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pages — the liberal Times page and the conservative Free Press page, legacies of the 

predecessor newspapers that merged in 1999.  

 

This past year, the pages have tackled a variety of national, state and local issues. They both 

focused on education because of the poor state of schools in Hamilton County. They’ve 

recognized that not only are children here not being served, but the county school district is not 

producing qualified workers. In fact, a major study highlighted the deficiencies of our public 

education system and the damage being done to our local economy. 

 

Both the Times and Free Press pages have demanded change loudly and continuously. They 

aggressively called out the elected board of education and school administrators for their 

mishandling of an alleged rape of a ninth-grader by his teammates on a school basketball trip. 
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In editorials published Jan. 8, each page decried the silence of the superintendent and the tone 

deafness of the school board. Two days later, the board chairman apologized for a lack of 

transparency in a statement, and on Jan. 11, the superintendent held a news conference to 

explain the ongoing investigation. 

On March 13, both pages called for the resignation of the school district’s superintendent after 

a blistering state report on failed efforts to turn around the poorest-performing schools, despite 

the infusion of millions of additional dollars in state money. A day later, the school 

superintendent resigned. 

After the school board on April 21 selected a man who appeared to be the least qualified of 

three finalists for the interim superintendent position, both pages denounced the board 

members for their poor judgment.  

 

With a local school board election coming this summer and the interim superintendent’s tenure 

in its infancy, both pages will continue to act as watchdogs and advocate for bold change, 

innovation and practices that best serve our students. 

 

 

 



It is time I stop railing at 
politicians and start making 
fun of my family again. The 
focus groups who read my 
column seem to want to hear 
more about my Uncle 
Mac. Everyone but my 
family wants me to talk 
about him.

At the risk of shar-
ing too much, here are 
more reflections on the 
blackest of the herd of 
black sheep in my fam-
ily — that great Ameri-
can, Uncle Mac.

I call him “Drunkle.” He 
drinks a lot, which, along with 
cigarettes, explains his whiskey 
voice. In fact, drinking is an 
integral part of his persona. He 
said he drank so much vodka 
Saturday night that he woke up 
Sunday speaking Russian.

Yet he’s philosophical about 
his drinking. He said excessive 
drinking was like watching soc-
cer or opera: It is its own punish-
ment. To this day, he is the only 
person I have ever seen drinking 
bourbon from a bell pepper.

Uncle Mac is astounded that 
my son drinks these craft beers 
that he considers syrupy, warm, 
stupid and expensive. He drinks 
only Budweiser. He says he likes 
his beer the same way he likes 
his violence: domestic.

He applied for Obamacare, 
and on the form, under “main 
source of income,” he put down 
“Robbing liquor stores.” He was 
accepted but didn’t send in any 

money. He just want-
ed to mess with them. 
When he sees one of 
those baby-changing 
stations in a men’s 
restroom, he calls over 
the manager of the 
place and points out the 
design flaw.

Just to make his 
relatives mad, he is an 

Auburn University fan amid our 
family of all University of Ala-
bama grads. Once, while watch-
ing the ’Bama-Florida game, I 
asked him whom he was rooting 
for. He said, “I hope it ends up 
tied 0-0, with a lot of injuries.”

He always says, “I have two 
favorite songs. One is Elvis’ 
rendition of ‘Dixie,’ the other is 
not.”

To further illustrate his 
enlightened philosophy, he 
is also against gay marriage. 
Uncle Mac is old-fashioned; he 
believes divorce should only be 
between a man and a woman. 
When I asked him how his 
current marriage was going, he 
said, “We took out large insur-
ance policies on each other. 
Now it’s just a waiting game.”

I’m not saying Uncle Mac is 
immature, but he once cussed 
out a 14-year-old. He is equal 
parts child and intellectual 
— the latter being more in a 
W.C. Fields genre. He is the 
one family member whom all 
the kids crowd around during 
family reunions to be told 
about life’s unvarnished real-
ities. Listening to my Drunkle 
is sort of like experiencing an 
oral presentation of writings 
on a bathroom wall. I remem-
ber every one of them.

I spent the years from age 12 
to 16 wondering what he meant 
when he came back from the 
Army saying he was so pent-
up. I finally understood what 
he meant about the time I got 
a Farrah Fawcett poster for my 
room.

For years, my uncle dated 
ugly women — ones who 
couldn’t get any action even 
if they were the only cocktail 
waitresses on an oil rig. He said 
of one date that she looked like 
she ran a 100-yard dash in a 
90-yard gym. That was the kind 
of romantic prose that made 
him a babe-repellent.

Yet he felt compelled to 
have “the talk” with my son. I 
had to remind him twice that a 
sex talk with a young boy need 
not involve price and the proper 

amount to tip.
My Drunkle is one of the 

great characters of all time, a true 
slice of Americana. He worked 
in construction, as a sheet-met-
al worker, and at a plant. He’s 
kind of the Ryan Seacrest of 
Locust Fork, Ala. He is one of 
the blue-collar guys who will 
support Donald Trump because 
illegal immigrants have undercut 
his wages for years.

He said of the San Bernardi-
no terrorist shootings, “Ron, if 
it could happen in California, 
it could happen in the USA.” 
And he always says, “Son, I was 
around for the Reagan admin-
istration, so I know how things 
are supposed to be done.”

Contact Ron Hart at 
Ron@RonaldHart.com or  
@RonaldHart on Twitter.
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BIBLE 
WISDOM
ephesians 5:1-2 NiV Follow 
God’s example, therefore, as 
dearly loved children and walk 
in the way of love, just as christ 
loved us and gave himself up 
for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God.

EDITORIAL

OregOn and the 
prOblem with 
misdiagnOsed 

‘terrOrism’
You’re probably now familiar with the 

name Ammon Bundy, the “militia” leader 
whose team of “patriots” has holed up for 
the past week in rural Oregon’s Malheur 
National Wildlife Refuge.

Bundy and crew have simultaneously 
protested two circumstances. The first is 
specific: the overly harsh punishment of 
ranchers Steven and Dwight Hammond, 
who set planned fires on their private 
property that accidentally spread to govern-
ment-owned land. The second is general: 
a too-powerful federal presence that is, 

to many across Western 
states, making life intensely 
difficult for people whose 
livelihood is derived from 
the land.

As word spread that 
an armed contingent of 
self-styled militiamen took 
control of the wildlife refuge 
headquarters Saturday, news 
wires and social media lit up 

with loosely concocted accounts of events. 
If you didn’t know better, you’d have thought 
a battalion of fighters, armed to the teeth, 
stormed a government building and were 
pining for a shootout with the law. Hence 
the sensationalized hashtag, #OregonUnder-
Attack.

Though that does make for a captivat-
ing story, the situation has been much less 
dramatic. The building is remote and was 
unmanned, and the posse is so hard core 
that members took to Facebook recently to 
ask supporters to send “snacks.” The siege of 
Fort Ticonderoga this was not.

While I can’t say I approve of Team Bun-
dy’s tactics, I do find one insult hurled at 
them to be especially troubling: calling them 
“terrorists.”

In the not-too-distant past, there seemed 
to be national consensus about who terrorists 
are and what actions earn that title. However, 
in the years since 9/11 the term’s definition 
has become extremely muddied, and its 
subjective use now covers a wide range of 
activities; civil disobedience in the case of the 
Bundy saga.

Words have immense power, and when 
misapplied they can have colossal — often 
negative — consequences. The ironic thing 
about the Oregon fuss is that there’s a good 
chance it wouldn’t be happening had the 
federal government not opportunistically 
misused the word “terrorist” when prosecut-
ing Steven and Dwight Hammond.

In short, the two set strategic fires on 
their own land — a common practice by 
large landholders — one in 2001 and the 
other in 2006. They lost control of the first, 
and it spread onto roughly 139 acres of fed-
eral property, causing less than an estimated 
$100 of damage. The second took out a sin-
gle acre of Uncle Sam’s Oregon backyard.

Here’s where things got dicey for the 
Hammonds.

The government hit them with a 
19-count indictment, including charges 
under the Federal Antiterrorism and Effec-
tive Death Penalty Act, which includes a 
mandatory five years in prison for anyone 
who “maliciously damages or destroys, or 
attempts to damage or destroy, by means of 
fire or an explosive, any building, vehicle, 
or other personal or real property … owned 
or possessed by, or leased to, the United 
States.”

After a lower court ruled more lenient-
ly against the Hammonds, the federal 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals ordered them to 
serve full prison terms. Oh, and did I men-
tion that at the time of the resentencing the 
Hammonds were scratching ends together 
to make payments on a civil settlement with 
the federal government? According to the 
National Review, nonpayment on the set-
tlement would give “the government right 
of first refusal to purchase their property 
(neighboring the Malheur National Wildlife 
Refuge) if they couldn’t scrape together the 
money.”

Do you see the scheme?
Yes, misusing the word “terrorist” can 

desensitize us to its true meaning — which 
is bad enough — but it can also lead, when 
shrewdly applied, to the legal theft of private 
property. Government and citizens alike 
should strive to use it in its proper context.

Contact David Allen Martin at davidal-
lenmartin423@gmail.com and follow him 
on Twitter @DMart423.

the uncle yOur parents warned yOu abOut

Ron Hart
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public needed reassurance
it didn’t get

Scores of people came to the meeting of the Hamilton County 
Board of Education on Wednesday night because they wanted 
reassurance.

They wanted to hear from their school superintendent and their 
elected leaders everything they could legally say about an incident 
involving a freshman Ooltewah High School basketball player 
reportedly raped on a basketball trip last month.

They wanted to know what we want to know: If the school board 
and administration are reviewing policies and procedures about 
hazing, abuse, harassment and the like. They wanted to know if 
their children are safe at school, in the locker room, on a field trip 
or band competition. They wanted to know what can the school 
board do? What can the superintendent do? What can the Tennes-
see Secondary Schools Athletic Association do?

Those who came to the meeting at the school district headquar-
ters off Bonny Oaks Drive wanted to hear from their representatives 
that the reported rape and assault was an isolated incident, not part 
of a culture they would have to worry about in other schools.

They were, in other words, just being parents.
What they heard was less than satisfying.
What they got was a brief prepared statement by Board of Edu-

cation Chairman Jonathan Welch, saying “the public is looking for 
answers and, unfortunately, we won’t have any tonight.”

He admited the board has “a responsibility to the public … to see 
the superintendent runs the system in an effective manner and that 
the system is run in a manner that instills confidence in the system. 
Unfortunately, in the last two weeks, that has not occurred.”

The public, Welch said, “has been left with the impression that 
we on this board seem to not be aware or not truly concerned with 
the serious nature of the events that occurred with the Ooltewah 
basketball team.”

Of course, he said, the board is concerned.
We do believe everyone involved is concerned, which is why 

what was left unsaid at the meeting was so telling.
It was all over in four minutes.
The public wasn’t looking for answers. Concerned citizens 

wanted to leave the building with confidence they knew every 
step that could be taken was being taken to prevent this type of 
behavior from ever happening again. They wanted to feel like their 
presence mattered.

They left wanting.
Schools Superintendent Rick Smith addressed the incident 

briefly in a hastily called session in front of the public and media 
that had arrived and may have broken the Sunshine Law by doing 
so, having not announced that meeting beforehand.

“Because this is an ongoing investigation,” the superintendent 
said, his back to the audience, “I’m extremely limited in what I can 
say or communicate publicly. But I do want everyone to know how 

heartbroke (sic) I am personally about this.”
Smith also announced he canceled the rest of the team’s season, 

a fact that had become public knowledge hours before.
That short meeting was adjourned, then the board went into 

private executive session with its attorney, and then the announced 
public meeting — all four minutes of it — was held.

Welch or Smith could have said far more during the public meet-
ing without violating a gag order placed only on those charged in 
connection with the reported crime. They could have talked about 
prevention, school culture, sports culture, how to help students 
ask for help, how to help parents and students understand what is 
acceptable behavior and what isn’t.

Welch referenced concerns about a perceived “cover-up,” “a 
scapegoat,” “lack of confidence in our system” and the “ability to 
effectively manage this situation” in his brief remarks, and said the 
school board must ask itself “what could have been done differently 
or better.”

What should have been done differently Wednesday night was 
for the board and for Smith to give details — short of those involv-
ing the investigation — to reassure all of us that they would get to 
the bottom of the situation and that the students with whom they 
are daily entrusted would be safe.

The issue uppermost in the minds of the superintendent and the 
school board — after the safety of those who were hurt — should 
have been reassurance of the public.

Instead, what the public witnessed and what the public at large 
has observed over the last few weeks is a colossal communication 
nightmare.

Staff Photo By tim BarBer

A Hamilton County sheriff’s deputy, left, escorts Hamilton County 
Schools Superintendent Rick Smith to his car after the Board of 
Education meeting Wednesday night.
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Guns, Tears and republicans
President Barack Obama 

shed tears Tuesday as he called 
for new gun safety measures, 
and some critics perceived 
weakness or wimpishness. Real-
ly? On the contrary, we should all 
be in tears that 225,000 
Americans have already 
died of gun violence in 
his seven years in office.

The shame is not a 
president weeping a bit, 
but that he has not been 
able to prevent roughly 
as many people dying 
from guns in America 
on his watch as have 
been killed in the Syr-
ian civil war (where estimates 
range from fewer than 200,000 
to more than 300,000). Yes, the 
U.S. gun toll includes suicides 
and, yes, Syria is a smaller coun-
try, but it’s worth a cry that 
a “peaceful” America during 
Obama’s tenure has lost roughly 
as many lives to gunfire as Syria 
has in civil war.

Ted Cruz responded to the 
president’s executive actions 
with a Web page showing a 
scowling Obama in a helmet, 
looking like a jackbooted thug 
staging a home invasion, with 
the warning, “Obama wants 
your guns.” Chris Christie pro-

tested that Obama was behaving 
like a “petulant child.” Jeb Bush 
decried Obama’s “gun-grabbing 
agenda.” Donald Trump warned 
that Obama was moving toward 
banning guns. The upshot of 

all this scaremongering 
will be more Americans 
rushing out to buy fire-
arms.

Look, let’s acknowl-
edge that liberals have 
not handled gun issues 
well over the years. Lib-
erals often antagonize 
gun owners by coming 
across as patronizing or 
insulting — as well as 

spectacularly unknowledgeable 
about the guns they seek to reg-
ulate. But on the basic question 
of whether more guns create 
more safety or more risk, the 
evidence seems clear: Most gun 
owners use firearms responsi-
bly, but with more guns there are 
more tragedies.

Exclude guns and the U.S. 
has a rate for many violent 
crimes similar to that of other 
rich countries. But because we 
have 300 million guns sloshing 
around, some in the hands of 
high-risk individuals, we have a 
gun homicide rate that is about 
20 times that of Australia (which 

cracked down on guns after a 
mass shooting there).

Gun advocates say criminals 
will always have guns, so regu-
lations make no difference. But 
increasingly we have evidence 
that this is wrong.

The states with the most 
restrictive gun laws have the 
lowest gun death rates (includ-
ing suicides). Take Massachu-
setts and New York, which have 
some of the tightest gun restric-
tions in America; they have three 
or four gun deaths per 100,000 
inhabitants per year. At the other 
extreme, two of the states with 
the most permissive gun regula-
tions are Alaska and Louisiana, 
and both have gun death rates 
about five times as high: more 
than 19 per 100,000 inhabitants.

Republican presidential can-
didates should look at the nat-
ural experiment that occurred 
when Missouri eased restric-
tions on buying handguns. The 
result was a 25 percent rise in the 
firearm homicide rate, accord-
ing to a study in the Journal of 
Urban Health.

In contrast, Connecticut 
tightened regulations on buying 
handguns, and gun homicides 
there fell by 40 percent, accord-
ing to the American Journal of 

Public Health.
This is not to say that regula-

tions always work, or that fixing 
the problem is simple. We need 
an evidence-driven public health 
approach, modeled on our highly 
successful regulation of cars to 
reduce auto deaths. That’s the 
approach the Obama executive 
actions pursue. Republicans have 
said for years that we should 
focus on enforcing existing laws. 
That’s what Obama is doing.

There’s no magic wand to 
solve gun violence in America, 
but neither is it immutable fate 
that 32,000 Americans die from 
firearms each year. We know 
from the experience of states like 
Connecticut and Missouri that 
sensible regulations save lives.

The Republican presidential 
candidates are on the wrong 
side of history here. While even 
Republican voters overwhelm-
ingly say in polls that they favor 
sensible steps like universal 
background checks, the Repub-
lican candidates are politicizing 
what should be a public health 
issue, and they are scaring 
Americans into buying more 
guns, which magnifies the prob-
lem and causes more carnage.

New York Times News Service

Nicholas  
Kristoff
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iT’s sTaTe of  
The union Time
WASHINGTON — Resign your-

selves. It’s time for POTUS to give 
the SOTU address. I know. I know. It 
seems as though it just happened yes-
terday. But it has been a year.

This is the constitutionally man-
dated occasion when the president 
assesses the condition of the nation 
for us.

It is sort of like the Oscars: You 
feel guilty because you don’t really 
care (you haven’t watched most, if 
any, of the movies); you know it is a 
big deal (but it is so long); you know 
exactly what the formula is; you feel 
as though you must watch because 
something might happen. Obama 
will be making his last official SOTU 
speech Tuesday and you just know he 

is going to proclaim, 
“My fellow Americans. 
The state of the union 
is strong.” What else 
can he say? “Things 
are not great; Donald 
Trump is a menace; 
Hillary Clinton will 
probably hang my por-
trait in the basement; I 
have no idea how I am 
going to get through 

the next 12 months.” No way.
The real news, so far, is that 

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley 
was picked to rebut the president. 
The rebuttal (aka the GOP kick-
in-the-shins response to the presi-
dent) is a relatively new idea, born 
of cable TV and the idea that it is 
un-American to listen to the pres-
ident of the United States without 
hearing his political opponents 
deride him for a half hour.

Bobby Jindal, Louisiana’s gover-
nor, gave the rebuttal in 2009 but was 
widely panned for a sing-song style 
and sophomoric ideas. But he couldn’t 
let it go. Last year Jindal tweeted 
before Obama spoke, writing, “I’ll 
save you 45 mins. Obama will decry 
Republicans, beat up on private busi-
ness and argue for more ‘free stuff.’ 
Your welcome.” Bad grammar. Bad 
idea. Jindal ran for president in 2015 
but got no traction and pulled out: 
“Not my time.”

Marco Rubio’s rebuttal was late-
night-comics’ fodder for ages after he 
sidled left to take a drink of water, all 
but disappearing from the TV screen. 
He is battling tooth and nail for third 
place in Iowa and New Hampshire.

So there’s a curse in responding to 
a SOTU. But Nikki Haley! In case you 
haven’t heard, she is going to be the 
GOP vice presidential candidate. Who-
ever the GOP presidential candidate 
is. Cable news has decreed it because, 
one, she’s an attractive female; and 
two, she impressed everyone with 
her handling of the aftermath of the 
Charleston church shootings and her 
decision to remove the Confederate 
battle flag from statehouse grounds. 
Honest! A Republican did that!

We’ll see Vice President Joe Biden 
applaud like crazy at Obama’s finely 
crafted oratory and Democrats pop 
up like robots to signal their excite-
ment, while House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, the bearded one, makes disdain-
ful grimaces and Republicans sit on 
their hands.

This year Obama will tout job 
growth, the expanding economy, 
shrinking deficits, bustling industry and 
booming energy production. Again.

He will plead, again, for effective 
gun control, combatting climate 
change, restoring the middle class, 
closing Guantanamo, destroying 
the Islamic State, bringing civili-
ty to politics, paid sick leave and 
maternity leave, free community col-
lege, improving health care and job 
training for veterans, trade pacts to 
sell more U.S. goods abroad, more 
research and development, an over-
hauled tax code, stronger diplomacy, 
a renewed commitment to justice 
and an end to overt racism, and fix-
ing the broken immigration system. 
He will ask God to bless this great 
country we love.

It will be a good, if lengthy, speech. 
But Obama will step down from 
the podium as a lame duck, and the 
endless presidential primary games 
instantly will begin again.

Don’t forget the popcorn.
Tribune Content Agency

school and counTy leaders  
musT lead, noT hide

It has taken two weeks for officials of Ooltewah High School and 
the Hamilton County Board of Education to take action after the Dec. 
22 reported rape of a basketball player with a pool cue. And it has 
been two weeks too long.

The 15-year-old victim reportedly has told investigators that 
three other boys were abused and that “beatings ” were something 
done “on a regular basis” in the locker room as a hazing “ritual for 
freshmen” One of the three older players who assaulted the victim 
also video recorded the incident, 
according to his aunt, who will 
not be identified by the Times 
Free Press to protect the victim”s 
identity.

Three Ooltewah players 
were charged with aggravated 
rape and aggravated assault by 
Gatlinburg Police — Gatlinburg 
because that’s where the team 
was, with coaches and chaper-
ones, to play in a tournament.

But as tragic as this incident 
has been — the victim had to 
have surgery for a ruptured colon 
and bladder — local school offi-
cials are compounding it with 
what can only be described as a 
total failure of public communi-
cation and accountability.

For an entire two weeks, school system administration offi-
cials have — outrageously — made no statement of reassurance 
or mea culpa or even asserted a plan for the future to reexamine 
the existing school policies about hazing — the ones that clearly 
failed here. Instead they are hiding behind “ongoing investigation” 
excuses.

Certainly it is understandable that school and county officials 
don’t talk about the incident itself, or the investigation of it, or about 
the three older players who were dropped from the team.

But it’s unforgivable that our county and school officials haven’t 
made a timely public statement about policy and responsibility to 
students, parents, residents and taxpayers — some of whom had 
called for the cancellation of the basketball season for the team, as 
well as a separate independent investigation and the suspension of 
the coaches who were in charge of the team during the tournament 
trip.

Finally on Wednesday, multiple sources — the grapevine, not 
school officials — confirmed to the Times Free Press that Ooltewah 
High School’s boys basketball season was canceled during a meeting 
with the team in the school’s cafeteria at 2 p.m. that day. That was 
also the same day the students returned to school after the holiday 
break.

There is still no word about the coaches, who we think should 

resign. And still no word about a policy review.
In that information vacuum from school administrators and 

county leaders, however, Chattanooga Mayor Andy Berke earlier 
this week issued a directive to the Chattanooga Youth and Family 
Development Department to proactively address any potential 
for hazing within the city’s facilities. Berke said the directive was 
specifically in response to the reported rape of the Ooltewah High 
School freshman.

“From the horrific incident 
currently in the news to conver-
sations with multiple members 
of the Mayor’s Youth Council, we 
understand this is a serious issue 
and we must reassure both vic-
tims and offenders that hazing is 
unacceptable in our community,” 
Berke said in the statement.

Berke directed the Depart-
ment of Youth and Family Devel-
opment to review all procedures 
and policies “with an eye toward 
prohibiting hazing and bullying 
of any kind.” He also called for 
training to take place for all staff 
working with students in centers 
across the city to ensure employ-
ees can recognize and quickly 

address hazing.
What part of leadership like this do our leaders at the school 

board, Central Office and County Commission not comprehend?
Certainly too much shouldn’t be said about the specific Dec. 

22 incident as the criminal investigation continues. But that is no 
excuse for the total stonewalling school officials exhibited in their 
first public board meeting since then.

While a standing-room-only crowd of parents and students wait-
ed in the school board meeting room, board members met privately 
with their attorney. And when the public portion of the meeting 
began, it lasted only moments.

“The public is looking for answers, and we won’t have any 
tonight,” school board Chairman Jonathan Welch told the crowd. 
He said he welcomed local law enforcement’s investigation and all 
questions must go to the school board attorney, the county’s District 
Attorney or the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office.

The meeting was then adjourned — in under four minutes.
Earlier Wednesday, Welch had called the incident “tragic, for lack 

of a better word.” He added: “The board has to make sure the public 
knows we ensure students’ safety. And we as a board must find a way 
to restore public trust and confidence.”

It will be a long climb, and county officials have made a poor, 
poor start.

This is completely unacceptable.

Staff photo by tim barber 

A large crowd waits for answers at the school board meeting room 
Wednesday.

Ann  
McFeatters



WASHINGTON — Bernie 
Sanders is the most successful 
Jewish candidate for the pres-
idency ever. It’s a rare sign of 

the health of 
our republic 
that no one 
seems to much 
care or even 
notice. Least 
of all, Sanders 
himself. Which 
p r o m p t e d 
Anderson Coo-
per in a recent 
Democrat ic 

debate to ask Sanders whether 
he was intentionally keeping his 
Judaism under wraps.

“No,” answered Sanders: 
“I am very proud to be Jew-
ish.” He then explained that 
the Holocaust had wiped out 
his father’s family. And that he 
remembered as a child seeing 
neighbors with concentration 
camp numbers tattooed on 
their arms. Being Jewish, he 
declared, “is an essential part 
of who I am as a human being.”

A fascinating answer, irrele-
vant to presidential politics but 
quite revealing about the state of 
Jewish identity in contemporary 
America.

Think about it. There are 
several alternate ways American 
Jews commonly explain the role 
Judaism plays in their lives.

(1) Practice: Judaism as 
embedded in their life through 
religious practice or the trans-
mission of Jewish culture by 
way of teaching or scholarship. 

Think Joe Lieberman or the 
neighborhood rabbi.

(2) Tikkun: Seeing Judaism 
as an expression of the prophet-
ic ideal of social justice. Love 
thy neighbor, clothe the naked, 
walk with God, beat swords 
into plowshares. As ritual and 
practice have fallen away over 
the generations, this has become 
the core identity of liberal Juda-
ism. Its central mission is noth-
ing less than to repair the world 
(“Tikkun olam”).

Which, incidentally, is the 
answer to the perennial ques-
tion, “Why is it that Jews vote 
overwhelmingly Democratic?” 
Because, for the majority of 
Jews, the social ideals of lib-
eralism are the most tangible 
expressions of their prophetic 
Jewish faith.

When Sanders was asked 
about his Jewish identity, I was 
sure his answer would be some 
variation of Tikkun. On the 
stump, he plays the Old Testa-
ment prophet railing against the 
powerful and denouncing their 
treatment of the widow and the 
orphan. Yet Sanders gave an 
entirely different answer.

(3) The Holocaust. What a 
strange reply — yet it doesn’t 
seem so to us because it has 
become increasingly common 
for American Jews to locate 
their identity in the Holocaust.

For example, it’s become 
a growing emphasis in Jewish 
pedagogy from the Sunday 
schools to Holocaust studies 
programs in the various uni-

versities. Additionally, Jewish 
organizations organize visits for 
young people to the concentra-
tion camps of Europe.

The memories created are 
indelible. And deeply valuable. 
Indeed, though my own family 
was largely spared, the Holo-
caust forms an ineradicable 
element of my own Jewish con-
sciousness. But I worry about 
the balance. As Jewish practice, 
learning and knowledge dimin-
ish over time, my concern is that 
Holocaust memory is emerging 
as the dominant feature of Jew-
ishness in America.

I worry that a people with 
a 3,000-year history of creative 
genius, enriched by intimate 
relations with every culture 
from Paris to Patagonia, should 
be placing such weight on mar-
tyrdom — and indeed, for this 
generation, martyrdom once 
removed.

I’m not criticizing Sanders. 
I credit him with sincerity and 
authenticity. But it is precisely that 
sincerity and authenticity — and 
the implications for future genera-
tions — that so concern me. Sand-
ers is 74, but I suspect a growing 
number of young Jews would give 
an answer similar to his.

We must of course remain 
dedicated to keeping alive the 
memory and the truth of the 
Holocaust, particularly when 
they are under assault from so 
many quarters. Which is why, 
though I initially opposed hav-
ing a Holocaust museum as the 
sole representation of the Jew-

ish experience in the center of 
Washington, I came to see the 
virtue of having so sacred yet 
vulnerable a legacy placed at 
the monumental core of — and 
thus entrusted to the protection 
of — the most tolerant and open 
nation on earth.

Nonetheless, there must be 
balance. It would be a tragedy 
for American Jews to make the 
Holocaust the principal legacy 
bequeathed to their children. 
After all, the Jewish people are 
living through a miraculous 
age: the rebirth of Jewish sover-
eignty, the revival of Hebrew (a 
cultural resurrection unique in 
human history), the flowering of 
a new Hebraic culture radiating 
throughout the Jewish world.

Memory is sacred, but vic-
timhood cannot be the foun-
dation stone of Jewish identity. 
Traditional Judaism has 613 
commandments. The philoso-
pher Emil Fackenheim famous-
ly said that the 614th is to deny 
Hitler any posthumous victories. 
The reduction of Jewish identi-
ty to victimhood would be one 
such victory. It must not be per-
mitted.

Washington Post Writers Group

Claude Frederic Bastiat (1801-1850) 
— a French classical liberal theorist, 
political economist and member of the 
French National Assembly — wrote 
an influential essay titled “That Which 
Is Seen and That Which Is Not Seen.” 
Bastiat argued that when making laws 
or economic decisions, it is imperative 
that we examine not only what is seen 
but what is unseen. In other words, 
examine the whole picture.

Americans who support tariffs on 
foreign goods could benefit immense-
ly from Bastiat’s admonition. A con-
crete example was the Bush adminis-
tration’s 8 to 30 percent tariffs in 2002 
on several types of imported steel. 
They were levied in an effort to pro-
tect jobs in the ailing U.S. steel indus-
try. Those tariffs caused the domestic 

price for some steel 
products, such as hot-
rolled steel, to rise by 
as much as 40 percent. 
The clear beneficiaries 
of the steel tariffs were 
steel industry execu-
tives and stockholders 
and the 1,700 or so 
steelworkers whose 
jobs were saved. But 

there is no such thing as a free lunch.
A study by the Peterson Institute 

for International Economics, predicted 
that saving those 1,700 jobs in the steel 
industry would cost American con-
sumers $800,000 per job in the form of 
higher prices. That’s just the monetary 
side of the picture. According to a 
study commissioned by the Consum-
ing Industries Trade Action Coalition, 
steel-using industries — such as the 
U.S. auto industry, its suppliers, heavy 
construction equipment manufac-
turers and others — were harmed by 
higher steel prices. It is estimated that 
the steel tariffs caused at least 4,500 
job losses in no fewer than 16 states, 
with more than 19,000 jobs lost in 
California, 16,000 in Texas and about 
10,000 each in Ohio, Michigan and 
Illinois. In other words, industries that 
use steel were forced to pay higher 
prices, causing them to have to raise 
prices on what they produced. As a 
result, they became less competitive in 
both domestic and international mar-
kets and thus had to lay off workers.

Tariff policy beneficiaries are 
always seen, but its victims are mostly 
unseen. Politicians love this. The rea-
son is simple. The beneficiaries know 
for whom to cast their ballots and to 
whom to give campaign contributions. 
Most often, the victims do not know 
whom to blame for their calamity.

Here’s my question to those who 
want to use tariffs to fight cheap 
imports in the name of saving jobs: 
Looking back to 2002, the typical hourly 
wage of a steelworker ranged between 
$15 and $20, in addition to fringe bene-
fits — so we might be talking about an 
annual wage package averaging $50,000 
to $55,000 — how much sense did it 
make for American consumers to have 
to pay $800,000 in higher prices, not to 
mention lost employment in steel-using 
industries, to save each job? It would 
have been cheaper to tax ourselves and 
give each of those 1,700 steelworkers a 
$100,000 annual check. Doing so would 
have been far less costly to Americans 
than the steel tariffs, but it would have 
been politically impossible. Why? 
The cost of protecting those steel jobs 
would have been apparent and hence 
repulsive to most Americans. Tariffs 
conceal such costs.

When Congress creates a special 
privilege for some Americans, it must 
of necessity come at the expense of 
other Americans. Then Americans 
who are harmed, such as the steel-us-
ing auto industry, descend on Con-
gress asking for some kind of relief for 
themselves. It all reminds me of a pas-
sage in a Negro spiritual play written 
by Marcus Cook Connelly, titled “The 
Green Pastures,” wherein God laments 
to the angel Gabriel, “Every time Ah 
passes a miracle, Ah has to pass fo’ or 
five mo’ to ketch up wid it.” I think 
Congress ought to get out of the mira-
cle business and leave miracle-making 
up to God.
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BiBLE WiSDoM
John 13:34: A new 
commandment i give unto you, 
that ye love one another; as i 
have loved you, that ye also love 
one another.

EDiToRiAL

Charles
Krauthammer

State’S Priority SchoolS reSPonSe
crieS out For new leaderShiP

A withering response from the Tennessee Department of Edu-
cation to Hamilton County Schools over its priority schools plans 
leads one to believe that the district’s current leadership is unable 
to get these struggling schools moving forward.

The first reaction of the state team examining the plans “was 
one of concern.” The January report was issued in response to 
district plans sent to the state in October. Worse, the district’s plan 
“for the 2015-2016 year lacked a comprehensive approach,” and the 
restructuring strategy for 2016-2017 “leaves the review team with 
great pause.”

“The lack of cohesiveness across Priority School plans points 
to an unfocused approach from district leadership,” the report 
stated. “The plans suggest schools are working in silos as opposed 
to working toward a clear vision in coordination with other schools 
in the iZone [innovation zone, which is composed of the county’s 
priority schools].”

District leadership has had the state’s pointed response since 
January. Unbelievably, as of late last week, members of the Board 
of Education had not seen the report.

However, last Tuesday, in a meeting with some members of the 
media, Hamilton County Schools Superintendent Rick Smith said 
repairing his relationships with the school board and the public 
are his priorities in light of the scorn heaped on him following his 
handling of the pool cue rape of an Ooltewah High School basket-
ball player in December. Better communication, he said, will be a 
key to repairing those relationships.

Failing to share a critical report with either the school board or 
the public makes one wonder about that commitment.

The state report examined overall district plans for its five pri-
ority schools, Orchard Knob and Woodmore Elementary schools, 
Dalewood and Orchard Knob Middle schools and Brainerd High 
School, as well as plans for the individual schools.

It noted information already made public — that the percent of 
students scoring at or above proficiency in four of the five priority 
schools either stayed the same or fell in 2015 and that none of the 
five schools scored at or above the level required to remove them 
from the bottom 5 percent of schools across the state in terms of 
academic achievement.

Based on a one-year success rate, nine more schools fell in the 
bottom 10 percent of school performance in the state, the report 
noted.

Other data highlighted in the report indicate that local priority 
schools retain less effective teachers at higher rates than other 
priority schools in the state; that although statewide ACT scores 
increased from 2014 to 2015, ACT scores in Hamilton County and 
in county priority schools decreased over the same time; and that 
chronic absenteeism rates in the local priority schools far exceed 
the state average for all schools.

The report also pointed out the district’s inability to spend part 
— more than $1 million — of a three-year, $10.6 million state School 
Improvement Grant that was awarded to staff priority schools, 
train their principals and teachers, and contract with multiple 
education partners. Three-fourths of the grant money over the 
period is to go directly to the schools.

No superintendent alone can be or should be responsible for 
changing every aspect about the culture of schools and the tra-
jectory of test scores, but a superintendent should be expected to 
offer more than what the report said was an “unfocused approach” 
about changes in the priority schools.

The Chattanooga 2.0 education initiative attempts to point 
out the inability of many local residents, because of a lack of 
proper schooling and training, to latch on to the good-pay-
ing jobs here. Unfortunately, unless these priority schools 
improve, their students likely will be destined to live a life of 
vulnerability.

The state offers specific recommendations for the priority 
schools. It also says the state will begin to explore the option of 
expanding its Achievement School District into Chattanooga to 
encompass the priority schools, and to explore the possibility of 
current charter schools and other local school operators to expand 
to serve those schools.

With this fresh indictment from the state, with the Ooltewah 
High rape case dragging on and with the specter of Smith’s 
requested but rejected buyout, the district — especially with 
renewed attention on the priority schools — needs new energy 
and leadership to move forward.

Walter
Williams

the Seen             
and unSeen

the holocauSt and the JewiSh identity



This is how John Ward described 
killing his first wife.

“I wanted her to give me my divorce 
and custody of my daughter,” he told 
Geraldo Rivera. “And she told me she’d 
see me in hell first. And I told her to 
save me a seat. And then I shot her.”

“… I shot her three times in the upper 
left shoulder,” he said. “She told me not 
to kill her, she would give me the baby 
and a divorce. I fired three times point 

blank into the heart. … 
And I reloaded and I 
shot her six more times, 
point blank.”

Ward did eight years 
in prison for second-de-
gree murder. But there 
is more. One of his 
daughters has said that 
when she was a child, 
he tried to molest her 
and other children. A 

stepdaughter has said that when she 
was a teenager, “I brought a friend of 
mine over, a black girl. He was like, ‘Get 
that damn n—r out of my yard.’”

The point being, that Ward was 
hardly an exemplary human being.

Yet when a Pensacola judge had to 
choose between this steaming hot pile 
of humanity and his estranged sec-
ond wife in deciding custody of their 
adolescent daughter, Cassey, the judge 
sided with him. Given what a piece of 
work this guy was, you might wonder: 
What was it about Mary Ward that was 
so objectionable a court would choose 
him over her?

Simple. Mary was gay. Cassey, said 
the judge, should grow up in “a non-les-
bian world.”

That appalling 1996 ruling is brought 
to mind by news of a new Supreme 
Court decision. Monday, the top court 
unanimously sided with a gay adoptive 
mother fighting her former partner for 
access to their children. The unnamed 
plaintiff filed suit after the couple split 
up and the ex-partner, who is the chil-
dren’s biological mother, refused to let 
her see them. The adoption had orig-
inally been processed in Georgia, but 
the Supreme Court of Alabama, where 
the two women now reside, refused to 
recognize its legitimacy.

In striking down the lower court 
ruling, the Supreme Court offers an 
important affirmation of the parental 
rights of gay men and women. But even 
as you laud it, even as you welcome it, 
your thoughts turn to Mary Ward. And 
not just to her, but all the other men 
and women who lost their children 
because some judge deemed their sex-
uality more important than their per-
sonhood or parental fitness.

Sadly, we’ll never know what Mary’s 
take on this might have been. She died 
of a sudden heart attack the year after 
she lost her child. It’s hard not to sus-
pect grief played some part in that.

Four years ago, a pair of Miami 
Beach filmmakers released “Unfit,” a 
documentary on the case. In writing 
about the film, The Miami Herald’s 
Steve Rothaus reported that Cassey 
ended up bouncing in and out of her 
father’s house for a few years before 
finally moving in for good with her 
older sister Carla, who is a lesbian.

Cassey herself told filmmakers she 
regrets being taken from her mom. “I 
look at my brother and my sisters, and 
how they’re, you know, doing good and 
have all their friends and great jobs and 
homes, and I think if Mom would have 
got to raise me it would be the same 
because they had the love and support 
from Mom. But my dad was country 
and kind of narrow-minded.”

This week, the nation’s highest 
tribunal figured out what Cassey’s nar-
row-minded dad never could — that 
“lesbian mother” is just another word 
for “mother.” One is pleased to see it, 
but one’s pleasure is shadowed by mor-
bid ruminations on the hardiness of 
ignorance, the intransigence of fear and 
the way people’s lives get ground to 
pieces on the gears in between. Twenty 
years after the fact, Mary Ward finally 
finds a rough and imperfect vindica-
tion. This is a good thing, yes.

But you know what they say about 
justice too long delayed.

Miami Herald
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Only Trump Can Trump Trump
Donald Trump is a walking 

political science course. His 
meteoric rise is lesson No. 1 on 
leadership: Most voters do not 

listen through 
t h e i r  e a r s . 
They l isten 
through their 
stomachs. If a 
leader can con-
nect with them 
on a gut level, 
their response 
is: “Don’t both-
er me with the 

details. I trust your instincts.” If 
a leader can’t connect on a gut 
level, he or she can’t show them 
enough particulars. They’ll just 
keep asking, “Can you show me 
the details one more time?”

Trump’s Republican rivals 
keep thinking that if they just 
point out a few more details 
about him, voters will drop The 
Donald and turn to one of them 
instead. But you can’t talk voters 
out of something that they hav-
en’t been talked into.

Many have come to Trump 
out of a gut feeling that this is a 
guy who knows their pain, even 
if he really doesn’t. Many of his 
supporters are those for whom 
Trump’s rallies are their way of 

saying “Can you hear me now?” 
and of sticking it to all the people 
who exploited their pain but left 
them behind, particularly tradi-
tional Republican elites. They are 
not interested in Trump’s details. 
They like his gut.

And no wonder. Those 
Republican elites sold their own 
souls and their party so many 
times to charlatans and plutocrats 
that you wonder when it’s going 
to show up on closeout on eBay.

Normally smart people, 
like Mitt Romney, discarded 
all their best instincts to suck 
up to this ragtag assortment 
of self-appointed Republican 
commissars, each representing 
a different slice of what came 
to be Republican orthodoxy — 
climate change is a hoax; abor-
tion, even in the case of rape or 
incest, is impermissible; even 
common-sense gun laws must 
be opposed, no matter how 
many kids get murdered; taxes 
must always be cut and safety 
nets shrunk, no matter what the 
economic context; Obamacare 
must be destroyed, even though 
it was based on a Republican 
idea; and Iraq was a success 
even though it was a mess.

The cynicism of today’s GOP 

could not have been more vivid-
ly displayed than when Marco 
Rubio, John Kasich (a decent guy) 
and Ted Cruz all declared that 
they would support the party’s 
nominee, even if it was Trump, 
right after telling voters he was 
a con man. No wonder so many 
Republicans are voting for Trump 
on the basis of what they think is 
in his guts. All the other Republi-
can candidates have none.

But even if his support is 
weakening, Democrats take 
Trump lightly at their peril. He is 
still sitting with three aces that he 
hasn’t played yet. They could all 
come out in the general election.

One ace is that if he wins 
the nomination he will have no 
problem moving to the center 
to appeal to independents and 
minorities. He will have no 
problem playing the moderate 
unifier — and plenty of people 
will buy it, saying: “Why not give 
him a chance? He says he can 
make us winners.”

His second ace is that given 
the position he staked out on 
terrorism, if, God forbid, there 
is a major terrorist attack on our 
soil between now and Election 
Day, Trump will reap enormous 
political benefits. Watch out. I’ve 

seen how one well-timed terror-
ist attack tilted an Israeli election.

His third ace is that he will 
indeed go after Hillary Clinton 
in ways you never heard before 
and that will delight and bring 
back a lot of disaffected Repub-
licans, whose hatred of Hillary 
knows no bounds.

But Trump is also holding 
two jokers with those aces. One 
of the lessons I learned cover-
ing the Middle East is that the 
only good thing about extrem-
ists is that they don’t know when 
to stop — and in the end, they 
often do themselves in. See: 
Saddam Hussein.

Trump has already gone plac-
es no candidate ever has, even 
telling us he has a big penis. One 
day he may go too far and sever 
his gut connection with voters. 
Trump’s other joker is that among 
those attracted to his gut are rac-
ists and fascists with a taste for 
violence at his rallies. One day 
they may go too far and do some-
thing so ugly, so brownshirt, it will 
also turn people off to his gut.

In short, only Trump can 
trump Trump. Don’t count on 
it, but don’t count it out.

The New York Times

Thomas 
Friedman

SChOOl leaderShip iS failing   
even wiTh exTra mOney

Hamilton County learned last year that the highly touted iZone 
program — the one that poured millions of dollars over three years 
into each of the bottom 5 percent of schools in five Tennessee school 
districts — worked in several places, but not here.

Students in low-per-
forming schools in 
Davidson, Knox, Jack-
son-Madison and Shel-
by counties were lifted 
by the services that the 
extra money paid for.

But not here.
Here, the percent of 

students scoring at or 
above proficient either 
decreased or remained 
stagnant in four of our 
five iZone schools: 
Brainerd High School, 
Orchard Knob Middle 
School, Orchard Knob 
Elementary and Wood-
more Elementary. The 
fifth, Dalewood Mid-
dle School, saw slight 
improvements.

Were our students 
dumber? No.

Were our extra dol-
lars counterfeit? No.

Was Hamilton Coun-
ty’s plan for using that extra money and the implementation of that 
plan inferior? Yes, according to a Tennessee Department of Education 
analysis and report — a report that Hamilton administrators received 
a month ago, but have not shared with the nine elected members of 
the Board of Education.

The state’s autopsy of Hamilton County’s failure to improve 
teaching and student learning at our schools faults the school 
district’s leadership and lack of focus.

“The plan suggests schools are working in silos as opposed 
working toward a clear vision … A cohesive approach is essential 
… and the review team was left with questions about the structure 
and capacity of district iZone leadership,” the report states.

As for plan implementation, the report states the school district is 
not “equipping and empowering principals to lead and build culture.”

The unforgivable and damning result is that hundreds of chil-
dren who should have been learning actually lost ground in our 
schools.

Along with noting the failing scores, both in the iZone schools 
and systemwide, state analysts said Hamilton’s iZone schools:

› Retained less effective teachers at higher rates than other 
iZones in the state

› Maintained chronic absenteeism far above state average
›  Failed to spend all the grant money during the years the funds 

were awarded.
The report notes that more than $1 million was left over last 

year, and now nearly $5 
million must be spent 
by December.

Does anyone believe 
that rushing to spend 
that $5 million will help 
students catch up on 
what they lost? They’d 
best hurry, as they have 
a lot to learn between 
now and the school 
year’s end and during 
the first three autumn 
months of the coming 
school year.

Embattled Hamilton 
County Schools Super-
intendent Rick Smith is 
embattled for a reason. 
Our school system is 
adrift, and our school 
board is in its own silo — 
sometimes because its 
members choose to be 
and sometimes because 
school administrators 
deliberately leave them 

in the dark. Meanwhile, our County Commission, which funds 33 per-
cent of the school system’s roughly $400 million-a-year budget, acts 
as though a school budget increase (and likely attendant property tax 
increase) are fighting words. And maybe that’s as it should be as long 
as this superintendent and school board are in place.

But what continues to be lost in the finger-pointing are our 
children.

Today, they are the ones who suffer the most because of this 
abortion of responsibility. They likely will carry for their whole 
lives the educational foundation — or lack of one — that we are 
providing. Under federal law, the state could be required to inter-
vene. And why not? Someone needs to do something.

What about tomorrow and the bigger picture? Well that’s anoth-
er story. And it’s a story not just about our children, but also about 
our community.

Every passing day we spend putting off the decision to do what 
we know in our hearts must be done, we ensure that our com-
munity and our city and our county will be less likely to prosper.

Our school system needs new leadership at every level. It also 
needs renewed community commitment — both in dollars and 
partnership.

Staff photo by Robin Rudd 

Sixth-grade reading and language arts teacher Kristen Heath helps Jackie Mabe 
with a writing assignment last August. Dalewood Middle School is the only one of 
five iZone schools in the Hamilton County system that saw improved scores with 
the infusion of millions of dollars.

Leonard
Pitts
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What are political conven-
tions for?

If you’ve ever been to one, 
you might think the purpose 
is for attendees to schmooze, 
drink and drink some more. 
That holds true for both the 

delegates and 
the journalists 
who usually 
o u t n u m b e r 
them by at least 
3-to-1.

But that’s 
not actually 
why political 
conventions 
exist. They’re 

sort of like volunteer fire depart-
ments that almost never get a 
call. It’s not that the firefighters 
don’t want to put out fires, but 
until they’re needed, they’re 
pretty happy to play cards, 
watch movies and eat chili. They 
understand that when the call 
actually comes, the game ends, 
the TV goes off and the boots 
go on.

Originally, conventions were 
partly a technological solution 
to a real problem. Phones didn’t 
exist, and mail was too slow to 
coordinate the desires of the 
party faithful across a whole 
nation. (Also, few negotiators 
want to put all of their bargaining 
positions in writing.) You needed 

lots of face-to-face meetings.
By the 1960s, the telephone 

started to erode this function of 
conventions, as my American 
Enterprise Institute colleague 
Michael Barone has written.

Barone also notes that the 
media took one of the key jobs 
away from party bosses: count-
ing delegates. The first media 
delegate count wasn’t until 1968 
by CBS News.

Not long thereafter, con-
ventions started to resemble 
infomercials. A political party 
throws a surprise party for the 
nominee that isn’t a surprise, 
because the nominee was deter-
mined well before the conven-
tion. In fact, the nominee is actu-
ally the party-planner-in-chief, 
choosing who sings his praises 
and when. The ending is no 
more in doubt than the question 
of whether the Ginsu knife in the 
TV ad will really be able to cut 
through the can.

But the core purpose of con-
ventions never disappeared. It 
just got buried under all of the 
bunting and balloons.

The real goal was to pick a 
nominee who could unify the 
party. That’s it. It wasn’t to pick 
a nominee who could win in 
November. That’s a huge con-
sideration, but it was only one 
(very important) factor in delib-

erations over who should get the 
nomination.

Barry Goldwater didn’t get 
the Republican nomination in 
1964, nor George McGovern the 
Democratic nomination in 1972, 
because they were seen as the 
best candidates to win a general 
election. They got the nomina-
tion because that is who the dele-
gates, informed by voters, wanted 
as their standard-bearers.

Ideally, the candidate who 
satisfies both criteria — speaks 
for us and is most electable — 
is the nominee. But that doesn’t 
always happen.

This is precisely the dilem-
ma the GOP is facing in July. 
Donald Trump may indeed end 
up being the nominee, but he’s 
nowhere close to the most elect-
able candidate the GOP could 
offer, and he’s easily the most 
divisive choice the party could 
make. Ted Cruz is better on both 
scores, but he also has problems 
on both fronts.

John Kasich has a theory that 
he is more electable — and he 
may be right, though I’m uncon-
vinced — but there’s very little 
evidence that many Republicans 
outside of Ohio want him to be 
their champion.

The current debate about the 
GOP nominating process (It’s 
rigged! It’s undemocratic!) is 

largely hogwash. If it’s rigged, it’s 
rigged in favor of the front-run-
ner, which is why Trump’s share 
of delegates is higher than his 
share of votes.

The nominating system was 
set up not as some reality-show 
contest to see who can get the 
most delegates. It was set up to 
see who can unify the party. The 
primary system was introduced 
to give voters the first whack at 
that task. (But they didn’t always 
have the final say: Robert A. Taft 
got more votes than Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1952, but Ike got 
the nomination.)

If Trump fails to get 1,237 del-
egates — still the most likely out-
come — that will mean the voters 
collectively failed to find a unifier.

That failure is the alarm that 
calls the firefighters — i.e., del-
egates — to duty. Whether they 
pick Cruz or Kasich or someone 
else, it will not be some undem-
ocratic “theft.” It will be them 
trying to do their job: unify the 
party. I wish them luck.

Tribune Content Agency
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PurPose of GoP convention: find a Party unifer

Jonah
Goldberg

school Board votes 
to March in Place

Hamilton County school board members decided Thursday 
that, in spite of what you may have heard or believed, things are 
just fine, thank you.

As such, they elected as interim superintendent the man 
most thoroughly tied to the current system of the three can-
didates under consideration, a man who seemed the least pre-
pared of the three they interviewed for about 30 minutes apiece, 
and a man whose answers to their questions were earnest but 
vague.

Dr. Kirk Kelly, who has spent more than 15 years in the Ham-
ilton County Schools central office and had been one of two 
acting co-superintendents, now will serve until a search for a 
permanent superintendent is completed.

But who’s to say the same five board members — three 
retired teachers and the panel’s two black members — won’t 
propose their new interim superintendent, who also is black, 
have the “interim” removed from his name at an upcoming 
meeting?

After all, that’s what the board did in 2012 when it elected 
the recently retired Rick Smith as superintendent.

Either of the other two candidates, Normal Park Museum 
Magnet Principal Jill Levine or retired Marine Col. Shaun 
Sadler, who received two votes apiece from other board mem-
bers, could have served as the change agent the public, business 
leaders, parents and many teachers have said they wanted.

But the five members who voted for Kelly — Joe Galloway, 
Steve Highlander, Karitsa Mosley, George Ricks and David 
Testerman — evidently figured the devil they knew was better 
than the devil they didn’t.

One of those members, Mosley, only moments before the 
vote, spoke as if she understood that the public was seeking 
regime change from the good ol’ boy central office led by Smith, 
who had stumbled badly in his handling of a rape case involving 
an Ooltewah High School basketball player in December.

She hoped the interim superintendent would be someone to 
“change the culture” and “want to do something different,” she 
said. But then she voted for someone as close to the system’s 
current culture as one could get.

It was also Mosley who had asked Kelly, during his interview, 
about a time when he had to think out of the box, or, as she put 
it, “shake up the box.”

Kelly didn’t respond with anything he’d done but instead 
suggested several nebulous things he might do if the body elect-
ed him, like find different ways of professional development, 
bring in the student voice and work closely with the faith-based 
community.

At that point, Ricks began to help him by suggesting things 
the candidate did when he was principal at Alton Park Middle 

School 20 years ago.
Kelly also misfired in answering another one of Mosley’s 

questions about how he could turn around the district’s low-
est-performing schools.

Instead of ideas involving a student’s earliest years, where 
mastery of reading and other skills are most critical, he suggest-
ed high school students have practice ACTs, retake the ACT if 
their scores are low and provide students “resources” so they 
can do better on a second ACT.

Kelly also provided few specifics to a question by Highlander 
on how to change the district’s poor teacher morale.

He would go to each school, he said, listen to the teachers, 
take their input and see what they need.

Neither did Kelly provide much of an answer to Donna 
Horn’s question about resolving the many problems, including 
“blackballing, red-flagging, negative recourse, fear of retaliation, 
special favors, demotions, promotions, the issuance of perfor-
mance improvement plans or any other unnecessary measures,” 
emanating from the very central office of which he is a part.

The central office, Kelly said, needs to be a “culture of help-
ing and support.”

Before the vote, only Galloway and Highlander said why 
they planned to choose Kelly. Galloway said he “answered every 
question,” and Highlander said it was “crunch time” this late in 
the year and his choice was “ready to go.”

Of course, it will be difficult for an interim superintendent 
to visit every school, as he said he’d do, at the district’s “crunch 
time,” but never mind.

Now the body must turn its attention to the search for a new 
superintendent — if it doesn’t abruptly nominate its interim.

According to Chairman Dr. Jonathan Welch, the board can-
not vote on a new superintendent 45 days before or 30 days after 
a school board election, which is Aug. 4. Although it would be 
better to have a new superintendent on the job as soon as pos-
sible since its interim is not the change agent the system needs, 
it’s more important for the board to take its time and effort to 
make sure it selects the right person.

With the Chattanooga 2.0 movement putting a sharper focus 
on the need for a better education system, with the district’s 
most recent abysmal test scores, with a devastating report from 
the state in response to the district’s improvement plans, and 
with a recent report from UnifiEd saying that 83 percent of 
community conversation participants wanted a change agent 
as superintendent, we had hoped the school board might look 
forward in its interim superintendent search rather than march-
ing in place.

But five members of the board seem to like their current 
view.

Reader disturbed                           
by negative report

My concern is the April 7 TFP newspa-
per article by Diaa Hadid, “Risk of collapse 
at Jesus’ tomb unites rival Christians.”

This article looks very depressing 
to me and may be offensive to different 
Christians. Looks like the lady who wrote 
it doesn’t care about Jesus’ tomb; there is 
so much negativity in every passage.

But my question is, why do stories by 
people like her appear in our newspaper 
— why do we have to read this?

Mikhail Vassiliev

Century Cures Act  
dangerous for U.S.

U.S. House bill 6, the 21st Century 
Cures Act, has passed and is with the 
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions Committee (HELP).

It would eliminate the requirement 
for clinical trials for all drugs, including 
psychiatric drugs; would relax the man-
date of clinical trials for medical devices, 
including the ECT machine; would relax 
the laws for off-marketing of drugs; 
would waive informed consent for testing 
medical devices on human subjects.

The drug companies would love such 
a weakening of protection for consum-
ers, which would increase their massive 
profits. Robert Whitaker demonstrated 
how the drug companies have produced, 
by their drugs, the mental illness crisis 
today. His book “Anatomy of an Epidem-
ic: Magic Bullets, Psychiatric Drugs, and 
the Astonishing Rise of Mental Illness in 
America” proves how the drug companies 
have had little control by the FDA. This 
legislation would open the floodgate for 
unrestricted drugs. People in many other 
countries have little protection as com-
pared to the United States, but this legis-
lation will make our drugs less safe than 
theirs. Contact the chairman of the Senate 
HELP committee, Lamar Alexander (202-
224-4944 or Alexander.senate.gov/public/
index.cfm/contact), to stop this bill.

Joe Wilser

McCormick called ‘poster 
boy’ for state dysfunction

State Rep. Gerald McCormick is the 
poster boy for legislative dysfunction. He 
needs a refresher course in civics. In a 
representative democracy, constituents 
can disagree with and take action to 
oppose their representative. The Cham-
ber of Commerce and Chattanooga city 
government have every right to oppose 
McCormick’s “bathroom bill.”

When he threatens to make a list of 
those on “corporate welfare,” I suggest 
he start the list with the members of the 
American Legislative Exchange Council 
of which he is a member. Their mem-
bership includes giant multinational 
corporations like Exxon, Koch Industries, 
AT&T, Pfizer, etc. This group preys on 
state legislators who are not very bright 
and can be manipulated by their exagger-
ated sense of self-importance.

Even though the vast majority of Ten-
nesseans support Gov. Haslam’s expan-
sion of Medicaid, McCormick has played 
lackey for the A.L.E.C. pledge to block 
expansion of Obamacare. He doesn’t 
care that those 280,000 citizens have no 
access to health care as long as he can 
collect his perks from A.L.E.C.

Terry Stulce
Ooltewah



The Treasury Department 
picked an interesting moment 
to announce a revision in its 
plans to change the faces on 
America’s money. Plans to 
boot Alexander Hamilton off 

the $10 bil l 
in favor of a 
woman have 
been shelved. 
Instead, Har-
riet Tubman 
— one of the 
most heroic 
figures in the 
history of our 
nation, or any 

nation — will move onto the 
face of the $20 bill.

Let me talk about how glad 
I am to see Hamilton retain 
his well-deserved honor. And 
I’m not alone among econo-
mists in my admiration for 
our first Treasury secretary. 
In fact, Stephen S. Cohen and 
J. Bradford DeLong have an 
excellent new book, “Con-
crete Economics,” arguing 
that Hamilton was the true 
father of the U.S. economy.

I have read Hamilton’s 
pathbreaking economic pol-
icy manifestoes, in particular 
his 1790 “First Report on the 
Public Credit,” a document 
that remains amazingly rele-
vant today.

In that report, Hamilton 

proposed that the federal gov-
ernment assume and honor 
all of the debts individual 
states had run up during the 
Revolutionary War, imposing 
new tariffs on imported goods 
to raise the needed revenue.

It’s interesting to ask how 
such a proposal would be 
received today.

On the left, it would sure-
ly be denounced as a bailout 
— a giveaway to speculators 
who had purchased deval-
ued debt for pennies on the 
dollar, and would reap large 
capital gains. Indeed, a fair 
bit of the report is devoted 
to explaining why trying to 
prevent such windfall gains, 
via “discrimination between 
the different classes of cred-
itors,” would be impractical 
and unwise.

Meanwhile, on the right — 
well, Hamilton was calling for 
a tax increase, which modern 
conservatives oppose under 
any and all circumstances.

Why did Hamilton want 
to take on those state debts? 
Partly to establish a national 
reputation as a reliable bor-
rower, so that funds could be 
raised cheaply in the future. 
Partly, also, to give wealthy, 
influential investors a stake in 
the new federal government, 
thereby creating a powerful 

pro-federal constituency.
Beyond that, however, 

Hamilton argued that the 
existence of a significant, 
indeed fairly large national 
debt would be good for busi-
ness. Why? Because “in coun-
tries in which the national 
debt is properly funded, and 
an object of established con-
fidence, it answers most of 
the purposes of money.” That 
is, bonds issued by the U.S. 
government would provide a 
safe, easily traded asset that 
the private sector could use 
as a store of value, as collater-
al for deals, and in general as 
a lubricant for business activ-
ity. As a result, the debt would 
become a “national blessing,” 
making the economy more 
productive.

This argument anticipates, 
to a remarkable degree, one of 
the hottest ideas in modern 
macroeconomics: the notion 
that we are suffering from a 
global “safe asset shortage.” 
The private sector, accord-
ing to this argument, can’t 
function well without a suf-
ficient pool of assets whose 
value isn’t in question — and 
for a variety of reasons, there 
just aren’t enough such assets 
these days.

As a result, investors have 
been bidding up the prices of 

government debt, leading to 
incredibly low interest rates. 
But it would be better for 
almost everyone, the story 
goes, if governments were 
to issue more debt, investing 
the proceeds in much-need-
ed infrastructure even while 
providing the private sector 
with the collateral it needs to 
function.

Unfortunately, policymak-
ers won’t do the right thing, 
largely because they keep 
listening to fiscal scolds — 
people who insist that public 
debt is a terrible thing even 
when borrowing costs almost 
nothing. The influence of 
these scolds, their virtual veto 
over fiscal policy, somehow 
persists even though their 
predictions of soaring inter-
est rates and runaway infla-
tion keep not coming true.

The point is that Alexan-
der Hamilton knew better.

Unfortunately, Hamilton 
isn’t around to help count-
er foolish debt phobia. But 
maybe reminding policy-
makers of his wisdom is one 
way to chip away at the wall 
of folly that still constrains 
policy. And having his face 
out there every time someone 
pulls out a 10 can’t hurt, either.

The New York Times

Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump 
had blowout victories in New York 
this week. Understandably, each 
exulted in their triumph. Clinton 
said, “The race for nomination is in 
the home stretch, and victory is in 
sight.”

Donald Trump stated that Ted 
Cruz is “just about mathematically 
eliminated.”

Not so fast, folks. The public does 
not believe this race is over. And I 
know the states yet to decide (Penn-
sylvania, North Dakota, Maryland, 
West Virginia, Connecticut and Cali-
fornia among them) do not relish the 
idea that they are an afterthought.

Millions of Bernie Sanders, Cruz 
and John Kasich supporters want 
the contest to be a photo finish at 

the convention wire. 
Their supporters will 
rightfully feel cheated 
if Trump or Clinton 
forces their candi-
date out of the race, 
truncating their fair 
chance to contest the 
nomination.

No one should 
begrudge Clinton or 

Trump playing the “sense of inevita-
bility” card that they’re going to get 
the nomination. That’s standard cam-
paign technique. 

After all, if you can convince the 
public the race is over, it falls to the 
opponent to waste energy to con-
vince voters otherwise.

Except that this year, not only does 
the arithmetic prove both Trump and 
Clinton still fall short of the nomina-
tion, but the public clearly wants the 
testing for the world’s most powerful 
office to continue until the last vote 
is cast and counted.

Let’s be plain: Clinton and Trump 
are very close to reaching the 
important numbers. 

But it’s the voters’ right to decide 
if they want to put Trump or Clinton 
over the top, or boost their oppo-
nents and create a “let’s-see-their-
persuasion-skills” open convention 
fights.

Yes, the math shows that Cruz 
cannot mathematically secure the 
nomination in the remaining prima-
ries. But the same math shows that 
Trump, mathematically, has to score 
big in each and every primary to win, 
something he has achieved but once. 
Given some of the rules, like winner 
takes all, or most, he will likely get 
close to achieving victory before 
heading to Cleveland.

The real dark horses in this elec-
tion year are Kasich and Sanders. It’s 
an astounding feat of survival of the 
fittest. Sanders now has his tough-
est test. He needs to win 73 percent 
of the delegates being contested in 
these last primaries, according to 
Slate’s senior writer, John Voorhees.

But, Sanders has an argument. He 
says, correctly, that the Democrats’ 
superdelegates are up for grabs and 
he intends to win them over. Super-
delegates, including Sanders himself, 
represent the interests of the Demo-
cratic Party, serving effectively as a 
peer review board of veteran public 
servants.

Elections are about seeking com-
petent, tested leadership, and most 
importantly, framing and deciding 
issues on the economy, immigration 
and defense.

 Even losing candidates can, 
through the power of the voters 
they win, shape the party’s position 
and push the winning candidates to 
encompass more of their view.

Incidentally, one of the results 
of the New York primary is the talk 
making the rounds that we are seeing 
a “more presidential” Donald Trump 
afterwards. Have you seen that?

What I have seen is Donald Trump 
insulting Republican delegates 
who’ve been elected by the voters 
to support Cruz, Rubio, Bush and 
Kasich. 

If I were one of their delegates, 
I’d bristle and fight back. Trump is 
saying that delegates who support 
Cruz et al, won by fraudulent manip-
ulation at the polls — the definition 
of rigging.

Sorry, but it just ain’t so.

Universal Uclick
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FAIR PLAY
 ALL THE WAY

In HAmILTon’s DEbT

IT’s scHooL cRuncH TImE, 
AnD WE HAvE sTATus quo

The misguided rationale Thursday for a Hamilton 
County Board of Education vote to keep the status quo in 
the school system’s central office was, from board mem-
ber Steve Highlander: “This is the school year’s crunch 
time.”

It’s crunch time so, despite the change everyone — even 
the school board — is calling for in our schools, the major-
ity of the board voted to keep things the same. They voted 
to name Kirk Kelly, the longtime assistant superintendent 
of testing and accountability, as the new interim schools 
superintendent.

Unbelievable. Just unbelievable. It seems a bit like notic-
ing a skillet of grease flaming on your stove but choosing 
not to grab the fire extinguisher because you have to finish 
sweeping the floor.

Of course it’s crunch time. It’s been crunch time for years.
It was crunch time the first moment anyone noticed 

that a growing percentage of our third and fourth-graders 
were not reading at grade level. And the person keeping the 
watch was — yes — Kirk Kelly. Now, by the way, six in 10 of 
those kids cannot read at their grade level.

But it’s “crunch time” in the school year, so concerns 
like jaw-dropping hazing/rapes and plummeting test scores 
and devastated teacher morale and survey results showing 
that more than 83 percent of community members want a 
change agent in the superintendent’s seat all were swept 
aside in a 5-4 vote.

We have to wonder what in the name of all goodness 
these five school board members who voted for Kelly 
— retired educators Joe Galloway, David Testerman and 
Highlander, and George Ricks and Karitsa Mosley — were 
thinking? Board members Donna Horne and Jonathan 
Welch voted for Normal Park Museum Magnet Princi-
pal Jill Levine, who gave a very strong interview. Board 
members Greg Martin and Rhonda Thurman voted for 
Retired Marine Col. Shaun Sadler, whose interview also 
was impressive.

Sadly, here’s what parents and grandparents in Hamilton 
County may be thinking: Where’s the off-ramp to the best 
private school we can afford?

Equally sad are the whispers of Signal Mountain, Red 
Bank, East Ridge, maybe even Soddy-Daisy and Collegedale, 

thinking they might start planning to split off and form their 
own school systems.

In fairness, Kelly is a truly nice and good man, but his 
answers to board questions about how he would change the 
culture of the central office — which even he says should 
be changed — were vague non-answers. He would go to the 
school campuses and talk to educators. He would ask the 
students about ways to bring them back up to grade level. 
He would “start earlier” asking students what career they 
want. What?

To help at the system’s lowest-performing schools, 
known as “priority schools” he would retest more of our 
students on the ACT because studies show that usually 
raises their scores. Huh? Isn’t this the man who told school 
board members a few months ago that testing takes up too 
much learning time?

But the really choice moment of Kelly’s interview was 
when he himself said to board members that they might 
ask him why he didn’t work to change the culture since he 
has, in his own words, “been here a long time and I’ve got 
a passion for making things better.”

Only he asked that question, and no board member fol-
lowed up to say, OK — tell us why.

Both of the other candidates, by the way, went well 
beyond the very soft-ball questions asked of them, and each 
board member commented that any of the three candidates 
would make good interim superintendents while the board 
conducts a search for a new permanent leader.

If this board runs true to form, however, that search will 
be a waste of time and money.

There surely will be a search — in between four of the 
board members running for re-election in August. And 
after the search, our intrepid board members may very well 
vote — probably 5-4 again — to make Kelly the permanent 
superintendent.

They’ve done it before, and they could do it again. It’s 
how we got the last superintendent and how we got where 
we are now.

As residents of this county, we seem to have but two 
hopes left: The shaping of a Chattanooga 2.0 blueprint 
that perhaps can be incorporated into our schools, and the 
upcoming August elections. 


