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When a hate crime such as the mas-
sacre at Charleston’s Mother Emanuel
AMEChurch occurs in our state, it hits all
of us. Our hearts hurt. Our minds try to
fathomwhat could lead to this atrocity.We
struggle with our our loss: a great advo-
cate and leader — Sen. Clementa Pinck-
ney; a fellow social worker— theRev.Da-
niel Simmons; seven other victims, all
African-American, murdered in God’s
house, killed because of racial hate.

This act of domestic terrorism did not
happen in isolation. The time has come to
address the insidiousundercurrent of rac-
ismthat flows too farandtoowide. It flows
in the actions of the murderer. It flows on
bumper stickers, onwebsites and in social
media. In South Carolina, it even flows at

our place of government.
The time has come for the
strongest symbol of that
racism — the Confederate
flag in front of our state cap-
itol — to be removed.

The S.C. chapter of the
National Association of So-
cial Workers is committed
to honoring the memory of
the liveswe lost throughour

prayers, our thoughts and our actions.We
will vehemently support thebill to remove
theConfederate flag. Just aswedid for the
rally on Saturday, in which 1,500 people
protested the flag, we will mobilize mem-
bership to attend rallies and contact legis-
lators for its removal.Wewill not stop un-
til this battle is won.

And while the removal of the flag will
hold great symbolism, we must not stop
there. Our state must tighten its gun laws
so that more murders can be prevented.
Wemust pass a hate crime law as a deter-
rent to acts of violence and terrorism. As
social workers, we will continue our fight
to protect the vulnerable citizens Sen.
Pinckney cared about his entire life.

While we are a state with a troubling
history,wearealsoastate full ofgoodpeo-
ple.Wewitnessed this at the vigils, prayer
meetings, solidarity protests and unity
gatherings held throughout South Caroli-
na tohonor the victims.Wewillmourn the
loss of Sen. Clementa Pinckney, Rev. Da-
niel Simmons, Cynthia Hurd, Susie Jack-
son, Ethel Lance, Rev. DePayne Middle-
ton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Rev. Sha-
ronda Singleton and Myra Thompson.
Maybe we will find comfort in knowing
we will not let these deaths be in vain.

CARLA DAMRON
Executive Director, S.C. Chapter
National Association of Social Workers
Columbia

We will work
together to remove
Confederate flag

Damron

Call hate by
its right name

Senseless violence is chaf-
ing at the fabric of the nation.
The unspeakable tragedy in
Charleston has us all strug-
gling to make sense of nine
murders, a deeply troubled
young man’s life destroyed,
families in chaoswith a ripple
effect across the nation.

The massacre was obvi-
ously premeditated, and
something in thatman’s trou-
bled mind let him conclude
that he was doing something
rational.

Minds like his are vulnera-
ble to the hate mongers.
Those of us who are left to
cope with this reality have no
choicebut tobeproactive.We
can’t afford to let hate go un-
challenged.

When racial or cultural

hate appears anywhere — on
vehicle bumpers, on social
media, on T-shirts, on the in-
ternet, in state and federal
legislatures, inhate organiza-
tions, in the criminal justice
system, in political parties, in
hate lobbying groups, at
work, anywhere — we must
be willing to call it by its right
name.

People who spread hate in
even its mildest form must
never come to believe that is
acceptable in a free society.
Wherewe refuse to be intimi-
dated, love will overcome.

VERNE PULLING
Pinopolis

SC handling
tragedy well

I am proud of the way
South Carolina is handling

this tragedy. As heartbreak-
ing as this Charleston event
is, I can’t help but believe we
will come out of this stronger
and a better state regarding
race relations.

The way Missouri and Ma-
ryland handled their prob-
lems set back their race rela-
tions many years. I am proud
of our leaders and law en-
forcement officials for quick-
ly taking control of this horri-
ble and tragic event.

That day may not have
been great in South Carolina,
but I amnonetheless proud to
live here.

RALPHW. ROBERTS
Cayce

A disease
at its worst

It is incredible that in this

day and age, in this country,
people worshiping in a
church are shot and mur-
dered. It is disgusting that it is
an act of racism.

The murderer is a racist,
pure and simple. We have yet
to learn what drove his rac-
ism to murder.

Racism is not just a state of
mind but a societal illness, a
disease of theworst kind. It is
more subtle than cancer, but
strikes as suddenly as a heart
attack.

As we pray for the victims
andfamilies inCharleston, let
us commit to eradicate this
horribleaffliction that contin-
ues to plague our
communities.

MARSHALL L. MEADORS
III, M.D.
President, S.C. Medical

Association
Anderson
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HAVE YOUR SAY

O
N SUNDAY, I joined
tens of thousands of
Roman Catholics,
Lutherans, Episcopa-

lians and others who use a com-
mon lectionary in listening to
God’s rebuke to Job forquestion-
ingwhyhe had allowed such suf-
fering. For those of us searching
for meaning from last week’s
slaughter of the innocents
at Emanual AME Church
in Charleston, it was a
great blessing to be re-
minded that we simply
cannot understand the
will of God, and it was dif-
ficult not to feel God’s
hand in that passage hav-
ing been selected, years
ago, for thisparticularday.
I would urge anyone with
those questions to read
Job 38:1-11.

And thenwe joinedcon-
gregations across the state and
nation in singing a hymn that a
United Methodist pastor from
Delaware composed in response
to the massacre. Eyes teared up,
voices cracked, and I was partic-
ularly touched by the third stan-
za, because it spoke to a truth
thathad just started taking shape
in my mind as I began to make
the turn from shock and mourn-
ing to policy and action:

“We grieve a wounded culture
“Where fear and terror thrive,
“Where some hate others for

their race
“And guns are glorified.”

There’s not a law that could
have stopped an evil young man
from seeking out Mother Ema-
nuel, pretending to engage in Bi-
ble study and then executing the

pastor and nine parishioners
while they actually were study-
ing God’s word, and praying.

Dylann Roof wasn’t a felon,
which is why hewas able towalk
into aCharlestongun store in the
spring and purchase the gun he
used with such brutal effective-
ness; so a law requiring criminal
background checks for all gun

purchases wouldn’t have
deterred him. He had the
gun long before his mas-
sacre, so a waiting period
wouldn’t have made a dif-
ference.Hediduseasemi-
automatic, large-caliber
handgun of the sort that it
makes no sense for indi-
viduals to own, but he re-
loaded several times,
which suggests that he
just as easily could have
carried out his executions
with a revolver.

Background checks, waiting
periods and even limits on the
size and capacity of guns could
prevent other killings, but not
this one; the sad truth is that we
can’t stop this sort of thing from
happening again simply by pass-
ing a law.

Rather, if we are to learn from
this massacre, if we are to bring
good from this atrocity—andwe
must — then our task is much
more difficult.

Our task is to change our
society.

Our task is to change a society
that worships guns and allows a
father to think it’s a great idea to
help his shiftless, possibly drug-
addicted, clearly irresponsible
and immature and sullen and an-
gry 21-year-old son get his hands
on a gun that ismost efficient not

at killing ducks or deer but hu-
man beings.

Our task is to change a society
that allows an angry young man
to believe that our nation is being
taken over by a racial minority
whose political, social and eco-
nomic power is far inferior to its
numbers. It’s to change a society
that allowshim tobelieve that his
point of view is widespread, and
that an oppressed majority is
waiting for someone to light a
spark, so it can rise up in racial
warfare.

Change must come through
the humanheart— through each
one of us pledging to bring some
good out of evil, to give positive
purpose to the horror.

Each one of us must pledge to
not turn our political disagree-
mentswitha leaderwhohappens
tobeblack intoanimosity toward
black people. Tonot laugh at that
racially tinged joke. To not sit si-
lently as friends or colleagues go
on a rant about how dangerous
and shiftless blackpeople are, al-
lowing them to believe by our si-
lence that we share their
prejudice.

But it’s not just thehearts of in-
dividuals thatmustchange.Laws
and leadership are essential
components of true societal
change.

Change comes when our gov-
ernors stop glorifying guns.
Change comes when our legisla-
tors stop cowering in fear be-
neath their desks whenever
someone suggests that maybe,
just maybe, they should defy the
demands of the gun lobby that
they pass laws that further en-
courage an armed society.
Change comes when our politi-

cians are willing to say to people
who feel nakedwithout a gun: “If
you feel like you have to be
armed to go to a restaurant for
dinner, then maybe that’s a res-
taurant you ought not be going
to.”

Change comes when our lead-
ers condemn an NRA board
member who blames a pastor/
senator for causing his own
deathand thedeathof his parish-
ioners because he supported a
law that prohibits guns in
church. Change comeswhen our
political leaders are willing to
stand up to such perverted logic
and say, “I don’t want to go to
church with people who feel like
they need to arm themselves to
be there,who feel like theanswer
to every problem is a gun. I want
to go to church with people who
feel like the answer to every
problem is God.”

Change comes when we are
willing to recognize that no mat-
ter how sincere some people
might be in believing that the
Confederate flag is simply a sym-
bol that honors their ancestors,
that banner is also the symbol
thatDylannRoofwas soproud to
pose next to with the gun he
planned to use tomassacre black
people.

Change comes when we rec-
ognize that every white racist in
this country shares Dylann
Roof’s devotion to that flag.

Change comes when we rec-
ognize that whatever we might
believe about our ancestors’ mo-
tivations for fighting the Civil
War, that war represented liber-
ation to the ancestors of black
South Carolinians, and the Con-
federate flag represented the

states and the people who had
kept them in bondage. Change
comes when we recognize that
the 20th century lynchmobs car-
ried that flag into battle when
they murdered black people.

The most poignant political
statement I’ve heard in the past
week came from Rep. Doug
Brannon, the Spartanburg Re-
publican who announced he
planned to file legislation to re-
move the flag from its display at
the intersection of Gervais and
Main. In explaining his motiva-
tion, Mr. Brannon said: “I had a
friend who died on Wednesday
night simply because he was a
black man.”

Removing the flag from the
State House grounds won’t pre-
vent racists like Dylann Roof
from slaughtering black people.
It certainly won’t bring back the
nine people who were executed
in their church for the crime of
being black.

But it would say to their fam-
ilies, and to theworld, and toour-
selves that the things that flag
has come to represent are not
who we are. It would say to the
family of Emanuel AME Church
that we grieve with them and we
pray with them. It would say to
African-Americans across our
state that we are through insult-
ing them out of some misplaced
allegiance that allowed us to put
ancestor worship ahead of com-
mondecency to our brothers and
sisters in Christ.

It would say that we are dedi-
cated to changing our society.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com

or at (803) 771-8571.

Honor slaughtered innocents with changed hearts

Cindi Ross
Scoppe
Associate
Editor
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W
E HAVE always had
passionate, even
extremist defenders
and opponents of

the Confederate flag, but most
South Carolinians have been
ambivalent about the banner, at
least since the Legislature re-
moved it from the dome of the
State House in 2000 and hoist-
ed it at a prominent Confeder-
ate monument staring down
Columbia’s Main Street.

But when we
saw the massacre
at Charleston’s
Emanuel African
Methodist Episco-
pal Church, and
we saw the ex-
traordinary grace
of the victims’
families, and we
saw the killer
wrapped in the
Confederate flag
and spewing
white-supremacist

venom, and we saw that flag
waving defiantly in front of our
State House, while the U.S. and
state flags hung mournfully at
half staff, something snapped.

Even some of the most ar-
dent and important defenders
of the flag concluded with
breathtaking speed that it was
time to retire it from the State
House grounds.

Erecting straw men
The remaining defenders

were caught flat-footed by the
sudden and dramatic shift in
public sentiment. They were
left sputtering that the flag
didn’t slaughter those people,

and the flag didn’t make the
killer go on a rampage — as if
anyone ever even implied that
it had. Mostly, they were left
arguing that the Confederate
flag isn’t really about the Civil
War — it’s about honoring the
brave sacrifices of our ances-
tors — and that the Civil War
wasn’t about slavery

It’s a striking argument not
because of its accuracy or lack
thereof, but because of its rele-
vance — or lack thereof. The
best way to find people talking
about slavery these days is to
listen to those who want the
flag to stay up. They are gener-
als fighting the last war.

Last time, the decisive argu-
ment concerned sovereignty. A
flag flying on the dome of a
capitol building represents a
sovereign government, and no
one could possibly argue that
the Confederate flag did that.
But that was just one of many,
many arguments, and those of
us who worked so hard to re-
move the flag allowed our-
selves to get dragged into a
debate about the causes of the
Civil War, and flag supporters
were able to hold their own
despite the historic record,
because the story they told was
one that every one of us white
Southerners would prefer to
believe.

Certainly there are individu-
als who will cite slavery as
reason to move the flag, and
even the occasional leader will
make reference to it, but that’s
not what this debate is about.
That’s not what the governor
and legislators and pretty much
every business and civic and

religious organization in the
state is talking about.

A religious argument
This time, we’re talking

about how hurtful that flag is,
how it has been used for a cen-
tury and a half to accompany
and illustrate the vilest racial
hatred. We’re talking about
loving our neighbors as we love
ourselves, and doing that in
thought and word and deed.
We’re talking about grace. That
was always part of the argu-
ment. Today, it is the argument.

In the end, that’s what makes
the argument for moving the
flag so powerful. It touches the
hearts of who we are as South
Carolinians: a deeply religious
people.

In the end, that’s what makes
the argument for moving the
flag so difficult to fight. If you
call yourself a Christian — and
the flag’s defenders certainly
do, probably to a much greater
degree than society in general
— there’s simply no argument
against “we should stop doing
things to hurt our brothers and
sisters in Christ.”

The only way to deal with
that argument is to change the
subject. To talk about the honor
of soldiers and to say that the
Civil War was about states’
rights. To pretend that the argu-
ment for removing the flag is
that the flag caused the Char-
leston church massacre. To
make the absurd argument, as
one leading flag defender did
on Thursday, that the slaughter-
ed innocents wouldn’t have
wanted the flag removed from

the State House grounds.
Seriously.

But the subject can’t be
changed. It won’t be changed.

Charity and grace
On Tuesday in the state Sen-

ate, Charleston Republican
Chip Campsen cited a quote
from one of my favorite theolo-
gians, C.S. Lewis: “To be a
Christian means to forgive the
inexcusable because God has
forgiven the inexcusable in
you.”

He told his fellow senators
that the response of the victims’
families “flows from the gos-
pel’s message of sin separating
us from a holy God, of Christ
paying the penalty for these
sins and offering reconciliation
with God. Having been forgiven
of much empowers the forgiven
to liberally forgive in kind.”

Sen. Campsen told everyone
listening to the live-streamed
Senate session that the direc-
tive found in Romans 14:19 —
“pursue what makes for peace
and mutual upbuilding” —
constitutes common ground
that transcends race and
heritage.

He called on his colleagues
to follow the example set by the
people of Emanuel — and by
the congregants at St. Mi-
chael’s, St. Philip’s, First Bap-
tist and other Charleston
churches, who “literally encir-
cled the church Sunday morn-
ing, bathing it in prayer.”

“If the Confederate flag on
our State House grounds up-
sets a significant number of
citizens, let’s remove it in the

name of peace and mutual
upbuilding,” he said. “Let’s do
this as a reciprocal act of char-
ity and grace extended to the
fallen, their families and the
congregants of my friend and
colleague, Senator Clementa
Pinckney. They have demon-
strated inimitable forgiveness,
charity and grace before God
and a watching world. Both in
life and in death, they have
shown us how to love, forgive
and pursue peace and mutual
upbuilding. It is our turn to
follow their example.”

Do unto others …
The Confederate flag is still

flying at the intersection of
Gervais and Main. Those who
think that’s wonderful are con-
tacting legislators, likely re-
minding them of what they did
to then-Gov. David Beasley
when he suggested moving the
flag. We still have a potentially
difficult debate ahead of us, one
in which some legislators will
speak ominously of “Stalinist
purges” and perhaps even “cul-
tural genocide,” and almost
certainly of the proposition that
the flag isn’t an issue.

We can’t take for granted
that what feels at this moment
like a fait accompliwill actually
be accomplished. Instead, we
must insist, over and over
again, that we do unto others as
we would have them do unto
us. That’s a powerful demand
that cannot be rebutted.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com

or at (803) 771-8571.

This flag debate is unlike the ones before

Cindi Ross
Scoppe
Associate
Editor

Haley finally
making us proud
OnMonday, Gov. Nikki

Haley was not a Repub-
lican; she was the governor
of South Carolina, and she
did what was best for the
state.

She could have done
nothing and still would
have remained popular
within her party. Calling for
the removal of the Confed-
erate flag from the capitol
grounds was not political
expediency, but an example
of a politician doing the
right thing for the right
reason.

I never voted for Gov.
Haley, but her passion and
eloquence since the tragedy
in Charleston has me appre-
ciating the fact that she is
our governor.

HAMMIE DUCKSON
Columbia

Politicians will pay
for abandoning flag

An ancient book of wis-
dom tells us “As a dog re-
turns to his vomit, a fool
returns to his folly.” This is
a perfect description of the
misguided Republicans now
demanding removal of the
Confederate flag in the
wake of a heinous murder
in Charleston. Maybe they
should talk with David
Beasley before carrying this
any further.

Just like Beasley, they
sold out their political base
in a quest for national of-
fice, or just to get an atta-
boy from the more abomin-
able media outlets. As un-
believable as it may have
seemed to David Beasley in
his day, in many parts of
this state you still do not
gain political support by
denigrating the Confederate
dead, as represented by

their battle flag. These were
brave and outnumbered
men who fought a well-
equipped invading army for
years with almost nothing.
The vast majority did not
own slaves and were not
politically sophisticated, but
they were defending their
homes and families.

All the good things these
Republicans could have
done for this state are put at
risk. Each one now has one
foot in the political grave
and the other foot on a
banana peel. For such spec-
tacular moral blindness and
plain stupidity, they deserve
no less.

In a democracy, this issue
above all others should be
resolved by the people in a
referendum, and not by a
few preening politicians
who will soon be in another
line of work anyway.

JOHNMILES
Blythewood

No more prayer
complaints?

Just a week or so ago,
many were questioning
Gov. Nikki Haley’s appear-
ance at a prayer rally. Now
in light of the Charleston
church tragedy, no one is
complaining about Gov.
Haley or other public offi-
cials praying.

If we go to prayer in a
time of crisis, does that not
tell us that we need prayer
before the crisis? By pray-
ing together, we may avoid
some of the terrible events
that are happening all too
often. There is an old say-
ing, “The family that prays
together, stays together.” It’s
true for a nation.

Lack of church and fam-
ily are taking a great toll on
this nation.

WILLIAMHILTON
Lexington
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HAVE YOUR SAY

I write this missive as a Southern-bred,
diehard-conservative, gun-owning Repub-
lican. I grew up during the days of racial seg-
regation, and there wasn’t a cotton-picking
thing I could do about it. I went through 12
years of school without a single black class-
mate.

After high school in 1954, I joined the Army
and had my first taste of racial integration at
nearby Fort Jackson. I ate, slept and trained
with black soldiers, and black sergeants or-
dered me around. I entered Clemson College
in 1957 and graduated without having a single
black classmate. I spent the next 30 years in
the Army, serving with outstanding black and
white soldiers in peace and war.

When I was 11, my great-
uncle, Lane L. Bonner, the Sen-
ate reading clerk, arranged for
me and my mother to have a
private tour of the Relic Room, a
small room inside the State
House. Upon entering, Uncle
Lane warned me to speak softly
because it was a place of rever-
ence. The room contained arti-
facts of the Confederacy, in-
cluding a glass-cased Confeder-

ate battle flag. The flag was frayed but was
clearly the most important item in the room.

For far too many years, the once-revered
battle flag has been an object of derision,
co-opted by hate groups and psychopaths. It
has become an “in-your-face” symbol. That it
flies on the grounds of the state capitol now
brings national scorn, and jokes by late-night
comedians.

I lived for nearly 27 years before the flag
adorned the State House dome, and there was
no public sentiment to put it there. Now ap-
proaching my 80th year, I ask why our state
should continue to fly a flag that is a symbol of
hatred to nearly 1.3 million of our black fellow
citizens and probably more whites than that. It
is simply not fair, and mocks our heritage of
“Southern hospitality.” And frankly, it is not
fair to more than 880,000 Confederate sol-
diers, of whommore than 260,000 died in
battle. The great majority of these soldiers
owned no slaves.

Our State House grounds have ample trib-
utes to the Confederacy. The Confederate
monument honors soldiers, the statue of Gen.
Wade Hampton honors a leader, and the mon-
ument to Confederate women honors their
great sacrifice during the war. Those are all
well and good.

The Confederate battle flag is an important
part of the history of South Carolina. As such,
it should be in the State Museum, not on the
State House grounds. The S.C. Heritage Act of
2000 needs to be repealed. All it takes is action
by men and women of courage in our Legisla-
ture. Someday that is going to happen. Why
not now?

TOM FINCHER
Chapin

Flag has been
co-opted; take it down

Fincher
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As a lifelong South Carolinian, I be-
lieve some things need to be said before
we remove the Confederate flag from the
State House grounds.

Yes, the catalyst for the Civil War was
slavery; there never would have been a
war without it. But only about 5 percent
of Southerners ever owned slaves. A
small minority of upper-class plantation
owners led the initiative for secession;
poorer Southerners volunteered to fight

because they resented the
Yankees telling them what
to do.

So it’s proper to keep the
monuments to Confederate
soldiers. We should always
honor the military who
took up arms in defense of
our country, whether or not
history judges the cause to
have been worth the sacri-
fice.

In my own lifetime, people have debat-
ed whether we should have participated
in the Vietnam and the Iraq wars. Anti-
war protesters spit on returning Vietnam
vets and called them “baby killers.” As a
Vietnam veteran, I know how it feels to
hear people say the war you fought in
was wrong. But as a 22-year-old in 1968, I
had nothing to do with the decision to go
to war

The same is true for Confederate sol-
diers. Most never owned slaves and were
not involved in the decision to secede
from the union; they volunteered to de-
fend their state.

For the folks who want to keep the flag
flying, try this: Sit down in a quiet room,
alone, for 15 minutes. Imagine you are a
black person. What would you feel every
time you saw the Confederate flag wav-
ing on the State House grounds? Consid-
er the question thoughtfully, and be hon-
est with yourself. Symbols are powerful.

It seems like tension between the races
is getting worse, not better. Taking the
flag down is not a silver bullet, but is it an
important piece of the puzzle. Symbols
are powerful.

My hope is that we all take the exam-
ple of the people of Charleston and move
forward toward a more positive future. I
don’t want things continuing to get worse
for my grandchildren.

JAY BYERS
Columbia

Honor Confederate
dead, but not like this

Byers

Tax road use,
not energy use

Funding road repair and
maintenance might best be
accomplished by having
funding directly linked to the
problem. Essentially, the
weight of a vehicle and
amount of road use should
determine the tax rather
than the source of energy for
the vehicle. This would en-
courage car owners to drive
lighter.

The tax for industrial
vehicles such as freight
trucks or buses could be
shared with end users of the
service.

Taxing vehicles based on

their weight and their road
use would ensure revenue
generation even if vehicles
become more fuel efficient
or use alternative fuels such
as batteries. This is a simple
and straightforward solu-
tion, worthy of
consideration.

LOUIS DESSAU
Columbia

We can act on
climate change
I had the opportunity to

attend the June 2White
House Youth Climate Con-
ference, which sparked my
enthusiasm to continue

sustainability efforts that I
helped start in the Student
Senate at the University of
South Carolina. It is time for
the people of South Carolina
to take action on climate
change.

We heard from top offi-
cials in the Obama adminis-
tration what is happening in
the climate and how we can
be agents of change, and I
learned about what other
students are doing: Some
are requesting grants for
their communities to switch
from fossil fuels to solar
energy, and others are re-
placing shower heads with
new ones that release less
water in their own homes.

I am looking forward to
engaging my classmates and
local community in con-
versations about how cli-
mate change will affect
South Carolina when I re-
turn to school in August, and
I hope more South Car-
olinians will join me.

CHRISTOPHERWOLFE
Fort Mill

Correction
The hymn “They Met to

Read the Bible” was written
by a Presbyterian minister,
not a United Methodist min-
ister, as a June 23 column
reported.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should not
exceed 200 words and should be
sent to stateeditor@thestate.com;
mailed to Letters to the Editor, The
State, P.O. Box 1333, Columbia, SC

29202; or faxed to (803) 771-8468.
Include your full name, street
address and day and evening phone
numbers. Because of volume, we
cannot acknowledge receipt of
letters.

Guest columns should not exceed
700 words and should be sent to
cscoppe@thestate.com. Columns on
state and local topics are preferred.
Columnists should demonstrate
authority and knowledge of the topic
and make persuasive,

information-backed arguments.

All submissions will be edited, and
writers should be prepared to
provide documentation for factual
information. Submissions must be
original to The State and become

the property of The State. We do not
guarantee publication or accept
letters that are part of organized
campaigns.

You can reach the Editorial
Department at (803) 771-8465.

HAVE YOUR SAY

W
HENANorth Car-
olina woman shim-
mied up the flagpole
at the Confederate

SoldierMonument early Sat-
urdaymorning and tore down
the Confederate flag, she played
right into the hands of the flag’s
defenders.

Bree Newsome’s stunt was far
more dramatic, but to those who
argue that Gov. Nikki Haley and
the rest of state’s political lead-
ers are trying to placate outside-
rs, it was of a piece with the
politicians, editorial writers,
columnists and activist groups
around the country who are
demanding that the flag be re-
moved from our State House
grounds.

This was a criminal act for
whichMs. Newsome absolutely
needs to be prosecuted, and it
was a foolish act: If you ever do
such things, and I don’t think

you should, you
certainly don’t do
themwhen you
have the upper
hand politically.

Beyond that, it
was potentially
dangerous to the
cause she supports
so passionately,
because the idea
that outsiders are
stirring up trouble
in South Carolina
is themost poten-

tially powerful argument flag
supporters have.

Our struggle; our task
I don’t mean to suggest that

we didn’t need to hear from
outsiders.

Although I’ve never liked
presidential candidates offering
their opinions on S.C. policy,
and never understood why peo-
ple anywhere would get worked
up over a legislative vote or

gubernatorial action or supreme
court ruling in a state where
they do not live, I recognize that
it can be useful to see ourselves
as others see us. And it has been
in this case.

Themoment that the Confed-
erate flag became not only an
issue but the issue in S.C. poli-
tics occurred three days after a
white supremacist massacred
nine people at Charleston’s
Emanuel AfricanMethodist
Episcopal Church, when1,500
South Carolinians converged on
the State House lawn to demand
the flag’s removal.

One of the things that motiva-
ted themwas national news
reports that showed the Confed-
erate flag waving defiantly on
our State House grounds while
the U.S. and S.C. flags flew
mournfully at half staff. They
recoiled at that scene. They felt
a compulsion to say to the
world: “This is not whowe are.
That flag is not flying because
we put it there or want it there
or condone it being there.” And
in this, they spoke for countless
other South Carolinians, many
of whomwere just coming to
that position.

So for themirror, we thank
those people outside of South
Carolina.

To our friends and family who
called or texted from other pla-
ces to say, “I can’t believe you’re
doing this,” we thank you.

To those politicians whose
condemnation of the flag helped
our elected officials recognize
that this was not something that
even Republicans inmost of the
country condoned, we thank
you.

You have helped us.
Nowwe need you to help us

again.We need you to go away.
This is our struggle; this is our
decision.We canmake it on our
own.Wemust make it on our
own.

Tremendous progress
What people inside and out-

side of South Carolina need to
understand is that the distance
our Legislature has traveled on
this issue in the past eight days
is breathtaking. The speed with
which the Legislature is moving
is phenomenal.

Because themassacre oc-
curred after the regular legisla-
tive session had ended and
while legislators were coming
back into session only for brief
periods and only to discuss
specifically delineated items,
two thirds of both the House and
the Senate had to agree even to
allow the flag to be debated
before January; both bodies
easily achieved the two-thirds
vote a week ago.

Legislators are set to begin
the debate as early asMonday;
that might feel like an intermi-
nable delay, but it was necessary
to allow the families to bury
their dead and to allow legisla-
tors to reschedule vacations and
business commitments. The
quickest the Legislature can
pass a Confederate flag bill is
four legislative days, and then
only if the debate ends in a sin-
gle day and every single mem-
ber of the Legislature agrees to
suspendwaiting periods in the
House and Senate rules.

Those of us whowant the
Confederate flag removed have
the upper hand right now: Our
political leaders, including the
staunchest andmost powerful
flag supporters, have concluded
overwhelmingly that it should
be retired; more andmore ordi-
nary citizens are coming to
agree; and the people who are
rushing forward to insist that it
stay in place are coming off like
stereotypical Southern racists,
straight out of central casting.

But it’s not a certainty. There
aremore than enough Senate

votes to remove the flag, and
although it appears that there
are enough votes in the House,
we don’t know that for sure.
That means our legislators need
to hear from their constituents;
they need to hear that we want
to retire the flag to amuseum,
and that we will support their
decision to retire it. What they
don’t need to hear is angry de-
mands and threats, and they
certainly don’t need to hear that
from people who don’t even live
in our state.

How not to win
What our friends outside of

South Carolina need to under-
stand is that the only thing
South Carolinians hatemore
than being told what to do is
being told by outsiders.

Like a lot of people, I believe
that the NAACP tourism boycott
torpedoed efforts to get a better
compromise back in 2000, when
the Legislature finally took the
flag off the dome of the State
House and planted it in front of
that monument at the intersec-
tion Gervais andMain. Even

though the boycott was request-
ed by the S.C. chapter, it still was
seen as outsiders trying to influ-
ence state policy.Worse, out-
siders were trying to coerce us
into doing something; the word
“blackmail” was used a lot.

Beyond being counterproduc-
tive, launching boycotts or de-
facing Confederatemonuments
or tearing down the flag is the
last thing we need whenwe
hope to foster reconciliation.
Our state is much less divided at
this moment than wewere in
2000, but we still need this to be
a time of reconciliation.

Ultimately, we have to remove
the flag not because others bully
us into doing it. We have to re-
move it because we have con-
cluded that it is the right thing to
do. Only then do we have a
chance to domore than simply
remove an ugly symbol; only
then do we have a chance to
diminish the racial tension and
division that are still toomuch a
part of our daily lives.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com

or at (803) 771-8571.

Flag decision must be made by South Carolinians

Cindi Ross
Scoppe
Associate
Editor

WITH FRIENDS LIKE THIS …
Die-hard Confederate flag supporters say outsiders are

bullying us into removing the flag from the State House
grounds. But they have at least one out-of-state ally.
The day after Gov. Nikki Haley called on lawmakers to

retire the flag, a conservative political pundit named Ann
Coulter declared that our governor was unqualified to talk
about the flag, because “she’s an immigrant and does not
understand America’s history.”
Set aside the fact that Ms. Haley was born in South Car-

olina, and think about that for a moment: Someone who
wasn’t born in South Carolina, doesn’t live in South Carolina,
who as far as I can tell has no ties to South Carolina, is de-
claring that the elected governor of South Carolina is un-
qualified to say what South Carolina should do or not do on
the grounds of the building that houses the governor’s office.
You go girl: More people need to hear your opinion of us.
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T
HE TASK OUR Legisla-
ture faces this week is
as simple and easy and
as complex and diffi-

cult as any it has faced. It might
be more important than any-
thing it has done in living
memory.

If it succeeds, it can trans-
form our politics and our gov-
ernment and our state — in
much the same way that
the hearts and minds of
so many South Car-
olinians have been trans-
formed in the aftermath
of the unimaginable
slaughter at Emanuel
A.M.E. Church and the
amazing display of for-
giveness that followed.

What has now become
a simple and easy task is
one that was too conten-
tious even to consider
just three weeks ago: to
remove the Confederate
flag from the State House
grounds.

The legislation we need is as
straightforward as it sounds.
We do not need to replace the
flag with some other Confeder-
ate banner, or even our state
flag. We do not need to create a
circle of all the flags that ever
flew over the State House, or
erect a flag monument or dis-
play the flag under glass inside
the State House, or hold a refer-
endum. We simply need to
relocate the flag from the Con-
federate Soldier Monument on

South Carolina’s front lawn to
the State Museum.

As so many South Caroli-
nians have come to recognize
since the massacre, removing
the flag removes a painful re-
minder of repression and deg-
radation and “otherness” that
its presence in the place where
our laws are made telegraphed
daily to a third of our popula-

tion. Jesus told us, and
before him God through
Moses, to love our neigh-
bors as ourselves, and
this simple action is the
very least we can do if we
call ourselves Christian or
Jewish or adherents of
any other faith.

The right debate
But it is only the begin-

ning. The complex and
the difficult task before
our Legislature involves

the human heart. It involves
how our lawmakers, how all of
us, see ourselves and our
neighbors, how we treat our
neighbors, how wewant to
treat our neighbors.

To make a lasting difference,
our legislators must engage in a
respectful and uplifting debate
that reflects the heartfelt emo-
tions on all sides of this issue,
and they must act with over-
whelming unity.

Their debate needs to ac-
knowledge that many South
Carolinians revere the flag out

of respect for ancestors who
fought for what they saw as the
defense of their state. It needs
to acknowledge that the flag is
deeply hurtful to many South
Carolinians, because it has
been used for a century and a
half to accompany and illus-
trate the vilest racial hatred.

It needs finally to reflect and
preserve this reality: Many
people who love the flag for its
connection to their ancestors or
some vague notion of Southern
heritage have come to under-
stand that it causes greater pain
to their brothers and sisters
than any balm it provides to
them.

This coming-together in
harmony, putting aside a pain-
ful part of our past to move
together toward a brighter
future, has been the ultimate
goal of our editorial board since
we launched our crusade to
remove the flag from its inap-
propriate position of sovereign-
ty on the State House dome,
back in 1994. Although we
disliked moving the flag to the
monument at the intersection
of Columbia’s Main and Ger-
vais streets, our biggest dis-
appointment in that 2000 com-
promise was that there was no
harmony, no unity, no meeting
of the minds. The debate was
contentious and divisive and
acrimonious, both in public and
in the Legislature.

Many people will scoff at the
notion that there ever can be

the coming-together that we
envision, or that it can last even
if it happens on this one occa-
sion. Naive, they will say. Pol-
lyanna, they will scoff. And
certainly there are people who
will never come to common
ground, whose hearts will not
be changed — from those who
cling to the flag out of racial
hatred to those who revile it but
are more interested in the polit-
ical advantage they can gain
from bringing a fight than in
bringing the people of South
Carolina together.

But I suspect there are far
fewer skeptics today than three
weeks ago — because like me,
and all of us, the one-time skep-
tics have been witness to a
miracle.

A new normal
The grace that has emerged

in the aftermath of a white
supremacist’s brutal slaughter
of the pastor and eight par-
ishioners at Mother Emanuel
has touched the people of
South Carolina in a profound
way. It has washed over us and
made us new. Like so many
others, I have watched with
awe over these past 18 days as
the mood and the opinions of
the state collectively and of so
very many individuals have
been transformed.

Our task now is to embrace
and internalize this new state of
mind and heart, to turn it into

the new normal rather than
retreating into our segregated
corners of indifference and
even animosity.

When they meet on Monday
to begin this historic debate
about a flag, the ultimate task
of our elected leaders is to re-
flect that same transformation,
to lead by example, and in so
doing to help all of us nurture
the goodwill that we and they
have experienced, across racial
and partisan divides.

Their task is to help us be-
come and remain people who
see each other as fellow citi-
zens, as neighbors, as brothers
and sisters of a shared faith and
so very many shared values —
people who are willing to truly
listen to the ideas of others, to
see the world as others see it
and, yes, to do unto others as
we would have them do unto
us.

This will not solve our many
problems. It will not eliminate
poverty or educate our children
or create more and better jobs
or fix our roads or improve our
health.

But if we can cast aside the
racial and ideological and parti-
san animosity that has defined
us, then we can finally begin
working together as one peo-
ple, to try to solve our
problems.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com

or at (803) 771-8571.

Bring down the flag, keep us together

Cindi Ross
Scoppe
Associate
Editor

Outsiders slow
our healing

The young woman who
removed the Confederate bat-
tle flag from the State House
grounds created more drama
and brought attention to her-
self, rather than healing to us
in South Carolina. We already
face a good deal of grieving
from the loss of our brothers
and sisters in Christ and fellow
South Carolinians. Give us
time to heal and work out our
differences without outside
interference.

I don’t think people realize
that many of us who actually
live in South Carolina are wait-
ing for proper channels for the
vote to remove the Confeder-
ate battle flag: We do not need
the help of outsiders unless
they want to pray for South
Carolina and for those who can
no longer share the good life
that is usually the norm to
those who live here.

JEANETTEMACCHIAVERNA
Irmo

Honor those who
made this country

I am a middle-age white
woman raised in the South,
with ancestors who fought for
the South. The Confederate
flag stands for a failed attempt

for 11 states to have a country
separate from the United
States of America.

Imagine the world if the
South had won the Civil War
started over property, slaves.

South Carolina has much to
be proud of, including our role
in the American Revolution,
which gave birth to the United
States. To give honor to a per-
iod of time when South Car-
olina seceded from the union
to form a new country is an
insult to all the good men and
women of South Carolina who
have fought and died for the
United States. We do them
dishonor by glorifying a flag
that divided this great country.

Honor Sen. Rev Clementa
Pinckney and the others who
lost their lives because of the
hate this flag symbolizes, and
remove the Confederate flag
from all S.C. government prop-
erty now.

MARY LOUHELMS
Aiken

Resist carpetbag,
scalawag attacks

In the 1820s, an elderly Tho-
mas Jefferson lamented the
direction of the Union toward
centralization and empire. He
scolded those responsible —
the selfish and ignoble sons of
selfless and noble Revolu-
tionary fathers — and he called

them unworthy.
What about South Caroli-

nians today? Are we worthy of
our Revolutionary and Confed-
erate fathers?

If the battle flag on the State
House grounds is taken down,
it will not be because the flag
and its symbolism are shame-
ful and therefore unworthy of
the people of the state. It will
mean the people themselves
have fallen into a shameful,
immoral, dumbed-down condi-
tion and are therefore un-
worthy to fly the noble banner
of their ancestors.

The current carpetbag and
scalawag attacks on the flag
are shameful. The state’s go-
verness has shown her weak-
ness and unworthiness. The
state’s major newspapers have
demonstrated a craven brain-
lessness that intelligent read-
ers have come to expect.

National events suggest a
coming break up of the Union.
When that happens, the irre-
pressible Christian cross of the
Southern Confederacy will be
the patriots’ banner of choice.

WINSTONMCCUEN
Ware Shoals

Meaning of flag has
changed over years

Growing up in Columbia in
the 1940s, we never saw the
Confederate flag. I guess we

knew what it looked like, but
never thought about it. We
were very proud of the Confed-
eracy because we stood up to
the bossy federal government.
God forgive us; we did buy into
the “GoneWith the Wind”
mystic a bit too much. We were
not proud of slavery but be-
lieved that it would have died a
natural death for economic
reasons, if given the chance.

My point is that when the
flag became popular, it was for
all the wrong reasons.

Our pretty nostalgic little
flag is tainted. At best it stands
for bravery and fighting and
dying for your beliefs, but on
the losing side of a bad war.
But now, it is at its worst, and it
stands for resisting integration
and resenting again what the
federal government has de-
clared is right.

The people of Charleston
and the A.M.E. Church have
given us a lesson in love and
the right thing to do. Let’s all
South Carolinians respond by
taking the flag down, and let it
return to its respected quiet
place in our history.

JEANETTEM. SMITH
Blythewood

Relocate flag
in reconciliation

My great-grandfathers are
rolling in their graves as they

realize that after 150 years,
many of us, black and white,
still have not learned to be
tolerant of all citizens.

Most South Carolinians
seem to have moved beyond
racial contempt and want the
Confederate flag placed in a
museum. The statues and
named buildings of past South-
ern leaders honor individuals
whose lifetime body of work
went well beyond just the slav-
ery issue, and thus should
remain intact.

We have seen the good peo-
ple of South Carolina held in
high esteem in the eyes of
America. The Christian thing
to do in an effort to reduce
divisiveness and hatred is to
reciprocate the forgiveness
and grace in Charleston with
reconciliation and respect for
all South Carolinians.

Our legislators are elected
by the public to vote on contro-
versial issues, not sidestep
decisions with parliamentary
procedures and referendums.
They have an unprecedented
opportunity to eliminate the
old perceptions of South Car-
olina and move our state for-
ward.

The liberal left would love
nothing better than for the
Legislature to back away from
the right decisions for the
wrong reasons.

CARROLL PLAYER
Florence
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South Carolina faces themost precari-
ous risks and opportunities of the past
150 years. The question is no longer,
“Will the flag come down?” The question
is, “Howwill it come down?”

Howwill South Carolina and our na-
tion be affected by its removal?Will we
bemore politically polarized by it?Will
the race-baiting charlatans on both sides
win the day to gainmore power?Will the
extremist KKK andNewBlack Panthers
threaten using violence to further spread
fear and divide us?

The risks are high. But can wisdom
and grace arise in ourmidst?

The families Emanuel A.M.E Church
in Charleston have responded to the
Charlestonmassacre with such grace
andwisdom through their calm, forgiv-
ing response. Themany leaders of tradi-
tionally white churches and S.C. denom-

inations likewise have
responded with grief, love,
respect and unity.

Let memake it clear:
Those of African heritage
are not second-class citi-
zens. They are not a sec-
ond-tier race of humans.

From a Christian stand-
point, God “made of one
blood all nations of men for

to dwell on all the face of the earth” (Acts
17:26). Likewise, to denigrate blacks (or
whites) is to tear down those who have
been created “in the image of God” (Gen-
esis 1:27).

South Carolina has an obligation to
work together so that the dignity of each
person is recognized and respect for
each person is shown regardless of skin
color.

Solving the ills of our society won’t be
easy.We don’t need riots. We don’t need
to scream past one another.We need
humility. It will take work.We need those
whowill work with the integrity, convic-
tion and the passion of aWilliamWilber-
force, whoworked for the abolition of
slavery in the British Empire without a
shot being fired. America lacked such a
man, and slavery was abolished with the
blood of more than 600,000men.

Unity won’t just happen through one
episode of holding hands and singing
campfire songs. It is time to work togeth-
er, pray together and persevere together
for better understanding of one another
and solving themost pressing needs of
our society.

Where will we find such selfless, hum-
ble, godly statesmen to lead us? Please
step forward, wherever you are.

THE REV. PATRICKV. DYE
Macedonia Baptist Church
Columbia

Flag must come
down the right
way: in unity

Dye

Imagine what we
could accomplish
Take the flag down, bull-

doze the monuments, and all
will be right with our world.
College will suddenly be-
come affordable, the Corri-
dor of Shame will disappear,
teen pregnancy will dis-
appear, single-parent families
will be no more, gun violence
and illegal drugs and drug
addiction will be eradicated,
domestic violence will be
non-existent, well-paying
jobs will be there for the
taking, the hungry and the
homeless will have food and
shelter of their choosing, our
roads and bridges will be-
come like new, and Repub-
licans and Democrats will
live in peace and harmony
for ever and ever, amen.

Our world is broken on so
many more fronts than just
the Confederate flag. Ima-
gine what we could do if we

all put equal or greater effort
into righting our world as we
have put into the flag.

By the way, I support tak-
ing it down.

TOMMY BRABHAM
Lexington

We must resolve
our own problems
Fall came early this year,

and the nuts are abundant.
The first to fall from the tree
was Dylann Roof, and now
we have Al Sharpton and
Jessie Jackson on our door
step. Then down from the
pole came Bree Newsome,
who justified her actions as
being “in defiance of those
who enslaved my ancestors”
and over “oppression that
continues against black peo-
ple globally.”

News flash for Ms. New-
some: “those who enslaved
my ancestors” are most likely

dead, since 1861was a very,
very long time ago. Next time
she wants to protest “oppres-
sion that continues against
black people globally,” she
should try Red Square or
Tiananmen Square and see
how oppression really works
where the whole government
is oppressive.

As South Carolinians, we
should be working with our
neighbors, all the folks who
live in our towns, to resolve
our problems. The outside
folks tell us we have prob-
lems, but they will soon
leave, and we will have to live
with what we have done to
resolve our problems.

For direction, turn to the
one book that gives us that:
“The harvest is great, but the
workers are few. So pray to
the Lord who is in charge of
the harvest; ask him to send
more workers into his fields.”
As workers, speak to your
neighbor, “Love your neigh-
bor as yourself,” and I believe

the problems before us and
the actions to be taken will
be clearly revealed through
love.

DAVID BUSBY
West Columbia

Beasley finally
being vindicated
When Gov. David Beasley

boldly proposed removing
the Confederate flag from the
State House in 1996, he risk-
ed his political future based
on his belief that this is how
Christians ought to act to-
ward one another.

It wasn’t a tragedy but love
that compelled him to act. I
believe he is being vindicat-
ed, and love is still the best
motivation for removing the
flag.

JOHNNY V. MILLER
Lexington
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I
T’S BEEN dizzying to
watch the national debate
about things Confederate
spin out of control. And for

anyone who wants to see the
Confederate flag removed from
our State House grounds, it’s
more than a little worrisome.

Here in South Carolina, we
all need to take a deep breath
and think seriously about what

we want to ac-
complish, what we
should accom-
plish, and what we
can accomplish.

I have no affec-
tion for things
Confederate, even
though I have
ancestors who
fought for the
Confederacy, but I
recognize, and we
all ought to recog-
nize, that there’s a

difference between flags and
monuments. Monuments are
meant not just to honor, but also
to remember; flags are meant to
rally the troops, to incite. Flags,
as so many have observed, are
living, breathing things, not
cold stone; as symbols, they
invite us to attach our own
meaning to them.

There’s also a difference
between those people who
merely owned slaves — which
is to say, who were wealthy
enough to own slaves — and
those such as former Gov. Ben
Tillman, who incited racial
violence, long after the war was
lost. There’s a difference be-

tween people who believed it
was their duty to fight for their
state, whatever the state’s moti-
vation for fighting, and those
who made the decision to se-
cede from the Union in order to
preserve the institution of slav-
ery, as the delegates to South
Carolina’s secession convention
made clear they were doing.

Removing monuments, and
even renaming things, should
not be rushed into. It’s generally
frowned upon by serious histo-
rians, because it encourages us
to forget our history. And in the
current debate, it could well be
counter-productive.

Sen. John Courson was one
of the Confederate flag’s most
important defenders until he
decided last month that it was
time to retire it to a museum.
When we talked two days after
he joined Gov. Nikki Haley and
other state leaders to call for its
removal, the senator said the
chances were good that it
would be retired — as long as
no one tried to complicate the
issue with other issues. Like
monuments. If the legislation
gets loaded down with related
matters, he said, all the delicate
work that has been and still is
being done could fall apart.

The fragility of the alliance
for change is reflected in the
common refrain from Confeder-
ate flag aficionados who have
joined the call to remove the
banner from its prominent posi-
tion on the State House
grounds: This must be all that is
moved.

Meantime, the most powerful
argument of the flag defenders
who are still fighting to pre-
serve the status quo is that it
will not be all that is moved —
that retiring the Confederate
flag will begin a domino tumble
that takes down monuments
and renames buildings and
roads and forts and any number
of other public property that
honors Confederate heroes.

It could be a legitimate con-
cern in other states, where
we’ve seen aggressive moves to
take down monuments and
revoke honors for notorious
racists as well as people for
whom the Confederacy was but
one small part of a life of ac-
complishment and service. But
what people in other states do
with their flags and monuments
is none of my business — just
was what we in South Carolina
do is none of their business.
And certainly it’s not my busi-
ness what products businesses
choose to sell or not sell, pro-
mote or not promote; surely no
one who believes that the free
market always sorts things out
as they should be sorted would
question those decisions.

What is our business is what
happens here in South Car-
olina, and it’s simply not cred-
ible to think that monuments
will start tumbling after the flag
is removed from the State
House grounds.

I’m not aware of any Repub-
licans in South Carolina who
are calling to rename things
Confederate or remove statues

— even statues of our most
vicious racist, Ben Tillman. And
since Republicans have huge
majorities in the House and the
Senate, there’s simply no way
that any changes can occur
without their support. Indeed,
it’s impossible for reminders of
our past to be changed without
the support of a lot of Repub-
licans, along with Democrats.

That’s because of Section
10-1-165 of S.C. law, a sweeping
provision that was passed in
2000 as part of the bill that
relocated the Confederate flag
from the State House dome to a
monument on the grounds.

The law requires a two-thirds
vote in both the House and the
Senate before any “Revolu-
tionary War, War of 1812, Mex-
ican War, War Between the
States, Spanish-American War,
World War I, World War II, Ko-
rean War, Vietnam War, Persian
Gulf War, Native American, or
African-American History mon-
uments or memorials erected
on public property of the State
or any of its political subdivi-
sions may be relocated, re-
moved, disturbed, or altered.” It
extends the same two-thirds
requirement to any “street,
bridge, structure, park, pre-
serve, reserve, or other public
area of the State or any of its
political subdivisions dedicated
in memory of or named for any
historic figure or historic
event.”

I’m not crazy about this law,
because it allows a third of
either the House or the Senate

to block the will of the majority;
that’s anti-democratic and anti-
republican. Worse, it applies not
just to property owned by the
state, but also to property
owned by cities and counties —
and to privately owned monu-
ments that are located on gov-
ernment property; that’s an
outrageous, but not uncommon,
overreach on the part of our
Legislature. But the law might
be what saves the opponents of
things Confederate from under-
mining their own efforts, and so
for that I am grateful.

It’s possible that there are
some monuments that need to
be moved and even buildings
and roads and schools that
ought to be renamed. While it’s
true that we shouldn’t try to
rewrite history, it’s also true
that we get to decide which
parts of our history to celebrate,
and we make that decision
every day, by action or inaction.

But that’s not a debate that
we should be having now. It’s
not a debate that could even
conceivably result in changes
now. And the chance of its ever
resulting in changes is extreme-
ly small.

Frankly, the people who want
the flag retired need to stop
talking about monuments. All
they do is strengthen the argu-
ments of those who want to
keep the flag flying at the seat
of our government.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com

or at (803) 771-8571.

Ignore monuments, or risk derailing flag removal

Cindi Ross
Scoppe
Associate
Editor
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F
ORNEARLY A quar-
ter century, the Con-
federate flag towered
over our government
and our politics.

Republicans used it to help
drum up votes to take control
of the House in 1994, and four
years later Republican Gov.
David Beasley was kicked out
of office after he called for its
removal from the State House.
Once it was relocated to our
front lawn in an uneasy com-
promise two years later, no
elected official dared question
it for more than a decade. In

2010, Nikki Ha-
ley’s pledge of
fealty to the self-
appointed neo-
Confederate
guardians of the
banner helped her
claw her way
through a tough
primary field to
win her party’s
nomination for
governor.

Now suddenly,
in a blink of an

eye, it is gone. Banished by
legislative action in the wee
hours of Thursday, gubernato-
rial signature 15 hours later and
finally by members of the High-
way Patrol honor guard Friday
morning. Folded and furled and
escorted to the Confederate
Relic Room, where it will join
flags that flew over battles of
bullets instead of words.

The flag that has loomed so
large over our politics survived
just 23 days after a white su-
premacist massacred the pastor
and eight members of his flock
as they studied the Bible at
Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Char-
leston, just 21 days after rela-
tives of the slain innocents
faced the killer and extended
their forgiveness, 20 days after
a crowd of 1,500 gathered near-
ly spontaneously on the State
House grounds to demand its
removal, 18 days after Gov.

Haley brought together the
state’s political and business
leaders to call for its removal. It
would have come down sooner
if not for scheduling conflicts
surrounding the Independence
Day holiday.

So now what?

More than monuments
The flag’s staunchest defend-

ers warn in increasingly shrill
tones that monuments will
tumble, history will be buried
and Southern “heritage” will be
scrubbed from the face of the
earth. It would be kind to call
them delusional. More accurate
to call them, at least their lead-
ers, opportunistic.

The only monument in our
state that might be endangered
is not to a Confederate hero but
to a post-Reconstruction villain,
a vicious racist as seen not just
through the lens of history but
in his own day. And the most
our lawmakers are likely to do
with his imposing statue on the
State House grounds is to add a
plaque that explains how he
bragged of participating in
lynchings and gave speeches
around the country inciting
others to do likewise.

What’s next is not erasing
our history. It is transforming
our future.

Amazing grace
Truth be told, I’m not sure I

really believed we’d ever re-
solve this issue, because resolv-
ing it always meant more than
simply eliminating the flag’s
in-your-face display. It meant
that our elected leaders had
decided, across party and racial
lines, that theywanted to move
the flag off of our Sate House
grounds.

After watching for a quarter
century as our political parties
morphed from slightly left of
center and slightly right of
center to black and white (and
farther and farther removed

from center), the only way I
could imagine that consensus
developing was in the extreme-
ly unlikely event that Demo-
crats retook control of the Leg-
islature, and there remained
enough moderate Republicans
to achieve some semblance of
bipartisanship and something
more than a simple majority of
support.

I couldn’t imagine changed
hearts.

I obviously didn’t have
enough faith. Because that is
exactly what brought the Con-
federate flag off of our State
House grounds: changed
hearts. Hearts that allowed so
many South Carolinians to
recognize the pain that the flag
caused to every black person
who saw it flying at the seat of
our government, to care that it
was causing that pain, and to
do something about it.

This was so clearly about
grace. This new sight that so
very many South Carolinians
have been given so clearly was
a gift from God, delivered to us
through the families of the
Emanuel nine. We no more
deserved that grace than the
white supremacist who ripped
apart their lives, but that’s what
makes it grace, and now we
have it.

So what will we do with that
grace? What’s next?

Through others’ eyes
When she signed the bill into

law Thursday afternoon, Gov.
Haley talked about the compas-
sion that we all felt after the
massacre, and how that com-
passion transformed our law-
makers. “We sawmembers
start to see what it was like to
be in each others’ shoes, start
to see what it felt like,” she
said. “We heard about the true
honor of heritage and tradition.
We heard about the true pain
that many had felt, and we took
the time to understand.”

Simply retiring the flag gives

our state the ability to finally
and fully turn our attention to
building a better future. The
new ability to “see what is it
like to be in each others’
shoes,” the new willingness to
understand those who are dif-
ferent — these are the tools that
we use for that construction.

Seeing the world through
others’ eyes doesn’t mean that
the lions will lie down with the
lambs — or that Republicans
and Democrats will cease their
squabbling. Nor should it.

Republicans and Democrats
have different values and differ-
ent priorities. Sometimes Re-
publicans are completely
wrong; sometimes Democrats
are completely wrong. More
often, both parties have some
good ideas that could be im-
proved by working together
rather than playing to defeat
the other “team,” by realizing
“what it was like to be in each
others’ shoes,” by taking “the
time to understand.”

Beyond race
The flag has been too impor-

tant to our politics because race
has been too important to our
politics. Consciously or not —
and I believe it has been con-
scious and willful in some
cases, unconscious in others —
Republicans have pursued
policies that disproportionately
injure black people, and reject-
ed policies that would offer a
helping hand to those who need
it most, and who in our state
disproportionately are black.
Consciously or not — and
again, I believe there are exam-
ples of both — Democrats have
been too quick to assume delib-
erate racial motives on the part
of Republicans.

We can’t expect change from
those who have set out to profit
politically from the politics of
race — unless their hearts have
been changed. And we saw
during the House debate that a
significant minority of our rep-

resentatives have not under-
gone this transformation.

But for those who had not
recognized the racial implica-
tions of their actions, and for
those who had not been willing
to recognize that race is not
always the motivation, this
new-found willingness to listen
to others and recognize what
it’s like “to be in each others’
shoes” can result in a different
approach to politics and to
government. An approach that
is based not on race or parti-
sanship but on making South
Carolina a better place for us
all.

What’s next is encouraging
and nurturing that change,
making it permanent. If we can
do that … well, if we can do
that, then we we can do any-
thing we set our minds to do.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com

or at (803) 771-8571.

What’s next? A new kind of conversation

Cindi Ross
Scoppe
Associate
Editor JOHN BAZEMORE/AP

Horne makes us
proud of state

I am compelled to say how
very proud I am, this day, to be
a South Carolinian. I am proud
to have a person of such heart,
compassion and plain guts as
Jenny Horne as a member of
our representative body.

There haven’t been many
times in recent memory when I
could say such a thing.

She is the embodiment of the
people I know in this great
state: kind, caring, welcoming
and big-hearted.

She is the one I hope people
around this country think of,
not a seriously ill young man,
when they talk of my state.

LIZ BRADSTREET
Columbia

Flag isn’t only thing
that needs furling

Some say the Confederate
flag is about liberty, keeping the
government off our backs, and
the right to choose our own
destiny and preserve a way of
life — free of others’ demands.
Secession from that which
threatens. Don’t tell us what to
do.

To the victims of the Emanuel
massacre, it meant being voice-
less, separated from family, less
than human, the denial of rights
— abused simply for being who
they are. They never asked for
any of it. For them, its presence
and public acceptance has been
painful. Deadly.

Since it hurts others, we
needed to remove it. The recent
bloodshed demanded justice.

If only furling away abortion
could be as easy as lowering a
flag.

BRYAN KOST
Lexington

Quinn tried
to deceive us

How in the world was Rep.
Rick Quinn allowed to stand
directly behind Gov. Nikki Ha-
ley at the news conference
where she congratulated law-
makers for passing the bill to
take down the Confederate
flag? This Lexington lawmaker
proposed at least one of the
amendments that would have
delayed the flag’s removal,
possibly for months.

I also noticed he voted at the
very last second against stop-
ping debate on certain amend-
ments (I’m sure after he saw
which way the vote was going).

Guess he wanted his constitu-
ents to think he was voting their
way, but really didn’t want to
stop the effort to bring the flag
down. I’m sure glad he’s not my
representative.

RICHARD HALL
Columbia

Flag a distraction
from real issues

A few questions: (1) How
much did it cost for the Legisla-
ture to meet this week? (2) How
much did all the security associ-
ated with the removal of the
Confederate flag cost? (3) How
many drunk drivers were ar-

rested during all this activity?
(4) How many men (women)
were arrested for domestic
violence?

Not a single news media
outlet addressed these issues.
But most South Carolinians had
to bear the cost of all this. I
hope now that the flag is gone,
we can get back to what saves
lives.

TOM MOORE
Irmo

Real soldiers don’t
fly defeated flag

In an editorial in Charleston’s
News and Courier of Nov. 3,

1887, the editor, himself a Con-
federate veteran, wrote that the
Confederate flag should not be
displayed “at what is intended
to be a national celebration or a
state celebration.”

“Love it as we may,” he
wrote, “it is out of place save in
our memories, in our museums,
at our strictly Confederate re-
unions, and, always in our heart
of hearts. No Confederate sol-
dier worthy of this name is
likely to dissent from this. The
howl will come, if at all, from
those who trade upon ‘the gray’
and they never wore it in
battle.”

BUD FERILLO
Columbia
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