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This should be an unacceptable practice in a state not only blessed with this abundance, but 
burdened with the responsibility of protecting and preserving this for the generations that will 
follow. 

 

These editorial columns are pointed directly at stopping this practice, and if not, to increase 
safety regulations and oversight to ensure we have lived up to our stewardship of 
responsibility. 

 

RESULTS: The citizens applied pressure to state politicians, forcing public hearings and 
introduction and passage of new Nebraska State regulatory requirements (LB1082) which 
dramatically improves process, better aligns agency responsibilities and improves safety. The 
bill passed 48-0-1. 
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MY VIEW

I may not be the brightest bulb in the chandelier, 
but over the years I have learned not to stick my 
finger in the light socket. I also learned that it may 

be a bad idea to inject 420,000 
gallons per day of toxic fracking 
wastewater directly through and 
below the Ogallala Aquifer, but as 
I said, what do I know?

Well, I know that almost daily 
we read of California’s poisoned 
aquifers because of these waste-
water injection wells. I know 
that studies are pouring in about 
Oklahoma’s drastic increase in 
earthquakes being tied to these 
injection wells. I have read Pro-
Publica’s review of more than 
220,000 injection well inspections 
that found one well integrity viola-
tion issued for every six wells, and more than 17,000 
violations were issued nationally.

And now, this Tuesday in Sidney, the Nebraska Oil 
and Gas Conservation Commission will have a hear-
ing in regards to Terex Energy Corporation’s permit 
application to inject 420,000 gallons of this stuff a 
day into Nebraska, the Good Life.

Why would other states want to haul this waste-
water to Nebraska? Why not? They certainly don’t 
want it. Why here? Because I believe Nebraska is 
far behind from a regulatory and safety perspective 
making it easier for states to ship it here rather than 
jump through all the hoops in their own state.

What do I mean by that? Well, the most important 
reason is Nebraska does not have any laws that force 
full disclosure of what’s in this wastewater. That’s 
unbelievable. We are supposed to take the oil com-
panies’ word for it that it is just salty water, with a 
bunch of other chemicals they can’t tell us about be-
cause it is proprietary information!

Oil companies, are you joking? Don’t pull that 
“proprietary” jargon on us saying that information 
is a company secret needed to keep a competitive 
advantage. Every single person in this state deserves 
to know exactly what’s in this stuff, what the dangers 
are, and what the risks are both short term and long 
term.

I am also very uncomfortable with the Oil and Gas 
Commission having the final say in this permitting 
process. After all, the commission’s mission state-
ment is in part, “to foster, encourage and promote 
the development, production and utilization of nat-
ural resources of oil and gas in the state ... in order 
that the greatest ultimate recovery of oil and gas may 
be obtained within the state while protecting the en-
vironment.”

Doesn’t Nebraska’s Department of Environmental 
Quality have to sign off on this? Do the local Natural 
Resource Districts, who are in charge of our ground-
water, have a say in this? What about the counties 
where wastewater injection wells would be located, 
do they have any input? Sioux and Scotts Bluff coun-
ty commissions have already voiced their concerns, 
but to no avail.

And then we have Terex Energy Corporation itself. 
The vice president for Terex, Marty Gottlob, said, 
“The reason we want to use this well bore for an in-
jection is because it’s there. It’s an asset that already 
exists.” It would cost the company about $1.5 million 
to drill a new well, Gottlob added.

The fact that “it’s there” doesn’t mean it’s safe, 
doesn’t mean the people want it, and definitely 
doesn’t mean there is no risk. The fact is there is lit-
tle benefit to Nebraska. The fact is other states ben-
efited from the fracking with added jobs, and they 
don’t want to deal with their own waste. Let Nebras-
ka deal with that stuff seems to be their answer.

Well, here’s some breaking news: Nebraska is not 
the nation’s city dump! 

It’s time for the Nebraska State Legislature to put 
on their big-boy pants, stand up to big-oil, and put an 
immediate moratorium on fracking wastewater injec-
tion wells in Nebraska until we catch up as a state with 
this Midwestern energy boom. Haven’t we learned our 
lesson after the Keystone XL fiasco? (The state legis-
lature had no major oil pipeline siting regulations in 
place and slammed an unconstitutional bill through in 
a special session, and now find themselves facing their 
second trip to the Nebraska Supreme Court.)

Listen, folks, the Ogallala Aquifer, our legacy and 
future all rolled into one, has been there for eons. I 
think it can wait a few more years while we do every-
thing in our power to make sure we leave it for our 
children and grandchildren as pure as our grandpar-
ents left it to us.

We can afford no mistakes, no “I’m sorrys,” no 
corporate CEO saying they regret the accident even 
though safety is their No. 1 concern. We have seen 
and heard all that before.

State senators, are you listening? Do you see the 
warning lights flashing? Do you care? Are you going 
to continue to jump at every shiny lure dangled in 
front of you if it’s tied to one job or one dollar? The 
Nebraska people hope not. The Nebraska people need 
you to get engaged and put the brakes on this crazy 
proposal. Now is the time to do the hard work, not 10, 
not 20, not 50 years from now when it will be too late.

Star-Herald readers, if you can give me one good 
reason this wastewater injection well is a good deal 
for Nebraska, let me know. I am still looking.

READER POLL

Saturday’s results:
Should Nebraska change its 
method of capital punishment 
to a firing squad?

Yes  43 Votes  
 [64%]
No  24 Votes  
 [36%]

Today’s question:
Do you think artificial sweeten-
ers are safe?

To vote on today’s reader 
poll or view past results, 
go to www.starherald.com

Bob Dylan and the musical ties that bind

Federal overreach

After decades of listen-
ing to his critics, Bob 
Dylan has learned to 

shrug, look to the 
heavens and keep 
on going.

“Critics have 
always been on 
my tail since day 
one,” he said at 
the gala salut-
ing him as the 
2015 MusiCares 
Person of the 
Year. “Some of 
the music critics 
say I can’t sing. I 
croak. Sound like 
a frog. ... Why 
me, Lord?”

Critics insist 
that the problem is that 
he keeps “confounding 
expectations,” he said. “I 
don’t even know what that 
means. ... Why me, Lord? 
My work confounds them, 
obviously, but I really don’t 
know how I do it.”

Maybe it’s time, he said, 
for another gospel album, 
perhaps with the legendary 
Blackwood Brothers, in-
cluding the hymn “Stand By 
Me.” Dylan quoted the lyrics, 
ending with: “In the midst 
of faults and failures, stand 
by me. In the midst of faults 
and failures, stand by me. 
When I do the best I can, and 
my friends don’t understand, 
Thou who knowest all about 
me, stand by me.”

For decades, armies of 
experts have pondered 

the contents of Dylan’s 
mind. Secular critics and 
religious scribes of various 

stripes can quote 
chapter and verse 
while debating 
whether the al-
leged voice of his 
generation, now 
73 years old, is 
a true believer 
in their various 
causes.

Now, in two 
revelatory blasts 
— his MusiCares 
speech and a 
lengthy interview 
with AARP The 
Magazine — 
Dylan has gone 

out of his way to stress that 
there is no great mystery. 
The bottom line: He is an 
American songwriter and 
artist, one with roots deep 
in America’s spiritual and 
musical soil.

“Dylan has made it ab-
solutely clear that he is a 
serious student of country, 
folk, blues, rock, gospel 
and every other kind of 
American music. That’s 
just a fact,” said movie di-
rector Scott Derrickson, a 
lifelong Dylan fanatic who 
wrote the foreword for the 
book, “Restless Pilgrim: 
The Spiritual Journey of 
Bob Dylan.”

“It’s clear that he is fluent 
in the language and sym-
bolism of the Bible, both 
Old and New Testaments. 

... It’s hard to dip your toe 
into his music without sens-
ing the deep respect he has 
for the role that faith has 
played in the music of our 
culture. There has always 
been a sense of transcen-
dence in his songs.”

The AARP interview 
focused on Dylan’s new 
“Shadows in the Night,” a 
set of 10 classic songs often 
connected with Frank Sina-
tra. Still, the discussion 
kept returning to matters of 
faith and music.

n Asked if these songs 
will strike young listeners 
as “corny,” Dylan launched 
into a discourse on virtue. 
“People’s lives today are 
filled on so many levels 
with vice and the trappings 
of it,” he said. “Ambition, 
greed and selfishness all 
have to do with vice. Soon-
er or later, you have to see 
through it or you don’t sur-
vive. We don’t see the peo-
ple that vice destroys. We 
just see the glamour of it on 
a daily basis, everywhere 
we look, from billboard 
signs to movies, to newspa-
pers, to magazines. We see 
the destruction of human 
life and the mockery of it, 
everywhere we look.”

n Discussing key early 
influences, Dylan called 
the Rev. Billy Graham a 
“hellfire rock ‘n’ roller,” 
adding, “I went to two or 
three of his rallies in the 
‘50s or ‘60s. This guy was 

like rock ‘n’ roll personified 
— volatile, explosive. He 
had the hair, the tone, the 
elocution. When he spoke, 
he brought the storm down. 
Clouds parted. Souls got 
saved, sometimes 30- or 
40,000 of them. If you ever 
went to a Billy Graham 
rally back then, you were 
changed forever. ... I saw 
Billy Graham in the flesh 
and heard him loud and 
clear.”

n On economic justice, 
Dylan said the rich should 
strive to help others, “be-
cause there are a lot of 
things that are wrong in 
America and especially in 
the inner cities that they 
could solve. Those are dan-
gerous grounds and they 
don’t have to be. There 
are good people there, but 
they’ve been oppressed 
by lack of work. ... These 
multibillionaires, and there 
seem to be more of them 
every day, can create indus-
tries right here in the inner 
cities of America. But no 
one can tell them what to 
do. God’s got to lead them.”

n What if he lived his life 
over? “I’d be a schoolteach-
er,” he said. “Probably Ro-
man history or theology.”

Terry Mattingly is the direc-
tor of the Washington Jour-
nalism Center at the Council 
for Christian Colleges and 
Universities and leads the 
GetReligion.org project to 
study religion and the news.

The federal government 
has an important role 
to play in protecting 

its citizens. The 
laws passed and 
the regulations 
imposed are sup-
posed to prevent 
harm when bad 
actors take advan-
tage of our open 
society. But these 
regulations should 
be both justified 
and rare. Unfor-
tunately, this has 
been the excep-
tion, not the rule.

Under this administra-
tion, we are witnessing an 
onslaught of federal regu-
lations that are impacting 
Nebraska’s industries and 
our way of life — from our 
state’s water resources to 
the livestock industry it 
seems to be open season 
for the federal government. 
That’s why this week, I’d 
like to discuss a few of these 
burdensome rules and my 
efforts to replace them with 
balanced policies that will 
foster growth.

Last spring, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
and Army Corps of Engi-
neers proposed changing 
the definition of “waters of 
the United States” (WO-
TUS) for all Clean Water 

Act programs. By making 
this definition broader, 
Washington’s regulatory 

reach would ex-
tend indefinitely, 
claiming jurisdic-
tion over almost 
all water, from 
farm ditches to 
residential ponds. 
I believe WOTUS 
is a direct attack 
on the people of 
Nebraska, and our 
citizens should 
have the opportu-
nity to voice their 
concerns about 

this damaging rule.
I decided that the best 

way to involve our citizens 
in the debate was to bring 
the U.S. Senate home to Ne-
braska. Over last weekend, 
I chaired a field hearing of 
the Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee in 
Lincoln. We heard from a 
diverse group of stakehold-
ers, including representa-
tives from the agriculture 
community, homebuilders, 
natural resource districts, 
and state and local govern-
ments. They shared valuable 
feedback, which will now 
be on record for the Obama 
administration to review as 
it continues its rule-making 
process.

But the attack on our wa-

ter resources was only the 
beginning. Just last month, 
a federal committee respon-
sible for helping develop 
national nutrition policy 
released a new report that 
could affect our state’s farm-
ers and ranchers. As part of 
their guidelines, the commit-
tee insisted that Americans 
should eat less red meat and 
consume more fruits and 
vegetables. This may seem 
mundane, but the report is 
the foundation for our na-
tional food policy, including 
guidelines for school lunch 
programs nationwide. Given 
the far reaching economic 
impact of this proposed 
change, I was alarmed to 
see that the committee’s rec-
ommendations were based 
on environmental concerns, 
not on science. That’s why 
last week I sent a letter to 
HHS and USDA with 29 of 
my colleagues objecting to 
the report. The committee’s 
recommendations are mis-
guided and, if enacted, could 
have a devastating impact 
on Nebraska’s number one 
industry — agriculture. Any 
changes to our nation’s food 
policies must be based on 
sound science and outside 
experts. Our agricultural 
producers, and the millions 
of Americans they feed, 
could be harmed for gener-

ations by inaccurate and un-
founded reports like this.

This leads me to yet an-
other example of the federal 
government’s overreach. 
Recently, the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives  put forth a new 
proposal that would place 
unnecessary limits on rifle 
ammunition used by hunt-
ers and sports enthusiasts. 
Gun owners in Nebraska 
and across the nation have 
a fundamental right to bear 
arms that is protected by 
the Second Amendment. 
Furthermore, the right to 
use this class of rifle ammu-
nition is protected by the 
Law Enforcement Officers 
Protection Act of 1986. 
Upon receiving the letter I 
sent with my colleagues last 
week condemning this over-
reach, the ATF announced 
that it is scrapping the ban. 
I’m relieved that the bureau 
reversed its course and did 
the right thing for American 
hunters and sportsmen.

As your Senator, I will 
continue to press this ad-
ministration to adhere to the 
principles of good regulation 
— independence, openness, 
efficiency, and responsibility. 
I will also work to ensure 
that the Nebraska perspec-
tive is heard and helps guide 
the debate in Washington.

Our View
The editorials labeled “Our View” are written by and reflect the 
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MY VIEW

Quite a bit has been written about the Terex Energy 
Corporation’s application to the Nebraska Oil and 
Gas Conservation Commission to inject 420,000 

gallons a day of industrial fracking 
wastewater from Colorado and Wy-
oming into an old oil well in Sioux 
County Nebraska.

And yes, I am going to pile on and 
write even more.

On Tuesday, March 24, the Oil 
and Gas Commission had scheduled 
a public hearing so both sides (the 
pro and anti wastewater injection 
folks) could present their positions. 
Sounds like sensible due diligence 
so far, right? I thought so, too, until 
we found out that the public hearing 
is not really open to the “public” to 
make comment. Seems the Oil and 
Gas Commission wanted to limit testimony to folks just a 
half-mile from the well’s injection point.

This rather deceptive move spread across the state of 
Nebraska like a prairie fire, and the smoke was blowing 
the public outcry directly toward Sidney, Nebraska, home 
of the Oil and Gas Commission. The commissioners 
knew where there was smoke there could be fire, so they 
took another look at the potential flame and dowsed it 
by opening up the hearing for public comment for a full 
three hours.

The commissioners knew crowds would show up, and 
show up they did, some even by the busload. As the 10 
a.m. meeting time neared, the crowd members waiting to 
enter were told the commission had only 25 chairs set up 
inside, and that the building could accommodate only 60 
people at a time.

An angry group of citizens was now outside in the 
chilly wind, many who had traveled hundreds of miles to 
either listen to, or be part of the live testimony. They were 
told by the deputy director of the commission that as one 
person testified and left the building, he would let anoth-
er person in, meaning those on the outside wouldn’t be 
able to “hear” anything said at the “hearing!”

Let me interrupt this story for a moment just to remind 
you that these same commissioners who can’t even an-
ticipate and plan for a proper public hearing are the same 
commissioners who are going to anticipate and plan for 
the possible injection of toxic industrial fracking wastewa-
ter directly through Nebraska’s aquifer, where they hope 
it will stay forever, even though nobody in the room could 
give absolute guarantees this is entirely safe.

Back to the story. Inside this large former J.C. Penney 
building where the Oil and Gas Commission is housed, 
50 people took to the microphone and gave their testi-
mony — 47 against the wastewater injection, only three 
in favor. I’ll do the math for you, 94 percent against this 
insane idea. And since this is an opinion piece, I can say 
this publisher believes 94 percent of those who testified 
were correct!

The testimony was passionate; several speakers had to 
stop and swallow that lump we get in our throats when we 
near the edge. They spoke of Nebraska with enormous 
pride, of our heritage, our land, our livestock, but most-
ly they spoke almost in reverence of our groundwater, 
knowing without this great abundance God blessed us 
with here on the plains, life would be very difficult, if not 
impossible. I would be lying if I said I was not moved by 
this powerful and passionate group of Nebraskans.

As the clock ticked off nearly two-and-a-half hours it 
was coming to a close. To the commissioners’ credit, 
every single person who wanted to testify was given the 
opportunity, and everyone was asked numerous times if 
anyone had any further comments.

After a brief lunch break, the “interested parties” 
portion of the public hearing began. First the folks rep-
resenting Terex Energy made their case, and they made 
a good one at that. They stumbled a bit on some of the 
safety precautions and the actual number of wastewater 
trucks that would actually be crossing Nebraska roads. 
And they failed miserably when asked by one of the com-
missioners, “What is in this water?” They either couldn’t 
or wouldn’t answer that question with any certainty, and 
to me, that was the $64,000 question; what’s in this stuff?

It was now the affected-landowners-within-a-half-mile’s 
turn. They made comments similar to the 50 others who 
had testified earlier. Then, their attorney made reference 
to a comment made in the morning session, and that’s 
when the lightning bolt hit. Comments made in the morn-
ing session would not be allowed into the public record, 
said the Oil and Gas chairman!

Whoa, are you kidding me! Earlier that day Sen. Ken 
Haar testified; he had also entered into testimony a letter 
from Sen. John Stinner, both calling for a moratorium on 
wastewater injection wells. So Sen. Haar’s and Stinner’s 
and the other 49 people who testified were not to be in-
cluded in the official record!

The arrogance of this commission filled the room. 
What few people remained exchanged glances as if to 
say, did we hear that correctly! He repeated himself, say-
ing nothing from the morning’s session would be includ-
ed in the official record of the hearing!

This is democracy? This is justice? This is outrageous! 
Clearly, this Oil and Gas Commission tried to avoid the 

public testimony from the start, by first saying it would not 
be allowed, then failing to move the meeting to a facility 
that would accommodate the public, and then ruling the 
public testimony was not officially in the hearing’s record.

These commissioners are oil and gas men trying to 
take care of oil and gas men, and we, the public, are sup-
posed to trust this commission to allow the injection of 
millions and millions of gallons of toxic wastewater deep 
under our fertile soil and under our groundwater. There 
is no Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality 
input, no input from the local Natural Resource Districts, 
and apparently no “official record” of the public com-
ments. It’s just the oil and gas commissioners saying they 
think it is safe enough.

Well, 94 percent of those who testified, and just a guess 
that most likely a similar percentage of Nebraskans as a 
whole, say this is a bad idea. Let’s put on the brakes here. 
We don’t get a do-over. A mistake or accident would last 
forever.

Sen. John Stinner, you have this right and the folks in 
western Nebraska are counting on you to get this permit-
ting process on hold, to ensure we have adequate regu-
lations and safety precautions in place, and to get some 
oversight on the Oil and Gas Commission, if what ap-
peared from last Tuesday’s public-but-not-so-public hear-
ing is how they have been doing the people’s business.

The arrogance of government makes me uncomfort-
able at times. How about you?

Publisher Greg Awtry can be reached at Greg.Aw-
try@starherald.com.

Holy Week 2015 and the high-tech ties that bind

It would be hard to live 
closer to the belly of the 
high-tech beast than 

Menlo Park in 
Northern Cali-
fornia’s Silicon 
Valley.

Close to Stan-
ford University? 
Check. A high-
way exchange 
or two from the 
Apple mother-
ship? Check. 
Not that far from 
the Googleplex? 
Check.

It’s the kind of 
home base from 
which an Opus 
Dei (“Work of 
God”) priest can lecture, 
as Father C. John McClo-
skey recently quipped, to 
“300 actual and would-be 
Techies and Masters of the 
Universe.”

It’s also an interesting 
place to hear lots of confes-
sions, as Catholics near the 
end of Lent and prepare for 
Holy Week and then Eas-
ter — April 5 this year, for 
Western churches. Eastern 
Orthodox churches use 
the older Julian calendar 
and will celebrate Pascha 
(Easter) on April 12.

“One thing we stress 
during Lent is a sense 
of detachment from the 
things of this world,” said 
McCloskey, an apologist 
and evangelist in Wash-
ington, D.C., and Chicago 
before this West Coast 
move. “We even do this 

with good things, if they’ve 
become temptations. It can 
be a kind of food or it can 

be alcohol. It can 
be other good 
things, like run-
ning and being 
obsessed with 
your health. ...

“But if you 
can’t be happy 
living without 
something, then 
that tells you 
something. It 
tells you that this 
thing is using 
you, rather than 
you using it.”

But what if 
this good thing 

is woven into most of the 
details of daily life? In this 
case, McCloskey is talking 
about his trusty Apple lap-
top and iPhone. After all, 
there is a smartphone app 
he often uses to pray the 
Liturgy of the Hours, and 
his computer is crucial to 
his writing and long-dis-
tance teaching. And how 
big is that Twitter account 
— @Pontifex — used by 
Pope Francis? The English 
tweets alone currently 
reach 5,747,028.

Yet when hearing con-
fessions, the priest said he 
is becoming increasingly 
aware of how — for many 
people — these doors into 
cyberspace also serve 
as links to pornography, 
violent video games that 
are truly addictive, social 
media sites that provide 

more gossip than useful 
information and wave after 
wave of emails that seem 
to bury exhausted users in 
busywork.

Perhaps this is why, 
in this year’s OpenBible 
info study of what Twitter 
users planned to give up 
for Lent, the Top 30 items 
included Twitter itself at 
No. 3, as well as “social 
networking,” “Facebook,” 
“Netflix” and “Instagram.” 
Apparently no one thought 
it was possible to give up 
email.

Church leaders must 
wrestle with these tech-
nological ties that bind, or 
they are not being honest 
about the real lives of 
real people, stressed Mc-
Closkey. Thus, in a “The 
Catholic Thing” blog post 
and in an interview, he 
offered suggestions to help 
believers evaluate their 
high-tech lives. Priests 
may want to ponder these 
issues in sermons, he said.

n First, there are issues 
of time, he said. “On aver-
age, how much time do you 
spend online and watching 
television?” How much 
money is linked to the use 
of technology?

n How much time daily 
do people spend with fami-
ly members? “Is it more or 
less,” he asked, “than the 
time you spend online?”

n Do believers spend 
more time consuming 
entertainment in a typical 
day — or even on Sundays 

— than in Mass, Bible 
readings or prayers? What 
is the ratio?

n How do these online 
activities compare with 
the time and money spent 
helping the poor?

n Could your family 
exist with one television, 
which would require fam-
ily members to discuss 
what programs they will 
share and when?

n Can people even imag-
ine going on a completely 
silent spiritual retreat, 
with no computers and no 
smartphones?

McCloskey said that 
when he meets with stu-
dents who are serious 
Catholics, most have 
never even contemplated 
whether their omnipresent 
high-tech tools are shaping 
their souls.

“Let me stress that many 
of the things we do online 
are very good and that tech-
nology is a good gift, when 
used in the right way,” he 
said. “But we only have so 
much time in this life. At 
the very least, we have to 
ask whether — with all of 
this technology — we have 
much time left for a deep-
er life, a life that includes 
room for contemplation.”

Terry Mat t ingly is the 
director of the Washington 
Journalism Center at the 
Council for Christian Col-
leges and Universities and 
leads the GetReligion.org 
project to study religion and 
the news.
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The arrogance of government 
makes me uncomfortable 
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READER POLL

Saturday’s results:
Do you think Ernie Chambers should resign?
Yes   63 Votes  [77%]
No    14 Votes  [17%]
Undecided  5 Votes [6%]

Today’s question:
Do you plan to take part in any  
Easter celebrations?

To vote on today’s reader poll or view past results,  go to www.starherald.com

OTHER VIEWS

Distracted driving 
an increasingly 
deadly threat

Winter has given way to 
unseasonably warm weath-
er and with the change 
comes an increase in city 
traffic and outdoor activity. 
With more pedestrians on 
the streets, kids playing 
in the yard and people rid-
ing bicycles, skateboards 
and motorcycles; law en-
forcement and emergency 
responders have been busy 
responding to accidents.

Although traffic fatalities 
have been on the decline in 
recent years due to vastly 
improved safety features on 
today’s vehicles and safer 
roadways, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration reports that 
90 people on average lose 

their lives each day — and 
more than 250 are injured 
every hour — due to drunk 
driving, not wearing a seat-
belt, distracted driving and 
other factors.

The phenomenon of 
drivers using technological 
devices — cellphones, on-
board navigation systems, 
computers and head-up dis-
plays — has placed drivers, 
pedestrians and bicyclists 
in great jeopardy while pos-
ing special challenges for 
law enforcement.

By far the greatest cause 
for the rise in distracted 
driving accidents is texting. 
Text messaging while driv-
ing is banned in 44 states 
including Nebraska.

Nebraska law prohib-
its drivers from “using a 
hand-held wireless com-
munication device to read 

a written communication, 
manually type a written 
communication, or send a 
written communication.”

Though drivers of all 
ages thwart the texting law, 
teens comprise the highest 
risk category of accident 
proneness.

Learner’s permit and in-
termediate license holders 
younger than 18 are prohib-
ited from using a cellphone 
while driving in Nebraska.

According to AT&T’s 
Teen Driver Survey, teens 
who text while driving 
spend 10 percent of the 
time outside their lane; 
97 percent of teens agree 
that texting while driving 
is dangerous and yet 43 
percent do it anyway. The 
survey also notes that nine 
in 10 teens expect a reply 
to a text or email within 

five minutes or less, which 
puts pressure on them to 
respond while driving.

Responding to a text 
message alert has become 
a hard-wired part of human 
behavior in today’s world. 
That’s a hard habit to 
break.

Spring has arrived. We 
urge our readers to be 
alert. Watch for the unex-
pected child running into 
the street, pedestrians at 
crossings, or bicyclists 
sharing the road. Be aware 
that distracted driving can 
compound the chances for 
tragedy.

April is Distracted Driv-
ing Awareness Month. 
Take the pledge to drive 
cell-free.

The Grand Island  
Independent

March 20

SH 3-29 A3   3 3/28/2015   9:50:15 PM



4A  Sunday, april 26, 2015 Opinion Star-Herald

MY VIEW

The truth whispers; enough whispers can make a roar!
Western Nebraska, the 

day your voices went 
silent was Wednesday, 

April 22, 2015. The Nebraska 
Oil and Gas Conservation Com-
mission voted 2-0 to allow 1.5 
million gal-
lons of mostly 
Colorado and 
Wyoming 
fracking 
wastewater 
per week to 
be injected 
under Sioux 
County’s soil 
and beneath 
the aquifer 
where they 
hope it will 
stay for eternity.

The Oil and Gas Director Bill 
Sydow and Commissioners Tom 
Oliver and John Rundel’s arro-
gance was deafening, drowning 
out reasonable voices of those in 
attendance as well as those who 
shouted from afar, pleading with 
the two commissioners to deny 
or delay this permit.

Forget about dangers that are 
coming to light every day about 
this insane practice. Forget 
about the increased number of 
earthquakes now scientifically 
tied to wastewater injection 
wells, the tank explosions in 
nearby Greeley, Colorado, last 
week and California’s tainted 
aquifers rendered unusable for-
ever.

Forget about the fact the oil 
and gas industry refusing to 
tell us exactly what is in this 
toxic wastewater, hiding behind 
claims of proprietary informa-
tion they say must be kept secret 
to give them a competitive edge. 
Forget about road damage, sur-
face spills and Nebraska’s inade-
quate regulations to protect land, 
water and health from this dan-
gerous practice. Forget about all 
this. We can talk about that later.

But today, think about your 
voice which has been defiantly 
disregarded. Then add it to the 
other voices that were ignored 
by the NOGCC: Speaker of 
Nebraska’s Legislature Galen 

Hadley who wrote to the Oil and 
Gas Director asking them to deny 
or delay this wastewater permit. 
Add your unheard voice to the six 
state senators, including Scotts-
bluff’s Sen. John Stinner who 
signed that same letter asking for 
a delay so the state could conduct 
additional studies.

The Oil and Gas commission-
ers couldn’t hear the Scottsbluff 
city council when they shouted 
they don’t want this wastewater 
disposal well. They couldn’t hear 
the Scotts Bluff and Sioux County 
commissioners when they passed 
resolutions saying the same.

The Oil and Gas commissioners 
also couldn’t hear the 94 percent 
of the people who spoke at the 
public comment period and who 
were opposed to the permit.

Unlike the city councils, the 
county commissioners and the 
state senators, these two NOG-
CC commissioners, Tom Oliver 

and John Rundel, are not elected 
nor are they accountable to the 
voters. They completely ignored 
“we the people” and those we 
elected to represent us, and were 
basically telling the rest of the 
1.8 million Nebraskans that they 
think injecting toxic fracking 
wastewater into our state is good 
for Nebraska, and they don’t care 
what we think. Is there a stronger 
word than arrogant that we need 
to insert here?

Speaking of voices and elected 
representatives, one might ask 
where’s Sen. Ken Schilz, who 
represents Sioux County? He was 
noticeably missing from the list 
of senators who wrote NOGCC 
asking for a delay. When the 
Star-Herald contacted Schilz 
about this fracking wastewater 
injection well permit application, 
he said he was “in an interesting 
position” because he also chairs 
the Natural Resource Committee. 

(How’s that for clearly sitting on 
the fence.)

Schilz went on to say, “I want to 
be careful how we do this.” Well, 
duh … we don’t need a senator 
telling us that. That’s what we 
have been telling the senators, 
pleading with them to stop this 
permit so we can be “careful” as 
Schilz says.

Then Schilz tells the Star-Her-
ald that the Sioux County Com-
missioners have the power to con-
trol zoning. “People are in favor of 
local control over state control,” 
he said.

I would tell Sen. Schilz, “Ex-
actly! That’s the point! The local 
county doesn’t want this, a good 
number of the county residents 
don’t want this. The neighboring 
cities and counties don’t want 
this. Now, that’s about as ‘local’ 
as it gets, yet we have two Oil and 
Gas Commissioners in Sidney 
telling us this is good for us, and 

if we don’t like their decision, too 
bad!” 

Sen. Schilz, are you listening?
Folks, I hope you can see the 

obvious. This process, allowing 
two unelected Oil and Gas Com-
missioners to allow the injection 
of millions of gallons of toxic 
wastewater in a county they don’t 
even live in, is wrong — flat-out 
wrong. It needs to be addressed 
by Gov. Pete Ricketts and the Leg-
islature before one single drop of 
wastewater is injected with 1,500 
pounds of pressure deep beneath 
our feet.

I call on the governor and the 
Legislature, if they have any re-
maining belief in democracy, to 
listen to the citizens in western 
Nebraska and take action to in-
tervene and put a moratorium on 
fracking wastewater disposal in 
the state until we catch up with 
the industry from a regulatory 
perspective.

Since government (Oil and 
Gas Commission) has already 
shown they pay little attention to 
our voice, we may need to make a 
little more noise. I need your help 
by the thousands.

If you think injecting this toxic 
wastewater from Colorado and 
Wyoming into Nebraska is a good 
thing, then go about your business 
because the Oil and Gas Commis-
sion just granted your wish.

If you think this is bad for Ne-
braska because we sit atop the 
nation’s largest freshwater aquifer 
in the country, then you must let 
our governor, the speaker and 
your state senator know we will 
not have our voices squelched 
by a couple of nonresponsive 
and unaccountable Oil and Gas 
Commissioners. This is not a right 
or left issue. This is an issue of 
what is good for Nebraska today, 
and good for the Nebraska we all 
intend to leave to our children and 
grandchildren.

I think we need to make some 
noise. What about you? Will you 
contact your state senator and 
our governor? We must get their 
attention.

Email the writer: greg.awtry@
starherald.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Blessing to have 
seen Passion Play

To the Editor:
I remember going to the 

Passion Play when I was 
young. My mother would 
fry chicken and make 
potato salad along with 
other goodies to take to eat 
“picnic style,” so we could 
get a good spot on the hill-
side to eat our lunch rather 
than eating at home and 
getting there later.

My mother was Nettie 
Elna Parrish Johnson and 
my dad Ernest Walter 
Johnson. I cherish those 
memories of the Passion 
Play. The Star-Herald 
article said “there aren’t 
many people still alive who 
witnessed it,” well I am one 
of the “not many” still alive 
at 94 years old, 95 next 
month. It was a blessing to 
have seen it.

Betty Jean 
(Johnson) Segrist

Scottsbluff

Letter to the 
Editor doesn’t 
follow policy

To the Editor:
When a news organi-

zation publishes the kind 
of letter that appeared in 
Tuesday’s edition of the 
Star-Herald “Obama ad-
ministration anything but 
transparent,” they have 
crossed the line from deliv-
ering responsible informa-
tion to the public and have 
sunk to the level of the 
trash filled tabloids 

The Star-Herald’s Let-
ters to the Editor policy 
clearly states the material 

submitted may be edited 
for “accuracy.” On some 
level that should be an ob-
ligation.

Providing a forum to 
those who are suffering 
from “Obama Derange-
ment Syndrome” to broad-
cast verifiably inaccurate 
and untrue material serves 
no legitimate purpose.

If it is a simple matter of 
needing extra material to 
fill the editorial page, in 
the future, I would suggest 
the Star-Herald just use a 
larger font on higher quali-
ty material.

Ramona 
Carroll-Kufalk

Alliance 

We don’t need the 
mess of fracking 
wastewater here

To the Editor:
I strongly urge an ap-

peal of the decision of the 
Nebraska Oil and Gas Con-
servation Commission to 
allow a fracking wastewa-
ter dump site in southern 
Sioux County.

As a refugee of western 
North Dakota, I don’t want 
anything to do with frack-
ing in the area. I’ve seen a 
quality area overrun with 
the oil rush. Not only is 
the wastewater a threat to 
ground water, but fracking 
is a threat to the quality of 
life above ground. From 
incessant truck traffic, 
to oilfield paraphernalia 
strewn over the landscape, 
to urban sprawl, we don’t 
need that mess down here.

Randy Kane
Crawford

READER POLL

Saturday’s results:
Should the House of Repre-
sentatives pass legislation to 
simplify the tax code and pro-
vide relief to taxpayers?

Yes  42 Votes  [96%]
No  5 Votes  [4%]

Today’s question:
Should companies have to dis-
close what is in the water used 
for fracking?

To vote on today’s reader 
poll or view past results, 
go to www.starherald.com

Father Patrick Henry Rear-
don’s note to his f lock at 
Chicago’s All Saints Ortho-

dox Church was short and simple 
— yet a sign of how complicated 
life is becoming for 
traditional religious be-
lievers.

“Because the State 
of Illinois, through its 
legislature and gover-
nor’s office, has now 
re-defined marriage, 
marriage licenses issued 
by agencies of the State 
of Illinois will no longer 
be required (or signed) 
for weddings here at 
All Saints in Chicago,” 
he wrote in the parish 
newsletter.

The key words were “or 
signed.” The veteran priest was 
convinced that he faced a colli-
sion between an ancient sacra-
ment and new political realities 
that define a civil contract. His 
goal, he said, was not to “put my 
people in a tough spot,” but to 
stress that believers now face 
complications when they get mar-
ried נperiod.

The question priests must ask, 
when signing marriage licenses, 
is “whether or not you’re acting 
on behalf of the state when you 
perform that rite. It ’s clear as hell 
to me that this is what a priest is 
doing,” said Reardon, reached by 
telephone.

“Lay people don’t face the sac-
ramental question like a priest. 
They are trying to obtain the 
same civil contract and benefits 
as anyone else and they have to 
get that from the state. It ’s two 
different moral questions.”

This is a timely question, as 
the U.S. Supreme Court nears 
a crossroads on same-sex mar-
riage. The issue of whether cler-
gy should clip this tie to the state 

is one that is causing tensions 
— not just between doctrinal 
liberals and conservatives, but 
also between those with differing 
views of the theology of marriage 

and approaches to cur-
rent political realities.

In a recent LifeWay 
Research survey, 6 in 
10 Americans disagreed 
with the statement that 
“marriage should be 
defined and regulated 
by the state” and 49 
percent agreed that 
“religious weddings 
should not be connected 
to the state’s defini-
tion and recognition of 
marriage.” However, 
71 percent of pastors 

disagreed with the statement, 
“Clergy should no longer be in-
volved in the state’s licensing of 
marriage.”

At the conservative journal 
First Things, 444 clergy and lay 
leaders had, as of earlier this 
week, signed “The Marriage 
Pledge,” promising: “We will no 
longer sign government-provided 
marriage certificates. We will ask 
couples to seek civil marriage 
separately from their church-re-
lated vows and blessings.”

These debates are about 
“strategy and timing, not ... faith-
fulness,” stressed evangelical 
activist John Stonestreet, writing 
at BreakPoint.org. Clergy will 
know it ’s time to exit the “civil 
marriage business” when they 
are forced out.

“Stay in the game! ... Refuse to 
render to Caesar authority that 
does not belong to him,” Ston-
estreet argued. “Get censured! 
Get sued! Be nice and kind, but 
firm; keep the witness as long as 
you can.”

The Rev. Russell Moore, pres-
ident of the Ethics and Religious 

Liberty Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
recently wrote that any church 
that embraces the sexual revo-
lution is “no longer a church of 
Jesus Christ.” Yet a pastor who 
signs a marriage license is “not 
affirming the state’s definition of 
marriage,” he argued, but bear-
ing witness to “the state’s role in 
recognizing marriage as some-
thing that stands before and is 
foundational to society.”

This topic is sure to be dis-
cussed as clergy and activists 
gather in Washington, D.C. for 
the April 25 March for Marriage. 
Reardon noted that his church’s 
national leader, while not directly 
addressing the marriage-license 
issue, sent a pastoral letter to his 
bishops, clergy and laypeople 
noting that marriage debates can-
not be avoided.

The upcoming Supreme Court 
decision could “mark a powerful 
affirmation of marriage between 
one man and one woman ... or 
it can initiate a direction which 
the Holy Orthodox Church can 
never embrace,” stated Metro-
politan Joseph of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 
of North America. “Throughout 
the history of our faith our Holy 
Fathers have led the Orthodox la-
ity” to unite to “preserve the faith 
against heresy from within, and 
against major threats from societ-
ies from without.”

At his altar, said Reardon, this 
means, “I cannot represent the 
State of Illinois anymore. ... I’m 
not making a political statement. 
I’m making a theological state-
ment.”

Terry Mattingly is the director of 
the Washington Journalism Center 
at the Council for Christian Colleges 
and Universities and leads the Get-
Religion.org project to study religion 
and the news.

Sacraments vs. state marriage licenses

terry 
MAttinGly
Syndicated 
Columnist
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MY VIEW

Bring your toxic waste to Nebraska … not!
Chances are if you are in Ne-

braska and you are sitting 
down reading this column, 

you are less than a football field 
away from 
one of the 
United States’ 
most incred-
ible natural 
wonders. Now 
stand up and 
look out your 
window, see 
it? It’s right 
there, take 
another look.

Still can’t 
see it? Now 
look down at your feet. It’s right 
there, right below your feet. It 
is the Ogallala Aquifer or one of 
its sister aquifers that have been 
there for eons. If you are sipping 
on a cup of coffee while reading 
this, chances are it was made 
with fresh untreated water that 
was in that aquifer only a few 
hours ago. 

You are not alone, as this 
unseen vast system of aquifers 
supplies drinking water to mil-
lions of folks in eight states and 
is essential to the Midwest’s 
way of life. Nearly $20 billion of 
Nebraska’s agricultural economy 
is tapped into that aquifer, and 
regardless of what you do for a 
living, many of those dollars end 
up in your pocket.

Without the aquifer, Nebras-
ka becomes once again The 
Great American Desert and the 
uniformed statement of 1820s 
geographer Edwin James could 
become reality as he said of this 
very land, (before the discovery 
of the aquifers), “It is almost 
wholly unfit for cultivation, and 
of course, uninhabitable by a 

people depending upon agricul-
ture for their subsistence.”

Now fast forward to the year 
2015. We are not uninformed. 
We fully understand and appre-
ciate the gift of life these waters 
beneath our feet provide. We 
not only pump it, we continually 
test it, monitor it, allocate it, and 
manage it in hopes it will serve 
the generations of Nebraskans 
who will follow us. Or do we?

Well, I’ll answer my own 
question. Do we manage the 
aquifer reflective of its absolute 
value to our way of life on the 
Great Plains? We try, or at least 
I should say, most of us try. 
But recently we have had a tiny 
handful of Nebraskans who have 

publicly come out and said it 
is OK to put this irreplaceable 
natural resource at risk to serve 
the interests of foreign oil and 
gas corporations and out-of-state 
toxic fracking wastewater pro-
ducers.

I believe this is unacceptable, 
and apparently I am not alone. 
A poll so recent the ink is still 
wet revealed that 77 percent 
of Nebraskans flat out oppose 
the notion of injecting other 
states’ fracking wastewater right 
through the aquifer where the 
Nebraska Oil and Gas Commis-
sion hopes — although they 
can’t guarantee — it will stay 
forever. That is right. Unelected 
Oil and Gas Commissioners Tom 

Oliver and John Rundel voted 
to approve a permit to allow 1.5 
million gallons of toxic waste-
water per week to be injected 
deep under Sioux County, Ne-
braska, against the wishes of 
Sioux County and Scotts Bluff 
County Commissioners, against 
the wishes of the speaker of the 
Legislature and six other state 
senators, against the 94 percent 
of folks who spoke up during a 
public comment session in Sid-
ney, and according to this recent 
poll, against the wishes of 81 
percent of the wishes of people 
in Nebraska’s 3rd District!

And we have others who think 
some risk to the aquifers is OK, 
like 3rd District Representative 

Adrian Smith. He believes a for-
eign corporation like TransCan-
ada can take control of farmers’ 
and ranchers’ land through emi-
nent domain and bury a 36-inch 
pipe carrying 35 million gallons 
a day of toxic DilBit tarsands 
directly over and in some cases, 
directly through the aquifer is 
actually good for Nebraska! Yet, 
we constantly are reading about 
pipeline spills from Montana to 
Michigan down to Arkansas. 

What are we thinking? Are we 
putting a sign out in Nebraska’s 
front yard saying, “We are open 
for business. Bring your toxic 
waste to Nebraska!?” 

Listen folks, if there was just 
one state in the Union that could 
absolutely justify banning toxic 
fracking wastewater disposal 
wells and tarsand DilBit pipe-
lines, it would be Nebraska. Not 
only do we have the heavy bur-
den of protecting the Ogallala 
Aquifer for us, we must do it for 
the rest of the country and for 
the millions of Americans who 
will follow us. 

Apparently 77 percent of Ne-
braskans agree we shouldn’t 
accept out-of-state- toxic frack-
ing wastewater. I wonder if Gov. 
Ricketts is one of those? I wrote 
and asked him. Have you? It’s 
important and it’s simple, and if 
not now, when? And if not you, 
then who? 

Here is his contact informa-
tion:

Gov. Pete Ricketts, Office of 
the Governor, 
P.O. Box 94848, 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4848

Phone: 402-471-2244 
Fax: 402-471-6031

Email https://governor.ne-
braska.gov/contact-form

READER POLL

Saturday’s results:
Do you agree with the charges brought against the Baltimore police officers 
involved in Freddie Gray’s death?
Yes, they should be held responsible in his death                  27 Votes [44%]
No, they were just doing their jobs                    34 Votes [56%]

Today’s question:
Would it be a good idea for NPNRD 
to install a monitor well near the proposed 
fracking wastewater well?

To vote on today’s reader poll or view past results, go to www.starherald.com

Hillary faces a very religious world
Looking at women’s 

lives worldwide, Hil-
lary Clinton is con-

vinced that 
faith is offer-
ing strength 
and hope to 
many, while 
“deep-seat-
ed cultural 
codes, reli-
gious beliefs 
and structural 
biases” con-
tinue to op-
press others.

The Dem-
ocratic presi-
dential candi-
date cited her 
own Methodist heritage 
as an example of positive 
faith during the recent 
Women in the World 
Summit in New York 
City. But religion’s dark 
side, she said, is easily 
seen when doctrines lim-
it access to “reproductive 
health care” and cause 
discrimination against 
gays and the transgen-
dered.

In the future, she 
stressed, politicians will 
need to force religious 
leaders to change these 
ancient teachings to fit 
modern laws.

“Far too many women 
are still denied critical 
access to reproductive 
health,” said Clinton, 
focusing on issues she 
emphasized as secretary 
of state.

“All the laws that 
we’ve passed don’t count 
for much if they’re not 
enforced. Rights have 
to exist in practice, not 
just on paper. Laws have 
to be backed up with 
resources and political 

will, and deep-seated 
cultural codes, religious 
beliefs and structural 

biases have to be 
changed.”

The Kennedy 
Center crowd 
responded with 
cheers and ap-
plause.

Religious dog-
ma doesn’t just 
cause trouble in 
“far-away coun-
tries,” she added. 
Referring to 
ongoing debates 
about religious 
liberty, Clinton 
said, “America 

moves ahead when all 
women are guaranteed 
the right to make their 
own health care choices, 
not when those choices 
are taken away by an 
employer like Hobby 
Lobby.”

No one was surprised 
that Clinton — a faithful 
defender of abortion 
rights — renewed her 
support for Planned Par-
enthood and the sexual 
revolution, noted William 
Donohue of the Catholic 
League for Religious and 
Civil Rights. The shock 
in this speech was her 
commitment to using 
political power to force 
changes in pulpits, pews 
and religious hierar-
chies.

“It ’s time for Hillary 
to take the next step and 
tell us exactly what she 
plans to do about deliv-
ering on her pledge,” he 
said in an online com-
mentary. “Not only would 
practicing Catholics like 
to know, so would Evan-
gelicals, Orthodox Jews, 

Muslims and all those 
who value life from con-
ception to natural death.”

Candidate Clinton’s 
commitment to First 
World solutions to prob-
lems faced by women 
worldwide also rep-
resents the mirror image 
of off-the-cuff remarks 
earlier this year by Pope 
Francis. Speaking to 
Catholic leaders gath-
ered in Manila, he urged 
them not to compromise 
when threatened by 
global forces represent-
ing a new “ideological 
colonization that tries to 
destroy the family.”

This pressure to 
change traditions and 
culture, he said, “comes 
from outside and that’s 
why I call it a coloniza-
tion. Let us not lose the 
freedom to take forward 
the mission God has 
given us, the mission of 
the family. And just as 
our peoples were able to 
say in the past ‘No’ to the 
period of colonization, 
as families we have to be 
very wise and strong to 
say ‘No’ to any attempted 
ideological colonization 
that could destroy the 
family.”

In addition to natural 
disasters and economic 
challenges caused by glo-
balization, Pope Francis 
warned that the tradition-
al family is “also threat-
ened by growing efforts 
on the part of some to 
redefine the very institu-
tion of marriage, by rela-
tivism, by the culture of 
the ephemeral, by a lack 
of openness to life.”

Demographic changes 
will almost certainly 

pour fuel on these same 
cultural fires, according 
to recent surveys by the 
Pew Research Center. 
While secularists, the 
vaguely spiritual and 
“nones” — people claim-
ing no religious tradi-
tion — are on the rise in 
America, Japan and parts 
of Europe, the percent-
age of religious believers 
is growing in the rest of 
the world.

It will be impossible to 
avoid a collision between 
these two radically dif-
ferent approaches to life, 
said commentator Kathy 
Schiffer of Ave Maria 
Radio.

“There are powerful 
people — like Hillary 
Clinton — who have a 
very specific ideology 
when it comes to solving 
the world’s problems, a 
set of solutions that she 
is totally sure is in the 
best interests of wom-
en everywhere,” said 
Schiffer. “If you go into 
a country facing poverty 
and hunger and disease, 
then the first thing you 
need to do is take them 
birth control and start 
talking about abortion. ...

“This is exactly what 
the pope is talking about 
when he warns against a 
new kind of colonization 
that tries to force people 
to change their religious 
beliefs when it comes to 
marriage and family and 
children.”

Terry Mattingly is the 
director of the Washington 
Journalism Center at the 
Council for Christian Col-
leges and Universities and 
leads the GetReligion.org 
project to study religion 
and the news.
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NPNRD monitor 
well near disposal 
well good idea

To the Editor:
The announcement that 

the North Platte Natural 
Resources District plans to 
install a monitor well near 
the proposed disposal well in 
Sioux City County is a good 
idea but could prove to be just 
the opposite if the well is not 
properly completed.

The district should pro-
ceed with caution in this mat-
ter and only after conducting 
a thorough hydrologic study 
of the area.

A number of years ago, I 
was involved in the drilling 
of several dry holes north of 
the disposal well. This area is 
underplayed by the Chadron 
Formation and is used as a 
source of stock water. The 
water is not suitable for hu-
man consumption because it 
contains sulfates and various 
salts well above the drinking 
water standards. Some of the 
Chadron wells flow without 
pump assistance. Since most 
stock and also domestic wa-
ter wells are not cemented, 
there is no doubt contamina-
tion of other aquifers by these 
flowing wells is occurring.

A monitor well should be 
completed in a manner which 
will isolate the potable aqui-
fers, which means the well 
should be cemented from 
the surface to the aquifer. 
But, common cement, also 
known as Class “A” cement 
should not be used since it 
is not sulfate or salt tolerant. 
The best cement for the area 
would be a 50/50 mix of poz-
zolan and Class “C” cement. 
This mixture is about the 
same as used by the Roman 
Aqueducts constructed some 
2,000 years ago and many 
are still in use. How many 
roads or sidewalks construct-
ed with Class “A” cement 
are in good condition after 
as little as 30 years? Class 
“C” cement is also the most 
common type used in oil well 
cementing.

After completion of the 
monitor well, a fluid sample 
should be taken, analyzed 
and preserved to serve as a 
check. Any change over time 
could be compared with the 
sample taken of the disposal 
receiving formation and sam-
ples of the disposed fluids 
which are in the Oil and Gas 
Commission files.

Paul H. Roberts
Sidney
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Self-governance is not an easy job

$156 million for your thoughts

READER POLL

Saturday’s results:
Do you think a 1,700-mile path-
way going through our area is a 
good idea?
Yes  31 Votes  
 [59%]
No  22 Votes  
 [41%]

Today’s question:
Do you think Gov. Ricketts 
made the right call by com-
promising on a bill to provide 
more relief to families living in 
poverty?

To vote on today’s reader 
poll or view past results, 
go to www.starherald.com
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I wasn’t going to do it. 
I told myself all week 
I wasn’t going to do 

it. Now I have 
to admit, I was 
lying to myself. 
What was it that 
I wasn’t going 
to do? Write 
another back-
to-back column 
on fracking 
wastewater dis-
posal wells in 
Nebraska, but 
here I am slap-
ping away at a 
keyboard doing 
exactly what I wasn’t go-
ing to do.

For those who have 
followed the Star-Her-
ald over the past few 
months, you know we 
have reported on and ed-
itorialized on this insane 
practice of injecting tox-
ic fracking wastewater 
deep under our soil and 
beneath our aquifers. 
We have gone to great 
lengths to point out the 
Nebraska Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commis-
sion (NOGCC) approved 
the Sioux County frack-
ing wastewater disposal 
well to the tune of 1.5 
million gallons a week of 

this poison to be pumped 
beneath our feet.

We have reported that 
81 percent of 
Nebraskans in 
the third district 
don’t want this, 
and that oil and 
gas companies 
don’t have to 
disclose the 
exact chemical 
makeup of this 
wastewater. And 
finally, we have 
called on the cit-
izens to not sim-

ply accept this decision, 
but to urge our state 
Legislature and gover-
nor to open up discus-
sions about the approval 
and regulatory process 
of this practice.

Well, I am here to let 
you know that when we 
come together, not from 
the left or right, but 
from a position of right 
or wrong, we can actu-
ally get government to 
function as intended.

I received over 100 
emails and a lot of let-
ters letting me know 
readers had contacted 
their representatives. To 
each of you who either 
let me know, or who took 

action on your own, I say 
thank you. And I would 
guess that the rest of 
the 81 percent thank you 
too.

So what happened 
when our collective voic-
es pummeled Lincoln 
last week? Well, f irst of 
all, they heard us loud 
and clear. Secondly, they 
actually are taking some 
action.

Sen. Ken Schilz, 
District 47, which in-
cludes Sioux County, 
announced as Chairman 
of the Natural Resource 
Committee, “I recognize 
that some have been 
dissatisfied with my 
reaction to this matter. 
I want to assure you 

that I have given the 
situation a great deal of 
thought and believe it is 
best to respond by using 
the legislative process 
available to us when it 
becomes necessary to 
examine a state entity 
and its actions.”

He added, “We will 
collect factual, unbiased 
research … and hold at 
least one public hearing 
at a location convenient 
to citizens who live 
near the Sioux County 
injection well site. After 
the research has been 
reviewed and the pub-
lic has been heard, the 
committee will report 
its f indings to the Leg-
islature and will make 

policy recommendations, 
including any necessary 
statutory changes.”

Now, would Sen. Schilz 
have done this without 
your efforts to bring this 
issue to the front burn-
er? I can only speculate, 
but my speculation-gut 
tells me, no way! Just 
a few weeks ago Schilz 
was saying, “People are 
in favor of local control 
over state control,” im-
plying he didn’t want to 
involve the state Legisla-
ture on this issue. Hav-
ing said that, I must now 
applaud Schilz for listen-
ing to the “concerns” of 
the citizens and doing 
what he was sent to Lin-
coln to do, represent his 
constituents.

But the big move this 
week came from Sen. 
Ernie Chambers. Ok, 
I saw some of you roll 
your eyes when you read 
the words “Ernie Cham-
bers.” Sure, people f ind 
him controversial and 
why shouldn’t we; Ernie 
is controversial. He is 
also a staunch defender 
of our rights, not nearly 
as controversial as this 
fracking wastewater in-
jection well, and he was 

the one who found the 
courage to get 36 of his 
fellow senators to agree 
to suspend the rules and 
allow him to propose a 
bill that would require 
the fracking companies 
to fully disclose the ex-
act list of chemicals in 
this wastewater. 

I believe none of this 
would have happened 
without Nebraskans 
coming together. The 
state of Nebraska does 
not belong to the NOG-
CC, does not belong to 
the Legislature or the 
Governor. It belongs to 
the people, and when our 
voices were squelched 
by the NOGCC, and 
when they acted in com-
plete opposite of the will 
of the people, we did 
what our prairie commu-
nity does best … we did 
the right thing.

So be proud today, be 
proud of our citizens. Be 
proud of the Legislature. 
Be proud the system 
appears to be working 
as intended. But also be 
diligent. Self-governance 
is not an easy job and 
we must stay engaged, 
seeing this through to 
the end.  

GreG Awtry
Publisher

I believe none of this would have 
happened without Nebraskans 
coming together. The state of 

Nebraska does not belong to the NOGCC, 
does not belong to the Legislature or 
the Governor. It belongs to the people, 
and when our voices are squelched by 
the NOGCC, and they acted in complete 
opposite of the will of the people, we did 
what our prairie community does best ... 
we did the right thing.”

Greg Awtry
Star-Herald publisher

I’m sure you’ve heard 
the argument that if 
we raise the minimum 

wage, the cost 
of that raise will 
just get passed 
along to you, the 
paying custom-
er. You’ll have 
to pay more 
for your ham-
burger, more 
for your clean 
hotel room, 
more for your 
convenience at 
the convenience 
store.

I bring this 
up because recently, it was 
reported that a television 
executive got paid $156 
million in 2014. He runs 
the company that owns the 
Discovery Channel. Let’s 
call him David Zaslav. 
Let’s call him David 
Zaslav because that’s his 
name. And my question 
would be, isn’t his salary 
passed along to the con-
sumer? Where does that 
$156 million come from, if 
not from Discovery’s ad-
vertisers, who pass along 
their rising costs to us?

Why is it OK for one em-
ployee to pass his salary 
along to the consumer, but 
not all of them? If the ar-

gument for paying CEOs 
so well is that it’s an incen-
tive, why is it so good for 

CEOs, but not so 
good for the rest 
of us?

And that, my 
friend, is why 
you will never be 
a CEO. You ob-
viously haven’t 
been to business 
school. Because 
then you would 
know that if the 
company didn’t 
pay him so 
much, he might 
quit. And where 

on Earth are they gonna 
find somebody else who 
would work for $156 mil-
lion a year, even if it ’s 
mostly in stock options? 
Oh, yeah, just about any-
where.

Would David have quit 
working at Discovery 
Communications, the TV 
conglomerate he runs, if 
he only got paid, say, $75 
million a year? Would he 
have stomped out in a 
snit? Would he have left 
for some other company 
that would pay him $156 
million? Whoops! I forgot: 
There is no other com-
pany that would pay him 
$156 million.

Do you think he’d walk 
away if they had only of-
fered $35 million a year? 
Maybe. After all, he does 
preside over Shark Week, 
and Nik Wallenda walking 
over the Grand Canyon 
without a net. Show biz is 
wacky that way. But the 
CEO of Bank of America, 
which is a much, much 
bigger company than Dis-
covery, made only $14.5 
million last year. The CEO 
of Chrysler made only 
$38 million. Yet they bit 
the bullet and stayed with 
their companies in spite of 
the low, low, low pay.

Why, you might ask, 
is David getting paid so 
much? I’m sure he works 
hard, but don’t we all? Did 
he invent television? Does 
he write the shows? Film 
them? Direct them? Did 
the guy who runs Bank of 
America invent banking? 
Did the guy who runs 
Chrysler invent the auto-
mobile?

Henry Ford actually did 
invent a car, and he be-
came fabulously wealthy. 
You would hardly call him 
a communist. Yet when 
other car companies were 
paying their workers a 
dollar a day, Ford raised 
his workers’ pay to $5 a 

day. Not only did it keep 
turnover way down, but 
his workers could sudden-
ly afford to buy Ford cars.

When the chairman 
of Starbucks was on “60 
Minutes,” they asked him 
how his fast-food company 
could pay a living wage 
to its coffee pickers, con-
tribute to its employees’ 
health care costs and chip 
in for their college tuition. 
His answer was, basically, 
“Why do you think a cup 
of our coffee costs three 
dollars?”

This is not communism 
— the chairman of Star-
bucks is a very wealthy 
guy — and I’m not a 
communist. I think CEOs 
should earn as much as 
they possibly can; I’d 
enjoy being fabulously 
wealthy as much as the 
next guy. But if it makes 
sense for the CEO to be 
paid well, why doesn’t it 
make sense for everyone 
in the company to be paid 
well, as much as possible, 
rather than the current 
trend of as little as pos-
sible? If the CEO can get 
a big raise and stock op-
tions, why can’t everyone?

A rising tide should 
lift all boats, not just the 
yachts.

Jim mullen
Syndicated 
Columnist

Protecting Nebraska’s 
most vulnerable 
citizens 

and families is 
one of the core 
functions of state 
government and 
the Nebraska 
Department of 
Health and Hu-
man Services. 
As a part of this 
duty, the State 
of Nebraska has 
provided Aid 
to Dependent 
Children (ADC) 
since 1936 to assist low-in-
come families with children 
that are 18 or younger.

Earlier this week, Sena-
tor Kathy Campbell and I 
reached an agreement on 
a compromise to increase 
the ADC benefit for the 
first time in about 30 years. 
This agreement comes in 
response to my veto of LB89 
after concerns arose about 
the legislation’s fiscal sus-
tainability. This compromise 
addresses that issue.

The compromise moves 
additional federal Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) Block 
Grant funds through the 
ADC program into the 
hands of the families that 
need it most. My admin-
istration is committed to 
helping the truly vulnerable 
in a sustainable way, while 
also connecting Nebraskans 
with the many good-paying 
jobs around our state to 
minimize the need for long-
term dependence on public 
assistance.

I appreciate Senator 
Campbell’s willingness to 
work together to find the 
best solution on this issue 
for Nebraska’s most vul-
nerable families. I also am 
grateful to the senators who 
shared the fiscal concerns 
about LB89’s lack of long-
term fiscal sustainability.

Reports of hail and a fun-
nel cloud in Southeast Ne-
braska earlier this week are 
a good reminder that Ne-
braskans should take steps 
to prepare for severe weath-
er. Severe weather events in 
Nebraska range from flash 
flooding to lightening and 

tornadoes. According to the 
Nebraska Emergency Man-

agement Agency, 
there are 80 
deaths and 1,500 
injuries national-
ly from tornadoes 
a year.

Before severe 
weather events 
occur, it is im-
portant to pre-
pare by making 
sure you have 
correct emergen-
cy contact infor-
mation, making 

a plan, and practicing that 
plan. There are many re-
sources available to you to 
help you prepare yourself 
for an emergency.

Visit www.BeReadyNe-
braska.com or www.nema.
ne.gov for more information 
on how to assemble a pre-
paredness kit and the appro-
priate emergency contact 
information. By making a 
plan before severe weather 
strikes, you can protect 
your family from potential 
danger.

This week is Public 
Service Recognition Week. 
During my travels across 
the state, I have discerned 
two principles that guide 
Nebraskans across our state 
every day: listening to one 
another and working togeth-
er. These principles have 
guided my administration 
as we look for opportunities 
to grow our state from Hum-
boldt to Harrison.

Growing Nebraska for the 
next generation will not hap-
pen because of one person 
or one agency. It will only 
happen when our public 
servants work together on 
issues that matter to Nebras-
kans – from the Governor’s 
office to state agencies to 
the front line city and county 
personnel across Nebraska.

I am grateful for the 
dedication and service of 
our State of Nebraska’s 
employees. As we work to-
gether to serve the people of 
Nebraska, I look forward to 
building a customer-focused 
culture in state government 
that values continuous im-
provement.

Compromising, 
serving and preparing

Pete ricketts
Governor
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Did you see that mov-
ie last night on TV?” 
asked Harry.

“What movie?”
“The one with that one 

guy in it. He’s married to 
that woman the one with 
the neck. It was 
on Channel 7. Or 
Channel 9. It was 
about this monk 
in a little village 
in China no, not a 
monk, oh, what do 
you call them ...”

“A priest? A 
brother? A minis-
ter?”

“No, but some-
thing like that.”

“Marlon Bran-
do?”

“Was Marlon Brando 
married? I mean, to a wom-
an with a neck?”

I was pretty sure Brando 
was married to a woman 
with a neck.

“Marlon Brando. Wasn’t 
he in ‘Teahouse of the Au-
gust Moon’?”

“Yeah, but he wasn’t a 
monk. Besides, that was in 
Japan, not China.”

Harry is still trying to 
come up with the actor’s 
name that is eluding him. 

We were playing our daily 
round of what I’ve come to 
call “Senior Jeopardy.”

I used to worry every 
time that I drew a blank on 
something that I knew, but 
couldn’t seem to instantly 

retrieve from my 
aging memory. 
At first, I thought 
it was the sign of 
something really 
serious it was hap-
pening more and 
more often.

But then I 
went to lunch 
with about eight 
friends, and they 
were all doing 
it. None of us 
could come up 

with some famous actor’s 
name, even though we 
could name several of his 
movies, plus the women he’d 
been married to and one 
person at the table had seen 
him on television that very 
morning. We couldn’t all be 
getting Alzheimer’s.

I think what’s really 
happening is that what’s 
important to us is changing. 
What’s worth remembering 
changes as we get older. A 
5-year-old can tell you every 

single thing he did yesterday 
in complete detail, because 
to him, everything’s import-
ant. Me, I can’t remember 
what I had for breakfast. Or 
where. It’s simply not worth 
remembering.

Teenagers have very selec-
tive memories. The tiniest 
social slight, they will re-
member into their 40s. “He 
looked at me funny.” That, 
they’ll remember for years. 
Algebra, not so much.

We elders can’t remember 
actors’ names because we 
simply don’t care enough 
anymore. But Harry is 
relentless.

“He was in that other 
movie, where he was a pilot. 
In the Civil War.”

“I don’t think they had 
pilots during the Civil War.”

“I remember now!” said 
Harry. “It was ‘The African 
Queen.’”

“You said it was about 
a monk in China. ‘The 
African Queen’ is about a 
drunk in Africa. How could 
anyone figure that out? The 
only thing you got right was 
that it starred a guy who was 
married to that woman with 
the neck! You know, what’s-
her-name!”

Still, he won “Senior 
Jeopardy.” He eventually 
came up with the name of 
the person he was thinking 
of: Humphrey Bogart.

On the real “Jeopardy!,” if 
the answer is “He’s the star 
of ‘The Andy Griffith Show’” 
and you say “Who is Andy 
Griffith,” you would win 
the square. But in “Senior 
Jeopardy,” if you replied 
with, “Who is the guy who 
played Matlock,” you would 
win. The judges would also 
accept “Who is the guy 
who played Opie’s dad.” But 
“Who is the guy married to 
the woman with the neck” 
would get the buzzer.

It’s odd, but there are 
still things I can remember 
effortlessly: the lyrics of 
songs, and who sang them 
and wrote them; trips I’ve 
taken; books I’ve read. And 
then there are things I can’t 
remember at all, and never 
could, even when I was 
young. It has nothing to do 
with age; I simply didn’t care 
enough, then or now.

Back then, no one 
thought I had a memory 
problem. They all thought I 
had a drinking problem.

I went to the fracking wastewa-
ter disposal hearing in Sidney 
earlier in the week. Right at 

150 other folks were there too. 
Why were we there and what 
was it all about?

Briefly, as most of you are 
aware, there is a company that 
wants to inject industrial frack-
ing wastewater from Colorado, 
Wyoming and Nebraska into an 
obsolete well in Sioux County. 
Understand this wastewater is 
nasty stuff. Understand too that 
Nebraska sits atop one of the 
largest freshwater aquifers in 
the world.

These two, nasty fracking 
wastewater and fresh under-
ground aquifer water, should 
never meet, and it is the 
responsibility of those who reg-
ulate things like this to ensure 
they never meet, and to protect 
public safety, and Nebraska’s 
natural resources.

Regardless if you are for or 
against injecting millions of 
gallons of toxic wastewater 
from other states beneath our 
aquifers, you need to know 
this hearing was something 
Nebraskans could be proud of. 
I will tell you why, but first a bit 
of full disclosure.

Since this is an opinion col-
umn, let me first say I believe 
this is a crazy idea. Taking toxic 
wastewater from other states 
and sending it down a hole in 
our state, right through aqui-
fers, hoping it will stay there 
forever, especially when we 
have nothing to gain, seems 

crazy to me, for sure. 
Back to the hearing… 

Anyone watching the news is 
aware of how divided our coun-
try is right now. It is the right 
versus the left, conservatives 
against liberals, Democrats 
against Republicans and it is 
more about partisan power 
than it is about solving prob-
lems or advancing our nation.

Well, it was not that way at 
this hearing. We witnessed 
expert testimony on the facts 
of wastewater injection wells, 
listened to experts on roads 
and geology. We heard from 
landowners and oil producers. 
And yes, there was a clear 
divide on this issue, but it 
was civil and respectful, and, 
might I add, very non-partisan, 
something that is quite rare in 
the political world these days.

The hearing was conducted 
by the Legislature’s Natural Re-
source Committee as required 
by two resolutions; one spon-
sored by Senator John Stinner 
calling for an examination of 
regulations and impacts of 
such a disposal well, and the 
other, sponsored by Senator 

Ken Haar, called into ques-
tion the responsibilities of the 
Nebraska Oil and Gas Conser-
vation Commission.

The two resolutions require 
the Committee to gather as 
much information as possible 
and report their findings back 
to the full Legislature to see if 
any actions are necessary in 
order to protect people, proper-
ty, land and water.

I mentioned this hearing was 
something we could be proud 
of in today’s political climate, 
and we can be. Nebraska is 
unique. We have a nonpartisan 
unicameral state legislature, 
the only one of its kind in 
America. State senators run 
for office with no designated 
political affiliation. We have one 
legislative body, not two. (The 

other “body” in Nebraska is re-
served for the people through 
the referendum and petition 
process.)

In Lincoln, senators don’t sit 
on the “right” side of the aisle 
or “left” side of the aisle. They 
sit as one body. Now I am not 
completely naïve, as clearly 
there are conservatives and 
liberals in our state senate, but 
through the committee pro-
cess and floor debate we see 
healthy differences in opinion 
much more often than we see 
political sideshows, common in 
Washington, that are designed 
solely for advancing one’s 
party.

Washington could learn a 
lot from Nebraskans, where 
we tend to govern more from 
a perspective of right and 

wrong versus right and left. Is it 
always the case? No, but it is a 
far better process than what we 
see out of our nation’s capitol 
each day. 

Senator Stinner’s resolution 
was a bold one, a sensible 
one, and seeks only to en-
sure what we do with fracking 
wastewater disposal in our 
state is done with utmost care 
in regards to public health, 
public property, and preserva-
tion of our precious water.

What will come out of this 
hearing? At best, I would hope 
that Nebraska, a guardian of 
this huge national treasure 
called the Ogallala Aquifer, 
would ban completely the dis-
posal of any out-of-state frack-
ing wastewater. It is insane to 
put the aquifer at risk, even 
minimal risk, just to dispose of 
other state’s industrial waste, 
and receive nothing in return.

At worst, the Legislature will 
do nothing, while other states 
in the Midwest who have been 
more active in this recent 
energy boom have added 
many regulations necessary to 
minimize risk. 

We live in a remarkable state 
with abundant water and unlim-
ited potential, but sensible poli-
cy must protect our future. Let’s 
continue to do what is right for 
the people, not politics. 

How do you see it? Greg.
awtry@starherald.com    

Fracking wastewater: Now ‘Hear’ this!

It’s time to play ‘Senior Jeopardy’

Our View
The editorials labeled “Our View” are written by and reflect the consensus of the 

Star-Herald Editorial Board.

Letters to the Editor
The Star-Herald invites signed letters to the editor on matters of public interest. 

No poetry, consumer complaints or comments to other persons — including thank-
you letters — will be accepted. There is a 400-word limit. Letters may be edited 

for length, accuracy and clarity. The writer’s name, address and daytime phone 
number MUST be included for verification, but only name and town will be 

printed. The editor reserves the right to refuse letters that are libelous or in poor 
taste, and to limit published letters to one per month by the same writer. Send to: 
“Letters to the Editor,” P.O. Box 1709, Scottsbluff, NE 69363, via e-mail to news@

starherald.com, or via fax to 308-632-9003.

News Tip Hot Line
The Star-Herald has discontinued the Feedback Phone. Readers who wish to 

comment on stories or issues can write a letter to the editor (see policy above). 
Readers who wish to suggest story ideas for the Star-Herald news staff can leave a 

message at 308-632-9057.

Today’s question:
Do you think the disposal of fracking wastewater 
with minimal risk to the aquifer is acceptable?

To vote on today’s reader poll or view past results,  
go to www.starherald.com/opinion/polls

Jim mullen
Syndicated 
Columnist

Opinion
Sunday, September 27, 2015Page 4A

My View

Reader Poll

GreG Awtry

Publisher

greg.awtry@ 
starherald.com

Twitter:  
@gregawtry

Facebook: 
169884906456604

BART SCHANEMAN Star Herald

Nebraska Natural Resources Committee member Ken Schilz, 
right, conducts a hearing regarding the Nebraska Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission in Sidney on Tuesday.
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