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On June 17, 2015, South Carolina was forever changed. A young white man joined a 
Wednesday night Bible study at Charleston’s historic Mother Emanuel AME Church, and after 
spending an hour with the men and women there, opened fire. He killed nine people – all of 
them African Americans. And the few who survived said he was straightforward in saying his 
purpose was to kill black people.  
 
Suddenly residents of Charleston, and indeed all of South Carolina, were searching for 
answers about racism in our midst, how to identify it and what to do about it. The Post and 
Courier’s editorials recommendations included stricter gun laws – a theme that editors had 
long espoused, to the displeasure of a Legislature that was more interested in loosening gun 
laws.  
 
But the subject of the Confederate flag that flew over the Statehouse grounds was different. 
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The editorial staff saw in this unspeakable tragedy an opportunity to push for removal of the 
Confederate flag, which flew in a prominent place on the Statehouse grounds. The flag had 
been a divisive issue for decades. Many saw it as a symbol of slavery and hate – a banner used 
by the Ku Klux Klan to espouse its racist agenda. But many, including a majority of legislators, 
saw it as a symbol of their proud heritage. They thought they had compromised enough 15 
years earlier by taking it off the Statehouse dome and flying it instead on a flag pole.  
 
That debate had been acrimonious, and the compromise was far from satisfactory for many. 
The NAACP instituted a boycott of the state, urging its supporters to call off conferences and 
athletic competitions that they had scheduled in South Carolina. But the chances of getting 
the intransigent Legislature to remove the flag were next to none.  
 
Until a strange young man who had been photographed waving Confederate flags and was 
considered a white supremacist, was charged with murdering nine people for no reason other 
than their race.  
 
Gov. Nikki Haley recognized the necessity for removing the flag, and there was increased 
support for that position in the Legislature, in part because one of the victims, Clementa 
Pinckney, had been a popular state senator. 
 
The editorial department had followed the Confederate flag issue for decades and knew that 
its approach would have to be measured, rather than fiery. The racism, laid bare by the 
massacre, and the pain that many South Carolinians felt because of what the flag had come to 
stand for, would make a persuasive case on its own.  But there were still intractable holdouts 
in the Legislature and in the state. And in order to move the flag, the General Assembly 
needed to agree by a two-thirds vote. 
 
Three weeks after the shooting deaths at Mother Emanuel, the General Assembly voted after 
an extended and intense debate, to take the flag down. And since then, a number of other 
states, including Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, Idaho, Maryland, Louisiana, Tennessee and 
Texas have taken up the issue of where and how the Confederate battle flag appears on 
license tags and flags. Companies like Amazon, Walmart and Sears stopped selling products 
with the Confederate flag.  
 

The Confederate flag was removed from the South Carolina Statehouse grounds on July 10 as 
a racially diverse crowd celebrated. 

 

 



By Schuyler Kropf  
and cynthia roldan
skropf@postandcourier.com
croldan@postandcourier.com

coluMBia — Gov. nikki hal-
ey and South carolina’s two u.S. 
senators on Monday joined the 
growing chorus calling for remov-
ing the confederate flag from the 
Statehouse grounds after a white 
gunman killed nine black people 
last week in emanuel aMe church 
in charleston.

haley declared during a State-
house news conference that South 
carolina had “stared evil in the eye” 
last week, and it is time to fold the 
flag for good.

“today, we are here in a moment 
of unity in our state, without ill will, 
to say it is time to move the flag from 
the capitol grounds,” haley said.  

Haley: Remove 
flag once, for all

State’s 2 U.S. senators join push in wake of Charleston massacre

By MeliSSa BouGhton  
and roBert Behre
mboughton@postandcourier.com
rbehre@postandcourier.com

president Barack obama will deliver 
the eulogy friday at the rev. clementa 
pinckney’s funeral, a White house of-
ficial said.

first lady Michelle 
obama and Vice 
president Joe Biden 
also will travel to 
charleston to attend 
the services for the 
fallen democrat, who 
also served as a state 
senator, the official 
confirmed Monday.

pinckney was one 
of nine people fatally shot Wednesday 
night during a Bible study at emanuel 
aMe church.

President 
to deliver 
eulogy for 
Pinckney 
First lady, Biden 
to attend service

By Glenn SMith
gsmith@postandcourier.com

deep, strong feelings exist on both 
sides of the confederate flag debate, 
but a majority of South carolina law-
makers dodged attempts on Monday 
to pin down where they stand on re-
moving the flag from the Statehouse 
grounds.

the post and courier reached out to 
all 170 house and Senate members in 
an attempt to determine how much 
support existed for removing the flag, 
as Gov. nikki haley has called on the 
legislature to do.

a team of reporters called, sent 
emails and tweeted to these lawmak-
ers throughout the day, but were met 
by silence from many.

Many S.C. 
lawmakers 
silent on 
flag stance
Survey still stirs 
strong sentiments

Hate-crime law resisted by  
state legislators, Page A6.

Starbucks donates $100K in 
wake of shooting, Page A6.

Events honor 9 killed in Emanuel 
AME Church shooting, Page A6.

Presidential hopefuls give away 
cash  from activist group, Page A7.

Sharonda Singleton honored at 
CSU prayer service, Page A7.

Goose Creek church leads vigil in 
front of Emanuel AME, Page A7.

Obama: Racism ‘not cured,’ makes 
point with epithet, Page A8.

USC, Clemson both agree battle 
flag should come down, Page C1.

More coverage

TiM DOMiniCK/AP

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley embraces U.S. Sen. Tim Scott during a news conference in the South Carolina Statehouse on Mon-
day in Columbia. Haley said the Confederate flag should be moved from the grounds of the state Capitol, taking her position on 
the divisive symbol amid growing calls for it to be removed.

GRACE BEAHM/STAff

North Charleston Mayor Keith Summey calls for removal of the 
Confederate flag from the Statehouse grounds during a press 
conference in North Charleston on Monday.

T he confederate flag was 
raised over the Statehouse 
dome in 1962 to mark the 

centennial of the civil War. it 
f lew there for nearly 40 years be-
fore being relocated to a nearby 
confederate memorial as part of 
a hard-fought legislative compro-
mise. 

But it’s clear that the compromise 
hasn’t succeeded, recognizing what 
the flag symbolizes for many South 
carolinians. it’s time for the legis-
lature to furl the flag in the spirit of 
good will and reconciliation. 

Such an act would be in the 
spirit of the original compromise, 
which was approved by lawmak-

ers of good will, black and white, 
to remove the flag from a position 
of sovereignty and place it at what 
was viewed as an appropriate place 

on the Statehouse 
grounds.

But there is no 
appropriate place 
for the flag at the 
Statehouse — not 
in the aftermath 

of Wednesday’s tragic murder 
of nine people in emanuel aMe 
church on calhoun Street. among 
those killed was the rev. clemen-
ta pinckney, who was also a state 
senator. 

the suspect, dylann roof, has 

been associated with white su-
premacist ideology. among infor-
mation that has surfaced on the 
internet are several pictures of him 
with a confederate flag. in one of 
those photos he is also holding a 
handgun. 

in the wake of that terrible trag-
edy, the f lag issue has returned 
with a new intensity. Some critics 
view it as a confirmation of South 
carolina’s adherence to the failed 
policies of bygone years — slavery, 
secession, Jim crow, segregation 
and the state’s initial opposition 
to federal civil rights laws.

advocates of the f lag say that it 
represents the struggle of this state 

during the nation’s civil War — a 
war in which more than 20,000 
South carolinians died. it was 
a war fought by the ancestors of 
many of today’s South carolinians, 
and it reminds those descendants 
of the gallantry and sacrifice dur-
ing that bloody conflict. 

for other South carolinians, 
however, the f lag has nothing but 
dire associations that ref lect the 
race hatred and lawlessness of 
those, such as the Ku Klux Klan, 
who appropriated it for their own 
purposes. flag opponents include 
black and white South carolinians.  

in the spirit of reconciliation, 
the confederate f lag needs to 

be removed from the Statehouse 
grounds. 

on Monday, Gov. nikki haley 
gave her support to furling the 
flag. “We are not going to allow this 
symbol to divide us any longer,” she 
said. a growing number of legisla-
tive leaders support the idea. 

the legislature has the oppor-
tunity to remove the f lag before 
the end of this month’s extended 
session. it can revise the terms of 
the session, and vote to bring the 
flag down.

do it to honor the nine people 
who were killed at emanuel aMe 
church. 

do it now. 

Time to furl the Confederate flag
Inside
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The state Legislature took a wel-
come, decisive step on tues-
day toward furling the con-
federate f lag that has f lown 

at a statehouse monument for the last 
15 years. Doing so would be a fitting 
way to help move south carolina for-
ward in the wake of the mass murder at 
Emanuel AME church last Wednesday. 

Both house and  senate agreed to take 
up the issue when the chambers are 
called back into session by the leader-
ship, possibly as early as next week. 

the regular session is over, with only 
votes on budget vetoes left on the agenda 
for the legislative year.

the lopsided house margin of 103-10 
signaled its interest in resolving the con-
troversy, which has grown despite a com-
promise in 2000 that brought the flag off 
the statehouse dome, where it had flown 
since 1962, to its present location. 

In the senate, there was stated oppo-
sition by a few members to furling the 
flag, but it was muted by the tragedy, 
and because of their great regard for 
their fallen colleague, the Rev. clementa 
Pinckney, who was among those killed. 
Rev. Pinckney was pastor at Emanuel 
and had served as a Democratic state 
senator since 2000.

A white supremacist has been charged 
with the murders. Photos of him on the 
Internet show him with the confederate 
flag and holding a handgun.

Both house and senate members spoke 
movingly of sen. Pinckney, who also had 
served in the house. his legislative col-
leagues, Democrat and Republican, were 
clearly  stricken by the tragedy. 

Nevertheless, the continued opposition 
of several senators raises the possibility 
of obstruction when the senate recon-

venes on the issue. 
sen. Larry Martin, however, says the 

bill doesn’t need to be addressed by the 
Judiciary committee, which he chairs, 
but can go directly to the floor for senate 
consideration and a vote.

that should enable the senate to deal 
expeditiously with the f lag issue. As 
sen. Nikki setzler, D-Lexington,  said 
on tuesday, “Don’t let this thing fester.”

sen. Martin, R-Pickens, acknowledged 
the value that some of his colleagues 
place upon the confederate flag as part 
of their heritage as south carolinians. 
But he said flag advocates need to ap-
proach the issue “from the perspective 
of our minority brothers” who want the 
flag taken down. 

sentiment for furling the f lag has 
grown stronger among black and white 
south carolinians since the slayings last 
week. And a Post and courier poll shows 
growing legislative support as well.

Even so, it is unlikely that the flag issue 
would have advanced to a likely resolu-
tion without Gov. Nikki haley’s leader-
ship. she took up the issue at a critical 
time, recognizing that it needed to be 
addressed, and gained broad support 
among state leaders to do so. she also 
told legislators on Monday that she was 
willing to use her executive authority to 
force them to come back to columbia 
this summer to deal with the matter. 

the General Assembly now has the 
opportunity to resolve an issue that has 
long divided south carolinians. 

Doing so would be a tribute to the nine 
people killed at Emanuel AME church.

And the lawmakers’ beloved colleague, 
who was himself a voice of legislative 
moderation and wisdom, would surely 
approve.  

Advancing a flag resolution

The supreme court on Monday 
upheld what had seemed a 
quixotic rebellion of a califor-
nia raisin grower. the farmer 

had rightly challenged federal rules that 
he must give up a portion of his raisin 
crop on demand, without compensa-
tion. 

the court ruled by an 8-1 margin, with 
Justice sonia sotomayor the lone dis-
senter, that the federal regulations — in 
force for the last 66 years — were a viola-
tion of the u.s. constitution.

the ruling was a sweet victory for Mar-
vin horne, who had to fight an 11-year 
legal battle to prevail and get the govern-
ment’s $680,00 fine cancelled — includ-
ing going twice to the supreme court. 

But the court’s decision also likely has 
much wider application and could re-
strict other overreaching government 
property seizures as well, including some 
abuses by police departments. Altogeth-
er, it was a victory not just for the raisin 
grower but for liberty.

the ruling invalidates the federal 
“marketing order” for raisins, which 
can require growers to surrender some 
of their product to a government agency.

the ruling should require the u.s. Ag-
riculture Department to modify other 
marketing orders based on what is called 
the “volume control” approach to stabi-
lizing agricultural prices.

Mr. horne contended that the market-
ing order was an unconstitutional “tak-
ing.”

 In 2013, the supreme court overturned 
a lower court ruling blocking his consti-

tutional claim and sent the case back for 
rehearing. the lower court then upheld 
the Justice Department’s argument that 
the marketing order was not a “taking.” 

But when Mr. horne again appealed to 
the supreme court, it agreed with him.

the justices ruled that the crop-seizure 
method of the marketing order clearly 
constituted a physical taking, and in 
failing to compensate the hornes (and 
other growers) ran afoul of the “takings 
clause” of the Fifth Amendment, which 
says that private property shall not be 
taken for public use, without just com-
pensation.

until now, the takings clause has 
mainly been held to apply only to real 
estate. But the court agreed that it also 
applies to any personal property taken 
by the government. citing precedents 
ranging from the Magna carta to a 1779 
south carolina law, chief Justice John 
Roberts declared that the takings clause 
clearly establishes that “the government 
has a categorical duty to pay just com-
pensation when it takes your car just as 
when it takes your home.” 

the reference to “your car” could be 
aimed at a practice in some police de-
partments of seizing vehicles and other 
property without a conviction for any 
crime. If so, it could help reverse what 
has been a growing abuse of power dur-
ing the “War on Drugs.”

Mr. horne deserves praise for sticking 
up for his constitutional rights. 

And the high court deserves credit for 
reviving the proper meaning of the tak-
ings clause.

Sweet court victory for liberty

Editorials

BY chIP cAMPsEN

“To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcus-
able because God has forgiven the inexcusable in 
you.”              — C.S. Lewis

On sunday evening while participating 
in the Bridge to Peace event, my sis-
ter witnessed an act that encapsulates 

charleston’s reaction to the brutal Emanuel 
AME church murders. While 
15,000 held hands in unity 
across the Ravenel Bridge, a 
man stretched his hands to-
ward heaven and declared at 
the top of his lungs, “this is 
how we riot in charleston!”

this man personifies why 
we should be proud of how 
charleston has dealt with this 
unspeakable tragedy — as do 
the victims’ families with their statements of 
forgiveness and charity toward their loved ones’ 
accused murderer. In human terms, the fami-
lies’ responses are inexplicable. It is not until I 
reflect upon the above quote by atheist-turned-
christian philosopher c.s. Lewis that it makes 
any sense at all. 

their response is a christian response. It flows 
from the gospel’s message of sin separating us 
from a holy God, christ paying the penalty for 
these sins, and offering reconciliation with God. 
having been forgiven of much empowers the for-
given to liberally forgive in kind.

When the debate leading up to the removal of 
the confederate flag from the capitol dome in 
2000 erupted, I was one of only two Republican 
members of the General Assembly who sup-
ported its removal. 

I did so for one simple reason. It did not meet 
the criterion flags must meet to fly over a capitol. 
the timeless and universal criterion for a flag to 
fly atop a capitol is that it be the flag of an existing 
government that has jurisdiction over the people. 
I was captive to that logic. 

the flag failed the test, so I argued for its re-
moval on these grounds.

My late father, George campsen Jr., was in the 
General Assembly when the flag was placed over 
the dome in 1962. In 2000 he organized over 90 
percent of the surviving members of the 1962 
General Assembly, along with several former 
governors, to sign a petition he drafted. It in-
dicated they placed the flag over the dome to 
commemorate the four-year centennial of the 

civil War and had simply neglected to provide 
a take-down date. their intention was never to 
fly the flag indefinitely. they petitioned the Gen-
eral Assembly to remove the flag from the dome, 
which it did later that year. 

syndicated columnist George Will referred to 
these arguments as “the solomonic solution” to 
the flag debate.

this history is relevant because it constituted 
common ground to remove the flag from the 
dome in 2000. In light of charleston’s reaction 
to the Emanuel AME church shootings, I sug-
gest common ground likewise exists today for 
removal of the flag from the statehouse grounds.

the common ground of which I speak tran-
scends and is more powerful than issues of race 
and heritage. It is yet another biblical principle 
found in Romans 14:19, “pursue what makes for 
peace and mutual upbuilding.”

the witness of Emanuel AME church pursu-
ing peace and mutual upbuilding demonstrates 
that love is greater than hate. congregants at 
st. Michaels, st. Philips, First Baptist and other 
charleston churches followed their lead when 
they literally encircled the church sunday morn-
ing, bathing it in prayer as the Emanuel con-
gregation courageously refused to permit evil to 
keep them from worshiping. 

On sunday night the charleston community 
demonstrated an outpouring of unity when over 
15,000 held hands across the Ravenel Bridge. 

the unknown man who declared, “this is 
how we riot in charleston,” and many others, 
followed suit. 

In responding to this tragedy let us not focus 
upon what outsiders say. Let us focus upon us, 
the relationships in our communities and state.

Let us follow the examples set before us.  If the 
confederate flag on our statehouse grounds up-
sets a significant number of citizens, let’s remove 
it in the name of peace and mutual upbuilding.

Let’s do this as a reciprocal act of charity and 
grace extended to the fallen, their families, and 
the congregants of my friend and colleague, sen. 
clementa Pinckney. they have demonstrated 
inimitable forgiveness, charity and grace before 
God and a watching world. 

Both in life and in death they have shown us 
how to love, forgive and pursue peace and mutual 
upbuilding. 

It is now our turn to follow their example.

Chip Campsen, a Republican, represents 
District 43 (parts of Charleston, Beaufort and 
Colleton counties) in the S.C. Senate.

‘Our turn’: Remove the flag 

Campsen

BY JONAh GOLDBERG

“Lots of folks expected us to do some-
thing strange and break out in a riot. 
Well, they just don’t know us,” the Rev. 

Norvel Goff told the packed, multiracial con-
gregation of Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal church in 
charleston, s.c., on sunday. It 
was the first service since the 
horrific slaughter of nine in-
nocent souls by a racist fanatic.

Not being a christian, I can 
only marvel at the dignity and 
courage of the victims’ rela-
tives who forgave the shooter. 
If I could ever manage such a 
thing, it would probably take 
me decades. It took them little more than a day.

Less shocking, but almost as uplifting, was the 
conduct of the broader charleston community, 
which has been unified and dignified, despite the 
expectations of some in the media — and the ac-
cused gunman, who had singled out charleston 
because of its success at racial integration.

And this points to Goff being right, not just 
about charleston but about the south in general.

there are few subjects that ignite more casual, 
uninformed bigotry and condescension from 
elites in this nation than Dixie. “Practically the 
whole region has rejected nearly everything 
that’s good about this country and has become 
just one big nuclear waste site of choleric, and ex-
tremely racialized, resentment,” the Daily Beast’s 
Michael tomasky wrote last year.

how then to explain the tens of thousands of 
south carolinians, white and black, marching 
in unity across the Ravenel Bridge on sunday 
night? Did the city bus in decent Northerners?

the Washington Post’s sally Jenkins glibly 
asserts that “the confederate battle f lag is an 
American swastika, the relic of traitors and 
totalitarians, symbol of a brutal regime, not a 
republic.”

If it were left to me, I would take the flag down 
(for the reasons south carolina Gov. Nikki 
haley laid out Monday). But this kind of cheap 
moral preening is galling. Is it really too much 
for people to muster the moral imagination that 
the issue isn’t nearly as simple as that?

A November poll of south carolinians found 
that 61 percent of blacks wanted it down. that 

means nearly 4 in 10 blacks felt differently. Are 
they deluded? Are they the moral equivalent of 
self-loathing Jews, happy to live under a swas-
tika?

It’s a sure bet that some of the white south 
carolinians marching across that bridge and 
attending services at Emanuel AME church 
also support keeping the flag. that doesn’t mean 
they’re right, but they surely aren’t the American 
ss of Jenkins’ imagination either.

Blogger Glenn Reynolds noted that when the 
south was solidly Democratic, we got “Gone 
With the Wind” nostalgia. Now that it is pro-
foundly less racist, but also less useful to Demo-
crats, it’s the enemy of all that is decent and good.

If we’re going to offer ridiculous flag compari-
sons, a better one would be the Japanese impe-
rial flag. After World War II, the u.s. banned it 
until 1949. Douglas MacArthur then opted to let 
a defeated, once-authoritarian society keep a few 
symbols of its past in order to build a better future.

can anyone argue that the south hasn’t done 
likewise? White Northern liberals explain how 
the south is an irredeemable cesspool of hate, 
while ignoring the fact that blacks are abandon-
ing the Northern blue states in huge numbers to 
move to the south.

Demographer Joel kotkin found that 13 of the 
15 best cities in the country for African-Amer-
icans to live in are now in the south. Over the 
last decade, millions of African-Americans have 
been reversing the Great Migration of a century 
ago to live in Dixie. A big part of that story is 
economic, of course — the “blue state” model 
has failed generations of minorities — but it’s 
also cultural. Word has gotten out that while 
the flags may be around in some places, the Old 
confederacy is gone.

Whenever conservatives complain that blacks 
vote monolithically Democratic, liberals are quick 
to argue that this is a rational decision given the 
realities of the black community. surely, the same 
thing holds when they vote with their feet?

No, the south isn’t perfect; name a region that 
is. But it does have good manners, which is why 
it routinely acts with more dignity — and in 
charleston, with more grace — than its critics 
to the north.

Jonah Goldberg is a fellow at the American 
Enterprise Institute and a columnist for Tribune 
Content Agency.

A Southern exposure of grace 

Goldberg

OpiniOnA14: Wednesday, June 24, 2015 The post and Courier
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Take it down
As a southern white con-

servative whose forbearers 
fought for the confederacy, 
I’m asking for the removal of 
the confederate flag from the 
statehouse grounds in co-
lumbia. 

With the sickening news of 
racially motivated murders 
at a June 17 Bible study com-
ing so closely on the heels of 
the killing of Walter scott, 
the whole world was left in 
stunned disbelief as relatives 
of the victims extended for-
giveness to the young man 
accused of taking the lives of 
nine precious souls. 

In my entire life, I’ve never 
witnessed a more humbling 
display of cultural and spiri-
tual maturity than was exhib-
ited by the congregation of the 
Emmanuel AME church and 
charleston’s black citizens as 
a whole. 

these same citizens see 
the confederate flag as a 
symbol of a political system 
that sought their continued 
enslavement. No amount of 
cultural pride or historical 
significance is worth hurting 
people who stood like giants 
in the face of such great evil.

In fact, let’s leave the flag 
pole standing so the absence 
of the flag will serve as a 
reminder that it was not re-
moved by court order or by 
legislative action, but in grati-
tude for the strength, forbear-
ance and grace of our fellow 
citizens.

Please remove the confeder-
ate flag. 

JEFFERy AdkINs
Promenade Court
Mount Pleasant

Thurmond’s right
state sen. Paul thurmond 

would have made his father 
proud for stepping up and 
boldly calling for the removal 
of the confederate battle flag 
from the statehouse grounds. 
In true thurmond style, Paul 
courageously took the initia-
tive to be one of the first law-

makers to officially make the 
call, and he did it in a manner 
reminiscent of his late father, 
u.s. sen. strom thurmond. 
his strong statements hit 
home and he held nothing 
back in his eloquent speech on 
the senate floor.

As a relative and former 
staffer of the late sen. strom 
thurmond, and knowing 
him in the way I knew him, I 
believe with all my heart that 
strom could not have been 
more proud of his son. I, too, 
am extremely proud of him.

MAtthEW B. chANdLER
colonel, u.s. Army, Retired
Strathmore Lane
Mount Pleasant 

Scary statistic
It was appalling to learn re-

cently that 4.2 million federal 
workers’ private information 
had been compromised in a 
breach of their personnel sys-
tem by the chinese.

It was even more appalling 
to learn that there are 4.2 mil-
lion federal workers.

d. ROss WhItLOW
Staley Drive
Summerville

Here they were
God needed angels and 

found nine in charleston.

thELMA hARvEy
Seven Farms Drive
Daniel Island

New resolve
hurricane hugo united the 

charleston community. In 
the hours, days, weeks and 
months afterwards, it didn’t 
matter if you were rich or 
poor, black or white, man or 
woman, adult or child. We 
united as one to heal the city, 
which is part of our souls, and 
we united as one to heal every 
heart. 

Of course, the pain we face 
today cannot compare. And it 
would be nothing short of a lie 
to believe that we — charles-

ton’s white community — are 
not partly to blame. We can 
point our fingers at ourselves 
for not standing against the 
gentrification we see every 
day. For allowing the flag of 
hate to fly overhead as a sym-
bol of our state’s values.

But as in the days imme-
diately following hugo, we 
have been changed. Now we 
are forever united as one new 
charleston, grieving the nine 
lost lives who have paid the 
ultimate price for our sins. 

May God have mercy on us. 
May we forgive ourselves and 
our shortcomings as human 
beings. But may we also now 
find the strength of character 
and wisdom of mind to find 
solutions that draw us even 
closer to one another, and 
closer to God. 

And may we follow the ex-
ample of extraordinary mercy, 
love and forgiveness the 
victims’ families have given 
through grace not only to the 
person who caused them such 
pain, but also to each one of 
us.

hEAthER F. LyMAN
Currier Street
Daniel Island

Running on empty
A recent telecast of a stock 

car race in california included  
driver quotes during past 
races. 

some were hilarious, some 
were serious and some con-
tained profanity as drivers 
were excited at the time. 

A well-known former race 
driver, now an announcer, 
stated that drivers could 
apologize and make amends 
after the race. he then stated 
“whatever they said at that 
moment, that is what was 
exactly on their mind at that 
time, yes indeed, exactly what 
they thought at that time, they 
said it.” Profound statement.

how can I be a race announc-
er, and what do they get paid? 

AL MILLER 
Paddlecreek Avenue
Charleston

The legislative sea change on the 
confederate flag has become fully 
evident in the Post and courier poll 
results showing sufficient support 

on the pending vote to furl the flag that now 
flies on the statehouse grounds.

More than two-thirds of each chamber have 
declared their support for removing the flag in 
the wake of the June 17 murder of nine people at 
Emanuel AME church in charleston. Among 
the victims was state sen. clementa Pinckney.

the super-majority is required under the 
2000 compromise that moved the confeder-
ate battle flag from the statehouse dome where 
it had flown since 1962.

It is reasonable to question whether one legis-
lature can bind another on such a fundamental 
variation of the “majority rules” foundation of 
legislative government.

Nevertheless, the flag’s removal needs to have 
overwhelming support of state legislators to un-
derscore the General Assembly’s unified intent.

so far, all legislators in the tri-county area 
have declared their support except sen. Larry 
Grooms, R-Berkeley, and Rep. Bill crosby, R-
North charleston, both of whom declined to 
tell the P&c pollster how they intend to vote.

Across-the-board backing is important in 
view of the tragic circumstances that sparked 
the call by Gov. Nikki haley on June 22 to re-

move the flag.
the battle flag has long been viewed with rev-

erence by its defenders, who cite the gallantry 
and sacrifices of south carolina troops in the 
civil War. 

But opponents make the point that it also 
has unsavory associations, such as slavery, 
secession and legal segregation. Moreover, it 
has been co-opted by hate groups like the ku 
klux klan. the man accused in the Emanuel 
AME murders posted photos on the Internet of 
himself holding the flag and a handgun.

“Any symbol endorsed by a state should unify 
her people,” said Rep. Neal collins, R-Easley, a 
former flag supporter. “the confederate battle 
flag certainly does not. Rather, it divides in 
unimaginable ways, as evidenced last week. 
this is why the flag should be removed to a 
museum.”

so in a commendable spirit of unity, the Gen-
eral Assembly is moving toward a welcome 
resolution of this painful controversy, possibly 
next Monday. the votes are there, and every 
member of the Legislature should be present 
and accounted for on the flag vote. 

Apparently only some ill-considered parlia-
mentary delaying tactic could halt the inevi-
table. 

the state will be watching to see whether its 
elected officials do the right thing. 

S.C. will be watching  flag vote

The u.s. Export-Import Bank closed 
its doors last night after congress 
failed to extend its charter. If it stays 
closed it will be bad news for Ameri-

can export firms that compete with their for-
eign counterparts in the nearly 60 countries 
that have export subsidy programs. 

there is hope, however, that the charter will 
be restored by congress later this month. A 
majority of the house and senate support the 
long-standing export credit program. 

the key problem is getting the legislation to 
the house floor. Rep. Jeb hensarling, R-texas, 
the chairman on the house Financial services 
committee which has jurisdiction, is strongly 
opposed to renewing the Ex-Im Bank. so are 
a majority of house Republicans, who have 
threatened to make trouble for speaker John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, if he allows the Ex-Im legisla-
tion to reach the house floor.

Opponents of the export subsidy program say 
it is a special-interests gift to big businesses like 
Boeing, caterpillar and General Electric, all 
of which take advantage of Ex-Im guarantees 
for the loans their overseas clients take out to 
purchase their products.

the more persuasive counter-argument is 
that those companies’ foreign competitors 
all have similar government loan guarantees 
to help them make sales. Remove the Ex-Im 
Bank’s help to American exporters and they 

will face an uncompetitive situation, with pre-
dictable economic consequences for the u.s.

the bank does its largest loan volumes for 
big-ticket exporters like Boeing, but it also 
helps mid-sized exporters across the country. 
Without its help, many of them would with-
draw from foreign markets.

Opponents of the Ex-Im Bank appear to think 
that they are appealing to ordinary working 
Americans who distrust Big Business and gov-
ernment subsidies. But their position, if suc-
cessful, will reduce blue-collar jobs. 

the opponents also appeal to principle, argu-
ing that government ought not to subsidize the 
private sector. yet it is notable that they have 
decided to attack the Ex-Im Bank, a compara-
tively small player in government subsidies, 
instead of focusing on much larger tax breaks 
for certain industries and hedge funds, or huge 
government guarantees of home mortgages 
that are beneficial to the financial industry 
and real estate sector.

Admirable as the desire is to disentangle gov-
ernment and the private sector and do away 
with sweetheart deals, opponents of the Ex-Im 
Bank have chosen the wrong target.

they would close an institution that helps 
American firms compete against subsidized 
foreign competition and in the process create 
economic growth and good jobs. 

And they call themselves Republicans?  

Save Ex-Im Bank and U.S. jobs 

The world’s largest and most complex 
machine recently began cranking 
back to life for the first time in two 
years deep underground along the 

border of switzerland and France. It is the 
most ambitious science experiment ever con-
ducted by humanity, and the data it provides 
could help explain the most fundamental 
properties of the universe.

the Large hadron collider — developed by 
the European center for Nuclear Research 
(cERN) with help from more than 7,000 sci-
entists representing at least 85 countries — ex-
amines the tiniest building blocks of reality. 

It accelerates packets of protons to very nearly 
the speed of light along an 18-mile loop of su-
perconducting magnetic tubes, smashing the 
particles together. sensors analyze the explosion, 
which produces smaller particles that flit into 
existence for just billionths of a second before 
decaying. those particles are key to the current 
scientific understanding of, well, everything.

take, for example, the higgs boson, which the 
Lhc helped observe in 2012 for the first time 
ever. It is a massless particle that comprises an 
invisible field that permeates everything in 
the universe. But when other particles interact 
with the higgs field, they obtain mass. In other 

words, the higgs boson could be the reason 
that matter is possible.

In its second round of experiments and after 
two years of upgrades that will allow it to ac-
celerate particles at much higher energies, the 
Lhc will continue to explore the properties 
of the higgs boson — and look at even more 
bizarre phenomena like dark matter, higher 
dimensions, black holes and the possibility 
that gravity, like light, has an entire spectrum.

tech times reported Monday that tests of 
a “superconducting coil as part of the high-
luminosity upgrade ... suggest that the new 
design, which involves magnets, will be right 
for its use in the Lhc.”

that could help scientists further confirm  
the standard Model, a fundamental framework 
of physics based on Einstein’s theory of relativ-
ity. Or it could reveal data that force a sweeping 
re-evaluation of conventional physics wisdom .

In a way, discoveries allowed by the Lhc are 
secondary to the monumental achievement of 
simply conceiving, building and operating the 
device. It is a testament to the power of science, 
curiosity and exploration to break down bar-
riers to human knowledge.

And for the Lhc, the biggest obstacles come 
in the tiniest sizes. 

Small particles, big mysteries

Editorials

Letters to the Editor

On June 17, an unspeakable and hate-
filled tragedy occurred in charleston at 
our beloved Emanuel AME church. As 

a community, we grieved, we prayed, we came 
together to start our healing and recovery 
process. 

We have been awed and humbled by our col-
laborative response of unity, grace, kindness 
and love. And as we still grieve, we recognize 
the importance of moving forward. We un-
derstand the responsibility falls to all of us to 
continue the good works of s.c. sen. clementa 
Pinckney, sharonda coleman singleton, ty-
wanza sanders, Ethel Lance, susie Jackson, 
cynthia hurd, Myra thompson, daniel sim-
mons sr. and dePayne Middleton doctor.

Next week, the state senate and house of 
Representatives will debate the removal of 
the confederate flag from the statehouse 
grounds. the charleston Metro chamber of 
commerce, representing 125,000 employees 
and more than 1,600 businesses in our region, 
strongly urges the swift removal of the con-
federate flag and placement of it in a museum 
of historical significance. the flag negatively 
impacts our collective ability to attract talent 
as well as our ability to attract capital invest-
ment and jobs in our region and south caro-
lina. the time has come, and it is right to take 
this step now. 

We urge you, as business leaders and citi-
zens of our region, to contact your elected 
officials this week and next. Ask them to 
remove the confederate flag and place 
it in a museum of historical importance. 

visit http://www.charlestonchamber.net/
openletter/#ElectedOfficials for a complete list 
of elected officials and contact information.

Beyond the symbol of the flag, your charles-
ton Metro chamber of commerce is com-
mitted to continuing to work with businesses, 
residents, non-profits, schools, elected leaders 
and supportive citizens to sustain this strong 
momentum of inclusion and respect through-
out our Metro. We aim to help create a lasting 
welcome place for businesses to thrive, talent 
to grow and our region to prosper.  

Our members, volunteer leaders and profes-
sional staff are intent on taking this positive 
energy and power of forgiveness and turning 
them into something lasting, deep, mean-
ingful and uniquely charleston. Because we 
strongly believe, right now and here, this is 
what it means to lead. We owe no less to the 
nine lives lost, and to all of us who live and 
work in our region. 

For them. For all of us. For Metro charles-
ton. Now is the time for this transformation. 

 
LAuRA G. vARN
chair of the Board of directors
charleston Metro chamber of commerce
Leeds Avenue
North Charleston

 
BRyAN dERREBERRy
President and cEO
charleston Metro chamber of commerce
Leeds Avenue
North Charleston

Time has come to remove the flag
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Plant nine trees
Warren Peper’s recent 

moving comment on the 
Charleston Nine firefighters 
reminded me of something 
that, I believe, would be a wor-
thy and impressive addition to 
the memorial park located at 
the site of their sacrifice.

When the memorial is 
viewed from the street, there 
is little to draw one’s attention 
to its presence, nor is there 
much to establish that it is 
a place of unique, hallowed 
importance.  In addition, 
when entering the memorial 
grounds, the space evokes an 
empty, lonely feeling that is 
reinforced by the simple scat-
tering of small installations 
that mark where the brave 
firefighters fell.  

I propose that at each of the 
locations marking the fall 
of one of these brave men, a 
stately Italian cypress tree be 
planted. This very tall ever-
green tree grows naturally to 
form what is reminiscent of 
the magnificent steeples seen 
on many houses of worship.  
These sentinels would stand 
as proud witness to those men 
and strongly state, even when 
seen from a distance, that this 
is a place of enduring honor 
that should be recognized by 
those whom they and their 
brethren protect.

 
ANdreW esTAver
Nicholson Street
Charleston

Delay retirement
Among the many wonderful 

attributes that make Joe riley 
the best mayor in the country 
— and perhaps the world — is 
his ability to help our commu-
nity heal during times of great 
tragedy.  Never has that been 
more apparent than in the 
aftermath of the horrific mur-
ders that took place in our city 
June 17 — even surpassing his 
amazing stewardship follow-
ing Hurricane Hugo in 1989.

As someone who has the 
honor of knowing the great 
man (and make no mistake, 
he is no less than that), I am 
well aware that he has been 
looking forward to retir-
ing from the post he has so 
remarkably filled for the last 
four decades. That being said, 
I am respectfully requesting 
that he postpone doing so for 
another four years.

Mayor riley, Charleston 
needs your leadership more 
than ever. Perhaps the greatest 
gift you could give the city you 
love so much is one more term 
to help heal it during this time 
of such unimaginable pain.

I am confident that I am not 
alone in my belief.

 
rANdolPH PrITCHArd
Stefan Drive
Charleston

Reform ACA
The supreme Court’s rul-

ing upholding the nationwide 
tax subsidies under the Af-
fordable Care Act preserves 
health insurance for millions 
of Americans. let’s be honest, 
many republicans are vow-
ing to continue the fight to 
repeal the ACA while at the 
same time breathing a sigh 
of relief because, in spite of 
all the ACA bashing, we have 
yet to see another alternative 
plan for affordable health care 
offered by the republicans to 
replace it. Why not? 

Perhaps that is so because 
the seeds for the ACA were 
born in conservative think-
tanks to begin with. In the 
late 1980s, conservative think-
tanks suggested that every 
American be required to buy 
health insurance. Many re-
publicans jumped on the idea. 
Basically, ensuring that the 
uninsured have responsibility 
for their own health care is a 
conservative idea, and a good 
one. 

Furthermore, we have Mitt 
romney’s Massachusetts 
health care law to thank for 
inspiring the ACA. 

Chief Justice roberts wrote, 
“The combination of three 
reforms — insurance mar-
ket regulation, a coverage 

mandate, and tax credits 
— reduced the uninsured in 
Massachusetts to 2.6 percent, 
by far the lowest in the na-
tion.” so why are republicans 
so against the ACA? Instead, 
how about making the ACA 
better instead of talking non-
sense of repealing it for the 
51st time? Is it just politics?

Why is Nikki Haley calling 
the conservative legislation 
of the ACA “a disaster”? do 
we really want to return to 
the days of being rejected 
for policies at an insurance 
company’s whim, paying for 
substandard policies, and tax-
payers footing the tremendous 
bill for expensive emergency 
room care/medical care for all 
those uninsured? 

enough is enough. Just as it 
is right to take down the Con-
federate flag from statehouse 
grounds, it is only right to put 
health care for Americans in 
its proper place of political re-
form and to move on to a bet-
ter America for its people.

After all, republicans, you 
helped create the ACA, and 
I want to give credit where 
credit is due.

ANN ozArk
Pond Pine Trail
Summerville

Not the time
I was raised that there is a 

time and place for everything. 
Nine families lost loved ones 
in emanuel AMe Church on 
June 17. Charlestonians came 
together in an outpouring of 
support for those families. It 
was not “white” and “black,” 
but all races who cared for 
their neighbors and friends. 
That is the way we were 
raised.

How uncaring, rude and 
thoughtless of some members 
in the media to bring up the 
Confederate battle flag in Co-
lumbia. This was not the time. 
shame on you.

r.C. BurToN
Wade Hampton Drive
Charleston

Take down the flag
some symbols of the Con-

federacy I accept, not for what 
they represent, but in a spirit 
of reconciliation. 

When the Civil War ended, 
we as a nation faced the task 
of putting ourselves back in 
order, once again to unite as a 
community. Historians agree 
that the war was fought largely 
to prevent the end of slavery. 
Many who fought on the los-
ing side did so with a sense of 
honor, even as their side was 
not fighting for an honorable 
cause. I welcome the rebels’ 
return to our great country, 
along with the symbols they 
chose to treasure.

The Confederate battle flag 
might have remained one of 
those symbols, accepted and 
tolerated by the rest of us be-
cause of what they represented 
to the south, as reminders to 
us all of the need to accept, 
tolerate and move forward. 
However, that flag has a his-
tory not shared by other sym-
bols of the rebellion. 

The battle flag was given 
new life in the 1950s and ’60s 
as the south once again drew 
battle lines, this time against 
the forces of desegregation. 

once it was flown in defi-
ance of desegregation, it was 
no longer a symbol of honor, 
or history, and most certainly 
was not flown in any spirit 
of reconciliation. Those who 
chose to use it in that way 
made it into a symbol of hate, 
of bigotry, of unspeakable vio-
lence. In so doing they defiled 
that flag, destroying any sense 
of honor it may have once 
claimed, indelibly linking it 
to the evils of Jim Crow in the 
eyes of many Americans. 

No symbol of the hatred of 
one group for another has 
any business flying on the 
property of a government that 
represents all people. 

We are all Americans. 
Take down that flag.

rICHArd Cook
E. Montague Avenue
Charleston

Barring some unforeseen ob-
stacle, this week should see the 
Confederate flag lowered from 
its flagpole on the statehouse 

grounds and removed to a museum. And 
that’s where this relic of the past belongs.

As legislators return to Columbia, the 
flag issue could go before the General 
Assembly as early as Monday. In a sense, 
however, south Carolina already has spo-
ken.

Furling the flag has the support of town 
councils, civic leaders, civil rights orga-
nizations, church groups, college boards,  
coaches and business groups. Public sup-
port for the flag’s removal can best be de-
scribed as overwhelming. 

Gov. Nikki Haley’s call to remove the 
flag is supported by all of the state’s living 
ex-governors, republican and democrat. 
They include ernest F. Hollings, richard 
riley, david Beasley, Jim Hodges and 
Mark sanford. sens. lindsey Graham and 
Tim scott have expressed the same view. 

sen. Graham told CNN: “God help 
south Carolina if we fail to remove the 
flag.”

More than two-thirds of the legislature 
polled by The Post and Courier have said 
they support bringing down the flag. let’s 
hope that means tomorrow. 

The f lag still has its supporters. For 
some south Carolinians, the banner is a 
reminder of the bravery of Palmetto state 
soldiers during the Civil War, in which 
more than 20,000 of them died.

For others, though, it is a reminder of a 
darker side of south Carolina history — 
slavery, Jim Crow, and the opposition to 
civil rights.

The Confederate battle f lag means 

dramatically different things to different 
people; it is unquestionably a symbol of 
division. 

That is enough reason to remove it from 
its location adjacent the center of state gov-
ernment. For clearly, it no longer repre-
sents south Carolina.  

A legislative compromise in 2000 at-
tempted to resolve the issue, but ultimately 
it failed to do so. While the flag was re-
moved from a sovereign position on the 
capitol dome, it was relocated to a more 
prominent place in front of the statehouse.

The controversy was raised anew by the 
June 17 shooting deaths of nine people, 
including a state senator, at Charleston’s 
emanuel AMe Church. A 21-year-old 
lexington man charged with the murders 
had photos of himself posted online hold-
ing a Confederate flag and a handgun. It 
was a painful reminder of what the flag 
has long symbolized for hate groups like 
the ku klux klan. 

The emanuel tragedy has caused the 
state to re-evaluate the negative message 
that the flag carries for many south Caro-

linians, black and white.
That former s.C. senate President Pro 

Tem Glenn McConnell, the architect of 
the 2000 compromise, has advocated 
bringing the flag down represents a de-
cisive shift in public opinion. 

Indeed, sen. lee Bright, r-spartanburg, 
appears to be the last outspoken legislative 
supporter for keeping it at the Confederate 
monument. 

The fact that he is now seeking a public 
referendum on the issue is yet another in-
dication that legislators are decided on the 
flag, and that the only thing delaying its 
removal is the pending vote by the General 
Assembly.

Nevertheless, the legislature has a dis-
mal record of getting things done this 
session. Neither of its top 2015 priorities 
— ethics reform and transportation fund-
ing — came to fruition.

 A vote to remove the flag in the wake 
of the emanuel AMe tragedy could help 
lawmakers redeem the legislative year. on 
the other hand, it would be disastrous if 
the flag vote were held up by legislative 
maneuvering or a filibuster. 

 The legislature put the flag on the dome 
in 1962, brought it down to the Confeder-
ate monument in 2000 and should furl it 
finally in 2015.

As the legislature convenes on Monday 
to take up gubernatorial budget vetoes, it 
should dispatch the flag issue first. law-
makers should approve a bill to bring 
down the flag, and upon the signature of 
the governor, state officials should then 
respectfully proceed to do so, without 
equivocation or delay.

To do so will be an act of unity and rec-
onciliation for south Carolina. 

Divisive symbol rates removal

It’s a shocking price tag — the larg-
est of its kind in united states his-
tory. But the $18.7 billion settlement 
reached by BP and state and federal 

governments on Thursday offers some 
justice for the five states and millions of 
residents devastated by the 2010 deep-
water Horizon disaster.

Thursday’s settlement, if approved, 
would raise the oil giant’s total payout as-
sociated with the deepwater spill to an un-
precedented $53 billion, according to BP. 

u.s. Attorney General loretta lynch 
called it “the largest settlement with a sin-
gle entity in American history.” That du-
bious distinction seems only appropriate 
compensation for the planet’s largest-ever 
marine oil spill and one of the country’s 
worst man-made disasters.

After a fiery blowout on April 20, 2010 
that killed 11 workers and sank the deep-
water Horizon oil rig, more than 200 mil-
lion gallons of oil poured into the Gulf of 
Mexico before the leak was finally capped 
months later. since then, BP has already 
spent billions of dollars in clean-up costs 
as well as in civil and criminal penalties. 
Thousands of civil suits remain in courts.

Thursday’s settlement includes at least 
$7 billion for federal and state environ-
mental claims, $5.5 billion in Clean Water 
Act violations, $5 billion in state economic 
claims and $1 billion to be spread among 
roughly 400 municipal governments.

The settlement represents a win for Gulf 
states, which desperately need the money 
to fund ongoing coastal environmental 
restoration and economic redevelopment 
related to the spill. But it should also serve 
as a stark reminder of what is at stake as 
Atlantic Coast states consider whether to 
allow offshore drilling. 

And despite the myriad safety precau-
tions taken by the oil industry in the wake 
of the deepwater blowout, substantial 
risks remain. 

In May, a ruptured pipeline onshore 
spewed more than 100,000 gallons of 
crude oil into a santa Barbara, Calif., run-
off drain. About one-fifth of the spilled oil 
eventually flowed into the Pacific ocean, 
creating a slick that stretched for miles. 
The clean-up is ongoing.

Nonetheless, a number of misguided 
south Carolina officials continue to ad-
vocate oil exploration and drilling off our 

state’s coast. 
In June, the state department of Health 

and environmental Control refused to hear 
appeals over issuing a permit for seismic 
testing in waters off the state’s coast. The 
decision came despite pressure from envi-
ronmental groups and three lowcountry 
municipalities.

some experts suggest that seismic explo-
ration may threaten already fragile marine 
populations. The technique uses powerful 
bursts of air to search the ocean floor for 
oil and gas deposits, creating booming 
noises that could potentially harm nearby 
animals, including dolphins and whales. 

Already, more than 500 elected officials 
and 60 municipal governments on the east 
Coast have announced their opposition to 
Atlantic oil drilling, according to oceana, 
an oceans advocacy organization. The 
magnitude of Thursday’s settlement over 
the BP spill should help further strengthen 
those numbers.

Just one accident can alter the lives of 
millions of coastal residents and count-
less marine animals for decades to come. 
Much of that damage can never be undone 
— with any sum of money.

Count the costs of oil spill damage
AP Photo/GerAld herbert

The Deepwater Horizon oil rig burns in the Gulf of Mexico on April 21, 2010, after a huge blowout the previous day. 

The Confederate battle flag flies in 
front of the S.C. Statehouse.
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One Charleston
Mother Emanuel African 

Methodist Episcopal church 
is my church. It is where I 
was christened as a child, and 
where I learned many of the 
values I take with me daily 
on this life’s journey. those 
principles of perseverance, 
kindness to others, respect, 
Godliness and leadership were 
all nurtured within the hal-
lowed walls of her sanctuary. 
It is there that I learned the 
resolve that has allowed us all 
to deal with the tragic events 
of June 17 with grace, love and 
forgiveness.

We will eventually heal, but 
we will never be the same. 
As a trustee and life-long 
member of Mother Emanuel, 
I want to thank you for the 
kindness and love you have 
shown to our congregation. 
Mother Emanuel has a his-
tory of overcoming adversity, 
and for over 200 years she has 
stood steadfast, her steeple 
serving as a beacon for those 
in need. she will once again 
stay true to her congrega-
tion and survive this terrible 
ordeal.

From the strength of her 
members, we can all learn 
some very important lessons. 
We must come together, stay 
together and work together to 
show the world that charles-
ton will be the standard-bear-
er as a city.  

But as we pray and as we 
think, we must develop our 
plan. We will develop poli-
cies to “protect our people.” 
Policies that will make sure 
this city works for everyone. 
Policies that mean that we 
will stay forever united and 
focused on doing what is best 
for everyone.

the events of June 17 have 
shown us that we can do all of 
these things. Out of tragedy 
we have found a light and a 
way. We must dedicate our-
selves to ensuring this spirit 
of “One charleston” remains 
intact and resolute.

so that the lives of the 
Emanuel Nine were not lost in 
vain, we must all see to it that 
this remains the reality for 
generations to come.

 
WILLIAM D. GREGORIE
charleston city council
District six
Grove Street
Charleston

Money pitches
Being inherently curious as 

well as thoroughly annoyed at 
the usage of paper and post-
age, I decided in late Decem-
ber 2014 to keep track of the 
“charitable” requests for my 
money.  From Jan. 1 through 
June 30 I have found the fol-
lowing: 54 different requests, 
plus another 164 requests by 
these same agencies. Only 22 
agencies made single requests, 
while 32 made multiple re-
quests.  

the grand prize winner was 
the American cancer society 
with 12, followed closely by 
AARP Foundation, Alzheim-
er’s Disease Research, Defend-
ers of Wildlife, and World 
Wildlife Fund, each with 10 
“urgent” notices. some or-
ganizations went so far as to 
send two requests which ar-
rived on the same day. 

I am not a big giver and prefer 
to make contributions to local 
agencies with which I am famil-

iar. But I find it disturbing to 
have my donations used to pay 
printers and the post office.  

having been employed by 
non-profit organizations I 
realize how important volun-
tary funding can be. It will be 
interesting to see if  the results 
for the last six months of 2015 
are the same.

NANcy DAvIDONIs
Gin House Court
Charleston

No appeasement
I removed the confederate 

battle flag from my flag pole 
after the shooting and deaths 
of nine people in the Emanuel 
AME church downtown. I 
placed the 1st confederate 
states of America flag under 
the American flag. 

On July 3 someone came by 
my house and shot my win-
dows and awning while I had 
gone to pick up my husband. 
I was gone 45 minutes to an 
hour. this message is for all of 
south carolina — removing 
the flag won’t appease or serve 
anyone.

ANNIE cADDELL
West 1st North Street
Summerville 

Join the team
A suggestion to the charles-

ton county school District 
Board members — I have 
learned over the years when 
you are on the short end of a 
6-3 or 5-4 vote you are most 
valuable to your constituents  
and community in joining the 
team in support of the issue 
at hand. 

you can cry in your beer at 
home.  

ELtON cARRIER
councilman
town of Mount Pleasant
King Street
Mount Pleasant 

Science or politics
I’m responding to a June 7 

letter titled “climate change.” 
science is a continuous pro-
cess of empirical examination 
of reality. you can bet that 
when someone says the debate 
is over or uses words like con-
sensus or 99 percent, the issue 
has gone political.

Global warming can involve 
many variables such as solar 
activity, minor changes in 
Earth’s orbit and inclination, 
effects from the ocean, and 
changes in the atmosphere. 
the Earth has been warming 
and the seas have been rising 
since the last ice age.

today’s global warming 
hype centers on the theory 
that atmospheric emissions of 
carbon dioxide (cO2) are the 
sole driver of global warming. 
By itself, cO2 is a trace gas 
and barely measurable. cO2 is 
not a pollutant. Without cO2, 
life on Earth would expire.

Between 1998 and 2015, the 
world pumped an increasing 
amount of cO2 into the atmo-
sphere. yet taken as an aggre-
gate of global temperatures for 
those years, many scientists 
contend that the average or 
mean of the data has shown 
little or no change. this is-
sue is hotly debated and is far 
from being settled.

World renowned scientists 
such as Nobel Prize winner 
Ivar Giaever, Princeton physi-

cist and former director of 
science at the u.s. Department 
of Energy William happer, 
award winning meteorologist 
and Weather channel founder 
John coleman, and Freeman 
Dyson charge that global 
warming hype resembles reli-
gion, not science. thousands of 
scientists have signed petitions 
supporting that charge. John 
coleman calls global warming 
“the greatest scam in history.”

Why is there so much hype 
regarding this issue? the 
answer is simple. the federal 
government spends untold 
billions of dollars a year for 
climate change and green 
technology research; that’s 
a lot of job security. Driven 
by the Democratic Party, it 
provides government the 
incentive to raise taxes and 
grow the power of the federal 
government.

Whether man-made or not, 
only affluent nations will have 
the resources to combat global 
warming. the challenge will 
be adjusting to the change 
without ruining our economy.

BILL BIssEttE
Short Street
Charleston

Personal poverty
In the June 14 Post and 

courier, Washington Post col-
umnist Jennifer Rubin wrote 
an article on poverty in the 
united states. she states that 
after 50 years of “War on Pov-
erty” and the spending of tril-
lions of entitlement dollars, no 
headway has been made; the 
percentage of people in pov-
erty has remained unchanged. 

she also mentions the con-
servative position that a rising 
economic tide will raise all 
boats, and she insinuates that 
this has also not worked. 

What she did not define is 
what a “boat” is. It is a person 
ready and willing to work. 
so when the economic tide 
rises and a person is not in the 
boat, his economic situation 
will not change.

Being in or out of poverty 
boils down to being ready and 
willing to work, using one’s 
current skill set. Government, 
no matter how it tries, cannot 
“give” a person or family out 
of poverty.

JERRy JOhNsON
Prestwick Court
Summerville

Heart or head?
Whenever I am given a 

choice between “the heart”  
and “the head,”  I find it is 
usually best that “the head” 
wins. the recent decisions by 
the supreme court are a good 
example of this order. 

It would have been a disaster 
for the court and the country 
had they ruled otherwise.  
Even a court with a conserva-
tive majority had better sense 
than to disrupt the health care 
of millions or go against what 
is now popular sentiment in 
favor of gay marriage. 

 the court let its head over-
rule its heart. smart move.  
But the stench of citizens 
united still hangs over the 
court, and must ultimately be 
reversed if our democracy is 
to survive.

WILLIAM A. JOhNsON
Serotina Court
Mount Pleasant

The confederate flag in front of 
the statehouse finally became 
history with Gov. Nikki haley’s 
signing of a bill thursday to take 

it from the monument where it has flown 
for 15 years. 

the outcome was a triumph for south 
carolina — and for Gov. haley, who called 
for the flag to come down following the 
shooting deaths of nine people at charles-
ton’s Emanuel AME church on June 17.

On thursday, she credited the compas-
sionate response of the family members of 
those slain for making possible the quick 
turnaround on the flag. two days after the 
murders, family members expressed their 
forgiveness of the accused killer during a 
bond hearing for him. It was an unforget-
table act of christian charity. 

the final success of the flag bill owed 
much to the perseverance of those house 
members who were willing to meet ob-
structionism with patience during a mar-
athon session that ended early thursday 
morning. 

the flag will be furled Friday morning 
and taken to the confederate Relic Room 
of the state Museum. 

the Legislature’s sudden shift was in part 
a response to the loss of a colleague, state 
sen. clementa Pinckney, who was among 
those slain. It also reflected a recognition of 
the painful message that the flag conveys 
to many south carolinians. the man ac-
cused of the racially motivated crime post-
ed photos of himself on the Web holding a 
confederate flag and a handgun.

the flag vote was easily the most impor-
tant action the legislative year. But the is-
sue was still in doubt as house members 
debated into the early morning hours. 

On Wednesday, the house struggled to 
overcome what might best be described 
as a filibuster by amendment. Faced with 
dozens of amendments, many sponsored 
by Rep. Mike Pitts, R-Laurens, legislative 
action was reduced to a crawl.

there were numerous pointless, time-
consuming amendments to remove each 
monument at the statehouse and replace 
it with shrubbery. One amendment called 
for the American flag at the statehouse to 
be flown upside down.

And there was extensive discussion over 
an amendment to have an advisory state-
wide referendum to determine where the 
electorate stood on the issue. Of course, 
such a referendum couldn’t be held until 
2016, or acted on before 2017. so it would 
have served to delay action for the long 
term. 

Fortunately, those who supported the 
simple restorative act of bringing the flag 
down were clearly as committed to that 
goal as their counterparts in the senate, 
which voted 36-3 to do so on tuesday.

the house vote followed impassioned 
pleas from legislators who described pas-
sage of the bill as a necessity for the state 

and particularly the charleston commu-
nity. 

“We owe it to the people of this state, we 
owe it to the families [of the Emanuel Nine] 
and we owe it to ourselves,” said Rep. John 
king, D-york. “Make south carolina an 
inviting place for all people.”

Rep. Leon stavrinakis, D-charleston, 
urged the house not to quit before mak-
ing a decision: “Do this now. ... Let’s end 
this for south carolina, for good.”

Flag supporters spoke about their strong 
attachment to the flag as representing the 
gallantry and sacrifices of their ancestors 
who fought under the banner in the civil 
War. 

But it is impossible to deny the negative 
associations that the f lag has for many 
south carolinians, black and white. 

Rep. Gary clary, R-Pickens, cited its as-
sociations with the ku klux klan, a link 
he witnessed as a youngster in the upstate 
during the civil rights era. On Wednesday, 
he wondered what hate group might hijack 
the battle flag next.

“We need to move this divisive symbol 
from the front yard of the statehouse,” said 
Rep. clary, a retired circuit judge. he urged 
representatives to support the bill approved 
by “the senate that has lost its colleague.”

Much of Monday’s senate debate re-
flected the shock and dismay at the tragic 
deaths of Rev. Pinckney and his church 
members. In contrast, the debate in the 
house was centered around the flag’s im-
portance to south carolina’s heritage and 
the importance of keeping it, or another 
civil War-era banner, at the monument. 

But the divisions created by the flag were 
painfully evident in the house as the debate 
wore on into the night. By 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, Rep. Jenny horne, R-summerville, had 
clearly had enough of the heritage argu-
ment. While stating that she is a descendent 
of confederate President Jefferson Davis, 
she emphatically told the house that it was 
time to remove “this symbol of hate.”

“this issue isn’t getting better with age,” 
she said.

Rep. Joe Neal, D-Richland, pointedly de-
scribed the battle flag as “a thumb in the 
eye to those in charleston who lost loved 
ones.”

“With the flag standing out front, the en-
tire African American community feels a 
pain,” Rep. Jerry Govan, D-Orangeburg, 
added. “the time is right, the need is great 
and the reasons are compelling.”

A sense of shared achievement was pal-
pable at the statehouse signing ceremony 
on thursday afternoon as haley honored 
those slain, their families and a Legislature 
that was able to come together to resolve 
the  long-standing controversy in a mean-
ingful way. 

For too long, this flag has been a divi-
sive symbol in south carolina. Furling it 
should serve as a symbol of unity that all 
south carolinians can support. 

Historic S.C. triumph:
Finally furling the flag
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Impressive speech
Everyone should watch the 

video of Rep. Jenny horne’s 
impassioned and impressive 
speech in the s.c. house of 
Representatives advocating 
the removal of the confeder-
ate battle flag from the state-
house grounds. 

Rep. Jenny horne, a descen-
dant of Jefferson Davis and a 
lifelong south carolinian, said 
she was tired of the talk con-
necting the flag with southern 
heritage. 

As a descendant of southern 
slave owners and confederate 
soldiers, with more than 300 
years of southern heritage, I 
agree with her wholeheart-
edly. We can be proud of our 
genealogy, but not agree with, 
or take pride in, everything 
that our ancestors did. slavery 
was wrong and the war that 
was fought to preserve slavery 
was wrong.  

People who go on and on 
about southern heritage tend 
not to include our black south-
ern heritage, which is just 
as valid historically as white 
southern heritage. Our black 
neighbors also have been here 
for more than 300 years. 

the confederate battle flag 
has in fact become a symbol of 
hate. that was demonstrated 
on the website of Dylann 
Roof, where several photo-
graphs show him posing with 
the flag, along with his dia-
tribe of ethnic hatred. 

I am full of southern pride 
that Rep. horne is a member 
of the charleston delegation.

 
ROBERt P. stOcktON
Montagu Court
Charleston

Traffic gridlock
thank goodness somebody 

is paying attention to the traf-
fic gridlock and lack of mass 
transit in the greater charles-
ton area. the extensive July 
4 Post and courier coverage 
shone a light on this problem, 
but the piece’s focus on the 
I-26 summervill-to-charles-
ton corridor is too limited 
to effectively respond to the 
transportation problems that 
exist here now, and those that 
are coming down the pike in 
the near future. 

the immediate need to al-
leviate traffic on I-26 should 
not be resolved piecemeal, but 
in the context of a long-term 
mass transit solution which 
links the peninsula to sum-
merville and North charles-
ton as well as James Island, 
Johns Island, West Ashley 
and Mount Pleasant/Daniel 
Island.

the area’s transportation 
problems are not just limited 
to the north-south routes; 
they are multi-focal, and 
they are inextricably linked. 
Nothing better illustrated that 
vulnerability than the June 1 
closing of the Ravenel Bridge 
for the hazardous waste 
cleanup. It completely halted 
movement on area roads for 
the better part of a day, as 
frantic drivers searched for a 
way to work around the miss-
ing Ravenel link.

It seems from the article that 
the burden of solving these 
transportation problems falls 
on kathryn Basha, planning 
director of the Berkeley-
charleston-Dorchester 
council of Governments, who 

clearly has a big job ahead of 
her. 

this is a major regional 
problem, and I would have 
liked to hear from our repre-
sentatives in columbia and 
Washington who, after all, 
will have to “own” this prob-
lem sufficiently to provide 
the lion’s share of funding to 
solve it. 

What about the state Ports 
Authority, which has big ex-
pansion plans and clearly has 
an interest in ensuring that 
the containers they ship into 
port are loaded onto tractor-
trailers and efficiently moved 
out over our roads? 

What about the mayor’s of-
fice and mayoral candidates, 
who have been quite vocal 
about how they would grow 
the arts in charleston, but 
haven’t had much to say about 
helping people get from here 
to there to enjoy them? 

It will take strong leadership 
to get all these voices to the 
table for a big-picture solution 
that avoids getting bogged 
down in politics. Where will it 
come from?

JOycE PEDERsEN ERB
Ginned Cotton Street
Daniel Island 

King Street tribute 
As the rejuvenation of upper 

king street has been taking 
place, I have looked at the 
Morris sokol Furniture store 
on king street and had the 
feeling that it was only a mat-
ter of time. 

It seems that the time is 
upon us, and we are losing an 
institution. the Morris sokol 
family and extended family of 
employees is and always will 
be remembered by my wife 
and me, not only as a place 
to purchase furniture but as 
a place to just visit and “look 
around” and talk to some ex-
tremely nice people.

Our first purchase was with 
Al Riley. Mr. Riley was al-
ways dressed to the nines and 
would welcome you with a big 
smile. In our first conversa-
tion when I realized his last 
name was Riley, I began to 
ask, “Are you related to Mayor 
...,” and he quickly interrupted 
with “second cousin on my 
momma’s side.” 

We always laughed about 
his quick comeback, given the 
fact that Mr. Riley is black and 
the mayor is not. 

I later learned, through an 
article in the Post and cou-
rier, that Mr. Riley is very 
involved in his neighborhood 
mentoring youngsters and 
making life better in the Low-
country for all of us. 

I wish Al Riley well and 
many years of health and 
happiness and will miss the 
little visits we had from time 
to time. 

I also hope the future will 
be filled with health and hap-
piness for the sokol family 
and their extended family of 
employees. 

sEyMOuR ROsENthAL
Waterfront Drive
Mount Pleasant

One more honor
I noted with interest and 

admiration the honor the city 
of North charleston recently 
bestowed on John Bourne and 
keith summey. the honor is 

truly and most sincerely de-
served. 

Without the dedication and 
hard work of these two men 
the city would never have 
come into existence and flour-
ished as it has. 

the recognition brought to 
mind the contribution to the 
establishment of the city of 
North charleston by attorney 
James Gonzalez. Jim was the 
attorney for John Bourne and 
the city during the very dif-
ficult incorporation process 
and the early challenging 
years afterwards.

his hard work, dedication 
and astute legal guidance was 
truly the cornerstone of the 
establishment of the city of 
North charleston and its even-
tual success. It could not have 
been accomplished without 
the contributions of the then 
young lawyer, Jim Gonzalez. 
Perhaps the city can and will 
recognize Jim’s contributions 
in some appropriate manner.

hARvEy M. sPAR
Concord Street
Charleston

Forgiveness
the question of forgiveness 

was posed in the July 4 Faith 
and values section of the Post 
and courier. My answer is yes 
— I can forgive. 

On April 24, 2007, our son 
chris’s life was taken on a 
“family” beach on the island 
of Oahu, hawaii. he was 
visiting the university of 
hawaii to interview the En-
vironmental Law Program. 
he had arrived there from 
New Orleans where he re-
ceived an offer from tulane 
university. 

chris loved the beauty of 
nature and in his position at 
the Environmental health 
Perspectives journal he ex-
perienced the good and bad 
things occurring around us. 
he wanted to do more and 
believed that armed with a law 
degree he could bring about 
protection of the environment 
he loved.

When we were informed 
of his attack and ultimate 
death we were immersed in 
grief and sorrow, not only 
personally, but for our be-
loved country and what chris 
would have contributed to 
making it better. he was my 
only son and the sole carrier 
of our family’s line. We had 
to forgive his attacker be-
cause that is what christ and 
our Roman catholic faith 
teach. 

Was it difficult to forgive 
chris’s killer? Not really, 
because hate, like that ex-
pressed so violently by the 
Mother Emanuel killer, is 
meant only for sin and the 
devil. the teaching of our 
Lord and savior Jesus christ 
is really quite simple: you 
shall love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. this is 
greatest and the first com-
mandment. And the second 
is like it: you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.

the whole law and the 
prophets depend on these two 
commandments — as does 
our very existence.

PhIL REuthER
Brady Street
Daniel Island

Some observers lament that people are 
increasingly indifferent to and igno-
rant about government. Well, they 
should have seen the 2,000 people at 

the s.c. statehouse Friday as the confederate 
flag was brought down.

the crowd knew just what was happening: A 
flag that symbolized slavery, segregation, hate 
and division to many south carolinians was 
coming down. And their reaction was one of 
jubilation.

Republicans and Democrats, young and old, 
black and white, all celebrated a common goal 
— removing something that brought discord 
and heartache.

they cheered as a state patrolman cranked 
it down slowly and his fellow officers folded 
it ceremoniously to be exhibited as part of the 
confederate Relic Room at the state Museum.

the decision to remove the flag didn’t come 
quickly or easily. A confederate flag had flown 
at the statehouse since 1962, and state legisla-
tors have been sharply divided over whether it 
should stay or go for years. 

Many said it symbolized their ancestors’ sac-
rifice and courage, not slavery or hate. they in-

sisted their constituents wanted the flag to stay. 
seeing Friday’s crowd should provide those 

legislators some solace. clearly there is a broad 
sentiment for its removal.

People and organizations, churches and 
neighbors have pledged to put their newly re-
juvenated desire for a united community to 
work. that should provide encouragement to 
all of us.

Descendants of civil War soldiers will con-
tinue to honor their ancestors’ bravery and grit. 
And this symbol of their story won’t be forgot-
ten — just moved to a more appropriate place.

conversations will surely continue about 
related issues, like whether tillman hall at 
clemson university should retain its name. 
those discussions should be civil and respect-
ful. Now that we have seen a renewed pride in 
our community and our state, we know those 
discussions can be just that.

the tragic murder of nine members of 
Emanuel AME church broke our hearts. the 
astounding grace shown by the victims’ fami-
lies changed many hearts and minds. 

Now that the flag is down, let the state’s re-
newed sense of unity prevail.

Unity and finality on the flag

Since the invention of the Internet, 
the wealth of the nation has been 
entrusted to digital systems that in-
crease productivity and ease of access. 

unfortunately those data can be stolen — in 
some cases more easily than robbing a bank. 
Meanwhile, networks can crash, interrupting 
important services. these vulnerabilities in-
creasingly threaten the nation’s economy and 
security. they must be eliminated.

Part of the problem is poor design. the New 
york stock Exchange erred while introducing 
a new software program, prompting the ex-
change to shut down trading for more than 
three hours on Wednesday. thankfully, other 
electronic exchanges made it possible for trad-
ing to continue.

A united Airlines computer system crashed, 
also on Wednesday, grounding several thou-
sand flights. Both incidents appear to be self-
inflicted wounds, though questions linger. At 
this point, the lesson is that greater attention 
must be paid to reliability of hardware and 
software.

the same can be said of cyber security. the 
sophistication of criminal and hostile govern-
ment attacks on commercial and governmental 
computer systems has reached a high degree 
of proficiency. those with outdated computer 
systems are woefully unprepared to defend 
themselves.

Example A is the federal Office of Person-
nel Management, where data containing per-
sonal details of about 22 million Americans 

employed by the government and industry 
were stolen over the last year in sophisticated 
attacks, very possibly by the government of 
china with hostile intent. the files contain 
information that could help hackers gain access 
to intelligence and military secrets. On Friday, 
OPM director katherine Archuleta belatedly 
resigned because of the cyber breach.

A third crash Wednesday, of the Wall street 
Journal’s Internet site, remains under investi-
gation. It may have a technical explanation. Or 
it may have been the work of hackers.

On tuesday an anarchist organization of 
hackers called Anonymous claimed that 
Wednesday would be a bad day for Wall 
street, though so far no evidence has surfaced 
to indicate its involvement. 

But as FBI Director James comey told con-
gress Wednesday, “In my business, you don’t 
love coincidences.”

A first step toward improving the nation’s cy-
ber defenses is sharing information on threats. 
According to the symantec corporation, last 
year nearly one million new cyber threats were 
issued daily. 

the house has passed legislation authoriz-
ing companies to share computer security 
information with each other and the federal 
government. the senate also needs to act on it.

stopping hackers has become as important as 
keeping secrets in wartime. Everything from 
the security of one’s bank account to the na-
tion’s defenses now depends on a disciplined 
national effort to stop cyber theft.

A shaky cyber foundation

T he same charleston county school 
Board that voted 5-4 to hire Ger-
rita Postlewait as superintendent 
of the charleston county school 

District last week gave her a two-year con-
tract this week by a 7-0 margin. the board 
was right to provide its affirmation for the 
new superintendent as the district heads into 
the next school year.

Dr. Postlewait’s new job will be hard enough 
even with a unified board.

the contract vote, however, was notable 
for two absences. Board members Michael 
Miller and chris collins weren’t at the 
Wednesday meeting and didn’t cast their 
votes. they were among the four trustees 
who voted against hiring Dr. Postlewait 
over two other finalists, including Dr. Lisa 
herring, ccsD’s deputy superintendent for 
academics.

Mr. Miller cited a scheduling conf lict, 
telling our reporter that he is ready to work 
with the new superintendent to move the 
district forward. “For me, it was never per-
sonal against her,” Mr. Miller said. “I’ve 
always had a problem with the process of 
the search.”

Mr. collins, in contrast, said his absence 
from the meeting was in protest of the board’s 
earlier vote to hire her. he said he would rath-
er have voted for a candidate with “a clean 
slate, not controversy.”

But the main controversy over her hiring 
was about the board’s process, not the can-
didate. From all accounts Dr. Postlewait, who 
formerly led the horry county school Dis-
trict, is fully qualified to do the job.

the selection process was imperfect, for 
sure. For example, public meetings with the 
three candidates were lightly attended because 
they were held the week following the attack at 
Emanuel AME church in which nine people 
were slain. though there was board consensus 
on the schedule, in retrospect, those meetings 
should have been delayed.

But there is no delaying the coming school 
year, and the new superintendent, the school 
board and the ccsD staff need to coordinate 
their efforts to achieve better outcomes for 
district students. 

It’s time for the public education commu-
nity to join forces.

Wednesday’s board action recognized that 
priority. 

Board must back superintendent
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