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Please give a brief explanation of issues discussed and the results achieved.  (This 
space will expand as you type in your comments.) 

 

 

The North Carolina legislature passed a controversial “bathroom law,” HB 2, into law 

into late March with little discussion and little public input. 

The bill was rushed into law in less than a day and signed by Gov. Pat McCrory only 

12 hours after its passage. 

 

The bill’s restroom provision was questionable enough. It mandated that people must 

use public bathrooms that match the gender indicated on their birth certificates in 

government and public school facilities. 

 

Further, it removes the option to sue for employment discrimination in state courts, 

prohibits cities from passing their own minimum wages and eliminates discrimination 

protections for gay, lesbian and transgender people. 

 

The ripple effects have been broad and deep. 

 

Artist have canceled concerts, companies have canceled or put on hold job expansions 

in the state and the U.S. Department of Justice has declared the law illegal and 

threatened to withhold billions of dollars in federal funding. 

 

We have reported and editorialized on this story from the beginning. 

 

A transgender student from UNC-Greensboro is a plaintiff in a lawsuit against the bill 

and a power local state senator is one of the bill’s fiercest proponents. 

 

We believe this bill is flawed on numerous levels, damages the state’s image nationally 

and needs to be repealed urgently. 
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letters to the editor
Governor, legislature
deserve to be ousted

With HB 2, the North Caro-
lina legislature solidifies its rep-
utation as killer of the dream of
equality in our state.

Fueled no doubt by the egre-
gious affront to Tea Party val-
ues that is marriage equality
— which diminishes heterosex-
ual marriage not one whit — our
elected representatives decided
to strike a vicious blow at a vul-
nerable community. A commu-
nity, I might add, that works,
owns property, pays taxes and
votes.

And what is our response as
people who have gay family
members, friends, neighbors,
colleagues and members of
our faith communities? Will we
shrug our shoulders as if it does
not matter to us that we live in
a state that excludes this com-
munity from protection against
discrimination?

Tell ourselves that we don’t
want to get involved in politics,
as if there is any other way to
make a difference?

I hope and pray that we will
respond with passion and en-
ergy to demand equality for all
of our citizens. Write a letter,
join a march, call a representa-
tive. And above all, vote.

This legislature and this gov-
ernor do not represent me, and
I will not sit by idly watching
them hurt people I love.

What about you?
Melanie Rodenbough

Greensboro

republicans violate
their own principles

About the news article “Law-
makers rein in local control ...”
(News & Record, March 24):

Isn’t it strange that the Re-
publican-dominated legislature
makes another ruling against
local government’s “right” to
self-govern?

I do understand how irra-
tional fears of the gay/lesbian
movement probably pushed this
decision. Charlotte’s willing-
ness to take a risk in this very
delicate issue gave our state a
chance to see if our fears are
justified and a chance to pro-
gressively move toward ac-
ceptance and inclusion of this
much-alienated group.

What strikes me as funny (not
really) is that the Republicans
have violated their stand to sup-
port the concept of less intru-
sion of higher politics into the
local arenas (federal over state,
state over local) at least twice
now.

The N.C. Legislature has
heavy-handedly overruled both
the governments of Guilford
County and Charlotte.

One could hope for more
statesmanship rather than knee-
jerk responses to city/county po-
litical systems.

John Blake
Gibsonville

restroom bill creates
both hate and danger

The Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Greensboro is
very disappointed that HB 2,
the bill that passed in a special
called session on March 23 for
the stated purpose of remov-
ing Charlotte’s protections for
LGBTQ people — in particular,
transgender people — went way
beyond what fear motivated.

The legislature created and
voted for a bill that takes away
all protections in all municipali-
ties that had provided support
to citizens that the state law did
not.

This law is not about fear, but
rather about hate. In addition
to providing that public schools
and universities cannot provide
gender neutral bathrooms for
transgender people, it deliber-
ately creates unsafe environ-
ments, not only for transgender
people when they need to go to
the bathroom.

And, if that wasn’t enough,
municipalities cannot vote to
increase the minimum wage
beyond the minimum wage of
the state. This is a serious over-
reach by state government.

Unitarian Universalism
stands for the inherent worth
and dignity of all people. We
stand for compassion, love and
empathy. We stand for the dem-
ocratic process wherein there
is discussion, debate and a fair
process for all concerned. HB 2
does none of these things.

We will work to overturn HB
2. And as always, we extend a
warm welcome to our transgen-
der family and friends.

You are always loved, sup-
ported and included at our
church.

The Rev. Ann Marie Alderman
Karen Madrone

Greensboro

Alderman is the UUCG minister, and
Madrone is board president.

letter blaming hunt
didn’t merit printing

I found the fact that you pub-
lished Amy Weber’s letter in
regard to Darryl Hunt’s suicide
troubling (“In the end, God will
be Hunt’s final judge,” March
23).

Weber’s sole premise is that
she “believes he had a part in
this woman’s murder,” refer-
ring to Deborah Sykes, who was
raped and stabbed to death in
1984.

Perhaps you published that
letter to show that such people
remain among us. I think most
of us know this. Many “believe”
things with little or no real
evidence.

A serious newspaper would
not publish such nonsense.

W. Scott Parker III
Greensboro

Cone Cancer Center
is a local blessing

If a building could have a
halo, I have one to nominate,
namely the Cone Health Cancer
Center on North Elam Avenue.

As a recipient of its radiation
treatments for eight weeks, I
can attest to an almost tangible
spirit of healing I could feel ev-

ery day I walked through its
doors.

From the youth who parked
and swiftly retrieved your car,
to those checking you in, to the
wonderful, welcoming staff in
the radiation department, this
can only be described as an un-
expectedly positive experience,
given the gravity of its purpose.

And my research on the mas-
sive equipment — nicknamed
“Big Blue” — that quietly ro-
tated around me each day, re-
vealed it as the latest, most
precise technology for this
process.

I know several in other ar-
eas who have had to travel long
distances and/or stay in motels
to receive this quality of care.
How blessed we are to have this
amazing facility right here in
the heart of Greensboro!

William Yaner
Jamestown

KFC needs to make
change on antibiotics

Major restaurant chains are
taking significant action to stop
the overuse of antibiotics on fac-
tory farms, but some chains like
KFC, the largest fried chicken
restaurant, are lagging behind.

Antibiotic-resistant bacteria
kill 23,000 Americans a year,
sickening millions more. A big
factor is the routine use of anti-
biotics on food-producing ani-
mals that often aren’t sick.

That routine overuse breeds
antibiotic-resistant bacteria that
threaten public health.

Last year, McDonald’s com-
mitted to stop serving chicken
raised on medically important
antibiotics and Tyson Foods,
a major chicken producer and
supplier to McDonald’s, fol-
lowed suit.

Then Subway made a ground-
lings commitment for all meats.
Subway recently reached its
first milestone of that commit-
ment by releasing a new sand-
wich featuring chicken raised
without antibiotics.

Consumers are even hungrier
for meat raised without antibiot-
ics, and KFC should fill the or-
der in 2016 with a strong policy
to serve meat raised without the
routine use of antibiotics.

Wil Mulligan
Raleigh

The writer is a campaign organizer for
the N.C. Public Interest Research Group,
a consumer advocacy organization.

Comics poll miscount?
So when do we see the last

of the execrable “Brevity” and
“Phoebe”?

I thought the vote was pretty
clear, although there must have
been a miscount on “Mallard
Fillmore.”

Frank Sajovec
Colfax

Join our board
The News & Record invites

subscribers to apply to join its
editorial board. Community
board members will add more
voices to the board to help it
shape the newspaper’s editorial
opinion. They will suggest news
and editorial topics, participate
in board discussions and occa-
sionally write columns.

Apply at greensboro.com by
clicking on the green panel near
the top of the News & Record’s
home page.

The deadline for applications
is noon on May 2.

hoW to Write Us
Letters to the Editor, News & Record, P.O.
Box 20848, Greensboro, NC 27420
email: edpage@greensboro.com
Include your name, home street address
and a daytime phone number. Maximum
length: 200 words, 350 for Counterpoints
(Counterpoints may rebut columns and
editorials but not letters). All letters are
subject to editing and must be signed.
Two letters are allowed per writer every
30 days.
Questions: (336) 373-7052
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Correct the mistake

Gov. Pat McCrory and legis-
lative leaders must admit their
mistake and correct it now. This
time, it really is an emergency.

When McCrory signed House
Bill 2 last Wednesday night, it
seemed he had no idea how ter-
rible the reaction would be. He
does now, but on Monday he
blamed the news media. They
are “distorting the truth” and
“smearing our state,” he said.

He must think business leaders
and university presidents aren’t
smart enough to read the law for
themselves.

Here’s what the executive
committee of the High Point
Market Authority said Monday:

“We feel an obligation to in-
form the public and our govern-
ment leaders in Raleigh of the
significant economic damage that
HB2 is having on the High Point
Market and on the North Caro-
lina economy. Based on the re-
action in just the last few days,
hundreds and perhaps thousands
of our customers will not attend
Market this April.”

The market authority stages
North Carolina’s largest busi-
ness event twice a year. The
international furniture mar-
ket brings 75,000 participants
into the Triad from all over the
world. Its economic impact is
immense. To jeopardize any
part of that business for a mis-
guided and unnecessary legisla-
tive action is beyond foolish; it’s
self-destructive.

Several large corporations that
operate in North Carolina have
expressed opposition. So have
private colleges and universities.
Media coverage from across the
country and overseas has been
resoundingly negative. A federal
lawsuit was filed Monday, con-
tending the state violated the U.S.
Constitution’s guarantee of equal
protection and noting our legis-
lature’s “history of targeted dis-
crimination toward lesbian, gay
and bisexual people.”

Also Monday, Georgia Gov.
Nathan Deal, a Republican, res-
cued his state from a similar fate
by stamping a regressive anti-
gay measure with a firm veto.

McCrory is sticking to the nar-

rative he offered last week laying
out his objection to a Charlotte
ordinance that would have al-
lowed transgender people to use
the public restrooms of their
choice: “This new government
regulation defies common sense
and basic community norms by
allowing, for example, a man to
use a woman’s bathroom, shower
or locker room.”

The ordinance would have
taken effect April 1, creating
what the governor and Republi-
can legislators called an “emer-
gency” that had to be addressed
in a special session.

Yet there was no reason for
panic. As UNC law professor
Trey Allen wrote in an analysis:
“Even if Charlotte’s gender-re-
lated antidiscrimination mea-
sures had been allowed to go
into effect, state law would have
prohibited a transgender person
from exposing his or her private
parts to an individual of the op-
posite biological sex in a public
restroom.”

There was little rational dis-
cussion, however, in the rush to
enact a new law in a single day.
Legislators allowed no time for
anyone to examine the proposal
and point out its flaws. Further-
more, it did much more than
deal with Charlotte’s ordinance.
Among other things, the legis-
lature prohibited any city from
adopting measures meant to
protect gays and lesbians from
discrimination.

That’s what created the up-
roar. Much of the world is mov-
ing beyond discrimination
against people with different sex-
ual orientations and expressions.
Companies view discrimination
as bad for business. Progressive
cities want to provide a climate
of inclusion for residents and
businesses. Yet the legislature
and governor chose to deny them
that opportunity.

So North Carolina faces costly
litigation, economic harm and
another blow to its image — for
what? A short-term political gain?

McCrory should call the legis-
lature back to Raleigh and ask it
to reverse its disastrous action of
last week. Now.

n A surge of negative responses should persuade Gov. Mc-
Crory to call legislators back to Raleigh to repair the damage.

The right call on drilling
From an editorial in the Wilm-

ington StarNews:
Tourism and seafood interests

along the North Carolina coast
have dodged a bullet with the
March 15 decision by the Obama
administration not to allow oil
drilling off the Atlantic Coast.

The issue divided local govern-
ments and citizens along party
lines, with Republicans generally
favoring efforts to drill for off-
shore oil and Democrats mostly
opposed to the idea. Republican
Gov. Pat McCrory quickly con-
demned the administration’s ac-
tion as “a special political favor
to far-left activists.” Sen. Thom
Tillis said he was “extremely
disappointed in the Obama ad-
ministration’s decision to effec-
tively end this debate before it
even starts.” We would argue
that the debate has been going on
for quite some time, and that the
citizens have made their prefer-
ences known.

While Brunswick and Carteret
counties passed resolutions sup-
porting drilling off the N.C. coast,
dozens of coastal municipalities
went on record opposing it. Emi-
lie Swearingen, a Kure Beach
commissioner, made offshore
drilling a central issue in her

campaign for mayor and beat the
incumbent with 54 percent of the
votes. A couple of months later,
the Kure Beach Town council
voted to become the 100th mu-
nicipality to formally oppose off-
shore drilling.

The people had spoken. Appar-
ently the Obama administration
listened, even if McCrory, Tillis
and others did not.

The dollars and jobs that off-
shore drilling might contribute to
the state’s economy pale in com-
parison to the benefits of coastal
tourism and the fishing industry.
The negative economic impact
of an oil spill, such as the 2010
Deepwater Horizon spill in the
Gulf of Mexico, would far out-
weigh the revenues that would
come from offshore production.

Drilling proponents say that
drilling safety is improved. But
no one can credibly say it won’t
happen again. We’re not opposed
to all domestic oil production.
We are aware that domestic pro-
duction is a big reason we can
fill our tanks without gnashing of
teeth. But we applaud the Obama
administration for reversing its
plan to allow drilling off the At-
lantic Coast starting in 2021. The
risks outweigh the benefits.

Tuesday, March 29, 2016

n Jeff Gauger, publisher and editor; (336)
373-7051; jeff.gauger@greensboro.com

n Allen H. Johnson, editorial page editor;
(336) 373-7010; allen.johnson@greensboro.
com

n Steven Doyle, managing editor; (336) 373-
7012; steven.doyle@greensboro.com

n Doug Clark, editorial writer
(336) 373-7039; doug.clark
@greensboro.com
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letters to the editor
Find an opportunity
in the bathroom bill

An opportunity is hidden
in the recent bathroom furor.
How many thousands of pub-
lic bathroom doors are there in
North Carolina? If the govern-
ment would care to alleviate its
fears on a grand scale, an army
of short-arm inspectors can be
recruited in number enough to
post one at each door. Require-
ments for the job are few: Each
inspector should have at least
one good eye. Unemployment
would be eradicated. Think how
safe each and every bathroom
would become!

And to facilitate this pro-
gram, each North Carolina citi-
zen would be required to wear
stretchy pants, resulting in the
revival of the domestic textile
industry. Prosperity for all!

Philip Shore
Asheboro

high school lunches
aren’t very appetizing

As a student at Page High
School, I feel that the lunch and
breakfast are not healthy or
good to eat. Yes, food changes
have been made to be healthier,
but in fact they are not; they are
just as bad.

Since these changes have
been made, more students be-
gan to pack their lunch.

The meals served in high
schools are not good, healthy or
fresh. The food is served from
a box or bag and thrown in an
oven and heated. No proper
meal preparations are made,
and most of the time it’s not
very edible. I think if the food
were healthier and fresher,
there would be fewer stomach
complaints after lunch.

I’ve also noticed that at the
school there is an unused green-
house between the buildings.
This could be an option for
growing produce to be used
in the lunches or fundraising
opportunities.

Two-thirds of school lunches
and breakfast are fruits and
vegetables, but not a lot of
whole grain is served in the caf-
eteria. So, breakfast and lunch
should be prepared better and
with more fresh food and not
straight from a box or bag to the
oven to the trays.

Star Gray
Greensboro

Police body cameras
provide fodder for fun

I see the police are the first to
get body cameras, showing how
many doughnuts in the morning
and criminal chases and such.

Won’t be long until the crooks
have them, too, facing off in
some old high noon western to
see who has the quickest draw.

Actually, before the city folks
spend money on cameras, they
need to be wearing them as
they make deals with camera
people, so we can track money.
Wouldn’t want a big contribu-
tion somewhere in the decision.
Or to buy an inferior product
and have the lenses crack in
a few months. And body cams
in the secret council meetings
about town, shown live on You-
Tube, will go viral. Sell ads? It
is serious money and will obvi-
ously give confidence to our fine
police force that they are being
looked after. Their trust will
soar.

I hope the cameras are better
than surveillance ones in stores
showing a blurred image like
on “Naked and Afraid.” Then
the TV stations block out all
but the middle third of the pic-
ture. Crooks have a two-in-three
chance of getting away.

Seems like everyone already
has a camera, and you can
talk on them. Maybe if we just
turned them on ourselves, we’ll
know exactly who is doing what.

Tom Livengood
Colfax

Positive activities
keep kids from drugs

When I attended Tunstall
Middle School in Virginia, a stu-
dent was accused of possession
and distribution of an illegal
substance — weed.

The K-9 unit had a visible
presence in the school, with
dogs sniffing around for drugs.
This incident really disturbed
me. I went home and told my
parents. They were worried
about my safety and questioned
whether drugs had been on
school grounds.

I think kids should not be ex-
posed to illegal drugs, at school
or at home, especially if this will
put others in danger. Fourteen-
or 15-year-olds should not be
exposed to these things. I think
if kids were involved in more
positive community activities,
then they wouldn’t think it is
cool to do drugs or be a part of
a gang. Sometimes it’s good for
kids to have a place outside of
school to thrive and learn.

I know, as an active par-
ticipant in community organi-
zations, that there are many
organizations like the YMCA
and American Friends Service
Committee that help kids focus
on strengthening their leader-
ship ability. A place that teaches
them what drugs can do to you.

Kelis Johnson
Greensboro

The writer attends Southeast
Guilford Middle School.

Exposed: McCrory places his survival over state’s interests
Cover your eyes.
The most indecent expo-

sure involved in this state’s
notorious new public bath-
room law may be the bare-
naked motivations of Pat
McCrory.

Scarcely more than a
year ago, our Republi-
can governor was buck-
ing his own party — or so
it seemed — to stand up
for North Carolina’s towns
and cities. “Let me put it
this way,” he told me in an
interview he initiated. “As
governor I constantly have
to fight Washington not to
interfere. I think the same
philosophy applies to Ra-
leigh interfering with local
governments. I believed
that as a mayor, and I be-
lieve that as governor.”

McCrory was respond-
ing to attempts by Raleigh
lawmakers to impose ma-
jor changes on City Council
elections in Greensboro.
But even then the words
seemed scripted and
empty. The governor
wouldn’t elaborate on his

statement and appeared in
a big hurry to get off the
phone.

He was in a similar
hurry on March 23. While
some of us were sleeping,
McCrory signed legisla-
tion that overturns Char-
lotte’s anti-discrimination
ordinance … and more.
As many read it, the law
also supersedes local ordi-
nances (Greensboro’s in-
cluded) with a statewide
nondiscrimination law that
provides no protections for
LGBT people. Even worse,
it doesn’t allow citizens

to file job discrimination
suits in state courts. In an
interview in Greensboro
the next day, the governor
defended the warp-speed
override of a city law voted
on mostly by people who
don’t live there, based on
facts that don’t exist. His
logic: Charlotte was over-
reaching. So state lawmak-
ers had to overreach.

The governor added that
this was an emergency. But
he had nine days before
the Charlotte ordinance
would become law, not
the 12 hours he took. And
the extra time might have
done him some good, since
he didn’t seem to know or
fully understand the bill’s
contents.

How did we get here?
The governor latched onto
this issue early on, insinu-
ating himself back in No-
vember 2015 into the case
of a transgender student
in Gloucester County, Va.,
who was denied access to
a men’s restroom at his
high school. When the stu-

dent sued in federal court,
the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment took his side. “This
extreme position directly
contradicts the express
language of federal law
and threatens local control
of our schools,” McCrory
said, again zig-zagging on
the question of what “local
control” means.

Incidentally, McCro-
ry’s campaign strategist
is Chris LaCivita, who
also was chief strategist
for the Swift Boat ad at-
tacks against John Kerry
in 2004 — and who makes
his home in Richmond,
75 miles east of Glouces-
ter County. LaCivita’s
style has been described
as “hard-charging” and
“commando.” In this case,
however, the McCrory
campaign may be charging
over a cliff. North Caro-
lina is looking backward
and close-minded to out-
siders. Tourism and busi-
ness leaders are nervous,
if not outright mortified. A
growing list of companies

— American Airlines, Red
Hat, Wells Fargo, etc. —
have expressed misgivings
about the legislation. So
has the High Point Market
Authority. Even the tradi-
tionally conservative N.C.
Chamber would only say
that it was “conducting an
analysis.”

The Governor’s Of-
fice maintains that the
response to the law from
businesses has been posi-
tive, but couldn’t provide
one example.

As for the restrooms
themselves, the more we
learn, the more sensible
the Charlotte ordinance
seems. Making the issue
even more relatable was
the transgender UNC-
Greensboro student who
signed on to a lawsuit
against the bill with the
American Civil Liberties
Union of North Carolina
and Equality North Caro-
lina. Payton McGarry, a
transgender man, has used
men’s restrooms without
incident. In women’s rest-

rooms he has been threat-
ened, because he looks
a man. But the new law
forces him to use a wom-
en’s restroom anyway.

What will he do now
that the new law has
taken effect? “I am at a
loss,” he said. “I can go to
a women’s room and be
physically and verbally
threatened. Or I can break
the law.”

But the governor
wouldn’t budge. Would
you want your wife to
take a shower in a locker
room that allowed men? he
asked.

The bottom line, of
course, is that a local gov-
ernment is being overruled
by Raleigh lawmakers.
Again. And North Caro-
lina’s heavy-handed state
politics has inevitably
wound up where we’d
feared it would go: in the
toilet.

Contact Editorial Page Editor
Allen Johnson at allen.johnson@
greensboro.com or (336) 373-7010.
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“I went to the woods because
I wished to live deliberately, to
front only the essential facts of
life, and see if I could not learn
what it had to teach, and not,
when I came to die, discover that
I had not lived.”

— Henry David Thoreau in
“Walden: Or, Life in the Woods”

A stand of woods and gurgling
streams in the heart of High
Point has become a battleground.

On one side, families who do-
nated money and sold land to
Guilford County for what is to
become the Rich Fork Preserve
and want it to remain natural and
unspoiled. On the other, a group
of avid cyclists, who want part
of the land to be devoted to trails
for mountain biking.

In the middle are Guilford
County leaders, who couldn’t
have handled this issue any
more clumsily, sluggishly or
insensitively.

When some called it Rich Fork
Park, others reminded them: The
name is Rich Fork Preserve.

Early on, we wondered if there
wasn’t room for everyone to be
happy. After all, 116 acres is a
lot of space. But soon enough it
became clear that this wasn’t the
point. The point is whether the
county has kept its word with
the people who sold the land and
donated the money for the pre-
serve, with the preserve’s neigh-
bors and with the taxpayers.

That question was raised in a
meeting on Monday that failed
to achieve a compromise be-
tween the mountain bikers and
a preservation committee. “Ev-
ery single land owner was told
that their property would be kept
in a natural state,” a Rich Fork
Preserve committee member,
Marie Poteat, said at that meet-
ing. “That’s been forgotten here.
I like mountain bikes, but not
where you’ve made a commit-
ment to land owners.”

The land owners and neighbors
have raised that complaint over
and over. The county has not de-
nied it. “When I sold my two lots
... I was advised that no mountain
bike trails would be placed on
the property,” Dr. Donald Doug-

lass, who sold 20 acres to the pre-
serve, said in a written comment
to county officials in January.

“I do not speak for others, but
to put mountain biking on the two
trails I sold I consider a breach
of that specific promise.”

The daughter of another donor,
Christine Levin, cited a similar
concern. Levin said her mother,
the late Lib Conner, donated
more than $20,000 for a hiking
trail in Rich Fork Preserve, also
with the understanding that Rich
Fork would be a nature preserve,
not a recreational park.

On Aug. 17, 2015, Levin wrote
in a recent News & Record op-ed,
her then-95-year-old mother sent
a letter to the county manager
and each of the commissioners
“objecting that the inclusion of
mountain biking within the pre-
serve violated the county’s agree-
ment with her.” Conner died
in January with the matter still
unresolved.

To add insult to injury, the
commissioners should stop hop-
ing this issue will resolve itself
and do what it was elected to do:
Lead. The county bought the land
with bond money. Now it should
manage it responsibly.

Making matters worse is the
county’s inconsiderate treatment
of the public during this debate.
At what was expected to be a
community meeting on the issue
on Jan. 13, the county picked a
room in the High Point Public Li-
brary that was too small and then
would only take written com-
ments on index cards from an
overflow crowd.

To be fair, the cyclists are good
people whose record of build-
ing and maintaining bike trails
along greenways and in local
parks is impressive. There may
yet be a way to incorporate bike
trails into the preserve — but not
in areas where the county said it
wouldn’t.

For more than a decade Rich
Fork was advertised to the pub-
lic as a land preserve, and that’s
what it should be.

The first order of business for
the county should be to meet its
commitments — and do what it
agreed to do.

n First and foremost, the rich Fork Preserve issue is about
Guilford County honoring the commitments it has made.

Sunday, April 3, 2016

ALLEN
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letters to the editor
the impact of hB 2
raises great concerns

As a native North Carolin-
ian, I have watched North Caro-
lina develop into a progressive
leader in the Southeast with
an excellent public education
system, thriving businesses
and leadership in civil rights.
Though past legislatures and
governors did not always make
the best decisions, a spirit of
compromise was present to pro-
mote the common good.

Where are we now with the
hurried passage of House Bill
2? Will officers be stationed out-
side public restrooms to check
the birth certificates of those
who want to use the facilities?
Will our new performing arts
center stand vacant because
Broadway producers block their
productions from coming here?
How will restaurants, hotels and
other conference/travel-related
businesses thrive after losing
millions of dollars when confer-
ences and athletic events choose
not to come to our state? How
can we grow an economy with
new jobs when businesses and
industries refuse to locate in a
state where laws restrict indi-
vidual rights?

Part of our North Carolina
toast states, “where the weak
grow strong and the strong grow
great.” With HB 2, a more ap-
propriate descriptor would be
“where the weak grow weaker
and the powerful grow stron-
ger.” We are better than this.

Levina Kollar
Greensboro

time to bring back
don’t Ask, don’t tell

I gather that prior to this
time, no LGBT-identifying per-
son has used a public restroom,
so I would like to offer the fol-
lowing guidelines:

Lesbian: You have a woman’s
body and functions; use the rest-
room marked Women.

Gay: You have a man’s body
and functions; use the restroom
marked Men.

Bisexual: Well, you’re going
to be uncomfortable whichever
room you use, so it doesn’t mat-
ter. (The law says to use that
which matches your physical

characteristics.)
Transgender: If you look like

a woman and behave like a lady,
I’m not even going to notice you.
(And hopefully on the men’s
side, that works, too.) If you
“feel” transgender but have not
begun reassignment (physically
or chemically), use the restroom
physically built for you — you
do not have to announce to any-
one present your status.

If you are entering a public
restroom with the intent of so-
cializing, finding a date or look-
ing to hook up — well, just don’t.
Get in, do your business, wash
your hands, get out. Same goes
for everyone.

Let’s bring back Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell, and add “Don’t Ad-
vertise.” Our private lives (mar-
ried, single, hetero, LGBT or
any combination thereof) don’t
need to be everyone’s business.
There would have been no HB
2 if there hadn’t been some kind
of dust-up in Charlotte demand-
ing special treatment.

Linda Hawke
Greensboro

smoke-free policies
result in better health

Kathryn Hatfield’s column
(Dec. 20) celebrated the vote of
the homeowners association es-
tablishing a smoke-free policy
in the Hampshire condomini-
ums. Eliminating the health haz-
ard of secondhand smoke (SHS)
is a triumph.

In multi-unit housing, SHS
moves between units through
ventilation systems, cracks
in walls, openings in plumb-
ing and electrical systems and

open doors and windows. One
study showed that children liv-
ing in nonsmoking households
in multi-unit dwellings had a 45
percent increase in cotinine (a
nicotine byproduct caused by
exposure to SHS), compared
with children living in detached
homes. For these reasons, the
American Lung Association,
the Department of Housing
and Urban Development and
the Centers for Disease Control
all recommend that multi-unit
housing be smoke-free in the
units and in common areas.

Smoke-free housing poli-
cies are growing in popularity.
In 2013, a survey of 207 Guil-
ford County properties found
62 percent had some smok-
ing policies, 22 percent offered
smoke-free buildings and 10
percent were planning future
policies. In 2014, 28 percent of
North Carolina affordable hous-
ing units were smoke-free. The
Southeastern Affordable Hous-
ing Management Association
periodically offers smoke-free
workshops, and the response
has been enthusiastic.

Hurrah for the Hampshire’s
smoke-free policy. It’s part of a
significant, healthy trend.

Richard J. Rosen, M.D.
Greensboro

Not in the North
With all of the national at-

tention and confusion that the
new House Bill 2 is receiving, I
suggest that the North Carolina
legislature officially change our
state’s name to Carolina. The
“North” only further adds to the
confusion that this is a state in
the North. Clearly, it is not.

Bruce Henry
Colfax
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Better access to HIV medications would save lives
There are more

than 36,000 peo-
ple living with
HIV/AIDS in
North Carolina,
and more than
2,100 live here in
Guilford County.
Medical science
has made tremen-
dous progress in the treatment of
HIV in 35 years.

Thanks to potent antiretroviral
therapy, we have seen a steady
decline in AIDS deaths, and HIV
can now be treated as a chronic,
manageable condition.

Advances in medicine for
treatment and prevention, elimi-
nating HIV/AIDS stigma, and
expanding access to health care
can contribute to eliminating
HIV/AIDS in our lifetime. But
North Carolina isn’t using all the
tools available to us in creating
that future. We can make an-
other choice.

We can alter
the way our AIDS
Drug Assistance
Program (ADAP)
operates and be-
gin to use some of
its funds to pur-
chase for patients,
not just HIV
drugs, but full in-

surance coverage through the
Affordable Care Act’s insurance
marketplaces. Not only would
this save lives and improve qual-
ity of health in our state, it would
also save North Carolina millions
of dollars.

ADAP is funded jointly by
state and federal dollars, along
with financial rebates from the
pharmaceutical industry, and
is designed to provide financial
assistance to low-income state
residents for the purchase of
medications specifically used to
combat HIV.

Our neighbors in Virginia,

Tennessee and South Carolina
have already changed the opera-
tion of their ADAP.

The major goal of North Caro-
lina’s efforts to treat and prevent
HIV is viral suppression. This
means having very low levels of
HIV in the body.

Consistently taking HIV medi-
cation leads to viral suppression
and allows persons living with
HIV to have a long and healthy
life; and viral suppression signifi-
cantly reduces the risk of trans-
mitting HIV to another person.

In Virginia, Tennessee and
South Carolina, patients who
purchase their own health insur-
ance on the federal marketplace
are eligible to have the funds that
would be spent on their medica-
tion go toward subsidizing their
insurance premium costs.

As you can imagine, the qual-
ity of holistic care available
when someone transitions to
health insurance is significantly

greater than simply receiving
HIV medication.

A study in Virginia found that
85.5 percent of patients on in-
surance achieved viral suppres-
sion, compared to 78.7 percent of
those simply receiving medica-
tion alone. These results mean
longer, healthier lives for those
living with HIV and a decrease
in new transmissions.

This effort isn’t just good for
public health, it’s good for the
state’s financial bottom line.

Recently, the Health Re-
sources and Services Adminis-
tration of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services re-
leased draft guidance that would
prevent state ADAPs from re-
ceiving drug rebates if they don’t
provide premium assistance.

This rule is likely to be final-
ized this fall, meaning North
Carolina would lose millions of
dollars in rebates if the legis-
lature does not modify the pro-

gram during its upcoming short
session. In these tough budget
times, North Carolina can’t af-
ford to leave millions of dollars
on the table.

Last year, Triad Health Proj-
ect served almost 500 people liv-
ing with HIV in Guilford County,
and 218 were enrolled in the
ADAP. Most are ineligible for
Medicaid and unable to afford
health insurance.

Many face other health chal-
lenges, including heart disease
and cancer. Premium assistance
would allow greater access to
health care to manage these
medical needs and is needed to
help us treat and prevent HIV/
AIDS in Guilford County.

Ken Keeton is the interim executive
director of the Triad Health Project.
Lee Storrow is the executive director
of the NC AIDS Action Network.

Thomas Sowell’s column will return.

Reduce Medicaid errors
An editorial from The News &

Observer of Raleigh:
The North Carolina Depart-

ment of Health and Human
Services last year processed
127 million claims for payment
through the federal/state health
care plan for the poor and dis-
abled, and the claims were for a
staggering $11 billion.

A state audit concluded that
about $835 million was improp-
erly paid to providers. That may
be a small fraction of the total,
but it’s still too much. (The fed-
eral government pays two-thirds
of the money, the state the rest.)

The 13 percent error rate,
while disputed by DHHS, is
lower than the previous year’s 24
percent.

That’s still not bragging rights
territory, particularly when Gov.
Pat McCrory’s new administra-
tion was going to make DHHS
more efficient.

Some errors had to do with pa-
perwork, some with payments to

providers who weren’t eligible
to receive them and some of the
sample of errors didn’t show
a Medicaid rate cut that was
retroactive.

The audit looked at a sample of
396 payments to get its findings,
and that’s of course a fraction
of all the payments. The depart-
ment says better procedures are
in place.

The Medicaid program has had
problems with information tech-
nology, and former DHHS Secre-
tary Aldona Wos hired a number
of outside consultants with fat
contracts in various roles.

She caused some turmoil with
her management style within a
department that performs impor-
tant services for people who need
the state’s help.

Whether the department is do-
ing better overall under Secre-
tary Rick Brajer, who came to
the job after a career mostly in
private industry, remains to be
determined.

ouR opinion

Anti-business bill
The economic fallout from

House Bill 2 is real and growing.
North Carolina’s political leaders
should get to work on fixing the
painful problem they created.

Unfortunately, they’re making
it worse.

After PayPal said it will can-
cel plans to create 400 jobs in
Charlotte, legislative leaders Phil
Berger and Tim Moore blamed
that city’s mayor, Jennifer Rob-
erts, and referred to a “far-left
Political Correctness Mob.”

Republican state Rep. Michael
Speciale of New Bern wrote on
Facebook, “Dear PayPal: I am
closing my account with your
company due to your desire to
discriminate against women and
children. You are an embarrass-
ment to the business community,
and I hope you lose enough busi-
ness to cause you to realize your
bigoted stance.”

And Gov. Pat McCrory sug-
gested that PayPal was hypo-
critical for doing business in
countries that don’t respect hu-
man rights.

All this prompted The Char-
lotte Observer to note in an edi-
torial: “We can only imagine
how recruiters in other states
are drooling over North Caroli-
na’s new economic development
policy of attacking prospective
employers.”

The point isn’t whether other
countries are worse than North
Carolina. Our state should meet
higher standards than Cuba or
China or Saudi Arabia. Scores of
leading corporations have made
it clear that they expect better of
North Carolina.

This is not a matter of bath-
room safety or discrimination
against women and girls. Big
corporations understand the real
issue perfectly well. North Caro-
lina has made it clear that the
LGBT community does not de-
serve protection from discrimi-
nation — not across the state and

not in any cities that want to be
open and inclusive.

This attitude is bad for busi-
ness. Republican politicians don’t
want to hear that message, which
has been delivered by the High
Point furniture market, Ameri-
can Airlines, Bank of America,
Dow Chemical and many other
companies. But it’s real, and
some of these companies will act
on their concerns.

“As a CEO who is commit-
ted to expanding our Charlotte
presence by 500 people in 2016
and thousands after that, I am
also forced to seriously recon-
sider adding more jobs in a state
that tolerates discrimination,”
Ric Elias, CEO of Red Ventures,
wrote to McCrory Tuesday.

Here in the Triad, the presi-
dent of International Market
Centers, the largest owner of fur-
niture showroom space in High
Point, stated his concerns.

“Many of our tenants and buy-
ers have expressed outrage in
response to the legislation,” Bob
Maricich wrote in a letter to Fur-
niture Today. “I also want to
make another important point:
the object of scorn should not be
the High Point Market.”

Of course it shouldn’t. Char-
lotte shouldn’t lose business
and jobs. NCAA tournament
games scheduled for next year
in Greensboro shouldn’t be in
jeopardy. None of this should be
happening. (South Carolina Gov.
Nikki Haley made it clear Thurs-
day that she has no interest in
supporting a similar bill there.)

Instead of acting as if they’re
happy to lose jobs, our state’s
leaders must repeal HB 2 when
the legislature reconvenes. They
can save face by negotiating an
acceptable ordinance for Char-
lotte, but they must add protec-
tions for LGBT people to state
law. If they follow the present
course, they may damage North
Carolina for a long time to come.

n The legislature and governor set a policy that will drive
companies away and must reverse this disastrous course.

KeN KeetoN lee storroW
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letters to the editor
hB 2 will undermine
economic recruitment

I am a registered indepen-
dent and vote “cafeteria style”
— meaning I mix and match my
votes based on policies rather
than party affiliation. It wasn’t
always that way.

Born in Georgia, I registered
to vote at age 18. I admit that
my ledger has been more heav-
ily weighted on the “R” than the
“D” side. But age brings cau-
tion, and now I analyze candi-
dates’ records.

We’ve lived in North Caro-
lina for 33 years, and today it
bears no resemblance to the
state I have served and loved.
It has become less prominent
nationally and less successful
in economic development. Now
we risk becoming a corporate
pariah.

HB 2 has poisoned the water
with its surreptitious, midnight
attack on local authority/auton-
omy and its cavalier approach to
workers’ rights. It seems more
about command and control
than about bathroom issues.

Pity the folks in Guilford and
Randolph counties who have
worked long and hard to de-
velop our megasite. Good luck
inducing a major automotive
company to come here now.
More than 100 leading compa-
nies, sports organizations, enter-
tainment entities and our own
High Point Market already have
expressed their concern to our
governor and some legislators.

HB 2 + rejecting Medicaid
expansion = shortsighted, back-
room politics. Legislators, you
can be conservative without be-
ing myopic!

Bill Shore
Greensboro

Voter fraud isn’t issue,
stacked districts are

Voter fraud is negligible. The
real threat to our voting rights is
the outrageous gerrymandering
in this state. In statewide elec-
tions, North Carolina is pretty
evenly divided between Repub-
lican and Democratic voting, yet
districts are designed to insure
we send Republicans to Raleigh
and Washington. They used to
be designed to send Democrats.
This needs to change.

We need to have districts that

are truly representative, dis-
tricts where there is competition
for seats and the voters choose
the candidates rather than hav-
ing the candidates choose their
voters. A House plan that would
implement nonpartisan controls
on redistricting passed its first
reading three years ago this
week (HB 606) and was referred
to the Committee on Elections.
There it sits. If our legislators
are truly concerned about fraud
in our elections, they need to re-
visit this bill, make the needed
adjustments and pass it. North
Carolina should join states like
Iowa that have taken the politics
out of the process.

If the legislature can have
an emergency session to block
the power of cities, certainly it
could quickly rally around fair
elections and pass a law to en-
sure our voting rights. After all,
who knows who will hold the
reins in 2021 when new districts
are drawn?

Sara White
Greensboro

Far too much drama
from ladd on hB 2

Wow! States and businesses
boycotting North Carolina. New
York — gasp! — laughing at
us. Gays comparing the North
Carolina legislature to Nazis.
My goodness, you’d think Gov.
McCrory had tied a transgen-
der person to a chair and tossed
it off the Lincoln Financial
building.

Now comes Susan Ladd, the
woman who thinks there was
only one Geneva Convention
and that it protected terrorists.
A woman who thinks that Glass-
Steagall was a deregulation bill

(see her Aug. 7 and Oct. 18,
2015, columns). She’s spilling
her angst and N&R ink exhort-
ing citizens to “rise up.” Such
passion. Such emotion. I haven’t
seen that much fervor over a
subject since Clay Aiken came
in second on “American Idol.”

There is nothing “progres-
sive” about a unisex bathroom.
We had one of those and it had
a crescent moon carved in the
door. Progress is indoor plumb-
ing — not delusions about hu-
man plumbing.

Yes, I know. Everything is
“fluid” these days. Sexual pref-
erence is fluid. Gender is fluid.
Let’s just hope that the ladies
who insist they are male, despite
the lack of the requisite append-
age, don’t get any of that fluid
on the tiles as they attempt to
straddle — among other things
— the reality of the urinal.

Romaine Worster
Greensboro

New legislation only
makes matters worse

I almost regret to add to the
furor over HB 2, but I have a
concern that must be shared
by many: When I walk into a
publicly designated female re-
stroom and see someone who
appears in every way to be a
male, what am I to do? I don’t
want to harass someone who
is already uncomfortable,
but on the other hand, I don’t
know who this person is. I’m
uncomfortable!

Is it safe to stay, or should I
leave? Worse, if that person is a
predator, it’s too late. It seems
to me that our legislators have
created a more dangerous situ-
ation than the one they are sup-
posing to prevent. Pity us all.

Bonnie Kristoff
Greensboro
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Ending homelessness

House Bill 2 promotes family values

From a Fayetteville Observer
editorial:

The biblical admonition about
always having the poor among us
is a durable truth about the hu-
man condition. It could well have
an equally unshakable corollary:
The homeless will always be
there, too. Fayetteville and Cum-
berland County leaders know
that by now, years after they
declared war on homelessness.
The annual “point in time” head
count in the past two years found
more than 600 homeless people
across the county, most of them
in Fayetteville.

It’s not that all our efforts have
failed. Last fall, a program run
jointly by the VA and the non-
profit Family Endeavors suc-
ceeded in bringing homelessness
among veterans here down to
“functional zero.” A program run
by Connections of Cumberland
County reported at the same time
that it had put nearly 90 home-
less women into stable housing. A
Family Endeavors manager said

the initiative’s strategy — based
on the “Housing First” model —
could succeed with the general
population as well.

The county commissioners and
the City Council agreed last year
that fighting homelessness was
a top priority and that the two
branches of local government
would collaborate on a new pro-
gram, beginning with creation of
a “homeless czar” position.

The city and county are still
finding devils in the details but
have budgeted money for staff
and are talking about hiring a
statistical analyst to meet federal
requirements for data reporting.

We know we’re talking about
city-county government coop-
eration here — something we’ve
never done well. But if the VA
and a nonprofit can make Fay-
etteville the first city in the state
to solve veterans’ homelessness,
then we should be able to build
on that program to help all of
our homeless population. Soon,
please.

B A. B J

I’m writing in response to the
article “NBA needs to send N.C.
a message” printed in Satur-
day’s edition (March 26). Has
our nation completely lost its
moral direction and common
sense? Who is the NBA or any
other professional athletic orga-
nization to lecture North Caro-
lina on moral responsibility?

The NBA and other profes-
sional sports need to clean up
their own acts: promiscuous
lifestyles, children born out of
wedlock, profanity, drug and al-
cohol abuse, domestic violence
and promotion of gambling
(just to name a few). Instead of
getting upset about a law that
promotes family values, why
doesn’t Tim Bontemps of The
Washington Post address the
above-mentioned issues? Ap-
parently, money rules over
moral decency. Perhaps the

NBA could get the likes of a Wilt
Chamberlain or Magic John-
son to speak to young people
about abstinence. Has anyone
addressed the issue of Muslim
athletes and whether Sharia law
conflicts with constitutional law?

Calling the N.C. law “a dis-
criminatory law” is a twist of
words. The law does not dis-
criminate but promotes fam-
ily values. Many laws protect
families against deviant life-
styles. Instead of enabling the
LGBT community in its life-
styles of sin, as Christians, we
need to show everyone outside
the Christian faith the love and
saving grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

I’m thankful the General As-
sembly had the courage to pass
a law protecting family values

and further proud Gov. Mc-
Crory had the political courage
to sign the law. Common sense
says for men to go to men’s rest-
rooms and women to go to wom-
en’s restrooms!

For those who think North
Carolina is standing on the
wrong side of history, read the
contemptuous relationship be-
tween the Hebrew people and
God throughout the Old Tes-
tament. Judgment came upon
the whole nation when people
strayed from God’s teachings.
Let us not be an ignorant people,
but learn from the mistakes of
others. With the threat of terror-
ists’ activities erupting almost
daily, don’t discussions about
bathrooms pale in comparison?
Be thankful you live in a country
where fresh water is plentiful
and bathrooms are indoors. May
God have mercy on America.

The writer lives in Madison.

coUNterpoiNt
Rebuttals and reactions

it’s BeeN sAid
“North Carolina is better
than this, and it is time

for us to prove it.”
Anthony spearman,

pastor of St. Philip AME Zion Church in
Greensboro, speaking against House Bill 2
during a meeting at College Park Baptist

Church.

“This is a no-brainer.”
Justin outling,

Greensboro city councilman, voting to provide
$300,000 to help Preservation Greensboro

restore the former Cascade Saloon downtown.

“I didn’t want nobody to
say you can’t do it.”

inez Mickel,
Guilford Technical Community College student,

nearing a diploma in welding. Friday, she
competed in the SkillsUSA welding contest at
Johnston Community College in Smithfield.

“I still get up in the
morning ready to go.”

Fred Guttman,
Temple Emanuel rabbi and community spiritual
leader, who’s being celebrated today for his 20

years in Greensboro.

“We just came up a little
short.”

Marcus paige,
North Carolina basketball player, whose

team lost 77-74 to Villanova in the national
championship game Monday.

“I just wanted one swing
of the bat.”

Josh Naylor,
Greensboro Grasshoppers first baseman,

recounting his eighth-inning triple that tied
the score on opening night Thursday. He then

scored the winning run against the West
Virginia Power.

ouR opinion

Rocked by the Boss

First, PayPal says no to North
Carolina in the wake of its re-
pressive and ill-conceived new
statewide bathroom law. Now
Bruce Springsteen is taking a
pass.

The iconic Jersey rocker an-
nounced Friday that he was
canceling his sold-out Sunday
concert in the Greensboro Coli-
seum. Springsteen said in a writ-
ten statement: “As we also know,
North Carolina has just passed
HB 2, which the media are re-
ferring to as the ‘bathroom’ law.
HB 2 — known officially as the
Public Facilities Privacy and
Security Act— dictates which
bathrooms transgender people
are permitted to use. Just as im-
portant, the law also attacks the
rights of LGBT citizens to sue
when their human rights are vio-
lated in the workplace. No other
group of North Carolinians faces
such a burden.”

How much will this hurt? Two
previous appearances by Spring-
steen at the coliseum rank among
the top 11 biggest crowds in the
arena’s history — 19,271 in 2002
and 18,431 in 2009. Most of the
15,000 tickets sold for Sunday’s
concert were to out-of-town buy-
ers. The taxpayer-owned facility
will lose an estimated $100,000 in
net revenue, not to mention the
collateral damage to hotels, res-
taurants and other businesses.

Where all this will end no one
knows, but the bleeding con-
tinues. The Charlotte Regional
Visitors Authority said Friday
that four conventions had can-
celed coming to the city in pro-
test of HB 2. Last week, Stephen
Schwartz, composer of musicals
such as “Pippin” and “Wicked,”
said he wouldn’t allow any the-
ater in North Carolina to produce
his shows. More than 100 major
companies, including Red Hat
and Wells Fargo, have expressed
misgivings about HB 2 in a let-
ter to the Governor’s Office.

When PayPal withdrew plans for
a 400-worker global operations
center in Charlotte, other states
gladly invited the company to
consider them instead.

Gov. Pat McCrory’s stub-
born defense of this indefensible
bill, rushed into law with little
thought or discussion, doesn’t
help. Nor does Republican law-
makers’ decision to attack com-
panies for questioning the law,
which not only restricts access
by transgender persons to pub-
lic restrooms of their choice, but
rolls back legal protections for
LGBT people across North Caro-
lina and makes it harder and
more expensive for anyone to
challenge workplace discrimina-
tion in court.

In light of PayPal’s with-
drawal, Senate leader Phil
Berger blamed Charlotte Mayor
Jennifer Roberts. Follow-
ing that course of logic, will he
blame Greensboro Mayor Nancy
Vaughan for Springsteen’s pull-
out? The GOP diehards also may
again roll out an old reliable,
Franklin Graham (who’s not ex-
actly a poster boy for tolerance)
to pronounce Springsteen as
Godless and un-American.

Only a few days ago we were
only fearing the ripple effects of
HB 2. Now we’re feeling them.
It’s unfortunate that Greensboro
and Charlotte are having to suf-
fer for those lawmakers’ closed
minds. But a greater good may
come from the national embar-
rassment this creates (we’ve al-
ready made “The Daily Show”
and may be bucking for “Satur-
day Night Live”). As Springs-
teen wrote on his website, “Some
things are more important than a
rock show and this fight against
prejudice and bigotry... is one of
them.”.

In the end, maybe our legis-
lature will have to be shamed
out of its infatuation with
backwardness.

n As state lawmakers dig in on the ill-conceived and fear-
mongering HB 2, Bruce Springsteen pulls out of Greensboro.
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letters to the editor
Backward isn’t always
such a bad place to go

Let’s see. Forty-five years
ago Doug Clark moved to North
Carolina and considers it one of
the luckiest breaks of his life.
(“N.C. moves backward,” April
20).

When he came here “the
beaches were clean and un-
spoiled. Roads and highways
weren’t choked with traffic.”
College tuition was low. And
“people were friendly.”

“Sure,” he said, “not every-
thing was perfect.” There were
no big cities, lots of poverty,
poor race relations and schools
“weren’t great.”

In 45 years the population
doubled with people moving
here from other places and
guess what? The roads and
highways are now dented with
potholes and choked with traf-
fic. The beaches are dirtier,
college tuition is unaffordable,
schools still are not great and
there is still “lots of poverty” as
we become more obsessed with
feeding the delusions of the gen-
der-confused than we are about
feeding the poor. And, oh yes,
people are hostile.

Some call that progress, but
some of us tend to see a society
abandoning rational thought and
rushing with the lemmings to-
ward the precipice. At this point
you are faced with two choices:
Step back or hurl yourself over
the edge to sure and sudden de-
struction. Maybe “moving back-
ward” isn’t such a bad idea.

Romaine Worster
Greensboro

it’s time for sanders
to pull out with honor

New York was a state Ber-
nie Sanders needed to win last
Tuesday. And Hillary Clinton’s
commanding victory there con-
firms that Bernie is on track to
lose the pledged delegates race
and, therefore, the nomination.

Yes, the hard political reality

of delegate math means Sanders
would have to win about 70 per-
cent of the remaining delegates
to become the nominee, and
that’s not likely to happen.

So I hope Sanders “lands his
doomed plane” with honor by
withdrawing with the under-
standing that he probably will
have a strong voice at the Dem-
ocratic convention in drafting
the Democratic platform and se-
lecting a progressive candidate
for vice president. That is about
all now available for the pro-
gressive movement Bernie has
so far advanced, in my opinion.

Bill Burnett
Greensboro

City is experiencing
a tourism renaissance

Tourism — what many call
the purest form of economic de-
velopment. Humans have the
innate need and desire to learn,
explore and experience new en-
vironments, other living crea-
tures, the arts, a great concert,
the thrill of sports or the de-
lectability of an exquisite meal
with a fine wine or craft beer.

Thanks to the vision and de-
termination of public and pri-
vate leaders in our community,
Greensboro (and the Triad) is
embracing the tourism spirit
like never before. Tournament
Town is evolving beautifully
into more of a Transformation

Town or City of Vision. Growth
and diversification downtown, in
midtown and all-new innovation
and expansion at the Greens-
boro Science Center are just a
few examples of how citizens
are coming together to rethink
and reinvent how we attract
more and more people to our
changing community.

As we firmly believe at the
Science Center, the key is not to
replicate the successes of other
cities or facilities but rather to
bring a new vision and twist to
how we imagine and invent our
own future. It is inspiring to be
a part of such a unique and bur-
geoning tourism renaissance
that will ultimately benefit
everyone.

Glenn Dobrogosz
Greensboro

The writer is CEO of the
Greensboro Science Center.

A minority rules
Incredible, how 0.3 percent

(transgender) of our popula-
tion can cause total discrimina-
tion against 99.7 percent of our
population.

The politically correct non-
sense will eventually destroy
the America most of us love and
cherish. Also, it appears that
most of the haters of HB 2 don’t
even come close to understand-
ing the bill.

Do some research before
making a dumb assumption.

Bob Ayers
Greensboro
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Guilty as charged
UNC-Chapel Hill has 90

days to respond to the NCAA’s
Amended Notice of Allegations,
but it could answer today.

Guilty as charged.
Probably more guilty.
The new document from the

National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation takes some steps back
from its previous notice. It makes
no mention of football and men’s
basketball players benefiting
from “paper classes” offered by
the former African and Afro-
American Studies Department. It
doesn’t cite any misconduct be-
fore 2003. And in referring to the
institution’s failure to monitor
both the African and Afro-Amer-
ican Studies Department and the
Academic Support Program for
Student-Athletes, it only refers
to a period from the fall of 2005
through the summer of 2011.

This seems to make it less
likely that penalties will include
stripping the men’s basketball
team of its 2005 NCAA champi-
onship, even if many of its play-
ers earned credits from sham
courses.

The new notice focuses instead
on women’s basketball where,
it says: “from February 2003 to
July 2010 Jan Boxill, then phi-
losophy instructor, director of the
Parr Center for Ethics, women’s
basketball athletic academic
counselor in the Academic Sup-
port Program for Student-Ath-
letes and chair of the faculty,
knowingly provided extra ben-
efits in the form of impermissible
academic assistance and special
arrangements to women’s bas-
ketball student-athletes.” Eigh-
teen instances are listed.

Boxill resigned from the fac-
ulty last year.

The two main figures in the
long-running saga, former Amer-
ican and Afro-American Studies
Chairman Julius Nyang’oro and
department administrator Debo-
rah Crowder, are mentioned for
refusing to speak to NCAA inves-
tigators — violations of “NCAA
principles of ethical conduct.”

In all, the NCAA lodges five al-
legations, each of which it calls
a “severe breach of conduct be-
cause the violation seriously
undermines or threatens the in-
tegrity of the NCAA Collegiate
Model.”

While the NCAA’s claim of
a “Collegiate Model” smacks
of hypocrisy — at the highest
level of competition, revenue-
sport athletes are money-makers
with little time to be real stu-
dents — the allegations warrant
punishment. The university has
admitted that poor oversight al-
lowed academic malfeasance to
persist for two decades. While it
was put on probation by its aca-
demic accreditation agency, took
some disciplinary actions and
implemented effective reforms,
it hasn’t yet felt the full conse-
quences of its failures.

Unfortunately, NCAA sanc-
tions — such as loss of athletic
scholarships or bans on post-
season play — hurt young men
and women who had nothing to
do with violations that happened
years ago. And they don’t correct
the injuries to former students
who were shortchanged in the
classroom.

One thing the university can do
to help is speed up the inevitable
conclusions. It doesn’t need 90
days or nine days. Bring on the
penalties as soon as possible and
put an end to this sad story.

n unC-Chapel Hill should agree with the nCAA allegations,
accept penalties and put an end to a long, painful episode.

Gov. Pat McCrory hailed
U.S. District Judge Thomas
Schroeder’s ruling Monday
upholding the Voter Infor-
mation Verification Act.

“Common practices like
boarding an airplane and
purchasing Sudafed re-
quire photo ID, and thank-
fully a federal court has
ensured our citizens will
have the same protec-
tion for their basic right
to vote,” McCrory said in
a statement. It’s the same
way he talks about House
Bill 2 as a “bathroom
safety” measure.

Yet, preventing trans-
gender people from using
the public restroom of their
choice is a Trojan Horse
that distracts attention
from the greater harm hid-
den within HB 2 — no dis-
crimination protections for
gays and lesbians, no pro-
tection for anyone in state
courts, no local minimum
wage ordinances. The gull-
ible nevertheless celebrate
their deliverance from
bathroom predators like
Trojans dancing around

their equine gift from the
Greeks.

Before HB 2 there was
VIVA, enacted in 2013 by
Republican lawmakers and
McCrory. Its title prom-
ised the legislation would
strengthen ballot security
with reasonable measures
to confirm voter identity.
Oh, yes, and “further re-
form the election laws.”

Beware politicians bear-
ing further reforms.

Opponents vehemently
protested the photo ID re-
quirement and filed law-
suits in federal court.

The public generally

supported the photo ID
provision, believing it was
necessary to keep impos-
ters from voting.

Except this kind of voter
fraud — posing as some-
one else — was hardly ever
known to happen. Like
men dressing up as women
to commit fiendish crimes
in restrooms.

Nevertheless, the re-
quirement went into effect
March 15, and 1,320 voters
were turned away because
they didn’t have acceptable
identification, an analysis
by the State Board of Elec-
tions found, according to
watchdog group Democ-
racy North Carolina.

Did that many impos-
ters try to vote? Probably
not. Remember, U.S. Sen.
Richard Burr was forced to
cast a provisional ballot be-
cause he didn’t present an
acceptable ID at his polling
place in Forsyth County.
His ballot was approved
later when he returned
with his driver’s license.

If a senator was unaware
of the requirement, other

people likely were, too.
Some might not have had
time to retrieve an ID.

But many more people
— 29,000 across the state,
more than 1,000 in Guil-
ford County — had their
votes saved by two safety-
net provisions in state law:
same-day registration and
out-of-precinct voting.

Both were eliminated
as part of the “further re-
forms” of 2013 but were
spared temporarily pend-
ing Schroeder’s ruling,
which now wipes them out.

Same-day registration
was available during early
voting, giving election of-
ficials enough time to ver-
ify the voter’s credentials.
In Guilford County last
month, the provision res-
cued several dozen voters
who had registered at Divi-
sion of Motor Vehicles of-
fices but whose paperwork
wasn’t transferred to the
elections office.

Out-of-precinct voting
bails out voters who show
up at the wrong polling
place. It forgives a small

error for the greater cause
of letting people vote.

“So much attention has
been given to the impact
of the voter ID law, but the
loss of the two safety-net
provisions will likely have
a bigger impact on more
individual voters and on
the outcome of North Caro-
lina elections,” Bob Hall,
Democracy NC’s executive
director, said in a news re-
lease last week.

Keep in mind: These
29,000 people are U.S. citi-
zens who are entitled to
vote. They were not impos-
ters trying to cast fraudu-
lent ballots. They would
have been prevented from
voting March 15 by “re-
forms” enacted by our leg-
islature and governor if
not for a court-issued stay.
More will be stopped from
voting in the future.

Why pass “reforms” that
prevent legitimate vot-
ers from voting? Why also
eliminate straight-ticket
voting and preregistration
for 16- and 17-year-olds?

Democracy NC pro-

duced numbers that give
a hint: 45 percent of the
voters who used same-
day registration and out-
of-precinct voting were
Democrats, while only 25
percent were Republicans.
In fact, nearly every one
of the “reforms” could dis-
proportionately erode votes
for Democrats — a scheme
worthy of the crafty Odys-
seus himself.

North Carolina is one of
17 states that will apply
new voting restrictions for
the first time in this presi-
dential election year, ac-
cording to the Brennan
Center for Justice at New
York University School of
Law. But more states are
considering legislation to
improve ballot access, such
as automatic registration.

North Carolina should
join those better states. It
should encourage more
voting, not restrict it. In-
stead, we are falling for the
Trojan Horse trick again.

Contact Doug Clark at doug.clark@
greensboro.com or (336) 373-7039.

Look inside the Trojan Horse of N.C.’s election ‘reform’

The poor really don’t vote
From a Charlotte Observer

editorial:
Bernie Sanders is taking fire

for saying that he’s losing to Hill-
ary Clinton in states with se-
vere wealth gaps because “poor
people don’t vote.” Critics have
branded him a sore loser. But
it obscures the more important
point: Poor people generally
don’t vote, even if that’s not ex-
actly why Sanders is losing.

About 75 percent of Americans
in the lowest-income bracket
didn’t vote in the last midterm
elections, according to the fact-
finding news site PolitiFact. The
Pew Center last year ranked the
United States 31st out of 34 de-
veloped nations in voter turnout.

Why, in a representative de-
mocracy run “of the people, by
the people and for the people,”
aren’t we more troubled that our
most vulnerable citizens are sit-
ting on the sidelines of the na-
tion’s political conversations?
We should be making it easier to
vote, not harder, as North Caro-

lina did with its 2013 voting re-
form law. (A federal judge’s
ruling late Monday upheld that
law and dismissed all claims
against it. Opponents vowed to
appeal).

Voter turnout in 2014 was the
worst in 72 years. Some 66 mil-
lion eligible voters earning less
than $50,000 annually failed to go
to the polls that year. Why, given
such numbers, do we still expect
our government’s priorities and
policies to reflect accurately the
will of most Americans? Why has
it taken so long to recognize the
huge disconnect between our
government and the needs of the
working poor?

We shouldn’t be surprised at
how well Sanders and Donald
Trump have competed. They’ve
brought disenfranchised and dis-
couraged voters back into the
conversation. But if we don’t
build on their success, the next
generation of protest campaigns
could well make the antics of a
Trump seem mild.

Wednesday, April 27, 2016
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Lack of gray matter
increases GPS use?

In an article in the April 17
News & Record, it was stated
that research at McGill Univer-
sity suggests that dependence
on GPS reduces brain gray mat-
ter and higher functionality.

But the opposite conclusion
could be reached, namely that
people who depend on GPS do
so because they have less gray
matter. That is, less gray mat-
ter results in use of GPS rather
than the opposite conclusion
discussed in the article.

This is a case where causation
is claimed where only correla-
tion has been demonstrated.

Arthur M. Sleeper
Martinsville, Va.

Christians are stopped
from serving the Lord

Christians are having their
constitutional rights taken away.
We are standing by and let-
ting the government tell us it is
wrong to believe what we have
always believed.

I am a Christian who believes
marriage should be between
a man and a woman. I think it
is wrong to have an abortion. I
believe in prayer, worship and
serving my Lord. I want to be
able to pray, worship or serve
my Lord the way I want to.

I am not trying to make other
people stop believing, praying
or worshiping their God, but
they don’t want my God men-
tioned or talked about in any
way, shape or form.

Why should my American
rights be taken away, when I
have lived here all my life and
believed what I believe? Why do
people who believe differently
want to push their ways or be-
liefs on me?

America has always re-
spected God and should not
change because some people
say he offends them. People

offend me with their words
against my God, but does any-
one care? If people want a bet-
ter life in America, be free and
happy and let all be free and
happy. God is in control and will
have the last word, whether you
believe in him or not.

Angie Garrett
Thomasville

Powerful interests
control our elections

Americans are figuring out
that our presidential primary
election process to select the re-
spective party nominees is a to-
tal farce.

On the Democratic side, no
matter how many votes and
states that Bernie Sanders wins,
the party has already allocated
its Super Delegates to Hillary
Clinton, making it mathemati-
cally impossible for Sanders to
win.

On the Republican side,
no matter how many votes
and states that Trump wins,
the party has unequivocally
stated “the party chooses the
nominee.”

The global banking and busi-
ness interests that control the
United States are only going to
“allow” us to choose from candi-
dates they have predetermined
will continue to line their pock-

ets at the expense of the Ameri-
can people.

It’s no wonder we are laughed
at when our so-called leaders
claim that we are fighting for
democracy around the world.
The United States has become a
banana republic.

It’s 1776 all over again. We
are headed over a cliff, and I
can only hope that the American
people wake up in time.

Kate Adams
Greensboro

Don’t let outsiders
tell N.C. what to do

In response to the letter from
Judene Gaul, April 15 (“Trav-
eler cancels plan to visit North
Carolina”): If you don’t want to
come to North Carolina, that is
fine with me.

I think it’s time for North Car-
olina residents to stand up to the
bullies from other parts of the
country.

I, for one, decided long ago
not to travel or spend money in
the liberal states like California
and New York.

If they want to try economic
tactics, then we can do the same
thing.

Do not spend money in states
that try to tell us how to run our
state.

Robert Ellenwood
Summerfield
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Potty of Lincoln: The unmentionable gets center stage
What is it with Pat Mc-

Crory and bathrooms?
Back in 2012 our gov-

ernor raised a minor bud-
getary stink with plans to
upgrade six powder rooms
in the Executive Mansion,
plus another in his state
Capitol office.

A McCrory spokes-
woman said at the time
that the small restroom
in his office in particular
smelled “pungent” and that
the mansion’s loos had not
been properly attended to
since the last time a Re-
publican occupied the
house.

How was the governor
expected to conduct busi-
ness with visiting dignitar-
ies with an aromatic john
fouling the air? The price
tag for the six in the man-
sion: $230,000, or more
than some of us pay for en-
tire houses. Plus another
$19,000 for the Capitol
restroom.

Eventually, those plans
were scaled back, in the
wake of unflattering media

reports, merely “to repair
potential code violations,
treat dangerous mold and
fix broken faucets,” an offi-
cial statement said.

But four years later, here
the governor goes again
(no pun intended). The in-
famous bathroom law, HB
2, has cast its shadow over
the Great Seal of the State,
like a lunar eclipse. And
as more jobs are pulled
and convention cancel-
lations mount and more
than 100 major compa-
nies have voiced concern,
the governor has all but

mooned them rhetorically
by calling them “corporate
elites.” He also has called
them hypocrites for doing
business in such bastions
of human rights violations
as China — as North Caro-
lina does. (In 2015, a dele-
gation of state officials that
included Agriculture Com-
missioner Steve Troxler
and Commerce Secretary
John Skvarla went to China
in hopes of increasing ex-
ports of North Carolina
agricultural goods there,
including tobacco, soy-
beans, furniture and pork.)

But I digress. Back to the
john, the privy, the wash-
room. ... In North Caro-
lina the Party of Lincoln
appears to be bucking to
become the Potty of Lin-
coln. Rarely has there been
so much national discus-
sion about stalls, urinals,
plumbing (both types) and
genitalia. In her second
column on HB 2, Kathleen
Parker of The Washington
Post invoked Archie Bun-
ker’s immortal reference

to the “terlet.” Suddenly,
we’re a national punch line
and a soulmate to Missis-
sippi. All over the “threat”
of sexual predators pos-
ing as transgender people
that is statistically nonex-
istent. To be fair, there was
a thoughtful discussion to
be had. But before HB 2
was rushed into law and
larded with other provi-
sions (minimum wages, the
right to sue for job discrim-
ination in state courts) that
have nothing to do with
bathrooms.

North Carolina’s image
is taking a beating. And
jobs are swirling down the
drain. Springsteen cancels
in Greensboro. Pearl Jam
says no to a Raleigh con-
cert. PayPal pulls plans
for new jobs in Charlotte.
Deutsche Bank puts on
hold 250 new jobs in Cary.
The High Point Market
fears losses in visitors and
traffic. The (Republican)
president of the UNC sys-
tem, Margaret Spellings,
frets that HB 2 will hurt

the state’s university cam-
puses. Tourism and confer-
ence business is hurting.
The U.K. issues a travel
warning. Etc.

“Certain companies are
very sensitive to this kind
of attitude,” Dennis Dono-
van, a partner at Wadley
Donovan Gutshaw Consult-
ing, a corporate location
firm based in Bridgewater,
N.J., told The News & Ob-
server of Raleigh. “This
kind of regressive social
legislation will cost the
state — in my opinion, un-
less it is repealed — thou-
sands of jobs, well-paying
jobs, over the next several
years.”

McCrory has gotten
his share of the blame —
and he deserves it for his
lame defense of HB 2 with
a mishmash of mangled
logic and political cliches.
On “Meet the Press” last
week you could almost see
him scrambling to build a
house of cards on a founda-
tion of quicksand.

But so does his fellow

Republican, Senate leader
Phil Berger of Eden, who
seems unfazed by the
mounting economic costs.
“My job is not to give in to
the demands of multimil-
lionaire celebrities pushing
a pet social agenda, lib-
eral newspapers like The
New York Times, big cor-
porations who have every
freedom to set whatever
policies they wish under
this law,” Berger declared.

Easy for him to say.
Berger’s home county may
be suffering mightily from
job losses, including the
impending shutdown of a
MillerCoors brewery in his
hometown, but he doesn’t
need any stinkin’ help from
“big corporations.”

As for the governor’s
fixation on bathroom fa-
cilities, a cultural “emer-
gency” manufactured to
energize the conservative
base has turned into an all-
too-real crisis. McCrory
was right: Something does
smell foul in the governor’s
office.

ouR opinion

Low-wage control
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Several North Carolina city
and county governments, includ-
ing Greensboro’s, have raised
the minimum wage for their own
employees.

The Greensboro City Council
last year voted to increase pay to
at least $10 an hour for “roster
and seasonal employees” and $12
an hour for “benefited positions.”
It also set a goal of reaching $15
an hour by 2020.

House Bill 2 does nothing to
stop that. But it does prevent
the city from taking two further
steps.

The first step would be to re-
quire companies that provide
contract services to the city to
pay their employees more. “If
we contract with you, you ought
to pay your folks the same thing
we pay,” City Councilman Jamal
Fox said Thursday.

The second step would be to
set a citywide minimum wage
above the state level for private
employers.

Greensboro can’t do either of
those things under HB 2.

Fox is one of the council’s lead-
ing proponents of raising the
minimum wage. To him, the new
restrictions present an argument
for why “we need to be a home-
rule state.”

That would be a state where
local governments have more
authority to enact their own poli-
cies. North Carolina isn’t one
of those, but it still would make
sense for the state to allow cities
more autonomy. After all, labor
conditions, standards of living
and other factors aren’t equal all
across the state.

Congress allows states to set
a minimum wage higher than
the national level of $7.25. Most

states have done that, although
not North Carolina. Our legis-
lature should follow the same
policy and grant cities more flex-
ibility. If some cities want to cre-
ate a higher living standard, why
should the state interfere? If the
answer is that this would drive
businesses out of those cities,
then legislators should welcome
the opportunities for outlying
towns and counties that tend to
have higher unemployment.

Cities at least should be autho-
rized to require contractors to
mirror municipal pay rates, as
Fox suggested. It doesn’t mean
much if cities raise wages for
their own employees but end up
contracting out more work to
low-wage companies.

State law declares it’s the pub-
lic policy of North Carolina to
“promote the general welfare of
the people of the State without
jeopardizing the competitive po-
sition of North Carolina business
and industry.”

Locally elected city councils
know best whether the “general
welfare of the people” would be
improved by raising the mini-
mum wage in their own com-
munities. The state shouldn’t
encourage competition for low-
wage work but should let cities
demand more of their own busi-
nesses and industries.

Despite HB 2, the state still
requires companies that receive
economic development incen-
tives to pay higher wages. That’s
sound policy. There’s no reason
why all businesses shouldn’t be
expected to pay a little more to
operate in cities where conditions
warrant. Imposing a low-wage
uniformity on all North Carolina
cities won’t lift any of them.

n north Carolina cities should not be prevented from requir-
ing local employers to pay a higher minimum wage.

Sunday, April 24, 2016
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Who can lead a repeal?
From an editorial in the Lex-

ington Dispatch:
Business leaders and politi-

cians continue to criticize House
Bill 2, which prohibits local
governments from expanding
protections for the LGBT com-
munity, among other things. The
argument from supporters that
all the critics are just outsiders
we don’t need anyway rings hol-
low due to the number and di-
versity of opponents, inside and
outside North Carolina.

Legislators and Gov. Pat Mc-
Crory seem to be digging in their
heels. McCrory issued an ex-
ecutive order that he claimed
clarified the law, but it left the
underlying message intact. Leg-
islators return to Raleigh this
week, but many seem reluctant
to revisit the law, despite the
negative reaction it has caused.

What the state needs is a leg-
islator to stand up and argue
that the bill went too far, that it
was done too hurriedly and that
all the potential consequences

weren’t considered. Although
many legislators serve districts
that are safe for their re-election
chances, they are reluctant to go
against the Republican leader-
ship. So this person would need
to be independent and willing to
go against the status quo. If he
was not seeking re-election, he
wouldn’t have to worry about the
ramifications of taking a stand to
do the right thing, even if some
disagreed with him.

It would help if the person had
a business background, too. That
would help him to understand the
real harm the law is causing and
will continue to cause.

Perhaps someone who checks
off all those boxes is a member
of the Davidson County delega-
tion who previously expressed
concerns about the hurried man-
ner in which the legislation came
about. Here’s hoping Sen. Stan
Bingham will speak up and en-
courage his fellow legislators
to change the law before more
harm occurs.
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