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When the federal government in 2014 announced that it would lift a longstanding moratorium and 

make offshore Atlantic drilling possible, many South Carolinians in government and business 

applauded. They were seduced by promises of the big money that might come with big oil. The 

images of oil-covered pelicans and the ugly infrastructure needed to move oil from the ocean 

floor across state beaches and marshes to refineries apparently didn’t occur to them. 

 

The Post and Courier, long an advocate for conservation, went straight to work encouraging 

residents and local officials to speak out against an initiative that could be disastrous for the 

extraordinary natural environment and fiscally disastrous as well. South Carolina’s annual $19 

billion tourist industry could be immeasurably damaged by an oil spill or by the visual blight of 

pipelines and trucks at otherwise pristine beach areas. And ecotourists, drawn here by the 

unspoiled tidal regions and diverse marine life, wildlife and birdlife, could take their binoculars to 

other destinations. 
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Further, there was good reason to question the financial windfalls that oil companies were 

describing. Jobs related to drilling often go to people with experience, who are willing to travel 

for jobs and go home to spend their money.  

 

The Post and Courier’s editorials provided a constant drumbeat of reasons to oppose offshore 

drilling and testing, at the same time conservation groups cranked up their efforts. Over a period 

of months, elected councils representing every local jurisdiction along the South Carolina coast – 

23 altogether – stood against the drilling plan. Two of the state’s congressmen, both Republicans 

representing coastal districts, eventually changed their stance and joined a coastal Democratic 

congressman to form a united front against drilling along the coast. 

 

Big Oil apologists tried to play down risks of leaks and spills, while they built up the promise of a 

huge infusion of money into this poor state. They even denied the potential damage to whales and 

turtles from sonic testing to determine if and where they would find oil or gas off the coast. In 

each case, the paper drilled down on the ugly reality of what could happen to the state financially 

and environmentally. 

 

In March, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management reversed its position on drilling off the 

Atlantic coastal region including South Carolina, and cited public opposition as a factor. The Post 

and Courier’s long campaign helped inform the coastal community of the unvarnished issue and 

gave encouragement to opponents who finally prevailed despite the governor and other state 

leaders’ persistent support for drilling.  
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A worker shovels up oil at a section of oil-marred beach about a mile east of Refugio State Beach, Calif., on Wednesday.

As south carolina contin-
ues to consider whether 
to allow oil drilling off the 
state’s coast, two compel-

ling new arguments against that risky 
endeavor emerged over the last week.

A pipeline leak in santa Barbara, ca-
lif., spilled at least 21,000 gallons of oil 
into the Pacific Ocean on tuesday, and 
the National Ocean and Atmospheric 
Administration linked a massive dol-
phin die-off to the 2010 BP Deepwater 
horizon blowout in a report released 
Wednesday.

the santa Barbara spill demonstrates 
the risks inherent in every step of the 
oil production process. the leak start-
ed with a pair of onshore pumps and 
poured into the Pacific Ocean through 
a nearby storm drain. the resulting oil 
slick stretched for nine miles.

Industry advocates argue that sig-
nificant improvements in offshore 
drilling safety make a blowout com-
parable to the BP horizon disaster in 
2010 dramatically less likely today. 
Even if that’s the case, though, ex-

tracting, transporting and refining 
oil remains a risky — and potentially 
dirty — business.

After all, pipelines rank among the 
safest methods to transport oil, but the 
santa Barbara incident shows that they 
too remain subject to periodic mishaps.

Aside from the obvious environ-
mental damage, the santa Barbara 
slick could be a disaster for that city’s 
tourism and seafood industries. Of-
ficials closed nearby beaches and 
campgrounds indefinitely, and fish-
ing and shellfish harvesting have been 
suspended.

that should offer a timely warning 
to south carolinians similarly depen-
dent on beaches and coastal waters for 
work and recreation.

Of course, humans aren’t the only 
victims of marine oil accidents.

since 2010, more than 1,000 dolphins 
have washed up dead on Gulf coast 
beaches, and the tally is still rising. 

so-called “unusual mortality events” 
are relatively common in dolphin 
populations, often caused by infec-

tious diseases. But NOAA research-
ers found significantly higher levels 
of organ damage in dolphins near the 
site of the spill, compared to dolphins 
found in other regions.

According to the report, oil exposure 
can damage the marine mammals’ 
lungs and adrenal glands, leaving 
them more susceptible to infections.

It’s only the latest evidence on the 
far-reaching impact of horizon spill 
that dumped some 4.9 million barrels 
of oil — about 205 million gallons — 
into Gulf waters.

An accident even a fraction of the 
horizon spill’s scale could devastate 
the Lowcountry’s already fragile sea-
food industry and jeopardize the tour-
ism economy for years. 

As last week’s santa Barbara spill 
proves, there are plenty of ways the oil 
industry could damage coastal south 
carolina.

And accidents far less dramatic than 
the fiery horizon catastrophe could 
still do severe and lasting damage to 
our state’s precious coast.

Two more reasons not to drill

T he criminal domestic vio-
lence bill passed by the 
house on thursday offers 
south carolina realistic 

hope for becoming a safer place. It also 
offers hope that legislators can, after all, 
compromise and get things done.

Early last week, it still appeared that 
enacting a criminal domestic violence 
law might not happen despite wide-
spread pleas from across the state. 
the senate’s bill was stronger than the 
house bill, and neither seemed inclined 
to compromise. 

But it now seems likely that the two 
chambers will be able to arrive at a bill 
to send to Gov. Nikki haley for her 
signature. the house approved a com-
promise proposal — a solid framework 
for a conference committee to use this 
week in producing a final bill that both 
the senate and the house can support.

the house bill isn’t perfect. the sen-
ate’s initial bill was tougher on pros-
ecuting cases of cDV and on keeping 
guns out of the hands of domestic 
abusers.

But the house did come quite a way 
from its early refusal to take guns from 
offenders. the revised bill would pro-
hibit offenders from having guns for 
three years on lesser charges and 10 
years on more serious violations. the 
most serious offenders would lose their 

right to have guns for life.
Federal law prohibits felons and do-

mestic violence offenders from having 
guns — a more fitting punishment — 
but the law is rarely enforced in south 
carolina, and the house was unwilling 
to go that far.

Another disappointment in the house 
bill is that prosecutors and judges 
would be allowed to plead cDV charges 
down to assault and battery, therefore 
avoiding the gun ban altogether. And 
judges can choose not to take away a 
batterer’s guns for low-level offenses.

those are troubling loopholes.
But victims advocates say the bill is a 

tremendous improvement over the way 
the state currently handles cDV viola-
tions. And given the sickening statistics 
that put south carolina near the top 
of the list of states most dangerous for 
women, things really need to change.

house speaker Jay Lucas, R-harts-
ville, also applauded the bill for re-
quiring schools to teach students about 
domestic abuse. he said it is important 
to “transform our culture,” and educa-
tion is key.

If, as expected, a strong bill from the 
conference committee becomes law, 
cDV offenders will be punished ac-
cording to the severity of the crime — 
and repeat offenders will be subject to 
stronger penalties. Offenders tend to 
inflict more damage with each offense.

the compromise bill also would allow 
prosecutors to consider whether a crime 
was committed in the presence of a mi-
nor or if the victim was strangled. those 
could carry stiffer sentences.

And judges, when setting bond, could 
consider an offender’s danger to indi-
viduals as well as community.

Further, the legislation would estab-
lish an advisory committee to study 
domestic violence cases. that is a wise 
provision. there is more to learn about 
how to adjudicate, treat and prevent 
cDV.

the house’s compromise bill goes a 
long way to addressing the insidious 
problems of criminal domestic violence 
in south carolina.

the senate should get on board so that 
our state can begin the difficult task of 
overcoming this devastating epidemic.  

House takes needed stand vs. CDV

Ban hammocks
the request to ban ham-

mocks in park trees does not 
come out of the blue. clemson 
university, a knowledge-
able agricultural source, has 
banned them, and the univer-
sity of south carolina is in the 
process of doing so. 

tight binding lines are usu-
ally used to hang hammocks 
in the same popular spots.   
their use wears rub marks 
in the bark and insects and 
disease then can access and 
damage the trees. 

Manufacturers say the straps 
are tree-friendly, and perhaps 
for individual one-time use 
that would be so; however, 
popular trees get multiple 
and even constant use and 
that means constant wear and 
damage.

Often hammock users like 
to be close together for fel-
lowship, and the downward 
weight of several people be-
comes a major stress for tree 
limbs. the limbs of young 
trees are too frequently 
harmed by excess weight, 
which they are not ready to 
bear.

charleston is known for its 
many treasures. What would 
our historic homes and parks 
look like with no trees or with 
damaged trees? We must pro-
tect them just as we protect 
our buildings and our history.

charleston trees urgently 
requests that city council 
listen to the experts and ban 
hammocks from our public 
areas.

YVONNE EVANs
chair, charleston trees
Smith Street
Charleston

This letter was also signed 
by the 13 board members of 
Charleston Trees.

Jasper plan
In the May 19 Post and cou-

rier Robert Behre reported on 
the Planning commission’s 
May 18 meeting about the ser-
geant Jasper project, in which 
he incorrectly stated that the 
city Planning Department did 
not have any recommenda-
tions regarding the proposed 
zoning change for height in 
that district. 

We did make a recom-
mendation that the Planning 
commission leave the current 
3X height district in place.

the sergeant Jasper site is a 
unique property, unlike any 
other in our historic district. 
First, it has a history that in-
cludes the current building 
on the site — an unattractive, 
non code-compliant 14-story 
building.  

Also, it is located on Broad 
street, one of our primary 
streets, and it is larger than 
any surrounding property. Fi-
nally, it sits amongst abundant 
park space. combined with its 
size, this creates the opportu-
nity to have even more greens-
pace through proper design 
and development. 

One of the great challenges 
that charleston faces is de-
ciding how downtown can 
grow in a balanced way as the 
region around it also grows. 
We should make optimal use 
of the sergeant Jasper site and 
build more densely on this 
property. 

We also believe that primar-
ily residential use is best on 
this site — including some 
lower cost housing.   

the question is how to de-
sign something that charles-
tonians will be proud of 50 
years from now. I believe that 
the 3X district can be used to 
design such a place. the initial 
proposal for the site reduced 
the height for the buildings 
substantially. unfortunately, 
this design also covered most 
of the available land.  

A reduced height will mean 
shorter, squattier buildings, 

consuming most of the site. 
this is a pattern prevalent in 
suburbs all over the country. 
While it may be acceptable in 
many places, it is not what is 
best for downtown charleston. 

A taller tower would best 
suit this site, which would 
allow for a better streetscape 
and provide more open space. 
As long as the new sergeant 
Jasper is beautiful, the height 
will become an enhancement 
of the skyline — something 
we all enjoy seeing. 

tIM kEANE
Director
Planning, Preservation 
and sustainability
city of charleston
Broad Street
Charleston

Welcome changes 
As a 20-year business trav-

eler, I am a big supporter of 
the ongoing improvements 
at charleston International 
Airport.

the enhanced restaurant 
options, improved décor and 
vibrant natural lighting repre-
sent our city well. 

travelers have been patient 
during construction, espe-
cially as relates to the new 
security screening process in 
anticipation of an expedited 
first-class system. the airport 
transformation consolidated 
two terminals and four secu-
rity gates into one system that 
is neither expedited nor best 
in class.  

It’s easy to identify the good 
airports across the coun-
try. they have both regular 
screening and tsA pre-check, 
which business and regular 
travelers have come to expect.  

And while the new system 
seems to have the capability 
for six lanes frequently only 
one lane is operational, and 
pre-check is limited.   

Airport security can define 
airports and travel today. I am 
optimistic that the current 
system is both temporary and 
transitional, but to add to my 
frustration, no one at the air-
port has been able to explain 
why the other lanes are not 
being utilized and why there 
is no fulltime tsA pre-check. 
Plenty of personnel, plenty of 
machines but they sit, unused.  

there is no doubt that all 
who arrive at chs airport will 
be thrilled by the new facili-
ties, but the lasting impression 
will be the last impression. 
And standing in a security 
line that appears to have sig-
nificant unused capacity is not 
good for tourism and it’s not 
good for business.

stED DOWD
Johnson Road 
Charleston 

Shared honor
kudos to stephanie McNeill 

for being the first woman 
inducted into the citadel’s 
Athletic hall of Fame. Not 
only was she a track and field 
standout, she was a dean’s 
list graduate. Now she is an 
Musc graduate and an  in-
tern in neurology at tulane 
university.

kudos also to her family for 
helping make her who she is 
today, but most especially to 
her 90-year-old grandmother, 
Lillian McNeill, an outstand-
ing charlestonian. 

Lillian came to work for 
our family when our children 
were little more than toddlers, 
and her strong belief in hard 
work along with a cheerful, 
optimistic attitude and com-
munity involvement went a 
long way toward making our 
children the adults they are 
today.

 she has been an exemplary 
pillar of the community. 

                                    
cYNthIA cOkER
PRIEstLEY cOkER    
Tradd Street

the Post and Courier welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must 
be signed and should carry the writer’s address for publication, 
and a daytime telephone number for verification purposes. all let-
ters are subject to editing for length, clarity, libel and good taste.  
Publication is discretionary.  Letters should be addressed to: the 
editor, the Post and Courier, 134 Columbus St., Charleston, S.C. 
29403-4800.  email to: letters@postandcourier.com.

graCe Beahm/FiLe

Silhouettes represent victims of do-
mestic violence at a Statehouse rally 
in January.
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Plant nine trees
Warren Peper’s recent 

moving comment on the 
Charleston Nine firefighters 
reminded me of something 
that, I believe, would be a wor-
thy and impressive addition to 
the memorial park located at 
the site of their sacrifice.

When the memorial is 
viewed from the street, there 
is little to draw one’s attention 
to its presence, nor is there 
much to establish that it is 
a place of unique, hallowed 
importance.  In addition, 
when entering the memorial 
grounds, the space evokes an 
empty, lonely feeling that is 
reinforced by the simple scat-
tering of small installations 
that mark where the brave 
firefighters fell.  

I propose that at each of the 
locations marking the fall 
of one of these brave men, a 
stately Italian cypress tree be 
planted. This very tall ever-
green tree grows naturally to 
form what is reminiscent of 
the magnificent steeples seen 
on many houses of worship.  
These sentinels would stand 
as proud witness to those men 
and strongly state, even when 
seen from a distance, that this 
is a place of enduring honor 
that should be recognized by 
those whom they and their 
brethren protect.

 
ANdreW esTAver
Nicholson Street
Charleston

Delay retirement
Among the many wonderful 

attributes that make Joe riley 
the best mayor in the country 
— and perhaps the world — is 
his ability to help our commu-
nity heal during times of great 
tragedy.  Never has that been 
more apparent than in the 
aftermath of the horrific mur-
ders that took place in our city 
June 17 — even surpassing his 
amazing stewardship follow-
ing Hurricane Hugo in 1989.

As someone who has the 
honor of knowing the great 
man (and make no mistake, 
he is no less than that), I am 
well aware that he has been 
looking forward to retir-
ing from the post he has so 
remarkably filled for the last 
four decades. That being said, 
I am respectfully requesting 
that he postpone doing so for 
another four years.

Mayor riley, Charleston 
needs your leadership more 
than ever. Perhaps the greatest 
gift you could give the city you 
love so much is one more term 
to help heal it during this time 
of such unimaginable pain.

I am confident that I am not 
alone in my belief.

 
rANdolPH PrITCHArd
Stefan Drive
Charleston

Reform ACA
The supreme Court’s rul-

ing upholding the nationwide 
tax subsidies under the Af-
fordable Care Act preserves 
health insurance for millions 
of Americans. let’s be honest, 
many republicans are vow-
ing to continue the fight to 
repeal the ACA while at the 
same time breathing a sigh 
of relief because, in spite of 
all the ACA bashing, we have 
yet to see another alternative 
plan for affordable health care 
offered by the republicans to 
replace it. Why not? 

Perhaps that is so because 
the seeds for the ACA were 
born in conservative think-
tanks to begin with. In the 
late 1980s, conservative think-
tanks suggested that every 
American be required to buy 
health insurance. Many re-
publicans jumped on the idea. 
Basically, ensuring that the 
uninsured have responsibility 
for their own health care is a 
conservative idea, and a good 
one. 

Furthermore, we have Mitt 
romney’s Massachusetts 
health care law to thank for 
inspiring the ACA. 

Chief Justice roberts wrote, 
“The combination of three 
reforms — insurance mar-
ket regulation, a coverage 

mandate, and tax credits 
— reduced the uninsured in 
Massachusetts to 2.6 percent, 
by far the lowest in the na-
tion.” so why are republicans 
so against the ACA? Instead, 
how about making the ACA 
better instead of talking non-
sense of repealing it for the 
51st time? Is it just politics?

Why is Nikki Haley calling 
the conservative legislation 
of the ACA “a disaster”? do 
we really want to return to 
the days of being rejected 
for policies at an insurance 
company’s whim, paying for 
substandard policies, and tax-
payers footing the tremendous 
bill for expensive emergency 
room care/medical care for all 
those uninsured? 

enough is enough. Just as it 
is right to take down the Con-
federate flag from statehouse 
grounds, it is only right to put 
health care for Americans in 
its proper place of political re-
form and to move on to a bet-
ter America for its people.

After all, republicans, you 
helped create the ACA, and 
I want to give credit where 
credit is due.

ANN ozArk
Pond Pine Trail
Summerville

Not the time
I was raised that there is a 

time and place for everything. 
Nine families lost loved ones 
in emanuel AMe Church on 
June 17. Charlestonians came 
together in an outpouring of 
support for those families. It 
was not “white” and “black,” 
but all races who cared for 
their neighbors and friends. 
That is the way we were 
raised.

How uncaring, rude and 
thoughtless of some members 
in the media to bring up the 
Confederate battle flag in Co-
lumbia. This was not the time. 
shame on you.

r.C. BurToN
Wade Hampton Drive
Charleston

Take down the flag
some symbols of the Con-

federacy I accept, not for what 
they represent, but in a spirit 
of reconciliation. 

When the Civil War ended, 
we as a nation faced the task 
of putting ourselves back in 
order, once again to unite as a 
community. Historians agree 
that the war was fought largely 
to prevent the end of slavery. 
Many who fought on the los-
ing side did so with a sense of 
honor, even as their side was 
not fighting for an honorable 
cause. I welcome the rebels’ 
return to our great country, 
along with the symbols they 
chose to treasure.

The Confederate battle flag 
might have remained one of 
those symbols, accepted and 
tolerated by the rest of us be-
cause of what they represented 
to the south, as reminders to 
us all of the need to accept, 
tolerate and move forward. 
However, that flag has a his-
tory not shared by other sym-
bols of the rebellion. 

The battle flag was given 
new life in the 1950s and ’60s 
as the south once again drew 
battle lines, this time against 
the forces of desegregation. 

once it was flown in defi-
ance of desegregation, it was 
no longer a symbol of honor, 
or history, and most certainly 
was not flown in any spirit 
of reconciliation. Those who 
chose to use it in that way 
made it into a symbol of hate, 
of bigotry, of unspeakable vio-
lence. In so doing they defiled 
that flag, destroying any sense 
of honor it may have once 
claimed, indelibly linking it 
to the evils of Jim Crow in the 
eyes of many Americans. 

No symbol of the hatred of 
one group for another has 
any business flying on the 
property of a government that 
represents all people. 

We are all Americans. 
Take down that flag.

rICHArd Cook
E. Montague Avenue
Charleston

Barring some unforeseen ob-
stacle, this week should see the 
Confederate flag lowered from 
its flagpole on the statehouse 

grounds and removed to a museum. And 
that’s where this relic of the past belongs.

As legislators return to Columbia, the 
flag issue could go before the General 
Assembly as early as Monday. In a sense, 
however, south Carolina already has spo-
ken.

Furling the flag has the support of town 
councils, civic leaders, civil rights orga-
nizations, church groups, college boards,  
coaches and business groups. Public sup-
port for the flag’s removal can best be de-
scribed as overwhelming. 

Gov. Nikki Haley’s call to remove the 
flag is supported by all of the state’s living 
ex-governors, republican and democrat. 
They include ernest F. Hollings, richard 
riley, david Beasley, Jim Hodges and 
Mark sanford. sens. lindsey Graham and 
Tim scott have expressed the same view. 

sen. Graham told CNN: “God help 
south Carolina if we fail to remove the 
flag.”

More than two-thirds of the legislature 
polled by The Post and Courier have said 
they support bringing down the flag. let’s 
hope that means tomorrow. 

The f lag still has its supporters. For 
some south Carolinians, the banner is a 
reminder of the bravery of Palmetto state 
soldiers during the Civil War, in which 
more than 20,000 of them died.

For others, though, it is a reminder of a 
darker side of south Carolina history — 
slavery, Jim Crow, and the opposition to 
civil rights.

The Confederate battle f lag means 

dramatically different things to different 
people; it is unquestionably a symbol of 
division. 

That is enough reason to remove it from 
its location adjacent the center of state gov-
ernment. For clearly, it no longer repre-
sents south Carolina.  

A legislative compromise in 2000 at-
tempted to resolve the issue, but ultimately 
it failed to do so. While the flag was re-
moved from a sovereign position on the 
capitol dome, it was relocated to a more 
prominent place in front of the statehouse.

The controversy was raised anew by the 
June 17 shooting deaths of nine people, 
including a state senator, at Charleston’s 
emanuel AMe Church. A 21-year-old 
lexington man charged with the murders 
had photos of himself posted online hold-
ing a Confederate flag and a handgun. It 
was a painful reminder of what the flag 
has long symbolized for hate groups like 
the ku klux klan. 

The emanuel tragedy has caused the 
state to re-evaluate the negative message 
that the flag carries for many south Caro-

linians, black and white.
That former s.C. senate President Pro 

Tem Glenn McConnell, the architect of 
the 2000 compromise, has advocated 
bringing the flag down represents a de-
cisive shift in public opinion. 

Indeed, sen. lee Bright, r-spartanburg, 
appears to be the last outspoken legislative 
supporter for keeping it at the Confederate 
monument. 

The fact that he is now seeking a public 
referendum on the issue is yet another in-
dication that legislators are decided on the 
flag, and that the only thing delaying its 
removal is the pending vote by the General 
Assembly.

Nevertheless, the legislature has a dis-
mal record of getting things done this 
session. Neither of its top 2015 priorities 
— ethics reform and transportation fund-
ing — came to fruition.

 A vote to remove the flag in the wake 
of the emanuel AMe tragedy could help 
lawmakers redeem the legislative year. on 
the other hand, it would be disastrous if 
the flag vote were held up by legislative 
maneuvering or a filibuster. 

 The legislature put the flag on the dome 
in 1962, brought it down to the Confeder-
ate monument in 2000 and should furl it 
finally in 2015.

As the legislature convenes on Monday 
to take up gubernatorial budget vetoes, it 
should dispatch the flag issue first. law-
makers should approve a bill to bring 
down the flag, and upon the signature of 
the governor, state officials should then 
respectfully proceed to do so, without 
equivocation or delay.

To do so will be an act of unity and rec-
onciliation for south Carolina. 

Divisive symbol rates removal

It’s a shocking price tag — the larg-
est of its kind in united states his-
tory. But the $18.7 billion settlement 
reached by BP and state and federal 

governments on Thursday offers some 
justice for the five states and millions of 
residents devastated by the 2010 deep-
water Horizon disaster.

Thursday’s settlement, if approved, 
would raise the oil giant’s total payout as-
sociated with the deepwater spill to an un-
precedented $53 billion, according to BP. 

u.s. Attorney General loretta lynch 
called it “the largest settlement with a sin-
gle entity in American history.” That du-
bious distinction seems only appropriate 
compensation for the planet’s largest-ever 
marine oil spill and one of the country’s 
worst man-made disasters.

After a fiery blowout on April 20, 2010 
that killed 11 workers and sank the deep-
water Horizon oil rig, more than 200 mil-
lion gallons of oil poured into the Gulf of 
Mexico before the leak was finally capped 
months later. since then, BP has already 
spent billions of dollars in clean-up costs 
as well as in civil and criminal penalties. 
Thousands of civil suits remain in courts.

Thursday’s settlement includes at least 
$7 billion for federal and state environ-
mental claims, $5.5 billion in Clean Water 
Act violations, $5 billion in state economic 
claims and $1 billion to be spread among 
roughly 400 municipal governments.

The settlement represents a win for Gulf 
states, which desperately need the money 
to fund ongoing coastal environmental 
restoration and economic redevelopment 
related to the spill. But it should also serve 
as a stark reminder of what is at stake as 
Atlantic Coast states consider whether to 
allow offshore drilling. 

And despite the myriad safety precau-
tions taken by the oil industry in the wake 
of the deepwater blowout, substantial 
risks remain. 

In May, a ruptured pipeline onshore 
spewed more than 100,000 gallons of 
crude oil into a santa Barbara, Calif., run-
off drain. About one-fifth of the spilled oil 
eventually flowed into the Pacific ocean, 
creating a slick that stretched for miles. 
The clean-up is ongoing.

Nonetheless, a number of misguided 
south Carolina officials continue to ad-
vocate oil exploration and drilling off our 

state’s coast. 
In June, the state department of Health 

and environmental Control refused to hear 
appeals over issuing a permit for seismic 
testing in waters off the state’s coast. The 
decision came despite pressure from envi-
ronmental groups and three lowcountry 
municipalities.

some experts suggest that seismic explo-
ration may threaten already fragile marine 
populations. The technique uses powerful 
bursts of air to search the ocean floor for 
oil and gas deposits, creating booming 
noises that could potentially harm nearby 
animals, including dolphins and whales. 

Already, more than 500 elected officials 
and 60 municipal governments on the east 
Coast have announced their opposition to 
Atlantic oil drilling, according to oceana, 
an oceans advocacy organization. The 
magnitude of Thursday’s settlement over 
the BP spill should help further strengthen 
those numbers.

Just one accident can alter the lives of 
millions of coastal residents and count-
less marine animals for decades to come. 
Much of that damage can never be undone 
— with any sum of money.

Count the costs of oil spill damage
AP Photo/GerAld herbert

The Deepwater Horizon oil rig burns in the Gulf of Mexico on April 21, 2010, after a huge blowout the previous day. 

The Confederate battle flag flies in 
front of the S.C. Statehouse.
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Unwanted change
In his sept. 8 letter Bill col-

lins, mayor of summerville, 
assured readers “we are on the 
move.” Perhaps we are, and 
that is what greatly alarms me 
and others in this community.

My husband and I chose 
to relocate here 15 years ago, 
lured by the charming small 
town atmosphere, enamored 
of its Main street, town 
square and historic homes. 
sadly, now the “Flower town 
in the Pines” which attracted 
us is systematically being 
eroded for a speculative real 
estate venture that will be 
funded by the taxes of resi-
dents and visitors. We could 
become obligated for over $10 
million.

homes have been demol-
ished and moved to make way 
for a hotel that Mayor collins 
failed to mention. It will be 
constructed on a main thor-
oughfare in the historic dis-
trict at the center of town. Its 
size and location will necessi-
tate uprooting picturesque old 
trees, again negatively impact-
ing overall aesthetics.  

We’re told, after the fact, that 
all of this is an integral part of 
his vision plan. Mayor collins 
has financially obligated us, 
contracts have been executed. 
It’s a “done deal.” 

how we regard this unwant-
ed transformation that’s been 
foisted upon us will certainly 
affect how we vote on Nov. 3 
in our mayoral election. Wiley 
Johnson provides us with a 
choice, a viable alternative. 

Fortunately, we have an 
option to change the direc-
tion in which we’re currently 
heading. We can, hopefully, 
prevent further destruction of 
our immediate environment 
and the lifestyle we so enjoy.

JANEt ROsENzWEIG
Willis Lane
Summerville

Something missing
Rachel Evans, a columnist 

and blogger, rightly summed 
up the dilemma concerning 
kim Davis: “No one’s being 
jailed for practicing her reli-
gion. she was jailed for using 

government to force others to 
practice her religion.” 

Is this country becoming a 
christian taliban? 

to use religion to condone 
discrimination, disregard law 
and ignore the teachings of 
Jesus makes it quite apparent 
that kim is missing some-
thing extremely relevant in 
the Bible’s translation. 

ANN OzARk
Pond Pine Trail
Summerville

West Ashley’s needs
As the focus on the Legare 

bridge bike lane continues, 
I would like to know when 
West Ashley residents will see 
the same attention given to 
the North bridge. 

As the North bridge dies a 
slow death, one can see the 
growing potholes from thou-
sands of NAscAR drivers in 
competition with scores of 
heavy tractor trailers, every 
day, all day. the ongoing dis-
repair, poor lane markings 
and aging corn row down the 
middle of the bridge are dis-
appointing. 

While $2 million to $4 mil-
lion is scheduled for the lane 
change on the Legare bridge, 
we risk our lives every day 
driving over this relic.

the s.c. Department of 
transportation seems to 
have forgotten the residents 
of West Ashley. Further 
evidence is the forest growing 
down Orange Grove Road 
between sam Rittenberg Bou-
levard and Ashley hall Road. 

these days a lot of attention 
is being spread across our 
great city. how about some at-
tention to our side?

MIchAEL ALLEN
Downing Street
Charleston

Life savers
My daughter recently was 

visiting your city for her sis-
ter’s bachelorette party and 
became very ill. thank good-
ness she was rushed to Musc. 
Musc’s team of doctors saved 
her life. If she hadn’t been at 
this high caliber institution, 

she would not be alive. 
she entered the ER by am-

bulance with a blood pressure 
of 50/30 and a dangerously 
low hemoglobin count. she 
was given blood and rushed 
to the operating room. the 
immediate, coordinated, 
careful and caring actions 
by Drs. Andrew Matuskowitz 
and John conatser saved my 
daughter’s life. 

Each of these doctors came 
to visit my daughter in her 
hospital room and continued 
to monitor her recovery. 

charleston should feel very 
proud of the work of these 
doctors who support the 
excellence of your medical 
center. 

We feel very grateful that 
my daughter was in the right 
place, visiting charleston, 
when she became ill. 

ELLEN MARtIN
Crossgate Road
Charlotte, N.C.

Caring for children
Not only do we now have the 

AsPcA and PEtA, but we also 
have Mercy for Animals. how 
many more of these organiza-
tions are going to crop up? 

I agree that animals should 
be treated better than some of 
them are. 

however, my real concern is 
for our unborn and small chil-
dren who look to us grown-
ups for care, love, protection, 
etc. Where are the raised 
voices for them?

It seems that our future 
— our children — has been 
relegated to something lower 
than the animals that the ani-
mal welfare organizations are 
crying over to protect. 

shame on the society that 
cares more for treatment of 
animals than its children. 
that society will be judged 
for that. Just look at ancient 
civilizations that abused 
their children. they were 
judged by a higher power 
and fell. 

Are we also going to be 
judged and fall?

JOsEPh OhORODNyk sR. 
Vickie Street  
Ladson

The strength of public oppo-
sition to oil drilling off the 
south carolina coast is noth-
ing short of overwhelming.

Every major coastal south carolina 
municipality now officially opposes 
drilling in Atlantic waters, along with 
conservation groups, mayors and other 
elected officials. those opponents in-
clude charleston Mayor Joe Riley and 
congressmen Mark sanford and Jim 
clyburn.

But burgeoning grassroots efforts 
against drilling also reveal a ground-
swell of support and lend an invaluable 
voice to those outside the realm of public 
office. 

Don’t Drill Lowcountry, an organiza-
tion founded this summer by five sul-
livan’s Island residents, filled its Mount 
Pleasant venue to capacity and beyond at 
its first meeting this week, for example. 
Its Facebook page gained more than 
1,600 followers in just over three weeks, 
and similar groups across the East coast 
boast thousands of equally dedicated 
supporters.

But it will take more than Facebook 
“likes” to protect the Atlantic coastline 
from the risks of offshore oil. 

Despite resolutions and statements of 
opposition from hundreds of leaders 
and governments representing more 
than 1 million East coast residents, 
President Barack Obama has remained 
resolute in plans to open the Atlantic 
to oil and gas exploration and drilling.

And in south carolina, Gov. Nikki 
haley reaffirmed her support for off-
shore energy in a statement released this 
week calling it “critical to our future.” 

she claimed offshore oil would bring 
jobs, energy independence and security 
to the state. sen. tim scott has also vo-
cally supported the plan.

yet contrary to Mrs. haley’s statement, 
the future of the south carolina coast 
depends not on offshore oil but rather 
on the tourism, recreation and fishing 
industries that drive the Lowcountry 
economy and boost our quality of life.

 If this ill-advised plan is “critical,” it  
is so only to companies that do seismic 
exploration, drilling and extraction.  

Periodic disasters — including a spill 
this summer in santa Barbara, calif. — 
confirm that oil drilling remains a risky 
business despite considerable techno-
logical advances implemented in the 
wake of the 2010 Deepwater horizon 
blowout. 

In a region where beaches and coastal 
waters generate billions of dollars in eco-
nomic impact each year, those risks are 
simply too grave.

More and more south carolinians 
are recognizing that fact and standing 
up against offshore oil. It’s time for the 
state’s leadership  to join coastal residents 
and their elected representatives at the 
local level. 

south carolinians are already doing 
plenty on behalf of energy indepen-
dence through their support of ex-
panded nuclear electric programs and 
the plutonium reprocessing facility at 
the savannah River site.

 Offshore drilling is a losing proposi-
tion for coastal south carolina — for its 
tourism economy and its environment.

It’s time for the rest of the state to rec-
ognize the risks.   

Rising tide against drilling

For several years, the charles-
ton county school District has 
debated a difficult problem: 
the Academic Magnet high 

school lacks sufficient racial diversity.
Extra recruiting hasn’t proven effective. 

this year, only 12 of nearly 650 students 
are black.

And last year, a controversial football 
team ritual of smashing a watermelon 
offended many as demeaning to black 
people. It’s reasonable to think some 
black students would opt not to apply 
because of the flap.

Increasing the school’s diversity is one of 
new superintendent Gerrita Postlewait’s 
top priorities. 

And she is proposing a solution that, 
if successful (and if the board agrees to 
it), would be good for the Magnet high 
school, for students and for every middle 
school in the district.

Dr. Postlewait’s goal is to see that at 
least 10 percent of eighth graders at each 
school meet the criteria for admission 
to AMhs.

Board member Michael Miller doubts 
that can happen, noting that some 
schools don’t even offer classes that stu-
dents would need in order to score well 
enough. But he is open to hearing the 
specifics of the superintendent’s plans.

so are we. clearly this goal dovetails 
with another of her goals: ensuring that 
students in rural areas are provided ac-

cess, equity and quality offerings. stu-
dents in rural schools often score poorly 
on standardized tests.

And if Dr. Postlewait can achieve her 
goal at rural schools, it is reasonable 
to think she can do the same at urban 
schools where scores are low.

she faces a big challenge. Eighteen stu-
dents at Jerry zucker, sanders-clyde and 
Northwoods middle schools applied to 
AMhs and none was accepted. At Burke 
Middle, not one eighth grader applied.

Not every student aspires to attend 
AMhs, but the school shouldn’t make 
any assumptions. 

Perhaps students simply need to be en-
couraged. After all, AMhs consistently 
ranks among the top public high schools 
in the country.

And with more diverse students qual-
ifying for admission, there is less of a 
chance that a student will feel out of 
place at AMhs.

still, some qualifying students choose 
not to apply to the Academic Magnet. 
For them, the extra rigor of their eighth 
grade experience would still be helpful.

they should expect classes at whatever 
high schools they attend to be of a caliber 
equal to their eighth grade classes. 

If they aren’t, that’s another challenge 
Dr. Postlewait should pledge to fix.

the superintendent’s confident deter-
mination is encouraging. 

Now let’s see her deliver.

Enlarge pool of AMHS applicants

Editorials

Letters to the Editor

In an article published in the Post and 
courier on sept. 6 Mark Powell, the 
spokesman for the s.c. Attorney General’s 

Office, is quoted as saying that my comment 
that somebody at the AG’s office dropped the 
ball in the investigations spun off from the 
Bobby harrell case was based on my ignorance 
of the facts because I had not met with anyone 
at the AG’s office for over a year.

In fact, the media were not notified of the 
spinoff investigation by Powell until July 2015, 
and, therefore, the people of south carolina 
did not know that an investigation was even in 
progress. In fact, I left a telephone message for 
Mr. Powell not long before the investigation was 
assigned to solicitor David Pascoe in July in 
which I told Mr. Powell, on behalf of common 
cause, that after more than eight months it was 
clearly time for him to notify the media and the 
people of south carolina as to the status of the 
collateral matters related to the harrell probe. I 
urged him to indicate whether there was an on-
going investigation or whether the matter had 
been concluded.

trying to get any information from press 
flacks and staff in state government, as I have 
for 29 years, is similar to trying to get a rooster 
to lay an egg. they may crow a lot, but they are 
not going to give anything but noise.

I stand by my statement that the AG’s office 
dropped the ball. In fact, I think the ball was 

first dropped by Powell when he failed to no-
tify the media that there was an investigation 
until journalists contacted him.

secondly, I think the ball was also dropped 
when Attorney General Alan Wilson handed 
the related investigations to one of his top staff-
ers rather than delegate it immediately to solici-
tor David Pascoe as an independent prosecutor. 
It is perfectly ethical and necessary for Mr. 
Wilson to recuse himself if he has a conflict of 
interest, but it seems that the ball should have 
been handed off to solicitor Pascoe in October 
2014 as soon as Wilson recused himself. 

Mr. Pascoe is well known as a very capable 
and aggressive solicitor, and he was a good 
choice in the harrell case and in the current 
collateral investigations.

the problem is that the Ethics Act of 1991 
has an internal four-year statute of limita-
tions [s.c. code 8-13-320 (9) (d)] normally not 
found in south carolina’s criminal code. 

this means that violations could be excused 
for the suspects under investigation on every 
additional day that they are not charged for 
their actions four years before.

JOhN V. cRANGLE
Attorney at Law, Executive Director
common cause/south carolina
Telham Road
Columbia

Dropping the ball in ethics case

The Post and Courier welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must be signed and should carry the writ-
er’s address for publication, and a daytime telephone number for verification purposes. All letters are 
subject to editing for length, clarity, libel and good taste. Pen names are not allowed, and anonymous 
letters will not be published. Publication is discretionary. Letters associated with an organized effort 
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Post and Courier, 134 Columbus St., Charleston, S.C. 29403-4800. The letters fax number is 937-5545. 
Email to: letters@postandcourier.com.
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Fix the DOT
this letter addresses the 

quagmire we residents find 
ourselves facing every day. 
Our state’s Department of 
transportation is broken — 
not a little, but a lot. 

this past year, close to 1,000 
people lost their lives on south 
carolina highways. I submit 
that many of these accidents 
occurred because of our 
highways being in ill repair. 
Whenever the subject is ad-
dressed up the chain (senate, 
house, governor’s office, 
DOt), the scapegoat answer 
is always, “We don’t have the 
money.” 

One thousand people left 
behind families, mothers, 
fathers, children and wives 
— not unlike Iraq or Afghani-
stan. 

Who is responsible? 
I say it’s the governor, the 

house and the senate. the 
DOt can be only as good as 
the leadership it serves, and 
that leadership is extremely 
difficult to work with.

here is my solution: 
1) Immediately raise the 

gasoline tax by 5 to 7 cents per 
gallon.

2) Put all this money into 
fixing roads and bridges and 
striping highways and by-
ways. hire an efficient money 
manager to watch it like a 
hawk — not a bureaucrat.

3) Reopen rest areas, and 
start acting like North caro-
lina or Georgia, where senior 
citizens can take bathroom 
breaks while traveling. 

4) Quit passing the buck. 
Grow up. Be accountable in 
actions rather than photo-ops 
and hogwash. We deserve 
much better than we are get-
ting in this state. the residents 
suffer while our governor 
travels to France, Germany, 
Japan, korea and stays at 
high-end hotels.

5) hire  south carolina col-
lege graduates who have a pas-
sion for their state. Pay them 
a decent salary to solve our 
problems.

I believe these steps will be-
gin to shape better things to 
come. If not, we are doomed 
to live in mediocrity.

Gov. haley can bring 50 
businesses to south carolina, 
yet there is no foreseeable fix 
to our broken DOt. she is 
a good saleswoman for our 
state, but a horrible manager.

JAck PRAtt
Tea Farm Road
Summerville

Healthy reform
the main failure of the Af-

fordable care Act has been 
bad attitudes, most notably of 
elected leaders, and inaccurate 
portrayals of the AcA, such 
as was presented by stephen 
Parente of Minnesota on these 
pages. 

the real “costly failure” 
would have been no reform. 
thank goodness that insur-
ance companies can no longer 
evade doing their jobs by 
declaring pre-existing condi-
tions off limits for coverage. 

Policies and analysis play 
out differently for the regular 
people who pay the bills and 
are the reason for health care.

consumer’s choice health 
Plan of sc “had no choice” 
but to leave this state because 
Marco Rubio spearheaded 
the cut to risk corridor fund-
ing. Yes, a candidate is earn-
ing campaign contributions 

by blocking people from 
health care. 

For two years I found cchP 
affordable and easy to work 
with — the opposite of most 
insurance companies. But 
leadership in south carolina 
and beyond works against 
the creation of competition 
that can help reduce costs 
(why should Boeing get all the 
incentives?) and furthermore 
whipped up an anti-health 
atmosphere by condemning 
progress with language be-
neath their office. 

I have received letters on 
state letterhead that whine 
about “train wrecks” and 
“jammed down throats.” 
What about working with the 
many readily available solu-
tions?

health care is the most im-
portant community asset we 
have. these negative stances 
are not patient-centered, but 
political. that is inappropriate 
to say the least.

the time is now to better 
manage our personal and tax 
health care dollars by embrac-
ing and improving reform. 
there are many remedies for 
the poor health insurance 
system that we have: Expand 
Medicaid, move to the finan-
cially pragmatic single-payer 
system, minimize the money 
that insurance companies 
soak up, get rid of in-network 
requirements that are like a 
minefield crossed with the 
worst gerrymandering.

Get well soon, south caro-
lina.

LIsA A. RENtz
Park Avenue
Beaufort 

Ignoring problem
A Jan 9 letter about illegal 

aliens, “Deportation,” repeats 
the trope that “there is no 
way 12 million people can be 
rounded up and shipped out.” 
the letter goes on to say if 
we secure the border and en-
force existing laws, the illegal 
population will magically “be 
significantly diminished.” 

In other words, ignore the il-
legal alien population because 
we can’t do anything about it. 
unlike other politicians who 
are telling us what we can’t do, 
on this issue Donald trump 
and ted cruz are telling us 
they won’t ignore the issue 
and that we can do something 
about it. Although phrases 
such as “try to deport all ille-
gal aliens” or “deport as many 
as we can” would please some, 
those who want to ignore the 
problem would still be telling 
us what we can’t do.

 
PhILIP hOLBERtON
Chapel Creek Road
Pawleys Island

Unions and speech
the supreme court has 

agreed to revisit a ruling that 
allowed public employees to 
opt out of joining unions but 
allowed them to be charged 
a service fee to cover the cost 
of negotiating with the em-
ployer. the supreme court  
in Abood v. Detroit Board of 
Education ruled in 1977 that 
a “fair share fee” was fair in 
that it covered the cost of ne-
gotiating.

A california teacher and 
others filed a suit alleging 
that their First Amendment 
rights were being violated 
because the fee covers the 
cost of lobbying and political 

activity. the unions consider 
that nonunion employees get 
negotiation and results for 
free, and a fee is just. If the 
current supreme court rules 
to prevent service fees, the 
impact on unions could be 
significant. Membership in 
unions could drop drastically.  

If the court rules against the 
union, the unions and stock-
holders of public corporations 
should file suit to overturn 
citizens united, which allows 
unlimited corporate monies 
to be spent on political lobby-
ing and campaigns. 

corporate stockholders 
might not agree with the cor-
porations’ agenda of political 
contributions. stockholders’ 
First Amendment rights are 
currently being violated.

PhILIP W. WOLFE
Sunbeam Drive
Bluffton

Wind energy
charleston is a coastal 

county with billions invested 
in low-lying areas. We have a 
vested interest in containing a 
rise in sea levels brought about 
by rising global temperatures.

For this reason it is incred-
ibly disheartening to learn 
that scE&G is not pursuing 
offshore wind energy leases. 
Wind energy is clean and 
does not require toxic waste 
storage. Once the initial in-
vestment is made, the energy 
produced comes at a very low 
fixed cost, in perpetuity. 

the global energy structure 
is changing rapidly, and those 
ahead of the curve are already 
seeing benefits. Perhaps it is 
time for charleston county 
to make its own plans for how 
we meet our energy needs. 
Dare I say we even consider 
breaking away from scE&G 
altogether? clearly the current 
strategists do not have our 
best interests in mind.

D.P. JONEs
Holton Place
Charleston

Not-so-smart gun
In the land of violence as a 

whole, it has become the na-
tion’s highest priority to curb 
gun violence. Now at least we 
have a proposed solution. 

the idea of a smart gun is 
the ultimate in brilliance. 
Imagine you’re armed, but in 
order to protect yourself you’ll 
need to use your thumb or 
fingerprint or maybe your se-
cret PIN or password in your 
new smart gun.

 Meanwhile, while you’re 
fumbling around, you end up 
getting shot dead by the rob-
ber utilizing his dated stupid 
gun. 

stupid is what stupid does. 

WALLY REDDINGtON
M/sgt., u.s. Air Force (Ret.)
Durrell Court
Goose Creek

Bowie lives on
I really appreciated David 

Bowie’s talents — musical, 
visual arts and performing 
arts, and the courage it took 
to expose the real him to the 
world as he did. 

I hate to see his passing, and 
any time I see a shooting star I 
will think of ziggy.

JOhN MILLs 
Waterside Boulevard
Moncks Corner

Every coastal municipality in south 
carolina has said “No.” so have 
congressmen Mark sanford, Jim 
clyburn and tom Rice, who repre-

sent all of the coastal districts in south caro-
lina. And so has Lt. Gov. henry McMaster.

Now more than 400 business leaders through-
out south carolina have joined the already sig-
nificant ranks opposing offshore oil and gas 
drilling along the state’s coast.

those business owners and associations, in 
an effort led by Don’t Drill Lowcountry, a non-
profit organization opposing offshore drilling 
in the Atlantic, have sent a letter to Gov. Nikki 
haley asking that she withdraw the state from 
federal plans that would open up vast swaths 
of Atlantic waters to drilling.

Offshore oil and gas “jeopardizes the ad-
vantages that our businesses have, including 
a steady stream of tourists, and new residents 
and businesses that come here for south caro-
lina’s beauty and high quality of life,” the busi-
ness group says. 

It also points out that Gov. haley has worked 
successfully to bring innovative businesses to 
the state and acknowledges that south caro-
lina’s high quality of life is an economic driver. 
Offshore drilling, however, could threaten 
those gains.“Risking this forward momentum 
... is simply a step backward for our state.”

If anything, that’s an understatement. there 
is simply no reasonable justification for expos-
ing the s.c. coastline to the well-documented 

risks entailed in finding, extracting and trans-
porting offshore oil.

And any economic benefits the oil industry 
could provide the state are far outweighed 
by the existing economic impact of tourism, 
fishing and other businesses that depend on a 
clean, healthy coastline to thrive.

coastal tourism alone generates billions of 
dollars in annual impact and employs tens of 
thousands of south carolinians. 

so far, Gov. haley has remained in support 
of offshore drilling. In september, she called it 
“critical” to the state’s future.

But if the voices of mayors, council members 
and other leaders representing more than a 
million south carolinians aren’t enough to 
dissuade Gov. haley from supporting a plan 
that could be disastrous for the state’s coastal 
communities, perhaps the voices of business 
leaders can make a difference.

Each additional voice that says “No” to this 
risky, unnecessary plan should make it tougher 
for the governor to maintain a position that 
would satisfy the oil industry but not her own 
constituents. the same should be the case for 
those members of the state’s congressional del-
egation who continue the ill-advised support 
of offshore drilling. 

Maybe they have lost touch with their state. 
After all, they are elected to serve south car-

olina — and an increasing number of south 
carolinians are emphatically saying “No” to 
offshore oil.

Rising chorus against drilling

The stock market’s had a rough start 
to the new year, largely due to tur-
moil in the chinese financial sector. 
though the Dow Jones Industrial 

Average gained nearly 118 points on tuesday, 
it’s still 5 percent lower than the closing level 
on Dec. 31.

Add that early 2016 decline to 2015 being the 
worst year for the Dow (down 2.2 percent from 
the end of 2014), and some investor analysts are 
predicting gloom and doom. the Royal Bank 
of scotland even warned clients late last week 
of a “cataclysmic” year for global stock markets 
and advised them to shift to bonds.

thus, the outlook for the u.s. economy, stuck 
in sluggish growth mode, remains shaky.

In happy contrast, though, south carolina’s 
economy shows encouraging signs.

clemson university economics professor 
scott Baier, in a release issued last week, fore-
cast “robust” economic growth in our state this 
year, citing welcome indicators not just for the 
manufacturing base but for the health, leisure 
and hospitality industries.

Prof. Baier, director of the BB&t center for 
Education and Policy studies at clemson, pro-
jected “south carolina and the upstate exceed-
ing the anticipated national economic growth 
of 2.5 to 3 percent, and unemployment here 
may be under 5 percent by year end.” 

that would continue a positive long-term 
trend. the s.c. unemployment rate has plum-
meted from 11.7 percent in December 2009 to 

5.5 percent in November 2015.
Our state’s ongoing manufacturing boom 

helps sustain that pattern. that includes ris-
ing sales of the Boeing 787 Dreamliners built 
at the company’s plants in North charleston 
and Washington state.

From the front page of the Jan. 5 Post and 
courier Business section: “After setting a 
record for annual deliveries of its popular 
Dreamliner commercial plane, analysts say 
Boeing co. should continue to experience a 
strong market for the fuel-efficient, wide-body 
jet during the coming year.”

the story reported that Boeing “appears to 
have delivered 135 Dreamliners during 2015, 
according to a database compiled by New York 
investment banker and Dreamliner enthusiast 
uresh sheth,” topping the previous record — 
set in 2014 — of 114.

unfortunately, high joblessness lingers in too 
many rural areas, despite the strong focus that 
Gov. Nikki haley and the commerce Depart-
ment have placed on economic development 
throughout the state. And extending south 
carolina’s prosperity will be impossible if the 
General Assembly keeps ducking the hard 
calls needed to fund long-overdue road main-
tenance and construction.

But don’t let the clouds of such challenges, or of 
a slumping stock market, hide this silver lining: 

the Palmetto state has been attracting new 
business investment and the new jobs it brings 
at a remarkable — and reassuring — rate.

Dow’s down, but S.C. is up

Some high-profile sports commentators 
quickly hailed it as a “classic.” But such 
praise provides severely limited conso-
lation to clemson players, coaches and 

fans who will long be haunted by what might 
have been as mighty Alabama rallied for a 45-
40 victory over the tigers in Monday night’s 
college Football Playoff championship game.

A few decisive fourth-quarter plays — includ-
ing a daring onsides kick and a 95-yard kickoff 
return for a touchdown — turned the tide at uni-
versity of Phoenix stadium as Alabama won its 
fourth national title in the last seven seasons.

still, the tigers — the last major-college team 
to lose this season — thoroughly impressed 
football folks across the land while finishing 
with a 14-1 record. that raised clemson’s mark 
over the past four seasons to a sterling 46-8.

Many Americans, even some who like big-
time college football, rightly detect skewed 
higher-education priorities in soaring coaches’ 
salaries (Alabama’s Nick saban makes more 

than $7 million a year, clemson’s Dabo swin-
ney more than $4 million this season, counting 
incentives). 

Yet the tigers-crimson tide tussle did draw a 
big tV crowd — the third highest early rating  
of audience size in EsPN’s history.

It also delivered a reminder of this life lesson:
You can’t win ’em all.
Ok, so that maxim has been defied in college 

football by, among numerous others, the 2013 
Florida state seminoles, the 2009 Alabama 
crimson tide and, of course, the 1981 clem-
son tigers.

however, before assuming that the 2015 ti-
gers, after a school-record 17 straight victories, 
just started a losing streak, keep in mind that 
assorted experts are already pegging clemson 
as No. 1 in absurdly premature 2016 preseason 
rankings.

keep in mind, too, that just as clemson’s 
heartbreaking defeat was a heck of a game, 
the tigers had a heck of a season.

The agony of Clemson’s defeat

Editorials
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An oil-drenched bird struggles to climb onto a boom from the waters of Barataria Bay, La., in June 2010, more than two 
months after the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

Tourism is booming in south 
carolina with a third record-
breaking year demonstrating 
its continued strength as one 

of the state’s leading industries. though 
centered along the coastal region, tour-
ism has statewide economic benefits.

One in 10 south carolinians is em-
ployed by the tourism industry, and the 
overall economic impact was $19.1 billion 
in 2014, the most recent year for which 
figures are available.

those figures, from Duane Parrish,  
director of the state’s Parks, Recreation 
and tourism Department, represent a 5.5 
percent increase over the previous year. 

“It enhances our quality of life,” Mr. 
Parrish said during a recent meeting of 
tourism officials in charleston. “And it 
has a tremendous impact on the rest of 
our state’s economy.”

Of course, the health of tourism is 
closely related to the health of the state’s 
beaches and other public, coastal re-
sources. so why do state officials, includ-
ing Gov. Nikki haley continue to push 
for offshore drilling for oil and natural 
gas, that could jeopardize the health of 
the state’s tourism industry?

so far, there’s been no good answer to 
that question. 

certainly, elected officials in towns 
from North Myrtle Beach to hilton 
head oppose offshore drilling, which 
would pose a continual threat of pollu-
tion to the state’s beaches. twenty-two 
elected municipal and county boards 
have opposed the Obama administra-
tion’s plan to open up the Atlantic coast 
to drilling.

so have the state’s three house mem-
bers who represent coastal districts: 1st 
District Rep. Mark sanford, R-charles-
ton, 6th District Rep. Jim clyburn, D-
columbia, and 7th District Rep. tom 
Rice, R-Myrtle Beach. 

Given the opposition of coastal of-
ficials, it seems remarkable that the 
governor and the remainder of the con-
gressional delegation continue to sup-
port such an ill-considered plan, having 
limited benefits to south carolina. 

And it is a plan with substantial risks. 
there’s the hazard of a major spill, as 

was experienced in the Gulf of Mexico 
in 2010 with the BP blowout that fouled 
beaches in five states. But there is also the 
pollution from the day-to-day operation 

of oil rigs, caused by leakage and spills.
that, too, fouls beaches and damages 

habitat.
But more than drilling endangers the 

habitat for marine life offshore. Ocean 
testing for the possible presence of oil 
and natural gas requires the repeated 
use of loud blasts from seismic air guns, 
which especially threaten the well-be-
ing of endangered whales and other 
marine mammals. 

Regarding the latest tourism data, Mr. 
Parrish said: “It’s striking that economic 
indicators for tourism ... are up across 
the board, showing significant levels of 
growth over previous years. the recent 
performance of our industry is unprec-
edented in south carolina’s history and 
points to an exciting future.”

that future will be clouded if federal 
officials permit drilling off south caro-
lina’s coast. 

the state’s leaders should recognize the 
risk and oppose as one the administra-
tion’s plan to lift the moratorium. 

With a decision from federal officials 
expected in mid-March, it’s past time 
for Gov. haley to reject this ill-advised 
change in federal policy.  

Offshore oil not right for S.C.

Politicians play politics, espe-
cially during election years. 
Lamenting that eternal reality 
is akin to complaining about 

death and taxes. 
But this rule from the u.s. constitu-

tion’s Article II, section 2, clause 2 is also 
a constant: “he [the president] shall have 
the Power, by and with the Advice and 
consent of the senate, to make treaties, 
provided two-thirds of the senators pres-
ent concur; and he shall nominate, and by 
and with the Advice and consent of the 
senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other 
public Ministers and councils, Judges of 
the supreme court ...”

In other words, presidents make su-
preme court nominations, and senators 
decide whether to confirm them.

Yes, it’s a long shot for the senate to con-
firm another justice picked by President 
Barack Obama. conservative Republi-
cans hold a solid senate majority. Mr. 
Obama is a liberal president.

But that shouldn’t automatically delay 
the process of filling the void left by the 
Feb. 13 death of Justice Antonin scalia.

President Obama’s repeated attempts to 
exceed constitutional executive author-
ity, a troubling habit criticized even by 
some legal experts who lean to the left, 
raise fair concerns about whom he would 
appoint to the court.

however, the White house appeared to 
signal that it was seeking compromise on 
a consensus candidate Wednesday as news 
broke that Nevada Gov. Brian sandoval — 

a Republican — had made the president’s 
short list of possible nominees.

But Gov. sandoval said thursday that 
while it was “beyond humbling” to be 
considered, he didn’t want the job.

And senate Majority Leader Mitch 
Mcconnell and many other Republi-
cans have been warning since soon af-
ter Justice scalia’s death that President 
Obama shouldn’t even bother to nomi-
nate a potential replacement.

some Democrats now decrying that 
defiant position took similar stands 
against high court appointments by GOP 
presidents late in their terms. that group 
includes Vice President Joe Biden, who 
as senate Judiciary committee chair-
man said in a 1992 speech on the senate 
floor that if a supreme court opening 
occurred, President George h.W. Bush 
should “not name a nominee until after 
the November election is completed” — 
and that if he did, “the senate Judiciary 
committee should seriously consider not 
scheduling confirmation hearings on the 

nomination until after the political cam-
paign season is over.”

In July 2007, with a year and a half left 
in President George W. Bush’s final term, 
sen. chuck schumer, D-N.Y., fired this 
preemptive rhetorical shot: “We should 
reverse the presumption of confirmation. 
the supreme court is dangerously out 
of balance.” 

similarly partisan perspective changes 
have also come from Republicans, includ-
ing current Judiciary chairman charles 
Grassley. though he now opposes hold-
ing hearings for another justice nominee 
from Mr. Obama, sen. Grassley delivered 
this 1988 verdict on the notion of a prec-
edent against filling high court vacancies 
during presidential election years: “that’s 
just plain bunk. the reality is that the 
senate has never stopped confirming 
judicial nominees during the last few 
months of a president’s term.”

And the senate did confirm Anthony 
kennedy, a Ronald Reagan appointee, 
to the high court early in that presi-
dential election year to fill the opening 
created by the June 1987 retirement of 
Justice Lewis Powell.

No, that doesn’t mean the GOP senate 
must confirm another supreme court 
nominee from President Obama. But it 
does mean that such a nominee rates fair 
consideration — election year or not.

After all, if Republicans really want to 
honor the late Justice scalia’s strict con-
structionist legacy, they should follow the 
constitution’s instructions.

Follow court nomination rules

A time to heal
christians around the world 

are well into the season of 
Lent, a solemn time of spiritu-
al preparation through prayer, 
introspection, repentance and 
reconciliation.

Within this context, it is 
sad that President Barack 
Obama, a christian, chose to 
skip Justice Antonin scalia’s 
funeral. he and Mrs. Obama 
did visit the supreme court to 
pay their respects, but it would 
have been far more beneficial 
to the country if the president 
had attended the funeral and 
eulogized the justice.

Lent is a time of healing, and 
if there is anything that our 
country needs now, it is heal-
ing. Just look at the level of 
acrimony — on both sides — 
in the election primaries. It is 
painful to watch.

Justice scalia’s funeral 
would have been the perfect 
opportunity for President 
Obama to talk about mutual 
respect, unity, tolerance and 
reconciliation. 

some might say that Justice 
scalia got what he deserved 
because he didn’t show respect 
to the president by skipping 
his state of the union address 
on several occasions. 

But Justice scalia skipped 
the state of the union address 
on more than a dozen occa-
sions during his career, calling 
it “a childish spectacle.” 

Justice scalia served his 
country well, and it would 
have been entirely appropriate 
for the president to pay him 
the respect that he deserved.

WILLIAM BAtEs
Gibbon Street
Daniel Island 

Rebuild Stono
Let me thank the Post and 

courier for the extensive 
coverage of the issues around 
stono Park Elementary 
(“tecklenburg taking up bat-
tle cry to rebuild stono Park 
Elementary,” Feb. 22).

I am deeply troubled by a 
school board that goes back 
on its promise to rebuild this 
school now, years after going 
to the electorate asking for an 
additional tax.

this is unfortunate and un-
wise for a number of reasons. 
charleston county citizens in 
2010 voted in favor of an ad-
ditional sales tax to rebuild a 
number of schools, including 
stono Park Elementary. there 
is nothing ambiguous about 
that. 

the board and the school 
administration delayed and 
delayed the work at stono 
Park to a point where it is 
shameful (and maybe even 
hazardous) that we send chil-
dren into these classrooms. 

the teachers are to be ap-
plauded for sustaining student 
academic achievement at such 
a high level under these dire 
circumstances. 

the position of board mem-
ber chris staubes is cynical 
at best when he states that 
he needs to know if parents 
would bring their children 
back if the school is rebuilt. 
For years nothing was done, 

and the good parents of “Du-
Wap” were left behind. the 
only choice for many was to 
send their children to other 
schools if they wanted to avoid 
the situation at stono. 

Do not play a chicken-and-
egg game with these parents. 
the school board promised 
to rebuild, the electorate ap-
proved the funds; now the 
board has to deliver on its 
promise and rebuild instead 
of throwing good money after 
bad in trying to “update and 
mitigate.” 

Do this and you will get the 
support of the neighborhood 
and will have a school location 
where parents again will send 
their children.

Mayor John tecklenburg 
is right. the board needs to 
deliver and vote for a total 
rebuild.

chRIstIAN BRutzER
W. Ashley Avenue
Folly Beach

STIB is culprit
Ron Brinson uses his Feb. 21 

op-ed podium to line up the 
usual forces of evil in demon-
izing the state senate’s filibus-
ter of legislation for increasing 
road funding and the gas tax. 
he even insinuates that the 
dreaded koch brothers might 
be behind efforts to prevent 
the legislation from moving 
forward. stunning logic.

But the role of the state 
transportation Infrastructure 
Bank (stIB) in hijacking the 
road priorities of both the 
senate and the Department of 
transportation seems to es-
cape Mr. Brinson’s notice.

And at bottom, it is this in-
appropriate, extralegal domi-
nation of construction deci-
sions by the stIB, out of the 
public eye, that might make 
our senators less than eager to 
direct even more tax revenue 
to this elephant in the room.

PhILIP sNEAD
North Edgewater Drive
Charleston

Council raise
People are angry. Elected 

officials write laws that they 
themselves don’t have to 
follow and forget about the 
very promises that got them 
elected. I get it. 

the Folly Beach city coun-
cil recently voted to double 
members’ salaries following 
the next election. It was not 
done as part of the budgetary 
process, and would not be an 
incremental increase.

Wouldn’t it be great if the or-
dinary citizen had the power 
to do that? 

What would the council 
members who voted to double 
their own pay think about the 
waitress or laborer doubling 
their bills? 

Folly voters, it’s supposed to 
be about service to the com-
munity and accountability to 
the people. 

Remember that as you cast 
your vote in April.  

cYNthIA WILEs
Shadow Race Lane
Folly Beach

George Finly of kiawah Island has won the Post and 
courier’s Golden Pen award for January for his letter to 
the editor “Protect our coast.”

the letter began: 
“the Blue Ribbon committee on shoreline Management in 

2009 conducted thorough research before recommending a 
permanent baseline for building near south carolina beaches 
using 2009 data. those of us who truly value the state’s dimin-
ishing coastal beaches, marshes, creeks and wildlife respect-
fully request that s.c. legislators allow sen. Raymond cleary’s 
sponsored Bill 139 to pass without the ‘kiawah Amendment.’ 
the clean bill lets the permanent baseline be set now as per the 
Blue Ribbon committee’s recommendation.”

the letter warned that the amendment would allow develop-
ment of captain sam’s spit on kiawah Island, explaining:

“this particular area is open to the public and is well used. 
It has been hugely affected by the tides, storms and nature for 
many years, and it will certainly continue to be. the spit’s fra-
gility is no surprise, and its ever-changing shape, size and ero-
sion is well-documented. For developers to claim that they are 
being unfairly treated, as if they did not know of its susceptibil-
ity to severe erosion, is simply disingenuous.”

the letter added this plea to state lawmakers:
“Please do the right thing not only so those who use and enjoy 

these areas can continue to do so, but also so future developers 
and all residents will have some certainty about coastal policy.”

Golden Pen winners are invited to an annual luncheon with 
the editorial staff.

Finly wins Golden Pen award

AP Photo/J. Scott APPlewhite 

Flags at the Supreme Court fly at half 
mast in honor of Justice Antonin Sca-
lia who died on Feb. 13.
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Save urban trees
At the February meeting 

of the town of James Island 
Planning commission, town 
staff brought a proposed 
amendment to the town’s 
grand tree definition. this 
revision would not protect 
as many trees on our sea is-
land because it would change 
the protected tree diameter 
from 18 inches to 24 inches 
diameter at breast height 
(dbh). Fortunately, a majority 
of planning commissioners 
voted against this change.  

I attended the 2015 trees sc 
conference along with two of 
the members of the town’s 
Planning commission. At 
this conference we learned of 
the importance of preserv-
ing younger, more vital trees, 
and also that many species of 
trees will never achieve the 
diameter of 24 inches (a tree 
measuring 75.5 inches in cir-
cumference). 

to preserve our urban forest 
on James Island, I would hope 
that my colleagues on town 
council follow the recom-
mendation of our planning 
commission and support its 
informed decision to leave 
the ordinance and grand 
tree definition as it stands.  
Leaving tree protection at 18 
inches dbh (trees measuring 
57 inches and greater in cir-
cumference) will accomplish 
preservation of younger, 
healthier trees and will also 
support a greater diversity of 
tree species.

trees are a major component 
of any ecosystem and most 
wildlife species depend on 
having an array of resources 
afforded through tree diver-
sity. Mature tree root systems 
aid in the absorption of flood 
waters which is an issue faced 
by many island residents. 

 It is appropriate that the 
town of James Island tree or-
dinance stand out from those 
of the city of charleston and 
unincorporated charleston 
county because James Island-
ers have always supported 
conservation-minded tree 
protection practices. the re-
sult of these protections and 
practices can be seen in the 
preserved green canopy in the 
town of James Island. Any 
resident may remove a tree 
that is a safety hazard or is 
diseased by securing a permit 
without going to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals for approval. 

I hope that residents attend 
the public hearing scheduled 
for thursday, March 17, at 
7 p.m. and encourage town 
council to vote against any 
change in the tree ordinance 
to preserve a greater propor-
tion and diversity of trees in 
James Island’s urban forest.

 
GARREtt MILLIkEN
councilman
town of James Island
Fort Sumter Drive
James Island

Vital issues
I have watched different 

presidential debates, and I 
find that all fail to address is-
sues that are important to me. 

I would like one of these 
candidates to explain to me 
how borrowing money from 
china and giving it to coun-
tries that hate America is a 
benefit to my well-being. I 
would also like to hear how a 

candidate plans to install con-
gressional term limits so that 
maybe they can get along. 

No one has yet come up with 
a real plan to overhaul our tax 
system. I hear a lot about the 
Affordable care Act, which 
will never work here because 
the health care system is a 
for-profit system that will fail 
by its own greed. candidates 
had better come up with some 
other socialist scheme that 
will bankrupt the country.

I want to hear how candi-
dates would hold politicians 
accountable for their actions, 
such as lying to a grand jury. 
I would like to see some truth 
in these debates instead of 
childish finger-pointing.

I do not trust any of these 
candidates to do what they 
say. until I do, I will write my 
name in at vote time as I have 
before. Who knows, we just 
might have a chief petty offi-
cer in the White house.

NORM hILLIARd
u.s. Navy (Retired)
Roselle Avenue
Goose Creek

Buy art
As an artist, I was delight-

ed to read Edward M. Gil-
breth’s thought-provoking 
March 3 column on the im-
pact a painting by Monica 
cook had on him. It was 
such that he “walked out of 
the gallery in a daze.” 

When he heard his wife’s 
differing opinion he said he 
“staggered out of the gallery 
trying to figure in my own 
mind what was happening.” 
clearly, he and the artist had 
connected. his response was 
powerful.

Mr. Gilbreth describes 
the artist’s clear vision for 
her work. she has chosen a 
worthwhile but costly career. 
While the press exposure and 
attention for Ms. cook is ad-
mirable, I trust Mr. Gilbreth 
helped finance her career by 
buying the painting.

MEyRIEL J. EdGE
Artist 
Wappoo Road
Charleston

Evangelical voters
this election cycle has 

yielded profoundly misguided 
speculation over the political 
leanings of so-called “evan-
gelical and born again” voters.  
Evidently every state — south 
carolina included — contains 
at least 50, 60 or even 80 per-
cent self-described evangelical 
christians. With this many 
evangelicals populating the 
nation, the country should 
be halfway to paradise — but 
God knows we’re not.

could it be that the moniker 
of “evangelical” no longer has 
meaning?

Pundits, pollsters and the 
media marvel at how donald 
trump, the thrice married, 
filthy-mouthed, self-admitted 
serial adulterer has captured 
the evangelical vote — this de-
spite his eagerness to break-up 
communities, deport millions 
(including children born here) 
and kill family members of 
suspected terrorists, all while 
employing demeaning de-
scriptions of women and tak-
ing great pride in bullying and 
debasing anyone with the gall 
to question his convictions. 

I won’t even get into his 
admission that he’s never felt 
the need to ask for God’s for-
giveness. Mr. trump is hardly 
a beacon of civilized — let 
alone christian — values.  
so what can be causing his 
support among evangelicals? 
Perhaps humpty dumpty was 
onto something when he said, 
“When I use a word, it means 
just what I choose it to mean 
— neither more nor less.”  
Many self-described evangeli-
cals have evidently adopted 
an expanded definition of the 
word.

We have morphed into a so-
ciety all too anxious to inflate 
meaning. Most parents de-
scribe their children as “gift-
ed” and everyone, of course, 
must have a trophy regardless 
of performance.  

When objective assessment 
doesn’t confirm our “special-
ness,” we demand that the test 
be changed. And when things 
don’t turn out in a manner be-
fitting the winners we are, we 
get mad as hell and demand 
change — any change so long 
as it makes us feel better about 
ourselves.

Maybe we should rethink 
the definition of evangelical.  
Based on what I’ve seen in this 
election, grade inflation has 
now invaded the vernacular of 
the spiritual realm.

kEvIN vERNER
Rhoden Island Drive
Daniel Island

Museum concerns
I believe the African-Ameri-

can Museum would be a good 
addition to the area. however, 
do we need such an elaborate, 
modern structure? What about 
the other sites in the city such 
as the Old slave Mart, Avery 
Institute, etc. Are those ex-
hibits to be moved to the new 
museum? do you really believe 
that $74 million will be the 
final price tag? And what rev-
enue sources will pay for main-
tenance and operations?

I suggest a more historic mu-
seum be considered at half the 
price. A Phillip simmons-in-
spired gateway could be added 
that could be closed and 
locked at night for security. 

have tour operators bid to 
take visitors from the mu-
seum to other sites, with a 
pass-by of Mother Emanuel 
AME church. 

Allot much of the public 
funds to south carolina state 
university for its civil rights 
exhibit. Orangeburg played a 
key role in the movement. the 
money could be used to reno-
vate and expand the museum 
on campus. Goodness knows, 
Orangeburg and scsu could 
use the economic boost.

Meanwhile, it is time to 
phase out the horse-drawn 
carriages that impede traf-
fic and pollute the city. they 
stink. the horses should be 
retired. Electric open carriag-
es could be an alternative.

Lastly, I suggest that the 
Ravenel Bridge be lighted in al-
ternating red, green and white 
lights for the holidays, begin-
ning during the boat parade 
and ending after christmas. 

Remember when the bridge 
first opened and what a great 
sight the colors were?

ROBERt BussEy
Village Creek Lane
Mount Pleasant

The democratic process isn’t per-
fect — witness the rise of blow-
hard donald trump in the race 
for the GOP presidential nomi-

nation.
But sometimes democracy works just as 

it should to express the will of the people. 
certainly that’s what occurred when the 
Obama administration decided to aban-
don plans to open the south carolina coast 
to offshore drilling.

Over the past year, the people of coastal 
south carolina have spoken nearly as one, 
through their elected town and county 
councils, against offshore drilling. Local 
jurisdictions from hilton head to North 
Myrtle Beach joined the campaign as they 
independently weighed the risks. Locally, 
the opposition ranged from Edisto Beach 
to Mcclellanville, with virtually every 
community, large and small, joining in. 

And they were backed by all three coastal 
representatives in the u.s. house. Indeed, 
two congressmen — 1st district Rep. Mark 
sanford and 7th district Rep. tom Rice, 
both Republicans — took a stance after 
considering the local opposition to the 
plan. In doing so, they joined 6th district 
Rep. Jim clyburn, a democrat.

On tuesday, officials with the depart-
ment of the Interior and the Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management also recog-
nized the broad public opposition in south 
carolina and other Atlantic coastal states 
as they cancelled a proposal to allow the 
exploration for oil and natural gas depos-
its, preparatory to their extraction. 

the federal decision means that the long-
standing moratorium on offshore oil drill-
ing along the coasts of south carolina, 
North carolina, Georgia and virginia will 
continue, despite the best efforts of the oil 

industry to force a change. 
A spokesman for the American Petro-

leum Institute declared that the admin-
istration’s decision “appeases extremists 
who seek to stop oil and natural gas pro-
duction which would increase the cost of 
energy for American consumers and close 
the door for years to creating new jobs, 
new investments and boosting energy se-
curity.”

to the contrary, federal officials listened 
to the unified voice of coastal citizens and 
their representatives and made their deci-
sion accordingly. 

If that’s surprising to Big Oil, it’s only 
because the industry so often gets its way. 

simply put, coastal communities made 
a compelling case against opening up the   
region to offshore drilling.

tourism is the economic lifeblood of the 
s.c. coast, and offshore drilling threatens 
the quality of our beaches and natural re-
sources. Marine life would also be at risk 
during the exploration process, which uses 
loud underwater seismic air guns to deter-
mine whether natural gas and oil might 
be present. 

Wildlife advocates and environmen-
tal organizations and their grass-roots 
counterparts deserve credit for helping to 
educate coastal communities about the 
potential ill-effects of offshore drilling on 
marine resources.  

the campaign against offshore drilling 
was a wide-ranging, bipartisan effort. 

What stands out most is the support 
given by local elected officials to a public 
opposing an industry-backed plan that 
appeared to have every chance of being 
rubber-stamped by the bureaucracy.

Let’s hear it for real representative gov-
ernment. 

Public wins on offshore drilling

What might seem like the 
municipal equivalent of 
inside baseball going be-
fore the city of charles-

ton’s Planning commission today really 
isn’t.

A proposed governance change could 
make it easier for developers to move 
forward with local projects in areas that 
people think are already overdeveloped. 

Or with projects that the informed, ex-
perienced commissioners consider unsuit-
able.

As things stand now, the people appoint-
ed to the Planning commission review 
proposed developments and recommend 
city council either approve or disapprove. 
council can override the commission if 
at least 75 percent of council members (10 
members out of 13) agree.

But city council voted last month by a 
7-5 margin to give itself the ability to over-
ride the commission with fewer members 
on board. 

Even proponents of the change have said 
the current ordinance hasn’t been a prob-
lem. 

And councilman Mike seekings, who 
is adamantly opposed to the change, says 
city council is almost always unanimous 
in its decisions regarding Planning com-
mission recommendations anyway.

Preservationists don’t like the change. 
kristopher king, executive director of the 
Preservation society of charleston, said, 
“the commission reviews plans, planning 
related ordinances, such as zoning ordi-
nances, rezoning, subdivision requests, 
and concept plans. these are technical 
endeavors that require technical expertise 
which is greatly supported by their experi-
ence and depth of understanding.”

city council members, by comparison, 
are expected to be more generally knowl-
edgeable about a wide range of city issues. 
Presented with complicated planning is-
sues, they are wise to pay attention to the 
wisdom of specialists like the city’s plan-
ning staff and Planning commission.

By diminishing the commission’s clout, 
the public’s voice also could be dimin-
ished. the Planning commission provides 
a forum for the public to offer in-depth 
opinions about projects.

Mr. seekings expects the Planning com-
mission to reject the change, and hopes 
that city council will lack the votes nec-
essary to override. that would be best for 
the city.

If city council wants to change the rules 
for the Planning commission, it should 
expand its mission and analyze the city’s 
entire planning process, including zoning, 
planning and the Board of Architectural 
Review. 

Now is a good time since updating bed-
and-breakfast regulations and deciding 
what to do about short-term rentals are 
issues that council has been asked to study.

Further, the proposed sergeant Jasper re-
development has intensified public interest 
in the planning process. 

some believe that council members are 
pushing to weaken the Planning commis-
sion specifically to steer the Jasper project 
their way.

It is always a bad move to change policy 
because of a single situation.

city council has several planning issues 
to consider, and Mayor John tecklenburg 
has said he wants to review all aspects of 
city government. there is no reason to 
isolate the Planning commission and ar-
bitrarily weaken it.

Don’t dilute Planning Commission
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