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Thirty teams
of transit

system bus
drivers and
mechanics
competed
Saturday

in the 2016
Triple

Crown Bus
“Roadeo” in
Lee County.

Drivers
competed

on a course,
maneuvering
around cones
while doing

steering
and backing
exercises.

RYAN MILLS/STAFF

By Ryan Mills
ryan.mills@naplesnews.com; 239-263-4784

Florida’s best transit system bus
drivers andmechanicswere inFort
Myers on Saturdaymorning vying
for the top spot in the 2016 Triple
Crown Bus “Roadeo.”

Thirty city, county and state
transit system teams, along with
a team from Walt Disney World,
competed in the Roadeo,” which
had four divisions: full-size buses,
paratransit buses, vans and main-
tenance.

“For employees who spend their
lives or are dedicated to being tran-

sit employees, it’s good, it’s fun and
it’s rewarding for them,” said Steve
Myers,LeeCountyTransitdirector.

The competition was intense.
Before they even got behind the

wheel, driverswere judgedon their
pre-trip inspection, during which
they look for problems — missing
emergency kits, burned-out blink-
ers— on a bus.

‘Roadeo’ in Lee County

Drivers, mechanics compete

By Greg Stanley
greg.stanley@naplesnews.com; 239-263-4738

Immokalee redevelopment
leaders will ask Collier County
commissioners Tuesday to set
money aside for sidewalks, road
drainage systems and to appoint
a manager for the area’s Com-
munityRedevelopmentAgency.

The agency has been with-
out an official leader for four
months — since Bradley Muck-
el resigned as operations man-
ager, saying he was frustrated
over limited results and a lack

of communication between the
agency’s advisory board and
county commissioners.

The advisory board will ask
commissioners at an annual re-
view to give the job to interim
manager Christie Betancourt,
who has been with the agency
since 2008, and then hire some-
one to replaceher as administra-

tive assistant.
“We need help,” said Frank

Nappo,advisoryboardchairman.
“Christie was born in Im-

mokalee, lives in Immokalee
and has a fantastic relationship
with the community. She gives
us a high level of credibility that
things are going to get done. But
we need to get her an assistant.”

The county has no timeline to
replace Muckel, spokeswoman
Kate Albers said.

The short-staffed agency re-
lies onwinning state and federal
grants to improve Immokalee’s
infrastructure. It also serves
as the area’s main advocate to
countyofficials andcommission-
ers, who live 25 to 45miles from
Immokalee.

Over the past several years,
the agency has won federal and
state money to slowly add side-
walks and drainage to Immo-
kalee roads.

Finding money to improve
Lake Trafford Road will be one
of its top priorities over the next
year, Nappo said.

“Right now,we’ve got a trench
and no sidewalks,” Nappo said.
“Then there’s some type of ar-
chaic fencing put up, so anyone
walking that area to school has
to walk on the road.”

The agencywants the county
to help lobby theFloridaDepart-
ment of Transportation to add a
traffic light to help pedestrians

Immokalee to ask county for aid for roads, sidewalks
Commissioners also will be asked to fill
a vacated manager’s job with the area’s
Community Redevelopment Agency.
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naplesnews.com
Watch a video of the Triple Crown Bus
“Roadeo” in Fort Myers.
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Sailors race Saturday in the 40th annual Southwest Florida Charity Regatta of the Gulf Coast Sailing Club in the Gulf of Mexico near the Naples Pier.

Racing off Naples Pier

By Kelli Krebs
kelli.krebs@naplesnews.com; 239-435-3435

Tucker Thompson stepped
out onto the Naples City Dock
on a cool and slightly overcast
Saturdaymorning.

The former professional
sailor-turned-TV host walked
on the dock until he found slip
44, where a 35-foot J-105 racer-
cruiserwas dockedwith its red,
orange and yellow jib already
out. The sailboat appropriately
was called Flame.

Thompson was the celebrity
guest and sailor Saturday at the
Gulf Coast SailingClub’s South-
west Florida Charity Regatta.

The 40th annual event will

continue Sunday.
“It’s great tohavehimaboard,”

said Jim Doane, skipper of the
Flame’s eight-man crew. “He’s

probably the only celebrity sail-
or that we’ve had in this race.”

The 17 racing sailboats left
the dock about 8:15 a.m. Starting

in front of the Naples Pier, the
boats raced on several courses
in the Gulf of Mexico.

Thompson, who has been on
the sailing world’s biggest stage
for three years — one as a pro-
fessional and two as TV host of
the America’s Cup— competed
in the regatta and promoted the
2017America’sCup sailing com-
petition.

“One downside to promoting
the sport is that I don’t get to do
it verymuch anymore,”Thomp-
son said. “So to be able to come
to Florida where the weather is
perfect, be able to race on Jim’s
J-105 for the afternoon, then go
todinner tonight and raise funds
for children, what’s not to like?”

This year’s regattawill benefit
Avow’sChildren’s Bereavement

TVhost Thompson gives regatta a boost

Melanie Wasmer, of Naples, watches her husband, Marty Wasmer,
from the Pier with their sons MacAulay, 7, and Finn, 8, as he takes part
in the regatta as a crew member on a sailboat.

■ Ex-pro sailor
crews in race
to help raise money
for children, others

naplesnews.com
See more photos of the regatta.

It took 10 months for
authorities to arrest Mi-
chael Phillips, thedriverof
a semi-truck that plowed
into Toyota Corolla on
Dec. 30, 2011, killing Jen-
nifer Jenkins, 35, a Naples
nurse, and her child-
hood friend, Kathleen
O’Callaghan, 34.

The wait seemed inter-
minable to Jenkins’ moth-
er, SharonMahar. But that
wait was just beginning.

In a case in which un-
speakable sadness is
heaped upon unspeakable
sadness, delays inbringing
Phillips to trial continue
with no end in sight.

OnTuesday,Maharwill
make the trip to Hardee
County, where the crash
occurred, for yet another
hearing for Phillips, 51,
who is charged with two
counts ofDUImanslaugh-
ter and a slew of other
counts.

She has made the two-
hour drive to the court-
house inWauchula at least
20 times, she estimated,
and expects to make it
manymore.

“It’s draining. It’s just
frustrating there’s been
no progress,” Mahar said
Thursday at The Conser-
vancy of Southwest Flori-
da, where she works as an
executive assistant.

But Mahar, or Jenkins’
husband, Dan, or some-
one else from the victims’
families, will be at every
hearing until the case is
concluded, she said.

By being there, fam-
ily members have raised
questions and corrected
mistakes that might have
led to more delays.

DUI alleged;
case delays
frustrate
families

See IMMOKALEE, 4A

See REGATTA, 5A
See BATTEN, 5A

See ‘ROADEO’, 4A
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A crew
leaves
the Naples
City Dock
on Naples
resident
Jim Doane’s
35-foot
racer-
cruiser,
Flame,
before
taking
part in the
Southwest
Florida
Charity
Regatta on
Saturday.
DAviD AlbeRS/
StAFF

Program,Blind SailingUnlimited, adaptive sailing programs
and youth sailing in Collier County.

“It’s such a wonderful charity event that we put on every
year,” said Paul Carlson, chairman of the regatta. “Wehave a
good time sailing, butwe’re part of the community andwant
to give back to them.”

Thompson has been part of the sailingworld since hewas
14 years old.

“Two things I’m passionate about are sailing and talking
about sailing,” he said. “So to get involved in television, I
knew that I at least needed the credibility of being one of the
top sailors in theworld. So I focused on that for the first part
of my career until I made it to the America’s Cup team as a
professional. Then I shifted into the media side.”

After his retirement fromprofessional sailing, Thompson
co-foundedT2P.TV, abroadcast companywitha sailingniche.

“There’s not a lot of media coverage for sailing,” he said,
“so we just started our own company.”

Thompsonalsowas chosen tobe the celebrity guest speak-
er at the regatta dinner Saturday night.

REGATTA
from 3A

“If someone wasn’t
there to represent the girls
and follow up on things,
we’d be farther behind
than we are, I guess,” Ma-
har said.

A review of the court
file offers insights into
the system’s failings and a
heart-wrenching account
of the accident itself.

Jennifer Jenkins and
O’Callaghan were driv-
ing east on State Road 64,
heading to Orlando for a
friend’s birthday party.

Following them was
Dan Jenkins, traveling
with the couple’s 2-month-
old daughter Ashley, the
answer to their prayers
after experiencing fertil-
ity problems.

“It was going to be the
first time Jen was going to
be able to show offAshley
toher friends,” SharonMa-
har recalled.

Thegroup took twocars
so they’d have the flexibil-
ity to visit different people
over the New Year’s holi-
day, Mahar said.

At the same time, Phil-
lipswas travelingwest in a

Kenworth tractorwithout
a trailer attached.

There were ominous
signsbeforethefatalwreck.

Herbert Baker, an em-
ployee of the Hardee
CountyClerk ofCourts of-
fice, was driving home af-
ter work when he saw the
truck driven by Phillips
in front of him, swerving
across lanes, speeding up
and slowing down errati-
cally, he said.

Baker tried to call 911
but couldn’t get his “hor-
rible” cellphone to work.

He passed the truck,
only to find it bearing
down on his rear bumper
moments later. It ran him
off the side of the road,
brushing his car as it went
by about 70mph, he said.

Within seconds, hewit-
nessed the wreck.

FHP: Lane crossed
Florida Highway Patrol

troopers investigating
determined Phillips had
drifted into the opposite
lane, hitting the Corolla
almost head-on.

Thefirst deputies on the
scene knew immediately
Jennifer and Kathy were
dead in their car. Dan Jen-
kins’ Ford Escape was on

its side.
The Kenworth ended

up in an orange grove a
fewhundred feet from the
point of impact.

Therewas nothing they
coulddo for the twoyoung
women, so the officers
helped the medics with
Phillips, who was still in
the truck cab.

He resisted efforts to
remove him, grabbing a
female medic by the hair.
He cursed and flailed at
the rescue workers be-
fore they finally got him
strapped to a backboard
and into an ambulance.

Other officers had to
keep Dan Jenkins away
from the car where his
wife had died.

Mahar has spent hours
reading through the court
file, not only familiariz-
ing herself with the legal
morass of delays and rep-
etition, but culling out
the moments of humanity
found in the witness ac-
counts.

“When I read the depo-
sition of the man who got
(Ashley)out of thevehicle,
that touched me. Even
though this terrible thing
happened, therewere kind
people there. It’s those

things I concentrate on.
Thepeople thatwerehelp-
ful. Not the defendant.”

Even now, more than
four years after the crash,
Mahar won’t say Phillips’
name out loud.

She maintains note-
books full of details from
thecase, emails shehas ex-
changedwith the authori-
ties and updates posted
on a blog about the two
women and the quest for
closure. Ultimately, she’ll
give them to Ashley, so
that she has a record of
whathappenedbeyond the
family’s oral history.

Looking at the child,
Mahar sees much of her
daughter.

“Everyone wants to
say their kid is special,
but there was something
about Jen. Shedrewpeople
to her.”

Although 4-year-old
Ashleydoesn’t understand
it yet, she plays a key role
in keepingher family posi-
tive through the ordeal.

“Whatwould Jenwant?”
Mahar asks rhetorically.
“She would want us, of
course, to take care of her
family. Not that we don’t
grieve, but we try to keep
things upbeat.”

So far, four trial dates
for Phillips have come and
gone.

Other hearings have
been put off for various
reasons.

Free on just $20,000
bail, Phillips missed a
hearing in June 2014, caus-
ing the judge to revoke
bond.Monthsofdelays en-
sued before he was found
and jailed with no bond.

The fact that bond was
so low in a case involving
twodeathsstunnedMahar.

“It was like a slap in the
face,” she said.

Other postponements
occurredwhenthedefense
attorney failed to showup.

Latest deLays
The latest string of de-

lays centers on a defense
expertwho is to reviewthe
toxicology reports stating
Phillips hadmethamphet-
amines and a form of Va-
lium, but no alcohol, in his
system at the time of the
crash.

Since at least last No-
vember, the expert, Dr.
Stefan Rose, of Palm City,
has said he hasn’t been
able to produce a report
because he hasn’t gotten
thematerial heneeds from

the state.
Brian Haas, chief as-

sistant state attorney for
the 10th Circuit, said he
understands the family’s
frustration with the case.

“We’re mindful of the
fact that the victims’ fam-
ily is interested in see-
ing this case brought to a
close,” Haas said.

David Ward, the pros-
ecutor in the case, intends
to ask JudgeMarcusEzelle
for a very tight schedule to
force the defense to get its
expert prepared and to
move forward, Haas said.

A year ago, Phillips
wrote to Ezelle from the
county jail, calling the
lack of access to religious
services a “travesty.”

“From my perspective,
he’s the travesty,” Mahar
said. “He’sneverownedup
to this.

“As a parent, you want
justice for your child. I
would just like it said in a
courtroomhe’s guilty,” she
said. “Theseyoungwomen
deserve to have this end.”

Connect with brent batten at
brent.batten@naplesnews.com,
on twitter@NDN_brentbatten
and at facebook.com/ndn
brentbatten.
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HOW FLORIDA’S
DEADLY DRUNKEN DRIVERS
HIT THE ROAD

An outdated address.
A computer disk lost in

the mail.
An incomplete record.
A calendar mix-up.
An endless string of

seemingly minor snafus
have added up to years of
delays in bringing to trial a
Frostproof, Florida, man ac-
cused of DUI manslaughter
in the 2011 deaths of twoCol-
lier County women, leaving
their families in a prolonged
stateof grief anduncertainty.

Relatives of Jenni-
fer Jenkins and Kathleen
O’Callaghan have made
dozens of trips to the Hard-
ee County Courthouse in
Wauchula to sit in on hear-
ings for Michael Phillips,
51, who is accused of two
counts of DUI manslaughter
in theDec. 30, 2011 crash that
claimed to the livesof the two
childhood friends.

The ordeal has left them

■ Delayed case inches ahead in Hardee County

COREY PERRINE/STAFF (2)

Michael Phillips enters the courtroom Tuesday at the Hardee County courthouse in Wauchula. Phillips, 51, was the driver
of a semi truck that struck a Toyota Corolla on Dec. 30, 2011, killing Jennifer Jenkins, 35, and her childhood friend,
Kathleen O’Callaghan, 34.

Sharon Mahar, Jennifer Jenkins’ mother, and Carol O’Callaghan,
Kathleen O’Callaghan’s sister, listen to court proceedings Tuesday,
at the Hardee County courthouse.

naplesnews.com
See more photos and watch
a video fromMichael Phillips’
hearing. To read the Free to Flee
series, go to naplesnews.com/
freetoflee.
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Closure coming at a snail’s pace

naplesnews.com
Participate in our poll: Should the Atlanta
Braves hold spring training in Collier County?

naplesnews.com
Read the Estero Village poll
and see social media archive
from the meeting.

naplesnews.com/
freetoflee
Read the entire 4-part Free
to Flee series, watch video
interviews and see photo
galleries.

See DELAY, 5A

By Maryann Batlle
maryann.batlle@naplesnews.com
239-263-4790

Estero’s village council
said “yes” to a pay raise.

In a 5-2 voteonWednes-
day, the village council ap-
proved an ordinance that
boosts the mayor’s an-
nual salary from $9,000
to $22,595.88 and council
members’ annual salaries
from$6,000 to $16,946.88.

The changes are not
immediate. Under Es-
tero’s governing village
charter, any salary bumps
approved by the council
become official “the first
day after the next regular
municipal election.”

That means the raises
approved Wednesday go
into effect March 8, 2017,
according to the ordi-
nance.

Mayor Nick Batos and
Councilor Don Brown
voted against the new
salaries. Batos, who had
suggested conducting a
village-widepoll, said they
lacked public feedback.

“Without a significant
numberof residents telling
us their feeling, I feel we
should not do this at this
time,” Batos said.

Duringpubliccomment,
Rep. RayRodrigues, R-Es-
tero,who is running for re-
election to theLegislature,
presented a public-opin-
ion poll that he said was

Members
vote for a
raise for
themselves

Estero’s
village council

By Laura Layden
laura.layden@naplesnews.com; 239-263-4818

and Greg Stanley
greg.stanley@naplesnews.com; 239-263-4738

TheAtlanta Braves are scoutingCollier
County in search of a new spring train-
ing home that county commissioners say
could be located off Collier Boulevard

near Interstate 75.
But it’s unclear how realistic the pro-

posal is, as several Collier commissioners
have raised concerns about the proposed
location and cost, and Sarasota and Palm
Beach officials appear to have made more
progresswith competing proposals. Terry
McGuirk, the Braves’ chairman and CEO,
toldTheAtlanta Journal-Constitution last

week that the team is focused on Sara-
sota and Palm Beach now “just because
there are certain timetables of construc-
tion where we have to have shovels in the
ground to be playing in 2018.”

The Atlanta Braves organization has
been in talks with some of the same

Atlanta Braves scouting Collier, other sites
For spring training facility:

INSIDE
See a timeline that chronicles activity
between Major League Baseball teams
and Collier County. 4A

See RAISE, 7A

See BRAVES, 4A
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frustrated to the point of
anger.

“I want this closure,”
said Dan Jenkins, the hus-
band of Jennifer Jenkins.
“This is the one part of
her life that is the ugliest
but it goes on the longest,”
he said Tuesday after yet
another pretrial confer-
ence before JudgeMarcus
Ezelle.

The halting pace of the
case seemedat last towear
on Ezelle, who approved a
scheduled proposed by
prosecutors to have all
expertwitness opinions in
anddepositionscompleted
by September, setting the
stage for a trial inOctober.

“At some point, we
should actually be able
to set a trial date,” Ezelle
said near the close of the
hearing.

However vague and
distant a trial six months
from now may appear, it
represents progress to the
family members.

“It seems like the
first positive step in a
long time,” said Carol
O’Callaghan, sister of
Kathleen and one of five
members of the twowom-
en’s families in attendance.

The latest set of delays
in the case — it was 10
monthsbeforePhillipswas
even arrested and while
free on just $20,000 bond
he absconded, putting the
case on hold for another
six months — centers on
the role ofDr. StefanRose,
an expert witness brought
inbydefense attorneyKel-
ley Collier late in 2014.

Getting a report from
Rose has proved difficult,
and as late as Friday he
contacted Collier to tell
him he still doesn’t have
the information he be-
lieves he needs to form an
opinion.

An exasperated pros-
ecutor, Assistant State At-
torney David Ward, did
something he says he’s

never done in more than
15 years trying cases, ask
for a court ordered sched-
ule to compel the defense
tomove.

“There’s a fine line. The
defendant is entitled todue
process but there comes a
timewhen the defense ex-
pert hashijacked thecase,”
Ward said before the hear-
ing. “We’vebeen sittingon
our hands for 18months.”

“It is a fair characteriza-
tion he (Rose) could and
should have been more
responsive,”Ezelleoffered.

Collier tried to explain
some of the difficulties. A
computer disk with 1,000
pagesof toxicology reports
and backing information
was sent in January by
registered mail to Rose, a
frequent defense expert in
DUI cases.

But the address was an
old one, and Rose never
got thematerial. For some

reasonCollierwasn’t noti-
fied. Eventually a newdisk
was mailed to the correct
address. “He’s only had it
two or three weeks,” Col-
lier said.

Going through that
many pages takes time,
and it was April 1 when
Rose told Collier there
was information missing.
Compiling and copying
the additional material
could cost up to $1,000,
an amount Collier said he
could petition the state to
pay but that will probably
be paid by the defendant’s
familymembers,whohave
been helping with his de-
fense.

Collier acknowledged
after the hearing that the
case is dragging on.

“It is unusual. It is un-
naturally long,” he said.
His job is to give his client
the best defense he can.
He declined to comment
on the toll on the victims’
families.

Dan Jenkins said ev-
eryone they meet around
the Hardee County court-
house speaks highly of
Collier.

But in one instance that
still galls the families, a
hearing was called off
whenCollier’s officemade
a mistake in his calendar
and he didn’t show up.

The two-hour drive from
Naples toWauchula was a
complete waste.

So, Jenkins said, when
the family sees the man
defending Phillips, “The
only thing we can picture
is pitchforks and horns.
The devil.”

Phillips appeared in
court alongside Collier in
a gray and white striped
jail jumpsuit and shack-
les. He said nothing dur-
ing the hearing and didn’t
acknowledge the victims’
families in the second row
behind him.

Toxicology reports state
Phillips had methamphet-
amine and a form of Vali-
um in his systemwhen the
Kenworth truck he was
driving east of Wauchula
crossed the centerline and
slammed intoaToyotaCo-
rolla carryingNaples resi-
dent Jennifer Jenkins,who
was 35, and O’Callaghan,

34, her friend sincemiddle
school who was living in
London at the time.

Dan Jenkins was fol-
lowing the two in a Ford
Escape also occupied by
the couple’s two-month-
old daughter, Ashley. The
Escape rolled over as Jen-
kins swerved to avoid the
wreckage but both he and
Ashley survived.

The travelers were
passing through Hardee
County that day on their
way to holiday in Orlando
with friends.

Now, each trip there
is an occasion to relive
those terrible events, with
new frustrations piled on
every time the case goes
nowhere.

“Just coming out here,
there’s a feeling of loss,”
Dan Jenkins said. “We’ve
been through a lot out
here.”

Ashley Jenkins is now
4 and is beginning to
wonder about hermother,
about why her dad leaves
town for the day every
couple of months.

“My daughter asks a lot
of questions,”Dan Jenkins
said. “I was just hoping
this would be over before
she’d remember.”

There’s no guarantee
theOctober trialwill come
about. Ezelle stressed that
Phillips’ right to due pro-
cess can’t be rushed.

“It is fundamentally
important that both the
state and the defense have
a reasonable opportunity
tobeprepared for trial and
tohavewitnessespresent,”
Ezelle said.

After what will be
nearly five years waiting,
Sharon Mahar, mother of
Jennifer Jenkins, is tiredof
hearing what the defense
deserves.

“Nobody ever says any-
thing about what the vic-
timsdeserve,”Mahar said.

Connect with Brent Batten at
brent.batten@naplesnews.
com, on Twitter@NDN_Brent-
Batten and at facebook.com/
ndnbrentbatten

DELAY
from 1A

Corey PerriNe/STaff

Marge o’Callaghan, mother of Kathleen o’Callaghan, from left; Carol o’Callaghan, sister of Kathleen o’Callaghan; Daniel
Jenkins, husband of Jennifer Jenkins; and Jason Mahar, brother of Jennifer Jenkins, speak Tuesday in the lobby of the Hardee
County courthouse in Wauchula. Daniel Jenkins talked about how hard it has been and the numerous trips to the courthouse to
keep reliving bad memories.

My daughter asks a lot of
questions. I was just hoping

this would be over before she’d
remember.”

Daniel Jenkins, whose wife was killed in a car crash

www.aesthetictreatmentcenters.com
info@aesthetictreatmentcenters.com

Introducing Thermiva,™ the newest
non-invasive treatment for

Feminine Rejuvenation
Using a controlled RF hand piece (smaller than
your finger) Thermiva™ can achieve truly
remarkable results and the best part is that you
will see the difference IMMEDIATELY!!

Aesthetic Treatment Centers
in the Advance Medical Building

Located at 720 Goodlette-Frank Rd. Suite 300
Naples, FL 34102

Call one of our Thermiva™
specialists today!
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Vulvovaginitis (dryness of the

labia & vagina).

Medical Director Dr. Leach


