll in and the city agreed “to 
engage an external third party to go over account records 
and system to verify the accuracy and quality of both,” a 
statement read. The city said Friday there is no timeline 
for when the audit would begin.

At this point, the city cannot say what is behind the 
high bills. The investigation into the surge in costs should 
get to the bottom of it.

The sooner, the better.
A quick response by the city would relect they are tak-

ing customer concerns seriously.
In the meantime, these spiked water bills create a chal-

lenging situation for the customer. The bills are still due.  

Editorial written by David Bloom, managing editor of 
The Baytown Sun, on behalf of the editorial board.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Sunday, September 27, the 270th day of 2015. 
There are 95 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On September 27, 1995, the government unveiled its 

redesigned $100 bill, featuring a larger, off-center portrait 
of Benjamin Franklin. (Yet another redesign, featuring a 
high-tech makeover aimed at thwarting counterfeiters, 
was announced in April 2010.)

On this date:
In 1935, Judy Garland, at age 13, signed a seven-year 

contract with MGM.
In 1942, Glenn Miller and his Orchestra performed to-

gether for the last time, at the Central Theater in Passaic, 
New Jersey, prior to Miller’s entry into the Army.

In 1954, “Tonight!,” hosted by Steve Allen, made its 
debut on NBC-TV.

In 1964, the government publicly released the report of 
the Warren Commission, which concluded that Lee Har-
vey Oswald had acted alone in assassinating President 
John F. Kennedy.

In 1979, Congress gave its inal approval to forming the 
U.S. Department of Education.

In 1994, more than 350 Republican congressional can-
didates gathered on the steps of the U.S. Capitol to sign 
the “Contract with America,” a 10-point platform they 
pledged to enact if voters sent a GOP majority to the 
House.

Ten years ago: In a iery appearance before Congress, 
former FEMA director Michael Brown angrily blamed 
the governor of Louisiana, the mayor of New Orleans and 
even the Bush White House that appointed him for the 
dismal response to Hurricane Katrina. 

One year ago: President Barack Obama, in an address 
to the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, said that 
a widespread mistrust of law enforcement that was ex-
posed by the fatal police shooting of an unarmed black 
man in Ferguson, Missouri, existed in too many other 
communities and was having a corrosive effect on the na-
tion, particularly its children. 

Thought for Today: “I have lived in this world just 
long enough to look carefully the second time into things 
that I am most certain of the irst time.” 

— “Josh Billings” (Henry Wheeler Shaw)
American humorist (1818-1885)

JIM   

FINLEY

It’s not just about old Baytown
This BIB (Born in Baytown) 

worries about writing too much 
about old Baytown and not enough 
about Goose Creek and Pelly, the 
two other entities in the Tri-Cities, 
pre-consolidation. The subject of 
Pelly, especially, needs more input 
so if you happen to be a BIP (Born 
in Pelly), feel free to share memo-
ries of growing up in that locale.

As a kid from Baytown and for 
a brief time, from Goose Creek, I 
rarely went to Pelly except on fab-
ric-shopping trips with my mother.  
Many women sewed in those days 
— both as a hobby and necessity — 
and the Miracle Dry Goods Store 
on West Main had a wide selection 
of material.

The other early memory I have of 
Pelly is the movie theater. I re-
member the Alamo on West Main, 
but I never went there more than 
once or twice. No need, because 
in Baytown we had the Arcadia 
and Bay, and in Goose Creek, the 
Texan, the Palace and eventually 
the Brunson.

Well, maybe I have one more 
personal recollection of Pelly if we 
can count Evergreen. I don’t know 
whether the city line went as far 
south as Evergreen Road, but if 
it did, I went swimming in Pelly. 

Evergreen Road led 
us to Tabbs Bay, 
a swimming hole 
that once ranked 
right up there with 
Sylvan Beach and 
Morgan’s Point.  
For some reason, 
Evergreen dimin-
ished in popularity 
and swimmers 

turned to Hog Island across the bay. 
I never knew why.

In regard to the historical sig-
niicance of Evergreen, I didn’t 
have a clue. To me, Ashbel Smith 
was just a name for a school, and I 
never knew that Moseley Baker, the 
San Jacinto Battle hero, originally 
owned the property at Evergreen. 
He built a plantation, named it Ev-
ergreen and later sold it to Ashbel 
Smith.

Pelly has been home to many fas-
cinating people, leaders in govern-
ment, industry and the arts.

Bob Lanier, the former Baytown 
Sun sports scribe and mayor of 
Houston, grew up in Pelly, and so 
did his good pal, rice farmer Johnny 
Jennings, who came from Gulf Hill, 
a neighborhood for Gulf Oil fami-
lies in Pelly.  These two successful 
“Pelly Rats” served together on the 

Coastal Water Authority Board, the 
entity pioneering the use of surface 
water to halt subsidence. (It’s OK: 
“Pelly Rats” is a politically correct 
nickname, worn like a badge of 
honor.) 

The Osteen ministry at the 
Lakewood Church in Houston has 
roots in Pelly.  Joel Osteen, pastor 
and best-selling author, is the son 
of Pelly native Dolores “Dodie” 
Pilgrim Osteen.  Dodie’s husband, 
the late John Osteen, who founded 
the mega church in Houston, was a 
former pastor of Central Baptist in 
Pelly.

Another star in Pelly’s crown was 
artist Albert Tauch, whose works 
need no introduction for fellow 
painters and art collectors.

The last mayor of old Pelly and 
the irst mayor of new Baytown 
was Eddie Cleveland, the friendly 
pharmacist at Leggett’s on West 
Main.

Consolidated Baytown headquar-
tered in the original Pelly City Hall 
on West Main until a new city hall 
was built on Market in the 1960s.

Wanda Orton is a retired manag-
ing editor of The Sun. She can be 
reached at viewpoints@baytownsun.
com, Attention: Wanda Orton.

WANDA 

ORTON

THINK

Tell us
what you

Drop us a line...  

letters@baytownsun.com or
sunnews@baytownsun.com

Be sure and include a phone number so we can 

verify your letter. Letters are subject to editing.

WHO TO CONTACT

Baytown residents 
who have concerns or 
questions about their 
water bill are encouraged 
to contact the Utility Billing 
Ofice at 281-420-6515.  

Mark
Line
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Baytown
water bill 
mystery

Halloween is scariest time of the year

Our View

Because Halloween is this week-
end, I’ve taken the time, all by my-
self, to write a new song about it. 
Here goes:

“It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Halloween/Everywhere you go/
There are spooks in the tomato rotel, 
some in our parks as well/And little 
goblins are fastidiously on the go.”

“It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Halloween … “

I don’t have the space to inish 
this, but trust me when I tell you it’s 
bigtime catchy. If he weren’t dead, 
Bing Crosby could work wonders 
with this song.

Halloween is such a respected 
celebration — mostly because little 
kids get loads of free candy — that 
many Hollywood movies have been 
made about it, most notably four 
such picture shows starring Jamie 
Lee Curtis.

In most of them, the same dumb 
people continued doing the same 
dumb things, all designed to scare 
the bejabbers out of you. It works.

Name one — just one — ilm 
about Thanksgiving that had the 
same effect on you.

Of course, one of the most import-
ant tools of Halloween is the cos-
tume you choose, both for yourself 
and your little kiddos.

I looked it up on Google (whatever 
that is) and have learned that the Top 
5 children’s costumes for 2015 are 1) 
Mario and Luigi (whoever they are); 
2) Star Wars; 3) Batman (now you’re 
talking!); 4) Frozen (????); and 5) 
Witch (you probably know a few).

Batman leads all adult costumes, 

but No. 5 is pret-
ty intriguing. It’s 
French Maid. I’d 
like to, you know, 
see her.

Because I have 
four wonderful 
great-grandbabies 
who participate 
(and because I 
want to see that 
they get an extra 

helping of candy treats) I requested 
in advance an in-depth, succinct de-
scription of the costumes they will 
be wearing so I can more easily rec-
ognize them.

Cayden Jackson will “ly” in as a 
vampire. Kamille Erikson will ap-
pear as Cleopatra. Her brother, Con-
nor, will arrive as a member of your 
United States Military. Brother No. 
2, Collin, will show up as a ninja.

I think I can remember that.
From a personal standpoint, I re-

gret to inform you that I no longer 
require a scary costume and mask 
to conceal my Halloween identify. 
Thanks (or no thanks) to major sur-
gery ive years ago that left the right 
side of my face partially paralyzed 
and half my ear missing, I look like 
I’m dressed for Halloween year-
round.

The shame of it is, until that opera-
tion, I took a backseat to no one. Not 
Brad Pitt nor Rob Lowe. No one.

The girls loved me.
Sadly, I now look like a combi-

nation of Michael Moore and Nan-
cy Pelosi. That’s spooky. (If such a 
combination mask did exist, it would 

be a top seller.)
As proof of my Halloween per-

sona, I love to watch the reaction of 
little kids when they see me. They 
can’t take their eyes off me. They are 
trying to igure out who — or what 
— I am.

Even in church, where I am an All-
Star Usher at St. Joseph Catholic, the 
little ones pay so close attention to 
me, they often come close to miss-
ing the collection basket with the 
coinage their parents allow them to 
contribute.

If I ever shouted “Boo” — in 
church or elsewhere — no doubt I 
would cause the wee ones deep emo-
tional distress. And I would probably 
be arrested.

Funny, looking back years ago 
when I was their age, I just don’t re-
member many costumes I wore on 
this Night Of Free Junk.

I seem to recall that at least once 
my mama, Gigi, took an old sheet 
— or maybe a pillowcase — and 
dressed me up as a ghost.

That wasn’t exactly original since 
there were plenty of other ghosts 
dressed in bed sheets. They were ev-
erywhere.

But, hey, all I wanted was the can-
dy.

So enjoy the fun, and be careful 
out there.

“It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Halloween …”

Jim Finley is a retired managing 
editor of The Sun. He can be reached 
at viewpoints@baytownsun.com, At-
tention: Jim Finley.

After a brief, narrowly focused investigation, the 
City of Baytown has absolved itself of any wrong-
doing for some incredibly high water bills. The 
80-minute droning report consisted of city staffers 
patting one another on the back for working hard and 
laying the blame at the feet of the customers, a dry 
couple of months, and even the newspaper.

Watch the report here: http://baytowntx.swagit.
com/play/10222015-765/#23 or see link on www.
baytownsun.com.

Here is the CliffsNotes version: whether your bill 
unexplainably doubled, tripled or even quadrupled, 
pay up. The meters and bills are accurate. Case closed.

We ind it hard to believe that city leaders can tell 
citizens there is only one bad meter and, other than 
that, there is nothing else wrong.

Even the sole water meter found to be faulty (and 
discovered only after a second test) fails to solve the 
riddle. The building is empty, the water is shut off to 
the outside, and the city bills the owner $500. Two 
months earlier that same empty building was billed 
$30.

It should be pretty obvious that something is wrong 
on top of a faulty meter when an empty building is 
“using” nearly 150,000 gallons of water in a month, 
and some other bills are so out of whack they are 
beyond belief.

We’ve heard from folks on vacation, who turned 
off the water to their home, only to be billed for ex-
treme usage while away, senior citizens who normal-
ly have low bills socked with highly questionable 
water usage and many others with similar stories.

Still the city says tough luck and pay up.
And that’s where the city is failing its customers.
The city has downplayed the complaints from the 

get-go, telling us customers do not understand their 
bill or how much water they use.

Something is wrong here and the city’s attitude has 
been blatantly cavalier.

No one at City Hall has concrete answers for frus-
trated residents wanting answers.

Maybe some folks have leaks. And it’s likely most 
residents have no idea there are tiered rates that jump 
a lot the more water they use.

But clear evidence that the supposed thousands 
upon thousands of gallons used by some in a one-
month spike was not thoroughly investigated.

As this issue drags on, customers will get more 
and more ticked off. (On a related note, here is some 
advice for the utility department call-takers — stop 
suggesting neighbors are stealing water from one an-
other.)

This is a problem that denial is not going to solve.
The city owes it to customers, whom they publicly 

pledge to serve, to determine the cause of the high 
bills.

We urge residents who have incurred unfair charges 
or feel poorly treated by the city water department to 
contact your councilman and mayor (and the news-
paper — 281-425-8016, david.bloom@baytownsun.
com) and let them know.

Everyone in Baytown should be concerned about 
this. You may be next.

 
Editorial written by David Bloom, managing edi-

tor of The Sun, on behalf of the editorial board.

TODAY iN HiSTOrYToday is Sunday, Oct. 25, the 298th day 
of 2015. There are 67 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Oct. 25, 1415, during the Hundred 

Years’ War, outnumbered English soldiers 
led by Henry V defeated French troops in 
the Battle of Agincourt in northern France.

On this date:
In 1854, the “Charge of the Light Bri-

gade” took place during the Crimean War 

as an English brigade of more than 600 
men charged the Russian army, suffering 
heavy losses.

In 1954, a meeting of President Eisen-
hower’s cabinet was carried live on radio 
and television; to date, it’s the only presi-
dential cabinet meeting to be broadcast.

In 1962, U.S. Ambassador Adlai E. Ste-

venson II demanded that Soviet Ambas-
sador Valerian Zorin conirm or deny the 
existence of Soviet-built missile bases in 
Cuba, saying he was prepared to wait “un-
til hell freezes over” for an answer.

In 1983, a U.S.-led force invaded Grena-
da at the order of President Ronald Reagan, 
who said the action was needed to protect 
U.S. citizens there.

In 1999, golfer Payne Stewart and ive 

others were killed when their Learjet lew 
uncontrolled before crashing in S. Dakota.

Ten years ago: U.S. military deaths in 
Iraq reached the 2,000 mark. 

Thought for Today: “Is it really so dif-
icult to tell a good action from a bad one? 
I think one usually knows right away or a 
moment afterward, in a horrid lash of re-
gret.”                              — Mary McCarthy,

American author and critic 

JIM   

FINLEY

Covering fires by dawn’s early light
I remember it well, the wake-

up call two days before Christmas 
1979.

Sun wire editor Mike Finley 
voiced an urgent message from 
managing editor Jim Finley, telling 
me to hurry up, get to work and cov-
er the ires.

“What ires?” I asked, half asleep, 
unaware of what was going on in the 
world. 

“The ires at Baytown Junior 
School and San Jacinto Elementa-
ry,” Mike replied.

That got my attention. 
Soon thereafter I hit the road to 

old Baytown, thinking  the call from 
Mike at the break of dawn was déjà 
vu all over again.  Early one morn-
ing in May that year, he had dialed 
my number to relay the same mes-
sage from Jim — that I needed to get 
to work to write the ire story.

Our dialogue (short version) went 
something like this:

“What ire?”
“At The Sun.” 
“How bad?”
“It’s bad.”
“Newsroom?”
“Don’t ask.”
Months later, driving as fast as 

possible to the sites of the school 
ires, I wanted to scream. 

Too much, too 
soon — the ire at 
work in May and 
now the ires in 
December at two 
of my alma maters. 
(After the school 
ires, I was tempt-
ed to tell my family 
that if Mike calls 
early in the morn-

ing again, don’t answer. It may be a 
ire.)

Even before investigators said so, 
we knew that ires raging through 
two schools on the same day in the 
same part of town were not acciden-
tal, just as the ire at The Sun had 
been started.

When the school ires erupted in 
late December, Sun employees were 
still in recovery from the shock of 
ashes and blackened debris that day 
in May.

The renovation was ongoing, and 
our building was not ready yet for 
full occupancy.  Press room employ-
ees and several others in different 
parts of the building had returned, 
but the news  and composing room 
crews continued to work out of a 
warehouse on North Main.  (“Best 
little warehouse in Texas,” we called 
it.) All employees were not back at 

work on Memorial Drive until 1980. 
It was a rough time.

Our inconvenience, however, paled 
in comparison with what administra-
tors, teachers and students faced after 
the school ires. Fortunately the new-
ly built Gentry Junior School became 
available for BJS classes until a new 
school could be built near Lakewood 
off Bayway Drive.

The two-story main building on 
the original campus had been the 
heart and soul of BJS, and when it 
burned down, an architectural gem 
was lost forever. Famed architect 
Harry D. Payne, designer of Rob-
ert E. Lee High School and notable 
buildings throughout Texas, also 
designed Baytown Junior School, 
known then as Baytown Junior 
High. The main buildings of both 
schools opened in 1928.

In 1987 the biggest ire in local 
school history would consume my 
alma mater REL, and again, the 
cause was arson. Watching a TV 
news clip of the ire on YouTube, I 
got upset all over again and wanted 
to scream.

I guess I shouldn’t watch it.

Wanda Orton is a retired manag-
ing editor of The Sun. She can be 
reached at viewpoints@baytownsun.

WANDA 

ORTON

THiNk

Tell us
what you

Drop us a line...  

letters@baytownsun.com or
sunnews@baytownsun.com
Be sure and include a phone number so we can 

verify your letter. Letters are subject to editing.

Mark
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Country finally heads in right direction
Believe me, the country – our 

America – is FINALLY headed in 
the right direction. And for the dog-
goned better.

I came to this conclusion last week 
after a Florida eighth grader got DE-
TENTION for hugging a classmate 
who was having a bad day. Serves 
her right!

Way to go, America!
Without question, it was well-de-

served punishment. Make her pay 
for her kindness. We don’t need that 
type of loving behavior cluttering up 
our schools — or our country.

But just detention?
Left to me, I would’ve sent her to 

prison for that affectionate act and 
made her ineligible for Command-
er Obama’s early-release program, 
which, by all rights, should only in-
clude drug dealers and other felons. 
(They didn’t mean to.)

Harsh?
No. I say there is far too much love 

and hugging going on in America, 
and it’s (blank) time we stopped it. 
The threat of prison might help put 
an end to some of this foolishness.

The Florida case was another clear 
signal to me that our bad days are 
mostly behind us and nothing but 
blue skies lie ahead.

The almost pornographic act by 
this 14-year-old girl, Ella Fishbough, 
took place at Jackson Heights Mid-
dle School in Oviedo, Fla., and 
broke the school’s Code of Conduct.

News reports say the curly-headed 
eighth grader’s downfall came when 
she “learned that a male friend was 
having a bad day. As consolation, 
Ella put her arms around him in a 

hug.”
Who does she 

think she is?
“It was literally 

for a second,” she 
claimed. Sure.

But so what? 
Doesn’t she realize 
how a one-second 
hug can be per-
ceived?

Anyway, the 
school district acted appropriately, 
and if other districts across the coun-
try will follow suit, we’ll be well on 
our way to a better America.

The lewdness displayed by Ella, 
and her subsequent punishment, 
wasn’t the only event occurring re-
cently that can help fundamentally 
change our great nation for the bet-
ter.

At Bremerton High, in the state 
of Washington, football coach Joe 
Kennedy was placed on paid admin-
istrative leave for saying post-game 
prayers on the ield with his players.

Blasphemy!
Yeah, coach had his backers for 

this misconduct. A former player 
told news organizations that “it was 
never like we were forced to pray 
with him. He never said, ‘Let’s go 
pray’ or anything like that. We all 
just took it upon ourselves.”

But the school district said it did 
not want to be seen as endorsing re-
ligion. Right on!

Know what? I’m betting that Joe 
Kennedy is the wacky type of coach 
who, if he had Jesus on the squad, 
would play him at middle linebacker 
instead of “wide receiver,” where he 

belongs.
What Bremerton High needs are 

more touchdowns and better de-
fense. Not some dopey prayer ritual.

The school district decision is an-
other step in the right direction. Nice 
move, administrators!

Earlier I mentioned Commander 
Obama’s early-release program. You 
must admit everyone deserves a sec-
ond, or third, or ninth chance.

Obama has also decreed that any-
one applying for a government job 
SHOULD NOT be required to ill 
out an original application that asks 
if he/she has a criminal record. Way 
to go, Commander.

Sure this could lead to a sexual 
predator working in the White House 
(hmmm), but it’s just the chance we 
must take to make this the greatest 
country on the face of the Earth.

I’m hoping this government initia-
tive takes hold and spreads to other 
entities as well. After all, why should 
a bank, school, or childcare facility 
have privy to someone’s criminal 
past?

Enough, already!
So the right steps are being taken 

to improve America. I can’t wait to 
see what happens next.

If this doesn’t prove that Happy 
Days are here again, nothing will.

Way to go, America!
Actually, I’m lying about this stu-

pidity. Truth is, this PC drivel drives 
me nuts.

Jim Finley is a retired managing 
editor of The Sun. He can be reached 
at viewpoints@baytownsun.com, At-
tention: Jim Finley.

JIM   

FINLEY

Best slogans tell it like it is
Slogans tell a lot about people, 

places and products. 
“Don’t mess with Texas,” for ex-

ample. Created in the 1980s for an 
anti-litter campaign, this slogan has 
taken on a life of its own. Not a polite 
suggestion — it’s a blunt statement 
about our state that goes beyond the 
warning to keep our roads, parking 
lots and sidewalks neat and clean. 
Another dimension to “Don’t mess 
with Texas” is: Don’t try to fool us, 
don’t push us around — don’t, in 
other words, even think about it.

Baytown’s native son, Bob La-
nier, chaired the Texas Highway 
Commission in the 1980s when the 
“Don’t Mess with Texas” slogan 
made its debut, initially on bumper 
stickers. Rumor had it that Lanier 
was the one who thought it up, but 
credit rightfully goes to Tim Mc-
Clure, an advertising executive in 
Austin. He’s the one who coined the 
phrase, remembering how his mom 
used to scold him to clean up his 
room.

McClure’s mom-inspired slogan 
met with opposition among an old-
er, more conservative element in the 
highway department, but fortunate-
ly Lanier liked it.

The best slogans, after all, simply 
tell it like it is.

In 1930 the Lions Club in Hondo 
was concerned about drivers racing 
through their quiet little town, so 

they put up a sign 
that became quite 
famous. If you ha-
ven’t seen it, you 
probably have 
heard of it: “This 
is God’s country, 
don’t drive through 
it like hell.”

Actually a slight 
change was made 

in 1940s to insert “please” in front 
of  “don’t drive through it like hell.” 
The “please” factor, in my opin-
ion, wasn’t necessary, but it’s still 
a great sign. The sign has gained 
widespread coverage throughout the 
country and was included once on 
the cover of National Geographic 
and in the music video of the song 
“God Blessed Texas.”   

“Keep Austin Weird” is a slogan 
that keeps growing in populari-
ty, inspiring T-shirts, coffee mugs, 
bumper stickers and even a book, 
“Weird City: Sense of Place and 
Creative Resistance in Austin.” Af-
ter Red Wassenich came up with the 
weird saying back in 2000, the Aus-
tin Independent Business Alliance 
adopted the  motto to promote small 
businesses.

“No chains on Main” is an unofi-
cial slogan in the heart of downtown 
Fredericksburg where city leaders 
strive to keep chain stores out and 
locally owned stores in. 

Near Fredericksburg is a little set-
tlement with a feel-good outlook on 
life. Everybody likes: “Everybody’s 
somebody in Luckenbach.”

Recently the city of Houston em-
braced a slogan with a vision: “A 
city of no limits.” 

Baytown’s slogan, “Where oil and 
water really do mix,” gives an accu-
rate picture of living and working in 
the town of bays amid oil wells and 
petroleum plants. 

A brochure about the Baytown 
area, published in the 1920s, fea-
tured the phrase: “Where the Hous-
ton Ship Channel meets the sea.”

A slogan that gained recognition 
in the Advertising Slogan Hall of 
Fame has particular relevance at 
ExxonMobil’s Baytown Reinery.  
Your favorite and mine: “Put a tiger 
in your tank.”

On an individual level, one of the 
best advertising slogans in Baytown 
real estate was “Done It Again!” 
That was Eddie Cox’s way of saying 
he had sold another house. Cox had 
another popular slogan, “Be nice to 
people.”  

Come to think of it, there likely 
was a connection in the Realtor’s 
success and being nice to people.

                          .
Wanda Orton is a retired manag-

ing editor of The Sun. She can be 
reached at viewpoints@baytownsun.
com, Attention: Wanda Orton.

WANDA 

ORTON

Stonewalling
on water bills

OUR VIEW

“What we got here is a failure to communicate.”
— The Captain, 1967 “Cool Hand Luke”

To us, there are too many unanswered questions about 
the late summer spike in some Baytown water bills.

The city manager says the city is still looking for an an-
swer why some bills unexplainably doubled, tripled — but 
how?  The city says they are still investigating, but do not 
say exactly how.

This is all the city is saying:
“We continue to work with our customers towards reso-

lution, as we do all customer complaints. We will not con-
tinue to rehash this through the media.” 

We’ve gotten this reply several times to many questions. 
Here are some unanswered questions concerning the water 
bill issue:

• The error in Jay Eshbach’s meter wasn’t discovered 
until a second test was run — were any meters cited in the 
City Council report re-tested or were they just tested once? 

• Is Utility Billing still keeping track of high-bill com-
plaints to see if they have gone back to normal with the 
heavy rains? 

• Is there any way of estimating how many there are, or 
if this is more or less of a problem than it has been in past 
summers? 

• How much did the review of water metering and bill-
ing cost? (We were told $5,200 before the report, but want 
to check if the amount changed.) 

• Is there any progress to report yet on a review process 
or on reconsidering the speciics of the conservation bill-
ing? 

• What issues involving possible human error were in-
vestigated? 

• How many leaks does the city have in its own water 
system? 

• Is any review of Utility Billing customer service pro-
cedures being considered? 

For the record: the city investigation earned itself all A’s. 
From assistant city manager Kevin Troller:  “An incredi-
ble amount of work was done by city staff, and our con-
sultants, to ind any errors or inconsistencies in our equip-
ment, processes, or systems. No such errors were found.” 

But the cursory investigation did not prove that resi-
dents were responsible for outrageous water bills, either. 

Tie goes to the city, however, by way of “pay up or your 
water will be shut off” ultimatums.

That scenario, and because many people still feel they 
were robbed, is why we continue to ask questions to ind 
out what’s being done.

Transparency is only the path here.
Instead of ignoring reporters’ questions, the city should 

return ire with facts. Doing so isn’t about public-relations 
messaging — it’s about responsibility.

Otherwise, folks might suspect that it’s not that the City 
Hall honchos don’t like answering questions, but that they 
know Baytown won’t like the answers.

Editorial written by David Bloom, managing editor of 
The Baytown Sun, in behalf of the editorial board.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Sunday, Nov. 15, the 319th day of 2015.
On this date:
In 1777, the Second Continental Congress approved the 

Articles of Confederation.
In 1864, during the Civil War, Union forces led by Maj. 

Gen. William T. Sherman began their “March to the Sea” 
from Atlanta; the campaign ended with the capture of Sa-
vannah on Dec. 21.

In 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt laid the cor-
nerstone of the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, D.C.

In 1942, the naval Battle of Guadalcanal ended during 
World War II with a decisive U.S. victory over Japanese 
forces.

Thought for Today: “To oppose something is to main-
tain it.”                 — Ursula K. LeGuin, American writer

Editor’s Note: This story was shared with The Sun by a 
city councilman: 

Recently, a Baytown resident who received an abnor-
mally high water bill got customer service worth noting.  

Upon receiving the complaint, the Utility Billing De-
partment contacted the resident and made arrangements 
to test his meter. After the resident failed to show up at 
the initial time, another time was agreed upon by the res-
ident to witness the meter test. After witnessing that the 
meter’s accuracy was OK, an arrangement was made with 
the resident to lower the water bill by about half of what 
was owed. 

The resident accepted a payment plan so that the en-
tire amount would not be due at once. The resident missed 
making the irst payment due this week and was in jeop-
ardy of having the meter disconnected for non-payment. 
City staff contacted the resident, which was not required, 
to avoid that happening. The resident did make the pay-
ment.

“I am sharing this with you in hopes that customers 
(some of which are not residents, but businesses) can see 
the City of Baytown does not want to impose hardships of 
any type on those who live or own business here. I know 
this type of information sometimes doesn’t garner head-
lines that may seem interesting to people, but as long as I 
am serve on City Council, I will see that we treat custom-
ers with the respect due them,” said Terry Sain, Baytown 
city councilman.

Above & beyond service

Mark
Line
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Christmases past warm an aging heart
When it comes to Christmas, about 

the only thing I haven’t experienced 
is roasting chestnuts on an open ire.

Truthfully, have you?
To be honest, I wouldn’t know a 

chestnut if I stepped on one on Tex-
as Avenue. Or anywhere else in the 
Western Hemisphere, which I’m led 
to believe somehow includes Chica-
go.

Otherwise, like you, my head 
and heart are illed with spectacular 
Christmas memories. Indeed, there 
are so many they tie my mind in a 
knot, which some say is normal for 
me.

If I had to choose an all-time fa-
vorite Christmas, I couldn’t do it. 
The Big Editor In The Sky has bless-
ed me with so many.

Like, I remember back-to-back 
Christmases — when I was about 12 
and 13 — spent in Kilgore, deep in 
the heart of East Texas. We enjoyed 
those two with my much-beloved 
grandparents, Mama and Papa Finley.

Just being with Mama and Papa 
would’ve been enough because I 
loved them more than the whole 
wide peanut — the ultimate expres-
sion of love in our family — but it 
was made even more special being 
in Kilgore.

In those days (the Ice Age), Kil-
gore was listed as the “Oil Capital 
of The World.” It was a title richly 
deserved.

What made Kilgore so special 
were the literally hundreds of oil 
derricks standing tall within the city 
limits. And City Fathers (and Moth-
ers) decorated some of them up for 
Yuletime.

In my mind, 
there just couldn’t 
be any city in the 
world where you 
not only felt the 
Christmas spirit 
everywhere, but 
saw it “on high” as 
well.

It was a super 
special time.

I also vividly re-
member getting a new bicycle — my 
irst — when I was about 7 and liv-
ing in West Columbia with my par-
ents, Gigi and J.P.

Unfortunately, when Santa 
brought the bike into our livingroom 
(I don’t know how he did it since the 
package was so large), the old goat 
from the North Pole made a huge 
mistake.

The Rascal in Red didn’t bother 
to put it together, and J.P., with help 
from my Uncle Buddy, spent hours 
and hours making it ready for riding, 
mainly because they ran into serious 
problems inserting the handlebars.

Meanwhile, other kids were 
zooming down the street on their 
new bikes — kids could do that safe-
ly in those days — and were having 
a high old time. It seemed unfair.

Finally, somewhere around noon I 
was able to join them, and I soon got 
over the disappointment. Hey, you is 
OK, Santa!

Then I remember a “funny” Christ-
mas incident when we lived in the 
highly religious neighborhood front-
ing Grace Street in Bay City, where I 
was the up-and-coming sports editor 
for The Daily Tribune.

It began when Wife Margie, ba-
bies Robin and Scott, and myself 
personally arose on a wonderful 
Christmas morn to see what Santa 
had left under our beautiful, natu-
ral tree. And what to our wondering 
eyes did appear?

For one thing, this little plastic 
push-car for Scott. (Santa had help 
from J.P. putting it together. Thank-
fully.)

Scott was delighted. He jumped in 
and I pushed him around the house.

But, uh, our home had solid wood-
en loors. Just as we headed back 
to the livingroom, I gave him one 
mighty push and …

The little car, going at what I igured 
was about 90 mph, headed straight 
for the Christmas tree, and there in 
the room there arose such a clatter, I 
knew I was in trouble … no matter.

Scott plunged into the bottom on 
the tree and it toppled over on top of 
him and his new vehicle. Ornaments 
and decorations of all sorts smashed 
to the loor, leaving glass every-
where. Oops!

To say Wife Margie was miffed 
would be an understatement. I had 
just destroyed our Christmas tree on 
Christmas morning. (It was Scott’s 
fault.)

I think it was New Year’s before 
she spoke to me again.

It was memorable, alright.
Who needs chestnuts, anyway?
Merry Christmas!

Jim Finley is a retired managing 
editor of The Sun. He can be reached 
at viewpoints@baytownsun.com, At-
tention: Jim Finley.

First Christmas at Baytown Sun
One of my most vivid memories 

during my irst holiday season at 
The Sun was stepping over Good-
fellow bags strewn over the loor of 
the front ofice in our building on 
West Pearce. The bags, after being 
illed with toys by Sun staffers and 
volunteers, were taken on Christmas 
Eve to homes of needy children. 
With our workplace as busy as San-
ta’s workshop toward the inal hours 
of the drive, the whole scene was 
chaotic but also fun and a great way 
to catch the Christmas spirit.

While feeling good about the 
Goodfellows, I must admit there 
was a bit of Scrooge in me, too.

I didn’t like my Christmas edition 
assignment in the newsroom — hav-
ing to call every name in the phone 
book and ask people what they were 
doing, where they were going or 
who was coming to see them for 
Christmas. The brief telephone in-
terviews were conducted to collect 
news briefs on how and where local 
residents were spending the holi-
days. We called them “personals.”

I liked seeing local names in the 
paper but didn’t like making the 
calls. That’s another thing I remem-
ber about Christmas ’52 — learning 
that I had to do what I to do, and it 
didn’t matter whether I liked it not. 

What I didn’t real-
ize at the time was 
that making myriad 
phone calls, mostly 
to strangers, would 
toughen me up in 
following years for 
interviewing all 
kinds of people, the 
good, bad and the 
indifferent.                

Part of the holiday season that I 
really enjoyed was regrouping with 
friends home from college. In 1952-
1953 we had parted ways as they 
went away to college, and I stayed 
home, working and attending Lee 
College. The holidays brought us all 
together again. It was so good to see 
Marilyn Padgett, Barbara “Whitey” 
Whitesides and Charlotte McNulty, 
from Baylor; Joelle Rosenzweig, 
from Smith College; Cynthia Moore 
and Chili Kelly, from Stephens Col-
lege; Mary White, University of 
Texas; J.E. Braziel, Abilene Chris-
tian College; Joe Bill Miller, Texas 
A&M; BeBe Daves and Anna Vann, 
Sam Houston, and others. (“And 
others” is code for “I can’t remem-
ber them all.”)

Several friends home from col-
leges worked in stores on Texas Av-
enue during the holidays, wrapping 

Christmas packages, and we often 
met for lunch or coffee breaks at 
Tommy Scarborough’s Drug Store 
or Frenchy Kiber’s Tri-City Café.

Working at The Sun during the 
holidays was University of Missouri 
student Margie Pollack, who had pre-
ceded me on the society news desk. 
When I was a senior at Robert E. Lee 
High School, Margie edited my teen 
news reports. During that holiday 
break in ’52, we got to work together 
again, and I loved hearing all about 
the University of Missouri where she 
was majoring in journalism.

In years following my introduc-
tion to Yuletide at The Baytown 
Sun, the collection of personals 
continued. Once, I was so tired 
that I accidentally called co-work-
er Jean Froneberger, who happened 
to be at home that day instead of at 
work. She laughed when this caller 
introduced herself and asked what 
she and her family would be doing 
during the holidays. When I realized 
I’d called a colleague in collecting 
Christmas personals, I laughed, too. 

Might as well. 

Wanda Orton is a retired manag-
ing editor of The Sun. She can be 
reached at viewpoints@baytownsun.
com, Attention: Wanda Orton.

An appeal 
for fairness

OUR VIEW

“I know people are looking for there to be a prob-
lem, but honestly there’s not a problem. The problem 
was we had rain followed by hot, humid months and 
people consumed more water.”

— Assistant City Manager Kevin Troller reporting 
to City Council Dec. 10 about high water bills 

In truth, the City of Baytown cannot explain why 
dozens of homeowners received alarmingly high water 
bills this summer. Yet, oficials are cocksure the City of 
Baytown is blameless.

Some residents were billed two, three times above nor-
mal and others even more grossly overbilled. Normal 
folks, people on vacation, unoccupied buildings reported 
bills that could not be explained. 

Some bills spiked even though water usage was not 
altered. Others hired plumbers who could not ind any 
leaking water. Many of the complaints were clumped 
in neighborhoods. The timing and scope of the problem 
raise legitimate questions.

However, unelected city oficials continue to insist cus-
tomers did not understand their bills or consumption. The 
city alleges you watered too much, forgot to turn sprin-
klers off, illed pools again and again or your neighbors 
stole the water.

“Hot humid months” is a nonsensical culprit.
In fact, the city’s answers have changed little since the 

issue arose in September. A cursory investigation by the 
city uncovered little, and it was certainly nowhere close 
to a “cradle to grave” examination as asserted to council. 

In truth, the city did not look very hard to ind out why 
bills spiked, only to clear themselves and to collect.

We still don’t buy these answers, and luckily for cus-
tomers, members of City Council don’t appear to buy 
them either.

Councilmen posed tough questions that went unan-
swered. They must continue asking tough questions and 
demanding answers.

Ironically, the comment at the top was made the night a 
policy for “Unexplainable High Water Consumption Ad-
justment” was presented to council.

The “Unexplainable” admission by the city marks a 
step in the right direction, but the policy is wholly inade-
quate as written.

The affected water customers deserved better treatment 
than they got this summer. And all City of Baytown water 
customers deserve a better appeals process.

The “appeals process” is tilted greatly in favor of the 
city and not a fair deal for customers. It does not include 
businesses and does not consider a second occurrence of 
an unexplainable bill valid.

The process can be invoked if the customer has a bill 
that shows more than three times the usage over the last 
12 months or is $100 above normal. The customer must 
have hired a plumber to inspect for water leaks. The city 
will also inspect the meter for leaks.

If the city determines there is no reasonable explanation 
for the high bill, it will discount the bill by one-half of the 
charges in excess of the 12-month average.

The city has no plans to make good with customers who 
overpaid this summer.

The people deserve better. 
Water customers deserve to know what happened and 

what can be done to prevent such surprises from happen-
ing again. And it shouldn’t require pulling teeth to be re-
sponsive.

For starters, take “Consumption” out of the policy’s ti-
tle since it does not square with “Unexplainable.”

With the attitude at City Hall, residents have no reason 
to believe they can get a fair shake on Market Street. 

Ultimately, the process needs an independent review 
panel — a way for consumers to appeal the decisions of 
city oficials to a higher authority. 

That should take the bias out of the equation.

Editorial written by David Bloom, managing editor of 
The Baytown Sun, on behalf of the editorial board.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is Sunday, Dec. 20, the 354th day of 2015. 
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 20, 1945, the Ofice of Price Administration 

announced the end of tire rationing, effective Jan. 1, 1946.
On this date:
In 1790, the irst successful cotton mill in the United 

States began operating at Pawtucket, Rhode Island.
In 1803, the Louisiana Purchase was completed as 

ownership of the territory was formally transferred from 
France to the United States.

In 1860, South Carolina became the irst state to secede 
from the Union as all 169 delegates to a special conven-
tion in Charleston voted in favor of separation.

In 1864, Confederate forces evacuated Savannah, 
Georgia, as Union Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman nearly 
completed his “March to the Sea.”

In 1989, the United States launched Operation Just 
Cause, sending troops into Panama to topple the govern-
ment of Gen. Manuel Noriega.

Thought for Today: “All the mistakes I ever made 
were when I wanted to say ‘No’ and said ‘Yes.’” 

— Moss Hart, American playwright 
and director (born 1904, died this date in 1961)

Unexplainable water bill appeals  
policy flawed; third party a must
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