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When Congress passed the Affordable Care Act in 2010, members 

must have had states like Louisiana in mind. As one of the nation’s poorest 

states, we had more to gain than most. 

But while other states signed on and expanded Medicaid coverage for 

their poorest citizens, Louisiana’s Republican governor stubbornly 

resisted. Bobby Jindal was winding up to run for president, and he 

calculated that any sign of fealty to Barack Obama’s policies might doom 

his campaign. 

But the benefits of Medicaid expansion were towering. About 300,000 

people – roughly one in 15 Louisianians – could receive healthcare 

coverage with just the stroke of a pen. And Washington would foot the 

bill. 
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Advocate political columnist Stephanie Grace focused in on Jindal’s 

selfish decision in a series of columns throughout the year. 

As time moved on, opposition softened. Falling oil prices punched a 

hole in the budget of one of the nation’s most energy-dependent states, and 

other Republican governors gave in to logic and accepted the aid. But 

Jindal stood firm. 

In the end, Jindal’s opposition did not benefit him politically. His 

campaign lasted only about 6 months. 

Meanwhile, voters warmed to the logic of the Medicaid expansion. In 

November, they delivered a powerful and unexpected verdict in picking a 

new governor. John Bel Edwards, a little-known state legislator from a 

rural parish and a leading supporter of the expansion, scored a landslide 

upset over the frontrunner, U.S. Sen. David Vitter. Edwards became the 

first Democrat to win a governor’s race in a deep south state in a decade. 

In January, on his second day in office, he signed an order to 

implement the Medicare expansion, and by this summer more than a 

quarter million people will have the health insurance Americans deserve. 

We are proud to submit Stephanie’s work for the Carmage Walls 

Commentary Prize. 
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