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TOMMY H. SIMMONS, Winston-Salem

Obama symbolism
I’m not familiar with Marc A. Thiessen, whose 

March 24 column “Castros welcomed Obama to 
Cuba with a slap in the face” describes Cuban 
dissidents being swept up just before President 
Obama’s visit. But I can’t help wondering why 
he concentrates on whatever vague meaning he 
imagines this has for the president rather than 
the actual meaning it has for the oppressed dissi-
dents. They were arrested, injured or worse. Why 
is he interpreting this in a way that is detrimen-
tal to the American president rather than hoping, 
like many Americans, that renewed ties with Cuba 
may actually change things there?

One big change is that Obama forced Cuban 
President Raul Castro to respond to questions 
from the press, something he never does. If you 
want a symbol, there’s a good one.

Some on social media expressed outrage over a 
photo of Obama standing before a mural of Che 
Guevara, as if it implied endorsement. It took re-
sponders about 10 seconds to find photos of Ron-
ald Reagan standing in front of a bust of Vladimir 
Lenin and George W. Bush standing in front of a 
bust of Ho Chi Minh. Were they endorsing those 
dictators?

Conservatives used to respond to criticism by 
asking: “Why do you hate America?” My ques-
tion to them is, “Why do you hate America’s 
president?”

I’m not impressed with Thiessen and it’s OK 
with me if you never run him again.

vvv

RICHARD B. HILTON, Advance

A dangerous hypocrisy
Donald Trump is bringing out the worst in a 

group of voters wooed over the years by Republi-
cans to expand their base.

Republicans’ “Southern strategy” played on 
fears of integration in the 1950s and 1960s to con-
vert Southern Democrats. They appealed to evan-
gelical Christians with anti-abortion, anti-gay, 
and, more recently, anti-Muslim rhetoric. They 

welcomed our first black president with claims he 
was really a Kenyan Muslim.

Republican anti-Obama government ob-
structionism has hurt all Americans with an 
economic recovery much slower and less wide-
spread than it should have been. Unabashed 
support of the NRA and the gun lobby has 
brought gun owners into the base, and coupled 
with the stoked fear of government and terror-
ism, has produced a huge cadre of angry, well-
armed Republicans.

Trump, if nothing else, is a master opportun-
ist, and has seized on the fear and anger of these 
“new” Republicans. Their “buyers’ remorse,” 
which began in earnest with the obstructionism 
of the tea party, is now on full display in the total 
chaos within their party. Republicans are now 
even turning their backs on John Kasich, their 
only reasonable, experienced, and sane candidate 
left, for Sen. Ted Cruz, who may be even crazier 
than Trump.

Trump’s threats are very real, and either Repub-
lican alternative to Trump may well bring total 
anarchy to the streets of Cleveland and elsewhere. 
Republicans are finally reaping what they have 
sown, but the real victim of their cynical programs 
may well be our democracy.
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The state legislature’s special session cost $42,000, and all we 
got was a lousy law that will cost us millions unless the governor 
and the legislature come to their senses and rescind it.

House Bill 2, the most egregious in a long line of bills of legisla-
tive overreach, would legalize a form of discrimination statewide. 
The bill that the legislature pushed through in the special session 
was quickly signed into law by Gov. Pat McCrory. Our leaders 
should wake up to all the business our state stands to lose.

The GOP leadership has fired up its far-right base for 2016, 
perhaps the main reason for the wrongheaded law, a solution in 
search of a problem. If the GOP leadership won’t respond to the 
widespread and righteous calls for decency, they should at least 
respond to the power of the purse and rescind their mistake. Doing 
so would save them from a lot of questions they can’t answer, like 
how in the heck do you expect to enforce your decree that people 
must use the public bathroom of their birth gender?

The legislature met in special session last week to respond to an 
ordinance recently passed by the Charlotte City Council intended 
to protect transgender people against discrimination. But it not 
only killed Charlotte’s ordinance, it also, in effect, outlawed such 
provisions statewide. And it took the further, unexpected step of 
banning local governments from setting wage requirements for 
contractors with whom they do business, decreeing to North Car-
olina communities from Manteo to Murphy that the legislature 
knows best what their hiring practices should be.

Not surprisingly, a lawsuit has already been filed against the 
new law. That will bring costs and more bad publicity for  North 
Carolina.

Already, major large employers and educational institutions 
have been strenuously objecting to the new law, saying it will be 
bad both in terms of recruiting talent and attracting customers. 
And the NCAA has expressed concern, raising the spectre of los-
ing its lucrative tournament games.

Religious leaders and civil-rights advocates are also objecting 
strongly to the new law. Hundreds of protestors came together 
around the Governor’s Mansion Thursday. Media outlets around 
the country have taken note — and not in a flattering way.

On Friday, state Sen. Tom Apodaca added insult to injury by 
threatening to charge Charlotte for the costs of the special session, 
saying, “Charlotte brought this all upon themselves.”

One provision of the Charlotte ordinance would have allowed 
transgender people to use the bathrooms in which they feel most 
comfortable. Some supporters of the new law have emphasized 
this detail to argue that the ordinance would have given sexual 
predators increased access to children in restrooms — a boogey-
man claim that not a shred of evidence supports. States that have 
similar ordinances say no such problems have arisen.

And how will the legislature’s law be enforced? Will we need to 
have a valid ID handy, or even our birth certificate, when we enter 
a public bathroom? Would law enforcement officers check those 
suspected of violating the law by asking them to disrobe?

Will we, and our children, find people wearing dresses in men’s 
rooms and people with beards in women’s rooms — in other words, 
transgender people? That’s what the new law would have them do.

This isn’t the first time the legislature has wasted taxpayer money 
on a bill that constrains local government. No doubt some legisla-
tors hope to campaign on the hot-button issue. Their opponents 
will do the same, pointing to their wasteful and discriminatory 
attitudes. 

This law may feel good to the GOP leadership now in the warmth 
of spring. But November will be here before they know it, and it 
could be a cold one. 

The GOP leaders should rescind House Bill 2, if for no other rea-
sons than it will cost them votes and the state money.

By AngelA MAzAris
Guest columnist

last summer, in what felt 
like a victory of great mo-
mentum, the U.S. Supreme 

Court ruled that the Constitu-
tion guarantees the right to 
same-sex marriage. For those 
of us working in LGBTQ com-
munities across the country, the 
marriage equality ruling was 
accompanied by a sigh of relief 
quickly followed by the ques-
tion, now what?

As bathrooms have become 
the next battleground in our 
struggle for full LGBTQ equal-
ity, North Carolina’s legislative 
bait and switch last week shows 
us just what is next both here 
in the tarheel state and across 
the country. While same-sex 
marriage is presumably here to 
stay, the new frontier for LGBTQ 
equality centers around protec-
tions for lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender people in the 
arenas of employment and pub-
lic accommodation. N.C. House 
Bill 2, passed by the House and 
the Senate in special session (at 
an estimated taxpayer cost of 
$42,000), and signed into law by 
Gov. Pat McCrory on Wednes-
day, was originally proposed 
as a measure to overturn the 
section of Charlotte’s non-dis-
crimination ordinance that al-
lowed transgender people to 

use the bathroom that aligns 
with their gender identity. Gut-
ting this section of the non-dis-
crimination ordinance would 
have been damaging in itself for 
trans people in the city of Char-
lotte; however, the bill that ul-
timately passed was far more 
devastating.

House Bill 2 nullifies all non-
discrimination ordinances 
passed at the city or county level 
throughout our state, and forbids 
local governments from creating 
new ones. This means that the 
small patchwork of protections 
set up by our municipalities is 
now gone, and won’t be coming 
back. In a state like North Caro-
lina, where it is perfectly legal to 
fire someone for being gay, les-
bian, bisexual or transgender, 
these local non-discrimination 
ordinances were hard-won pro-
tections against homophobic 
and transphobic bigotry.

What does this mean? For gay 
and lesbian couples, while you 
are now free to marry today, it is 
perfectly legal for your employer 
to fire you tomorrow when you 
come in and put a wedding pic-
ture on your desk. For transgen-
der and gender non-conforming 
people, the law explicitly for-
bids you from using a bathroom 
other than the one that corre-
sponds to your sex at birth. This 
now puts many trans folks in 
the impossible situation of ei-

ther breaking the law by using 
the bathroom that matches their 
gender identity and appear-
ance or of using the restroom 
that matches their birth sex and 
risking ridicule, harassment and 
possibly violence.

And of course, this bill will 
impact our state’s economy as 
well. It is no surprise that mul-
tiple N.C.-based businesses 
publicly opposed HB 2: LGBTQ 
discrimination makes it more 
difficult to recruit and retain top 
talent. PayPal, American Airlines 
and the NCAA are at the front of 
what I hope will be a very long 
line against it.

Research shows zero evidence 
of a rise in crime or sexual as-
sault as a result of passing non-
discrimination ordinances that 
protect transgender people. In-
stead, lawmakers preyed upon 
fears and misconceptions to 
pass a sweeping discriminatory 
measure. States across the na-
tion need to mobilize the net-
works of activists, politicians 
and supporters who were so 
critical in securing marriage 
equality and now work toward 
the goal that perhaps we should 
have been pursuing from the 
get-go: full protections under 
the law for all people, regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender 
identity.
Mazaris is the founding director of the 
Wake Forest University LGBTQ Center.

“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region. 
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our 

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the 
same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 

sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our 
opinion of what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board
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Resenting boycotters from beyond
I don’t like all these outsiders 

pouncing on my state.
For the past couple of weeks 

now, my inbox has been filled 
with news of more and more 
businesses, organizations, states 
and municipalities boycotting 
our state, or threatening to boy-
cott it, over House Bill 2, the 
“bathroom bill” that allows dis-
crimination and legislative over-
reach in a lot more ways than 
just which public restrooms 
transgender people are rele-
gated to.

The bill is dead wrong. But 
the nationwide reaction against 
it makes me defensive, not of 
the bill but of my state. All these 
businesses and organizations 
that could potentially cost our 
state billions in lost dollars don’t 
realize that many of us are as 
opposed to this new law as they 
are. But they’ll still hurt us.

That, of course, is the insulting 
irony. It’s probably an irony as old 
as economic strategies of fighting 
injustice, which must, in some 
form, be as old as the world. Peo-
ple are motivated by love, hate, 
violence and the power of the 
purse, and boycotts are a strate-
gic use of the purse power.

The word “boycott” wasn’t 
coined until the 1880s in Ire-
land, when a land agent came 
up against some wily tenants 
who took economic action 
against him. But before then, in 
this country, our ancestors had 

sworn off British goods dur-
ing the Revolution. After the 
Irish incident, Gandhi led an 
Indian boycott of British goods. 
And throughout the civil rights 
movement in America, through 
the bad old days of South Africa 
and until today, boycotts have 
been used, often effectively.

I plead guilty to cheering on 
boycotts in other places. Many 
of those boycotts were for the 
good and made for fun read-
ing — until my state became the 
target of massive boycotts. Many 
of us support boycotts until 
they hit home. Just as economic 
sanctions against countries that 
our government considers hos-
tile to human rights hurt the 
rank and file of those countries, 
domestic boycotts in this coun-
try can hurt a wide swath.

We haven’t felt our eco-
nomic hit yet. But I get the very 
real feeling that we will. I don’t 
want our state to pay that price. 
It makes me mad and it stirs 
something deep in my Southern 
soul. Yeah, I have mixed feelings, 
but that’s what growing up in a 

defeated South that you love will 
do to you.

The rest of the country has 
long ridiculed the South. The 
rest of the country has its own 
problems we could point out, 
even if we have given them 
plenty of fodder for ridicule, 
from our damning attachment 
to slavery to our flight with Jim 
Crow through today’s voter sup-
pression laws.

But many of us have tried to 
walk a redemption road, try-
ing to do our best to right the 
wrongs of the past and teach 
our children something better. 
Then along comes our gover-
nor and legislature with House 
Bill 2, no doubt aiming to rev up 
ultra-conservatives for the No-
vember vote. The bill covers a lot 
more than bathrooms, but that 
was the hot-button issue the 
GOP leaders seized on, just as 
they seized on voter ID to shove 
through a raft of other measures.

The boycotts began almost as 
soon as Gov. Pat McCrory, who 
follows the GOP legislative lead-
ership, hurriedly signed the bill 
into law on March 23. Within 
days, McCrory was hinting that 
he might want some room to 
wiggle out of this one. After all, 
he’s facing a statewide race in 
November. But GOP legislators, 
running in districts drawn to 
keep them in power, don’t have 
to back down and may not until 
after Election Day in November.

Meanwhile, our state will keep 
getting ridiculed by the national 
press, which doesn’t want to 
hear about all we get right in our 
state. Their stories will lead to 
more boycotts. This is not going 
to be fun. I resent the law, but 
I also resent all the criticism by 
outsiders who don’t know us.

The backers of HB2 are 
counting on that resentment of 
outsiders.

The outsiders won’t back 
down until our politicians back 
off their backward law. The poli-
ticians are not going to have a 
road-to-Damascus moment 

where they realize they were 
wrong. But they will listen to 
voters. Some resent the out-
side backlash as much as I do, 
but are following what Lincoln 
called “the better angels of our 
nature” and fighting back. Other 
voters will, eventually, just see 
the lost dollar signs.

Take enough money from the 
people and they’ll turn on their 
politicians — who will then do 
whatever it takes to get back 
their votes. If that happens, God 
help us that it took all these ag-
gravating outsiders for our lead-
ers to do the right thing.

What constitutes a moral 
issue? Is it, as many 
claim, a factual issue or 

a disagreement in belief? Or is it 
based on a particular type of ex-
perience or situation?

I happen to believe govern-
ment budgets are a moral issue 
because they reflect priorities. 
My moral barometer for mea-
suring societies includes how 
it treats its young, elderly and 
those on its margin — economi-
cally and socially.

Using that as my rubric, it will 
probably come as no surprise 
that I consider the minimum 
wage to be a moral issue.

Does it make good economic 
sense (holistically) as well as 
moral sense to keep the fed-
eral minimum wage at $7.25 
per hour? Where should the 
minimum wage stand today? 
Perhaps the more important 
question: how should the min-
imum-wage discussion take 
place in the public discourse?

Resistance to raising the mini-
mum relies heavily on defining it 
as a “job killer.” It is an argument 

of irony suggesting that raising 
the minimum wage will hurt the 

very people that 
proponents are 
trying to help.

The counter-
narrative argues 
that productivity 
has doubled since 
1969, but the 
wages have not 
kept pace. Had 

the wages kept pace with pro-
ductivity, it is quite possible the 
minimum wage would currently 
stand at $16.50 per hour.

One side wants to suppress 
wages, appearing to long for 
labor standards that predate 
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938. The other side vociferously 
demands $15 per hour.

How might we adjudicate 
these polarities? Should we con-
tinue the popular methodology, 
which is to find the argument 
that corresponds with our previ-
ously held beliefs, unable and/
or unwilling to realize any valid-
ity in the opposing argument?

There simply isn’t much data 

to suggest an increase in the 
minimum wage hurts employ-
ment. In fact, the opposite is 
true. Historically, increases in the 
minimum wage have enhanced 
consumer spending and labor 
productivity while minimizing 
turnover, which is commonly 
associated with low-wage jobs. 
Conversely, the aforementioned 
economic benefits are not real-
ized when wages are kept low.

As much as I might philo-
sophically support $15 per hour, 
might it be in the better interest 
for the overall health of the econ-
omy to shoot for a $12 minimum 
wage by 2020? An increase to $15 
potentially pushes the economy 
into uncharted territory; it is un-
comfortably high relative to the 
nation’s median wage.

Moreover, $15-per-hour 
could very well be the bench-
mark that mitigates the asso-
ciated economic benefits of 
raising the minimum wage by 
becoming a job killer. At $15 
per hour, there are some states 
where that might place an in-
dividual in the 70th percentile 

in terms of wages. How could 
that not lead to an increase in 
unemployment?

There is indeed a strong per-
suasive argument that $15-per-
hour could lift individuals out of 
poverty, but is it sustainable?

This is where the argument 
of irony is validated. Many low-
wage workers have families 
and need additional take-home 
pay. But raising the minimum 
wage to a point that may look 
good on paper, in reality, is use-
less if leads to more people 
unemployed.

That’s not to suggest there will 
be no job loss at an hourly wage 
of $12, but certainly not enough 
to become a deterrent.

When the North Carolina 
legislature prohibited local 
municipalities from creating 
anti-discrimination policies, it 
also prohibited local govern-
ments from raising minimum-
wage levels above the state level 
for contractors with which it 
deals. This is punitive and im-
moral because it potentially 
allows for workers to be eco-

nomically exploited.
But $12-per-hour by 2020 

feels like the right floor for an 
issue that is best addressed re-
gionally. It is unfathomable for 
New York City, San Francisco 
and Pocatello, Idaho to have the 
same minimum wage.

There are a number of high-
wage cities and some states that 
may be able to exceed $12 per 
hour. But obviously, many will 
not be able to surpass it.

The moral argument for in-
creasing the minimum wage is 
not so much the actual agreed 
upon wage, but rather that the 
conversation moves the trajec-
tory toward a number that hon-
ors workers and is sustainable 
economically.

It is also important to note 
that there is a constant politi-
cal will that does not allow clos-
ing the gap that began in 1969, 
when productivity outpaced 
wages. We’re constantly in catch-
up mode.

The Rev. Byron Williams, a writer and the 
host of the “The Public Morality” on WSNC 
90.5, lives in Winston-Salem.

Minimum-wage fight, minimum morality? 

John Railey
jrailey@wsjournal.com

Byron 
Williams

The Readers’ Forum

JAMES T. FULLER, Winston-Salem

Taking a stand
They haven’t taken a stand 

and demanded change over the 
cuts to food stamps for poor 
children. They haven’t taken a 
stand against corruption in poli-
tics. They haven’t taken a stand 
over underfunded schools, 
prison abuse, rape culture, en-
vironmental degradation, greed 
and income inequality or any 
other of a host of social ills. It’s 
only when they’re called upon 
to be fair to gay and transgen-
der people that they say, “Oh, we 
can’t have this. Quick, legisla-
ture, save us.”

That tells me everything I 
need to know about their moral 
beliefs.

vvv

RICHARD SMITH, Lexington

Welcome to go
Concerning HB2, my thought 

is that the folks who don’t like 
it are welcome to go to Atlanta 
or Sacramento or similar places 
where they can be with their 
kind instead of coming to our 
fair state and trying to run it to 
their liking. Also, the Northern 
transplants that come south to 
enjoy our weather can go back 
to where they came from in-
stead of trying to change our 
ways.

All the illegals should all learn 
English instead of us having to 
put our signs in Spanish and 
should not be able to use our so-
cial services, hospitals, schools, 
etc., without getting in line and 
coming legally. Also the compa-

nies such as Lowe’s that do not 
like this bill should be boycotted 
by loyal Americans.

My wife and I are Air Force 
veterans of the Korean War and 
are concerned with the way this 
country has gone over these 
many years.

vvv

REGINA FRANCK, Winston-Salem

Perverts in bathrooms
Is it “discrimination” or is 

it “protection”? Which is it 
to not want perverts in our 
bathrooms? Allowing anyone 
dressed correctly in any bath-
room opens the possibility for 
perverts to act against our chil-
dren. My granddaughter lives 
in North Carolina and needs 
protection.

How can one tell who is a 
pervert? How can anyone tell 
who is a transgender person? 
There is no test to prove ei-
ther. The transgenders made 
a choice and their comfort 
is second to our children’s 
protection.

Before these bills, all seemed 
quiet. Can we just let well 
enough alone? Keep the peace!

vvv

REBECCA MINOR, Winston-Salem

It’s all about shame
One of the advantages of hav-

ing a loose cannon like Donald 
Trump in the presidential race 
is that he dislikes what he calls 
“political correctness” so much 
(the rest of us call it “decency”) 
that he’s likely to come out and 
say what Republicans really 

think without a filter.
It’s kind of like Rep. Kevin 

McCarthy’s foot-in-the-mouth 
admission that the Benghazi 
hearings were intended to hurt 
Hillary Clinton’s presidential 
campaign.

So we finally get to hear what 
we’ve really known all along: 
Conservative opposition to 
abortion, supposedly in the 
name of “the sanctity of life,” 
is really intended to punish 
women (“Trump tries to take 
back comments on abortion,” 
March 31). It’s really intended 
to make the procedure as pain-
ful, humiliating and expensive 
as possible to punish these 
poor women, in the worst situ-
ation of their lives, for getting 
pregnant. As if they did it all by 
themselves.

The conservative alternative 
to abortion is just as vile: forcing 
women to give birth to children 
they don’t want, then sham-
ing them, as Jeb Bush put it, 
for being single mothers. It’s all 
about humiliating women, one 
way or another, for getting preg-
nant — which, again, they didn’t 
do all by themselves.

The Republican Party tries to 
deny its “war on women,” but 
when their frontrunner, Don-
ald Trump, speaks, we can see 
pretty clearly what it’s really all 
about.

vvv

MARK B. HOWARD, Winston-Salem

Not a big problem
What in the world is wrong 

with these people?
Who has taught them to be so 

afraid of their own shadows?

Perverts in restrooms? Has 
that been a big problem? Not 
nearly as big a problem as ig-
norance and bigotry. Is it going 
to be a bigger problem because 
transgender people get to go to 
the bathrooms in which they be-
lieve they belong? Are perverts 
lining up, waiting for permission 
to enter the wrong bathroom? 
Do these people really not see 
that the true distinguishing 
marker is not a dress, but illegal 
behavior?

Any man stupid enough to 
put on a dress as a ruse to gaze 
at female anatomy — first of all, 
in the Internet age, is doing it 
wrong. But second, the law, one 
way or another, is not going to 
assist or deter such an idiot. He 
will hang himself. Transgender 
people are not going to stand 
around leering.

It’s entirely possible for 
schools, gyms and businesses 
to make their own appropriate 
arrangements that would keep 
transgendered people away 
from the delicate sensibilities 
of conservatives, but that’s not 
what HB2 does. HB2 is an ex-
cuse for the stodgy members 
of the legislature to grab power, 
serve their rich masters and 
avoid giving legal protections — 
equality, not special rights — to 
gay and LGBT people.

I ask again: What in the world 
is wrong with these people? Do 
they really not understand how 
they’ve been fooled or are they 
happy about it?

Sum It Up
Is the new 6.75-percent state 

sales tax on labor fair?
Respond to letters@wsjour-

nal.com and put “Sum It Up” in 
the subject header. Only signed 
entries, please — no anonymous 
ones. Briefer responses receive 
preference in print.

When You Write
The Journal encourages read-

ers’ comments. To participate in 
The Readers’ Forum, please sub-
mit letters online to Letters@ws-
journal.com. Please write “The 
Readers’ Forum” in the subject 
line and include your full name, 
address and a daytime tele-
phone number. Or you may mail 
letters to: The Readers’ Forum, 
P.O. Box 3159, Winston-Salem, 
NC 27102. Letters are subject to 
editing and may be published 
on journalnow.com. Letters 
are limited to 250 words. Let-
ter writers are allowed one letter 
every 30 days, but writers may 
respond to “Sum It Up” every 
week.

If you would like a photo of 
yourself included with your let-
ter, send it to us as a .jpg file.

For more guidelines and ad-
vice on writing letters, go to 
journalnow.com/opinion/
submit_a_letter.

The Journal welcomes origi-
nal submissions for guest col-
umns on local, regional and 
statewide topics. Essay length 
should not exceed 750 words. 
The writer should have some 
authority for writing about his 
or her subject. Our email ad-
dress is: Letters@wsjournal.com. 
Essays may also be mailed to: 
The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 
3159, Winston-Salem, NC 27102. 
Please include your name and 
address and a daytime tele-
phone number.

From Page A30

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

PayPal’s signage outside its headquarters in San Jose, Calif. Pay-
Pal said on Tuesday it’s canceling plans to bring 400 jobs to North 
Carolina after lawmakers passed a law that restricts protections for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.
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CAROLYN BALDUS, Lexington

Common sense
A wise owl once said to use common sense.
Why not solve the problem with LGBT people 

and bathrooms by placing a third bathroom with 
“LGBT” above it and the same with the locker 
room? I imagine not as big a room will be needed, 
but that will solve the problem.

vvv

MICHAEL C. SMITH, Winston-Salem

Sleight of hand
Perhaps I am missing the point; but is HB2 

about more than which bathroom to use? It seems 
everything that is written focuses on the LGBT as-
pect of this law.

While this is an important issue, what about 
the other two parts of this new law? We can 
no longer sue in state court for discrimina-
tion, etc. Municipalities cannot decide on a 
minimum wage for private contractors in their 
jurisdictions.

Our Republican friends are always talking 
about “government overreach.” Is HB2 not the 
best example of “government overreach”?

It never ceases to amaze me how the media is 
used to manipulate the focus of any issue. It is 
that old “sleight-of-hand” trick — focus the atten-
tion over here while even more important issues 
slip past, right in front of our eyes.

Sum It Up
On Sunday we asked our readers: Is the new 

6.75-percent state sales tax on labor fair?

No. The working class is already over-taxed. Any 
new taxes should replace corporate welfare and 
tax breaks for the wealthy.

STEVE LAWSON

vvv

This sales tax is unfair as it will have a greater 
impact on those of moderate to low income.

JAMES MCGRATH

vvv

While an increasing segment of North Caro-
lina’s economy involves the use of services (labor), 
the new 6.75-percent sales tax — wisely and fairly 
— does not apply to all services.

Let’s also keep in mind that, in recent years, 
Raleigh Republicans have lowered income tax 
rates and more than doubled the standard de-
duction — with further income-tax cuts slated 
for 2017.

Democrats, on the other hand, have tradition-
ally been the big tax-and-spenders. It’s fair to say 
that’s one reason they lost control of the state leg-
islature in 2011.

DEB PHILLIPS

vvv

Reducing taxes on higher income and in-
creasing taxes on people who need services 
and now must pay taxes on labor makes a lot of 
sense, if you are a conservative. If, however, you 
have any sense of Christian decency it makes 
little sense.

If the state needs to increase its income, as 
it says, then move the income tax rates back to 
where they were.

DAVE DANNER SR.

vvv

How can an across-the-board regressive tax im-
posed to off-set, at least in part, tax reductions for 

the wealthy, be fair? Such taxes are always more 
onerous on the less-well-off and those on fixed in-
comes, whose living costs are arbitrarily raised. As 
a result my annual air-conditioning maintenance 
contract has risen by $17.

John Railey was right (“You can’t help but re-
sent the boycotters from beyond,” April 10) in 
another context: If you take enough money away 
from voters, they will remember it in November.

JOHN HARRISON

vvv

Is the new tax fair? North Carolina has the high-
est gas tax in the South. The highest overall tax 
rate in the South. It has one if the highest sales-tax 
rates in the nation.

Great state, but getting too expensive and yet 
the teachers say we spend too little on education.

Where is the money going?
KEN HOGLUND

vvv

No, there shouldn’t be a tax on labor. If the state 
legislature would pass a constitutional amend-
ment to balance the budget each and every fiscal 
year and it lived within its budget, the state and all 
of its agencies would not be so tempted to over-
spend, would they?

STEVE HENDERSON

vvv

The new sales tax on labor is not fair. It is part of 
the Republicans’ move to lower income taxes on 
the rich, while increasing consumption taxes on 
the poor, those in lower income groups, seniors 
and others on fixed incomes.

They like to say they are for reducing taxes, but 
they really mean only for the rich, shifting the 
greater tax burden to the rest of us.

Consumption-based taxes hit lower-income 
groups hardest. Having lower income, they pay 
less in income taxes, but sales and use taxes take a 
much greater percentage of what little disposable 
income they have. For those in higher income 
brackets, sales and use taxes take a much smaller 
percentage of their disposable income.

DAVID M. MCMAHON

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments. To 

participate in The Readers’ Forum, please submit 
letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com. Please 
write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject line and 
include your full name, address and a daytime 
telephone number. Or you may mail letters to: 
The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, Winston-Sa-
lem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to editing and 
may be published on journalnow.com. Letters are 
limited to 250 words. Letter writers are allowed 
one letter every 30 days, but writers may respond 
to “Sum It Up” every week.

If you would like a photo of yourself included 
with your letter, send it to us as a .jpg file.

For more guidelines and advice on writ-
ing letters, go to journalnow.com/opinion/
submit_a_letter.

The Journal welcomes original submissions for 
guest columns on local, regional and statewide 
topics. Essay length should not exceed 750 words. 
The writer should have some authority for writing 
about his or her subject. Our email address is: 
Letters@wsjournal.com. Essays may also be 
mailed to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, 
Winston-Salem, NC 27102. Please include your 
name and address and a daytime telephone 
number.
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Our view

“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region. 
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our 

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the 
same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 

sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our 
opinion of what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board

House Bill 2, the “bathroom bill” rushed through by the state 
legislature and Gov. Pat McCrory, is having the desired effect of 
rallying the troops before the November election even as it drains 
economic-development efforts. McCrory started trying to walk 
the measure back Tuesday with an executive order that does too 
little too late.

  HB2 has cost the state millions of dollars from boycotts, and 
the costs will likely keep rising unless the legislature repeals the 
law. The “Carolina Comeback” is seeming more and more like a 
Custer’s Last Stand, economic style.

The governor’s order, while expanding some legal protections 
for state workers based on sexual orientation and gender identity, 
leaves intact the law’s bathroom provision. The GOP leaders must 
know there’s no widespread public-safety threat from transgender 
people in public restrooms, since they have no firm enforcement 
plan for their new law. HB2 presents no clear plan to spot offend-
ers, detain them or punish them. The emperor has no clothes.

What is all too real is the economic damage caused by depict-
ing transgender people, our neighbors, as some sort of public en-
emies. Our city, just as the rest of the state, has worked too hard 
on our economy and our equality to be dragged back to the dark 
ages by the GOP leaders pushing this new law that requires people 
to use the public restroom that corresponds to their birth gender. 

HB2 supporters conjure up scary images of burly men saunter-
ing into women’s restrooms. Opponents point to the costs and the 
failure of the legislature to protect a group of North Carolinians 
that is more likely to suffer bullying and discrimination than al-
most any other, transgender people.

And the lack of a clear enforcement plan shows that this was 
simply Machiavellian politics from the start.

UNC system President Margaret Spellings said the UNC system 
would follow the law. But she realizes there’s no way to confirm 
that transgender people are using only public bathrooms match-
ing their biological sex. The university does not plan to enforce 
bathroom use, she told reporters last week.

If the governor and the legislature had concrete evidence of 
widespread abuse by transgender people in bathrooms, surely 
they would have included a firm enforcement plan.

In the meantime, the law allows discrimination by preventing 
North Carolina citizens from suing for discrimination in state 
courts. McCrory, in his order, indicated he would seek legislation 
that would restore that right. Don’t hold your breath waiting for 
the legislature to do that. 

The law also prevents local communities from controlling their 
own economies by blocking local discrimination standards and 
minimum-wage practices with contractors. Nobody is rallying 
to support that. In the long run, those provisions could do a lot 
more harm than allowing transgender people to use the rest-
rooms they choose.

This kind of hot-button tactic has been used in our state and 
elsewhere before, particularly during the civil-rights era: Raise a 
boogeyman claim of some dire result of social change, portraying 
fair treatment of a minority as somehow threatening the major-
ity. Politicians will keep using it as long as the public responds.

In the meantime, the costs in North Carolina, in terms of dollars 
and profile, have been rising. If they have any real concern for our 
state’s well-being, at least its economic well-being, the legislature 
and McCrory would rescind HB2 now. The support it’s raised will 
dwindle as our state keeps  losing business — and dwindling on 
the national map.

Lack of enforcement 
plan shows HB2 
is a costly farce

By Eric Millsaps
record and landmark of statesville

Dear Bruce Springsteen,
I fully support your right to raise 

your political voice.
But your method this time, canceling 

a concert in Greensboro 48 hours before 
showtime, is wrong-headed.

Let me be clear, many North Carolin-
ians think House Bill 2 is idiotic. It was 
written in haste by small-minded people 
who fear change.

I get it.
You could have made that point from 

the stage in front of thousands of people 
who paid dearly to see you perform. They 
would have cheered.

You chose, instead, to cancel.
The decision hurts me as a North Car-

olinian. It is disrespectful to a state that 
has been one of the most progressive in 
the South.

You were set to play in a city where a 
1960 sit-in at a lunch counter brought 
national attention to segregation and 
spawned other sit-ins. It was a signifi-
cant victory in the fight for civil rights. 
Why not pay homage to that proud 
moment?

The decision also hurts me as a fan of 
your music. I first saw you in 1978. My 
buddy Scott turned 16 that day and in-
sisted that we travel from Statesville to 
Charlotte to watch you perform. I was 
converted that night, and I have not wa-

vered. I have witnessed your musical 
magic many times since, most recently 
in Charlottesville, Va., with the same 
pal who dragged me to that show in ’78. 
I am a lifelong fan who set aside time 
and money for your Greensboro show. 
There is no other way to put it: You let me 
down.

The decision hurts me most, however, 
as a father.

You have a daughter. You have to un-
derstand how hard it is for dads.

Today would have been her first 
Springsteen show. She was pumped. I 
was delighted that we would have a fa-
ther/daughter day that culminated with 
music we could both enjoy. Even better, 
her college friends were jealous. Bruce, 

man, I was almost into cool dad territory.
Then I got the ALL CAPS text: THE 

CONCERT IS CANCELED.
She’s mighty disappointed. She will get 

over it. She will probably find her way to 
one of your concerts in the future.

As for me, I doubt it.
You hurt my daughter’s feelings and 

disrespected your loyal fans in North 
Carolina.

I agree with you on HB2, but two 
wrongs don’t make a right.

Of all the performers in the world, 
Bruce, you should understand the show 
must go on.

Eric Millsaps is a Statesville native, proud father of two 
and publisher of the Record and Landmark. For the 
record, he has been to seven Springsteen shows.

A few words for Bruce Springsteen
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BRUCE RUDD, Winston-Salem

Whiners throughout history
Today’s controversy about election and primary 

rules brings to mind all of history’s whiners. How 
many times will we have to tolerate people who 
knew full well the rules but, none the less, con-
tinue to complain about the results?

All the way back to the Roman Empire, Chris-
tians knew that the rule was “winner take all” 
when they faced those brave lions in the coli-
seum. Our own American Indians knew the rule 
was, “move to some desolate hovel for meager 
existence and re-education,” yet they continued 
to complain and even rebelled against those wise 
rule makers. Even closer to home, our black citi-
zens knew that the rule was “theaters, restaurants 
and the front of buses are for white people,” but 
as clear and simple as that rule was, they never 
stopped whining.

Could it be that we’re asking the wrong ques-
tion when we debate whether or not someone 
should have known the rules? Maybe the better 
question is, “Where did the rules come from and 
why?” In the current case, is it possible that the 
political elite (both sides) may have quietly over 
time adjusted the rules to make sure that we com-
mon voters never upset their kingdom?

Wait! I think I have become another one of his-
tory’s whiners.

vvv

JOHN HARRISON, Winston-Salem

Who’s the bully?
The national press on April 10 reported that 

6th District Rep. Mark Walker has accused Bruce 
Springsteen of bullying the state legislature by 
canceling his Greensboro concert to protest the 
enactment of HB2. Enacted guilefully, the Repub-
lican administration simply mobilized its majority 
to ram through discriminatory LGBT legislation 
and, at the same time, gratuitously attenuated 
municipal powers and employment arbitration. 
In view of the legislative process employed, per-
haps Rep. Walker should reappraise his view of 
where the bullying originated and who is bullying 
whom. As a pastor he may wish to review Mat-
thew 7:3 regarding motes and beams.

Bruce Springsteen is only the most visible ce-
lebrity to make known his opposition to HB2, 

but support reportedly is burgeoning in the en-
tertainment and cultural spheres. This support 
only reinforces corporate censure as nationally 
renowned companies come to question whether 
North Carolina is a good place to locate or oper-
ate businesses. Representatives of the people in 
Raleigh cannot afford to be complacent about the 
impact of these portents for the economy; nor 
should they expect that specious moral rational-
ization will carry the day.

Rep. Walker and the GOP cannot, as in the 
old days, blame meddling outsiders for self-in-
flicted wounds. It is time to live in the real, rapidly 
changing world.

vvv

BUDDY OSBORNE, Winston-Salem

Majority/minority
Liberals sure are screwed up. They keep fight-

ing to make the lives of minorities better, but 
what do they do for the majority, who suffer daily 
persecution because they’re no longer allowed to 
oppress minorities without the minorities fighting 
back? Don’t they understand that the majority is 
always right?

Look, once and for all: Equality is discrimi-
nation against the majority. Loss of privilege is 
persecution. And pointing out the majority’s in-
tolerance is intolerant.

Got it now?

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments. To 

participate in The Readers’ Forum, please submit 
letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com. Please 
write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject line 
and include your full name, address and a day-
time telephone number. Or you may mail letters 
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to editing 
and may be published on journalnow.com. Let-
ters are limited to 250 words. Letter writers are al-
lowed one letter every 30 days, but writers may 
respond to “Sum It Up” every week.

If you would like a photo of yourself included 
with your letter, send it to us as a .jpg file.

For more guidelines and advice on writ-
ing letters, go to journalnow.com/opinion/
submit_a_letter.
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Our view

Our state motto is “To be, rather than to seem.” Sunday morn-
ing, before a nationwide audience on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” 
Gov. Pat McCrory essentially flipped the motto: Make it “To seem, 
rather than to be.”

The governor smiled often and kept his tone civil as he de-
fended most of House Bill 2, the new state law that makes room 
for ugly and uncivil discrimination against LGBT people and is 
costing our state millions of dollars in business boycotts. Show 
host Chuck Todd failed to adequately press McCrory on the pro-
vision of the law that mandates people use the public bathroom 
that corresponds to the gender on their birth certificate, a provi-
sion apparently aimed more at revving up the base for 2016 than 
any concerns about public safety.

Our governor emphasized dialogue on the issues raised, even 
though he gave no room for that before rapidly signing this egre-
gious bill that the legislative leaders he follows pushed through.

We couldn’t help but think of politicians across the South who 
civilly defended segregation back in the day.

Yet our state, led by Gov. Terry Sanford in the early 1960s, be-
came a model for peaceful integration.

Sanford wasn’t perfect. He was oblivious to the abuses of our 
state’s forced sterilization program.

Three years ago, McCrory rightly signed off on a budget that 
included compensation for victims of that program, the first of 
its kind in the country. Today, we urge him to again take the long 
view and demand the legislature repeal House Bill 2. History 
smiles on acts of compassionate courage made against ignorant 
stonewalling.

The News & Record of Greensboro recently published this editorial.

A couple of recent reports dramatically illustrate our uneven 
circumstances.

First from the Census Bureau, which released its 2015 county 
population estimates. Although North Carolina’s overall popula-
tion grew by 5.3 percent from 2010 to 2015, 48 of its 100 counties 
lost population.

This is devastating to many of our state’s small towns and rural 
counties. Rockingham County lost 2 percent of its population dur-
ing the first half of the current decade, and the bleeding may in-
crease when the Miller-Coors brewery in Eden closes later this year.

The impact isn’t isolated. Unemployed workers may look for 
jobs in Guilford County, which saw a population gain of 6 percent 
but slow job growth.

Population losses are spreading throughout the state.
Population growth also is more intensely concentrated. Nearly 

half of the 2010-2015 increase occurred in just two counties — 
Wake and Mecklenburg. Both now exceed 1 million residents.

The other report, from the North Carolina Justice Center, high-
lights economic disparities. Among its most startling findings: 63 
counties exceeded the state’s overall poverty rate of 17.2 percent 
in 2015; and in 89 counties, the median hourly wage was less than 
the state average of $15.63.

Two neighboring counties, Guilford and Rockingham, show 
significant differences — although Guilford is far from the state’s 
strongest county and Rockingham far from the weakest. In De-
cember, 13,586 people were looking for work in Guilford County, 
and there were 16,316 job openings. In Rockingham, 2,497 people 
were looking for work but only 1,301 jobs were open. In Guilford, 
11,478 more people were employed in December than eight years 
earlier. In Rockingham, there were 1,643 fewer people employed.

Contrasts like this exist across the state and tell a clear story: 
Opportunities are poor in some counties. That contributes to de-
clining population, which depresses conditions even more.

The question is whether North Carolina can prevent even more 
counties from slipping backward.

One solution is taking a regional approach to economic devel-
opment. A good example is the Greensboro-Randolph Megasite 
under development in northern Randolph County with support 
from Greensboro. If it attracts a major industrial client, it will pro-
vide a much-needed boost to the entire region.

The state also should end policies that make problems worse. 
Cutting unemployment benefits, eliminating the earned-income 
tax credit, tightening eligibility for food assistance and denying 
Medicaid expansion have torn important safety nets that could 
help sustain poor communities until conditions improve.

More answers are needed. North Carolina can’t progress as long 
as most of it drags below average.

“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region. 
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our 

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the 
same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 

sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our 
opinion of what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board

‘To seem, rather 
than to be’

North Carolina must 
rise to challenges
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Fire in Fayetteville leaves 
a gap in Chapel Hill

Why did a fire in Fayette-
ville cause a panic in 
Chapel Hill?

When I got word about the 
April 9 fire that destroyed the 
Haymont Grill in Fayetteville, 
a little bit of me got destroyed, 
too.

The Grill was a few blocks 
away from a house at 1805 
Bragg Blvd., where I and seven 
other lieutenants lived while 
we were stationed at Fort Bragg 
in the early 1960s. The Grill be-
came our favorite eating place, 
in part because Pete Skenteris, 
the longtime owner, took care of 
us. In early 2015, he told Chick 
Jacobs of the Fayetteville Ob-
server, “Once someone comes 
once, they keep coming back. 
They become our friends, not 
just customers. We use only 
fresh ingredients, fresh ground 
beef, and seafood.”

I think he told me the same 
thing in 1963.

Since then, whenever I passed 
through Fayetteville, I tried to 
stop for a bite to eat and for a 
visit with the Grill’s current cli-
entele and with Skenteris, who 
had taken care of my room-
mates back then and thousands 
of others like us since then.

So you can understand why 
the far-away fire took away some-
thing from me. But the Chapel 
Hill panic about the fire was 
about more than my memories.

If you read this column regu-
larly, you may remember that 

I have written about Haymont 
Grill several times recently. I 

used it as an ex-
ample of the kind 
of place I wanted 
to include in my 
new book titled 
“North Carolina’s 
Roadside Eateries: 
A Traveler’s Guide 
to Local Restau-
rants, Diners, and 

Barbecue Joints” to be published 
in October by UNC Press as a 
part of its Southern Gateways 
Guides series.

Looking for old-time, locally 
owned restaurants that are com-
munity gathering places, ones 
that are close enough to the big 
highways for travelers to find 
them and, rather than loading 
up with franchise fast foods, 
have a meal with the locals, 
there could be no better find 
than Haymont Grill.

The fire that gutted the Grill 
caused an estimated $750,000 
in damages. Almost nothing 
survived except the iconic sign 
“Hamont Grill” that perched 
atop the building. Why was it 
Hamont and not Haymont? That 
abbreviation came about be-
cause a sign with six letters cost 
$5,000 less than one with seven 
letters, and in the early days 
Skenteris needed to save every 
dollar he could.

Large cranes were required 
last week to lift and clear the 
big clumps of debris from the 

restaurant site, which is still se-
cured for safety reasons.

No one knows, probably not 
even Skenteris, whether he will 
try to rebuild and restore the 
work of his lifetime. If he does 
know, he has not told others. He 
says he must wait until he gets 
reports from insurance com-
pany investigations and, until 
then, “There’s nothing I can do 
but sit back.”

Meanwhile, back in Chapel 
Hill, UNC Press has completed 
the design and formatting of 
“North Carolina’s Roadside Eat-
eries,” including a long and lov-
ing description of the Grill and a 
beautiful photo of its “Hamont” 
sign.

“In a few days, it will be too 
late to make a change without 
incurring great expense,” my 
editor told me when he learned 
about the fire. “You can remove 
the Haymont description now, 
but it has to be now, not later. 
We think it’s best. Otherwise 
your book will be out of date 
when it’s published. But we have 
to decide now.”

Finally, I agreed to remove the 
listing. The book will not be the 
same without the Grill.

Nor will my world be the 
same without knowing that Pete 
Skenteris and the Haymont Grill 
are waiting to welcome me back 
to Fayetteville.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Book-
watch,” which airs at noon Sundays and 
5 p.m. Thursdays on UNC-TV.

D.G. 
Martin
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Our view

“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region. 
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our 

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the 
same. We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and 

sometimes aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our 
opinion of what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”

— The Journal Editorial Board

As the legislature arrives in Raleigh Monday for its short session, 
we have one important message: Rescind House Bill 2. Rescind it 
for financial, legal and moral reasons. Throw it away and forget 
about it. Act like this embarrassment never existed.

Major corporations have withdrawn their investments in North 
Carolina because of HB2 and threaten to withdraw more. They 
would prefer to do business in states that welcome and treat ev-
eryone with respect. HB2 does the opposite. Hundreds of millions 
of dollars and thousands of jobs are at stake.

Rescind it.
HB2 has become the poster child for government overreach, 

initially promoted as a response to a city bill about bathroom 
usage, then morphing to impede civil rights, citizens’ access to 
state courts and cities’ and counties’ ability to regulate their own 
affairs.

Rescind it.
North Carolina has a long-standing reputation as a good place 

to call home, a major tourist destination, a leader in higher edu-
cation, a “valley of humility between two mountains of conceit.” 

Now, because of HB2, we’re a national joke, a 
late-night TV punch-line and, when it comes 
to moderate political climate and civil rights, 
firmly planted below South Carolina and Vir-
ginia. Below South Carolina.

Rescind it.
There is no credible documented evidence of 

the threat of sexual assault from transgenders, 
who have for decades been using the facilities 
that the legislature is attempting to block from 
them. There is no credible documented evi-
dence of the threat of sexual assault from faux 
transgenders. These are campfire ghost stories 
that the legislature and conservative special-
interest groups are reciting to drum up sup-
port. Legislation motivated by fear-mongering 
later leads to shame.

Rescind it.
Those who appeal to morals for blocking 

transgenders from necessary facilities seem 
to actually know very little about transgenders 
aside from the campfire stories they’ve swal-

lowed. Discrimination and denying equal rights out of ignorance, 
pettiness or sectarianism is never moral.

Rescind it.
And, if nothing else is persuasive, the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of 

Appeals, which covers North Carolina, just cleared the way for 
transgender individuals to use the bathrooms that align with 
their gender identity. The legislature has lost. All it can accom-
plish now is to waste copious taxpayer money when the issue in-
evitably goes to court.

State Senate leader Phil Berger has surely heard these pleas al-
ready, from the business community, from other legislators, from 
legal advisors and civil-rights advocates. Yet he told The Associ-
ated Press last week that he doesn’t think the law needs to be al-
tered and has no plans to do so. In his obstinance, he’s hung Gov. 
Pat McCrory, who suggested moderating the bill, out to dry. He’s 
done the same to North Carolina citizens. We hope someone will 
be able to speak sense to him.

For these reasons, we call on the legislature to revoke the night-
mare of HB2 and let us get back to tackling the state’s real problems 
together. Rescind it. Rescind it all.

Rescind this travesty 
called HB2

By Maurice “Mo” Green and Justin Maxson
Guest columnists

over the past several decades, our 
foundations have invested hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in North 

Carolina communities to help make our 
state a place where everyone can grow 
and contribute, to realize their human 
potential and become their best selves.

Each of us has a different set of strat-
egies and approach to our work. Our 
foundations support a range of nonprofit 
organizations that provide services such 
as improving health, strengthening edu-
cation and supporting economic security 
to ensure that residents of North Caro-
lina have the opportunity to thrive.

Although our strategies and ap-
proaches may differ, we share a common 
set of values — among them fairness, 
inclusion and equity. Rooted in these 
values is a clear understanding that no 
North Carolina community can truly 
thrive when some of its members are de-
nied opportunity to do so.

We believe that our shared values tran-
scend political division, and that many 
North Carolinians feel the same. There-
fore, we are deeply disappointed when 
state laws promote actions that are anti-
thetical to these values.

The values of fairness, inclusion and 
equity are essential to our impact as 
charitable foundations. Much of our 
work as funders includes addressing 

some of North Carolina’s most pressing 
problems, lifting up communities that 
are most in need and supporting groups 
of people who are living on the margins. 
Because the needs are many, charitable 
efforts alone will never be enough to 
solve these issues completely. However, 
the investments we have made across 
North Carolina and the impacts of our 
collected charitable dollars have led us 
to make great strides. Yet, when laws are 
passed that open doors to discrimina-
tion and further marginalization of com-
munities, it undermines our charitable 
investments. Laws that embrace our 
shared values add greater impact for the 
communities we serve.

Ultimately, we know that communities 

are built through dialogue and action, not 
only laws. When we know and understand 
our neighbors, even if we disagree with 
them, we are more likely to develop shared 
approaches to community challenges that 
will provide mutual benefit. When we rec-
ognize the values that we share are far 
more numerous than those that may di-
vide us, we are more likely to learn from 
one another and move forward in ways 
that provide greater opportunity for all.

If we act on our shared values as a 
state, we will build a North Carolina 
where everyone can truly thrive.

Maurice “Mo” Green is the executive director of the 
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation. Justin Maxson is the 
executive director of the Mary Reynolds Babcock 
Foundation.
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MEL H. HENDERSON, Winston-Salem

Not so simple
I really appreciate the letters you’ve been print-

ing from medical professionals and I hope you’ll 
continue to give them a platform until everyone 
understands that this isn’t as simple an issue as 
the supporters of HB2 say.

Every time someone talks about “biological 
males sharing locker rooms and showers with 
young girls,” they not only demonize LGBT peo-
ple — harkening to the worst-sounding (and, yet, 
least likely) scenario — but they fail to realize that 
we’re talking about people who are not, in the 
conventional sense, simply male or female, end 
of story. We’re talking about males who look and 
act female because their brains and every instinct 
they’ve had all their lives tell them they’re female. 
We’re talking about people who may be going 
through hormone treatments and psychological 
counseling, who may have had their bodies aug-
mented and may want more done when they can 
afford the exorbitant price.

The same is also true of transgender men, who 
are not just women in men’s clothing. It’s just not 
that simple, and every politician and religious or 
political group that says it is is being either igno-
rant or deceitful. They’re also encouraging dan-
gerous situations for LGBT people. That’s not very 
responsible.

I understand that this is a difficult and uncom-
fortable situation for a lot of people. But we don’t 
conquer difficult and uncomfortable situations by 
acting like they’re simple.

vvv

MAUREEN PARENT, Winston-Salem

Disappointment
I would like to add “Amen” to Eric Millsaps’ 

April 14 column “A few words for Bruce Springs-
teen.” I feel sorry for his daughter and other fans 
who are being disappointed. It could have been a 
once in a lifetime experience for many.

vvv

EVAN FISHER, Winston-Salem

One word for it
A boy reaches an age at which he starts to 

think about gender. He’s taught the differences 
— not just anatomical — between boys and girls 
and he somehow feels, with every fiber of his 
being, that he must be a girl. The feeling persists 
for years. Counseling doesn’t change it. Pretend-
ing, imitating others doesn’t change it. Praying 
doesn’t change it. Nothing erases the feeling, 
the instinct, the certainty, that he is female and 
somehow arrived in the world with the wrong 
body parts.

Whatever happens next, it is the height of ig-
norance to assume that he is a pervert or a sexual 
predator who is dying to get his hands on children 
or peek at other people’s genitals in the restroom.

There’s no other word for it: ignorance.
Unless one knows better. Then the word for it is 

bigotry.

vvv

WAYNE SMITH, Winston-Salem

Boycotts just hurt citizens
HB2 has been passed and nothing will be done 

about it in the near future. I’m not for it or against 
it; I really don’t think it will impact my adult chil-
dren, grandchildren, my wife or me. My problem 
with it is that these people outside our great state 
think that they can change the law tomorrow or 

the next day by punishing all of us, bullying us 
and holding all of us hostage.

Businesses and entertainers have canceled up-
coming moves or concerts. They haven’t changed 
anything; all they have done is hurt the citizens of 
North Carolina. When has a politician ever said, 
“OMG, what have we done? Can we roll back what 
we have done?”

What I can do is not buy their albums. I can 
boycott their shows. Not use PayPal. I can in a 
small way stand up for our citizens, not our politi-
cians or HB2.

Quit bullying us and holding us hostage!

Sum It Up
Do you think the state legislature will be effec-

tive in its new session starting this week?
Respond to letters@wsjournal.com and put 

“Sum It Up” in the subject header. Only signed 
entries, please — no anonymous ones. Briefer re-
sponses receive preference in print.

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments. To 

participate in The Readers’ Forum, please submit 
letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com. Please 
write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject line 
and include your full name, address and a day-
time telephone number. Or you may mail letters 
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to editing 
and may be published on journalnow.com. Let-
ters are limited to 250 words. Letter writers are al-
lowed one letter every 30 days, but writers may 
respond to “Sum It Up” every week.

If you would like a photo of yourself included 
with your letter, send it to us as a .jpg file.

The Readers’ Forum

Correspondent of the week
DR. MICHAEL SUMMER, Lewisville

Inflated costs
A new patient told me recently he chose 

a very expensive blood thinner over a very 
cheap, older medication because he could not 
afford the testing required for the older medi-
cation. He does not have insurance and had 
to pay cash up front at his former doctor’s of-
fice. He explained, to my dismay, that his pre-
vious physician, part of one of the large local 
systems, charged him $80 for the blood test, 
plus $120 for an “office visit” each time, which 
was several times a month.

For another patient who did have insur-
ance, he would have received a lesser con-
tracted amount, probably about half that 
total. So this patient was actually paying more, 
that day, than he would have received if he did 
have insurance, even after doing extra work to 
send the bill to insurance and then waiting to 
be paid. How is that fair?

Medical costs are inflated when charges are 
controlled by corporate revenue seekers, look-
ing to exploit any opportunity. Drug and in-
surance companies are obvious culprits when 
high medical costs are discussed (that overly 
expensive blood thinner is but one example), 
but I am sad to say that some, perhaps much, 
blame also falls on medical providers.

It does not have to be that way.
For sake of comparison, in my practice the 

same patient would have paid us $15 for the 
test and we would have called him with the 
result. For free.

Berger

Mccrory
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Opinion

Applying Calpurnia’s lesson 
to the 21st century

Here are a couple of sights that are 
becoming so rare they’re worth not-
ing: A man opening a car door for a 

lady. A man opening the door of a house 
or business for a lady and letting her walk 
in first, instead of walking in first himself, 
leaving her to drag behind.

These aren’t little things, 
although I am sure they’ll 
appear chauvinistic to 
some. But these man-
ners, along with others 
that might apply equally 
to both sexes, are steps, if 
done right for all, that can 
mean a lot in a country and 
state increasingly losing 
its grip on civility. We could learn from a 
certain lesson in “To Kill a Mockingbird.” 
More on that in a bit.

Manners have always been a first step 
toward civility, a step that must be fol-
lowed with action. That last clause is im-
portant, for in our South the beauty of 
civility has too often been undergirded 
by the brutality of incivility, an ugly and 
ironic practice we inherited from our 
main mother country, England. Smile in 
their face, baby.

That irony is one of many points the 
Tidewater author William Styron drives 
home in his first novel, the 1951 mas-
terpiece “Lie Down in Darkness.” He set 
right much of what “Gone with the Wind” 
got wrong when it inadvertently showed 
chivalry’s ugly side. Margaret Mitchell’s 
book and the movie was so right on its 
love story that many Southerners didn’t 
get how dead wrong it was on its history.

I’m sure no expert on manners. But I 

do try to apply what my parents, espe-
cially my mother, taught me. My gentle 
mother keeps trying to teach me man-
ners. Early on, she told me about how 
our first president, George Washington 
(a Virginian, she always emphasizes), 

painstakingly taught him-
self manners, copying the 
many lessons down in a 
notebook. It’s worth not-
ing that Washington freed 
most of his slaves in his 
will, a radical step in his 
time.

Thanks to my mother, 
I reflexively put one hand 
in my lap when I sit down 

to eat and always try to keep my mouth 
closed while eating. I cover my mouth 
when I cough. And I always address my 
elders, and often my peers, as “yes sir” 
and “no sir.” I try to listen carefully before 
speaking, a valuable trait in newspaper-
ing, although I often fall far short of the 
mark.

Such manners can at least slow us 
down and make us more considerate of 
others. We should, of course, recognize 
while carrying them out that there is a 
big difference between “gentility” and 
“gentleness,” because the other terrible 
irony about manners, at least in the bad 
old days of the South, is that they were 
meant to be practiced only among peo-
ple who considered each other equal.

While there are plenty of stories about 
Southerners who treated poor whites 
and blacks with manners and followed 
that with action, there’s a lot more history 
about that not happening, from blacks 

being lynched to blacks being relegated 
to the back of the bus. The awful trick of 
the Old South, from plantation owners to 
Jim Crow governors, was courteously de-
fending all kinds of discrimination.

The discrimination pattern contin-
ues in the South, and in our state, to this 
day as our governor and legislature con-
tinued, at least until late last week, to 
stubbornly, and for the most part civilly, 
defend the uncivil House Bill 2, that over-
reaching solution in search of a problem 
that uncivilly discriminates against LGBT 
people, most notoriously by mandating 
what public bathrooms transgender peo-
ple must use.

It’s past time to take manners forward, 
backing them with action.

My bottom line, about manners and 

so much else, draws from The Golden 
Rule: We’re all guests of each other in this 
world, and we should treat each other as 
such and as equals. If a woman doesn’t 
want me to open the door for her, I won’t, 
as much as I want to.

Nelle Harper Lee, the author of the 
Depression-era novel “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird,” knew that Golden Rule well. 
When Scout Finch rebukes and shames 
her poor white dinner guest, Walter Cun-
ningham, for dousing his meal in molas-
ses, wondering what “the sam hill he was 
doing,” the Finch’s black maid, Calpur-
nia, soundly scolds her, telling her he’s 
their company and “if he wants to eat up 
the table cloth, you let him, you hear?”

Who hears that lesson now? We are all 
guests in this world.

Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall said that the Constitution 
must be interpreted in light of the 

moral, political and cultural climate of 
the age of interpretation.

Marshall’s words neatly and accurately 
sum up my interpretation of one of the 
nation’s three public moral documents 
— the others being the Declaration of 
Independence and the Emancipation 
Proclamation.

Taken together, they comprise the 
parameters for the messy, unpredict-
able project known as the American 
experiment.

The Constitution has survived 226 
years and counting because of its elas-
ticity. In other words, it is a living docu-
ment. How can it be anything else?

If it were not, America might still be a 
nation duty-bound by the micro-vision 
of men whose definition of modernity 
differs greatly from our 21st-century 
understanding.

Since the Constitution was initially 
ratified, the nation has experienced a 
metamorphosis in terms of territory, 
technology, population and the econ-
omy, not to mention social mores. Can 
we truly offer, while maintaining intellec-
tual integrity, that the rest of society is in 
a constant state of flux but the Constitu-
tion remains stagnant?

A living document does not mean that 
one carelessly interprets the document in 
such manner that it fits a narrow political 
agenda. Those who embrace strict con-
structionism or originalism must also at 
times stick their toe into the deep waters of 
a living document when their prefabricated 
orthodoxy is confronted by the unyielding 
complexities of the human condition.

How do the words initially ratified in 
1789 and subsequent amendments apply 
in such a way that we maintain the over-
arching goals set forth by the Founders?

Thomas Jefferson (who was not one 
of the signers of the Constitution) advo-
cated that the Constitution be rewritten 
every 19 years. He suggested the failure 
to do so would be to enslave the current 
generation to the viewpoints that may no 
longer apply.

To embrace the notion of a living doc-
ument one must also accept the subver-
sive nature of such beliefs. It may require 
that one endorse the spirit of the docu-
ment more so than the specific issue.

For this reason, I have written in sup-
port of an officer in Nebraska Highway 
Patrol who was fired for being a member 
of the Ku Klux Klan.

While I was not prepared to suggest 
the Klan was misunderstood, it is not an 
illegal association. And somewhere in the 
Constitution it states that one has a right 
to peaceful assembly.

In 2015, I opined that a student caught 
on video for leading a racist chant on 
a school bus should not have been ex-
pelled from the University of Oklahoma. 
It is not unconstitutional to be racist. 
Moreover, that places an agent of the 
state (University of Oklahoma) in the role 
of determining a subjective measure for 
free speech.

Perhaps it was the Reconstruction 
Amendments (13th, 14th and 15th) that 
changed the nature and scope of not only 
the Constitution but of the country. The 
14th Amendment, which is probably the 
most controversial and least understood 

amendment, altered the Constitution in 
immeasurable ways.

The 14th Amendment provided mo-
mentum for women’s suffrage and the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment. It 
was the means by which Jim Crow laws 
were struck down in Brown v. Board of 
Education, while serving as the lens by 
which one could finally see marriage 
equality.

By guaranteeing all citizens due pro-
cess and equal protection, the 14th 
Amendment also diminished some of 
the power embedded in the 10th Amend-
ment, which helps to define the re-
lationship between federal and state 
governments. And in doing so, the Bill of 
Rights became applicable to the states.

The 14th Amendment may very well 
be the amendment that made the Amer-
ica we know today complete. Before the 
14th Amendment, along with the Civil 
War that gave rise to it, the United States 
was a plural noun. After it became singu-
lar. This is the amendment that connects 
equality with liberty as the foundational 
blocks of the American experiment.

After this point, pluralism becomes 
part of the American narrative and the 
destination spot for those yearning to 
breathe free.

Marshall, and to a lesser extent Jeffer-
son, are correct. The Constitution may 
not require that it be rewritten every 19 
years, but we can ill-afford to be enslaved 
by the viewpoints of prior generations.

That is how the Constitution becomes 
barely visible words on display at the Na-
tional Archives.

The Rev. Byron Williams, a writer and the host of the 
“The Public Morality” on WSNC 90.5, lives in Winston-

By Gayle anderSon
Guest columnist

“When I get out of prison, I want 
to be in management,” said 
the inmate with greying hair 

after I helped lead a talk on one of the “7 
Habits of Highly Successful People” at the 
Forsyth Correctional Center, a minimum 
security prison off North Cherry Street.

“Well, you might have to start at an 
entry level job,” I responded, “What 
makes you think you can be a manager?”

“With all due respect, ma’am,” he re-
sponded. “I know how to manage. I man-
aged a very successful drug operation 
under the radar for 12 years before I was 
arrested.”

I had to admit that he had a valid 
point. Still, I knew he was going to have 
a difficult time finding even an entry-
level job. Many former inmates tell sto-
ries of applying for job after job but 
never hearing back because, they be-
lieve, they have to disclose on the em-
ployment application that they have a 
prior conviction.

Some companies don’t ask the ques-
tion about a criminal record until later in 
the process, which gives former inmates 
a chance to show what they can do.

A group spearheaded by All God’s 
Children Ministry Team of Knollwood 

Baptist Church and the 
Shalom Project of Green 
Street United Method-
ist Church is beginning to 
work on a “Ban the Box” 
effort to encourage em-
ployers to take off their 
employment applications 
the box that asks an ap-
plicant about prior con-

victions. Employers still can ask later in 
the interview process and can do back-
ground checks, but it gives an applicant 
with a record a chance to be considered 
before that fact is disclosed.

Our community’s challenge is to 
find a way to help former inmates who 
have served their time become produc-
tive members of their home communi-
ties. And the problem isn’t a small one. 
Nearly 16 percent of North Carolinians 
have a criminal record and could face 
employment discrimination. Last year, 
788 inmates who had convictions were 
returned to Forsyth County. Many have 
skills for entry-level jobs in construction, 
manufacturing or mechanical repair and 
need a job to start a new life.

When faced with closed employment 

doors, many formerly incarcerated in-
dividuals revert to a life of crime out of 
desperation. We either can assist them 
in finding employment and housing and 
becoming tax-paying residents, or we 
can risk them returning to a life of crime 
at a cost of $27,000 annually to incarcer-
ate them. There are organizations work-
ing with current inmates and those who 
have been released — trying to reduce 
the North Carolina’s 3-year recidivism 
rate of 40 percent. Project Reentry runs 
a pre-release and post-release program. 
Forsyth Jail and Prison Ministries offers a 
one-year Transition to Work pre-release 
and post-release program.

The greatest unmet need is for local 
employers to offer employment to people 
coming out of prison. There are financial 
incentives available for employers willing 
to consider hiring formerly incarcerated 
individuals. These include tax credits for 
each person hired and free federal bond-
ing insurance. And there are model poli-
cies and practices that other employers 
can share.

On May 19, the Chamber, the Soci-
ety for Human Resources Management 
and All God’s Children Ministry Team of 
Knollwood Baptist Church are hosting a 
workshop for employers to learn more 

about the opportunities and advantages. 
Business owners and human resources 
professionals are invited to register and 
attend. Call the Chamber for more infor-
mation at 336-728-9200.

I came to the Forsyth Jail and Prison 
Ministries’ Transition to Work class ex-
pecting to see a group of tough, young 
male prisoners who were somehow dif-
ferent from the men I knew on the “out-
side.” I found a group of men, some 
young but many middle-aged, who had 
made some bad decisions but who had 
learned their lessons and were deter-
mined to change. What I couldn’t offer 
them was the certainty that after they 
had finished serving their sentences, 
after they had paid their dues, after they 
had trained for a future job or career, that 
our community would give them a sec-
ond chance.

That is our challenge today. Will we 
offer a second chance? Will we make 
a place for someone who has shown 
that he wants to make a difference and 
give him a chance to succeed? Or will 
we let our prejudices about “criminals” 
stop us from even considering him for 
employment?
Gayle Anderson is the president and CEO of the Greater 
Winston-Salem Chamber of Commerce.

UNIVERSAL PICTURES

Maybe more of us need to learn the manners lessons Scout Finch received.

Helping former inmates start new lives

The importance of a living constitution
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Supreme Court associate Justice Thurgood Marshall in 1967.
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