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That means we have covered and will cover the impact and the science and the causes of sea 
level rise like no other paper in America. You'll find a few examples attached. 
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The problems in Portsmouth

I’ve watched the video of the Oct. 13 
Portsmouth City Council meeting 
(http://bit.ly/1QyqHVg). How can any 
observer not conclude that our city is 
a ship without a rudder?

Under Mayor Kenny Wright’s 
reign, residents’ speaking time at 
meetings was arbitrarily reduced 
from five to three minutes. Allega-
tions that the council abuses its abil-
ity to hold closed work sessions are 
rampant. Council members’ abuse of 
public speakers is routinely tolerated.

Crime is sweeping our city. Resig-
nations and capricious firings of key 
employees have crippled morale and 
efficiency. Transparency is all but 
nonexistent. Illogical spending con-
tinues, despite an enormous munici-
pal debt level.

Residents need to sign the recall 
petition to remove Wright now, before 
Portsmouth is destroyed by incompe-
tence.

Steve Carroll
Portsmouth

Dougherty in the classroom

Re “Hero/longshot Webb alone knew 
contrast of opponents and enemies” 
(Kerry Dougherty column, Oct. 16): 
Dougherty really nails it with this 
column. The difference between “en-
emies” and “opponents” is one that 
we really do not recognize anymore.

This column could serve as the ba-
sis for an excellent lesson plan in ev-
ery senior government class in every 
high school in America.

Congratulations to Dougherty.

Warren J. Winter
Carrollton

Not exactly a bargain

Has the world gone completely cra-
zy? I can’t believe what I have heard 
and read about the reasons why So-
cial Security recipients aren’t getting 
a cost-of-living increase. 

The cost of Medicare is being 
raised 50 percent for many people 
who are already barely making it be-
cause of outrageous prices for medi-
cal expenses, namely insurance, doc-

tors’ bills and prescriptions.
What are the middle class and poor 

people going to do?

Dorothy Freeman
Virginia Beach

Using the death penalty 

Every time there is a mass shooting 
by some crazed person, the media go 
berserk in their coverage of the inci-
dent. They continue to turn it into a 
political issue as well.

There is no federal, state or local 
law on the books today that can pre-
vent a heinous crime, such as mass 
murder. Laws don’t deter crime, ei-
ther.

While it’s being trumpeted that 
we need more stringent gun laws, 
the ones we now have are not being 
properly enforced. This goes for oth-
er laws, such as federal immigra-
tion laws. Our Justice Department 
and the administration of President 
Barack Obama have been remiss.

Certain religious leaders and politi-
cians have been trying to abolish the 
death penalty. If that ever comes to 
pass, it would be a travesty of justice. 

While it is true that the death pen-
alty does not deter crime, it is the fi-
nal solution to heinous crime. When 
the death penalty is carried out prop-
erly, no one is a repeat offender. 

Henry T. Filek
Virginia Beach

The way it works

Re “When death costs more than 
life” (letter, Oct. 14): All psychopaths 
should get the death penalty automat-
ically, with no delays. Psychopaths 
are not normal folks. They have no 
conscience and no remorse, and there 
is no cure for it.

One thing is a fact: The death pen-
alty is certainly milder and more hu-
mane than the carnage that psycho-
paths leave behind.

Carol P. Whitehead
Virginia Beach

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD ABOUT BRIDGE NAME
EARLIER THIS YEAR,  the Virginia Beach City Council instructed the 
Bayfront Advisory Committee to establish a “serious and fair process” for 
voting on a new name for the Lynnhaven Bridge.
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The top three names were to be for-
warded to the City Council, which 
would then choose one name to for-
ward to the state Department of 
Transportation. 

Sadly, this “fair” process did not 
happen. The wishes of a large majori-
ty of residents were ignored.

I am asking readers to call or write 
Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms 
and each City Council member to ask 
them to review the voting data in de-
tail and to recommend to the state 
Transportation Department the new  
name that received the most votes: 
Adm. Jeremiah Denton. This is how 

the voting process in America works.
I have briefed, and have requested 

support from, the state and local vet-
erans’ groups, Gov. Terry McAuliffe, 
and our representatives in the House 
of Delegates to ensure that the coun-
cil forwards the name of the honoree 
who garnered the most votes.

Denton was a true American hero 
who left an indelible mark on all Vir-
ginia Beach residents, our common-
wealth and our treasured American 
history.

Troy M. Curnutte
Chesapeake

WALT TAYLOR FOR THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT

The center
cannot
hold

other views

AS EVERY schoolchild knows, the gravi-
tational pull of the sun helps hold the plan-
ets in their orbits. Gravity from the center 
lends coherence to the whole solar system.

I mention this because that’s how our po-
litical and social systems used to work but no 

longer do. In each sphere of 
life there used to be a few 
big suns radiating convic-
tion and meaning. The oth-
er bodies in orbit were de-
fined by their resistance 
or attraction to that pull.

But now many of the big 
suns in our world today 
lack conviction, while the 
distant factions at the mar-
gins of society are full of 

passionate intensity. Now the gravitation-
al pull is coming from the edges, in sphere 
after sphere. Each central establishment, 
weakened by its own hollowness of mean-
ing, is being ripped apart by the gravita-
tional pull from the fringes.

The same phenomenon can be seen in 
many areas, but it’s easiest to illustrate in 
the sphere of politics, both global and do-
mestic.

In the 1990s, the central political institu-
tions radiated confidence, derived from an 
assumed vision of the post-Cold War world. 
History would be a slow march toward dem-
ocratic capitalism. Nations would be bound 
in peaceful associations like the European 
Union. The United States would oversee a 
basic international order.

This vision was materialistic and individ-
ualistic. Nations should pursue economic 
growth and a decent distribution of wealth. 
If you give individuals access to education 
and opportunity, they will pursue affluence 
and personal happiness. They will grow 
more temperate and “reasonable.”

Since 2000, this vision of the post-Cold 
War world has received blow after blow. 
Some of these blows were self-inflicted. 
Democracy, especially in the United States, 
has grown dysfunctional. Mass stupidity 
and greed led to a financial collapse and 
deprived capitalism of its moral swagger.

But the deeper problem was spiritual. 
Many people around the world rejected 
democratic capitalism’s vision of a secular 
life built around materialism and individu-
al happiness. Some of them sought mean-
ing in the fanaticisms of sect, tribe, nation, 
or some stronger and more brutal ideolo-
gy. In case after case, “reasonableness” 
has been trampled by behavior and creed 
that is stronger, darker and less temperate.

A group of well-educated men blew up 
the World Trade Center. Fanatics flock to 
the Middle East to behead strangers and 
apostates. China’s growing affluence has 
led in many areas to nationalistic belliger-
ence. Iran is still committed to its radical 
eschatology. Russia is led by a cold-eyed 
thug with a semi-theological vision of his 
nation’s destiny. He seeks every chance to 
undermine the world order.

The establishments of the West have not 
responded to these challenges by doubling 
down on their vision, by countering fanati-
cism with gusto. On the contrary, they’ve 
lost faith in their own capacities of under-
standing and action. Sensing a loss of con-
fidence in the center, strong-willed people 
on the edges step forward to take control.

The uncertain Republican establishment 
cannot govern its own marginal members, 
while those on the edge burn with convic-
tion. Jeb Bush looks wan, but Donald Trump 
radiates confidence.

The Democratic establishment no lon-
ger determines party positions; it is pulled 
along by formerly marginal players like 
Bernie Sanders.

But the big loss of central confidence is 
in global governance. The United States is 
no longer willing to occupy the command-
ing heights and oversee global order. In 
region after region, those who are weak in 
strength but strong in conviction are able to 
have their way. Vladimir Putin in Crimea, 
Ukraine and the Middle East. Bashar Assad 
in Syria. The Islamic State in Syria and Iraq. 
Iranian proxy armies in the region.

Republicans blame President Barack 
Obama for hesitant and halting policies, 
but it’s not clear that the foreign policy and 
defense apparatus still believes in its own 
abilities or that the American public has any 
confidence in U.S. effectiveness.

Where is this all heading? Maybe those on 
the fringes of politics really will take over. 
Say hello to President Ted Cruz. Writing in 
The American Interest, Joshua Mitchell of 
Georgetown argues that we are heading to-
ward an “Age of Exhaustion.” Losing con-
fidence in the post-Cold War vision, people 
will be content to play with their private 
gadgets and will lose interest in greater 
striving.

I only have space to add here that the 
primary problem is mental and spiritual. 
Some leader has to be able to digest the 
lessons of the past 15 years and offer a re-
vised charismatic and persuasive sense of 
America’s historic mission. This mission, 
both nationalist and universal, would be less 
individualistic than the gospel of the 1990s 
and more realistic about depravity and the 
way barbarism can spread. It would offer a 
goal more profound than material comfort.

David Brooks is a New York Times columnist.

DAVID
BROOKS

WARMER
WATER
THREATENS
THE BAY

our views

A
T A CERTAIN age, past win-
ters look harder than modern 
ones. The air was colder; snow 
fell deeper; the Chesapeake Bay 

froze more frequently.
As it turns out, that perception isn’t 

the result of our minds revising history. 
Global warming has raised air tempera-
tures, if only slightly so far. And the Bay 
is warmer than it used to be, by a consid-
erable amount.

According to researchers at Maryland’s 
Center for Environmental Science, first 
reported by Timothy Wheeler in The Bal-
timore Sun, the Chesapeake Bay has been 
warming by an average of 1.2 degrees a 
decade for the past 30 years.

Given the delicacy of some bay species, 
that bodes especially ill for the Chesa-
peake’s healthy future.

“If unchecked, scientists say, the trend 
could complicate costly, long-running ef-
forts to restore the ailing estuary, wors-
en fish-suffocating dead zones and alter 
the food web on which the bay’s fish and 
crabs depend,” wrote Wheeler.

The bay is warming faster than the 
air above it, which provides a clue about 
the cause.

Climate change is probably a factor, 
but so is discharge from power plants and 
the runoff from the hard surfaces that go 
with increasing sprawl and development. 
Over the past 40 years, the scientists say 
urban areas in the watershed have more 
than doubled.

A warmer planet provides a baseline 
for higher water temperatures. Power 
plants and industrial plants provide a pre-
dictable outflow of heated water. But it’s 
the stormwater running off all the new 
streets and parking lots (which bake un-
der the sun) that helps create ideal fuel 
for a warmer bay.

Hard surfaces like asphalt pose a par-
ticular problem because the rain  runs off 
it so quickly and into storm drains that it 
doesn’t have time to shed toxins or cool. 
 Then  it flows quickly into the creeks and 
rivers that feed the bay.

Scientists in the past have found warm-
er temperatures in the air and water at 
every station they’ve checked, so the 
findings aren’t a huge surprise. What’s 
different is the University of Maryland 
scientists used satellite data to take the 
temperature of the entire estuary.

“I was surprised that the pattern of in-
creasing water temperature was so clear,” 
said study co-author Andrew Elmore in 
a statement released by the universi-
ty . “If you take any group of five years, 
they are generally warmer than the pre-
vious five years. A consistent warming 
trend happening over a really large por-
tion of the bay.”

All things being equal, a warmer Ches-
apeake means  a bigger dead zone, since 
warm water doesn’t hold dissolved oxy-
gen as well. It can alter the kinds of algae 
in the bay and shift the range of grasses, 
fish and crustaceans.

Couple that with acidification going on 
in the oceans as a result of increasing cap-
ture of the carbon burned by man, and the 
stage is set. Unless the trajectory of air 
and water temperatures changes, the bi-
ome of the bay may look different by the 
time our descendants begin remember-
ing the winters of their youths.

Editorials represent the consensus of the 
editorial board, which is independent of 
the newsroom: Pat Richardson, publisher; 
Donald Luzzatto, editorial page editor; Candy 
Hatcher and Shawn Day, editorial writers.
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THE  ISSUE  The rising temperature of 
the Chesapeake Bay 

WHERE WE STAND  The implications 
are ominous for the estuary and the 
species in it.



REASON TO 
STAND WITH 
THE EPA

our views

V
IRGINIANS PREFER clean air 
to the alternative. After all, dirty 
air fouled our waterways with 
mercury, made the Chesapeake 

Bay’s dead zones worse, and for decades 
caused asthma and lung disease across 
Hampton Roads.

The commonwealth is coping with the 
release of tons of carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere at a time when mankind is 
beginning to understand that greenhouse 
gases are warming the planet and raising 
the seas, imperiling vulnerable commu-
nities like ours.

Nevertheless, when the time came to 
stand up for clean air, then-Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Cuccinelli (who abused his of-
fice by pursuing climate scientists with 
whom he disagreed) sat right down and 
joined a suit to keep the pollution coming.

Thankfully, Mark Herring, his succes-
sor as attorney general, has rejected Cuc-
cinelli’s ways.

Last week, Herring said he will support 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
plan to cut emissions from power plants. 
He announced he would help fight the le-
gal challenge posed by a group of states 
to the EPA’s plan, which calls for reduc-
ing carbon emissions levels by nearly one-
third from the levels registered in 2005. 
The changes would affect hundreds of 
coal- and oil-fired plants.

There are, of course, any number of 
reasons for the people of Hampton Roads, 
specifically, to cheer Herring’s announce-
ment.

Much of those emissions emanate from 
coal-fired power plants to our west. In ad-
dition to releasing carbon dioxide, a potent 
greenhouse gas, those power plants spew 
all kinds of heavy metals and pollutants 
into the air. Much of that stuff falls back 
to Earth as winds carry it east, across 
places like Hampton Roads.

So in addition to preventing the release 
of carbon dioxide that’s contributing to 
higher seas and more frequent flooding 
in Hampton Roads, the new EPA regula-
tions will also cut the amount of sulfur di-
oxide, nitrogen oxides, particulates, mer-
cury, arsenic and lead blowing downwind 
and into our ecosystem.

Herring recognized the special signif-
icance the Clean Power Plan will have 
for Hampton Roads, the last stop before 
those pollutants head over and into the 
Atlantic Ocean.

“Climate change is real, it’s here in Vir-
ginia, and we are clearly dealing with its 
consequences. ... If you say climate change 
is some sort of made-up, global conspir-
acy, come to Hampton Roads,” he said in 
a visit to Norfolk last week, according to 
a report by The Pilot’s Dave Mayfield.

Scientists at the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science have estimated that wa-
ter levels here — already demonstrably 
higher in recent years — may rise by four 
feet or more by the end of the century. 
That prospect adds to the urgency to act.

Unsurprisingly, states that face no such 
threat and are happy to send their pollu-
tion downwind are opposing the Clean 
Power Plan. Some of those same states 
oppose clean-up of the Chesapeake Bay, 
too, happy to send their water pollution 
downriver for someone else to deal with.

That’s why the EPA exists. That’s why 
the Clean Power Plan exists — so states 
long content to export their pollution are 
finally required to take responsibility for 
it. That’s the right thing to do.

THE ISSUE   State attorney general 
backs plan to cut emissions.

WHERE WE STAND  The Clean Power 
Plan will reduce the amount of toxins 
blowing downwind and into our eco-
system.

Editorials represent the consensus of the 
editorial board, which is independent of the 
newsroom: Pat Richardson, publisher; Donald 
Luzzatto, editorial page editor and Candy 
Hatcher, editorial writer.

ON OCT. 24, the owners of units at Oceans II Condominiums in Virginia 
Beach heard a presentation from representatives of an organization called 
Hillier Ignite, which wants to build a “fitness park for adults” on the public 
beach in front of our property, at 40th Street and the Oceanfront.

your views

The representatives had already 
been working closely with certain 
City Council members and had come 
for our feedback on the plan. The fit-
ness park was an idea developed af-
ter Luke Hillier visited a hotel on the 
beach in Santa Monica, Calif., a few 
years ago. We were told that hotels 
in that area “love” the park; that it 
would be a gift to our city, valued at 
$150,000; and that S.B. Ballard, a con-
struction company, would donate time 
and labor. We also were told that the 
organization that raised millions of 
dollars for the Grommet Island Park 
on the beach would raise funds to sup-
port the ongoing maintenance for the 
fitness park.

While most of us condo owners be-
live the concept is a good one, we 
were united in our opposition to put-
ting the park and its metal equipment 
anywhere near our 42-unit residential 
building, which has 70 feet of beach 
frontage. In addition to the encroach-
ment on our view, there are no public 
parking areas or restrooms nearby, 
other than a few metered spots; this 
portion of the beach is used by the 
public for weddings, fitness events 
and school camps, etc.

We asked why they could not put 

the park in front of a hotel (since the 
hotel owners in California “love it”). 
We were told that they wanted to 
“bookend” the site with the park at 
Grommet Island and that it would be 
used mostly by North End residents 
who arrive on foot or by bike.

We have been told that Bruce 
Thompson’s company will be build-
ing two new hotel towers on the 
Oceanfront, a block and a half away. 
This news, coupled with the pro-
posed changes to the Boardwalk at 
42nd Street, would allow the patrons 
at those hotels to have a great view 
of the park and only a short walk to 
this proposed fitness park. (The Vir-
ginia Gentlemen Foundation, the 
group pledging to raise funds for the 
park’s maintenance, were inspired to 
build Grommet Island Park by Bruce 
Thompson’s son.)

The City Council was briefed about 
this “gift” on Nov. 3. City Manager 
Jim Spore and council members re-
acted with glee. That is not the reac-
tion we have had, as we are being sold 
out again, for the benefit of a few.

Martha J. Thereault
Virginia Beach

NO PLACE FOR A ‘FITNESS PARK’

Re “City aided developer in Cavalier 
bid process” (front page, Nov. 8): This 
story, which says that Beach officials 
gave Bruce Thompson specific infor-
mation about incentives, shows that 
cronyism is alive and well.

City officials admit that they did 
not give this information to any of 
the other developers who were inter-
ested in the project, using the ridicu-
lous logic that those others didn’t ask. 
Apparently, officials felt they had no 
legal, moral or ethical obligation to 
make this information available to 
all potential bidders so that the city’s 
taxpayers would get the best bang for 
their buck.

This kind of thing should make us 
think twice about light rail in Vir-
ginia Beach, since that’s yet another 
project that developers say would be 
wonderful for the city. I guess we will 
have to wait until after the fact, just 
like we did on the Cavalier project.

Thomas A. Vitanza
Virginia Beach

Cronyism wins again

Re “Learning to code at an early age” 
(Scott Taylor column, Nov. 1): I agree 
with Taylor that children should be 
exposed to computer coding when 
they are young. This is happening 
now at local public libraries. Chil-
dren as young as three are learning 
to code through playful activities in 
free classes offered at the Virginia 
Beach Public Library.

Preschool Code Club, for ages 
three to five, and Kids Jr. Code Club, 
classes for kids in grades K to sec-
ond, fill quickly and have wait lists. 
Children and teens can learn and 
practice coding using 3-D printers 
and 3-D pens, experiment with Ozo-
bots (tiny robots) and code their own 

Learn to code at Beach library

worlds to play in Minecraft. The li-
brary also is creating tinker tables 
with hands-on technology “toys” that 
enable children to program robotics, 
design structures and explore impor-
tant 21st century learning skills.

I also agree with Taylor that teach-
ing children basic coding is not 
daunting. The Virginia Beach Pub-
lic Library and others are doing this 
very successfully.

What is daunting, however, is find-
ing the money to meet the demand 
for these programs.
Eva D. Poole
Director of Libraries
Virginia Beach Public Library
Virginia Beach

I’m writing to thank the very honest 
person in the Dominion Tower park-
ing garage in Norfolk on Saturday 
who picked up my cell phone.

I had left it on the back of my 
mom’s car, and the person who 
picked it up put it up on the wind-
shield so she would see it.

Thank you for being so helpful. I 
promise that if I have the chance to 
do someone a favor, like you did, I 
will.

Sean Kerrigan
Virginia Beach

Thanks for saving my cell phone

What comes 
next in 
Richmond

other views

WITH THE ELECTION over comes the 
task of governing. At the top of the list 
when the General Assembly convenes in 
January is the passage of the biennial bud-
get; that work is already well under way.

The legislature will begin its 60-day 
session on the second Wednesday in Janu-
ary; the session is scheduled for Jan. 13 to 
March 12. Starting next Monday, though, 
legislators can prefile bills.

This allows the legisla-
ture to get to work as soon 
as the session convenes. 
The prefiling period be-
gins 60 days before even-
numbered year sessions 
and 180 days before odd-
numbered year sessions.

On Dec. 17, the gover-
nor will present his bud-
get to a meeting of the 
Joint Money Committees 

— Senate Finance and House Appropria-
tions. A governor in Virginia gets to pres-
ent only one full budget. Ours is a quirky 
system — alone in the nation with a sin-
gle, 4-year gubernatorial term, the gov-
ernor inherits the budget introduced by 
his predecessor and similarly handicaps 
his own successor. Attempts to change the 
budget cycle always fail in the black hole 
known as the House of Delegates.

So there’s a lot going on right now, much 
of it outside of the view of most voters. One 
place where citizens can be heard, though, 
is in each municipality’s legislative agen-
da. All have one, although some are easier 
to locate than others. The one endorsed by 
the city councils in Norfolk and Virginia 
Beach were the easiest to find.

A legislative agenda provides, in writ-
ing, priorities that the locality deems im-
portant.

Sometimes, it’s just a restatement of 
a previous position. For example, both 
Norfolk and Virginia Beach restate their 
positions opposing uranium mining and 
endorsing Medicaid expansion. I particu-
larly like the way Virginia Beach present-
ed these: the document includes resolu-
tions adopted by the City Council.

The documents also give a sense of the 
shared priorities of the region as well a 
window into the concerns of localities 
across the commonwealth.

Both Virginia Beach and Norfolk ask 
for a change to the Hampton Roads Trans-
portation Accountability Commission that 
would allow the attendance of a designee 
to the meetings should the mayor or chair 
be unable to attend.

Both mention public education funding, 
although Virginia Beach seems to be re-
signed to what appears to be a permanent 
decrease in funding for K-12. Norfolk’s 
request that local governments’ author-
ity be preserved — in the areas of busi-
ness regulation, local business taxation, 
and red-light camera programs — is rep-
resentative of similar concerns statewide.

The agendas are, in most cases, pretty 
close to being in final form. That doesn’t, 
however, preclude citizen participation.

Norfolk’s agenda is still in draft. The 
council will vote on the final package at 
its Dec. 8 meeting. The public is encour-
aged to review the agenda and comment. 
Opinions will be accepted through 5 p.m. 
Dec. 7. Visit http://www.norfolk.gov/Nor-
folkPriorities for more information.

If you live in any of the other localities 
in Hampton Roads, check with the city 
manager’s office. Nearly all of them have 
an intergovermental relations department 
that puts together the legislative agenda.

What our local governments pursue 
on our behalf is always important. Mak-
ing sure the legislative agenda reflects 
our priorities is just another one of our 
civic duties.

Vivian J. Paige writes about local politics and 
other topics at blog.vivianpaige.com. Email: 
columns@vivianpaige.com.

VIVIAN
J. PAIGE
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U.S. SHOULD 
LEAD ON
CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Big Pharma 
could lose 
the war on 
disease

our views other views

I
N THE HISTORY of the world, the 
United States has done more to cause 
the release of greenhouse gases than 
any nation-state.
We have burned more fossil fuels, driv-

en more automobiles, run more factories 
and raised more livestock.

But that’s not why America should lead 
the fight on climate change.

It’s made us the most prosperous, most 
mobile, and most well-fed nation in the 
history of the world.

That’s not the reason, either. 
Our prosperity had consequences. 

Those greenhouse gases are now trapping 
the constant heat from the sun, warming 
the air, land — and importantly — the wa-
ter of the planet.

Scientists say the consequences will 
be devastating.

The seas will rise and change. Flora and 
fauna will shift. Droughts and storms will 
grow in severity.

And that’s still not the reason Ameri-
ca should lead the battle against global 
warming.

The United States should captain a glob-
al effort because that’s what America 
does. And because mitigating the conse-
quences of global warming will require 
the birth of industries — as powerful as 
oil and electricity and computers — that 
need America’s leadership and know-how.

That’s why America’s place is in Paris 
this month, at the United Nations confer-
ence on climate change.

The pertinent problem is the warmer 
temperatures created when the heat of the 
sun is trapped by an earthly greenhouse 
made stronger by mankind.

Even now, temperatures across Amer-
ica are so uniformly higher than histor-
ic norms that they barely merit mention: 
“The October contiguous U.S. average 
temperature was 57.4 (degrees Fahren-
heit), 3.3°F above the 20th century aver-
age,” reported the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. “This was 
the fourth warmest October on record 
and warmest since 1963.”

NOAA comes in for plenty of criticism 
from the global-warming-denial crowd, 
which accuses its scientists of being in 
the business for the glamour and pres-
tige and riches.

But if anything, NOAA scientists may 
be underestimating the severity of 2015, 
their colleagues at NASA say:

“According to newly released NASA 
data,” Climate Central reported last 
month, “October was not only the warm-
est October on record, but had the big-
gest temperature difference of any month 
in the 135 years of NASA’s archive. The 
month was more than a full degree Cel-
sius (nearly 2°F) above the average for the 
1951-1980 base period that NASA uses — 
an unprecedented feat in all those years 
of data.”

What will it take to change that trajec-
tory? Undoubtedly, it will include indus-
tries designed to safely generate power 
from sun and wind and tides and atoms.

Figuring that out will make some peo-
ple quite wealthy, will spawn industries 
built around transporting and storing that 
power, and will reward those who find a 
way to reduce the consequences of the 
greenhouse gases we’ve already emitted.

“In the last 2 years,” according to 
NOAA, “the United States experienced 
25 climate- and weather-related disasters 
that claimed 1,141 lives and each exceeded 
$1 billion ($175 billion total) in damages.”

Some of that expensive weather is the 
usual stuff: Hurricanes, nor’easters, tor-
nadoes. But some of it is more ominous, 
including the historic drought in the West 
and flooding in places that don’t ordinar-
ily flood.

The world has just begun a meeting in 
Paris to decide the next moves in dealing 
with climate change. It’s more important 
than ever that America take the first step.

THE PLANNED MERGER of pharma-
ceutical giant Pfizer with competitor 
Allergan, aimed in large part at cutting 
the combined company’s tax bill, illus-
trates a troubling trend in the industry: 
Firms are focused more on pursuing 

near-term profits than 
on the difficult, longer-
term research needed to 
develop groundbreaking 
new drugs. This is unfor-
tunate, because disease 
is making a comeback.

Consider the acceler-
ating spread of multi-
drug-resistant bacteri-
al infections. There are 
now more than two mil-
lion cases each year in 

the United States alone. Last month, sci-
entists announced that they had found 
evidence, in farm animals in China, that 
genes for antibiotic resistance are being 
transferred directly among different 
bacteria — a trick known as horizontal 
gene transfer that will allow the resis-
tance to spread more quickly.

The pharmaceutical industry’s re-
shaping doesn’t bode well for humanity’s 
ability to respond. Almost all antibiotics 
in use today were discovered between 
1940 and 1960. Research progress since 
then has been almost nil. A few syn-
thetic drugs such as the fluoroquino-
lones were discovered in the 1960s, but 
these haven’t led to many other break-
throughs. To draw a parallel from the 
field of electronics, it’s as if progress 
had more or less stopped following the 
1947 invention of the transistor.

Biologist Kim Lewis of Northeastern 
University, who has studied antibiotic 
development, sees the primary prob-
lem as the lack of any method for find-
ing promising compounds. All the amaz-
ing progress a half century ago came 
when U.S. biochemist Selman Waksman 
developed a technique to systematical-
ly screen soil bacteria. This is how he 
discovered streptomycin, the first treat-
ment for tuberculosis. After turning up 
other valuable drugs such as tetracy-
cline, erythromycin and vancomycin, 
the technique eventually petered out. 
We still have nothing to replace it.

Another problem is that bacteria are 
just hard to attack. It has taken them mil-
lennia of evolution to figure out ways to 
exploit one another’s weaknesses. Com-
pounds we invent ourselves typically 
fail even to get inside bacteria, which 
use multiple barrier membranes to keep 
most chemicals out. The cell interior has 
sophisticated pumps to get rid of what-
ever does get through. Effective attacks 
can require doses a thousand times larg-
er than for drugs acting against non-bac-
terial cells — doses that often have tox-
ic effects on people. When we stumble 
upon something that does work, bacte-
ria quickly develop resistance.

That said, the situation isn’t hope-
less. A concerted scientific effort would 
almost certainly yield some break-
throughs, if the pharmaceutical indus-
try played a major role.

There are new leads. Earlier this year, 
Lewis and his colleagues discovered 
an antibiotic called teixobactin that, in 
mice at least, killed a host of pathogens 
including the deadly bacterium MRSA 
(methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus). Even better, the bacteria didn’t 
show any signs of developing resistance. 
The researchers used a novel device — 
an “iChip” — to support the development 
of bacterial strains that do not take well 
to Petri dishes. The technique expands 
by about 50 times the number of bacte-
rial species that biologists can grow and 
study in the lab. Given that most of our 
great ideas about antibiotics have come 
from bacteria, the method may promise 
other important discoveries.

To keep pace with deadly bacteria, we 
must explore these and other leads vig-
orously and with a genuine commitment. 
Last year, President Barack Obama is-
sued an executive order establishing a 
strategic program to develop new anti-
biotics, and recognizing the challenge as 
a “national security priority.” Following 
through will require long-term vision 
and cooperation from government, aca-
demia and industry — that is, movement 
in a direction very different than what 
the Pfizer-Allergan merger indicates.

The world’s bacteria are sharing their 
best weapons, spreading new genes for 
antibiotic resistance, effectively coop-
erating against humans on a massive 
scale. We’re not yet mounting a suffi-
ciently symmetrical response.

Mark Buchanan, a physicist and Bloomberg 
View columnist, is the author of the book 
“Forecast: What Physics, Meteorology and 
the Natural Sciences Can Teach Us About 
Economics.”

I’M SURPRISED that so many Americans are backing Donald Trump as the 
Republican nominee for president of the United States. 
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Recently, at a rally in which a mem-
ber of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment began protesting, Trump called 
to members of the security team, 
“Get him the hell outta here.” Others 
at the rally kicked and punched the 
protester to the floor. In at least one 
speech later, Trump defended the at-
tack, saying, “Maybe he should have 
been roughed up!”

Last week, Trump mocked and crit-

icized a reporter who has a physical 
disability. The reporter had contra-
dicted Trump’s statement that thou-
sands of Muslims in New Jersey 
cheered when the World Trade Center 
fell on Sept. 11, 2001.

Trump’s behavior does not belong 
in American politics.

Ronald Kledzik
Norfolk

THE ISSUE  The United Nations 
conference on climate change

WHERE WE STAND  Reducing the 
effects of global warming will require 
work from all nations and leadership 
from America.

MARK
BUCHANAN

TRUMP’S POOR BEHAVIOR

Re “In drawing districts, tit-for-tat 
not prudent” (editorial, Nov. 29): What 
difference does it make how the dis-
tricts are drawn when our represen-
tatives do not go by the boundaries? I 
have been trying to contact my con-
gressman since the districts were last 
drawn, but he does not recognize me 
as a constituent.

According to a web page that helps 
people locate their congressional rep-
resentatives, my address is in Bobby’s 
Scott’s district. However, I’m sup-
posed to be in Scott Rigell’s district. 
Someone in Rigell’s office told me that 
they go by that web page, not by the 
boundaries on the district maps.

Norma Swan
Norfolk

Who will claim this voter?

Re “McAuliffe: Time to grow econ-
omy with new budget” (Hampton 
Roads, Dec. 1): This short story in-
forms me that the wonderful Old Do-
minion just ended fiscal 2015 with 
the largest budget surplus in the com-
monwealth’s history — $549.6 million.

Now, note the word “common-
wealth” — doesn’t that term seem to 
indicate that all of those unspent tax-
payer dollars should be returned to 
us? How many of my fellow Virgin-
ians will agree? Will any career poli-
ticians suggest returning our money? 
Or are we so used to thinking of the 
money politicians spend as their mon-
ey, forgetting completely that they 
work for us, and it’s our money?

Chuck Moebus
Virginia Beach

Give our money back

Re “McAuliffe: Time to grow econ-
omy with new budget” (Hampton 
Roads, Dec. 1): Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
says that Virginia’s $550 million sur-
plus allows him to increase spending 
in his upcoming budget.

How about us taxpayers? We gave 
the state that surplus. Give us a break 
and cut taxes.

Dale Jones
Virginia Beach

Virginia has too much

The lack of decent public transporta-
tion is keeping Hampton Roads from 
reaching its full potential. Instead of 
working on banning Uber from the 
airport, how about local officials and 
airport staff members work on run-
ning The Tide between the airport, 
Old Dominion University and the 
Navy base?

When a sailor flies into the Nor-
folk airport, his or her only way to get 
anywhere is by taxi. This is truly ex-
pensive. Norfolk needs to do some-
thing about it. Virginia Beach should 
be working to expand The Tide to the 
Oceanfront and to Oceana Naval Air 
Station instead of to Town Center.

Folks need to look at Washington, 
D.C., and other cities with water and 
crowded highways. They’ve solved 
some of their problems with light rail. 
So should we.

Burt Laskin
Suffolk

Light rail to get around

Last month’s election, when so many 
incumbents were re-elected through-
out Virginia, was not good for prog-
ress. The problems with our roads 
and bridges will continue.

If the Republicans had raised the 
gas tax years ago, the people who use 
the roads the most would have paid 
for the needed improvements. The tax 
should be paid by the user, not at the 
wholesale level. When gas drops be-
low $2 a gallon, a 10-cent surcharge 
per gallon should be added. The sur-
charge should be removed when the 
price goes back up.

We need the money for roads, and 
since the price of gas has dropped 
so much, most people would not miss 
that small amount.

James Bishop
Virginia Beach

A small charge for change

As a former cab driver, I’m glad that 
Uber and Lyft are not allowed to oper-
ate at the airport.

They are greedy companies de-
stroying small taxi companies. They 
make money at the expense of driv-
ers who work for them and the estab-
lished taxi companies.

Stanley Biel
Norfolk

Ride-sharing companies’ greed
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$120 MILLION
BET ON 
NORFOLK’S 
FUTURE

Judging 
a bribe is 
hard if it’s 
unsuccessful

our views other views

I
T WAS happenstance that the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment announced a series of big-buck 
grants to help American communities 

cope with climate change the day after 
federal weather-keepers determined that 
2015 was the warmest year on record.

But it also was perfectly fitting.
At a ceremony at the Grandy Village 

Learning Center in Norfolk, HUD Secre-
tary Julian Castro announced that Virgin-
ia had received $120,549,000 to be used in 
Norfolk. The money came as a result of 
the National Disaster Resilience Compe-
tition, a $1 billion contest to help commu-
nities recover from disaster and adapt to 
climate change.

Norfolk and the rest of Hampton Roads 
are among the most vulnerable places in 
 the world to the rising seas that will ac-
company a warming planet caused by 
burning fossil fuels.

In Norfolk, the federal money will be 
used for a series of measures to deal with 
rising seas in the Ohio Creek watershed, 
including improving the marshes in Ches-
terfield Heights; building infrastructure 
there to accommodate floodwater, includ-
ing swales and underground storage; con-
structing berms to hold back the Eliza-
beth River and a living shoreline; and 
raising Westminster Avenue and Kim-
ball Terrace.

Several million will be spent to estab-
lish a “coastal resilience accelerator” to 
spur new businesses devoted to dealing 
with rising seas in Hampton Roads and 
elsewhere.

The urgency for adaptation here has 
been clear for decades. The waters at 
Sewells Point have been rising by an av-
erage of 4.6 millimeters — 0.181 inches 
— each year since records began in 1927. 
That historic trajectory would lead to seas 
1.5 feet higher in a century.

But it will be worse. As the planet 
warms faster, seas rise more rapidly.

It’s warming because CO2 and other 
greenhouse gases trap the heat of the 
sun. Though U.S. emissions have been 
falling, they haven’t fallen fast enough 
to compensate for decades of inaction, 
or for increased fossil fuel consumption 
in the developing world.

Scientists from the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science have said seas could rise 
twice as fast as predicted: 1.5 feet within 
50 years. If global warming doesn’t abate, 
and perhaps even if it does, seas could 
climb even higher.

Seas  4 feet or more above current lev-
els would be devastating to low-lying 
neighborhoods across the region (includ-
ing Chesterfield Heights), to local infra-
structure, to the Hampton Roads econo-
my and to the military’s ability to prepare 
and train.

The cost to adapt to that rising water, to 
accommodate it and to retreat from the tide 
will cost billions in Hampton Roads alone. 
That’s without considering the more ex-
treme weather and storms that scientists 
say will accompany warmer temperatures.

On the day before the HUD announce-
ment — and while a major winter storm 
bears down on the Northeast — both NASA 
and the National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration revealed that 2015 was 
the warmest year on record, by the big-
gest margin on record.

Scientists said the unprecedented warm-
ing in 2015 is partially attributable to a 
strong El Niño. But planetary warming 
caused by greenhouse gas emissions is 
the larger cause.

“The whole system is warming up, re-
lentlessly,” Gerald A. Meehl, a scientist 
at the National Center for Atmospheric 
Research in Boulder, Colo., told The New 
York Times.

If that’s the case — and more than a cen-
tury of science argues that it is — then the 
$120 million grant announced Thursday 
represents only a down payment on the 
reckoning yet to come.

WHO PUT THE QUID in the quid pro quo? 
The Supreme Court said Friday that it would 
consider a version of this question in the ap-
peal of Bob McDonnell, the convicted for-
mer governor of Virginia.

To be specific, the court will decide 
whether the federal crime 
of bribing an official re-
quires that the official ac-
tually do something specif-
ic in return for the bribe, 
or whether it’s enough for 
the official to do his usual 
job while generally hoping 
to influence policy in favor 
of the person who gave the 
bribe. The issue has major 
significance for all pub-
lic officials — and for the 

private actors who hope to influence them, 
whether legally or illegally.

Jonnie Williams Sr., the chief executive 
of Star Scientific, a dietary supplement 
company, hoped to get public universities 
in Virginia to test a tobacco-based anti-in-
flammatory product called Anatabloc. Wil-
liams testified that, in pursuit of that goal, 
he gave McDonnell and his wife, Maureen, 
more than $175,000 worth of gifts, includ-
ing a Rolex watch.

The catch is that the universities never 
tested Anatabloc. Nor did the prosecution 
prove that McDonnell took specific official 
actions to direct state authorities to give 
Williams what he was seeking.

The relevant law, known as the Hobbs 
Act, has been interpreted by the Supreme 
Court to require the prosecution to prove 
only “that a public official has obtained a 
payment to which he was not entitled, know-
ing that the payment was made in return 
for official acts.” The federal trial court 
accordingly charged the jury in McDon-
nell’s case that to convict, it must find that 
McDonnell took the gifts “knowing that 
the thing of value was given in return for 
official action.”

That leaves the all-important question of 
what counts as an official action. The lower 
court said that that could include anything 
that was part of the normal and customary 
practices of the governor, including public 
statements. It said the governor didn’t have 
to have final say or authority over the result 
sought by the bribe payer. It further ruled 
that “official action can include actions tak-
en in furtherance of longer-term goals.”

McDonnell’s attorneys say that this broad 
definition of official action would apply to 
almost anything positive McDonnell might 
have said about Williams, his company or 
its product.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th 
Circuit upheld the conviction. It ruled that 
it was enough for McDonnell to act in the 
normal and customary manner of the gov-
ernor’s job while seeking to influence pol-
icy in a general way in favor of Williams. It 
said that “the term ‘official act’ covers only 
‘decision[s] or action[s] on any question … 
which may by law be brought before any 
public official.’” And it said “that an ‘offi-
cial act’ may pertain to matters outside of 
the bribe recipient’s control.”

The Supreme Court took the case to de-
cide two questions. The first is whether this 
broad interpretation went too far, beyond 
“exercising actual governmental power.” 
The second question is whether it would be 
constitutional for Congress to criminalize 
the act of accepting a gift and then attempt-
ing to exercise influence outside the scope 
of the government employee’s authority.

The second question seems easy to me: 
Why shouldn’t Congress be able to make 
sure that government employees are pur-
er than Caesar’s wife? In public, officials 
should have no independent free-speech 
rights in the exercise of their jobs that would 
extend to pumping someone’s products.

The first question is much harder. Can 
there really be a quid pro quo if the gov-
ernment employee not only doesn’t deliver 
results but also never took steps within his 
official duties to bring about such results?

McDonnell set up meetings for Williams’ 
company. But did that go beyond the gener-
al sort of favor that government actors do 
for private donors and corporations all the 
time, without being criminally charged?

The question is especially important be-
cause, in the United States, campaign do-
nations by individuals and corporations 
are often made precisely to ensure future 
goodwill of this sort. 

McDonnell’s case looks especially bad be-
cause the gifts were made directly to him 
and his wife, not via a campaign.

McDonnell isn’t a sympathetic petition-
er. But at least four justices understand the 
stakes in his conviction. If it’s upheld, elect-
ed officials will have to be much more care-
ful about how they operate with friends and 
donors. That might be a good thing, but it 
would mean a major change from business 
as usual. A conservative Supreme Court 
that has expanded the role of money in poli-
tics may not want to see that change occur.

Noah Feldman, a Bloomberg View columnist, is a 
professor of constitutional and international law 
at Harvard.

THE JAN. 13 POWERBALL lottery jackpot had reached $1.6 billion after 
weeks with no big winner. The organization that runs the lottery has been 
taking money from hundreds of thousands of poor and middle-class ticket 
buyers and paying out to just a few big winners. That is disgraceful.
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Many of the ticket-buyers are just 
buying hope. People just want to win 
enough money to change their lives. 
They’re not trying to become billion-
aires. Wouldn’t $20 million be a big 
enough jackpot? Then we could have a 
big winner each week, allowing more 
people to have a chance at the top 
prize. Why does the jackpot need to 
be 100 times that amount?

Why haven’t any of our elected 
leaders expressed concern about or 
opposition to these huge lotteries? 
The Powerball organization is work-
ing with many states to carry out this 
absurd, unreasonable scheme of sys-

tematically extracting the most mon-
ey possible from people who really 
can’t afford it. That is unreasonable. 
Fair-minded people have to speak up 
and get this corrected.

We need our representatives in gov-
ernment to step up, take charge and 
establish a fair and reasonable distri-
bution of the proceeds to winners in 
the big jackpot lotteries. We can’t al-
low the income the states gain from 
ticket sales to be the main criteria in 
setting the rules.

Bob Lincoln
Virginia Beach

NOAH
FELDMANSMALLER JACKPOTS, MORE WINNERS

Re “Attempts to expand voting rights 
are shot down” (General Assembly, 
Jan. 20): Why are our state legislators 
working so feverishly to restrict ac-
cess to the polls? Why do those in the 
state Capitol feel so compelled to ele-
vate our state government to such lev-
els that fewer and fewer taxpaying 
citizens have access to state govern-
ment?

I’m confused. Someone please ex-
plain this to me in small, simple 
words. My state legislators tell me I’m 
not intelligent enough to be trusted on 
my own at the polls.

Jeremy Johnson
Virginia Beach

Hold his hand

Last year, Gov. Terry McAuliffe and 
members of the Virginia General As-
sembly took bold, bipartisan action 
and helped make the trafficking of 
persons for commercial sexual activ-
ity a felony. This represented a giant 
step forward in the fight against hu-
man trafficking in Virginia.

But this action alone does not ad-
dress the impact on the lives of the 
victims. Polaris, an organization lead-
ing in the global fight against human 
trafficking, has concluded that “while 
criminal statutes have been enacted 
across the United States, there is still 
a significant absence of laws to assist 
and protect victims of human traf-
ficking.” This is a profound problem 
in Virginia, which had the fifth-high-
est number of calls to the National 
Human Trafficking Resource Center 
in 2015.

Last year, the American Associa-
tion of University Women of Virginia 
delivered a petition to McAuliffe and 
lawmakers urging them to pass addi-
tional laws to help survivors of human 
trafficking.

Readers can help us this year by 
urging their state legislators to help 
survivors of human trafficking. Let’s 
move ahead on this issue.

Mary Pat Liggio
Public Policy Chair
American Association of University Women
Virginia Beach

Ending human trafficking

The First Amendment right to free-
dom of the press is arguably the most 
important legal instrument we have 
to prevent government overreach and 
abuse. Lawmakers respect and fear 
disclosure by the media more than 
any ethics rules or freedom of infor-
mation laws, both of which have been 
treated as mere annoyances by some 
officials.

This fear of the media is clearly 
shown by the actions of Senate Major-
ity Leader Tommy Norment and his 
petulant action of banning reporters 
from the Senate floor.

While members of the media still 
can follow the action from the bal-
cony, the keys to good reporting are 
the relationships developed over time 
among experienced journalists, law-
makers and their staff members. 
The political stage is theater, but the 
script is written in private. And that is 
when reliable sources and other con-
tacts are invaluable for keeping the 
people informed about what their gov-
ernment is doing.

By banning journalists from the 
floor of the Senate, direct and time-
ly access to lawmakers for comment 
and background information becomes 
much more difficult.

Of course that is the strategy, as ev-
idenced by Norment’s favorite line: 
“No comment.”

Lennart Rothman
Norfolk

Norment closing the doors

Re “A four-legged partner’s life and 
sacrifice honored” (front page, Jan. 
20): I am a lifelong animal lover, but 
the photograph of the ceremony for 
slain police dog Kijger is troubling 
for me. 

Though his death is tragic, I think 
it was inappropriate that the Ameri-
can flag was draped over his casket.
That honor should be accorded only 
to the military. The city flag or state 
flag would be more suitable for such 
an event.

Rich Hill
Portsmouth

Choose a different flag
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THE ISSUE A significant federal assist 
to help Norfolk combat rising seas

WHERE WE STAND The grant 
will bring long-needed protections 
for property near the Ohio Creek 
watershed and the Elizabeth River.
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A
LL -TIME RECORDS aren’t 
supposed to be re-written ev-
ery month. Nevertheless, it has 
become disturbingly common-

place for the world to set new marks for 
planetary temperature, part of the in-
exorable rise in Earth’s ability to trap 
the sun’s heat.

Even in the dispassionate language of 
scientists, the National Centers for En-
vironmental Information at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion must be running out of ways to de-
scribe exactly how each warmer month 
falls into a line of warmer months:

“The December 2015 globally-aver-
aged temperature across land and ocean 
surfaces was 1.11°C (2.00°F) above the 
20th century average of 12.2°C (54.0°F), 
the highest for any month since records 
began in 1880, surpassing the previous 
all-time record set two months ago in 
October by 0.12°C (0.21°F).”

January, however, was something else 
again, according to scientists at NASA, 
who measure global temperatures dif-
ferently from their colleagues at NOAA.

Not only was January the warmest 
January ever recorded on planet Earth, 
NASA scientists said, the deviation of 
2.03 degrees from normal was the big-
gest on record. NOAA’s scientists, by 
contrast, concluded that the January 
deviation (which they measured at 1.87 
degrees) was only history’s second larg-
est, after December’s.

What is quite clear, despite that mi-
nor divergence, is that the world’s fore-
most climate scientists have concluded 
that the planet, as a whole, has grown 
warmer by a lot.

January may have seen colder than 
normal temperatures in parts of Ameri-
ca, Europe and Asia, but that could only 
partially compensate for “off our chart” 
warming in the Arctic, said NOAA’s Jes-
sica Blunden. Parts of Siberia and north-
ern North America were 9 degrees — or 
more — warmer than normal. Arctic ice 
was at record lows.

The wild temperature deviations are 
no doubt helped along by a strong but 
finally weakening El Nino. But it’s also 
becoming difficult to discount or ignore 
the consequences of global warming.

Obdurate climate-change denialists 
aside, it’s difficult to find any serious 
scientist who doubts that manmade glob-
al warming has the potential to affect 
the world’s long-term climate trends, 
as well as our conditions close to home.

A century of rising waters every-
where in Hampton Roads has real and 
documented consequences: From piers 
and roads that have to be raised to func-
tion, to streets and neighborhoods in-
undated with blue sky tides, to sinking 
islands and disappearing wetlands, to 
neighbors who can’t get insurance or 
sell their houses.

The trajectory of the rising seas at 
Sewells Point and elsewhere in Hampton 
Roads has so far been relatively modest, 
little more than a foot since the 1920s. 
If that pace hadn’t changed, it would 
have given Hampton Roads some time 
to adapt. But it has changed.

Seas are rising faster, a function of 
sinking land and higher waters caused 
by warmer oceans and changing cur-
rents. If that continues, and scientists ex-
pect it will substantially accelerate, what 
was 1.5 feet in 100 years may be three 
times that much in the next 100 years.

That will make the consequences al-
ready being felt in Hampton Roads ar-
rive more quickly and with greater 
force.

The meandering response in Rich-
mond — where lawmakers can’t bring 
themselves to say “climate change” — 
will seem like negligence. And it’ll make 
months like January 2016, when NOAA 
and NASA couldn’t agree on wheth-
er it was the second biggest deviation 
from normal or the biggest, seem like 
a missed warning.

IN THE VIRGINIA Chamber’s Blueprint 
Virginia business plan for the common-
wealth, we called for a balanced, sustain-
able energy policy that supports economic 
development and job growth while meet-
ing the growing needs of our population 

and business community.
Demand for natural gas 

as a fuel for power gener-
ation is expected to triple 
over the next 20 years in 
Virginia and North Car-
olina. The Atlantic Coast 
Pipeline would help meet 
that demand by connect-
ing us with the abundant 
supply of natural gas in 
West Virginia. It makes 
good business sense, and 

it will help Virginia comply with the EPA’s 
Clean Power Plan.

The CPP’s framework identifies natural 
gas as a key “building block” that makes 
up the “best system for reducing carbon 
pollution.” The commonwealth will contin-
ue to generate about a third of our power 
from nuclear for the foreseeable future.

Despite the Obama administration’s 
continued assault on coal power, it con-
tinues to make up a substantial portion of 
our energy supply. Dominion and others 
are making significant investments in so-
lar and wind power generation.

But it would not be wise for us to dis-
regard the historic boom in natural gas 
that’s taking place right now in the Unit-
ed States and not adapt to the abundance 
of this clean, affordable energy source.

Residents and leaders in Hampton 
Roads support the construction of the 
Atlantic Coast Pipeline because it will 
bring a ready supply of energy to a region 
that has reached the capacity of its cur-
rent natural gas infrastructure.

Energy-intensive manufacturers weigh 
many factors when deciding where to lo-
cate, including the presence of a skilled 
workforce, regulatory climate, taxes, and 
transportation infrastructure.

Before getting to those categories, how-
ever, they start by looking at where they 
can have access to the fuel to run their 
business. Regions that don’t have that ac-
cess won’t be considered.

The Atlantic Coast Pipeline project 
will support the transition of Virginia’s 
fuel mix from coal-fired power stations 
to natural gas plants with half of the car-
bon emissions.

The ACP project will implement best-
in-class control measures for reducing 
fugitive emissions of methane.

The Interstate Natural Gas Association 
of America says the natural gas transmis-
sion industry has reduced the number of 
pipeline leaks by 94 percent in the past 30 
years and prevented 122 million metric 
tons of carbon dioxide-equivalent emis-
sions as a result of pipeline integrity and 
maintenance programs and continued in-
vestment in new pipeline facilities.

The shift to natural gas is critical for 
the development of solar and wind gen-
eration, which only works at this point in 
conjunction with a flexible fuel that can 
be quickly turned on when the wind isn’t 
blowing and the sun isn’t shining.

The Sierra Club’s own staff attorney 
Casey Roberts acknowledged as much ear-
lier this year, saying, “The grid is moving 
toward resources that are more flexible. 
Natural gas plants can be turned off and 
on more quickly… having more demand-
response on the grid is really helpful for 
integrating more wind and solar.”

State and federal policymakers over-
whelmingly agree that the use of natu-
ral gas is essential to lowering carbon 
emissions and meeting the federal Clean 
Power Plan.

Not only will the Atlantic Coast Pipe-
line help meet the growing demand for 
low-emissions natural gas, it will also 
support the development of renewable 
energy by providing the fuel needed for 
backup generation.

Barry DuVal is president and chief executive 
of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce. Email: 
BDuval@vachamber.com

IF LIGHT RAIL is extended to Town Center, that area of Virginia Beach will 
see a significant increase in the number of visitors. Before moving forward 
with this plan, city officials need to address a bigger issue: security.

f.y.i . Letters and bLetters   

We welcome letters on public issues. They must include the author’s 
name, address and daytime phone number. Limit: one letter per writer 
every 30 days. Submissions may be edited or condensed; shorter 
letters get preference. You can also read, and respond to, published 
letters online at our blog: www.bletters.com. 

By mail
Letters to the editor
P.O. Box 449, Norfolk, VA 
23501-0449

By fax  (757) 446-2051

By email  letters@
pilotonline.com

your views

Too many vehicles in the city-
owned parking garages are being 
vandalized and broken into. My son 
and daughter-in-law live in the Town 
Center area and use the parking ga-
rages every day. In the past year, 
their vehicles have been vandalized 
three times. Each time, windows were 
smashed and items were taken from 
the cars.

The city needs to increase security 
in the garages. Should the protection 
and security of city residents’ proper-
ty in these garages be less important 
than extending light rail? Does the 
cost of adequate security in the area 
factor into the cost of the project?

David Doxey
Virginia Beach

THE ISSUE Scientists report that 
December and January averaged the 
highest temperatures on Earth since 
records began.

WHERE WE STAND Hampton Roads 
and Virginia must make adaptation to 
rising seas a top priority.
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SPEND ON PUBLIC SAFETY, NOT LIGHT RAIL

Re “One light-rail referendum is 
enough; it’s time for Virginia Beach 
council to lead” (Roger Chesley col-
umn, Feb. 16): The 2012 referendum 
clearly was not a mandate to con-
struct light rail.

On Nov. 2, 2012 (days before the 
balloting), The Pilot’s Voter Guide 
shared the thoughts of mayoral can-
didates, including Will Sessoms, who 
said, “The referendum should be 
passed; this would allow us to do a 
thorough evaluation of the issue, get 
public input and find out if federal 
and state money is available to pay for 
light rail.”

As part of an FAQ on the 2012 ques-
tion, the city’s website says, “This ref-
erendum allows voters to provide City 
Council with their current level of in-
terest in pursuing light rail as an up-
date to the 1999 light rail referendum. 
If the referendum passes: A detailed 
study would continue and the City 
Council would decide whether to ap-
prove construction and where the line 
should run. Construction would still 
depend on federal approval and fund-
ing. If the referendum fails: The City 
Council would decide how to proceed. 
The result of the referendum is not le-
gally binding on the City Council.”

These are all clear indications that 
the referendum was anything but 
clear. Let’s try it again, with clari-
ty: “Virginia Beach light rail: Yes or 
No?”

Neal Jefferis
Virginia Beach

A simple question

Re “State wants to know: Is Beach 
ready for Tide?” (front page, Feb. 17): 
This is, indeed, the question of the 
day.

I find it interesting that the state 
transportation board is applying a 
full-court press to the city. It is time 
to listen to the residents.

First, the referendum of 2012 was 
purposely written to confuse the pub-
lic. I recognized it then, and it has be-
come more clear since. The refer-
endum was sold as a step needed to 
continue to study the feasibility of 
light rail. The mayor and certain City 
Council members have taken it as a 
carte blanche approval to do whatev-
er they see fit.

Light rail will do nothing to ease 
traffic congestion. Its financial feasi-
bility is laughable. Had the question 
been simpler — vote light rail up or 
down — it would have been defeated. 
Thus, the referendum was written to 
deceive.

Keep asking on light rail

If the same vote were taken today, 
it would fail. It is hard to find anyone 
in town who thinks light rail is a good 
idea. While state Secretary of Trans-
portation Aubrey Layne thinks that 
another referendum would indicate 
that the city isn’t serious about light 
rail, I would interpret it as the may-
or and the City Council attempting to 
represent Beach residents.

Light rail should not move forward 
without an honest “up” or “down” 
vote.

James Dullea
Virginia Beach

I am a conservative Republican. The 
last Democrat who got my vote for 
president was John F. Kennedy.

If, in 2016, I had to choose between 
Cruz, Trump or Clinton, Clinton 
would get my vote.

Jim Woodard
Virginia Beach

A ballot decision

As primary day approaches, I would 
like to ask my neighbors to weigh 
carefully the leadership qualities of 
our slate of presidential candidates 
against all that is at stake: the White 
House, Congress and the Supreme 
Court. Our world is unsettled and is 
ever changing. The trajectory of our 
nation depends on the choices we are 
about to make.

Consider the candidates’ records, 
whether in the business world or in 
government. Think through how the 
past may reflect the future. Did that 
candidate treat all people fairly in 
making decisions and support good 
legislation, or create new jobs and de-
velop a local economy in some way?

I am looking for a leader who thinks 
rather than reacts, who projects a vi-
sion to reconcile the inequalities of 
our American culture and who can 
build relationships within Washing-
ton, D.C., throughout the country and 
around the world to keep America 
safe and strong.

Which one of these candidates mea-
sures up for you? Which one do you 
think will work the hardest to do 
what needs to be done for our coun-
try? None of them is perfect, to be 
sure, but I think a couple shine more 
brightly than others.

Good luck to us all at this crucial 
time of discernment.

Stephen Cook
Norfolk

Choose with care

Editorials represent the consensus of the 
editorial board, which is independent of the 
newsroom: Pat Richardson, publisher; Donald 
Luzzatto, editorial page editor; and Candy 
Hatcher and Brian Colligan, editorial writers.

more columns online
George Will: Executive overreach meets 
resistance.

Vivek Wadhwa: Apple’s battle with the 
federal government likely to be a privacy 
setback.

Joseph E. Uscinski: Why people believe 
conspiracy theories in Antonin Scalia’s death.

hamptonroads.com/pilot/opinion



RISING SEAS 
SHOULD JOLT 
POLITICIANS

Scalia’s
suprising
legacy on 
marriage

our views other views

A
NYONE HOPING for a reprieve 
from the relentlessly bad news 
about rising seas will have to 
look someplace other than re-

cent scientific literature.
In the past month, multiple studies 

have confirmed the worst: Seas have 
been rising faster than at any time in 
three millennia, and they’ll rise even 
faster over the next century.

The property of more than 4 million 
Americans could be at risk if sea levels 
rise by less than a meter. But that num-
ber, the scientists say, may be way too 
optimistic because planners have un-
derestimated both the trajectory of ris-
ing waters and the population increase 
in coastal communities.

One study, in Nature Climate Change, 
estimates that if sea levels continue to 
rise faster, and people continue moving 
toward the coast, the number affected by 
rising water could be above 13 million.

If seas rise by 6 feet or more over the 
next century, more than 100,000 people 
in each of 30 counties would be affect-
ed. The costs to relocate all those folks 
would be measured in the trillions of 
dollars.

“These results suggest that the ab-
sence of protective measures could lead 
to U.S. population movements of a mag-
nitude similar to the twentieth century 
Great Migration of southern African-
Americans,” wrote the scientists, based 
at the University of Georgia and  Stet-
son University.

In the Great Migration between 1910 
and 1970, more than 6 million African 
Americans fled the white supremacist 
policies of the South and headed toward 
the large cities above the Mason-Dixon 
line, a phenomenon that changed the de-
mographics and fortunes of the nation.

If rising seas were to prompt such a 
huge migration, it could change the face 
of America.

Places like Miami and New Orleans 
would be decimated and transformed. 
Florida faces the greatest risk from sea 
level rise, according to the study, though 
Virginia’s vulnerability is substantial, 
and largely confined to Hampton Roads.

That report came less than a month 
after two other studies, published in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences, concluded that seas are ris-
ing at the fastest rate in 3,000 years and 
that the rate will continue to increase.

The rising seas, caused mostly by hu-
mans burning fossil fuels, are responsi-
ble for the increasingly routine blue-sky 
flooding in places like Norfolk.

“I think we need a new way to think 
about most coastal flooding,” Benjamin 
H. Strauss, the primary author of one of 
the studies, told The New York Times. 
“It’s not the tide. It’s not the wind. It’s 
us. That’s true for most of the coastal 
floods we now experience.”

One of the studies suggested that sea 
levels will rise by 3 or 4 feet by 2100, 
confirming earlier estimates, includ-
ing by the Virginia Institute of Ma-
rine Science.

The weight of the science on sea-level 
rise has never been clearer, in vulnera-
ble communities and in Hampton Roads.

Municipal officials understand that. 
The planners who have to consider ris-
ing seas know that. The insurers who 
have retreated from the water’s edge 
know that. People who live on the wa-
ter or have to navigate our inundated 
streets know that.

The question remains: How long will 
it take politicians and policymakers to 
act as if they know that, too?

MUCH HAS BEEN written about Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin Scalia since his sud-
den death last month, some of it praising 
him and some highly critical. Yet, nowhere 
has Scalia been praised for the role he 
played in creating a constitutional right for 

gays and lesbians to marry.
Crediting the notorious-

ly gay-unfriendly Scalia 
for nationwide marriage 
equality may seem prepos-
terous. If this sounds like 
hogwash or, to use Scalia-
speak, “argle-bargle,” hear 
me out. It all has to do with 
“animus” and how Scalia 
became the very embodi-
ment of that term.

Until 20 years ago, the 
Supreme Court was a deeply inhospitable 
place for gay rights advocates. Gays were 
simply assumed to fall outside the Consti-
tution’s protections. After all, the Supreme 
Court had determined that noncitizen gay 
people could be banned from entering the 
country or deported as being “afflicted” 
with a “psychopathic personality.” And, as 
recently as the mid-1980s, the court deter-
mined that states were free to criminal-
ize private, consensual, same-sex intimate 
conduct without violating the Constitution.

In 1996, the fate of gay rights cases began 
to change. In Romer v. Evans, a six-mem-
ber majority struck down Colorado’s voter-
enacted Amendment 2 as a violation of the 
Constitution’s Equal Protection Clause. The 
initiative repealed gay, lesbian and bisexual 
anti-discrimination protections and prohib-
ited such protections in the future absent a 
statewide referendum.

In his powerful majority opinion in 
Romer, Justice Anthony Kennedy explained 
that gays and lesbians could not be singled 
out for disfavored treatment without some 
appropriate justification. Given its reach 
and breadth, Kennedy could find no legal 
basis for Amendment 2 other than animus 
— or hostility — toward gays and lesbians. 
And animus toward homosexuals was not 
a constitutionally acceptable justification.

Enter Scalia, who unwittingly became a 
force leading to the expansion of gay rights 
that culminated in June with nationwide 
marriage equality.

Scalia’s dissent was so angry and acerbic 
that he exemplified the very animus that 
led the court’s moderate conservatives — 
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor and Kenne-
dy — to join the court’s liberals in striking 
down Colorado’s law.

While Scalia had ample grounds to crit-
icize Kennedy’s opinion based on its argu-
ably novel approach to constitutional law, 
Scalia went much further. He asserted that 
Coloradans could deprive their gay and les-
bian neighbors of protection from discrim-
ination for any reason whatsoever, includ-
ing their dislike of the group. He belittled 
those in committed same-sex relationships 
as “long-time roommate(s),” and likened gay 
people to murderers and animal abusers.

Scalia’s words oozed animus toward 
gays and thus nudged Kennedy toward 
becoming the justice who has furthered 
gay and lesbian constitutional rights more 
than anyone in the court’s history. Kenne-
dy has authored every major pro-gay de-
cision since Romer.

By the time he penned his next gay-rights 
decision in 2003, Lawrence v. Texas, Ken-
nedy was even bolder. He determined that 
laws criminalizing private, consensual, 
same-sex conduct “demeaned homosexual 
persons” and violated the “liberty” protec-
tions conferred by the Constitution’s Due 
Process Clause. In the majority opinion, 
Kennedy expressly overruled the prior Su-
preme Court decision that upheld such laws.

In his usual caustic tone, Scalia accused 
Kennedy of embracing “the homosexual 
agenda” and warned that Kennedy’s ap-
proach would inevitably lead to gays and 
lesbians having the right to marry. Yet, it 
was Scalia’s vitriol that helped place Ken-
nedy on the path to becoming the court’s 
champion of gay and lesbian rights.

Scalia continued to raise the boogeyman 
of same-sex marriage in other cases. When 
the court struck down part of the Defense 
of Marriage Act and determined that fed-
eral marriage benefits had to be given to 
legally married same-sex couples in 2013, 
Scalia went so far as to rewrite Kennedy’s 
majority opinion to show how it would ulti-
mately lead to nationwide same-sex mar-
riage. In essence, Scalia was making the 
case for marriage equality at the same time 
he was condemning it.

Would there be nationwide marriage 
equality had Scalia been more restrained 
in his opposition? Possibly. A majority of 
Americans favored such a result by the 
time the Supreme Court ruled last year. 
On the other hand, had Kennedy not been 
pushed toward championing the constitu-
tional rights of gays and lesbians by Sca-
lia’s animus, marriage equality may well 
have taken longer to arrive.

Lawrence C. Levine is a law professor at the 
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law. 
He wrote this for The Sacramento Bee.

RE “WE NEED A GRADING SCALE that measures learning” and “Don’t 
ignore students’ accountability in grades” (Aaron Spence and Victoria 
Manning Sunday Forum columns, March 21): These pieces outlined two very 
different grading assessment philosophies for Virginia Beach middle and high 
schools. 

f.y.i . Letters and bLetters   

We welcome letters on public issues. They must include the author’s 
name, address and daytime phone number. Limit: one letter per writer 
every 30 days. Submissions may be edited or condensed; shorter 
letters get preference. You can also read, and respond to, published 
letters online at our blog: www.bletters.com. 

By mail
Letters to the editor
P.O. Box 449, Norfolk, VA 
23501-0449

By fax  (757) 446-2051

By email  letters@
pilotonline.com

your views

One essentially advocated only for 
the measurement of the knowledge a 
student has learned, while the other 
advocated for student accountability 
in addition to mastery of the academ-
ic subject. 

As a recently retired manager with 
a 46-year career in human resources, 
I am clearly on the side of including 
student accountability.

Employers will repeatedly tell you 
that they seek applicants who show 
up for work, are punctual, can work 
as a team and remain drug-free. They 
are begging high schools and col-
leges to ensure that graduates have 
these “soft skills.” In fact, employ-
ers will explain that knowledge of 
the academic subject is secondary to 
soft skills, since knowledge learned 
in high school and college fades over 
time and is replaced by employer-
taught knowledge and skills.

Unfortunately, school divisions 
across the country have been forced 
to engage a “pass the test at any cost” 
mode of thinking. Their entire focus 

is “teaching to the test” because that 
is how the divisions are held account-
able.

Advocates for student accountabil-
ity believe that students need to learn 
that failure to take responsibility for 
their work must have consequences, 
since this is the way the real world of 
work sees it.

Aaron Spence, superintendent of 
Virginia Beach schools, argues that 
“low grades and zeros do not moti-
vate students to learn; they discour-
age it, especially for students who 
are struggling.” Parent Victoria Man-
ning counters that “mastering materi-
al is important, but teaching life skills 
such as accountability is even more 
important.”

Since the main purpose of educa-
tion is to prepare students for the 
adult world, employers are clearly on 
Manning’s side of this issue.

Robert N. Holt
Franklin

THE ISSUE  New studies show seas are 
rising faster.

WHERE WE STAND  Ignoring the 
evidence puts coastal areas in peril.
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EMPLOYERS WANT STUDENT ACCOUNTABILITY

Re “We need a grading scale that 
measures learning” and “Don’t ignore 
students’ accountability ingrades” 
(Aaron Spence and Victoria Manning 
Sunday Forum columns, March 21): 
Spence wants the city’s middle and 
high schools grading systems to be 
changed to an unproven standards-
based grading system.

Division officials are rushing to im-
plement SBG without doing adequate 
research on the issue. The Fair and 
Equitable Grading Practices Com-
mittee was created to make recom-
mendations. Fifteen of the panel’s 33 
members are school administrators 
or principals. Their recommendation 
in favor of SBG was no surprise.

No definitive research says that 
SBG works to improve student 
achievement in normal classrooms. 
If school officials believe this system 
works, they need to cite specific re-
search that proves it.

The committee has not consulted 
other school divisions that have imple-
mented SBG. True, unfiltered feed-
back from participants in pilot pro-
grams in the Beach’s school division 
has not been gathered.

No one has asked teachers about 
what works in their classrooms. 
Teachers should be given a confiden-
tial survey about the grading systems 
so they have a chance to voice their 
opinions and concerns. They should 
be treated like professionals.

Spence says that “vocal parents” 
like myself hosted a forum on the is-
sue. We did so to educate the com-
munity before decisions affecting 
our children are made. Our survey 
on grading practices had more than 
700 responses, with 30 percent from 
teachers. We submitted grading sys-
tem recommendations to the commit-
tee and to the School Board based on 
these surveys. Have these recommen-

Choose grading system carefully dations been discussed?
I implore the members of the Vir-

ginia Beach School Board to do their 
own due diligence instead of rely-
ing on incomplete analysis from com-
mittee members who were chosen by 
school administrators. While we can 
certainly improve our schools’ grad-
ing system, we don’t need to fix what 
is not broken.

Lisa Bailey
Virginia Beach

Re “Who started ‘borking’?” (letter, 
March 21): The writer of this letter 
needs to review the facts regarding 
the nomination of Judge Robert Bork.

Bork was given a hearing by the Ju-
diciary Committee and a full debate 
in the Senate. Then the senators vot-
ed: 58 against his nomination and 42 
in favor.

This is nothing like the Senate’s ac-
tions on the nomination of the high-
ly qualified and most worthy Judge 
Merrick Garland. The Republican-
controlled Senate is not even meet-
ing with Garland, let alone meeting 
its constitutional duty to “advise and 
consent” on such nominations. 

The Senate did its job for Bork, 
who was President Ronald Reagan’s 
nominee; it also should do its job for 
President Barack Obama’s nominee. 
Shame on the senators if they do not.

Patty Bates
Virginia Beach

Bork v. Garland?
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