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or lists of key lawmakers to contact. Rhetorically, he succeeded with a careful strategy of 
stoking anger at corruption itself – bolstered by his own in-depth reporting -- while providing 
positive editorial feedback to politicians who supported the legislation. In the run-up to the 2016 
legislative session, Reed took readers on a “Schoolhouse Rock”-style journey to the Capitol to 
reveal the challenges of passing such legislation, supplementing his commentary with video 
and social-media updates. Despite a scheme to kill the reform bill by a clique of state senators, 
a slightly modified version of the one championed by Reed passed the Florida Legislature and 
was signed into law by Gov. Rick Scott on March 25. 

 

 









Thank you, Sen. Don Gaetz for stepping up
on behalf of all Floridians to cut the “corrup-
tion tax.”

The Fort Walton Beach Republican and
former Senate president said this week he
would sponsor legislation to strengthen Flori-
da’s public-corruption statutes, based on a
model bill proposed by Gannett news sites. 

Next, we need a House sponsor. And we
need your support.

Gaetz’s sponsorship alone is a small victory
for taxpayers who are sick of absorbing the
costs of bid-rigging, fraud, bribery and waste
— too much of which cannot be prosecuted
under Florida’s weak corruption laws. It has
been five years since a statewide grand jury
investigated our state’s chronic problem and
urged reforms. The Legislature has yet to act.

But Gaetz said he was moved by our report
Thursday that called for two of the grand
jury’s simplest, highest-priority changes:

» Add government contractors to the list
of “public servants” subject to public-corrup-
tion statutes. Today, they are mostly immune
from prosecution if they conspire to pay
bribes, tamper with bids or defraud taxpay-
ers. 

» Stop requiring prosecutors to prove that
defendants in corruption cases acted with
corrupt thoughts or intent. That all but re-
quires evidence of a confession. It is a much
higher burden of proof than for other types of
crimes.

“It really hit home to me,” said Gaetz, R-
Fort Walton Beach, after seeing our report in
the Pensacola News Journal. He sent a copy
of our model legislation, drafted by Mel-
bourne attorney Michael Kahn, to Senate bill
writers. The language, he said, “looks to me to
be very good.” 

Finding a House sponsor could be a chal-
lenge, though, because representatives are
limited to six bills per year and all have al-
ready reached their limit for 2016. 

We understand the demands on House
members to look out for their districts’ most
serious local priorities. But surely one repre-
sentative has the fortitude to postpone a pet
project and sponsor a bill to fight corruption
statewide.

Know this: Gannett news sites including
this one will campaign for it across Florida
until it passes. 

“They’re good ideas,” said Katy Sorenson,
a former Miami-Dade County commissioner
founder and president of the Good Govern-
ment Initiative at the University of Miami.
“The big question always has been, will prose-
cutors prosecute? There are a lot of good
people in the public-corruption offices of our
state attorneys, but they have a very high
burden.”

We have heard from residents across the
state on this issue. Fighting corruption is a
priority everywhere. 

It is good for the vast majority of contrac-
tors who play by the rules and count on fair-
ness in bidding for government contracts. 

It is good for cities, counties and school
boards, whose taxpayers are loathe to pay
more because they believe (accurately) that
some of their money will be wasted or stolen.

It is good for the next generation of lead-
ers, many of whom see little hope in politics
and public service. 

Just ask those who have signed our petition
to support the bill, which you’ll find on our
website.

“It is past time to tighten the laws that
corrupt officials have counted on to keep
them from being prosecuted and sent to jail,”
said Debra Smith of Palm Bay.

“Political corruption in Florida has become
our legacy,” said Morton Pasco of Pensacola.
“It is way past time to change that ... We need
to make our politics as attractive as our
beaches.

Wrote Donna Stremke of Fort Myers:
“Kickbacks, bribery, purchasing procedure
violations, unlawful nepotism and favoritism
are all crimes and should be treated as such.”

Said Sam Adams of Tallahassee: “I am sick
of paying Florida’s ‘corruption tax.’ ”

We know you are sick of it, too. 
But with sponsorship by Gaetz and one

other, our campaign for change has begun.

Join our push
to cut Florida’s
‘corruption tax’

Sign our petition
Scan the code, then show your
support for the anti-corruption
bill at Change.org.

“Our goal is to help you preserve the best traditions of this historic
birthplace of the Space Age and to help you ensure that all Brevard

County will realize the full potential for its bright tomorrow.”

ALLEN H. NEUHARTH, FLORIDA TODAY FOUNDER, MARCH 21, 1966Opinion
PA G E 16 A  » S U N D AY ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 7 ,  2 015  
FLORIDA TODAY » FLORIDATODAY.COM

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
Publish your views: Email your letter of 250 words or less to letters@floridatoday.com. Include your name, place of residence and phone number.

Content guidelines: We give priority to letters submitted electronically that comment on Brevard County news and policy or that respond to FLORIDA TODAY content. We edit for length and clarity.
Mail: Your Views | P.O. Box 419000 | Melbourne, FL 32941-9000 | Fax: 321-255-9550 | Online:

President & Publisher | Jeff Kiel | jkiel@floridatoday.com

Executive Editor | Bob Gabordi | bgabordi@floridatoday.com

Opinion & Public Affairs Editor | Matt Reed | mreed@floridatoday.com

Deputy Public Opinion Editor | Britt Kennerly | bkennerly@floridatoday.com

Deputy Engagement Editor | Rob Landers | rlanders@floridatoday.com

Community Content Editor | Chuck McClung | cmcclung@floridatoday.com

What’s wrong with being polite, educated?

A general observation I made in the “Your Online
Views” in the Sept. 21 paper is there are a great deal
of negative comments. Especially about child hunger,
the United Arab Emirates at the port and the Eastern
Florida State College grant. 

Are people really this negative in this county/coun-
try? Whatever happened to civility and becoming
better educated about subjects before mouthing off?
I was taught, “If you can’t say anything nice, don’t say
anything.” 

Fleming Law Sr., Indialantic

Breyer influenced by foreign laws

In a recent article in USA TODAY-FLORIDA 
TODAY discussing Supreme Court Justice Stephen
Breyer’s newly published book, Breyer opines that
foreign laws should guide judicial opinions in United
States’ court cases. How he reconciles this with his
sworn oath to abide by and defend the constitution
and other U.S. laws is not clear.

In July, the Supreme Court ruled that same-sex
marriage is the law of the land. Whether you agree or
not, there is not one word in the constitution dealing
with this issue. If Breyer and other justices had been
faithful to their oath of office, they would have abid-
ed by the 10th Amendment to the Constitution which
states that powers not specifically assigned to the
federal government are responsibilities of the states
and the people.

Acting as a legislator, Justice John Roberts re-
wrote a part of the Affordable Care Act, claiming that
words in the law meant exactly the opposite of what
they clearly said.

Breyer says his recently released book is not just
for lawyers and judges but also for laymen who want
to know how their lives are being changed by judicial
decisions. This layman, for one, is outraged to find
out that Breyer’s decisions are being biased by for-
eign laws. It exemplifies the need for a president who
will appoint judges who will abide by their oath of
office.

Robert M. Montgomery, Cocoa Beach

Kentucky clerk owes apologies all around

In response to the the recent letter to the editor,
“Time for people to take a stand for Christ,” the only
apologies owed in regards to Mrs. Davis, the irre-
sponsible clerk of court in Rowan County, Kentucky,
are those owed by her to the people of her county, her
state and her country. 

Mrs. Davis has every right to practice her reli-
gious beliefs, but not to force them on others, partic-
ularly with flagrant disrespect for the laws of her
country and the requirements of her job. If Mrs. Da-

vis finds her job incompatible with her religious be-
liefs, she is certainly free to seek more appropriate
employment. Quite frankly, since she is unwilling to
fulfill the requirements of her job, per oath, she
should resign or be fired. 

Loran Morse, Melbourne Beach

Yogi Berra truly a baseball legend

Two of us were talking baseball this past Tuesday
evening, and while neither is a Yankees fan, we remi-
nisced about the Bronx Bombers’ heyday, tossing
names back and forth of players we admired despite
their wearing of the pinstripes.

One, of course, was Yogi Berra, and we traded
some of his famous “Yogi-isms.” I said how remark-
able it was that he was still alive at 90. Then, sadly,
the very next morning, I learned of his passing. He
will be missed.

My favorite Yogi-ism was not said by him, but was
about him: “Yogi Berra. He’s smarter than the aver-
age Berra.”

Stuart Gorin, Viera

Questions for Walsh before he takes off

John Walsh should not be running the Port four
more months without first providing clear answers to
these questions regarding the agreement made with
the United Arab Republic to run cargo operations at
the Port.

Were cargo operations in the original mandate to
create the Port Authority?

Is the agreement made with the UAR a “trade”
agreement — does it come under provisions of 
NAFTA, the World Trade Organization (WTO) and
General Agreement on Trade & Tariffs (GATT)? Un-
der NAFTA/GATT/WTO the United Arab Republic
could sue if the rail line decision made by the com-
mission doesn’t allow them to make the profits they
anticipated making when they signed the agreement.
And if the World Trade Organization (WTO) ruled in
their favor, the settlement would have to be paid by
taxpayers. I know it sounds preposterous, but believe
me, lawyers and critics need to check into this. 

If the UAR Agreement is a trade agreement, Walsh
should have been fired for malfeasance in office in
not advising the commission and the public of that
fact beforehand. And if the commission was advised
beforehand and approved it anyway? Well, then the
whole bunch should be gone for incompetence and
replaced. The whole question of any rail line at all
only arose, as I understand it, because of adding car-
go operation to what was supposed to be a cruise port. 

How about John Byron as interim CEO, even per-
manent CEO? Why a “national” search for what is a
Florida concern?

Maggy Simony, Cape Canaveral

LETTERS AND FEEDBACK

AP

In this image released by CBS, Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer appears with host Stephen Colbert on “The Late Show
with Stephen Colbert” in New York. 
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“Schoolhouse Rock” taught us that if you want
to change the law to solve a problem, go see your
elected representative. Someday, a bill might
climb all the way up Capitol Hill.

So there I was, after a five-hour drive to Talla-
hassee and a hike up Monroe Street, meeting my
state representative from House District 52. I
had just promised a few hundred thousand read-
ers that FLORIDA TODAY and Gannett news
sites would try to change the law so that state
attorneys could punish and deter more public
corruption. 

Who could oppose that?
Turns out, politics and policy-making are more

complicated than “Schoolhouse Rock” let on. My
cell phone buzzed. A colleague had just emailed
me a Harvard University study that ranked the
Florida Legislature No. 1 for corruption based on
a national survey of capital correspondents.

Maybe not this time, I thought. 
Inside the Capitol, Rep. Ritch Workman, R-

Melbourne, welcomed me into his suite of wood-
paneled offices, digs reserved for the chairman
of the House Rules, Calendar & Ethics Commit-
tee. While political blogs chirped about Work-
man’s moonlighting as an Uber driver, he had
quietly become one of the most effective and
senior leaders in the House.

“No one likes to vote against an ethics bill,”
Workman said. “So you have to make sure you
write it right the first time. Don’t create more
problems by trying to fix the existing problems.”

Workman already had seven to eight staff
members researching and writing the legislation,
he said. To jump-start things, Gannett had pub-
lished a model bill, drafted by Melbourne at-
torney Michael Kahn, that would do two things:
Add contractors to the list of public servants
subject to laws on bribery, bid-rigging and fraud;
and stop requiring prosecutors to prove that
defendants who broke those laws also did so with
corrupt thoughts.

“There’s gotta be a way to do that without
government overreaching,” said Workman, who
had consulted with Brevard-Seminole State At-
torney Phil Archer. Then, he told me he would
co-sponsor the legislation with Sen. Don Gaetz, a
Republican from the Panhandle. 

An official bill with a number to track will
appear in the next few weeks.

Florida’s affliction
It has been five years since a statewide grand

jury recommended the changes to curb a prob-
lem so pervasive, it amounts to a “corruption tax”
on Floridians.

While you waited:
» Four South Florida mayors, a city council

member and a manager were charged with bid
tampering, bribery and/or unlawful compensa-
tion. Three of them walked — including a Ta-
marac councilwoman who admitted taking $6,300
from a developer for a down payment on a BMW
— because of a lack of evidence of “corrupt in-
tent.” 

» The Broward County School Board this year
decided to cure its chronically corrupt facilities
division by turning the whole $800 million-a-year
construction budget over to a private contractor
— which would be immune from prosecution.
The selection process itself drew bid-tampering
accusations.

» Prosecutors in Brevard continue to prepare
for the trial of former Clerk of Courts Mitch
Needelman and two officers of a technology
company accused of paying kickbacks to his
campaign fund. Their reward was a mostly un-
necessary $8 million contract to scan documents,
court records show. 

That’s just a sampling.
Which is why, in Tallahassee, I later asked the

Senate sponsor, a leader of the Democratic Black
Caucus, and a senior Senate policy adviser: Who
on earth would stop this? What are we up against? 

Politics as usual
There is no pro-corruption lobby, they said. 
The biggest threat is politics as usual.
Good politicians may pull back if they think

any campaign contribution could be considered a
bribe if they later vote for bills that might benefit
a contributor. (The bill would not make that ille-
gal.)

Lobbyists for local government may seek
“carve-out” exemptions for agencies they think
deserve special treatment: Ports, airports, pub-
licly funded hospitals. (Why safeguard more
corruption?)

Political enemies of the sponsors could try to
torpedo the bill for no relevant reason. (We will
watch and report on them.)

“Schoolhouse Rock” didn’t tell kids about
those things.

This bill will test whether Florida leaders can
rise above politics as usual to do something obvi-
ously right for everyone.

Contact Reed at 242-3631 or mreed@floridato-
day.com.

Corruption bill must
beat politics as usual

Matt 
Reed
FLORIDA TODAY 
PUBLIC INTEREST EDITOR

Improving foster care needs to be a priority

The Florida Legislature and the Department of
Children and Families are expected to review policies
governing group home care for foster children this
session.

Group homes serve a population of children that
struggle in traditional foster families — children with
severe behavioral, emotional, psychological or phys-
ical problems; sibling groups; and children who are a
threat to themselves or others.

These children need trained, around-the-clock care
to meet their needs. They benefit from therapies,
routine and structure that trained caregivers can
provide. Too often children are shuffled from foster
home to foster home, school to school. Their educa-
tion and emotional development is further damaged
beyond even the original abuses inflicted by their
birth family.

Further, many sibling groups are separated in the
system, and the only option to keep them together
would be a group home. We do not deny that there are
poorly run group homes in the state. But as one that is
sought out by social workers and guardians ad litem
from around the state, we feel The Haven for Chil-
dren is an example of exemplary care and hope the
legislature along with DCF can seek to improve care
quality at all group homes, to restrict the role group
homes play in a system that should place, before all,
the best interest of the children.

Kathryn Rudloff, Satellite Beach

Leaving rape kits untested unacceptable

Thousands of rape kits collected by Florida law
enforcement agencies in the course of sexual assault
investigations remain locked up and untested. 

In 2014 alone, the Florida Department of Law En-
forcement reported 10,236 forcible sex offenses in
Florida and 317 in Brevard.

The reality that rape kits are untested, sometimes
for decades, is as shocking as it is unacceptable. 

Thankfully, this year brought an unprecedented
amount of activity in the Florida Legislature to ad-
dress our rape kit backlog. FDLE will now be re-
quired to conduct a statewide audit of Florida’s un-
tested rape kits and submit a report of its findings,
including reasons for delays in an analysis not later
than Jan. 1, 2016, to the governor, Senate and the
House. This statewide audit will bring transparency
to the size of our problem, allowing real reform to
begin. 

I strongly urge our legislators to answer the call of
Attorney General Pam Bondi to increase state fund-
ing for processing sexual assault evidence at state
labs and clear the backlog in the coming year by sup-
porting HB 179 filed by Republican Rep. Janet Adkins
and HB 167, filed by Democratic Rep. Janet Cruz.
Both bills address the rape-kit backlog in the state of
Florida and attempt to prevent this kind of backlog
from happening again.

Each untested kit represents a missed opportunity
and leaves violent offenders on the streets of our
communities.

Survivors of sexual assault deserve justice and the
chance for healing, nothing less. 

Vicki Impoco, Satellite Beach

Hunger project worker: It’s ‘least I can do’

I have been very fortunate in my life. I have al-
ways had a roof over my head, a full stomach, and a
loving family to nurture me. As an adult, I have been
able to provide the same for my children.

There are many children who are not so fortunate.
I can choose to ignore that fact, blame their parents
or simply be angry. Or I can choose to act. I have had
the opportunity to volunteer at The Children’s Hunger
Project and have seen in person how the hands of

many wonderful volunteers in Brevard County help
the less fortunate among us. For someone who has
been blessed with so much – it is the least that I can
do.

Nancy Kidd Brown, Melbourne

Teacher saw hungry
students in classroom

Thank you for publishing Bob Barnes’ column
about feeding our hungry children. As a classroom
teacher, I saw firsthand many students coming to
school hungry. Children are not always fortunate
enough to be born into a family that loves them, feeds
them and nurtures them from childhood to adulthood.
It is therefore left to our communities to do whatever
we can to provide food for children that we know
come from families that either can’t or won’t provide
for them.

Many teachers have given needy students food and
clothing when it was necessary. You would be sur-
prised how many children come to school hungry.
Turning a blind eye to their plight is not an option.
The program that provides food for hungry children
to take home with them for the weekends should be
supported by our community.

I believe that it takes a village to raise a child. Our
moral responsibility to help the least of our brethren
is rooted in our Judeo-Christian values. Matthew
25:35, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, l was
thirsty and you gave me drink.” Proverbs 28:27 says,
“Whoever gives to the poor will not want.” Or Mat-
thew 18:10 — “ Take heed that ye despise not one of
these little ones; for I say unto you that in heaven,
their angels do always behold the face of my father
which is in heaven.”

Our children matter. They are the future genera-
tion who will someday be our leaders, workers and
decision makers. Please find it in your heart to sup-
port The Children’s Hunger Project.

Eileen Schaap, Indialantic

LETTERS AND FEEDBACK

AP

A USA TODAY Media Network investigation earlier this year
identified tens of thousands of sexual assault evidence kits
never tested by police.
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TALLAHASSEE — I had never before been
lobbied against. 

The first time was stomach-churning.
But I had asked for it. My Gannett news col-

leagues and I spearheaded a campaign to get an
anti-corruption bill introduced in the Legisla-
ture — and succeeded.

Now proposed in the House by Rep. Ritch
Workman, R-Melbourne, bill 16-05 came before
the Rules & Ethics Committee he chairs for its
first official, public vetting Tuesday. 

Quick to object were the road contractors.
They don’t want to be added to the definition of
“public servant” in Florida statutes on bribery.
Their lobbyist attacked that part and a column I
had written, ultimately raising a reasonable (but
fixable) concern. 

But even quicker to object were a handful of
representatives who seemed much more con-
cerned about the impact on businesses in their
districts than about corruption itself or the tax-
payers who absorb its costs.

A few were offended by the thought of our
bill forcing contractors to open up more of their
chapter records to activists who hate business.
Where they got that thought is anyone’s guess —
the bill text they were given plainly states it
doesn’t apply to anything but the statutes on
bribery, bid-tampering and official misconduct. 

But they left believing it did. And I left know-
ing that passing this bill — nearly two years in
the making — will require more than zesty edi-
torials back home. 

“I don’t think you’re going to hear from any-
one who’s against putting bad actors and wrong-
doers behind bars,” said Brad Burleson, a lobby-
ist for the Florida Transportation Builders Asso-
ciation. 

But he asked: What if a subcontractor takes a
prime contractor out for a nice dinner, buys a
bottle of wine and says he wants to be part of a
big highway project? 

“That’s a bribe,” Burleson told the commit-
tee, speculating on what the anti-corruption bill
could do. “If I’m the prime contractor and I win
a $100-million Department of Transportation
project, I’m on the hook for getting that project
done for $100 million. I need to rely on whoever
I need to rely on to get that project done.”

A bribe? Would our bill turn everyday busi-
ness networking into corruption? Brevard-Semi-
nole State Attorney Phil Archer — who also
spoke in favor of it — didn’t think so. 

But Archer, Workman and I later told the
road-builders’ lobbyist and president that we’d
support any tweak that ensured it wouldn’t.

Tougher to digest Tuesday was criticism led
by Rep. Frank Artiles, R-Miami, a general con-
tractor with a campaign fund loaded with mon-
ey from businesses and corporate PACs. 

Requiring contractors to obey the same pub-
lic-records laws as city councils (which, as writ-
ten, Workman’s bill could not do) will cost them
tens of thousands of dollars in legal fees and
document costs, Artiles predicted. 

“You’re now opening the entire state of Flori-
da to shakedown artists and abusers,” Artiles
said of the bill and, apparently, my Gannett
colleagues and me.

Actually, I thought, Florida is already wide-
open to people like that. They’re scattered in
government offices from Key West to Pensaco-
la. The cost of their bid-rigging, fraud and kick-
backs is so pervasive here, a statewide grand
jury dubbed it Florida’s “corruption tax.”

With minutes remaining in the hearing, I did
something journalists almost never do. I took
the microphone and spoke out on behalf of the
millions who pay the corruption tax. 

Fired-up and a little nervous, I cited exam-
ples of the law letting shady school officials,
crime-hotline managers, and contractor–co-
conspirators off the hook because today’s law
stymies prosecutors. I urged committee mem-
bers to tackle a problem that has become a na-
tional embarrassment.

Afterward, an irked Rep. Marlene O’Toole,
R-Lady Lake, approached and scolded me for
momentarily mixing up Lake and Polk counties
in the hotline example. I apologized. She gave
me the stink-eye as she walked away.

Workman tried to be reassuring.
Fortunately, no one had even questioned the

second of the bill’s two provisions. It would end
the unusual burden on state prosecutors to
prove not only that defendants took bribes or
illegally steered contracts to pals, but did so
with corrupt thoughts or intent.

Still, passing a nonpartisan bill that deters an
expensive, universally recognized problem in
Florida will be a harder job in the capital than
we journalists expected.

Contact Reed at 321-242-3631 or mreed@flori-
datoday.com.

Corruption bill
meets critics 
in Tallahassee

Matt 
Reed
FLORIDA TODAY 
PUBLIC INTEREST EDITOR

Look to Ma Nature for answers

Missing at the next climate change conference will
be Mother Nature.

Mother Nature, not humans, controls day, day, sun,
moon, rain, rainbows, snow, wind, clouds, blue sky,
storms, lightning, thunder, earthquakes, ocean tides
and more.

Common-sense approach: We can protect coast-
lines, wetlands and vegetation growth. With fires
started by Mother Nature, vegetation rebuilds itself
healthier than the original vegetation.

Climate change is how we can steal taxpayers’
money. The sun and wind were at one time time free
for all of us. Today we are paying through our utility
bills, government grants, loans and tax credits for the
solar and wind industry. Will the air we breathe be the
next tax bill?

Richard F. Lewonski, Palm Bay

Parker off-base about Carson

Columnist Kathleen Parker’s Nov. 13 commentary
about Ben Carson revealed the dark side of Carson’s
youth and suspect stories of deceit in his adult life.

It’s unfair to dishonor Carson today on part of his
life he left behind. He turned his life around and be-
came a Christian and a renowned pediatric neurosur-
geon who devoted his life to saving lives.

Knowing Carson as most of us do, he would read
Parker’s commentary, turn the other cheek and re-
mind himself of our beloved Lord’s Prayer: “And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.”

Melvin Deere, Melbourne

Coding know-how great for kids

Thank you for the recent article on the importance
of teaching computer coding to kids. 

It’s true that this 21st-century skill is increasingly
crucial in our tech-centered society. In addition to the
online learning sites the article mentioned, Codecraft
Lab in downtown Eau Gallie offers coding education
to children. They also help volunteers to establish
after-school coding clubs at local schools. 

The club at Indialantic Elementary, where I am the
parent volunteer, has been fantastic for teaching kids
coding. Best of all, they are a nonprofit and provide
financial aid so that money is no barrier to children
learning to code. I encourage parents interested in
helping their kids learn coding to check out Codecraft
Lab.

Deborah Haar Clark, Indialantic

Thanks to all who helped save homes

I want to thank the woman and man who stopped at
my home in south Melbourne Beach on Nov. 16 and
alerted my husband and I and our neighbors to the
fire that had started in the palmetto bushes between
our homes. 

I did not get their names. They quickly called 911
and started uses our hoses on the fire before the fire-
men came. I can’t thank you enough for helping in a
situation which could have been disastrous. I also
want to thank the Brevard County firefighters from
Stations 64 and 65 for their expert skills. Fire can
spread quickly and all of you together were able to
keep it from traveling to our homes.

Marlene Childers, Melbourne Beach

Scouts leave bag — but don’t come for
food

The Boy Scouts left a bag on our front porch with a
request to fill it with nonperishable food items and
leave it where we had found it. The instructions in-
dicated the food would be collected Nov. 14.

No pick-up, thus far. I expected more of that or-

ganization.
Robert Odom, Merritt Island

Life isn’t simple, or cheap, today

Reading with interest about salaries too low to live
comfortably leaves a multiple of options to ponder. 

Yes, I agree, the minimum wage needs to be raised.
However, think of our current lifestyles compared
with how the baby boomer generation was brought
up. We didn’t have the enormous overhead that we
now have. Cell phone, cable and WiFi packages, two to
three cars per family, larger houses, children who do
not play outside must have all sorts of extra-curric-
ular activities, private schools or tutors, outrageous
college tuition and don’t get me started on medical
costs.

If we could get back to reason and create neigh-
borhoods in which walking to the store was an option
so the need for two cars can be reduced, if we can
have community charges for cell/cable and WiFi, get
our streets safe for our children to play outside, get
college costs under control and irresponsible lending
agencies out of the picture and go to a better system
for medicine — maybe we could then get more people
into housing and on to a more fulfilled life.

Laura Petruska, Melbourne

Let developers pay for Port parking

So let me see if I read this right. The Port wants to
build this massive venue for family entertainment yet
they forgot about the issue of parking. So who is in
charge of the planning and organization for the new
venue? They should be replaced immediately. 

The Port Authority was so excited to change the
port to a “family friendly” destination and all of the
revenue that would be generated they were patting
themselves on the back and thinking of ways to spend
the new money. Now the realization of the mistake
has the commission thinking of building a parking
garage and charging to park at this new “family
friendly” destination. There are parking issues within
the area now, so one has to wonder: How did they not
foresee this? 

Here’s a novel idea. Why not have the developers
absorb the cost of the parking garage? They want to
build this up, let them provide the infrastructure to
support it.

Karl Sieglitz, Merritt Island

LETTERS AND FEEDBACK

AP

American street artist Shepard Fairey, aka Obey, shows his
latest piece, “Earth Crisis,” a giant sphere themed on
environment and hanging between the Eiffel Tower’s first and
second floors. Paris hosts the climate change conference from
Nov. 30-Dec. 11.
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