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body cameras even before our police force became one of the first in the nation to 

adopt the technology as standard issue for patrol officers more than two years ago. 

 

We advocated for the technology and supported the private and public funds raised to 

buy the first cameras. 

 

We saw body-worn cameras as a practical and objective way to help heal a long-

festering rift between police and the community, especially poor and minority 

neighborhoods. 

 

In fact, the technology had been pitched by city and police leaders to taxpayers as a 

tool to build trust and accountability. 

 

But once the cameras were deployed, the footage was sealed from public viewing and 

treated as part of each officer’s confidential personnel record. 

That meant police video, as a rule, was viewable only by police. 

 

We believe that’s shortsighted and counterproductive, serving to erode trust and 

confidence in police rather than enhance it. 

 

We have written more often and more aggressively about this issue than any paper in 

our state. 

 

We contend state and local leaders need to amend their laws and policy to make public 

access the rule rather than the exception. 

 

Our editorial voice appears to be making a difference. 

 

On Monday, May 9, the Greensboro City Council will consider the first public release 

of footage of a fatal police shooting.’ 

 

The council also is considering three proposed new police video policies that would 

allow greater public access. 

 

The state legislature also is considering new statewide bills involving the release of 

police footage. 

 

As we see it, the footage should be presumed to be a public record with reasonable 

protections and exceptions regarding ongoing investigations and privacy. 
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letters to the editor
Bicycling does affect
the quality of trails

It’s hardly being an “open
space purist” (editorial, “Open
space or park?” Dec. 2) to be
concerned about the effects
of mountain biking on the
environment.

The Reedy Fork trail is an
excellent example: Bikes have
significantly compacted the trail
and widened it by skirting roots
and the edges of muddy areas,
an effect foot traffic does not
have.

In some places, soil ero-
sion has required that board-
walks and stone paving be put
in place, which increases storm
water runoff and sedimentation.
Roots of trees have been ex-
posed, and some have been cut
and removed, as they become
tripping hazards, adversely af-
fecting the health of nearby
trees.

Regarding interactions be-
tween bicyclists and hikers,
anyone walking on the trail has
to be on constant lookout for
cyclists, who can come up on a
hiker pretty fast, often without
warning.

This really takes away from
the relaxation that is supposed
to be one of the benefits of being
out in nature.

Finally, these adverse effects
of mountain biking on the condi-
tion of trails, water quality and
the health of plants require a
greater degree of maintenance
and expense of infrastructure
than a trail that is used for foot
traffic only.

Decision makers should
take this information into
consideration.

Lyn McCoy
Greensboro

time to say: No more
When does it stop?
Who will stand up and say:

Enough!
The blood is on the hands of

many in the GOP, and most in
the NRA. It is time for this coun-

try to stand up and rid ourselves
of these groups that allow this to
take place, month after month.

It is time to tackle those who
continue to allow unlimited
gun purchases without proper
checks.

Phil Silver
Greensboro

our divided politics
threaten our future

We have experienced at least
16 years of divisive politics. It
is time to bring people together
to create the positive of a united
nation.

For me, it is sad to see that
the two most popular potential
presidential candidates, Hill-
ary Clinton and Donald Trump,
are also the most divisive. In my
opinion, the most important vet-
ting of candidates is their ability
to bring us together into a posi-
tive future.

President Reagan was able to
do it, so it can be done.

It is time to remove the cen-
sorship of political correctness
and invite a diverse nation to
openly express itself, whether
we agree with the message or
not. PC is a failed experiment.
We are a hypersensitive popu-
lation and as a nation we are
further apart since President
Clinton “imposed” political cor-
rectness upon us.

The News & Record can help

with more positive editori-
als and less promotion of our
division.

What is good for America is
good for all of us. We are on
the cusp and, unless we find a
Washington, Lincoln or Roos-
evelt (either), we are destined
to sink further into the divisive
abyss.

Michael Lopez
Summerfield

i don’t always agree,
but writers are useful

I’ve been reading your col-
umnists for at least half again
as long as Keivin Smith (let-
ter, “Columnists are the worst
ever,” Dec. 6) and I find the cur-
rent variety very instructive.

Some of them give me high
blood pressure — perhaps, or
not, the same ones he deplores
— so I don’t always read them
on low-energy days. But I do
read them regularly.

If I want my beliefs reaf-
firmed, I go to church. I read the
paper to be informed, educated
and even challenged.

And I think I need to know
what other opinions and infor-
mation are motivating the peo-
ple around me.

As for David Colin’s wish for
a different selection of candi-
dates (letter, “No more Roo-
sevelts,” also on Dec. 6), I
recommend that he search out
that potential paragon, convince
him or her to run, and then
throw his full energy into elect-
ing the person he’s chosen.

But unless people of good in-
tent, of which I assume he is
one, sometimes hold our noses
and vote for the lesser of the
evils, we are likely to end up
with whomever screams the
loudest and throws out the most
red meat to the non-thinkers —
not something to look forward
to!

At this season, whatever you
may call it, “Peace to men of
good will.”

Harriet Mattes
High Point
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Pressing fast forward

Mayor Nancy Vaughan has
seen enough to know we’re see-
ing too little.

So she’s prodding city staff and
police to find a way to make more
police body camera footage avail-
able to the public. Sooner rather
than later.

Adding fuel to her request is
an unexpected ally: a local of-
ficers group that also favors
greater transparency. “We are in
support of working with the chief
of police on a plan to legally re-
lease the body camera footage, in
order to show the public the good
work our officers do on a regular
basis,” the Greensboro Police Of-
ficers Association has said in a
statement on its website.

The statement came in Novem-
ber as a response to an Oct. 25
article in The New York Times
that revealed disproportionate
police stops of black motorists in
Greensboro. While taking issue
with some aspects of the Times
report, the group also expressed
a desire to prove that Greens-
boro officers have nothing to hide
about their interactions with the
public.

Good for them. Building com-
munity trust was the major rea-
son the cameras were deployed
in the first place. Treating the
footage like a state secret does
precisely the opposite.

In light of the officers’ state-
ment, the mayor suggested a
series of discussions among
the Officers Association, Chief
Wayne Scott and City Attorney
Tom Carruthers. “I thought this
would be a good opportunity to
work together,” Vaughan told the
News & Record.

Where this will lead isn’t clear.
So far the city has considered

the footage a confidential person-
nel record, citing state law. But
the city also has asked for leg-
islation that changes the law to
make footage of “interaction with
a police officer” available to the
person involved and his or her
attorney.

Unfortunately, a General As-
sembly that passed reams of leg-
islation last summer failed to act
on the bill. Lawmakers chose
instead to form a committee to
study police cameras. City lead-
ers shouldn’t be content to wait.

Carruthers says the city might
be able to take local steps to
make the video more accessible,
even without a change to state
law. That could be possible, par-
ticularly with the support of of-
ficers, who already have the
authority to release footage in
individual cases, as does the City
Council.

The mayor’s sense of urgency
is hardly misplaced. In Chicago,
an officer killed a black 17-year-
old who was walking away, shoot-
ing him 16 times in a span of
seconds — in 2014. Police video
of the incident was withheld from
the public for 13 months and re-
leased only after a judge’s order.
God forbid such a thing ever hap-
pening here. Or anywhere else.

As more and more agencies
say they’ll add the cameras —
most recently, the Guilford and
Forsyth County sheriff’s of-
fices — concerns about access
and control of the footage will
only grow. Footage that remains
shielded from public view will
only erode public confidence.
Greensboro can’t afford that. No
city can.

The mayor is right to want to
press the fast-forward button.

n The support of Greensboro officers could jump-start at-
tempts to make police video more open to the public.

The afternoon sun burst
through stained-glass win-
dows in explosions of color
as the choir led a rousing
singing of “Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot.”

“We wanted to give him
a good send-off,” a choir
member said later.

So they did. Christian fu-
nerals are celebrations of
life and resurrection, and a
life lived well should be re-
membered with joy.

Lyndon Key’s was such
a life. He had a wonderful
family and enough friends
to fill the sanctuary at First
Scots Presbyterian Church
in Charleston, S.C. He sang
in its choir. He loved Tar
Heel football and basket-
ball, water-skiing at Lake
Hickory, fishing in Canada,
roller-blading and play-
ing with his grandchildren.
His curriculum vitae noted
that he once won a college
pizza-eating contest.

The c.v. was notable for
much more than that. Lyn-
don, my wife’s cousin, was
a brilliant physician and
medical researcher. Dr.

Francis S. Collins, director
of the National Institutes of
Health, sent condolences.

Lyndon was chairman
of pediatrics and a dis-
tinguished professor at
the Medical University
of South Carolina. He au-
thored dozens of articles
for medical journals and
won many awards. He had
a fellowship at Harvard
and was beloved by col-
leagues and young patients
for his sense of humor and
gentle smile.

Which made it incred-
ibly sad that Alzheimer’s
disease forced his early re-

tirement several years ago,
gradually robbed him of
his cognitive functions and
finally took his life. He was
only 63.

This cruel affliction
would make anyone an-
gry or distraught. Believ-
ers might question their
faith in God. How could
this happen to such a gifted
man? Why was he struck
down at such a young age?
There are no answers.

Yet, one only has to look
around the venerable city
of Charleston to appreciate
the struggles and pain oth-
ers have endured. Head-
stones and grave markers
at First Scots provide re-
minders of long-ago trage-
dies — infants and children
lost to disease, young
women to childbirth, young
men to wars. Congrega-
tions, then as now, gath-
ered to say farewell and
praise God. About a mile
away, at a church called
Mother Emanuel, nine
people were murdered in
June by a man they had
welcomed inside to pray

— and survivors of the vic-
tims offered forgiveness.
The amazing generosity of
their response must stun
people who know nothing
of God’s grace, let alone al-
low this grace to rule their
hearts. It’s more aston-
ishing to realize that the
Mother Emanuel congre-
gation survived the degra-
dations of slavery and Jim
Crow, while the man who
came in to slaughter pro-
fessed the poisonous creed
of white supremacy. To
love in the face of evil is
the highest achievement of
the human spirit. What is
the source of such magnifi-
cent strength?

Lyndon, as his obitu-
ary testified, was a devout
Christian who “prioritized
his life to praise God, care
for his family, and work
as a pediatrician.” Those
priorities not only gave
meaning to his life but
made possible the quality
of life he built. They were
reflected in the love of his
wife of 42 years — herself
an accomplished physician

who once worked for the
Guilford County Depart-
ment of Public Health —
and daughters who, in their
grief, still managed to help
the rest of us get through
this time of loss.

My wife belongs to a
close family. She, Lyndon,
their siblings and many
cousins who descend from
Abernethys of Hickory
have a reunion every year
and see each other at wed-
dings, funerals and other
occasions. Remarkably,
they all live in North and
South Carolina. They’re
also, as a rule, faithful to
their Christian upbringing.

This, and the mutual
support they provide each
other, ease life’s troubles
when they inevitably fall
heavily upon us.

This family’s elders are
two aunts — both healthy
and wise in their 80s, the
keepers of memories.
There are many young
adults — more spread
out geographically — and
small children and babies
on the way.

Lyndon was the second-
oldest of the cousins and
the first to die, yet no one
expected his generation to
lose anyone so soon.

I was beginning to let
sorrow weigh me down
during the funeral Satur-
day, despite the encour-
aging words of Scripture,
especially John 14:1-6 and
the 23rd Psalm, which
speak of home and safety.
But “Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot” lifted me. Power-
ful baritone voices in the
choir set the tone. The con-
gregation followed with
enthusiasm. The sanctuary
glowed with sunlight. Ev-
ery stanza ends with “Com-
ing for to carry me home.”

This spiritual was born
of suffering but expresses
the hope of salvation. It
was a favorite of Lyndon’s;
he sang it to his daughters
when they were small. He
believed it. He was waiting
for its promise, and he was
not left behind.

Contact Doug Clark at doug.clark@
greensboro.com at (336) 373-7039.

Funeral was a celebration of life of a remarkable man

Protect our flytraps
From an editorial in the Wilm-

ington Star-News:
The good news behind the re-

cent arrests of suspected plant
poachers in Brunswick County
is that prosecutors and officers
are taking the Venus’ flytrap
seriously.

The tiny flytrap is the closest
thing nature has come up with
to match the Audrey II of “Little
Shop of Horrors.” It doesn’t de-
vour Broadway actors, but its
modified leaf lobes will snap shut
on tiny bugs that land on them,
slowly devouring them.

Although it can be cultivated
elsewhere, for some reason, fly-
traps grow in nature only within
a 60-mile radius of Wilmington.
Even here, they’re becoming
scarce as the bogs they prefer
are steadily being turned into
farm fields and subdivisions.

Like the long leaf pine, fly-
traps rely on periodic woods fires
to grow. If there’s no burning,
shrubs will spring up and crowd
out the tiny plants. These days,

humans are interfering with
these natural fire cycles.

Then there’s poaching. Some
estimates claim that as few as
35,000 flytraps are left in the
wild. Which is why reports that
1,000 or more flytraps were sto-
len off Orton Plantation not long
ago are so alarming.

Flytraps have been protected
by state law since the 1950s, but
until last year, the top penalty
was a $50 fine. Not surprisingly,
the few poachers brought into
court often turned out to be re-
peat offenders.

Credit goes to state Rep. Ted
Davis of New Hanover County,
who pushed a bill through the
General Assembly to make fly-
trap poaching a Class H felony.
That means offenders, if con-
victed, can get up to 25 months in
state prison.

In time, enough arrests and
enough convictions should
spread the word that the new
risks in flytrap poaching aren’t
worth the rewards.
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letters to the editor
snow policy treats
teachers unfairly

I am a new resident of
Greensboro, locating here to be
closer to my daughter and her
family. She is a teacher in Guil-
ford County. With 6 inches of
snow packed under ice on Fri-
day, Jan. 22, she was certainly
not planning on a “scheduled
teacher workday” that day. Her
principal sent out the following:

“SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED
TOMORROW. Do not report to
work, due to the weather.”

I was shocked when she in-
formed me of policy in regard to
the Jan. 22 snow day. The teach-
ers were informed they were to
either “make up” their lost time
or take a sick or annual leave
day for that day.

Forcing teachers to work on
days when roads are not pass-
able is just plain stupid. It’s no
wonder our state is ranked 49th
among best and worst states for
teachers.

Our teachers’ time, safety
and talents are clearly not val-
ued under this administration.
Someone reminded me we have
a state teachers’ organization
that has our back on these is-
sues. Are you kidding me?

My heavens. Is this where we
are with our education system?
Guess it is!

Samuel G. Anderson
Greensboro

Getting out the vote
is a way to claim rights

When letter writer Elwood
K. Johnson wrote, “Citizens de-
mand, not negotiate, for their
rights and liberties” (letter,
“Why do black people have to
‘progress’?” Jan. 27), I thought
yes, but they must also stand up
and claim those rights that are
theirs.

Fifty-six percent of eligible
North Carolina voters sat out
the 2014 election. And while
the 2.9 million who made it was
the highest mid-term turnout in
many years, there is still a great
opportunity to make those num-
bers even more robust.

What if every church and
civic organization set a goal to
make certain every citizen of
our state needing a photo ID
gets one?

Back in the Jim Crow days,
when transportation was by

horse, carriage or foot, such a
requirement proved difficult
or impossible for the rural mi-
norities it was designed to ex-
clude. In today’s world, getting
everyone needing a photo ID
— neighbors of all races, ages,
health and income levels — to
one of the many DMV offices
dotted across this state seems
realistic and attainable and wor-
thy of accomplishing.

We’ve got buses, cars, mini-
vans galore and lots of peo-
ple who’d volunteer. That’s
never been a shortage in North
Carolina.

What a great way to energize
our state’s democracy, and to
get people writing about us fa-
vorably for a change.

William Yaner
Jamestown

Arts center questions
still awaiting answers

According to local report-
ing, construction estimates
for Greensboro’s new Steven
Tanger Center for the Perform-
ing Arts were $36 million and
$43.4 million in 2012 without
land costs, $60 million in 2013
including real estate, and then
$65 million.

The latest $78.1 million total
proposal includes $61 million
for construction alone.

The city and the arts cen-
ter’s supporters have yet to de-
tail how projected costs rose so
much as construction-related
commodity prices dramatically
fell. The city hasn’t itemized
the $17.1 million difference be-
tween construction costs, land
acquisition and other costs.

The Community Foundation’s
Walker Sanders confirmed $14
million of about $35 million in

pledges and a credit line/loan/
guarantee for the rest has been
obtained at the press conference
on Jan. 27.

I asked Greensboro Coliseum
Director Matt Brown, Mayor
Nancy Vaughan and the Com-
munity Foundation’s Walker
Sanders to explain. Sanders
promised to provide details as to
how much the money obtained
is being charged and what the
cost of the lending program is
and expected to be.

Brown confirmed he would
provide the information, while
Vaughan stated the questions
have been answered in the pres-
ence of Joe Killian and John
Hammer.

Our community looks forward
to the answers.

George Hartzman
Greensboro

Arts center destined
to become black hole

The Steven Tanger Center for
the Performing Arts promises to
be excellent, but we do not know
what it will cost taxpayers. The
fact that private donations will
help finance it seems irresistible
to the Greensboro City Council.

However, what they do not
tell you is, much of the center’s
spending will be paid for by the
city.

Just because something can
be done, does not mean that it
should be done. The real costs
are not even calculated, yet the
City Council has moved into the
design-development phase.

I think the Tanger Center
will be something like a black
hole. Once created, it will start
to feed.

The city will be coming to you
for escalating costs every year.

Are you likely to cough up
$200 a seat for tickets? Not me!

Steve Salkow
Reidsville

Much more online ...
At greensboro.com you’ll find:
• The chance to comment on

letters and editorials.
• The chance to submit your

own letter.
• The staff blogs of Doug

Clark and Allen Johnson and an
assortment of state, local and
national columnists.

Click on the Viewpoints tab at
the top of the News & Record’s
home page.
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Cheers for our Panthers

Discipline sorely lacking in schools

From an editorial in the Rocky
Mount Telegram:

So how ’bout those Panthers
... those 17-1 Panthers ... those
Super Bowl-bound Panthers ...
those Carolina Panthers.

Pardon us for going a little
cheerleader here for a team that
plays on the other side of the
state, but there are ties to the
Twin Counties, too.

Owner Jerry Richardson
is from Spring Hope. Former
Southern Nash High School
standout Julius Peppers was on
the team in 2003, when the Pan-
thers went to the Super Bowl for
their first and only other appear-
ance. And now the 2015-16 edi-
tion is headed to California with
the best record in the NFL, the
hands-down favorite for Most
Valuable Player in quarterback
Cam Newton and all the momen-
tum in the world.

Carolina is a triple threat — of-
fense, defense and special teams.
The Panthers’ 49-15 win over
Arizona Sunday for the NFC title

seemed hardly a warm-up.
There will be plenty of people

outside of North Carolina pulling
for the Denver Broncos in two
weeks, particularly as quarter-
back Peyton Manning prepares
for what might be the last game
he ever plays.

But sentimentality aside, Caro-
lina has faced doubters and skep-
tics all season. That’s a shame for
a lot of reasons. If a “more sto-
ried” franchise like New England
or Green Bay were heading for
the Super Bowl with a 17-1 re-
cord, the pundits would be falling
all over themselves to write the
chapter on one of the great teams
of all time.

But you have to play some
pretty great football to get to
17-1, and that’s what Newton,
linebacker Luke Kuechly, cor-
nerback Josh Norman, tight end
Greg Olsen, running back Jona-
than Stewart and the rest of the
cast have done.

One of the best? They just have
to be the better team on Feb. 7.

B A S

A significant pattern of crime
and lawlessness in Guilford
County will continue to grow as
long as there is no discipline in
our public schools.

I recently had opportunity
to talk with several Guilford
County high school teachers and
school resource officers who
paint a sad picture of the ab-
sence of discipline or account-
ability in our schools.

For the population of prob-
lem or disruptive students who
never receive parenting regard-
ing respect, behavior and ac-
countability, the schools are the
last bastion of hope for correct-
ing unacceptable behavior.

Apparently, our school board
and administrators, in an effort
to graduate underperforming

students, have placed unrea-
sonable restraints on principals
and teachers who are forced to
ignore unacceptable and even
criminal behavior.

It is no surprise that private
schools are flourishing in our
area.

Disruptive behavior without
consequences is detrimental
to effective education in many
ways; good students are robbed
of a positive learning experience
and poor students are passed
while functionally illiterate.
Teachers leave the profession
out of frustration.

As long as teachers and prin-
cipals are handcuffed in efforts
to maintain proper behavior

within our schools, the problems
will only get worse. Teachers
must be supported in controlling
their classrooms.

It seems the inmates are now
running the asylum. Increasing
graduation rates is a positive
goal only if those who gradu-
ate are capable of using their
skills in the workforce and have
earned the right to graduate.

Our Board of Education
should evaluate the damage of
the unintended consequences
caused by misguided policies
regarding discipline in our pub-
lic schools. A collaborative ef-
fort to study these issues among
school administration, teachers,
law enforcement and the courts
may be in order.

The writer is a former Greensboro
police officer who lives in High Point.

coUnterpoint
Rebuttals and reactions

it’s Been sAid
“He was an original.”

edward Fort,
former chancellor at N.C. A&T, remembering

Ronald McNair, an Aggie who went on to
become an astronaut. McNair and the crew of

the Challenger died 30 years ago this week.

“That would have been
a good 8 to 12 inches of

snow.”
shawna cokley,

National Weather Service meteorologist
in Raleigh, noting that the Triad’s snow

accumulation last week was held down because
much of the precipitation fell as sleet and

freezing rain.

“I hope they don’t sleep
tonight.”

danny Manning,
Wake Forest basketball coach, upset at his

players for blowing a late lead against Virginia.

“This isn’t over. This is
not over.”

cam newton,
Carolina Panthers quarterback, after his team

won the National Football Conference title and
the chance to play in Super Bowl 50.

“We’re going to get a
building that’s fabulous
from the day it opens.”

nancy hoffmann,
Greensboro city councilwoman, getting a look

at artists’ renderings of the planned Steven
Tanger Center for the Performing Arts.

“Good work, Mr. Brown.
Bravo.”

tony Wilkins,
Greensboro city councilman, who opposed city
funding for the performing arts center, giving
Greensboro Coliseum Managing Director Matt

Brown credit for the design.

ouR opinion

Proactive police video

We were struck by the sheer
beauty of a simple solution to the
difficult problem of police traf-
fic stops.

A video.
Not the kind that many officers

wear to record interactions with
the public. And not the kind that
the public uses to do the very
same thing.

Such videos have been used in-
creasingly as digital insurance,
borne, to a large degree, by the
unfortunate spike in fear and
mistrust of one group regarding
the other.

This new video isn’t that.
In fact, it bears a stronger re-

semblance to YouTube instruc-
tions on what to do when lint
lodges in your iPod headphone
jack.

Created and used in Raleigh,
the video is a straightforward,
step-by-step “how-to” on what to
do and not to do if you’re pulled
over by an officer. A stereo man-
ual for tense encounters.

The idea was inspired by re-
peated questions in community
meetings about traffic stops. It is
posted on the Raleigh Police De-
partment’s website and anyone
can view it at any time.

The nearly eight-minute re-
cording, hosted by the head of
the department’s Internal Affairs
Division, includes a simulated
stop of a male African American
driver by a white officer. Among
the advice it dispenses:

• When stopped by an officer,
turn down the radio or music you
may be playing, so you can hear
one another clearly.

• Be aware that the officer
must have a legal reason to stop
you.

• Put your hands on the steer-
ing wheel and ask all of your
passengers to make their hands
visible.

• Wait until the officer asks
you to present your license and
registration.

• Let the officer know if you
are wearing or storing weap-
ons in your car (in the video, the
motorist tells the officer he has
a concealed carry permit and is
carrying his gun).

• Do not get out of the car un-
less the officer requests that you
do so.

• If the officer writes you a
ticket, you have a right to ask
him or her to explain why.

• You have a right to allow
or refuse an officer’s request to
search your car.

• Do not leave the scene until
the officer has made clear that
it’s all right for you to do so.

Some of the instructions in the
video are obvious. Some are not.

Further, the video closes with
the number and web address for
Internal Affairs. And it encour-
ages any citizen with a complaint
about an officer’s behavior to
call.

The recording not only has
considerable practical value for
the information it shares, but it
also can build trust and goodwill
even as it builds awareness.

In Greensboro, where the dis-
proportionate frequency of traf-
fic stops in the African American
community made the front page
of The New York Times last fall
and is the subject of an ongoing
study and discussion, this is an
idea well worth emulating.

To be sure, in itself it’s no cure
for deep-seated and complex is-
sues. For instance, there is still
a legal roadblock in North Caro-
lina to the general public viewing
most of the footage captured by
body-worn police cameras.

That needs to change, sooner
rather than later.

In the meantime, an instruc-
tional video seems an easy,
obvious way to avoid misunder-
standings, or worse.

And it is the kind of police
video that we all can view, right
here and now.

n A new instructional police video in Raleigh shows motor-
ists what to do, and not do, when stopped by an officer.
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letters to the editor
New Aycock name
should be ... Aycock?

When the UNC-Greensboro
Board of Trustees changes the
name of the Charles B. Aycock
Auditorium, I suggest it con-
sider honoring former UNC-
Chapel Hill Chancellor William
Aycock, who died this year, or
former UNC President William
Friday, who died in 2012, by
naming the auditorium after one
of them. Both were outstand-
ing educators and leaders in our
state.

An article in memoriam for
former Chancellor and Law
Professor William B. Aycock is
included on page 14 of volume
39, issue two, of Carolina Law
published by UNC-Chapel Hill
School of Law.

At aycock.unc.edu, the Kath-
erine R. Everette Law Library
at UNC-Chapel Hill has col-
lected and digitized photos,
speeches, articles, video and
tributes in remembrance of
Chancellor Aycock’s life and
contributions.

Aycock was an excellent law
professor. I was fortunate to be
one of his students. Also, nam-
ing the auditorium after William
Aycock would mean no expense
in changing the name on the
outside of the building.

As for William Friday, Wil-
liam A. Link wrote a good bi-
ography of him titled “William
Friday, Power, Purpose and
American Higher Education”
(Second Edition, UNC Press).

Other excellent choices: Er-
skine Bowles and Tom Ross,
both natives of Greensboro who
served as presidents of the UNC
system. Both of them are still
living and should be well-known
to your readers and the UNCG
trustees.

Robert Pate Williams
Asheboro

‘Murder,’ he wrote
“Crape murder”? What?
Thanks to the Urban Forestry

Committee co-chairpersons, I
am now aware that we have a
city arborist (for the unknowing
among us) (letter, “Unnecessary
topping hurts crape myrtles,”
March 2).

It was quite a shock to learn
that I should “report incidents
of improper pruning to the city
arborist.” Who knew? Is there a
fine for that? Neighbors beware!

Andy Nelson
Greensboro

‘Unprecedented’ act?
history says otherwise

Regarding the News & Record
editorial “A historic mistake”
(Feb. 26):

The editorial notes that
“Mitch McConnell, backed by
Sens. Richard Burr and Thom
Tillis, will be remembered for
obstructionism.” It references
their refusal to hold a hearing
or allow a vote for any nominees
to fill the vacant Supreme Court
seat until after the election.

The editorial does somewhat
honorably note that “Republi-
cans point to past offenses by
Democrats, which were inex-
cusable, but they have escalated
obstructionism to an unprece-
dented level.”

Now we travel back to Janu-
ary 2014, when The New York
Times noted Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid’s “brut-
ish style and uncompromising
control,” resulting in unprec-
edented obstructionism. So,
should what McConnell is doing
now be called “unprecedented”?

Hopefully, we all remember
Reid’s record and his unprec-
edented use of the “nuclear op-
tion” to block Republican input
as Obama filled the courts with
uncontested judges. Reid also
time after time blocked amend-

ments from the Republican-led
Congress. Given this history, is
there any doubt that, should the
current roles be reversed, that a
Democratic Senate under Reid
would act any differently than
the Republicans in filling this
critical vacant Supreme Court
seat?

Funny, but I don’t recall any
words of protest in N&R edito-
rials during the years of Reid
“consistently yielding to the
worst impulses of partisan poli-
tics.” But then again ...

Rick McDonnell
Greensboro

sanders would owe
the voters, not donors

Every so often, a presiden-
tial candidate emerges who is
for the people, whose campaign
promises can be believed be-
cause they were made through-
out his political history. His
name is Bernie Sanders. Like
Jesse Jackson, Dennis Kucinich
and Ralph Nader, he is bucking
an electoral system corrupted
by money. But unlike them,
he has a real chance of suc-
ceeding. He has raised enough
money from small contributions
(the average is $27) to “be a
contender.”

All winning candidates have
political debt, that is, to pro-
mote legislation that favors the
money that got them elected.
Bernie is the only candidate
running for president whose
debt is to us. That is why he
can be trusted to act in our be-
half, advocating such changes
as raising the minimum wage to
$15 an hour, creating a single-
payer (Medicare for all) health
care system and providing tu-
ition-free education through col-
lege. How would he pay for it?
By fairly taxing his most vehe-
ment opponents, the obscenely
rich, as well as reducing a mili-
tary budget that is four times
that of China, 11 times that of
Russia and 60 times that of Iran.

Can Bernie win against Hill-
ary? Only if a huge popular vote
persuades the party’s super-
delegate establishment. It’s up
to us.

George Haeseler
Greensboro
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This is how John Ward
described killing his first
wife.

“I wanted her to give
me my divorce and cus-
tody of my daughter,”
he told Geraldo Rivera.
“And she told me she’d
see me in hell first. And I
told her to save me a seat.
And then I shot her.

“ ... I shot her three times in
the upper left shoulder,” he said.
“She told me not to kill her, she
would give me the baby and a di-
vorce. I fired three times point
blank into the heart. ... And I re-
loaded and I shot her six more
times, point blank.”

Ward did eight years in prison
for second-degree murder. But
there is more.

One of his daughters has said
that when she was a child, he
tried to molest her and other
children. A stepdaughter has
said that when she was a teen-

ager, “I brought a friend
of mine over, a black
girl. He was like, ‘Get
that damn n---r out of my
yard.’ ”

The point being, that
Ward was hardly an ex-
emplary human being.

Yet when a Pensac-
ola judge had to choose
between this steaming

hot pile of humanity and his es-
tranged second wife in decid-
ing custody of their adolescent
daughter, Cassey, the judge
sided with him.

Given what a piece of work
this guy was, you might wonder:
What was it about Mary Ward
that was so objectionable a court
would choose him over her?

Simple. Mary was gay. Cassey,
said the judge, should grow up in
“a non-lesbian world.”

That appalling 1996 ruling is
brought to mind by news of a
new Supreme Court decision.

Monday, the top court unani-
mously sided with a gay adop-
tive mother fighting her former
partner for access to their chil-
dren. The unnamed plaintiff filed
suit after the couple split up and
the ex-partner, who is the chil-
dren’s biological mother, refused
to let her see them. The adoption
had originally been processed
in Georgia, but the Supreme
Court of Alabama, where the two
women now reside, refused to
recognize its legitimacy.

In striking down the lower
court ruling, the Supreme Court
offers an important affirmation
of the parental rights of gay men
and women. But even as you laud
it, even as you welcome it, your
thoughts turn to Mary Ward. And
not just to her, but all the other
men and women who lost their
children because some judge
deemed their sexuality more im-
portant than their personhood or
parental fitness.

Sadly, we’ll never know what
Mary’s take on this might have
been. She died of a sudden heart
attack the year after she lost her
child. It’s hard not to suspect
grief played some part in that.

Four years ago, a pair of Mi-
ami Beach filmmakers released
“Unfit,” a documentary on the
case. In writing about the film,
The Miami Herald’s Steve Ro-
thaus reported that Cassey ended
up bouncing in and out of her fa-
ther’s house for a few years be-
fore finally moving in for good
with her older sister Carla, who
is a lesbian.

Cassey herself told filmmak-
ers she regrets being taken from
her mom.

“I look at my brother and my
sisters, and how they’re, you
know, doing good and have all
their friends and great jobs and
homes, and I think if Mom would
have got to raise me it would be
the same because they had the

love and support from Mom. But
my dad was country and kind of
narrow-minded.”

This week, the nation’s high-
est tribunal figured out what
Cassey’s narrow-minded dad
never could — that “lesbian
mother” is just another word for
“mother.”

One is pleased to see it, but
one’s pleasure is shadowed by
morbid ruminations on the har-
diness of ignorance, the intran-
sigence of fear and the way
people’s lives get ground to
pieces on the gears in between.
Twenty years after the fact,
Mary Ward finally finds a rough
and imperfect vindication. This
is a good thing, yes.

But you know what they say
about justice too long delayed.

Leonard Pitts Jr., winner of the 2004
Pulitzer Prize for commentary, is
a columnist for the Miami Herald.
Readers may write to him via email
at lpitts@miamiherald.com.

Justice comes, but too late for a mom deemed ‘unfit’

leoNArd
pitts jr.
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Images to come?
The case for police cameras

was made tragically clear on the
afternoon of Feb. 29 in Raleigh.

Following a chase and a strug-
gle, a white police officer fatally
shot a 24-year-old African Amer-
ican man, Akiel Denkins.

The police report says Den-
kins had reached for a gun in
his waistband while fleeing from
Officer D.C. Twiddy. Witnesses
say Denkins was unarmed. The
SBI is investigating. Concerns
surrounding the shooting rever-
berated all the way to Greens-
boro, where the shooting was
mentioned last week during a fo-
rum on a proposed new African
American history monument on
the state Capitol grounds.

To their credit, Raleigh au-
thorities and city leaders moved
quickly to address community
unease with the prompt flow of
information to the public. But
one piece of evidence that will
never come to light is a video ac-
count of it. That’s because there
isn’t one.

Unlike Greensboro, Raleigh
does not yet equip its officers
with body-mounted cameras. On
the day Denkins was shot, Ra-
leigh’s police chief was sched-
uled to unveil a plan. “Such a
camera presumably would help
police determine what happened,
and it would provide answers
to a community where encoun-
ters with police are common and
where some residents view law
enforcement skeptically,” The
News & Observer of Raleigh
noted in an editorial.

Greensboro issued cameras
to its patrol officers more than
two years ago. Yet, having the
technology doesn’t mean hav-
ing access to it. Thus far, not one
request from the public to see
footage has been granted. So, it’s
encouraging to see the city mov-
ing steadily, if slowly, toward a
policy that would make the foot-
age more available to the public.

Even more encouraging is the
fact that the City Council’s Public
Safety Committee has chosen to
begin with a presumption of pub-
lic viewing as the norm, not the
exception. Then it is working its
way backward, considering in-
stances in which the footage may
be concealed from the public.
Among those exceptions in the
draft policy:

• If it jeopardizes a defendant’s
right to a fair trial.

• If it is part of a current crimi-
nal investigation.

• If its release would compro-
mise a future investigation.

• If it contains personnel infor-
mation or information that would
result in the disciplining of an
officer.

The policy also allows for re-
dacting “highly personal details”
about an officer.

To be sure, in an effort to avoid
violating existing state law, the
policy paves more of an alley
than an information superhigh-
way. The provision that shields
footage that would result in the
disciplining of an officer is most
concerning because it covers the
area most likely to involve pub-
lic requests. But the City Council
already has the authority, un-
der current state law, to release
police footage in the interest of
preserving “public confidence,”
a power it has so far not chosen
to invoke — though it probably
could and should have.

At any rate, give the council
credit for daring to till sensitive
ground — and for possibly prod-
ding the General Assembly to
move more urgently on this im-
portant issue. “We need to be
leaders on this, the first city in
the state to do this,” said Council-
man Justin Outling, who wrote
the draft policy.

He’s right. The problem will
keep coming up until somebody
deals with it. Why not now? And
why not in Greensboro?

n As the city nudges itself toward a more open police video
policy, a Raleigh shooting reminds us why it’s so important.

New sales taxes hit hard
From an editorial in the Hen-

dersonville Times-News:
Many North Carolinians wait-

ing to see a big drop in their in-
come taxes may wonder if they
are really getting any break at
all as they begin paying 6.75 or
7 percent sales tax for more ser-
vices, such as car repairs.

The new sales taxes on certain
services took effect March 1 as
part of the Republican efforts to
shift the state budget away from
reliance on income taxes and
toward consumer transactions.
Sales taxes that previously ap-
plied only to parts and materials
are now being charged on labor
for services ranging from install-
ing cabinets and flooring to re-
pairing jewelry and shoes.

The GOP-led General Assem-
bly approved the expansion of
the sales tax last September in
the two-year state budget signed
into law by Gov. Pat McCrory. It
included about $400 million in in-
come tax cuts to be offset by the
new sales taxes on repair, instal-

lation and maintenance services.
Republicans argue the net ef-

fect will reduce taxes overall for
residents. The budget law will
cut the individual income tax rate
from 5.75 percent to 5.49 percent
starting in 2017. However, tax-
payers won’t see that cut until
they file in 2018.

Sen. Bob Rucho (R-Meck-
lenburg) said the income tax
changes will benefit workers with
each paycheck. The sales tax on a
car repair may only occur a cou-
ple of times a year, he said. The
additional sales tax is “more than
offset with the amount of per-
sonal income tax savings.”

That may be true for those
with higher incomes getting big-
ger tax breaks. But for middle-
and lower-income people, taxing
car repairs can hit hard. They
generally spend a higher propor-
tion of their earnings on such
necessities. And owners of car
repair shops worry the added tax
could cause customers to put off
repairs.

Thursday, March 10, 2016

n Jeff Gauger, publisher and editor; (336)
373-7051; jeff.gauger@greensboro.com

n Allen H. Johnson, editorial page editor;
(336) 373-7010; allen.johnson@greensboro.
com

n Steven Doyle, managing editor; (336) 373-
7012; steven.doyle@greensboro.com

n Doug Clark, editorial writer
(336) 373-7039; doug.clark
@greensboro.com
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letters to the editor
try to apply reason
rather than emotion

Emotion seems to be the
driver of our national discourse.
Logic and common sense are
foreign concepts to both the left
and right.

Hey, Republicans. You cried
foul for the way you were
treated by the Democrats who
controlled Raleigh for 100
years. Why are you now doing
the same thing that you decried?

Hey, PayPal. Will you stop
making money from your busi-
ness in Saudi Arabia? Last I
checked, they don’t discrimi-
nate against LGBT people, they
execute them.

Hey, Springsteen. I thought
you were for the working per-
son. Hundreds who depend on
working your concert to pay
their bills didn’t get paid.

Hey, Broadway. Aren’t a
number of people who produce,
act and promote your shows
in North Carolina LGBT? Why
don’t you contribute your pro-
ceeds from your concerts and
shows to NC Equality?

Hey, NCAA. Great tourna-
ment in Houston. Didn’t Hous-
ton twice defeat a bill similar to
the one Charlotte passed?

Hey, people on the left. You
aren’t always right. Hey, people
on the right. Neither are you.

Why not next time something
gets your emotions going, stop,
think and find ways to engage
someone you may not agree
with. You might find you can
come to common solutions.

Randy Lewis
Greensboro

inflammatory law
gives N.C. poor image

Republican Gov. Pat Mc-
Crory muscled through HB 2,
an inflammatory law claiming
to protect North Carolina chil-
dren from possible assault by
transgendered people in public
restrooms. Few Democrats sup-
ported the bill. The logic for the

so-called “Bathroom Bill” rests
on nothing apart from ignorance
and bigotry.

To my chagrin, HB 2 became
front-page news for several
days as I traveled out of state,
and I was questioned as to why
North Carolina is so regressive
and disinterested in civil rights.
The economic fallout of McCro-
ry’s decision has been swift and
damaging.

In a stroke of revealing irony,
federal prosecutors soon re-
ported that former Republican
House Speaker Dennis Hastert
abused at least four boys.

If any of these conservative
homophobes are interested in
protecting children from sex-
ual assault, perhaps they might
begin by policing Senate rest-
rooms and their own political
role models, given the very real
chance they might encounter
a predator within their closest
ranks.

Cynthia Adams
Greensboro

Fire Burr and tillis
if they shirk duties

Article Two, Section 2, U.S.
Constitution: “The President ...
shall nominate, and by and with
the Advice and Consent of the
Senate ... shall appoint Judges of
the Supreme Court.”

As a U.S. citizen and tax-
payer, I am the employer of

Sens. Burr and Tillis and they
are my employees. They are
expected to perform the du-
ties assigned to them by the
job description cited above.
The president has done his job
by nominating a person to be-
come the next member of the
Supreme Court. Now it is in-
cumbent on senators to perform
their duty, by either denying or
confirming that appointment.
Burr and Tillis must insist that
the Senate hold hearings on
the nominee, and vote him up
or down. Do not try to tell me
that the people must be heard:
65 million of us already spoke
when we elected Obama.

If Burr and Tillis are unable
or unwilling to perform their
duty, then in the words of one of
their fellow Republicans, “You
are fired.”

James Bennett
Greensboro

don’t use preserves
for active recreation

Amen, Amen, Amen to the
April 3 “Our Opinion” (“Be
true to your word”). The active
sports, i.e., mountain bikers,
have $10 million of the $20 mil-
lion bond passed by more than
100,000 voters in 2004 to expand
the mountain bike trails in our
county parks. The 1,700 acres
for the 14 preserves was never
intended for active recreation!
Guilford County does not have
or will not have the money to
turn the preserves into parks.

Hagan Stone Park has more
than 40 acres in the master plan
for mountain bike trails. Why is
this being ignored? The county
employee(s) and commission-
ers rebranded the preserves
“passive parks” a few months
ago. Herein lies the devil in the
details. I am asking the com-
missioners again to abolish the
passive park renaming. People
who sold property to Guilford
County and the voters of 2004
should not be ignored.

Anne Kearns Hice
Pleasant Garden

Thanks for not coming; you’re welcome back anytime
Bruce Springsteen re-

fused to play in the Greens-
boro Coliseum last week.

Therefore, he is a bully
and a hypocrite and an af-
front to God and country.

“Arrogant pop singers
and pompous Hollywood
leftists have no right to be-
tray their legal obligations
and harm people the way
they are bullying the citi-
zens of this state,” fumed
one letter to the editor.

“Mr. Springsteen dis-
rupted the lives of many
of his fans in and around
Greensboro,” said another.
“At the very least, Mr.
Springsteen should send
each ticket holder $100 to
$200 for their lost time.”

Congressman Mark
Walker threatened to go to
a Justin Bieber concert.

Gov. Pat McCrory, who
signed the now-infamous
“bathroom bill,” HB 2, in
the late hours on March 23,
apparently without reading
it, said he still likes Spring-
steen’s music (which,
I’m sure, is a big relief to

Bruce), even if he doesn’t
like his politics. “He was
against Ronald Reagan,”
the governor said in an in-
terview with Time War-
ner Cable News. “He was
against Mitt Romney.”

Added a governor who
refuses to expand Med-
icaid, has reduced unem-
ployment benefits and has
attacked companies that
might have brought new
jobs here: “Maybe Bruce
has lost touch with work-
ing men and women as he
makes multi-millions of
dollars.”

To his credit, Springs-
teen did provide fair warn-
ing and a clear rationale:
HB 2, which rolled back
protections for gay, lesbian
and transgender people
and made it harder for
anyone to challenge work-
place discrimination in the
courts. “To my mind, it’s
an attempt by people who
cannot stand the progress
our country has made in
recognizing the human
rights of all of our citizens
to overturn that progress,”
Springsteen said on his
website two days before
the concert.

Not that Springsteen’s
gesture should have sur-
prised anyone. He has
never made a secret of his
liberal politics, nor have
his band mates. In 1985, E
Street Band guitarist Ste-
ven van Zandt wrote the
song “Sun City” as a pro-
test anthem against apart-
heid in South Africa. Van
Zandt then recruited an
all-star roster of talent to
perform the song: Spring-

steen, Miles Davis, U2,
Bonnie Raitt, Jimmy Cliff,
Herbie Hancock, Lou Reed
and George Clinton, among
many others. And they all
pledged not to perform in
South Africa, as long as
apartheid stood.

More recently, Stevie
Wonder refused to play in
Florida and any other state
with a stand-your-ground
law following the shooting
death of Trayvon Martin.
The group Wilco canceled
a date in Indianapolis after
its passage of a religious
freedom law in 2015.

In Greensboro, there
also have been controver-
sies surrounding artists
who did show — or at least
attempted to. In 2008, after
the selection of the gang-
affiliated rapper, Gucci
Mane, for a 2008 home-
coming performance, N.C.
A&T changed its process
for the selection of home-
coming artists. Then there
were the Dixie Chicks,
who drew fire for criticiz-
ing President George W.

Bush in 2003. Even so,
they nearly sold out the
coliseum that year despite
being banned from coun-
try radio airplay. “It was a
merry, highfalutin and out-
wardly apolitical concert,”
reviewer Parke Puter-
baugh wrote. The group is
scheduled to appear in Ra-
leigh in August — unless it
follows Springsteen’s lead.

To be sure, not every-
body who opposed HB 2
agrees with Springsteen’s
boycott. A group called
“N.C. Needs You” has
pleaded with artists not to
cancel. “Use the stage as a
platform to make a state-
ment. And donate any —
better yet — all profits to
a coalition of nonprofits,
lobbying groups and grass-
roots organizations doing
the work to take North Car-
olina back.” (Cyndi Lauper
plans to do precisely that in
a June 4 Raleigh concert.)

Also, any boycott opens
an artist to accusations of
hypocrisy. “I will back off
of my opinion of him as

a posturing fool,when he
refuses to cash two mon-
ster checks in mid-June
from stadium shows in
Germany, where gay mar-
riage is illegal,” wrote
Mark Davis in a Dallas
Morning News op-ed about
Springsteen.

So, was Springsteen’s
decision not to play in
Greensboro the best
course? Instead, couldn’t
he have come to the coli-
seum and spoken against
the fear-mongering and
small-mindedness of HB
2? Sure. But Springsteen
made a much bolder state-
ment by refusing to play
at all. The headlines were
bigger and the debates
fiercer. And wasn’t that the
point? For a man who sang
not a single note on April
10 at the coliseum, Spring-
steen managed to stage one
of the loudest protests of
all against HB 2.

Contact Editorial Page Editor Allen
Johnson at (336) 373-7010 or
allen.johnson@greensboro.com
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“Personally and professionally,
I think we ought to put it all out
there.”

— Fayetteville police Chief
Harold Medlock on police video
footage

Gov. McCrory’s tepid, baby-
step walkback last week of the
state’s costly and ill-considered
“bathroom law” was rightly criti-
cized for saying a lot while actu-
ally doing very little. Sadly, the
same can be said of an effort in
Greensboro to make police cam-
era video more accessible to the
public.

Give Mayor Nancy Vaughan
and Councilman Justin Outling
credit for attempting to carve a
workable policy while not run-
ning afoul of existing state law,
but their proposal is disappoint-
ing and ineffectual. It comes no-
where near what the city needs
to achieve the trust, transparency
and accountability that police
video was supposed to provide.
The draft policy is so cautious
and restrained that it barely
moves the needle from what we
have now — which is virtually
zero access.

Under current protocols,
which treat police video as a per-
sonnel record, it is next to impos-
sible for citizens or media to view
the camera footage. The proposal
makes it slightly more possible
that such footage might see the
light of day, but it is still far too
restrictive.

A retired Greensboro civil
rights attorney, Lewis Pitts, has
a better idea. Where the city pro-
posal treats transparency as the
exception rather than the rule,
Pitts’ counter proposal takes ex-
actly the opposite approach: It
begins with a presumption of
public access and then adds rea-
sonable exceptions:

• When it interferes with a
criminal investigation.

• When it jeopardizes the
prosecution of the fair trial of a
defendant.

• When it violates “the legiti-
mate privacy interests of any
individual in the footage,” includ-
ing crime victims.

By contrast, the Outling-
Vaughan proposal modifies the
current policy by only a scintilla.
It makes police video publicly

viewable only when a person who
is depicted in a video requests to
view it or when the City Council
deems the public release of the
video “essential to maintain pub-
lic confidence” (the second provi-
sion already is part of the current
policy).

• The proposal tilts the balance
of power heavily toward the po-
lice, who can block release of the
footage for a variety of reasons.
For instance, if the video footage
features evidence that an officer
acted inappropriately, it would
be released only if the officer
is cleared of wrongdoing. Oth-
erwise, it would remain sealed.
That defies logic and defeats the
basic purpose.

• What the draft seems far too
focused on is language that state
lawmakers will accept. Their
fear is probably warranted. A
draft bill co-sponsored by Re-
publican Rep. John Faircloth of
High Point defines police footage
strictly as a personnel record and
gives power to a chief or sheriff
to decide if the footage should be
released. Even worse, the only
recourse to appeal a chief’s deci-
sion would be in court. It’s a hor-
rid piece of legislation that dials
back efforts to build trust and ac-
countability. And it’s all the more
reason for the City Council to
seek a fair, reasonable policy that
balances the rights of the pub-
lic with the rights of the officer.
Even if that means another battle
with the legislature.

In a hopeful development,
Outling last week was drafting a
second, more aggressive alter-
native to the city’s first proposal
that the council will discuss this
week. Good. The only acceptable
police video policy should be-
gin, as Pitts notes, by treating the
footage as “a transaction of pub-
lic business.” Then Greensboro
should seek allies to modify state
law. As more cities deploy the
cameras, the demand for accessi-
bility will only rise. So, the coun-
cil should combine its efforts
with places like Fayetteville,
whose police chief has spoken
plainly and forcefully about the
need for transparency.

The battle for public access to
police video will be worth fight-
ing only if it’s worth winning.

n A proposed new policy for public access to police video in
Greensboro needs a broader vision and sharper teeth.

Sunday, April 17, 2016
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The governor insults
businesses and people

Regarding Gov. McCrory’s
column (April 18): He might
need to check back and see how
quickly he and his legislature
passed HB 2. It was completed,
voted on and on the books in a
day. How hypocritical of him to
state, “These issues deserve real
dialogue about common-sense
solutions …” Where was the dia-
logue March 23, Governor?

How untrue to state that
North Carolina ensures equal-
ity for all. Human beings who
are different from Pat and his
cronies, that is, those who are
LGBT, have no recourse under
North Carolina law if they face
discrimination. Gov. McCrory,
there is no protection in North
Carolina law for LGBT people.

McCrory insults businesses
and his constituents, implying
that the media and “elite or spe-
cial interest groups” have duped
us. We can read the bill, and its
blatant pandering to fear is ob-
vious. If Gov. McCrory wishes
to stand up to those who malign
North Carolina, he need only
look in the mirror.

Meg Huffman
Elon

N&R ignores bad news
about Obamacare

While the News & Record has
been preoccupied with pursu-
ing the social injustice of males
not being allowed into the la-
dies’ room and girls’ locker
rooms/showers via HB 2, this
story from The Hill headlined
“Insurers warn losses from
Obamacare are unsustainable”
seemed to have escaped your at-
tention (surprise, surprise).

BCBS (one of the top carriers
in N.C.) released a statement
last month stating new custom-
ers under the Obamacare ex-
changes had 22 percent higher
medical costs than customers
who were insured under pri-
vate plans (surprise, surprise

again!). The insurer dropped
out of the New Mexico Obam-
acare exchange after regula-
tors rejected a plea from it to
increase its premiums by more
than 50 percent, the amount
BCBS says was necessary to
stay financially liquid. (Liberals
will call this “unbridled corpo-
rate greed,” of course, but profit
is what keeps people employed,
not government handouts.)

BCBS of N.C. CEO Brad Wil-
son said the company had lost
$400 million due to its affiliation
with the Obamacare exchanges
and is considering dropping out
of the exchanges altogether.

Just a friendly reminder that
there are other stories out there
besides HB 2, Bruce Springs-
teen and other high-profile lib-
eral social-justice warriors, and
just because it’s not all good
news for Democrats doesn’t
mean you are required to ignore
them.

John Parson
Stokesdale

Please explain values
that led to atrocities

Janice Wangard of Ruffin
continues to grace the read-
ers of the editorial page with
her ill-informed and incorrect
opinions. Her latest offering
(“Springsteen cancels? Then
good riddance,” April 14) again
insists that this country has had

a “firm solid footing on Judeo/
Christian values.”

A couple of questions for you,
Miss Janice:

Was the slaughter of most of
the original inhabitants of this
land as the now-United States
was being formed by the land’s
new occupiers a Judeo/Chris-
tian value?

Was the forced removal of
people from their homeland and
the following brutal enslave-
ment after they were brought
here a Judeo/Christian value?

If Judeo/Christian values
were so important in the found-
ing of this country and its gov-
ernment, then why is there no
mention of Judeo/Christian val-
ues, or Christ or even God, in
the U.S. Constitution?

However, Article 6, Clause
III of the Constitution does state
that “no religious test shall ever
be required as a qualification to
any office or public trust under
the United States.”

So please, Miss Janice, stop
insisting that our government
has some sort of founding in
your Judeo/Christian values.
Unless you mean the values ex-
pressed in “The Beatitudes”
that Christ stated in the New
Testament. But no, those never
seem to be the Judeo/Christian
values your kind is interested
in applying to our American
“values.”

Charles Moore
Greensboro

Just say you’re sorry
When I was a child and did

anything wrong, my mother al-
ways reminded me that I should
always say, “I was wrong and
I’m sorry.” Then, I was always
forgiven and loved.

What is wrong with our poli-
ticians today? I don’t know one
politician who has the guts
to say, “I was wrong and I’m
sorry.” How about it, Gov. Mc-
Crory? How difficult is it repeal
HB 2 and say, “I was wrong and
I’m sorry”?

Doris Hansen
Greensboro
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Gov. McCrory should flush HB 2, bless his heart
WASHINGTON — As Ar-

chie Bunker might say,
the world is going down
the terlet. And how.

Who could have pre-
dicted that politics would
require serious discus-
sion of who uses what
restroom? Or, person-
ally speaking, a second
column? Alas, it seems
that yet greater clarity is needed
regarding this terribly serious,
faux dilemma of proper bath-
room usage in North Carolina.

As you likely know, the state
recently passed a hastily written
bill, signed by Gov. Pat McCrory,
to pre-empt a Charlotte law that
would have allowed transgender
folks to visit the facility corre-
sponding to their gender identity.

Lawmakers, alert to the pre-
sumably rampant problem of
gender fakery, ordered: Women
and men must use restrooms that
correspond to their sex as indi-
cated on their birth certificates.

It is actually not insane to in-
sist that men use the men’s room
and women use the women’s.

Most people reckon this
system has worked fine
and see no reason to
make accommodations
for the roughly 700,000
Americans who are trans-
gender. What has be-
come clear, however, is
that North Carolinians
and others aren’t worried
about transgender peo-

ple; they’re worried primarily
about heterosexual men who pre-
tend they’re transgender to gain
access to women’s quarters.

For what purpose would a man
do this? I can imagine a frater-
nity initiation prank or a punk on
a dare using the women’s facil-
ity as a foil. Oh what fun to hear
the ladies shrieking. Or, perhaps,
not. Maybe the women tackle the
idiot and toss him out the door.
That’s where I’d put my money.

As to the would-be rapist/
fondler/exhibitionist, why would
anyone imagine that a law for-
bidding transgender people
from entering the women’s room
would stop him from walking
through an unlocked door?

The backlash has been harsh.
Pearl Jam canceled a concert in
Raleigh, following Bruce Spring-
steen’s example. Several cities
and states have cut govern-
ment-subsidized travel to North
Carolina. And Monday, Duke
University President Richard
Brodhead said that the law has
damaged the state’s reputation
and is having both financial and
material impact on its colleges
and universities.

In response to these concerns
and other financial losses, Mc-
Crory last week issued an execu-
tive order almost as abruptly as
he signed the original bill. He
said he’ll urge the legislature
to amend the law to reinstate
the right to seek legal recourse
in state court for employment
discrimination. The bathroom
part of the bill would remain, as
would the law’s mandate that cit-
ies and municipalities may not
pass their own nondiscrimination
laws. For McCrory, who is up
for re-election, the issue comes
down to conservative principles
of limited government.

On Sunday’s “Meet the Press,”
he told host Chuck Todd that he
“will always call out government
overreach.” This might be a good
campaign motto, but isn’t the
state overreaching by telling the
residents of towns and cities that
they can’t pass their own laws?
In effect, this means that a busi-
ness in, say, Hamlet, N.C., where
McCrory recently visited what
he termed an “African American
buffet” restaurant, could deny
service to my delightful gay mar-
ried neighbors.

As luck would have it, Mc-
Crory’s appearance on the NBC
program coincided with my own,
exactly one day following The
Washington Post’s publication
of a letter from McCrory exco-
riating me and my earlier col-
umn. What fun! Before the show,
we found ourselves seated just
inches apart in makeup. Noth-
ing quite neutralizes tensions
like comparing foundation notes.
Miraculously, I was able to sup-
press the transgender quip that
was performing cartwheels on
the tip of my tongue.

We chatted in that Southern
way — with Dentyne smiles and
lizard eyes. Bless his heart.

While it is understandable that
some people would be uncom-
fortable with the idea of faux
transgender males ogling their
daughters, I’d be far more con-
cerned about sending a boy into
the men’s room where even pe-
dophiles are allowed to relieve
themselves. Imagine what would
happen to Caitlyn Jenner if she
were forced to use the men’s
room. Or, what about a transgen-
der man, who, though he’s bald,
bearded, muscled and rough, is
forced to use the women’s room?

But of course, she and he
won’t. Because this bathroom
law is utterly unenforceable and
therefore unnecessary. What we
have is a non-solution to a non-
problem. And my guess is Mc-
Crory knows it. He should flush
HB 2 down the terlet.

Kathleen Parker’s email address is
kathleenparker@washpost.com.
Thomas Sowell’s column can be found
at greensboro.com/opinion/columns/

Our state’s new civil war
From blogger Gary Pearce at

“Talking About Politics”:

North Carolina politics used to
divide regionally: east vs. west.

For much of the 20th century,
there was a tradition that a gov-
ernor from the west was suc-
ceeded by a governor from the
east.

And each region had one U.S.
senator.

Today, the civil war is city ver-
sus country.

The ever-wise Ferrel Guil-
lory, director of the Program on
Public Life at UNC-Chapel Hill,
summed it up in The New York
Times:

“We’ve got this divide — the
divide between the cultural con-
servatism of older suburbs and
older rural areas, and these new,
thriving, modern economy, di-
verse cities.”

Ferrel’s quote was in a Times
article (“Southern Cities Split With
States on Social Issues”) about bat-
tles over issues like HB 2.

This is not a comic-book cari-
cature division between smart,
sophisticated urbanites and
dumb-bunny country bumpkins.

There are social liberals in
rural areas and closed minds in
cities.

It’s that people who live in
North Carolina’s growing metro
areas are more likely to meet and
know, for example, transgender
people who are struggling with
identity issues.

That is less common in more
rural areas, which explains why
Gov. McCrory might well have
found some support in that fa-
mous “African American buf-
fet restaurant” in Hamlet, N.C.
(hometown of the Times’ Tom
Wicker, by the way).

Not too long ago, we had the
same divide over gay-rights is-
sues. Then it turned out that
country folks knew gay folks, too.

It will happen, in time, on
transgender issues.

People are usually better than
their politicians.

Our OPiniOn

Release the footage
To make himself perfectly

clear, Lewis Pitts wore a home-
made sign around his neck as he
spoke Tuesday night to the City
Council: “Release the VO Police
Body Camera Tape.”

The sign referred to police
video of a 47-year-old woman
who was killed by a Greensboro
officer more than two years ago.

On March 25, 2014, Officer
Tim Bloch fatally shot Chieu-di
Thi Vo, who, despite his repeated
warnings to stop, continued to
approach him while holding a
knife.

“She just kept coming at me
and coming at me,” Bloch told
the News & Record. Family
members said Vo suffered from
bipolar disorder. That she didn’t
speak English didn’t help.

It was a tragic and trou-
bling episode. But the council’s
stunning indifference to the
case was both surprising and
disappointing.

Obviously, the video of the in-
cident from Bloch’s body-worn
camera footage should have been
released. But the council simply
didn’t seem interested.

State law generally prohibits
the video’s release with a few ex-
ceptions. One is by a vote of the
council in cases when the pub-
lic’s confidence is at stake. When
Mayor Nancy Vaughan tried
before to muster the five votes
needed to release the video, she
couldn’t get them.

Now, in 2016, the council will
view the footage in closed session
on May 3 to determine whether
to release it publicly. The council
voted unanimously to screen the
recording, at the urging of Pitts,
a retired local civil rights attor-
ney who is an impassioned advo-
cate for public access to police
video.

Why now and not then? To put
it bluntly, there was no politi-
cal will to release the footage in
2014. Vo was a Vietnamese im-
migrant who spoke little English,
as did her mother. There was
no face or voice from the family
for the community to relate to or
empathize with. Sadly, the case
didn’t resonate with the general
public as much as it should have.

Even so, the footage should
have been released. From what
we know of the incident, Officer
Bloch, who was cleared of any
wrongdoing and has since left the
police force, probably acted ap-
propriately. But public access to
the video should have confirmed
that. What some people forget in
the debate over police video is
that very often it will prove that
an officer did the right thing.

Police Chief Wayne Scott won-
dered during Tuesday’s council
meeting about the emotional toll
the release could have on the Vo
family so many months after the
tragedy. It’s a fair concern. If the
council does decide to release the
footage to the public after a pri-
vate viewing, it should do so in
a tasteful and sensitive manner.
That said, a public viewing could
set a hopeful precedent as the
council considers new policies
for public access to police video.

Meanwhile, the General As-
sembly may consider short-
sighted legislation that would
make it even harder for the pub-
lic to see police footage and that
would, in fact, revoke the coun-
cil’s power to release it. “Right
now, you have that authority,”
Pitts told the council. In the fu-
ture, who knows?

That’s why it’s doubly impor-
tant for the council to make a
statement for transparency and
pull back the veil, while it can.

n As local and state leaders revisit rules on access to police
video, the release of a 2014 recording could be useful.
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letters to the editor
What’s so sensible
about house Bill 2?

Amid all the verbiage about
HB 2, I’m still not clear on a few
things. A letter printed April
26 says, “An impersonator or a
predator, not a transgender in-
dividual, could possibly enter
a women’s restroom and per-
petrate a criminal act.” Pre-
viously, said predator would
certainly have had to disguise
himself as a woman: hair,
clothes, makeup, jewelry. Surely
it would be easier under HB 2 to
just go in as a man and pretend
that his birth certificate says
“female.” With nobody check-
ing birth certificates, who’s to
know? Is that “common sense”?
“Protection”?

As for an actual transgen-
der person using whichever
restroom, I’m thinking of the
member of the Harvard men’s
swim team interviewed on “60
Minutes” recently. He looks
and talks like a man, and I don’t
think Ted Cruz would want to
see him follow his daughters
into a women’s restroom, which
HB 2 would require him to use.
What kind of “protection” is
that?

What is clear to me is that HB
2 is costing North Carolina mil-
lions of dollars and will continue
to do so unless and until it’s re-
pealed. Is that “common sense?”

Richard G. Cox
Greensboro

hB 2 reaction proves
insanity of liberals

If you still refuse to believe
that liberalism is merely a se-
vere psychiatric disorder, sim-
ply look at their insane reaction
to the common sense HB 2. Only
the truly insane can oppose re-
quiring males of the species,
based on their birth certificates
and DNA profile, to use the cor-
responding restroom.

Their point can only be that
they must fix God’s “mistakes”
by way of unelected liberal
judges, as happened recently
in Virginia, who are mostly re-

sponsible for the obvious degra-
dation of our country. No matter
how much Bruce Jenner wants
to be a girl, he’s still a boy. He
will remain a boy until he can
birth a child, no matter how
much makeup he wears, or how
much underwear he buys at
Victoria’s Secret.

If a heterosexual male in-
sisted on using the girls’ rest-
room, he would be arrested.
Unless he calls himself trans-
gendered. In what century did
that term find its way into the
dictionary? That is the essence
of the sickness called liberalism.

How much longer can it be
until America is destroyed by
“fire and brimstone” unless
some angel can be sent to find
a single, sane liberal? Not a fair
assignment, as there are none.

Tony Moschetti
High Point

Voters must salvage
our state’s reputation

Forty years ago this month,
my wife and I decided to se-
lect North Carolina to escape
the health stresses of upstate
New York. I had job offers in
North Carolina and New South
Wales, Australia, but we chose
North Carolina because of its
relative closeness to family, its
progressive reputation (“for the
South ...”), its high standards
for teacher certification and its
world-class university system
to provide for our four academi-

cally gifted children.
If we were in a similar situ-

ation today, the retrogres-
sive decisions of the current
GOP-controlled government
(culminating with the recent
“restroom law”) would cause
us to choose Australia instead.
That would deprive North Caro-
lina of a physician’s assistant,
a registered nurse, a guidance
counselor, a restoration special-
ist and our contributions as a
theoretical mathematics docu-
ment specialist and an award-
winning teacher.

Instead of our saying “y’all”
correctly, we would all be say-
ing “G’day.”

To salvage this state’s repu-
tation and future, we all need
to go to the polls and vote them
out.

James R. Jackson
Reidsville

Faulty iran deal shows
new leaders needed

Republicans said Iran would
cheat, and it has. While Presi-
dent Obama has already signed
an executive order that imposes
new sanctions, these will have
little effect on Tehran’s goals.
Ballistic missile tests will con-
tinue, and Iran will continue
to prop up President Assad of
Syria.

Will inspectors have access
to military facilities? No. Iran
agreed to provide inspectors
more access to its nuclear pro-
gram, allowing investigation
of suspicious sites, but it has
not happened and there are no
guarantees it ever will.

Back in July 2015, Obama
told the American public the
Iran deal is “not built on trust —
it is built on verification.” What
has gone untold is that real
verification was not part of the
agreement that was signed.

Hillary Clinton’s promise to
fulfill Obama’s legacy is just
as ill-conceived as her pushing
for the Iran deal. Better think-
ing can prevail if Americans see
to it.

Steve Salkow
Reidsville
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Trump is worst choice for true conservative voters
The sudden appear-

ance of Donald Trump on
the political horizon last
year may have been sur-
prising, but not nearly as
surprising as seeing some
conservatives support-
ing him.

Does Trump have con-
servative principles?
Does he have any princi-
ples at all, other than promoting
Donald Trump?

A smorgasbord of political po-
sitions — none of them indicat-
ing any serious thought about
complicated issues — is not a
principle. Nor is cheering for
himself and boasting about all
the great things he is going to do
as president.

Haven’t we seen this movie be-
fore? Wasn’t Barack Obama go-
ing to heal the racial divide, end
the partisan bickering in Wash-
ington, have the most transpar-
ent administration ever, lower
the cost of health care and let
you keep your own doctor?

Had he actually done all those
things, walking on water as an

encore would have been
an anticlimax. But in-
stead, he did the opposite
of all those things.

There was absolutely
nothing in Obama’s track
record that should have
led anyone to think that
he would even try to do
any of the things he de-
clared he was going to

do. But why spoil a great vision
and soaring rhetoric by checking
track records?

It was bad enough for the vot-
ers to make the colossal mistake
of being taken in by appearances
and ignoring realities. But to re-
peat that very same mistake with
Trump, immediately after the
Obama administration, is truly
staggering. How many pied pip-
ers are we going to follow off to
parts unknown?

At this late date, there is no
point itemizing the many things
that demonstrate Trump’s gross
inadequacies for being presi-
dent of the United States. Trump
himself has demonstrated those
gross inadequacies repeatedly,

at least weekly and sometimes
daily. Those who do not believe
their own eyes and ears are cer-
tainly not going to believe any
words of mine, or of anyone else.

What William James called
“the will to believe” is still as
powerful today as it was when
he coined the phrase more than
a century ago. But what is there
about Trump that taps into that
powerful current of credulity?

The many betrayals of the vot-
ers by the Republican establish-
ment, year after year, no doubt
set the stage. And Trump is a
great theatrical performer on
any stage.

But is that enough? It has been
enough politically to put some of
the great demagogues of history
in power, especially after the ex-
isting establishment has discred-
ited itself.

The discredited Weimar Re-
public in Germany was vulnera-
ble to the verbal attacks by Adolf
Hitler that brought him to power.
Now we know, too late, that Hit-
ler turned out to be a bigger ca-
tastrophe — for Germany and

the world — than the Weimar
Republic.

Trump is not an evil man like
Hitler. But his headstrong shal-
lowness and fecklessness make
him a dangerous man to have in
the White House, with our en-
emies around the world on the
march and developing intercon-
tinental missiles that can deliver
nuclear bombs.

A president of the United
States has many heavy respon-
sibilities beyond building a wall
and fighting the Republican
establishment.

Just the thought of Trump ap-
pointing justices of the Supreme
Court, who will have lifetime
tenure and make decisions, for
decades, that will determine
whether we will still be a free
people should sober up all who
have not been irretrievably hyp-
notized by rhetoric or so em-
bittered by the betrayals of the
Republican establishment that
they can see little else, including
life-and-death issues.

For conservatives especially,
there is finally a real choice for

a change — and a sharp contrast
with Trump.

Sen. Ted Cruz has a track re-
cord that leaves no doubt as to
his adherence to conservative
principles. And he is as thor-
oughly versed in the issues fac-
ing this country as anyone who
has run for president since Ron-
ald Reagan.

Has Cruz been flawless? Cer-
tainly not, and this column has
more than once pointed out some
of those flaws. But he has both
the principles and the intellect
for the job.

Given the alternatives —
Trump and Hillary Clinton —
that should be more than enough
this election year.

The outcome of the primaries
may tell us whether the voters
want to vent their feelings or to
choose someone to lead the na-
tion in a time of dangers, at home
and abroad.

Thomas Sowell is a senior fellow
at the Hoover Institution, Stanford
University, Stanford, CA 94305. His
website is www.tsowell.com.

They stepped up to help
From an editorial by the

Watauga Democrat:

When will you be called on to
be a hero?

None of us, from law enforce-
ment to the average citizen on the
street, can answer that question,
but it could happen at any time.
For two men on Monday, it did.

The outcome from the fatal sin-
gle-engine plane crash in Boone
Monday was not one that any of
us would have wished. That trag-
edy claimed the life of retired
state trooper Benjamin Franklin
Chappell and left two additional
occupants of the plane in critical
condition.

As with the rest of our com-
munity, our thoughts and prayers
are with John Field Worsley II
and Steven Cox Berry and their
families, and with the family of
Chappell.

When this plane crashed into
the Boone Golf Course, it did
not do so unwitnessed. Indeed,
Bud Russell and his son, Preston

Russell, did more than watch a
horrific scene unfold. As Boone
Police Chief Dana Crawford
commented: “Two witnesses
turned into rescuers and were
able to assist two victims of the
plane crash.”

For all those who know these
two Russell men, their actions
were certainly in character. But,
those same actions lead us to ask
ourselves, “Would we have re-
acted the same way?”

We assume that our first re-
sponders, our on-duty law of-
ficers and other emergency
personnel will be there when
we need them, willing to put
themselves in harm’s way for a
stranger. And, as they were on
Monday, this service above self is
how those individuals respond in
every such situation.

The question for us is whether
or not we would have reacted as
did our volunteers-turned-heroes.

And that question is worth
more than a moment of
reflection.

ouR oPinion

Bad to the bone
Even as the City Council at-

tempts to lift the veil over po-
lice video in Greensboro, a local
lawmaker’s bill would seri-
ously undercut those efforts and
deal a major blow to trust and
transparency.

In an attempt to loosen the
city’s secretive grip on body cam-
era video, the council plans next
week to privately view the fatal
shooting of a woman by a police
officer in 2014. It then would de-
cide after that viewing whether
the footage should be released to
the general public. The council
also is considering proposals to
make police video more gener-
ally available to the public.

Chieu-di Thi Vo, 47, was shot
as she approached the officer
while holding a knife and did
not respond to his warnings to
stop. On Wednesday, Vo’s family
said in a written statement that
it would like to view the footage
with the council. “Not a day goes
by that our family doesn’t think
about Chieu-di and her life that
was lost on that fateful day,” the
statement says. “Since then we
have many lingering questions
about what happened in the fi-
nal moments of Chieu-di’s life,
but we have not received any an-
swers from the city.”

Meanwhile, a state House bill
filed by a High Point Republi-
can, John Faircloth, would make
police footage less available,
and would give power to decide
whether to release the footage to
a police chief or sheriff. This is so
wrongheaded, it’s hard to know
where to begin.

It presumes that an entity
that supposedly is accountable
to the public should be account-
able only to itself. It presumes
that a chief will place the public
interest over the interests of the

department — or of the chief. It
presumes every chief — hence,
now and forevermore — will be
beyond reproach. And it pre-
sumes that the chief’s say is the
final word on law enforcement. It
isn’t. That belongs to the council
and, by extension, to the people.

It was especially disappoint-
ing to hear that Greensboro Chief
Wayne Scott supports the pro-
vision. We’re more inclined to
agree with Charlotte police Chief
Kerr Putney, who told The Char-
lotte Observer: “(The law) needs
to be bigger than the chief of po-
lice. It can’t be based on the per-
sonality of who has that position
right now. That’s too subjective.”

Putney explained: “Most hu-
man nature is for me to show
those videos that present the best
image for me.”

Adding insult to injury, the bill
strips city councils of any say in
the release of police video. Cur-
rent state law allows a council
to vote to release footage if it be-
lieves doing so is necessary to
maintain public confidence. That
authority should be preserved. A
council is elected by the people
and directly accountable to them.
Removing it from the process ef-
fectively removes the people’s
voice.

Finally, if a citizen wanted
to appeal a chief’s decision, he
or she would have to take the
case to Superior Court, a slower,
harder and potentially more ex-
pensive path.

A better bill would clearly de-
fine police video as a public re-
cord, and then add reasonable
exceptions. Faircloth’s legisla-
tion does precisely the oppo-
site and would significantly set
back efforts to build stronger
bonds between police and their
communities.

n An ill-conceived House bill flies in the face of attempts to
make police camera video more accessible to the public.
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