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A
Minority
View

Walter E. Williams

If God is really dead...

Superior
visions
Last month, I celebrated

the beginning of my 81st
year of life. For nearly half
that time, I have been writing
a nationally syndicated col-
umn on many topics generat-
ing reader responses that go
from supportive to quite
ugly. So I thought a column
making my vision, values
and views explicit might set-
tle some of the controversy.
My initial premise, when

looking at all human issues,
is that each of us owns him-
self. I am my private prop-
erty, and you are your private
property. If you agree with
that premise, then certain
human actions are moral and
others immoral. The reason
murder is immoral is that it
violates private property.
Similarly, rape and theft are
immoral, for they, too, vio-
late private property. Most
Americans will agree that
murder and rape violate peo-
ple’s property rights and are
hence immoral. But there
may not be so much agree-
ment about theft. Let’s look
at it.
Theft is when a person’s

property is taken from him
— through stealth, force, in-
timidation, threats or coer-
cion — and given to another
to whom it does not belong.
If a person took your prop-
erty — even to help another
person who is in need — it
would be called theft. 
Suppose three people

agreed to that taking. Would
it be deemed theft? What if
100,000 or several hundred
million people agreed to do
so? Would that be deemed
theft? 
Another way to ask these

questions is: Does a consen-
sus establish morality?
Self-ownership can offer

solutions to many seemingly
moral/ethical dilemmas. One
is the sale of human organs.
There is a severe shortage of
organs for transplantation.
Most people in need of an
organ die or become very ill
while they await an organ do-
nation. Many more organs
would become available if
there were a market for them.
Through the National Organ
Transplant Act of 1984, Con-
gress has made organ sales il-
legal. Congress clearly has
the power to prevent organ
sales, but does it have a right?
The answer to that question
comes by asking: Who owns
your organs? One test of own-
ership is whether you have
the right to sell something. In
the case of organs, if it is Con-
gress that owns our organs,
then we have no right to sell
them. That would be stealing
from Congress.
People have the right to

take chances with their own
lives. People do not have a
right to take chances with the
lives of others. That is why
laws that mandate that cars
have brakes are consistent
with liberty and seat belt laws
are not. You might say, “Aha,
Williams, we’ve got you
there because if you don’t
wear a seat belt and you have
an accident and turn into a
vegetable, society is bur-
dened with taking care of
you!” That’s not a problem of
liberty. It’s a problem of so-
cialism. Nobody should be
forced to take care of me for
any reason. If government as-
sumes the job of taking care
of us, then Congress can con-
trol just about every aspect of
our lives. When I was a re-
bellious teenager, my mother
frequently told me, “As long
as you’re living in my house
and I’m paying the bills,
you’re going to do as I say.”
That kind of thinking is OK
for children, but not for
emancipated adults.

In a recent column Dennis
Prager made the following
acute observation:
“The vast majority of leading

conservative writers ... have a
secular outlook on life. ... They
are unaware of the disaster that
godlessness in the West has led
to.” 
These secular conservatives

may think that “America can sur-
vive the death of God and reli-
gion,” writes Prager, but they are
wrong. 
And, indeed, the last half-cen-

tury seems to bear him out. 
A people’s religion, their

faith, creates their culture, and
their culture creates their civi-
lization. And when faith dies, the
culture dies, the civilization dies,
and the people begin to die. 
Is this not the recent history of

the West? 
Today, no great Western na-

tion has a birthrate that will pre-
vent the extinction of its
native-born. By century’s end,
other peoples and other cultures
will have largely repopulated the
Old Continent. 
European Man seems des-

tined to end like the 10 lost tribes
of Israel — overrun, assimilated
and disappeared.
And while the European

peoples — Russians, Germans,
Brits, Balts — shrink in num-
ber, the U.N. estimates that the
population of Africa will dou-
ble in 34 years to well over 2
billion people. 
What happened to the West? 
As G. K. Chesterton wrote,

when men cease to believe in
God, they do not then believe in
nothing, they believe in anything. 
As European elites ceased to

believe in Christianity, they

began to convert to ideologies, to
what Dr. Russell Kirk called
“secular religions.” 
For a time, these secular re-

ligions — Marxism-Leninism,
fascism, Nazism — captured
the hearts and minds of mil-
lions. But almost all were
among the gods that failed in
the 20th century. 
Now Western Man embraces

the newer religions: egalitarian-
ism, democratism, capitalism,
feminism, One Worldism, envi-
ronmentalism. 
These, too, give meaning to

the lives of millions, but these,
too, are inadequate substitutes for
the faith that created the West. 
For they lack what Christi-

anity gave man — a cause not
only to live for, and die for, but
a moral code to live by, with
the promise that, at the end a
life so lived, would come eter-
nal life. Islam, too, holds out
that promise.
Secularism, however, has

nothing on offer to match that
hope.
Looking back over the cen-

turies, we see what faith has
meant. 
When, after the fall of the

Roman Empire, the West em-
braced Christianity as a faith su-
perior to all others, as its founder
was the Son of God, the West
went on to create modern civi-

lization, and then went out and
conquered most of the known
world.
The truths America has taught

the world, of an inherent human
dignity and worth, and inviolable
human rights, are traceable to a
Christianity that teaches that
every person is a child of God.
Today, however, with Chris-

tianity virtually dead in Europe
and slowly dying in America,
Western culture grows debased
and decadent, and Western civi-
lization is in visible decline.
Rudyard Kipling prophesied

all this in “Recessional”: 
“Far-called our navies melt

away; On dune and headland
sinks the fire: Lo, all our pomp
of yesterday/Is one with Nineveh
and Tyre!”
All the Western empires are

gone, and the children of once-
subject peoples cross the
Mediterranean to repopulate the
mother countries, whose native-
born have begun to age, shrink
and die.
Since 1975, only two Euro-

pean nations, Muslim Albania
and Iceland have maintained a
birthrate sufficient to keep their
peoples alive.
Given the shrinking popula-

tions inside Europe and the
waves of immigrants rolling in
from Africa and the Middle and
Near East, an Islamic Europe
seems to be in the cards before
the end of the century. 
Vladimir Putin, who wit-

nessed the death of Marxism-
Leninism up close, appears to
understand the cruciality of
Christianity to Mother Russia,
and seeks to revive the Orthodox
Church and write its moral code
back into Russian law.

Syndicated
Columnist

Patrick J. Buchanan

Let’s break from identity politics
Both parties sort voters by color and gender.

Though there’s nothing new about promoting solidar-
ity on the basis of genetics, it can get old really fast.
One sees some utility in this brand of politick-

ing, especially for
Democrats. The
party of Donald
Trump has done
its darnedest to of-
fend the growing
Latino electorate.
But Republicans
will get smart
about this and re-
verse course.
Even Trump? Especially Trump. As Trump

continues his pivot to normality, his campaign will
take a long shower and start making nice to women
and Latinos — some of whom have shown inter-
est in him, if only he’d stop attacking them.
Memory is short, and Trump’s skill at self-

mockery could ease the transition. With his support
of programs that help the working class, Trump
could pick off chunks of the Democratic coalition.
Note that the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

invited Trump to join a candidates forum in Washing-
ton (which he did not attend). While in no way an en-
dorsement, this is not how one treats the devil.
Democratic strategists expect America’s rap-

idly growing Latino and Asian populations to guar-
antee their electoral success. But history shows
demographic firewalls crumbling as descendants
of recent immigrants become culturally indistin-
guishable from the older European stock.

Meanwhile, the seeming obsession with minori-
ties and women sends a “don’t bother” sign to the
white working class. Hostility toward dark people
doesn’t adequately explain why so many struggling
whites have decamped for the Republican side.
Consider how a white working guy might respond

to a headline like this one: “White Man or Black
Woman? Senate Race Tears at Maryland Democrats.”
The subject is the Democratic Senate primary

race pitting Rep. Donna Edwards against Rep.
Chris Van Hollen. The “conflict”: Edwards, a
black single mother, may be an attractive candi-
date, but Van Hollen has a long record as an ef-
fective progressive in Washington. There is no
reason for liberals to abandon him unless they
think race and gender are reason enough.
EMILY’s List apparently thinks so. Dedicated

to promoting female candidates who support abor-
tion rights, EMILY’s List has put its resources be-
hind Edwards. Many contributors who’ve worked
with Van Hollen are fuming, as well they might.
There’s no item on the liberal women’s agenda

that Van Hollen has not championed, and, you
know, there are other issues. There was a time
when female candidates were a rarity, but that time
has passed — and so has any rationale, frankly,
for EMILY’s List.
Move on to the U.S. Supreme Court. President

Obama has nominated Merrick Garland to fill the
seat held by the late Antonin Scalia. According to
a Washington Post analysis, “some top Democ-
rats” are complaining that Obama threw away a
“golden opportunity” by opting for “a mild-man-
nered white man.”

Syndicated
Columnist

Froma Harrop

Cue Facebook
It’s our job to

investigate issues
We live in a different sociopolitical

world today than we did even just a few
years ago.
In the age of social media, more than

ever, political candidates always are sub-
ject to being analyzed in any and all public
forums. When you put your name on a bal-
lot for a public office, you open yourself up
to all manner of scrutiny. That, as they say,
is a fact.
Recently, a political candidate made

some allegedly negative comments about
an area pastor in the public setting of a
local restaurant. The politician — when
asked — indicated he does not recall say-
ing anything positive or negative. How-
ever, it was reported that whatever was said
was said loud enough to catch the attention
of a staff member and friend of the pastor,
who picked up the phone and informed him
he was the subject of conversation.
Cue Facebook.
The pastor took to Facebook to defend

himself, and the post prompted all manner
of responses, including negatively taking
to task both parties.
Here’s the kicker, when you engage so-

cial media, you’re engaging the media.
What you post online can be read by jour-
nalists just as easily as the people on your
list of online friends.
So don’t be surprised if something you

post catches our attention. As journalists, it
is our job — actually, it’s our duty — to ask
questions when those questions are posed
publicly. Sometimes those questions are in
regard to the ethics of those who are running
for or hold public office. Public servants —
and public-servants-to-be — are held to a
higher standard of conduct. What they do
and say matters to the voters, whose job it is
to elect them or remove them from office.
In this case, a political candidate’s con-

duct was called into question in a public
manner. So, yes, we contacted this candi-
date to ask him what happened. And we
talked to the pastor. We got both sides of
the story. That is news. The very public na-
ture of this discussion along with the in-
volvement of a public figure is what makes
that news determination.
Again, that also is our job — reporting

the news, even when a person or persons
doesn’t like it, questions our intentions or
tries to employ tactics that are aimed at pre-
venting us from engaging in the protected
Second Amendment right of Freedom of
the Press.
A newspaper investigates. A newspaper

reports the findings. A newspaper then of-
fers a forum for feedback.
And we’ve been taking our lumps for

doing just that — our job. And, from what
we understand, the pastor has been the sub-
ject of online bullying for making a post
that caught the media’s attention.
While we don’t like to see anyone bul-

lied, we absolutely will not back down in
our questioning of those who hold or seek
to hold public office. We’ve written and
editorialized about this over and over
again, particularly in the last few weeks.
There have been cases of political candi-
dates having their issues brought to light
through social media. Often these ex-
changes have turned negative. It’s hap-
pened in Upshur County, Barbour County
and, now, Randolph County.
Having a Facebook page is like having

your own personal public relations firm.
And social media is an outlet people can use
to voice their political opinions. So when we
see concerns about politicians or political
candidates potentially acting in a manner un-
becoming to their status, we investigate.
And we do not apologize for that. Nor

will we be bullied into silence.

Today is Wednesday, April 27, the
118th day of 2016. There are 248 days
left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On April 27, 1986, a video pirate call-

ing himself “Captain Midnight” interrupted
a movie on HBO with a printed onscreen
message protesting home satellite de-
scrambling fees. (Captain Midnight turned
out to be John R. MacDougall of Florida,
who was fined and placed on probation.)
On this date:
In 1521, Portuguese explorer Ferdinand

Magellan was killed in the Philippines.
In 1791, the inventor of the telegraph,

Samuel Morse, was born in Charlestown,
Massachusetts.
In 1822, the 18th president of the

United States, Ulysses S. Grant, was born
in Point Pleasant, Ohio.
In 1865, the steamer Sultana, carrying

freed Union prisoners of war, exploded on
the Mississippi River near Memphis, Ten-
nessee; death toll estimates vary from
1,500 to 2,000.
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