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The morning after the shooting, we posted a blog titled, “Did Corey Jones have a gun? Does it 
matter?” Three days after the shooting, our first editorial appeared in the newspaper. Over the 
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The response has been overwhelmingly positive – except for the state attorney, and some city 
leaders who’ve actions we’ve questioned. 
 
Our second editorial was mentioned by several speakers at a huge “Justice 4 Corey” rally the 
week after the shooting as “the right message” for the community. Jones’ family members have 
called thanking us for our Oct. 30 editorial. And community leaders have mentioned our 
“keeping the proper perspective” on police body cameras with regard to this particular 
shooting. 
 
Our work has helped set the right tone for the shooting investigation by not only challenging the 
justice system to “get this right,” but for the community itself to allow the process to work. We 
also gave ammunition to our local congressional delegation to file the Corey Jones Act of 2016 
requiring local police agencies receiving federal funding to develop clear policies and 
procedures for undercover officers. 
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October 21, 2015

The shooting death of stranded motorist Corey 
Jones early Sunday is an absolute tragedy, from every 
angle.

What’s equally tragic, however, is how some leg-
islators in Tallahassee are doubling down on policies 
that are transforming Florida into the vigilante state. 
The new state motto might as well be, “Shoot first, 
ask questions later,” or “The Gunshine State.”

The National Rifle Association would have us 
believe that the only way to stop a bad guy with a gun 
is a good guy with a gun. But that leaves out a vitally 
important variable: How are police supposed to tell 
the difference between the good guy and the bad guy?

That’s a central question at issue in Jones’ shooting 
death. A Delray Beach Housing Authority inspec-
tor and drummer, Jones had apparently purchased a 
handgun for personal safety three days earlier — his 
constitutional right.

A regular churchgoer and hard worker, he was 
clearly a good guy. But now a Palm Beach Gardens 
police officer, Nouman Raja, is on paid administrative 
leave for shooting Jones, pending an investigation. 
Raja also appears to be a good officer with a clean 
record.

This may well turn out to be a case of fears trump-
ing good sense — a plain-clothes police officer in an 
unmarked car terrifying a stranded motorist, with hor-
rific results. It may be that there is no bad guy here.

But there are bad laws.
When it comes to gun laws, there has been a slow 

erosion of common sense in Florida, accompanied by 
an erosion of civility and safety, particularly in urban 
areas.

“Stand your ground” granted immunity from pros-
ecution in the case of fear of bodily harm in 2005, a 
huge leap from a self-defense claim.

Local communities, since 2011, have lost the right 
to opt out of state gun laws or pass other gun restric-
tions.

Pediatricians are now prohibited from asking par-
ents questions about gun ownership and storage.

Javier Ortiz, president of the Miami Fraternal Order 
of Police, testified Tuesday before the state Senate 

Judiciary Committee that his city is becoming a more 
dangerous place.

“I can speak for Miami, we have had a 400 percent 
increase in firearm-related incidents just in the past 
year,” he said.

Will anyone stand up to the gun extremists?
The Florida Sheriff’s Association just did. The 

group announced late Tuesday that 82 percent of their 
voting members have voted to oppose Senate Bill 
300. That’s the “open-carry” bill which would let Flo-
ridians with concealed-weapons licenses walk openly 
with their guns, no holster required, no additional 
training required.

The sheriffs are concerned that the bill doesn’t 
explicitly grant law-enforcement officers the right to 
demand to see a permit. They’re concerned it doesn’t 
explicitly grant owners of restaurants, day care cen-
ters, employers or any other private property owner 
the right to prohibit weapons. And they’re concerned 
that it doesn’t require extra training for permit-hold-
ers on how to safely open carry.

“Especially if it doesn’t have to be in a holster, you 
have it in your back pocket somebody could just walk 
up and grab it,” said Pinellas County Sheriff Bob 
Gualtieri, who chairs the Florida Sheriffs Associa-
tion’s Legislative Committee.

Still, the bill passed easily out of the Senate Crimi-
nal Justice Committee Tuesday morning. An amend-
ment that would have ensured the rights of private 
property owners to keep out the weapons? It didn’t 
pass.

Gualtieri said a big concern for deputies is how to 
discern the good guy from the bad guy.

“I can tell you that law-enforcement agencies don’t 
even allow their non-uniformed officers to open car-
ry,” Gualtieri said. “You can’t tell what somebody’s 
motives are and what they are not. It’s 3 in the morn-
ing, you see somebody walking down the road, you 
see a guy with two .45s in their waistband, you can’t 
assume they are a law-abiding citizen with a permit.”

Contrary to the gun lobby’s fantasies, guns every-
where won’t make Florida safer. They certainly didn’t 
protect Corey Jones.

Editorial: Corey Jones dies, Florida 
becomes known as ‘Gunshine State’
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The fatal shooting of 31-year-old Corey Jones Jr. by 
Palm Beach Gardens police Officer Nouman Raja on 
the side of the road just after 3 a.m. on Sunday threat-
ens to divide our community. We can’t let it.

Palm Beach County must not become another Fer-
guson, Mo., or Baltimore. We must not have violence 
erupting in our streets because an entire community 
feels slighted by an investigation that feigns inde-
pendence. We must not give fuel to those who would 
sooner see this community burn than see justice done.

That’s why we need to get this right.
After a somewhat shaky start, our law-enforcement 

officials and local leaders are finally stepping up to 
instill confidence in the process. On Wednesday, Palm 
Beach County State Attorney Dave Aronberg said his 
office is conducting a separate, independent investi-
gation and speaking with the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement.

Aronberg and other officials are recognizing that 
this single tragic incident has all the makings of 
descending into something far worse — not just 
because of the circumstances but the atmosphere of 
current questionable police shootings.

Jones, by all indications, was a decent, hardwork-
ing guy. A well-regarded employee with the Delray 
Beach Housing Authority, he was a drummer in a 
band and often played in churches. He had no crimi-
nal record. “Just a good dude. A good guy,” according 
to Benjamin Dixon, who had hired Jones to play at 
his church several years ago.

Raja, according to his personnel files, is also a de-
cent, hardworking police officer. He has had no major 
incidents, including use of force. A 2008 graduate 
of Palm Beach State College’s police academy, the 
38-year-old is scheduled to teach four classes there 
this fall, including “Interactions in a Diverse Commu-
nity.” Before joining Palm Beach Gardens Police six 
months ago, he was with the much smaller Atlantis 
Police Department for seven years.

All that we really know now is that in the wee 
hours of Sunday morning, Jones’ car broke down on 
I-95 near PGA Boulevard as he was headed home to 
Boynton Beach from a band gig. He had called for 
help, and a bandmate responded. The bandmate left. 
Jones was sitting in his vehicle when Raja, who was 
investigating burglaries in the area, pulled up behind 
Jones’ stalled car. Raja was neither in uniform nor 
driving a marked police vehicle.

This is where things get murky. According to Palm 

Beach Gardens police, Raja got out of his vehicle 
and “was suddenly confronted by an armed suspect.” 
That prompted Raja to shoot Jones, killing him. They 
found a gun allegedly belonging to Jones in the vicin-
ity of his car.

There is no video evidence because Raja’s vehicle 
had no dash-cam, and Palm Beach Gardens police 
don’t wear body cameras

Because of that, we don’t readily know what, if 
anything, was said between Raja and Jones. Does 
“confronted” mean Jones approached Raja’s vehicle? 
Did Raja immediately identify himself as a police 
officer? If Jones was spooked — as any of us would 
have been in that situation — what did Raja do to try 
calm things down? Did Raja follow Gardens police 
policy and procedure, if there is any, for that type of 
situation?

These are questions that still exist after Palm Beach 
Gardens Police Chief Stephen Stepp finally relented 
to outside pressure, and held a news conference on 
Tuesday — nearly three days after the incident. The 
biggest takeaways being: he couldn’t say much be-
cause there is an independent investigation going on; 
and the agency had not made “direct contact” with 
Jones’ family.

The “independent investigation” is being done 
by the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office, which 
is dealing with its own issues regarding deputy-
involved shootings. That provides ample reason for 
the public to be skeptical about one local law-en-
forcement agency’s ability to impartially investigate 
another.

In April, The Palm Beach Post and WPTV News-
Channel 5 looked at more than 250 incidents of 
police officers firing guns in Palm Beach County and 
the Treasure Coast. The shootings killed 86 people 
and wounded 97. Almost all of the shootings, upon 
investigation, were deemed to be just — 97 percent.

That’s why Aronberg possibly stepping up with the 
FDLE probe — if done properly — is encouraging. 
But it is also good that the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice’s Miami office has taken an interest in the case, a 
source told The Post Editorial Board on condition of 
anonymity.

Taking such steps may seem like overkill, but our 
officials should do whatever is necessary to reassure 
the community that any probe is not only “indepen-
dent” but fair, transparent and timely.

We need to get this right.

Editorial: For our community’s sake, 
we need to get this right
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“Judge me by my words and my actions, that our 
only loyalty is to the public,” said Palm Beach Coun-
ty State Attorney Dave Aronberg.

Aronberg, speaking publicly for the first time since 
the shooting death of Corey Jones, told The Post 
Editorial Board Monday that his “commitment is to 
the public. It’s not to an agency; my commitment is 
to the public, and to act independently and fairly.”

But at news conferences, rallies and town hall 
meetings, the public repeatedly questions the state 
attorney’s independence.

This may well be his best opportunity to answer 
those questions.

You see, Corey Jones could have been anyone that 
night. But he wasn’t. He was a 31-year-old black man 
with two jobs and no criminal record. His tragic death 
takes place in the current national environment of 
frustration surrounding police-involved shootings of 
black men — from Tuscon, Ariz. to Ferguson, Mo., to 
North Charleston, S.C.

However, just as significant is palatable frustra-
tion and well-deserved skepticism locally about 
Aronberg’s ability to impartially investigate our 
police agencies, given his history with Sheriff Ric 
Bradshaw’s office. In April, The Palm Beach Post 
and WPTV NewsChannel 5 looked at more than 250 
incidents in which police officers fired guns in Palm 
Beach County and the Treasure Coast. The shootings 
killed 86 people and wounded 97. Almost all of the 
shootings, upon investigation, were deemed to be 
justified — 97 percent.

No officer has been criminally charged in an on-du-
ty shooting in Palm Beach County since 1993. Aron-
berg took office in 2013, and has since faced at least 
20 cases and cleared police in all of them. Among 
the officers he declined to indict was Deputy Adams 
Lin, who shot and paralyzed an unarmed Dontrelle 
Stephens in September of that year, sparking national 
outrage.

Moreover, Bradshaw has inextricably tied him-
self to Aronberg. During a defiant speech at a Police 
Benevolent Association gala over the summer, the 
sheriff made a point of thanking Aronberg, calling 
him “one of those good people who have stood up 
lately and been the person that’s been counted on to 

do the right thing.”
Aronberg insisted Monday on his office’s indepen-

dence. That he and Bradshaw are not joined at the 
hip. He said, for example, that some of the police 
shooting cases were taken to a grand jury but no 
charges were filed.

“We prosecuted a cop — this is just recently, just 
now, for armed sex battery. We’ve done perjury … 
We’ve done domestic battery, theft,” he said. “Since 
I’ve been here, DUI, aggravated battery … official 
misconduct, organized scheme to defraud. These are 
all cases we prosecuted against police officers, show-
ing our independence.”

Yet in the days following Jones’ shooting, state and 
local leaders called that independence into ques-
tion. As early as last Tuesday, the Florida Legislative 
Black Caucus was pushing for FDLE to step in. At 
that time, even Jones’ grieving family was having 
difficulty getting information about the investigation 
into the popular drummer’s death.

By last Thursday’s huge #RallyForAnswers in Palm 
Beach Gardens, speaker after speaker rotated be-
tween pleading for calm in the wake of the shooting, 
demanding transparency and pushing for an “outside” 
agency or prosecutor.

On Friday, Bradshaw announced that the FBI would 
be joining his investigation into what caused Officer 
Nouman Raja to shoot Jones, who was waiting for a 
tow truck around 3 a.m. on Oct. 18 after his car had 
broken down on the southbound exit ramp of I-95 
and PGA Boulevard. We commend Bradshaw for his 
decision.

It’s all the more reason why it was difficult to 
understand why Aronberg appeared to turn a deaf ear 
to the community’s request to let FDLE handle the 
investigation.

His focus, he told the Editorial Board Wednesday, 
has been on the Jones’ family and their needs.

That’s fine, but as state attorney, he answers to all 
1.3 million residents of Palm Beach County. And 
many of them have sounded a clarion call for fairness 
and transparency that will lead to a just outcome — 
regardless of whether that results in charges against 
Raja.

It is Aronberg’s job to assure them of that.

Editorial: Aronberg has chance 
to prove his independence
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They could be bitter. Corey Jones — their son, their 
grandson, their brother, their uncle — is dead now, 
after car trouble left him alone on a dark off-ramp 
in the early morning of Oct. 18 and a police officer 
pulled up in plain clothes and without identification, 
and for reasons not yet explained, fired six shots.

Yet the family does not express bitterness. In inter-
views and in public appearances, they have shown 
us their anguish and confusion and their yearning for 
justice. They have shown their deep sense of loss and 
a deep religious faith. But no anger. No rancor.

They have demanded that the investigation into the 
death of the 31-year-old musician bring answers and 
be transparent. They have urged their supporters to be 
peaceful.

They have said many words to describe the char-
acter of Jones, who was raised in his grandfather’s 
Boynton Beach church, worked at the Delray Beach 
Housing Authority and played drums in a band called 
Future Prezidents. “A very meek person,” his aunt, 
Serena Banks, said.

“The happiest person ever,” said his brother, Clin-
ton Jones Jr., insisting that although Corey carried a 
legally purchased and registered gun for protection, 
he “would not ever, ever, ever, ever, ever” pull a fire-
arm on a police officer.

In most of the recent instances in which black 
males have been killed by police officers — Walter 
Scott, Michael Brown, Tamir Rice — efforts have 
been made to blame the victims amid a climate of po-
larization separating blacks and whites; police from 
the community.

Our community so far has been spared this ugli-
ness. That’s due in part to the reactions of the Palm 
Beach Gardens Police Department, which after an 
initial hesitance to disclose information, opened its 
grounds to a rally for Jones’ supporters; Sheriff Ric 
Bradshaw, who promised a thorough investigation 
and who brought in the FBI; and, better late than 
never, State Attorney Dave Aronberg, who this week 
vowed an impartial and transparent inquiry.

But credit is due mostly to the Jones family, whose 
dignity and poise in the face of incalculable pain 
speak more volumes about the victim’s character than 

any spoken tributes.
It has been impossible to resist empathizing with 

Jones’ grandfather, Bishop Sylvester Banks Sr., of the 
Bible Church of God in Boynton Beach, his strong, 
chiseled face etched in sorrow.

“You who are out there who is a grandparent, I wish 
you could feel … our grief for what we are going 
through,” he told an impromptu news conference. 
“The thing which happened to him, I can’t explain it, 
I can’t understand it, but by the help of God and our 
friends and loved ones, please feel us. We need your 
help in such a time as this.”

Repeatedly, family members have rejected casting 
Jones’ death as a racial issue — even though aca-
demic studies and sad experience show that police 
officers, in making snap judgments, frequently view 
black people as more threatening than whites.

“This is not a black thing,” said Clinton Jones Jr., 
noting that his own wife is white. “No disrespect 
about Black Lives Matter, (but) all lives matter. And 
my brother had plenty of friends — white friends, 
Asian friends, it didn’t matter.”

That message of inclusion has not gone down well 
with many who are trying to point out the particular 
vulnerability being felt by black men and women in 
today’s society. We, too, believe that black lives — 
and deaths — have been taken for granted for far too 
long across America.

In this case, however, downplaying the racial 
aspects of the case (the police officer, Nouman Raja, 
is of Pakistani descent) has served to keep the focus 
on the most important issues: finding out exactly 
what happened at that 3 a.m. encounter, determining 
whether the officer was justified in firing his weapon, 
ensuring that the inquiry is as objective as possible 
and plainly laying out the facts for all to see.

Twenty-three years ago, when Los Angeles erupted 
in riots after four police officers were acquitted of 
charges relating to excessive force in the beating of a 
speeding driver named Rodney King, King asked the 
plaintive question: “Can we all get along?”

The answer, for all of America, is still to be decid-
ed. But the Jones family is showing us that the pos-
sibility is there.

Editorial: Jones family’s dignity 
a model for community
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November 13, 2015

A plainclothes law enforcement officer in an un-
marked car approaches your disabled vehicle at 3 in 
the morning. Within seconds, you are shot dead.

There’s something agonizingly wrong with that 
devastating picture of Corey Jones’ last moments. 
It’s the latest in too long a line of troubling deaths of 
African-American men by police action, from Fergu-
son, Mo., to Baltimore and New York, and now Palm 
Beach Gardens.

Yet one thing that should be understood is that 
police body cameras, for which many are advocat-
ing, and this newspaper supports, by definition aren’t 
worn by undercover officers. They wouldn’t have 
helped in Corey Jones’ case.

What could help, however — and indeed is criti-
cally needed — are policies and protocols specify-
ing how police on duty, yet out of uniform, should 
conduct themselves at traffic stops. Protocols for 
undercover officers vary by department, but there 
are basics of engaging with the public that should be 
standard. First and foremost, an officer needs to im-
mediately identify him or herself.

Lawmakers, clergy and community members 
understandably have increased the calls for the body 
cameras, which already were echoing nationally, fol-
lowing the Oct. 18 killing of Jones.

In lieu of no apparent video evidence of the inci-
dent — even from nearby hotel security or highway 
traffic cameras — their frustration is also under-
standable. It still is incomprehensible that the Delray 
Beach Housing Authority employee, and beloved 
drummer for his church and local bands, was shot 
by undercover Palm Beach Gardens Police Officer 
Nouman Raja at the Interstate 95 exit ramp onto PGA 
Boulevard. Raja’s firing was announced by the police 
department on Thursday.

While many facts reported thus far are disturbing, 
the case is rife with even more disturbing questions.

Records show Jones had calmly been on the phone 
for help, and simply was waiting for a tow truck, after 
his Hyundai Santa Fe broke down on his way home 
from a Jupiter gig. A bandmate who went to help 
says before he left they even pushed the car beneath a 
street light for better visibility and safety while Jones 
waited.

Photos of the scene, however, show that Raja, who 
reportedly drove the wrong way up the off-ramp, ap-
pears to have parked his unmarked white van to block 
Jones’ vehicle, indicating an aggressive attitude from 
the start.

By what authority, furthermore, was Raja, who was 
conducting burglary surveillance nearby, even on the 

scene? Out of uniform and wearing jeans, a T-shirt 
and a baseball cap, should he even have approached 
Jones’ SUV? Sound policy would have required that 
he instead call for uniformed backup.

Did Raja ever display a badge or identify himself 
as a police officer, prior to shooting? How is it that 
Jones never fired the gun he had purchased legally, 
just days earlier, for protection, while Raja fired his 
six times?

In short, how would Jones have been able to dis-
tinguish Raja’s behavior from a robbery attempt? 
The myriad questions, and what is known, suggest to 
many that Jones was judged on sight, then tried and 
executed, for being disabled on the road.

Body cameras — if by the very nature of their 
work are not worn by undercover officers — could 
have clarified none of that. In cases involving uni-
formed officers, however, the cameras are a benefit 
to police and public confidence, and should become 
as ubiquitous as police car dashboard cams. Deserv-
ing support, therefore, is the camera legislation being 
brought back for the 2016 session: HB 93 by Rep. 
Shevrin Jones, D-West Park, and SB 418 by Sen. 
Chris Smith, D-Fort Lauderdale.

But that legislation should not be perceived as a fix. 
A knee-jerk call for cameras, with an Inspector Clou-
seau-like thought of declaring the problem solved, is 
far too simplistic. Lawmakers should reach past the 
low-hanging fruit, and require the kind of law en-
forcement protocols, training and financing that could 
have made a lifesaving difference for Corey Jones.

As much as they help, it is not just the cameras to 
which officers should have to answer but the policy.

Editorial: Focus change on police 
protocol, not just body cameras

The Corey Jones Shooting  |

Bishop Thomas Masters, mayor of Riviera Beach, joins Palm 
Beach County Commissioners Priscilla Taylor (center) and Hal 
Valeche (right), seen here addressing #RallyForAnswers for 
Corey Jones on Oct. 22, are among community leaders calling 
for more police body cameras. Lannis Waters/The Palm Beach Post



January 17, 2016

It didn’t take long.
Within the first 48 hours following the tragic shooting 

death of Corey Jones by now-former Palm Beach Gar-
dens Police officer Nouman Raja, came the public cries 
for police body cameras.

Raja, who had stopped to check on what he thought 
was an abandoned vehicle at an Interstate 95 exit ramp, 
was dressed in plain clothes and not wearing a body 
camera. Nor did his unmarked van have a dashcam.

There was understandably some frustration then, on the 
part of the Jones family and local community that there 
was no video evidence of the two men’s deadly confron-
tation around 3 a.m. on Oct. 18. There is only Raja’s 
verbal account as the only living eyewitness.

But as The Post Editorial Board has said from the be-
ginning, the absence of a body camera was not the only 
issue raised by the shooting.

Palm Beach County Sheriff Ric Bradshaw, while not 
commenting specifically on the Jones shooting, said on 
Tuesday that body cameras for officers are great, but he 
doesn’t believe they prevent incidents. “Cameras are go-
ing to take a picture of another bad incident if you don’t 
have three things: good training, good policies and good 
supervision,” he said.

Indeed, the larger question going forward has always 
been, as we said on Oct. 22: “Did Raja follow Gardens 
police policy and procedure, if there is any, for that type 
of situation?”

We still await a definitive answer.
In the meantime, however, we were pleased to see 

Palm Beach County’s congressional delegation follow 
through recently with introducing the aptly named “Co-
rey Jones Act of 2016.” The bill ties millions in federal 
grant money for police agencies to purchase body cam-
eras to those agencies banning plainclothes officers in 
unmarked cars from making routine traffic stops.

“Tragic incidents like the death of Corey Jones can eas-
ily be avoided by prohibiting plainclothes law enforce-
ment officials driving unmarked vehicles from making 
traffic stops. These situations lead to confusion and even 
confrontation,” said Rep. Alcee L. Hastings, D-Delray 
Beach, the bill’s lead sponsor.

And in the five-page bill’s preamble, Hastings ac-
knowledges that Jones “would not have had any reason-
able reason to believe that the person in plainclothes 
driving the unmarked vehicle was a law enforcement 
officer.”

Raja, who was wearing jeans, a T-shirt and baseball 
cap, fired at Jones six times. Jones, who was legally 
armed, never fired his gun.

What Hastings’ bill affirms is that police body cameras, 
for which many are advocating, and this newspaper sup-
ports, by definition aren’t worn by undercover or plain-

Editorial: Legislation right to tie 
body camera funds to police policy
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The county’s congres-
sional delegation has 
drawn up a bill named 
for Jones.

Nouman Raja, former 
officer, was in plain 
clothes when he shot 
Corey Jones.

clothes officers. They wouldn’t have helped in Corey 
Jones’ case.

That’s why it was also heartening to see Palm Beach 
Gardens city leaders not only set aside $262,296 to 
buy body cameras for police officers this year, but im-
mediately strengthen department policies for plain-
clothes police.

By doing so, the city, which has been working with 
community leaders and clergy since the shooting, 
appears to embrace a leadership role in helping to 
prevent one of the most controversial national issues 
in recent years: fatal police shootings, especially of 
young black men.

“We have a leader’s mentality, and I hope that car-
ries onto other cities in Palm Beach County … and all 
the counties in Florida and across the nation, because 
frankly, this is just the beginning,” Palm Beach Gar-
dens Mayor Eric Jablin said.

We agree. Every police agency in Palm Beach 
County, if they have not already, should review their 
policies and procedures regarding plainclothes and 
undercover officers. Perhaps State Attorney Dave Ar-
onberg’s office, which already works intimately with 
those agencies on officer-involved shootings, should 
consider leading that effort.

Aronberg, who has not shied away from the task of 
“conducting an independent and thorough investiga-
tion” into Jones’ shooting despite community protests, 
may find the process useful with future incidents. And 
the agencies may find it useful when applying for the 
Community Oriented Policing Services grants to buy 
body cameras, as outlined in the “Corey Jones” bill.

Though already assigned to the House Judiciary 
Committee, the bill still has a long road to passage. 
Because it resonates across so many communities 
— Baltimore, Cleveland, Chicago, to name a few — 
it has a chance. Moreover, as Hastings said, “This 
common-sense legislation will help keep both law 
enforcement and the citizens they police safe.”

We can’t do that with body cameras alone.
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